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COMMAND HISTORY
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1. The Commanding Officer through 29 June 1973 was Commander Robert E. KARAS,

Wnla He was relieved by Commander William M. CROWE, USN,
/1110.

2. A roster of the officers and enlisted crew members as of 31 December 1973,

PART T -~ COMMAND ORGANIZATION

is attached to this part.

3. USS HENDERSON was attached to DESRON 29 through 11 March 1973,
She remained part of this

when she was transferred to DESRON 13.
squadron until
Reserve Force and DESRON 27.

L, The following officers were

1973

23JANT3
30JAN73
30MAY73
22JUNT3
29JUT 3
9AUGT3
23AUGT3
80CTT73
12NOVT73
24DECT3

1 October 1973 when she was assigned to the Naval

xR

ENS D.C. STRUBE, USN

LTJG L.T. MacNAMARA, SC, USKNR

LT L.J. HART, USN

LTJG B.L. STEELMAN, USN
CDR R.E. KARAS, USMN

LT J.E. MAITLAND, USY
LTJG J.W. PABST, USK
LTJG M.T. GEHL , USH
CW02 K.W. CHELGREN, USN
ENS J.M. GILBERT, USN

iransferred from FENDERSON during




PART 11

= SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

1 - 9 January

9 -~ 12 Jéanuany

12 - 15 January

15 - 2% January

24 - 26 January

26 - 30 January

31 January -~ 6 February
7 - 23 February

24 -~ 26 February

26 February - 3 March
3 -« 4 March

4 .. 7 March

8 ~ 14 March

15 March

16 - 19 March

18 - 21 March

22 = 23 March

24 March - 7 April

§ - 22 April

23 ~ 29 April

30 April - 2 May

3 -~ 10 May

11 -~ 16 May

16 = 18 May

19 - 25 May

26 May = 31 July
31 July - 2 August
2 = 5 August

6 = 10 August

10 - 14 August

14 - 17 August

17 - 25 August

25 —~ 30 August

31 August -~ 3 September
4 - 9 September

9 September

9 = 12 September
13 - 14 September
14 - 19 September
20 - 23 September
24 September
25 September -~ 1 October
1 October - 20 November
21 November - 31 December

Underway with USS SARATOGA
Inport SUBIC RAY, RF

Enroute SINGAPORE

Inport SINGAPON

Enroute SATTAHIP, THAILAND
Inport SATTAHIP, THATILAND

Yankee Station Training Ares
PIRAZ station with USS JOUETT
Enroute CEBU, RP

Inport CEBU, RP

Enroute Gulf of Tonkin

Yankee Station with USS ORISKANY
Inport SUBIC BAY, RP
Enroute KAOHSIUNG, RC
Inport KAOHSIUNG, FC
Underway in Exercliz:
Inport KAOHSIUWG, .
Underway in Gul’® ¢ Yonkin
Underway off Faiwhlonz, PRV
Operation End Swaep

Inport HCNG KOG, BCC

Enroute YOKOSUNA, JAPAN

ITnport YORKOSUKA, JAPAN

Enroute MIDWAY

Enroute PEARL HARBOR

Enrouts LONG BEACH

Inport LONG BELCH

Enroute .DES MOINZS, WASHINGTON

Golden Shrimp

Inport DES MOT! , WASHINGTON
Enroute LONG ZSACH

Inport LONG BEACH

Underway for RECONNEX - 73
Inport LONG BEACH

Underway with USS ORISKANY
Inport LONG BEACH
EnroutePEARL HARBOR with
USS LEONARD F. MASON

Inport PEARIL HARROR
Underway at RIMPAC - 73
Inport PEARIL HARBOR
Underway at RIMPAC - 73
Inport PEARI, HARBOR

Ford Island Tour

Enroute LONG REACH with USS
KITTY HAWK

Inport LONG BEACH
Restricted Availability, Long Beach
Naval Shipyard



Basic Narrative

USS HENDERSON spent the first 5 months of 1973 on a Western Pacific
Deployment. While there, she spent most of her time operating in
the Gulf of Tonkin, either with aircraft carrlere as Mutual Sup-
port SHip, or exercising in the Yankee Station Training Area. She
also served at Haiphong Harbor with Operatlon END SWEEP. After her
return to Long Beach, she performed various Eastern Pacific oper-
ations and travelled to Hawaii for Exercise RIMPAC-73. Returning
to Long Beach, she entewed the Leng Beach Naval Shipyard on 21 Novem-
: ber for convers¢on to Naval Distillate Fuel.

Deployment

Having just rescued the crew of the USS SARATOGA (CV-60) SH-3D
helicopter, HENDERSON entered the New Year with a bang. ~She con-
tinued to escort SARATOGA in the Gulf of Tonkin through the 7th of
January; the two ships then proceeded to Subic Bay for upkeep.
Although there only three days, the Ship Repair Facility worked
around the clock to replace the bad A-end of the Mcunt 51 train
drive, and also performed repairs on most of CIC's clectronic gear.
(The last ten days were spent with SARATOGA without any search radar)
While there, LT POOSAR of the Royal Thai Navy embarked to study
American ASW methods.

On the morning of 12 January, HENDERSON and SARATOGA proceeded to-
gether to Singapore, the latter beginning her return to the United
States after a 10 month-deployment. HENDERSON moored at the Semba-
‘wang Naval Shipyard, at the north end of the island, for an upkeep
period for her long- taxed engineering plant. Durlng these 9 days
the crew was able to enjoy some hard-earned liberty on this small,
yet prosperous island nation. Leaving on the 24th of January, the'
ship then headed for Sattahip, Thailand, for 4 days of liberty.

That same day, enroute, the ship crossed the Equator, and once again
a large band of scwv’ polliwogs were converted to trusty shellbacks
before the court of King Neptune. While in Thailand, the crew had a
chance to visit the Thai capital, Bangkok. The first day there, the
Vietnam Ceasefire was declared and the long war was finally over.
Unfortunately, while there, HENDERSON lost the only man she lost on
the deployment: SA BUTCHER, who had only been on board a week, was
killed in a motorcycle accident.

Leaving Sattahip on 31 January, the ship proceeded to the Yankee
Station Training Area for a week, then proceeded to the still-tense
PIRAZ istation off North Vietnam. Nevertheless, time was found for
many training evolutions, ranging from J.0. tic-tacs to Gertrude
Drills to Rescue and Assistance partles.

After a seemingly interminable 16 days at PIRAZ, HENDERSON received
a great break --- she was ordered to proceed to Cebu City in the
Philippines, with USS MANATEE (A0-58). This visit with its tours, -
entertalnment, and lively, enthusiastic populace was the hlgh pqiﬁtag
of the cruise. The warm hospitality and large turnout every day at
the pier made Cebu a very memorable stop for all.



After a short trip to the Gulf of Tonkin with USS ORISKANY
(CVA-3H), HENDERSON returned for the third time to Subic Bay,
~R.P.. During this 6-day stop, major repairs were accomplished
to the engineering plant to prepare the ship for Exercise

- GOLDEN SHRIMP. RADM KERN visited the ehip to transfer her to
DESRON 13 on 11 March. Leaving Subic on 15 March, the ship had
3 days of liberty in Kaohsiung, R.C.; this busy port city
offgred many contrasts to the earlier liberty ports on the
cruise.

Exercise GOLDEN SHRIMP began the morning of 19 March. The units
of the Republic of China's Navy and the U.S. Navy worked together
in close cooperation through all phases of ASW drills, including
single ship and dual ship attacks, and complicated screening ex-
ercises.

It was during this period that HENDERSON fired here only exer-
cise weapon of 1973. After an abbreviated re*turir to Kaohsiung,
HENDERSON began her largest at-sea pericd of th: ieployment.
Running from 23 March through 23 April, the shi:: operated as
Mutual Support Ship for USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-ZB) and USS RANGER
(CVA~61), and spent some time in the Yankee Stotion Training Area.
From 8 April through 22 April, she participatced in Operation END
SWEEP off Haiphong Harbor, North Vietnam, with Task Force 78,

For this operation, each unit involved was awarded a letter of
commendation from ADM Thomas MOORER, the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. This letter read in part "The performance of
the surface and airborne mine countermeasures forces in the
waters of North Vietnam exemplified the highest levels of pro-
fessional competence, and devotion to duty. The efforts of the
Navy in Operation END SWEEP contributed significantly to the
timely release of U.S. prisoners of war, and to the nations
objectives in Southeast Asia'.

When Operation END SWEEP units left Haiphong enmasse in late
April, HENDERSON was detached to proceed to Hong Kong, B.C.C.,
for 5 days liberty. Also important was the two-day long ship's party

held at Ocean Bar in the Wan-chai District. After several relaxing days of
tours and slack time, the ship left for Yokosuka, Japan, for an upkeep
period for going home to Long Beach. After S.days of hard work and having
picked up the load of WESTPAC goodies, the ship left for bome in company
with USS BRADLEY (DE-1051), despite a flurry of rumors which had us return-
ing to the Gulf of Tonkin.

After fueling stops at Midway and Pearl Harbor, having comp}eted a full
power run, the ship arrived home at 1000 on 25 May, completing her 20th

WESTPAC deployment.




Standdovm and Eastpac Ops

Starting with the arr.val back in Iong Beach, the ship commenced a 30-day
standdom period. During this time she booan a tender availability and also
prepared for the upcoming TISURV inspection. 'The ship also began to prepare: for
Commander KARA'S upcoming relief by Commonder W. M. CHGE, Jr. The 29 June
changz of command ceremony was held at pier 15, on the Long Peach Maval Station,
with the quest speaker being Captain C. V. WILHOIT, COMDESRON 27,

With the standdowm period and change of command ceremony out of the way, th2 crew
knuckled dovm to sarious business preparing even harder for the upcoming IHNSURV,
Finally, on 20 July, the TWSURV team arrived on board, and for 3 days, FEMDERSCU
was gonz over with a fine tooth comb by the Navy's most concentrated group of
cxperts, VWhile the inevitable major discrepancies were found, nevertheless
FENDERSON was fourd i for further service; a wesk later she got underway on
schaduls. Hor first vort visit after leaving WESTPAC was at the town of Dos Moine:
Washington in honor of her annual Waterland Festival. Thile there, the ship was
hosted to a varicty of social events; she also hosted several rotired ex-crowman
from the area on 4 Mugust, hor 28th birthday., HENDERSON woes wisited by some of
the local nopulace.

After a short retum to Long Beach, FENDERSQN travellad 4~ “ooonside, California
and Cawp Pendleton, to participate in RECOME-73 with e i "arine Division.

This excreise tested the feasibility of using a FREGI's Lozt bhocm for rubber
the ship

raft recovery. After several leisurcly days there at anchor
returned to ILong Beach for a wask. On 25 August, HEDEPSOH was called upon

to act as mutual support shin for USS ORISKANY (CVA-34) during the latter'’s ORI,
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hile wnderway, word camz to HRIDEDRSCM that USS BRADIEY (DE-1041) had experienced
some engineering problems and would be mable to make the trip to Hawaii for
exercise RIMPNC-73, and that HENDERSON was to raeplace her, USS HIGBEE (DD-806)
was quickly summcned to finish up ORISKANY's ORI, and HENDEDRSON returned to

Inng Beach to stock up on consumable prior to leaving for Hawaii.

Aftor Labor Day weekend, the ship left for Hawaii, rendezvousing with USS LEONARD
F. MASGN (DD-852) cenroute. After an unaventful crossing, the ship refueled at
Pearl Harbor and went out on Phase I of RIMPAC-73, which includad ASW exercise
with MASON. The last phase, began cn 14 Septenber whnich had HFNDERSON serving as
a simalated cruiser of Orange Force, proceeded very well. After several days in
port at Pearl Harbor, the ship got underway on 24 September, intending to escort
USS KITTY HAWK (CV-61) to the mainland. During this sea detail she passed the
ARTZCMA and UTAH Memorials., Ingineering troubles on the carrier, however, prevant-
ed her from leaving until the following day; HENDERSON reenterced Pearl and left
again at 0800 the next moming.  The two ships journey on to tha mainland; HEDERSC
returned to Long Beach on 1 October.

NEF and MO conversicn

On 1 Octcher 1973 USS HENDERSON left the active naval fleet and joined the Naval
Pesarve Fleet and Destrovar Squadron 27. Starting on 12 October, in a process
which would last through the end of the year, men from USS ARPNOID J, ISBELL (DD-86¢
were cross—decked to raplace several men from HENDERSOM. At the same time, the
active-duty portion of the crew was considerably reduced to make room for the
90-0dd reserve members who would drill once per month on board. By the end of

the year 3 such drill weckends had been held, and the two portions of the crew had
began to act as one. Starting on 21 Movember BENDERSON enterad the Long Beach
Naval Ship Yard to convert to Maval Distill @te fuel. Vvhile little also has been
donz2 by the yards, the crew worked very hard tn maintain and even improve the
matarial readiness of the non-engineering functions of the ship. With the hard
work by all it was possible to allow a generous holiday leave period, the ship
finished the year out with 3 months in port on either side of the lNew Year.

7




PART ITT - OPECIAYL, TOPICS

erational Statistics

1. 7

Nays undexvay - 137

T Galls TISFO consumed - 2,563,771

e}
RS}

Underwey replenishments -

Commmication Traffic - Incoming — 6434

Outgoing = 2448
fotal howurs ping time ~ 23

yvndtion BEsoendituress

A

&. 3%/33 training - 34

o

e Tube lammched exorcize torpedos - 1
C. FREROC lamchad torpedos —~ 7

Suoply Mpendituras

a. OPTATR - & 23,003.90

b, Payroll - § 483,5900.00

c. Comaissexry - § 110,450,00

d. Project 20 - & 19,000.00

e Oorrondation Medal (with bronze V)

e Nk T ) PRIV
S LR dhe }SZu‘\!

ICOL P, Iy, SIOTH

Havy Achievenant Madal (with "v™)

omr L. J.
IvJg, B "T‘T TAND

I M, C. my

T35 B. J STERLL

BIC 5., P, WILLIAMS

MACM A, J, IAVRERDY (2nd Award)
Bl A, R, SMITH
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Havy Huypaeditionary tiadal

GI02 I, N, IBLGLEH

Digciplinary Teocrd:

2. CO's 102 (total 83)

113-1
1172
i18-1
1i1-1

128-9

133=1
134~7

L. Summary Court Martial - art 85,87

Iattars of Compendation awardad

a. COPAEFLUT Ietters of Cormendation:

CoR SMITH
UGG PARST
ENS PENIX

EHIS WATSON

HRYES

H Ry \id

L HoGIRK
PMC STEFFEH
MYE, YTIIEY
ETI2 EEY

T2 BRANDT

L83

De  TTH FLT Ietters of Commendation

IRG GEXEL
NS PUNIX
ENS McCARTRY
G102 CHELGITE
STC SNELL

I/ TN
OMC JAEGER

VI3 BUONFIATER

GAE3 DOMESNC

M3 YTRANNER



1l. 2ereonncl Status

N lowad Cnboard
PO 0 1
cCcrPo 1 il
PO & 9
POl 24 14

o2 28 27
P03 52 60
¥on rated 64 33
Total 176 195

12, 2Advancanants

a, to LT - 2

b, to IIJG - 3

c. toCPO -~ 2

A, to B-6 = O s

—

2., toPR-5-§"
£, to E-4 - 20

B, Exercises Complated

Z--17-DA 2 7298 (5°/38)

723G Fr285 3
7-31-G HIFD 3
7218 4 EVEX 3
7-28-8 (nOT) 2 DISTEZ 30 hrs.
Z-13-CC

ECTHNTEX 4

P2l

21157

CHTEE OF NAVAL OPERATICNS

Co ITIRYTHDUM FOR & INL BIMG L, SURITILR, USM

Subjoct: Letter of Camcndation

1. Tt is with nleasure that I comend the US Mavy for outstanding
revformance during Operation FD SYEEP, From the incaption to thz conclusion
of this oporation, the Havy was required to achiewe far reaching gealsin
minism,  tirme under conditions of unusual stress which placed stringent
Jemands on many Havy personnel.

2. Motaworthy was the remarkable mamner in which the liine Warfare Force,
mder the direction of the Commander in Chief, US Pacific Flact, and ably
suyorted by the Naval Material Command, formulated comprehensive mine
countamezasures nlans, assaembled forces andgiuipments, and provided in=depth
training to U2 lMarine Corps pilots in relatively new air mine coumtermeasures
skills, The performance.of the surface and airborne mine countermasures
forces in the waters of Horth Vietnem exarplified the highest levels of
profaessional eompetencz, and devotion o duty.
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3. I wish t» add ay porsonal "vell done” to Mear Adwmiral Brain McCauley

\ w1l
as Commander Tazi Force 78, His suterior performance at the negotiating table,
always in a tense atwosphare, was parcicularly notaworthy., The efforts of

the Mevy in (neration @I WP contributed siomificantly to tha timely
release of UR priscazrs of war, and to the attainmant of the nation’s

)]

codbjectives in Southeast hsia,

4, In sincere appreciation for your extraordinary contcributicns to

this vital military miszion, T wish to extend my perscnal congratulations
to you and the United “tates Havy for a jcb well dma,

/s/ T. H., MOORER
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