
-·· •• 
tDG:.21/l?...E~:ht 
5740 
5er : 04--7'+. 

11 MAR 1974 

·-- TJnclaasi2ied upon r~ov-al of enclosures 

- i/V/1''-' 

Froro; .CQmm~nding Officer~ USS tOCP.:az.~re (D00-21} 
'.t'o:- c~r: Crn:iser Der.....royer Yorce, u. s ... Paci·fic Fleet.. 

Subj; Comnrand histor~r .for calendar year 1973; fo:cwa.rdi:ng. Qf 

~ef:.. (a) COMCRIIDESP.l\CINST .5000.3:il (ART .l\3117) 

E:nc1:_ (1) USS COC!rn:ll.mi! (IlDG-21) CcouQand History _Chrom>l<><;!Y · 
of Ontst:andil,g ll""nts , ... , 

(2) -1JSS CCCB:llll.'IB: {DDG-21) Coeunand lfisto:ry Narrati..-· 
(3} J;avv llnit:.Commen<lation Citation · 

~ . 

l. · In accorda.nee with: :reference (.a) ,· enclOB?.trl!!IS (l) , (2) 
and (3) a:ra. fonrarded;. .•. , 

Copy to: 
CINCPACFLT--
COl'lC!lUDESPACREP Pearl. 
{.'OHDSS.i?ON TWBNTY-Y.IVE' 

J. E. BOLl\mY 

®[t·, 
Cl.aa:5ified by: OPNAV:CNST 5750.12.B oo· fNJfr1-~rn1~--: ' ·. 
""classif:iad, 31 -Occe,,,ber 1980 . ___ r· _ I -_ l _ - -_ .· ,_: __ --
Ti"lr.>E .... Geiiti'Ve Ortlel 11532 

01'7596 

/-{ ... 



·.-i 

~ ; 

,,..} i '· ; 

1-15 J;.N_ 73 

2 JAil 73 

~ JAM 73 

s J.A..~ 73 

10 JA?J 73 

J.l .;AN 73 

15 Jl\l:! 73 

15-24 JAN 73 

17 .:r~~i 73 

20 JAU 73 

Attached to r'.":TU 77.1 .. 1 for 
0pera.tions 

" Linebacker 

On station, Station nwM~ Eon La 3urveillance 
;.'s.r~il,. off t....~.a co-ast· of ?!Orth Vietnam.. Flag­
ship for CTU 77 & l. .1· anO. Linebacker Gpe,rat:ion·s 

'· 

gea::aed ·from USS MAUlU\ KEA (AE-22) r- re!ueied 
f.ron,· OSS CACAPOM (A0-52) 

na.tuelad fro!\'I tJSS CliOP~ • (~0-52) , reaX'?lled 
from USS MAIDJ.A lCP..A (_J\E-22) 

CAP'!'. cru.Vl!!I, Chief of Staff for c= 77, 
came aboard· .for a viait· 

('.;"IPT·. CRAVEN departed. Re .. n,e,1 fra,, USS 
,U\UHA ·=·· (AS-22), refueled f:ro.t USS TO!,I!VA.~A 

•. (A<>-64)·, 

lieft19led froro US?iS 'l'l\LU~ .(l\0-62}, rea.,,..d 
fros. USS ?Lnr.r (A.E-32)... Repleniahed frog_ 
05$ Nii\GAAA FALLS (Al!'S-3) 

Relieved by USS GOLDSBOllOUGl! {DDG-20). 
ProceeC:ed to ''Y" station north Md· plane 
guard duty for IJSS !!,'\..~G~B (C'l.'\-61) 

~ttached to CTG 77 .. 7 for pllL"'te 9""3ard 
operations 

Sis-hted G.cE-ununist Chinese luxury linar 
¥°JL(mtiA, close aboard. during flight ops .. 
Re.fueled froF-. r;ss H!C.UITA. (Y-..OR-1} 

Refuelo;ad from USS .MI.!.WAUK~!l .. (AOR-2) 

Ranger loses 1~-3 over.board, c~encod 
search fer dU-~i~ors. 
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.. ·. .. i! . 
·•1·,1f~1. ·c / l I . . I '., .. ··. - · Num 
. J-'\ j I .-,_. " ~ - / ; ; it't' . 'L 
~ -.· . 1 ·--~- "·-' l ! } 1· • . ·l:L., 
· 23 JAN 73 tie (AOR-2) • 

