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Frow: Commanding Officer, U3SS BOCTOBI (ATF-195)

“o:

Chief of Waval Operations

Subj: 1967 Command Himtory; sulmission of

Raf:

{a) OPNAV INST. 5780.12

Enel: (1) My Secrat ltr ATFI05/0C:yrr 3800 ser 001 of 5 Sep 1967

.

2.

3.

{2) FIRST ENDORSEMERT on asubi 1t
{3} SECCND ENDORSEMENT on subj itr

The command histery requirsd by refercrce (a) is heveby submitted.
Chronology. The highlights of 1967 are as follows:

a) rvegulayw ovérhaul completed 16 March

b) deployed to WESTPAC 5 June

¢) travler survsillance began 12 July

4} RAdm N.G. Ward, Commander Task Torte 73 vigited the ship 25 September
a) returned from WESTPAC 8 Dacsmber

Narrative,

- a) t';omand Organization.

(1) E&f. A.R. Evwin 671 044, USN reifeved LCIR D.D. Pizinger 576 357

USH as Commanding Officer USS Nootobi (ATF-105} on 20 July 1967,
(2) As of 31 Dacember 1967 NOCTOBI had five officers and sivty-nins

enlisted men.

b) Operations.

The fourth vegular cvorhiaul ended 16 Maveh 1967. After a weak
of well desarved rest and mlaxat_i@a on Heul, Howali, MOCTOBI plunged
into undaxway refresher tvaining, from 3 to 22 April. Instead of
the next six weeks siznaliing normnl routine, the officers apd man

turned to and prapared for deployment to WESTPAC along with the
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installation »f new comunieartion equipment. This pevied occasiimad
- tha Pre-deployment laspeation. Its wml cccasioned & heapty farewell
frowm dependents as MOCTORY sal.wd Ffor Subic Bay on § June with APL 21
in tow.

Suan waz an intormediate roop for upkesp where the days 22 to 28
Jupe were spent accomplishing cepsirs. The voyage tarminaved at Sublce
Bay, Repubiic of the Phitippinss ou B July. The heat proved a2 praiuds
to the alimatie sonditicms of che next five weeks. Proparations wepre
conplated when the elerironic agquipment of the Beach Jumper Unit 0B
detachment "C" was instziled., On 12 July BOCTOBI sailed for twawisp
survaillance duty at "Yankase" statioen.

Arriving on station 13 Juiy, MOCTOBI preliewed USS Sproston {(DDS7?7)
as CTU 77.0.3 and bsgan four hit, wonotonous weeks of shadowing 88
Gidrofon, the Russian trawler. The mizsion was to make dsily reporte
of "lvan's" pom’.ti“.ons and actirities aﬁd prevent hin f}wm interfering
with carrier operations. ¥enuivering to shoulder the trawler away
broke the monotony. It almes® byoks the HOCTCBI. On 26 July while
shouldering "Ivan", MOCTOBI wzi forsed to gsteer to within 400 yaeds
of USS Forestal {CVA 59.

Trawler surveillance duty caded un 13 Jugust when USS Bridget
(DE 1024} assumed dutles as &F3 77.0.3, MOCTOBI shaped covrze Fuv
DaNarng, RV arelving i Augga’t, The Baach Junper Unit was off loaded.
MOCTOBI perscnnel briefed thei: counterpares abosrd USS Cree {ATF~SY)
and then safled for Homg Xomg, B.C.C. With salutes rendered to HMS

ng HMOCTOBY tied up om L7 Augwst. The vost and relavation werwa
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intsrraptead by a typhoon reglstaring 79 Kia at the Reyal Cbservatory.
After two days woored im the ey ¢he sen mmweled ashore, ?he moing
el the 23rd, to collect purchases,

HOCTOBI malled 28 August ord arvived ot Kachsiumg, Tatwan for
upkaep N August but on the 25ih wushed ¢o nesr ¢he sntrapce of Hong
Koug to assist USS Grasp (ARS 28}, whe had lvst ail power. After
pendezoous on the 28th of Aupuszt Srasp with power up 4id pot then
wesd sasistanos. MHowsver, KOCHUBY egrcomted her to Xaohslung, axriv-
ing 30 Auguzt. Even though the Grasp rendezwvous precluded reprirs
in Xaohaiung, it underscorsd Rhs wigleporaus yot sonetines vital
migzion of our ship.

