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Frow: Commanding Nfic X328 )

To: _Chief of Haval (‘pe_-' - )

’ Director of Havel Eﬁswfy OPU%89)
Commander in Chief, U, S. Pagiftie Fleet
€ Gemmander Cruiser-Destroyer Foree, U, S, Pacific Fleet

Compander Destroyer Fletilla FIVE
Subi: 1968 Amnuwol Commend History of USS FINCH (DER-328)
Ref: (a) OFNAVINST 5750.124

Enel: (1) 1942 Chronoleogy of Highlights
’/2‘ 1968 Basic Narretive
(3) Decumentary Date Sheet
’flﬁ Hong Kong Influenss Research Press Release
(5) Fhotograph of Companding Officer, ICDR R. L. GRIMMELL, VSN
(6) Biography of Commending Officer
\{?) Rogter of USS FINCH Officers as of 3] December 19068
(8) Muster Roll of USS FINCH as of 31 December 1948
(9) Ship’s Welecome Abonrd Pamphist
(10) (sC)} Cruise Book of SS FINCH, NEFLECTIONS

1. In ageerdence with reference (&), enclosures (1) through (9) are forwarded
comprising the 1968 fanwal History of USS FINCH (DER-328/, Lnelosure (10)
will be submdtted aftsr receipt from the publisher.
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18,19 Janmuary

17 Pebrvasy

26=-28 Febyusry

Q@ Mareh

13, 14 March

18=21 March
25-29 March
3 April

14 April

15=-19 April
22 April

29 April =
3 May

6-9 Moy

G Moy
10=16 Moy
11, 12 May
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Underxvay enrcubs homeport, Guam, H, I, after aix month deploymsnt
as a wibt of SEVENTH Flest,

In homeport for RAV, Upkeep, and underway for local operations,

Began RAV at U,S, Nawval Ship Repair Facility, Guam, M. i

PINCH served as host ship for Taiwanese RCS TA ‘I'UHG (ATP=543) .
7 N s, incincer Officer won COMNAVMARIANAS light—
waight baxing crovm, In subseguent matches became All-Navy
Rumner<Up in his class,

FINCH assisted CAFT R. R. 1AW, USN, COMDESFLOT FIVE and CDR D. F.
MILLIGAN, UsSN, COMCOBTRON SEVEN and staffs in Administratiom and
POM irspections of USS KEETCHMER (DER-329).

FINCH held sea tyxials, FRAV concluded,

Underway for local ASW exercises,

Undexway for Independent Ship Exercises.

Underwvay for Indepandent Ship Exerecises.

FINCH notified of receipt of Green Opsrations Battle Efficiengy
“E® for perdcd ending December 31, 1967,

LCDR E. L, GRIMMEILL, USN, Prospective Cosmanding Officer, reported
aboaxrd,

Underwvay for Yokosuka, Japan,

ICDR B, L. GRIMMELL, USN relieved as Commending Officer, USS FINCH,
relieving COR M, A, SKUBIMNA, USN, VADM W, F, BRINGLE, USH,
COMSEVENTHFLYT visited USS FINCH %o attend ceremomy., Bsgan Refrssher
Training under FLETRAGRU WESTPAC, Underway for Training Battle
Problen,

Underway for Refreshsr Training with instructors on board.
Underway for Refresher Training drills, including AA gumnery
exercises,

Undermmy for ORY Fattle Problem, complsted with a grade of 90.45.
Upkeep, Tokosuka.

Ship’s parties, Club Alliance, Yckosuka.
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27.29 May

29 May

17 dune

24 Jume

22, 23 June

27 Jue
3, & duly
é July
19 July
1L July
29 July
31 July

21 July -
13 August

25 13 August

6; 10 August

13 August
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USH, COMD we, ard CORINGE v:v,
gonducted FINCH Administration and POM inspections
from USS ILOWE (DER-325),

ARTRON
with assisvance

indersay for local ASW overcises,

Mocred alongside Thai Ship HTMS PRESAE (HF-2) at U, S, Ravel Ship
Repair Faclliity, Guam, Begon Upkeep period,

iInderwey for deployment as & unit of SEVENTH Flget,
ArrivedSubis Bay, R. P,

Conducted gwmery exercises in wicinity of Subic Bay, R. P.
Underway for Vielnam,

Relieved USS FAIGOUT (DRP=32L) as CTE 115.2,2.2 in ¥arket Time
Avsa T,

Entersed Wha Trang, BEVH for short briefiag,
Conducted HGFS in vieinity of Hom Iao Islaad, RVN,
Entered Cam Ranh Bay,

Entered Csx BRanh Bay,

Enbered Cam Ranh Bay,

Relieved by USS HAVERFIELD (TER-393). Underway for Hong Kong, B.CuC.