24 JAN 73 

26 JAN 73 

6 FEB 73 

7 FEB 73 

9 FEB 73 

12 FEB 73 

17 FEB 73 

22 FEB 73 

25 FEB 73 

12 MAR 73 

14 MAR 73 

28 MAR 73 

18 APR 73 

19 APR 73 

25 .";P)l. 73 

Relieved on station by USS CONE (DD-866) 
Commenced transit to Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

Moored starboard side to USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-36), · 
Kaohsiung harbor for upkeep 

Underreay fer Buckner Bay, Okinawa 

Moored·· port side to pier Buckner Bay, Okinawa 
• 

Underway for Yokosuka, Japan. Conducted air­
tracking exercises, gunshooi::a# and man overboard 
drills,: -in. Okinawa opera't_ions .. a_rea ·-

.. 
Moored-· to ammunition buoy ill, Yokosuka,. ·J'apan ... ;c·:-;:·:·. 
Commenced offload of S 11 /S4- caliber ammunition ';'- __ ., ...... '_;.,--·, .. 
Shifted to pier 6, outboard USS• DIXIE (AD-14)·.·· ···········" . 
and ·US& PR!!iBLB (DLG-:LSJ. .. . . 

unaexway for Pearl. Harbor .-in- company-with,· . .,. ... 
COMDl!SRON, TWENTY-FIVE; USS PR!!iB!.J;l. '(DLG,-15)',.:.uss.···"·"··<.·· 
RATHBUllNJ!'· (DE-1057), and USS BRONSTEIN. (OE-1037) 

Brief·stop for fuel at Midwayis:Land 

Moored staz:board side to berth B-25~r·Pearl 
Harbor,. Hawaii.. Commenced leave/lib&rty standdown.-

Coounenced RBADIMP 

Shifted berths to B-26 

Shifted berths to B-20 

Shifted berths to W-1, NAD, Oahut offloaded all 
a.."rlmunition in preparation for upcoming. complex 
shipya~d overhaul .. Later shifted to H-2 to 
offload fuel 

' Shifted berths to B-15, U... S. Naval Shipyard, 
Pearl Harbor 

Shifted berths to E-18 

Ene:Losnre (:L) 

·.-.-~. ''COM!'~m!lUIE ·._ ~': ., 



~ :·':AY 73 

18 MAY 73 

19 ;,t:;.Y 73 

4 ,J't,~ 73 

12 JGN 73 

13 .JllL 73 

23 AUG 73. 

27 SE:> 73 

20-21. NOV 73 

lD DEC 73 

-
ty 

C01.1CRUDES.PAC 1 R.:1.DM Mark i:r.. \,~OODS ~ ca~e aboard 
for a visit 

Shifted b~rtha to B-1 

Coarnenced ccmple..--c. overhaul, t. S. Naval 
S"-- • - ~ 1 I;, • a • • .:::i.ipyara., "ear_ -."!ar.oor, flawaii 

CDR R. ~. u. K!UCNZ, USN, was relieved by 
LCDR J. :s. BOL..!\...1'1D,- us~, as commanding Officer .. 

Shifted to Dey dock ii 4 

. Departed dryrloc:k, .l"'...oored portside to B-l. 

COMCIWDZSPAC, RADM Mark V ... WOODS, ea.me. a~rd 
for a- visit 

Passed Propulsion. Zxam.ining- Board Light:· Of:f. .. 
.- Exm:ti:n.at.iGn Forward 

Passed Plm Light Off EAan:tination Aft: E~gin-eering 
plant certified for light off .forward and aft. 

Shifted berths to B-17 

' 

osara (1) 



The year 197.3 began with a bang for COCmu\m?. Sh~ lay 
quietly conducting surveillance operations in Station "W"~ 
.. don La Gu_'rV&illance Area off the coast of Horth Vietnam on a 
wann., su.'lny morning~ Suddenly she found herself the target 
cf heavy and accurate hostile fir~ from the beach and was 
fQrced to retire to seaward at flank .speed., simultaneously 
cilencin9 the enemy gun emplaca~ents with fire f:tom her· after 
!':.ount. 

' Prom 1-15. Ja..·•·uiary,. COCERA1JE served as .flagship for -C'l'0-
71.1. l a.~d together·with two other destroyers conducted Line­
hacker opera~ions. Linebacker units served a dual mission, 
by day keeping: tabs, for· higher intelligence on the CBICOM · 
r.-,erchant shipping· in· the Hon La area-· of North Vietnam and by 
'!:light conduct:inq· coordinated·, high speed raids· on military 
targets along the coast. of North VietnaJ:1, frequently receiving­
highly accurate hostile fire for .their efforts. 

