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01 Ji'El? 
Ql1. FEB 
11 FEB 
14 F'EB 
16 FEB 
17 F'EB 
22 FEB 
24 FEB 
25 FEB 
29 F'EB 
02 MAR 
04 MAR 
10 MAR 
14 MAR 
19 MAR 

21 MAR 
2~ MAR 
26 MAR 
27 MAR 
28 MAR 
29 MAR 
31 MAH 
01 i'.PH 
05 APR 
OT APR 
19 APR 
2l~ APR 
29 APR 
30 APR 
11 MAY 
12 PAY 
25 MAY 
29 HAY 
30 'IA Y 
13 JUIJ 
15 ,Tun 
2)1 .JU!I 
26 JUN 
28 JlL~4 

~fUN 
,;2 SUI., 
0·1 ,:rtrL 
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EVEiJT 
riieoreo. Le, . .: L D17d.oc},., Beth.LS)H"n 8 Li. pyarcOEClASSIFIED 
Underway for EAST Cruise and sea trials 
Moored Bethlehem Shipyard 
Underwa~· for South Boston 
Arrive South Boston 
Underway for Davisville, Roin 
Arrive Davisville 9 Roio 
Underway for NAD, Earle 9 NoJ,. 
Arrive NAD Earle, HcJ, 
Underway for Gua,n"tanamo Bay~ CulJa 
Arrive Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Commander Service Squ.adron TWO Visit 
Underway 
Replenished tvo ships 
Replenished one ship 
Replenished one ship 
Replenished and rerueled one ship 
Anchored Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Underway for Port au Prince, Haiti 
Anchored Port au Prince, Haiti 
Underway for NAD Earle, IT-J0 
Arrive NAD Earle 0 NJ .. 
Four USWR officers and twenty-eight USNR enlisted 
men reported aboard for ACDUTRA 
Underway for JAX OPAREA, replenished one ship 
Replenished one shj.p 
Replenished one ship 
Replenished two shipsD refueled one ship 
Replenished two ships 
Replenished (silent) one ship 
Arrive Yorktown, VaG 
USNR officers and enlisted men debarked 
Underway for Devisvilles RaI0 
Arrive Davisville, Rcio 
Underway for IIAD Earle, N~J· 
Underway for Panama Canal 
Transit Panama Canal 
Replenished one ship 
Arrive Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
Underway for Subic Bays RnP~ 
Arrive Subic Bay, R0Pa Commence loadout 
Underway for Vietnam OneratinR Area (OPAREA) 
Arrive OPAREA, available for SVCS 
Depart OPhREA, enroute Subic Bay, R~Po 
Moored NAVMAGg Subic Bay 1 R0Po 
Underway far OPAREA 
Arrive OPARBA, available for SVCS 
Collision to port with USS ORISKANY (CVA-34) at 
approximately 2100u 
Departed OPAREA, eDr0ute Subic 
Ancho~ed Subic Bays R0P,. 
Undervp ~~ f',:,·:r· ··rA'\:':'·tJ\G nu~ic 
v1oorcd nAV':J/\G f)ubic eor1nence Oi"flon.Jt 
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06 ..JJ;~ 
////// 
09 tT\..'L 
/Ill/! 
13 JUL 
15 J'UL 
26 JUL 
28 JUL 
01 AUG 
03 AUG 
15 AUG 
17 AUG 
22 AUG 
24 AUG 
30 AUG 
31 AUG 
10 SEP· 
12 SEP 
15 SEP 

26 SEP 
·' 

30 SEP 
02 OC'l' 
10 oc 1I· 
1-· 
- " OC·1 
18 OC1 
20 OCT 
29 OC'r 
31 OC'I' 
05 ,!OV 
01 NOV 
J.3 NOV 
15 l\JOV 
01 DEC 
o·, DEC 
04 DEC 

