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USS O' BANNON (DD 450) 
FPO Son Francisco 9660 I 

From : Commanding Uff i cer, USS U 1BANNON (DD- 450 ) 
To : Chief of Ifaval Operations l OP- 09B9 J 

DD450/JRB : i o 
5750 
Ser : ! 9 
2 2 JAfl '1968 

Subj : Annual Command Hi story ( O.PNAV Repor t 5750-1 ) ; submi s sion of 

f'lef : ~a ) Ud!AVIJJST 5750.12 
(bJ ~INCPACFLTDsr 5750 . 2 
(c) CU11D~3RON 11 H:3T 5750 .1c 

Encl : (1) Chronological Histillry of J..cl u• t3.i,.!>.-:~m (DD- 450) for the period 
1 January through Jl December 1967 

l2J lfarrative Command History of USS U1 BAir:'l-'N lDD-450) for t he 
period 1 January throu~h 31 December 1967 

(3) Special Topics Narrative for the per iod 1 January through 31 
December 1967 

l 4) i'· UST,er h.oll and Ros t.e r of Officers for U.:3S 0 ' B,L~:!ON (VD- /.i .50 ) 
f or 7 December 1967 and 31 December 1967 respectively 

1. In accordance with references ( a) t rough le), enc.Losures (1) through 
( 4) are herewith s ubmitted . / 

Copy to : 
CI1~C· AJFLT 
CUi·:C:tuDESPAC 
CQiDESFLOT FTJE 
CUEDl!:S,HN illL~VE"i 
C CT1.DFSD l'V 0:., E Cl!~ '1 '.·iO 



Chronological History of USS 0 1 BANNON (DD- 450) 
1 January to 31 December 1967 

1- 22 January 1 967 
23 -26 January 

27 January 
26 January - 10 February 
J.0 t•'ebruary - 15 ~·,arch 

16- 26 1·1arch 

26 March 

26 Larch - 26 J une 
5-24 May 
18 June 
20 June 
26 June 

27 June - 3 July 

3-16 July 
17 July 
J.8 -19 JuJ.y 
20 July 
21- 2L1 July 
25 - 27 July 
2G- 29 July 

29 Jul y - b August 
7- 25 . .\ue=;ust 

19- 22 Au ~ust 
26 August ~ 19 September 
19 September 
20- 24 September 
25 September 

26- 27 .:ieptemoer 
2G September - 7 October 

1 Oc tober 
8- 9 October 
10- l L Octocer 

12 Gc tob er 
15- 22 October 
23 .:'c t ober - 4 a ovember 

S-6 November 
7-16 November 

Inport .Pearl Harb or f or l eave and upkeep 
At sea for opera t i onal evaluat i on of a special­
ized r adar . 
Ammunition off l.oad at NAD :es t Loch . 
Tender ava h ability with USS ~·'.1.t1J\TLfil (AD- 25) . 
In Pe c:rl Harbor I fa va l .::,h i pyard to r e , 1ove 311 and 
511 gun mounts , t!.K 15 dedgehog mount, and .K 56 
Director . 3et repl acements on boa r d for instal­
l ation by 0RF, Gumn . 
Underway for Guam in company with ,-ss ;]}L•RRON 
(A0- 22) . 
Arrived Apra Harbor , '.:" uarn . ::iea t rials wi th __,.=,:F 
observers . 
Inport · pr a Harbor , C:-uam for .. t.'I. V. 
Drydocked on 1<eel blocks in USS 1-. .-1.r.o (A,ID- 29) . 
Dock trials 
Sea t r iels 
Celeor ;J ted 25th Anniversary of Gornmission ing . 
Unde rway for Pear l ,;arbor in company with USS 
.::i.1\JP.k·..cl~ TO (NJE- 1) . 
In port Pea rl '.arbor f e,r .leave and upkeep . 
Am11,unitivn onl.oad at NAD :Jest Loch , lSE 
Underway as i l J'N .. a rgeu "¥Sssel . 
Gunnery exercises . 
Inport Pearl liarbor for upkeep . 
Underway ISE and FOR.I.\.CS . 
Jnderway with TG 32 . 2 as part of JONini:X 2-67 , 
opposed transit and entry . 
Inport prepar i n, for refresher training . 
Ref resher t raining with ti'leet 'rraining :J-r oup, 
Pea rl Harbor , inport and at sea . 
· . .'leekend alongs i de J .::3S ~.H.AihI E (AD-15) . 
Alongside uSS P1t';L'1IE (AD -1SJ J:or repa i r s . 
~t sea for reiresher t r ain i ng . 
Inport r earl Harbor for pre- depl oyment rep.s. i rs . 
Pre- deplo,{lnent ammunit ion loadout at HJill :Jest 
Loch , and Bngineering trails . 
I nport for fina l depl oyment prepa r a tions . 
1Jnderway for Yokosuka, Japan . 
_i'uel ing stop at Mi dway . 
Inport Yokosuka f or voyage repairs . 
underway for Sub ic :.ay , Republic of the 1-hilippines . 
}ueling stop at, 'Suckner 2ay , Okinawa . 
Inport Sut- ic !ay for upkeep . 
Underway as plane guard for US3 GO?-T.3T~LLA'1: ION 
(:::VA-64 ) in the vicinity of Yankee ~tat.i...m . 

