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COMMPJ\JD HISTORY 

USS HENDERSON (DD-785) 

FOR THE YEA~ 1973 

I. COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

II. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

III. SPECIAL TOPICS 
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PART I - CO:MMi\ND ORGPNIZAT.TON 
•• I 

1. The Commanding Officer through 29 Jurir_:~ 1973 was 0::irnrnander Robert E. KARAS, 
1110. He was relieved by Connnander William M. CROWE, USN, 

/1110. 

2. A roster of the officers and enlisted crew members as of 31 December 1973, 
is attached to this part. 

3, USS HENDERSON was attached to DESRON 29 through 11 March 1973, 
when she was transferr•ed to DESRON 13 . She remained part of this 
squadron until 1 October 1973 when she was assigned to the 11aval 
Reserve Force and DESRON 27, 

4. 'I1he following officers were ·:.::mnsferred from };ENDERSON during 
1973 : ~ 

23JAN73 ENS D.C. STRUBE, USN 
30JAN73 LTJG L.T. MacNAMARA 1 SC, USNR 
30MAY73 LT L.J. HART, USN 
22JUN73 LTJG B.L. STEELiffiN, USN 
29JU~~:7 3 CDR R. E. KAHAS, USN 

9AUG73 LT J.E. MAITLAND , USN 
23AUG73 LTJG J.W. PABST. USN 

80CT7 3 LTJG M. T. GEHL ,· us:;i 
12NOV73 CW02 K.W. CHELGREN~ USN 
24DEC73 ENS J.M. GILBERT, USN 
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P/).RT II = SUMM/\RY OF OPERATIONS 

i' ~ 9 Janua~c>y 
9 - 12 J&,nUa}~Y 
12 - 15 January 
15 = 2!r January 
24 - 2~ January 
26 ~ 30 January 
31 January - 6 February 
7 ·- 2 3 February 
24 - 26 Februarv 
26 February - 3VMarch 
3 ·- L[ March 
4 -" 7 March 
8 - 14 March 
15 Marich 
16 ~ 19 March 
19 - 21 Ma r c h 
22 - 23 :\1arch 
24 March - 7 April 
8 ~ 22 .April ·· 

23 ~. 29 April 
30 April -· 2 May 
3 -· 10 May 
11 ·- 16 May 
16 = 18 May 
19 ·- 25 May 
26 May - 31 July 
31 July - 2 August 
2 - 5 August 
6 = 10 August 
1 O --· 14 August 
.14 - 17 August 
17 ~ 25 August 
25 c- 30 August 
31 August '" 3 September 
4 - 9 September 

9 September 
9 - 12 September 
13 ~ 14 September 
14 - 19 September 
20 - 23 September 
21+ September 
25 September - 1 October 

1 October - 20 November 
21 November - 31 December 

Underway wi~h USS SARATOGA 
Inport SUBIC BAY, RF 
Enroute SINGAPORE 
Inport SINGAPO~E 
Enroute SATTAHIP, THAILAND 
Inport SATTAHIP , THAILAND 
Yankee Station Training Area 
PIRAZ station with USS JOUETT 
Enroute CEBU, RP 
Inport CEBU, RP 
Enr oute Gulf of Tonkin 
Yankee Station with USS ORI3KA1Y 
Inport SUBIC BAY, RP 
Enroute KAOHSIUNG, RC 
Inport KAOHSIUNG ; PC 
Underway in Exer c~e i Golden Shrimp 
Inport KAOHSIU•,\1 J .-: . 

Underway in Gu ~: o: l onkin 
Under11ay off Ea. ~ '.) l:.cn -; , PRV 
Op e r>ation End 8·8,~ cp 
Inport ECNG I<OllGJ EiCC 
Enroute YOKOSUKA, JAPAN 
!npor~ YOKOSUKA, JAPAN 
En:::-out,3 MIDWAY 
En~oute PEARL HARBOR 
Enrouts LONG BEACH 
Inport LONG BElCH 
Enroute DES MOI~ES, WASHINGTON 
Inport DES l'!I0:1::1:':? 8 ~ WASHINGTON 
Enroute LONG 23!\. CH 
Inport LONG BEACH 
Underway for TIECONNEX - 73 
Inport LONG BEACH 
Underway with USS ORISKANY 
Inport LONG BEACH 
EnroutePEARL HARBOR with 
USS LEONARD F. MASON 
Inport PEARL HARBOR 
Underway at RIMPAC - 73 
Inport PEARL HAHBOR 
Underway at RIMPAC - 73 
Inport PEARL HARBOR 
Ford Island Tour 
Enroute LONG BEACH with USS 
KITTY HAWK 
Inport LONG BEACH 
Restricted Availability, Long Beach 
Naval Shipya.rd 
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Basic Narr•ati ve 