The ship arpived in Subie Suy 2 September znd proceeded to
Sangplay Poimz.- With BE 638% In tww, ¥OCTORY sailad o 8 Septexber
for ¥haba, RVN. On X2 Septemin: +wsmsion grisped the men in Vung
Tau where the ship anchored cveomight. ‘1_‘131& axposire o digtant
machine gun and artillexy five wes the First for mny uenbers. The

movie officer picked that aight for The Suns of Navarowme. After
8 aight at condition of readiness IXIX the ship sailed up the Ssigon
River ot Geperal uarters. Ten:iion mouated with each tura In the
river, but no eneny was goon. ‘Ihe Tow was d&livmd‘ 13 September
in Whabe. MOCYOBY departed Zow Subfe Say the Following worming:
as she 3‘2::_0:2 out from Yung Toun, BTV waluwad,

After arvivel in Subic Bay 17 Sopvember, the mnext ton dayz ware
spant working with Harbor Clazranee Vuiv ONE, which is ﬁeh‘ted in

parogsaph ¢. The sext mission w3z to tow tws YON®s from Subic Bay
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o Sangley Point. Ceacks in the comerste hulls of the 17,000 xon
behemoths cauged avxiety, bat YOE i4% and YON 162 ware deliveved
safely. Intending to remein at Sangley Point for rest and velaxa-
tion, the ship was c¢callied cut to assiet USS Abnaki {ATF 95) wish
the Geiger salvage opsration &t DaNemgz., After arpival on the 7th
found SS Geiger aflcat, MOCTOBI xas detailed to tow YOS 56 to
Subie Bay. The night of 8 October saw S8 Exhibitor dreg hew anchor
and doift toward the MOCTOBRI. Fast mn;ming of sea and anchor detail
staitions and Ffaster wancuvering saved HOCTORI from anear coilision.
The period 1% to 27 October pessed az local operatioms. On 28
October the ship got undarway to tow YENB 16 to Sasebe, Japaw from .
Nhabe, RVN. The trip up the Saigon Kiver was as uneventful as
the First ome. HOCTOBI procesded to Sasebos 1 November apd arrived
on the 12¢th. The days i!pesat In whksep snd Christmas shopping wudad
25 YNovenber. The voyage to Pearl ended 8 December, the remaining
days of 1967 being devoted to leave and upkeep.
¢) Special Topics. |

(1) The tour on "Yankee" Station occesioned two noteworthy incideuts.

 The First was the Forrestal disasver. At 1102 29 July the bridgs
personnel saw & series of fimhallu. on the horizon followad by
coluwmns of amole. uocmm"m@;& for tha siricken vessel but never
sighted her. Upon reaching on eres Littered with Flotsmm, MOCTORY
searched for swimmors but found mone. The second incident was that
the Gldrefon attempted to salvage wing tavks and other floating
objects. Though MOCTOBI pravented this many times, ghe did gat one,
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(2) From 20 to 27 Seprewbse HOCTONI cvewmen worked with porsonusl
from Harbor Cleareswe Unit OHE =t Subic Bay. The ship sswwed s o
dtving platform for an expavimentsl diving apparavus, callied ﬂdvancai.
Diving System Numbar 4, which Geesn Systems, Inc. developed. It
coasisted of two bottle shaped compression/dsconpression chambers
joined at the meck. At the joint £itted a spherical diving bell
which could be lowered into fhe water, ?hu.tao thambers alliowad
divers to compress o deconpnags vhile others wers lowared over vhe
slide in the Lell. On.ﬁﬁ $optamber RAdm N.G. Ward Compander Task
Force 73 came gboard to irupect the operation. He dsscended in the
ball to 22 fathows. After being hoisted aboard, the sdmivral made a
brisf tour oF the shilpy and chattad with various meubars of the craw.
He wat then piped over thu sida.

4. Documentary Annexes.

The final report and endoruements of trawler suwelllancs duty is
included as enclosuves 1,2, and 3 to further document the wisaion

on "Yankea" Station.

Copy to: (Less Emel, 1,2 & 3}
CINPACFLT .
COMSERVPAC