Moored Bouy B-28 Hong Kong Herbor, Relieved USCGC CAMPEELL (WHEC-32)
as SOPA ADMIN Hong Xong {(CTU 70,2.0)

SOPA ADMIN Hong Komz (CTU 70.2.0)

Blood of FINCH crevmen drewn by persomnel from NAMHEU--2, Taiped for
regearch on the then cwrrent Hong ¥ong Influenza Epidemic,

Ship tours conducted for 40 orphan school children,

Relieved by USCGC EIBB (MHEC-3L),

Underway for Kachsiung, Taiwen,

Arrived Keohsiung, Began zasigiment on Taiwan Patrol,
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L3 Auguss =

16 September

8 September
16-18 September

18 September o
1 QOctober

26, 27 Septamber

1 October
3 October
3 Cctober ~
19 October
5 QOctober
7=9 October

19 October

22 October -
23 November

22 Movemver

2328 November
28 November

28 Novembey -
12 Decembsr

9; 10 December
12 Decembor
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Deparbed Kaohsiupg for evasion of typhoons Wendy and Agnes,

Rendezvoused with USS KHETCHMER and conducted two-ship exercises
while on storm evasion in the vicinity of Babuyan Islands off
nerthern Lugon.

Returned Kachsiung. Resumed normal Taiwen patrol dutdes.
EZnroute Subic Bay,

Upkeep, Subie Bay, with USS MARKAB (AR-23).

sssisted COR (NN, 55, COMCORTRON FIVE in conducting
Administrative Imspsction on USS WILHOITE (DER=-397).

Enrovte Vietnam,

Relicved USCGC WINCHA (WHEC=63) as CTU 115.1,2 in Market Time
Ares 11,

Market Time Patrol,

Entered Danang Harbor,

Delivered NGFS support in eonjunction with U,S, Avmy’s Operation
*logan Field" on Cape Batvangan, KN,

Relieved by USCGC CMASCO (WHEC=39), Enroute Kaohsiung, Taiwen,

Assignad Taiwan Patrol dubies with inport perdeds in Kaohsiung and
Keelung,

FINCH visited by CAFT R. H. HATIEN, MC, USM, Commanding Officer,
HAMRU-Z Talpei and presented awayds for vital role in Hong Kong
Influenge studies,

Enroute Tokosuka, Japan,

Moored alongside USS MARKAB (AR-23), Berth 6, U, S, Fleet Activities,
Yokesuka for upkeep,

Upkeep, Yokosuka,
Ship's partiss, Club Alliance, Yokosuka.

Undersay for CGuam, M. I,
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13 Necenber £56h landvaxssry of first comulssioning,

1% December Axwived homeport, Guam, H. 1. Ueployment concluded,

£ o

17 Decembey Undevway for Fre-BAT sea trxdals.

Off-londed spmunition and fuel,

18-31, Decewber Mooved Berth 1-1, U, S. Neval Ship Repair Facility, Guam.,

Gommenced BAU,

Enclosure (1)
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On 2 Jamayy 1968, USS FINCH (IBR-328) oub~chopped from the U, S, SEVENTH
Fleet to the Cruiser-Destroyer Force, U, S, Pacific Fleet as she returned to
homepore, Guam, M, I. from a six-month deployment., The following afternoon
FINCH was in Guam. The ship plunged into her annual Restricted Aveilability at
U, 8. Maval Ship Repsir Facility, CGuam on 13 January.

While the focus of activities was waterial lmprovement of the ship, time wes
found for varied outside activities. 18 Janvary FINGH welcomed the Republic of
China Ship TA TUNG (ATP=54) to Cuam. While Wardrooms exchenmged grestings, the
crows played softbell, Softbell figuvred prominently in organized leisure activities,
followed by bowling, LT [ sy, Fogiveer Officer, clinched the COMNAV-
MARTANAS Lightweight Boxing Crown on 17 Februsry, In subsequent weeks he went on
to complete in the A.A.U. matches and take the All-Navy Runner-Up spot in his class,

FINCH compieted her RAV with sea txials on 9 March, FPor the next month she
concentrated on training and readiness by geliing underway for local operations,
During this periocd; she provided submarine target vesscl services and received
valvable ASW training in return from units of SUBRMN 15, Easter Sunday, 1b April,
FINCH greeted her prospeciive Commanding Officer, LCDR Robert L. GRIMMELL, USK,