USS HE~DERSON spent the first 5 months of 1973 on a Western Pacific 
Deployment. While the~e, she spent most of her time operating in 
the Gulf of Tonkin, either with aircraft carriers as Mutual Sup­
port Ship, or exercising in the Yankee Station Training Area. She 
also served at Haiphong Harbor with Operation END SWEEP. After her 
return to Long Beach, she performed various Eastern Pacific oper­
ations and travelled to Hawaii for Exercise RIMPAC - 73. Returning 
to · Lpng Beach, she enteried the Lc:rig Bea.ch Naval Shipyard on 21 Noven­
ber for conversion to Naval Distillate Fuel~ 

Deployment 

Having just rescued the crew of the USS SARATOGA (CV - 60) SH - 3D 
helicopter, HENDERSON entered the New Year with a bang. · She con­
tinued to escort SARATOGA in the Gulf of Tonkin throug~ the 7th of 
January; the two ships then proceeded to Subic Bay for upkeep. 
Although there only three days 3 the Ship Repair Fa ci lity worked 
around the clock to replace the bad A-end of . the M,~>.mt 51 train 
drive, and also performed repairs on most of CI C'o electronic gear. 
( The last ten days were spent with SARATOGA wi t hr.,ut any search radar) 
While there, LT POOSAR of the Royal . Thai Navy embarl<ed to study 
American ASW methods. 

On the morning of 12 January, HENDERSON and SARATOGA proceeded to­
gether to Singapore, the latter beginning her return to the United 
States after a 10 month-deployment . HENDERSON moored at the Semba-

~wang Naval Shipyard, at the north end of the island, for an upkeep 
period for her long-taxed engineering plant. During these 9 days 
the crew was able to enjoy some hard- earned liberty on this small, 
yet prosperous island nation. Leaving on the 24th of January, the 
ship then headed for Sattahip, Thailand, for 1~ days of liberty. 
That same day, enroute, the ship crossed the Equator, and once again 
a large band of ocur.;y . polliwogs were converted to trusty shellbacks 
before the court of King Neptune. While in Thailand, the crew had a 
chance to visit the Thai capital, Bangkok. The first day there, the 
Vietnam Ceasefire was declared and the long war was finally over. 
Unfortunately, while there, HENDERSON lost the only man she lost on 
the deployment: SA BUTCHER, who had only been on board a week, was 
killed in a motorcycle accident. 

Leaving Sattahip on 31 January, the ship proceeded to the Yankee 
Station Training Area for a week, then proceeded to the still-tense 
PIRAZ ,station off North Vietnam. Nevertheless, time was found for 
many training evolutions, ranging from J. 0. tic-, tacs .to Gertrude 
Drills to Rescue and Assistance parties. 

. \ 

After a seemingly interminable 16 days at PIRAZ; HENDERS ON received 
a great break --- she was ordered to proceed to Cebu Ci t y in the 
Philippines, with USS MANATEE (A0-58). This visit with its tours, .. 
ente.rtainment, and lively, enthusiastic populace was the high\ !).i~l~7't ):,!: 
of the cruise. The warm hospitality and large turnout EW'e'rry. ·day at · 
the pier made Cebu a very memorable stop for all, .• ,, 
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After a short trip to the Gulf of Tonkin with USS ORISKANY 
(CVA- 34), HENDERSON retu~ne d f or the third time to Subic Bay, 
R,P'.'. During this G-d c=ty stop, n1.a j or rep2irs were accomplished 
to the ~ngineering pla nt t o prepar e the ship for Exercise 
GOLDEN SHRIMP . RADM KERN visited the ship to transfer her to 
DESRON 13 on 11 March. Leaving Subic on 15 March, the ship had 
3 days of libe rty in Kaohsiung , R.C.; this busy ? Ort city 
offered many contrasts to the earlier liberty ports on the 
cruise. 

Exe rcise GOLDEN SHRIMP began the morning of 19 March. The units 
o f the Republic of China 1 s Navy and the U.S. Navy worked together 
in close cooperation through all phases of ASW drills, including 
single ship and dua l ship attacks, and complicated screening ex­
e rcises. 

It was during this pe riod that HENDERSON fir ed he re only exe r ­
cise we a pon o f 1973. After an abbreviate d r e~~r~ to Kaohsiung, 
HENDERSON began her largest at-sea period of ~1 ~ deploym2nt. 
Running f Pom 2 3 March through 2 3 April, the s'.'.1:· ;_: operated as 
Mutual Support Ship for USS CONSTELLATION ( CV/'. -C~ ' 1 ) and USS RANGER 
(CVA-61), and spent some time in the Yankee 2t~t i on Training Area. 
From 8 April through 22 April, she participa t Gd in Operation END · 
SWEEP off Haiphong Harbor, North Vietnam, with Task Force 78. 
For this operation~ each unit involved was awarded a letter of 
commendation from ADM Thomas MOORER, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. This letter read in part ''The performance of 
the surface and airborne mine countermeasures forces in the · 
waters of North VieTnam exemplified the highest levels of pfo­
fessional competence, and devotion to duty. The efforts of the 
Navy in Operation END SWEEP contributed significantly to the 
timely release of U.S. prisoners of war, and to the nations 
objectives in Southeast J\sia11

• 

When Operation END SWEEP units left Haiphong enmasse in late 
April, HENDERSON was detached to proceed to Hong i<;01;ig ~ B. C. C. ~ 
for 5 days liberty. Also important was the two-day long ships J?artY' 
held at Ocean Bar in the Wan-chai District. After several relaxing days of 
tours and slack time, the ship left for Yokosuka, Japan, for an upkeep. 
period for going home to l.Dng Beach. After 5 days of hard worl~ and having 
picked up the load of WES'IPAC goodies, the ship left for ~ome in company 
with USS BRADLEY (DE=l051), despite a flurry of rumors which had us return­
ing to the Gulf of Tonkin. 

After fueling stops at Midway and Pearl Harbor, having comp~eted a full 
paver run, the ship arrived home at 1000 on 25 May, cornpletmg her 20th 
WES'IPAC deployment. 
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• Standdovm and Eastpa.c C),';)S 

Starting with b"le arL. val back i'.'"1 J..onq BeaC!h P the sh.i~ com:nence<l a 30-day 
standdcwn period. Ludng this t i.rrB she b:~uaTl a h::,nac-,r avai_la.bility and also 
prepared for the tpcoming INSU.RV .im3pectioi::L 'I'hG ship also regan to prepare: for 
Conmander Kt~'1A.' S upcoming r-Jlief by Cormn.nder W. M. Cf:.0:-JE P Jr. rche 29 Jtme 
chang·e o:E comntll"'ld 03rerrony waD llold a t p i.-:~r 15 v on tf1C:? l ong B2.c,ch Naval Station, 
wi t11. the . qu;:;)st speaker being Captain C. V. WIJ..HC\I'l', COMDESFD':T 27. 

Hith the standdmm p;~riod anJ change of com:nand cererrony out of tb.e way l tl1'3 crew 
knuckled do.m to serious business preparing even harder for the upcoming INSURV. 
Finally v on 20 ,Tul y i tha INSUIW team arrived on board, ar:id for 3 days, BEHDE!RSON 
wa.s gon3 over with a fine tooth corrb by the Navy 1 s :rrost con03ntrated group of 
2x1,.e rts. T,,f.:iilG tb.t'3 in2vi t::1,ble niajor discn3pancies ware found, never'chel,ass 
rn.::tJDEPJ"=;(n 1:,ras tour:·.d f.U.: :for further service, a wee.1< 13.ter she got onderW<'W on 
scheduL~" R)r first l_:)()rt visit after leaving :•JESTPAC was at the to.rm of D:js Moines 
Viashington in ho!1or of her annual Waterland Festival. nh.i.le t harei tl1r3 srLip was 
hosb:::d to a. variety of social evants; she also hosted sevr2raJ.. :c~H red ,Jx-cr,a1.11ITP...n 
frr)m tha area on .(\ .t~J.gust 1 hor 28th birthday. r.IEl'rDEFc;:.:cN wee,, v:~fdted by san-2 of 
th3 · 1ocal l:1...'lpulao3. 