l:!~n r oute to 3 ur ic Jay , indepe ndently . 
Inport dub ic Bay for repa irs and upkeep . 

l!:nclosurP (1) 



17-18 .'\ovember 
19- 22 'fovember 
23 - 2~ liovember 
25 . ove:nber - 5 .,ecember 

6 - 7 Decemoer 
3-11 Decernber 
12- lL December 
15- 31 December 

underway for rlong Kong , ritish Crown ~olony . 
Inport Hong Kong for R. ~ R. 
21route to Dali! ang , Reput lic of 'iietnam . 

Providing gunfire support in the nor thern i 
-;orps area of .:,outh ,f ietnam . 
..:..nroute to [aohsiung , 'l'a iwan . 
Im1ort 1(aohsiune far ... & R. 
.'.1.nrcute to I Corps areri . 
Providing gunfire support in the northern I 
Gorps area of South Vietnam . 
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lJncfJ•,l' th6 cOfflTl1and of Cuptain .tnh:n T,: •. l·1a.1..l.1::: ::iinces n 0:::-toi.Y.:r :'.i.9$S, rr~~" 
O B.\~iHnN •1I>r4S0j perfol"ra;~ tt1~ d11t.ie-, .,f a R8i'lAl~-1 pur'pots~ :!...:ii-Jt:r·,11~~~ t:1 

the U ... ~o 'P&;cj !'u: rl'l~t., <PBl\~,:1.,o~T 1 a hCtll:t':pOr\.~d r.t ?~arl r1t.t'r , . .'~:·a 'fa;v;~i:l. 
cmd J.ij deplOV''!d Ngllfo~i:t ·to the 1·1a,;t ... ~1·n Pa-c1.flo as R rili'!lf\hsr ,:,f tl:1:1 ff,, s., 
~nth i:t\t<i~·t: 'h:r l:lllw.a:,,.,e 011 51 ~cflmt>ff·t· 'f.lf,'7 il'eo . .& u.t':t'! c. '"!l ·• ~t,,d ;.::,S 
b?\.:.l.ti"\.~ 'l ""t:11~ 

Cl• HA \1~Tr)N ~Joi?aT'! l'iJ~'? vh~re <1ht, tll'Hi t:H\<leC J.Yt~6 9 a.l<>n~~l \lc'J '1 li.t.'i3'J,_..,,, }1'~ ..: rr 
in l'oa~1 rh.trbt>r, t.rlth ar, c._-~rhaul ~ !'e~-tl"iot~d .1ard li'll.)il.ahi.:. ~-~· · lnt~,. 
ln "tht? •1..ta?" tstiil i.nde::fhd.t.e~ !lhip''s t<,r-;,e \.'&.8 zi·~n thil'> .Jpp,,,.·;,.:,.! t.y i".,l"' 
a. ma.jor ~ff ort to <~c,nqUC!1>· i<Cffie (",f t,htt 'll.!l~;~ritil r:..i~i;1b'i.&olh t.Ur.T1•1dri .· fr'<1,~ ~c>·.~ 

1md fl va yeat'u out, c, f uvl!!'rl\ra:ul.,, 
A~r four ray::. :.i.i; .s-1a,, ?3 throu~h ~7 Janu..?'V., aud t. te,iddi· &'.1ul 1b.b . ..... ~J ~ 

r ::Jfl~'<'l, moved oii 10 li"a'oyaa:i:y tt, f'.:mi•.c. Hui:b.)r ~av.:11. ~ipV-.t!'t,'i.1,, tt had ".'l\.)-:11\ 

dac:idedr;, ~1.nl'fe ahe nf1f)ded an ove~ht'itll ~~1d P~arl Hkrho:r l\!a·cr~ l ~ipy.n"t' .\/b,~ 

ai:"'eady CNe\"l~c?ec11 that ~ht: ~-~uld h~v1- a.ii bXteuded re-rtr.!.;!''ted .. .,.~i u1'1i1 i ,;_., 
i.t Ship P.8Pair Fat;ili~Yr Gt.lalll to ac,:mr.pll.9-h the ~¢e-'-!sa?y ~-Y. 