09 DEC 
].l DEC 
26 DEC 
27 DEC 

u .. der·vg.y ?o_.:· _,·.,.,_1_; '.\:-:.·pi:.~],T r,6.ciJ..it~v'.., ~)nbt.c 
Moored SRF'~ Subic~ Commence repair of collision damages 
Underway ?or UA'VMAG, Subic 
Moored NAVMAG :~ su.·bic, Commence loi? .. dcut 
Underway for (Li? AREA 
Arriv·e OPAREA., available for SVCS 
Pep&rt OPAREA.~ entoute SUBIC 
Arrive NAVMA(; Su'bic, commence loadout 
Underway for OPAREA 
Arrive OPAREA, available for SVCS 
Depart OPAREA, enroute SUBIC 
Arrive NAVMAG, Bubic 
Underway for UONG KONG 
Arrive UONG KOllG ~ 
Underway, enroute ~PAREA 
Available for SVCH in OPAREA 
Depart OPAREA, enfoute SUBIC 
Arrive NAVMAG Sub\e, commence offload 
Underway for Ship;)Hepe.ir Facility, Subic" Com.mence 
UPKEEP period, 
Underway for ffAVM-<'P Subic, Arrive NAVMAG, commcsnce 
loadout 
Underway for OPAREA 
Arrive OPAREA, available for SVCG 
Depart OPAREA, enyj:11te Sl!BIC 
Arrive IJAVMAG 3ut 2, co~t1ence loadout 
Underway for OPAR 
Arrive OPARBA a~silable for SVCS 
Depn.rt OPAREA1: en:i<ou.te StTBIC 
Arrive !'J.,.\''VMAG Du.hie 1- comi1:ence loa.dout 
Underway for lCao-l1siung~ Taiwan 
Arrive Kaohsiung? Taiwan 
U:nd.erwa.y for, OPAR}tJ\ 
Arrive OPAREA, availabl.e for SVCS 
Depart OPAREA, enroute BUBIC 
Arrive HAVMAG Sublc 
Underway for Pontoon Pier, NAVMAG Sublc~ Arrive 
Pontoon PierD commence loadout 
Underway for OPAREA 
Arrive OPAREA, available for SVCS 
Depart OPAREA, enroute Sattahip 1 Thailand 
Arrive Sattahip~ Tl1ailand 
Anchored in Sat·tahipg Thailand until end of year 
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01:'CLASSIFIED 
The Commanding Off'icer USS NITRO (AE-23) was Commander 

Harry L DAVISo NITJfo mu, home:oorted throughout the year at the 
Const~uction Battalion Center at Davisville, Rhode Island~ The 
year vas devoted to carrying out the shiu's mission of delivering 
ammunition at sea, hut, the ship also performed various other tasks 
such as delivery of ?uel? uai.l~ movies, personnel, a~d food, NITRO 
also completed a major overhaul on 17 January 1Q7~o During the 
calendar year apnroximately ~l~ of the crew was chang~d due ·~o 
·transfer or discharge~ and O of 15 officers aboard on 31 Dece~ber 
were new for a turnover rate of ~O~a 

B0 Onerations and Ac·tivities 
=-=, ._,, -·----·-=-e,~•--•»==------
r.rhe year 1G7'2 b~~gan with WITRO in Bethlehem Shi:p~·rn.rd 

in Boston, Massachusetts for the completion of a major overhaul~ 
Upt)X]. compJ.etion of the OVE:l""'haul. on 21 January~ Nit_tiRO spent Et 

veek and a half in her home:oort at CBC Davisville. On 31 
JanuGry NITRO got underw&y for Guantanamo Bay~ Cuba and much 
needed refresher ·traininga Enroute, NITRO put into NAD Rarli!!, 
N,,,.J,, to on,.,load ammunit:1:.on-., Ar:r:1.vi:ng at Guantanamo Bay on 1] 
Februa.ry, NITR0 1 s nev crev then underwent 3 weeks of intense 
training. Departing Guantanamo Bay on 29 February. NITRO 
arrived at Port au Prince 3 days lat~r for some vell deserved 
rest and recreationu After 3 day·s tI1ere it was back to NAD 9 