During thia·period COClll!l\NB, with COMDESROJI' TWBNTY-nvi.··. 
=harked as CTU' 77.1;1. led t..'lirty-one- nighi!·stri!<es -apon.·fuel.· 
Ch.1mpS,,- sttpply''depots·,... and yarious o~r I:Iilitar.z targets i~ 
North 'Vietnam.;_: coc:a:RAN:E·, expended approximately 2000 :rounds· 
Curing:,·.th~· raida' .. and'receive.d· over-~600· ro:unds of enemy f~:ce· .. 

; 

on the, a_ftexnoon-. o·:e- 10 JanUary, Captain CRAVEN·, · CTP 77' s 
Chief of· St:.aftf' cam.e~·,aboard COCB~NE- to observe first hand 
what she conld do~ Iie· .wes dnly impressed with the profession­
alism and efficiency of COCBRANE's crew as she conducted-two 
night strikes along the coast of North Vietr.:"am. .. 

On the zoo.:rning of 15 January COCHRANE received the news 
that GCLDSBOROUG:"1 ('ODG-20) was enroute to relieve.. It was 
the end. at · last for port and starboard- Watches-.,. combat . 
missions in the mi.Odle of the night, and air and surface shell. 
b1J.rsts close ab Oard. She reported later in the. day to CTG 
77. 7 in 11 Y" gtaticn north for· r~scne destroy~r duty wi t..'1 
··-- ....,.,,,-c-- ccv-· r.i·J ._,,';>L, .. --..,i.~ ~~ .... ..,.~-~- • 

During a quiet 20-24 watch on 21 January, CCCBru\l"lE was 
holding lifeguard station astern of .RA!.'!GER while the carrier 
launched her aircraft. Suddenly the watch observed that an 
€!.ir.craft ha.d · failad to gain the required altitude aft:er lmmch 
~!'l.f.. plu.."lged into tbs water·. Seconds later a report fro!!t RANGER 
con£ir..:ed that an A-3 wit.""! three cre~.be~ aboard had gone 
(,.:nm~ ~escua teams from COCi'iRANE and tht! carrier immediately 

- .~ ""; ; : .. , 
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After nine days of carrier operations COCHRANE was 
rclisved by iJSS CONE (DD-866) and set a conrsa for a well 
deserved rest in the popular port of Kaohsiung~ Taiwan, where 
she :moored in the early afternoon· 0£ 2§ January. On 2.s· Janu­
ar_,.7 the Vietnam war officially1 enderl and -each membfl,: of COCH-
? .... A~ was justifiably ·proud that hi:s ,e.fforts had played a-· signi­
ficant._ role in brin,g:i.ng about the long awaited cessation of 
hostil.it:ies •. She was later-to race~ve the Navy Unit commen­
dation for. her i«>rlc daring the war. {See -enclosure- {3)) 
;..~fter al-even days in port during which COcmtANP! ·took the op-· · 
portunity_.to accempUah muc_h needed upkeep, s}le .steamed.· "t.o·· ,-,:·-, 
"nuc.lcner-·Bay, ,-Okinawa,:- -arriving on i February .. · COCRBANE' spent> 
a day and a hal.f taking in the sights in Okinawa before she ' , 
got underway 9 l!'ebnaxy fol! Yolcoem:a, Japan and outehop. En-··:, 
route Yokosuka ah&• got in some gU4rterly training quaUfications .- > 
by conductl.ng:·,·a.ir ··tracking' exercises and air· gunneX"Y· shcot:a ~n- :-.-;";;:,;p~~~\ 
the Okinaw&"-operations ·area. ··. ::·.:· 

COCl!IlANJ!l"a=i- in ·XOkoallka on, 12 February and offloat!ed • · 
several; himdred'· ramies- cf· 5"/54 caliber aimomtltion· at ailUllo . 
buoy §l. befo:q> shi:Eting .. to pier. 6 outboard oss DJ:XJ:B (AJJ-14) " 
and uss.· Pl!BBLB (DLG-l.5) •. Th<> crev tock ma,rimum advantage of -
tl'ie exchange· facil.ities in Yokosuka to stock up for the l.ast 
tirr.e bafo:n> going hoaa. Many l1l&n took time to go up to 
the thriving and exotic- capital city of Tokyo and tour t:he· 
beautiful countxyside in this part of Japan. Early on 17 Feb-
ruary~ a1l lines were taken in and COCBltA!JB.headed·for home,.· 
in company with COMDESRON TWENTY-FIVE, IJSS PRE'S?.l? (DLG-15), 
USS r<ATIIBU!lNE (DE-J.057). and USS BRONSTEX!I (DE-1037). During 
a brief stop for fuel at Midway Island on 22 February, 
CO!',DESRON Tl!ENTY-FXVE shifted his pennant from PREBLE to 
COC!IP...?J.NE and ensured his r..InePacker flagship would enter Pearl 
first. 