At lhe f ''i!at·l Hal"b<>r Sh1p\"l'il'"d.v h~i· ~" aw:t !," ~m "'ount~~ foli{ ~5 "'~ri,:->Gli{i,! 

mount~ and i'l'K M3 di.N(:t or wro T'f:f111o·(ud. nop!.al'!&,11entdl ·.re:rt: ~et 011 bt:.1 i":1 
!lncf bo ... t&d '.L.ir, b.t't, nd\. ·~il'dd~ Durl3.i'! tbl.ff ?1:::Ytr1c:ted a-..tai~ ~biH:t:r :,r1i :1 I 
{\1rce co1~inu6d :!:c..::1 <,ffrt,.3•11. ., c!JU<}entrat~.r,g iJrt ;,. tho1-ougn rep:t-1~•,.-:'? 'll.l'L1. L ·, oi 
t',oi,)~i :fa epat,erJ ., 

On 18 •~arc11. O•''lf\Wm~ lt-ift, Pear.•; R~1·hor !.n ao'!llp~nv -.1.U.h 11-;·1 ~r1.1r,i.-;,r·,.,.: 
0-8-22) and t,J"an~i·ted t..:, Guamo C,1,l'" arrJ:\>ed. ti.\.1 Ap· ... '11. Rtnb(Jt"i> )t~..r.! en ,,;.f:,. 
t1a..~ch ~ toc.k or, U'OdOX"lf(fl"S i;'r<>m Sh1p 'RI': p~1.r lcht.!ilit.y ll Ge::a.'1119 and iiel\~d ·1,a .. t 
t., PJ~ fur sea tr1n1~... Or Ct)l'll~ltrt·ititJ ~f .:k~ t:.-1~:...!\ 11 ~he rat.vt-trt.? ,j t •. Aµ.1: 
Har-001· 1-'h.~~ she \f'll~ t,.., rt~c.in f1-c,m 25 Miol:,qh ur~M.l tl',o moi"n.'i.l'li~ i::r 27 .J~.nt: ~ 

!Ai.n ng l')I eA '1"101'! iS i!l:re~ month 1<-e&'<-Ti.v~d uvni. .utb'i.'J ~ ty in GU,"11'1 · sM.u ·" 
£01"ce and tedrni ... ,ians t'rcrm 8hip Rl.tpai r Fi.~cl.1.ity (JV~rh!:luJ.~d mot.it of h~1 · 
iaqu.i.pment E.~ wall an \d..rlng end ohec~i1'1(:;' OLtt '*'"' ~T~aniA:' ec.1'i>-:.p("le=-tt. \Mi..-,'1 
Pea.rl Harbo~· NavQ.t %ipya.t·d haq pl"U\'l c12td , Thi:, 1':':i~ tne fi:nrc. 9'11.;"'ttU'h::Jw. 
ehipys.r·cl ~n< cbn.u cm i, i "BAN'rm1 in ll8 ''",uth~ . r i•orn :; to il4 1-1,tJ 1 9h•t: ila~ 
drydock.,d in th~ f'loat:lng d:r,rdot!k tT~C:: ;- S'!O (AR~.29) wM.1-e h..s1· und&1"it::.t.1~ 
hw.l lht-8 !'epl-0$0l"V00o 

On 2n June, o~~3ft.")'lTl')l'J ~.eJ.~br&tt:t:l 1;11(- w.:in'i:.:!•·!i.l"th .~tml'r1ce't"l;:~:ry or. tJet' 
cOMmiuslO'lli.ne ., 'rhl?il"t? .. ab nu ro~~t:i. ·>..1~'h~~r.!',.;loa)I ftr:· ha.f' i.;re\.r -wru1 ·i;tio \T...\i,, 
finishing the Job~ vhicii:-'ha.::l te ke<lp hec ?,oi"lg '£er- 11101"& YEAl'(,. mtt ·Gn.) ..,~t.1,\'.. 

was reac,gniii:,d by the F~cifi<. Cru1.de?\•tb,,.troyar ?e,tt~ publi~tion i7il?,i. l .i~:·:. 
1fh.ieh cal'."l'ied a lonP. e.,~tclei on OqT,Awro·~.o ~ :iiut~--y., 1'ht11 new. m('Jr1f1VltT. ~'./: 
left Guaffl fc,r P"4r1 H .. roor- and the c.fSst nnr1ivorst.1ry p:ret:ient herr crmi cuu .... ,-: 
have askact for; a nturri twma 1:,n ;; .;uly nf'tl?.r th! .a-a and e,r,G- 'half mor'l"trr.u 
a-..ru.y 0 In Gual!'l;i appt'o~:r:a·tc:rl.y $'r0l\,000 7 '1Sii000 ~RF 1llar; ... tiours and 1SO~llfK} 
ehipll <t force man hon1-s ...:ere a::cptmrud i;o in~r~ust'.! h~r mll'Gerl.a:.. l'\."'?tAdS.nr-·5~ 

ftt'Goer -~1.:1 · two 'