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From: C.ommanding Officer1 USS HERBERT J • THOMAS (DDR-833) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Subj: Ship's History; forwarding of 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 5750.7 

Encl: (1) Ship's History , USS HERBEilT J. 'rHOMAS (DDR-833), for 
calendar year 1963 

1. In compliance with reference (A), enclosure (1) is forwarded 
herewi th • 

Copy to: 

. ?fl~ 
COMCRUDESPAC (with encl (1)) 
COMCRUDESFLOT 3 (with encl (1)) 
COMDESRON 19 (with encl (1)) 



,. 
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..;:_ ~.:.on 25 February 1963 the I-!Zi{B3~T J. T~~o1~;.J finish.eel a yard o,rer!:iau l 
pet'iod and Sea Trials. The Ta01'iA3 then comnence o1 rout ine :"~<?.e ·i., v.i.,derway 
training in the San Diego a nd Lon.::;· Beach areas.. Operat::.orns included 
Anti-Air Warfare, h.nti-Submarine ·uarfare and. gu:.::;.,. c::ry t 1: c._: :: __ , .. ,",. 

Upon coapletion of underway tr z.i::-:. ing ar:.:l af-l~s r a fina." upkeep period 
during which TH:)t,'.iLS received a pre -<lepl o ~~nnt i. nc)e ·::·:.:i n:;1 t, . e 'l'i::211:.3 got 
underway for VJESTPAC on 18 May 1963. 'fh0 T:.ll~)i.:L3 Ga:.i.10:2 to ·,1:s.S1'PA.C in 
company n ith COMDESFLOT 7 and sto ~1: ed a t Pear l ~"}a·'.':.:;01~, I11:::,:ne.ii and I/l idway 
Island enroute. TI-Wr,jAS reported t o SOl'!i32~0TT.~~-;,:..., ~, .:or c:;ty o ·· .. 4 J une /.,. 
1963. 1:"fhile operating with the 3Ks1lJJTF F"bc·;; t. ::.-= :::::-=:i.;J. .. -':; visited, ...,~;_ • . ',,/ 
Yokosuka and Sasebo, Japan; Ma::1.i ~'l &u.1d 3 t,::i.t.: i3a y, ?h:.l i J.rp.ine I s lands; / / 
Hong Kong, B. C. C. and Buckner E-ay 1 C::.i 1.:a·-:ei . • The area. of operations 
stretched fror:1 South Korea to Sou.th 1fjy ·,. ·~l'T3.r.~ ii1 co:~:pa::y ·-.ri th thre e attack 
carriers, U3S CC.NSTEi.,LATIO ~, USS 1-:;\K'.::;)C:":, £Lid. fJ:3,.., ·:.:·-,·3, (:::::.? • ., 

A ,..t..f , , •. . . 
On 9 Novemb er 19<t3 the THOMAS participated i r:. 2 : : -: ;:).ly success full 

joint Navy-Air Force Anti-Air Warfare eJ:erci.,se ni '.<1 air (;raft from Kaden 
Air Force Base, Okinawa. 

On November. 1963 the THJMAS de tac~'lecl fr0m tho ,3:LTC,:lJT.:1 Fleet and 
proceeded to Long Beach Harbor on 26 Nov ember 1963 for an entensive 
a nd much deserved leave and upkeep period, upon completion of the more 
than 47 1 0 00 railes ·,iZSTPAC cruise. 
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