COCHR.~2 arrived ho"«!e at 084.5 ·Su.YJ.day,. 25 February· and 
rnoornd starboard side to berth B-251,i. The ship_ was greeted 
joyously by dozens o~ relatives, loved ones, and friends as 
she conclnded a particularly ardnmis seven mon~h deployment. 
She settled down to a hard-9a:imed,. well deserved perio<t of 
lea va and liberty. 

en 12 Ma:-.:ch-. readiness improvement was i::,plemented;. irha · . 
true spirlt of. BEAOIMP,wa:,, to significantl.y upgrade the material. 
.condition and traini.n.g :rea.diness of all ships.· ot the. Pacific 
Fle~t now that: t.."i.e hostil.i:tie8 in southeast .Aaia,llnd oon·eurrent· 

I 'U\_ · __ t.~ .. ~-'.}_:;·_" ..... _;·'::~~,((_:·t.1,.,:7_ •. :n;~;ri' omr: ' 
.
·c·;; __ r-,·!-,.· } .·'t'···: •,. 
~ ~ 0 _' '>'· ,-.,,,.-,0, \,.~ • • ' ..... i' ··:>-: 't:..l•·C 
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1 heavy ships operations had ce.?.sed. 
vastly different task with the sa:rae 
excelled in.combat. 

COCHR~NE attacked this 
vigor with which she-had 

.,. 

On 18 April, COCHP.ANE. got unde:i::way for the last time in 
19-73 under her own power to proceed to rTAD, West Loch ~d 
offload all ammunition aboard, except some rounds of ~45 calL­
ber. After. the offload she proceeded to berth E-2 to offload 
her remainirig fuel and thus prepare for the rapidly appxoach­
ir.ig· complex. shipyard overhaul". The :following day she-- was··. 
:r:oved to berth-B-15 in the· shipyard. 4 May saw the official 
beginning of the pre-overhaul. restricted availability and an 
acceleration in the pace of overhaul preparations .. The men 
began.to tear aOwn and prepare to overhaul muoh of the 
valuable equipment ·Which had served COCHR:A.NE ·SO well· in WESTPAC •. 
COCHRANE shifted- 'berths to S-i, which was to be her home- for 
almost two ,months·,-' on- .lil May .. 

The -·cOJIJp1ex-. shipyard overhaul commenced officially- on· 
4 June.. This was-. _schiaduled· to be -the most compx:ehensi:ve, 
costly,. and beneg!cial., overhaul cOCRRAi."tE· would receive since 
he.r· commissioning-·\,·in'·l96-4oo. Radio- Ceni!cral-. and CIC were to be 
ccmpl~tely"-torn.: out· ... :.,,.: The.·· .new COM!-!' Center Would have-··-1:ha-- most 
mode,:n. communicai!ions, equipment and the new' CIC would have the . 
JuniOr Pi;:i.rticipa-ting1--Tactical ·oata· System· and a compieta·ly new , 
and computerized weapons interface. The OMEGA navigation sys-·. 
tern would replace LORAN-A. The Mark·lO 5"/54 guns would be 
installed. The .main- propulsion plant was earmarked for- over · 
five million dol-lars· in modi1'ication; · maint!!nance and· general 
repair~ Numerous other equipments and systems were scheduled 
for complete overhaul either by the shipyard or by ship's force. 

On 12 June, LCDR Joseph E. BOLAND, USN, relieved CDR 
Rohe rt R. U. RIH»INE, USN, as Commanding Officer. CDR RIHUNE 
was ordered to COMTHIRDFL'r for duty. LCDR BCL.t\ND came trom 
GSS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG-16) where he had been Executive Officer. 

COCH!',ANE moved to Drydock #4 on 13 July, and remained 
there until 28 August. During this period her hull was com­
pletely sandblasted, primed and painted. She also received 
extensive work on her sonar dome, propellers, and_sta:cboard 
rudder. She .. was shifted from the drydock to berth B-1 where 
she was to remain ·until 18 December. 