The following day, she departed for Yokosuks, Japan and snmuel Refresher Traiming
with FILETRACRU WESTPAC,

The first day of REFTRA, 22 April, saw a lob of action, At 1000 under gray
but dry skies CDR M., A. SKUBINNA, USN {urned over commend of FINCH te LCDR GRIMMELL,
The fantail ceremony was held as the ship lay moored at Bsrth 9, U, S, Fleet
Activities, Yokosuka, Japan, Among notables in atiendance was VADH W, F. BRINGLE,
USN, COMSEVENTHFLT, Within three hours of assuming command, LCDR GRIMMELL had
his new ship underway for the Training Battle Problem, The pace never letv up for

the next three weeks of traiping,
Enclosure {2)




M uhe cures weesks of wiwliily, FINCH spent the first inport,while 2 great
vercentege of the crew atvended Firefighting, Cumnery, Communication, PMS/MDC,
and other schools, The weskdays of the next two weeks weve passed steaming in
Sagewi Wan neay Yokosuka, Most underwey tiwe wss spent in General Quarters
drille and wateh secbion dyvdlls which were administeved by embarked FLETRAGRU
ingbructors., 9 Moy FINCGH conducted the Final Estble Problem and achieved 2 grade
of Texeellent® on her ORI, She completed REFIRA wmith an overall grade of ‘high
gm&du” Six more days passed in Yokosvks for Upkeep, and FINCH deported for home-
port again on 16 May.

The tenpo of ship life shifted upon veturn to Guam on 20 May, During the
first week back, CAP? R. R. 1aW, 0N, coMpEsFio? FIVE, cOR [ vsN,
COMGORTRON SEVEM, staffs, and pevsomnel from USS LOWE (IER=325) conducted
Aduinistretion and Pre-deployment inspections on the ship, The post ingpection
period was spemt making finel proparations for deploymenmt., FINCH got wndommy
duardng this time for independent drills and callbration axeycises, A portion of
the pericd up to 17 June was spent moored alongside HIMS PRASAE (PP-2), The Thaie
ard FINCH sailors snjoyed sach o{;her“é company, shile FINCH played the role of
et to PRASAE,

0800, 17 June FINGH stood oub of Apre Harber, Cuam enroube to Subic Bay, R, Ps
an the first lsg of her deployment. She bscame & vnit of SEVENTH Fleet on 19 June
and reached Subic Bay two days later, After loading final stores amd conducting
several gumery exercises, she made the short transit to Vietnam and relieved IBS
FAIGOUT {DER<32.) a8 CTE 115,2,2,2 in Market Time Avea V om 25 Jume,

FINCH's pabrol perled in Vietnem was relatively gulet except for one short
7iglt to Nha Trang Herbor and three quick trips to Cam Ranh Bay. Delily routine
consisted of tracking, inspecting, and boarding Vietnamese cargo junks., FCF beat
crews lived aboard FINCH and altermeted duvty deys, changing when the boats came
w0 be refueled from the ship, The roubtine was brokenm about every three days for
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‘t‘al"ir.”‘i%}f'?.-‘!:’t?,;ﬁ? veplenisiment., ¥The caly othey interveption came on 3 and 4 July, when
‘I“.,{‘y %'ezzciamii Haval Gunfire Support on mainlend slopes in the wicinity of Honm Iso
Island, RVN, FINCH deliveved her Fourth of July fireworks against thirteen sus~
pected Viet Cong treils and asgsembly areas, She departed Area V vhen relieved
by USS HAVERFIELD (UER-393) on 29 July.

By 31 July, FINCH had moored to Bouy B-28, Hong Kong Harbor, B.C.C. and
relieved USCOC CAMPEELL (WHEC-32) as SOPA Admin Hong Kong {(CTU 70.2.0). Hoag
fong, the faverite pori of WestPac, proved no d:l.sa.ppomtmem, in FINCHs two week
stay inspite of the Hong Kong Influenza Epidemic, In hopes of researching this
new disease, personnel from Naval Medical Resesrch Unit TWO, Taipel, Taiwan drew
biood from the entire crew on 2 and 13 August. As shown in enclosure (L), &

Hong Kong Flu vaccine was developed from the virus collected solely from the blood
of FINCHMEN, _

While in Hong Kong, FINCH supplied permanent shore patrol, served as & message
center for R&R ships, acted as liaison between Amevican and British suthoxities,
and coordinated speciel services desived by R&R ships, The FINCH crew, also enjoyed
themselves on the good liberty, In cooperation with persomel at HMS TAMAR, the
British Havel Station in Hong Hong, FINCH held opem house for asbout 40 Chinese
orphan ehildren on 6 and 10 August,