A£tor a short mturn to Long Bea.chr flENDERSCT:J trav21Lx1 t -, r c .:-.:osidG, C'.alifomia 
and C.."trrp Pendleton, to narticinate in REcctt'JE:C- 7 3 wit h t-)!,3 2r.·:l ' :Jarinr3 Di vision. 
'Ih:i.s eJ!!:.:!rciso tested th~ feasi})ilit:/ of usiiY:r a. r,in_;·,J.-1-~1 ·1 s t ::, ::.-:~. bocm for rubber 
raft remvery. 7tfter severa.l leisun1ly days there at anchor,. ·::he ship 
returned to long Peach for a. weeJ~. On 25 Augu,stp P.EJ•1DFPBO'<J w2.r3 called upon 
to act as mutua.l support ship fo:r. USS OP.ISKi'IJ,JY (CVA·· 34) during the latter's ORL 

Fhile uncJ.et,,vay r word CFJI(l.3 b) IID.JDEBS()N t:hRt USS BFU\DLS'Y (DI>·l041) had experienced 
sorre engineering problarns a.11d would be UJ1c"1:':)le to make th2 trip tD Hawaii for 
exercise filMPl\C-~ 7 3, :111d that H8NDEFSCN was to replac-3 hF.3r. USS HIGBEE (DD-806) 
was quickly sum:n::::-ned t') finish up ORI8Kl'J.'1Y 1 s om, c=md HENDERSQ'\J roturned to 
T...ong Beach to stock up on o:insurw=tble prior to lea.vinq for Hawaii • 

.,~tsr L-:L°b'.Jr Day weekend, t.1.e ship left for Hawaii, rendezvousing with USS LEalZ\lID 
F. i\t.c\SQ\J (DD-852) onroute. Aft.er an trrK!vontful cros,singr t.11e ship refueled at 
Pearl Harbor and went out on Phase I of RIMPAC-7.3, which included l'Sf/;J exercise 
wi tl1 MI\.SOi\J. 111e last phase, rogan on 14 Septe.rrber which had HENDERSO;,} serving a.s 
a simula:ted cruiser of 0'.cang3 Force p proceeded very wall. J\..fter several days in 
p:irt at Pe,::.rrl f-1:"1.rbor p the ship got undervny on 24 Septem1:ior, intending to escort 
USS KITTY H.AitJK (CV·,.61) to thl-'= m3.i.nland. During this sea dGtail she passed the 
J.\.RIZONA ond llTZ:\H Mannric>,ls. Engineerinrr troubles on tJ1e carrier p ha,Jl°3VGr r prev211t· 
ed her frcm Leaving until tli;:;; follcwing day, BENDEFRON rea.'1ter::;d Pearl and left 
again at 0800 the next ITDmi.rig, · T'ne' b,10 ships journey on to tl1a ooinland1 BENDERS( 
returned to long Beach on l Octob8r. 