Earleu From Earle~ NITRO went to Jacksonville, Florida to take 
n2:rt in JAX OPSl After one week:; :NITRO departed the OPARRA and 
proceeded to Yorktovn, Virginia to offload, commencing the off­
load on 31 Marchu ~hen WITRO returned to Davisville on 5 Aprils 
a.:nd ·began e, two week l;::;a·,;-e ·pe:r.·:1.·Jd.~ UrilH=k.nownst to a majority 
of the crew) this was to be the last ·time NITRO would see i1er 
hotenort for some 11 months~ On 19 April NITRO got underway 
from Uavisville, Rhode Island~ for a :ieployment to WESTPAC in 
support of UgRu ~aval 1'orceB 011eratin~ ih the coastal water of 
So·Qtheast Asiaa Fnrou·~e 1II~RO had a 4 day onload at nAD~ Barle 9 

N~Ja and she transited the Panama Canal on 20 Anrila Ahe ar­
rived at Pearl Harbor~ Havaii on 11 May~ and finally at Subic 
Bay'.} Repu.~ol:tc of the PlliJ.:lJ>:nines on 25 M'ay" J?ro:m this poi.n"G u.nti] 
the end of the year, ~J:Tl~O saw the heaviest operating schedule 
in her history with normal oneratinf Deriods o~ ten days to 2 
weeks, intersparsed by 5 aeJ ·oeriods of onloading at ~AVMAG

9 

Su.hie Bay, RaP~ NITRO ·main·i;ained an excellent safety record 
during this period of heavy operations, with only one significant 
incident taking placeo The.twas a minor collision with the USS 
ORISKANY (CVA-34)n on the evening of 28 June as she was making 
her approach to port ~er ~n UNREPa 

1I1he TVESTPAC d.(~.-pJ..cyment orfc1'·ed. IJ"IT_HO the oppor-tun:l'.ts· 
to visit several excel}cnt Par Rast ~jberty por~s0 She 

CLASSIFIED BY: CO USS NTTEO (AB-23} 
SUBJE1JT TO GENERAL DECI.A88IPICATION SCHEDULE 
CH; g, 0,, 1165i~:~. AlPPOLii\'PICALLY DOWN"GRADE.U AT 
TWO YEAR IN~ERVALS, DRCX,ASS!PIED ON 16 MAY. 

r:.:: 
_, ·o 

rt~SSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

:ioveml\er~ "LJ.::L'HO ['.l_pent 1.,ix d..ays J.n Ka.oh~::l,ur.;_g~ ta.:i.waE, Then 
27 December she arrived at Sattahip, Thailand., for rest a11d 
recreation in Bangkok, Thailand. She stayed at anchor in 
Sattahip I'or the remainder or the Calendar year 1972. 
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I" Days Not Underway 

A .. In home port c. In Seventh Fleet Port 
·B .. In Other than home port D- Evolutions at, anchor 

,Jj\l'J !"EB MAR APR MAY j'UN J"UL AUG SEP OCT !IOV DEC 

A- 8 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
IL 20 6 15 9 1. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Cc 0 0 0 () ) 9 'T 11 17 7 11 9 

0 0 0 0 0 D~ 0 () 0 0 " 0 0 u 

II, De.ys Under,,ay 

Ac Transit Co Major Fleet Operations 
B.- Minor Fleet Exe:.re:LGts De Special Operatious 

J'AN FEB MAR APR l'-1IAY ,JUN J'UL AUG fiEP oc•r HOV- DEC 

A 4 7 8 11 2'.) 3 .l~. 6 3 T 4 6 
Bn 0 16 7 () 0 0 0 0 ·l 0 0 n 
C () 0 0 0 0 18 20 lh 11 ' 0 

D. 0 0 I) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Rep].enished_: 136 l)estroyers 

9 Ce.:c'i~iers 

1 LSD 

~8 COIJSOLS to Other Service Force Ships 

7,32.l Short Tons Gun 0rinance 

11~118 Short Tons Aviation Ordinance 

So Short Tons Fleet Freight 

J.3 3~ Pounds Msil 
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of Co~nett~:iv·s Exe1·c:tsesJ 

NITRO completed the following competitive 
calendar year 1972, 

EXERCISE DATE COMPLETED 

Z-4-N 10 J<"'EB 72 

Z-5-N 11 FEB 72 

Z-10-CC 25 MAR '72 

z.,,3,,,AA 25 MAR 72 

Z-10-C 23 MAY 72 

Z-28-S 12 AUG 72 

Z-31-8 12 AUG 72 

Z-5-N 17 OCT 72 
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