In the safternoon of 13 Awgust, USCGC BIBB (WHEC-31) relieved FINCH, ERarly the
following morning FINCH embarked on the ome day transit to Kaohsiung, Taiwsn, for
sasigoment to Taiwen Patrol Duby, For the next month, the ship opevated out of
Kachsiung as a unit of 10 72.1, spending about 708 of her tims on patrols in the
Straits, FINCH returned to Kaohsiung on 2 September from patrol and moored in &
nest with USS MARKAB (AR=23). At 1600, 3 September, however,8ll U.S, Navy units
present sortied south to avoid typhoons Wendy end Agnes, The next morming USS
KRETCHMER, which had been on pstrol, rendesvoused with FINCH, The %two IERs
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nreceaded to the lee of the Dabuyan Islands Jjust north of Luzon Island in the
Prilippires, Untll the ships returned to Kaohsiung on & September, they pub
storm evasion to good use Uy conducting mumerous dual ship exercises, The
remaindsr of the patrol period passed quickly.

Five letters of commendation from the Commanding Officer were presented
to cutstending FINCH sailors on 14 September in Kaohsiuwmg.

From 16 to 18 Sepbember FINCH transibied to Suble Bay, R, P, for upkeep.

Time ir Sublc wes spenb mostly at work, Afber the proposed ship’s party was
cancelled bechuse of Typhoor Elaine, the only diversion was the arviwval of USS

NEW JERSEY (BB-62), On 26 Sepbember FINCH persomel assisted DR [N
USN, COMCORTRON FIVE and staf? im conducting an Admin Inspection on USS WILHOITE
{IBER-397)}, FINCH's stey in Sublc ended in & vough transit to Vietnam om 1 October,

When FINCH arrived in Mevrket Time Avea II, she relieved USCGC WIMONA (WHEC~
68) as CTU 115.1.2, She enterved Danang Harbor for a few howrs of § October, and
then settled imbto what seemed to be a rowitine patvol, Then early 7 October FINCH
was called upon for gunfire support at Cape Datangem, RVN, During the daylight
hours of thrse successive days FINCH lay to near the shore and delivered coordineted
gonfire support against specific cnemy targets in comnection with the U.85, Anmay
Awerdcel Divigion’s Upevation "Logan Field.® Direct fire from her 3%/50 caliber guns
demaged or destroyed nesrly forty bunkers, structures, and tummels, The remaine-
ing ten deys of pabtwol,until velieved by USCGC OWASCO (WHEC=39), were calm,

By 22 October, FINGH was back in Kaochsimmg ready for more Talwan Patrol, Twice
FINCH visited Keelung (28 October — 5 November, 11-15 Novembsr). On patrol, the
ship twice provided indirect convoy support to GRC convoys composed of Chinese
DDs and ISTs, Duving one Haohsiung inport pevied, FINCH persomnel used Tsoying
Haval Station’s ASW abttack training facilities, Much of this perlodis good
rglations with the Chinese Navy were due to FINCH's liaison officer, ICDR CH,
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"~'E--'§:hf? end of her tdme on Tadwan Pabrol, the shipls crew, Commanding Officer,
and coprpsman were honoved by CAPT R. H., WATTEN, MG, USN, Commanding Officer,
NAMAU-2, Taipel., CAPT WATTEN presented FINCH with plagues and certificates of
appreciation for her part in research of the Hong Kong Flu (see enclosure (L)
for details). During the ceremony, CAPT WATTEN inspected the crew and the
Commanding Officer commendad four men for ocutstanding contributicons in the field
of enginesving. On this high note, FINCH concluded her Talwan duty and left for
Tokosuka, Japan the following day.

FINCH resched Tokosulca on Thenksgiving Day, 28 November and moored alongside
USS MARKAB at U, S, Fleet Activities, Berth 6, The Yokosuka upkesp period had
two beneficlal effects., First, it gave a headstart on the upcoming restricted
avallebility. Yokosuka also provided & last chance for the crew to blow off
steanm before returning to the rigors of an overhaul in Guam. This wes the purpose
of the gela shipls party held at the Club Alliance 9 and 10 December. Two days
later, FINCH dsparted on the deployment's last transit--the return to Guam, M, I,

In a modest shipboard cerameny held during the rough transit, FINCH celebrated
the twenty-£fifth suniverary of her first commlssioning on 13 December. Two days
later, she departed SEVENTH Fleet end reburned to the operaticmal control of
COMCRUDESPAC, The ship ended her deployment on 16 December as she tied vp in Apra
Harbor at U, S. Waval Supply Depot, Guam.