NRF and ND conversicn 

On 1 Octo..1).-ar 1973 USS HENDE.!:1...SCN 18ft the activ..:: nmml flc.::et and joined the Naval 
P.as-arv2 F'leet and L'estroy:-3r Squ.:1.dron 27, Starting on 12 October, in a proc--2ss 
which would last through the end of the :'.{ear g :mo....n from USS l\PNOIJ) J. ISBELL (Dir86!: 
were cross-decked to rapla.ce sev2rr1.l m=i..n from I-IEI:IDERSO~·J. .At the s,311B tine v the 
active-duty p)rti.on of the era·, was considerably reduced to m3.kz~ room for the 
90-odd reserve ri:L~be.rs who would drill once par rronth on .l:x:iard. B;.J t:!1e end of 
t.he year 3 such drill weekends had been held, and the two portions of the ere{,, had 
began to act as one. Starting on 21 Noverrber BENDE~ON enten~d the Ir'il1g Beach 
Na.val Ship Yard to convert t:) Naval Disti11 a·te fuGL Fhile little also has been 
don:;; by th2 yards, the c.ratJ worked ver:y hard. to m.-:c-u.nt:Jin and Gven i..rnprove the 
material readiness of the ncn--engineering functions of the ship. With tJ:12 h3.rd 
work by all it was p0ssiblc:! to alkw a generous holiday leav2 pericd 1 th2 ship 
finished the year out wi tl-i 3 mJntl1S in rnrt on ei t.her side of the New YGa.r. 
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PZ\Iu' III ·- FPECII-'.L 'l.t)PICS 

l~o Q:x~rational Sta.tistics 

2 • . G211Jns '.:JSFO COYJ!'3t:fi13'.:1 2 r563, 771 

3. Under:wey r3pl8nishnr:mts - 22 

.,:; 
\J 0 

Com:"t1un.i.cation ':i:raffic ·~ Inc..o.·:iing 
Outgoinsi 

c,o J /38 trai.ni.n9 .,~ 84 

Co l':SI'lOC laund.12d t orp,3dos Ji 

7. Supply Ex;::cnclj_tur:)S 

Payroll ·- $ t18: ) ; 5·')00 o 00 

c. (.bmn.issc>ry - $ llO 1 i~58 o 00 

Project 20 

I.CDE l? • Ii , ST. '.IT'.m 

. .. n ' , t "'· ~ - , (,,,~ -'-u.h ,i~.r·;i) l' !avv ..'.,CTllC:!V(;:C:Yll1 - .i.<'.li.=)C!ct.J. ""- \. 

ur L. J. r-1rY1':r 
LT Jo E o Jl1"~I'.:J.'L~ND 
LT I:1.o Co SMJll•::Y 
L~'-JG B. J. ,S'IZ~Ilmi-1 
B'.T'C E. p. WIIJ .... :rnr,r, 
II11CJ\1 Ao ,Jo L::~··:.BE?l' (2nd h:,mrd) 
E'l'l A.. Ro SMITE 
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7f}-2 
:36-32 
H7- 7 
90·-t1 
91=3 
92=13 
95·-3 

Jf)8-l 
113=1 
117·-2 
118-1 
1~· 1- 1 
128~9 
133-<L 
134~7 

L Sumnary Court .narti2.l - art 86 v 87 

10 o IBt:1:8rs of C'ormrn1da.tion awarc'.B:::1 

:U.')JQ SNI'I'E 
L'l'JG Pl-:,BGT 
D:-JS PillUX 
n~s ~:·JATsa>J 
BHS J:1cC.'-,RT.:ff. 
1=i:r··Jf~ HAYPS 

Bl'll ':1:~DlX.fi' 

YJ:H f.1.cGI::::'J( 
mite S'illFFEl:1 
MM2 'l'ILL'SY 
E'IN2 EEY 
rn-12 BW~ND'I' 
F'I'G1N 'I'J'HNEl";. 

b o 7TH FIJJ: I r~tters of Con:nB.ndation 

LTJG @IT, 

ENS Pli2:JIX 
~JS McCl'SfiliY 
CH02 CtIBI.G:':t"Ci2'1 
S'I'C Srf8T ,T, 

9 

BTlm3!.\1EY 
11:11. r1ELSON 
E?1rc ,C.N )TOS 
f"Ml FB:S.C-.USON 
Yl'13 HfOT\U:111'-,'I'ES. 
G:f:G3 ·DoL~BtC 
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11 o 2.3rsormol Sta.tus 

J'.'iCPO 
SCl?O 
C!?O 
POl 
P02 
P03 
Non rated 
'l"btal 

a <) to LT cc.. 2 
b u to LTJG = 3 
Co to CPO ·= 2 
fL to F·--·6 - O __ 
Go to E- 5 - ,:; · 
fa to E·-4 ·- 20 