On 20-21 :uove:mber, COCURA.i.'\JE successfully passed a· Light 
oxr Exa.ttw1at.ion of her forward propulsion plant conduCted by_ 
the Propulsion Examining.Board .. This board is composed of 
four officers whose. mission is to examine.1200 PSI steam~ 
engineering plant:, for· s.atd.sfactory ml':te?:'i.al 100ndition, train­
ing readines-s, p:i;oper·. adml.J;J,istration· ?Dd records. No plant is 

. .·. <\i~)i_1\W; irc--
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certified for light off of. thiS extre-
mely thorough board. COCHRANE responded to the challenge 
posed by PEB in typical fashion, backing the engineers as a. 
team. The all-·hands effort resulted in yet another milestone 
for the ship in her history. The PEB examined the after Plant 
on 17-18 December, and at that time certified both of our 
engineering propulsion plants ready for. light-off. 

COCHRA?lE shifted to berth /3-17 on 18. December and remained· 
there for' the·. laSt weeks of 197 3, · a year of suc:Cess and ach- ~ 
ievement for a fine ship and her fine crew. 

' 
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"THE SECRCTARY Of THE NAVY 

WASf-:INGTON, D. C. 2035G 

The Sec:::-e::ary of the ';::;.avy ta~<es ple2..sure in prcseatiDg the 

NAVY UNIT COW!MENDATlON to 

USS COCHRANE (DDG-2;.) 

for se:rvice a.s set fort:1. in the following 

ClTATiON: 

For exceptio:-~al!.y rr~e:-itorio1.;s seYvice -wtile assigr:.ed to the 
.United States SEVENTH Fleet a-aC. par·.:icipating in coi"nbat operations i~l 
Southeast Asia f:ro:r~ S Aug0.st 1972 ::o .28 January 1973. As.sigr1t:d vs a 
Naval gunfire support ur.it off t~e coas: of::he Republic of Viern&n-1, USS 
COCHRANE provided exceeC.ing1y accJ:ra::e a:-.d eff~ctive gu11fire ;:;Uj)i)o;.·;: 
w'!:lich destroyed or seve:::-eiydarn.sgeG. :::n.:.rn.erous enemy a·oop a:-,d loft;ifi:;.c 
facilities, a-ad on one occz.sion, s&ved a .Z:cier.dly forces pot'.:i"<.ior, fro~-:-1 
being overTUil, Additior..ally, COCHRANE ws.s dist'...ri.guished by l:1;r 1i1·Jst 

e
,:.:""'ct've ·p·~·,·c4"" .. .;0 ... :- .,...,.,.,......·,,. ... o··~ 1-:,..1.... s- 000· ,..,,,y•l 'l'".-:1··1·t.'> , ..... J.;:-~.-· ;.,.c ,. • o. ... ~ ... ,..i.-'°''"'" l, .1.i.1 ,.H.i.1.,c.:.. u::i ., .. ~,.i.- ).),;:;,;:; .i.1,. ~- .:., l,,, ·• ,l\ .,.• .... :o 

s.g&i;;.st i..11po:ctant rci.ili-.:·c..ry ·ca::ge;:s alm1g the i·:.eavily io.:.:d"ii:.:.:\ cu:·,·-:: o1 
North Vietnam .. D;.;.ring thesE: strites, while subjecteC.: to i:-:t(:r, ~.;12 ar,d ·~cu;·· 
.,. .... ,-e hos.,.:·,e flre ,·,-e o~·f',,...c-.. ~ .-.-a·,.....,'°'...., o·~ Tu'"S r"r-,cr-l"R ~, 1

·,.: '"'u·: ..... ,.-, ,.,, .. ,, .&."-'- • ._,_.._ ,.,. 
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ex-ep~:o"a' co"ra,")":=o .... ,..d c"1_,., p~o-=,,.-~,o-a'1·~-- ,,11-;:,, su-c", .. --.:, .. ,,u -,...,, .. _ , '- -..1. •• ,. ,.. 
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throughout this period, USS COCHRANE contributed sig::--.ifi:.:ar.t.ly rn ;:~-,.:! 
ichieven:~nt of United State::s objec·~ives ';.n Sou the as: Asia and u:_)h\::ld the 
highest tiflditions of Lhe U:nited States Naval Service. 

Enclosure (3) 
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