17 December, FINCH got underwey under her cwn power for the last time in 1968
for Pre-RAV sea trlals, These ended with ofi-leading emwmition and fuel. She
entersd RAV at U, S5, Maval Ship Repair Faciliby, Guam, M. I, on 18 December.

FINCH ended 1968 preparing for her next deployment to the Westerm Pacifie.

LY 1
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Calendax yoar 1968 info ions
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Total fuel congumed (mrine diesel and JP-5,): 759,418 gallona

Underwey Replenlsiments: 20
Days underways 166
3%/50 ealiber vounds expended:
Hostile Fire: ALY
- Training: 503

(37 June = 36 Desember):

Underway repienishments: 20
PCF/WFB/M3C supporbed: 54
NGFS Missions: 10
Armmition expendibtures:
31/50 saliver: 455
50 ¢alibsr machine gun: /4308
30 caliber machine guon: 2210
Cruige duration: 182 days
Days underwsy: 112
Miles steamed: 25,39
Mest miles steamed in ome monbth: July - 7215
Fuel consumed (merine diesel and JB=5): 532,776 gallons
Cash disbursed to FINCH crew: 8§253,202,09

Cash disbursed Lo personnel of other unite during duby as SO0PA AIRIN Hong Kong

exceeded $31,000,00
Food consuwapblon:

Beef: 7,969 lbs
Lettuce: 3,445 1bs
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Feood copsuaption: {Coni'd,

T

Bread: 4,224 1lbs
Potatoes (freshj: 19,090 lbs
Ice Cream: 75% gellons

Coffee: 1,200 lbs

Pogtal Informaihion:

Stamp sales: $1,708,50

Money Ordera: A9

Valug of Momey Owders sold: $27,827.70
¥gil dispabohed: 7,242 lbs

Mail received: 11,210 1bs

Communications s

Messapes transmitted: 907
Hessages received: 2930

Medical:
Total sick call: 1259

Admission refervels: ©
Ipsuni zations: 969

™
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USS FINCH (DER=328)
»

FPO San Francisco 96601

PRESS RELEASE

RESEARCH ON USS FINCH LFADS TO NEW VACCINE

Kachsiung, Taiwan - 22 November 1968

55 FINCH (DER-328) received official recognition of her role in medical research
of last sumer’s Hong Kong influenza epidemic in ceremonies held on board Friday,
November 22, On behalf of the ship’s crew, the Commanding Officer, ILCDR R. L.
Grimmell, USH accepted an award from CAPT R, H., Watten, MC, USN, Commanding Officer
of Naval Medical Research Unit TWO, Taipei.

NAMRU=-2's Dr. W, D, Kundin and Mr, George Irving came abcard FINCH as she was
Station Ship Hong Kong in the first half of August. With the aid of the ship's
"Doct, HML |, vsy, they drew blood samples from appreximately 125
of the 140 man crew on the 2nd and 13th of August, A third drawing was made on
August 26th when the ship was in Kaohsiung, HML [l =ede 2 fina) drewing
during the week of 18 Novembsr., In addition numerous throat swabs were taken, and
data was kept on the mumsber of men who saught the disease.

With the help of the Army 406th Medical-General Laboratory and the U.S. Public
Health Service, it was discovered that the long Kong influenza was & variant of the
Asian Flu unaffected by present vaccines., The information gathered solely from the
FINCH was excellent for research because the ship, in the words of Dr. Kundin,
“provided the perfect controlled experiment."

"The most significant thing,” stated CAFT Watten "is that for the first time we
were able to observe and study the oubbreak of am infiuenza on a Naval vessel
before the disease actually got started. This has provided valuable and unique
information." As 2 result, the virus recovered from the men of the FINCH, 70% of
whom caught the flu to some degree, has been made into & new vaccine which will

be available on December ist; first to the armed forces, and then to the gemeral
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population. Aveilability of this wvaceine w1l benefit all of South East Asia

and the rest of the world if the disease spreads during the winter as is expectsd.
Appregiation for the opsn cooperation of all FINCH crew members was expressed by
NAMRU-2 personnel, In recognibion for cubstarding assistance, HML - and
ICDR Gximmell. were given Certificates of Appreciation by CAFT Watiem, Prior to
the ceremony, CAPT Watten reviewed the crew abt a persormel inspsction.

The 17,0 ton Radar Picket Bucort USS FINCH is howeported in Guam, Mariana Islands

and is presently denleyed as a uvnilt of the U, 5. SEVENTH Fleet.
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