Bo E.}~rcis,2s C0rrplct"Xl 

Z-· 17~· 1-V'-1. 
Z·~2 3=G 
~~~--.31-=G 
z-21~s 
Z~·28-- S (lG'.XC) 
Z- 13···C.C 
ECIHTEX 

2 

4 

.!Jllcw-3d 
0 
1 
,:: 

" 2~ 
28 
52 
6<! 

°"""I76 

~'.".?P·-S (">':/38) .. . •-~· _.. ... ... 

!-IIF:11 
EI;'1EX 
.i.\f(,;TEX 

C. ' ·_::J'.ff)'If,JUl-1 Fi.}R :: !T;;i.'.f~L BU ·\'":' .• mJTJ IJ!.Il'p USN 
Ci:1Iilli' OF NZWJ.\L 01?EF~Z'll:'ICNS 

Subject:: LDtb3r of Ccmn::mdation 

r.in.003.rcl 
1 
1 
9 

11 
27 
60 
83 

195-

3 
3 
3 
30 hrs • 

L It is with ]?lcasure that I corrrrend tho US navy ·for outstBnding 
r i3:-.:·fornn110'.;; au.ring 0,:')2r:1tion r:ND Si'/IEE!P o From the ino3~)tion to th-~ conclusia11 
of thi;;., O..:::Dration Q the ;:lA.VV war; requi:i:.1.xl. to achie,ll'; far reachlnq goals in 
mirµ.;~;; ti.rCB unc~r concli tions of unU3ua.l str,3ss ,;,,i'ri.ch p laooc. strinq..:mt 
dat--PN1c1s on many Ha~J p2rson.?i.el o 

2 o :'.bt:G'i.•rorthy was th.G mmarkable m21.1.mer in which the 11D"'1G r,.rarf are Force, 
under -cha clirectio.n of the Comna.nder in Chief, US Pacific Fleet, and ably 
mp~x:irted by tJ.12 i\Tav2,l Material Corcm-·Jr1d, formulated corrprehensivo mine 
001mtenn2as1..1rGs r,ilans,, asserrbl2d for~s and ~uipr:P. .. nts, anc1 provided in--depb'1 
traininq to US Marina O:)rps pilots in n~latively new air mine counterrreasures 
skill3. 'Ihe parforrnanc(~. _;of tl1e surface and. airl:nme mine rountenreasures 
forces i.'1 th2 waters of Uort:h Vieb.1c.m ex2rplified th3 higr..:2st levels of 
;_:irofeG:3i0.nal eoorietG.nC"~, o11d d3vot.i.on to duty o 
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, 3. I wish t0 aJd nw p2.:t:S0Dtl.1. )YV,''.}ll ,r]one' 1 to H.?J::ir ?~C:roira1 Bra.in I''lcCauley 

, as Ccrrmandcr ~t'asl·~ Forca 70. Ei.D F3t.1::::2z·iox.- pGrfo:.v:.mc:in':!r~ at t:h.2 l1i~gotia.ting table , 
ah,1.3..ys in a tens;:'! a.tna:;~·:h:.::::rc~ 1 '\iE1r;; ~)f.l.rt.i.cul-:1r l y not.2.w.::Jrl:lly. 'Ih:2 efforts of 
the Nc.vy in G;.X::rti.tion E.N'.J :.;r:P.,.:!:.G'P contdJ.:mb~J siJnificantJ.y to tJ~e tinDly 
releaEK~ of rn~ pr:Ls0n,:3rs of i_r:f,2r, and to tho att:.'1.in1~1:mt of: th8 nati on us 

. obj2c'ci,r,)s in ,Sou.th2c'.St ::,sia. 

l.i ~ J].1 si:t103r1~ apprecia:i:ion for your e.xtraordina.ry corrtribut:Lcms to 
t his vita.l n ilita.ry mission., J. wish to ,::x'cend rrw I"Jerson:11 congra:tuL1tions 
to you end the Uni tsd ~'ec,tes davy f c,r a. j ob we ll dr:nG. 

Is/ T. H. .T:(OJ~ER 
'I' , I-I . MOOY:.:ER 

C.1ai.rn~n 
~Toint Chie:E.s of 8·'- ;:,-r-: .... 
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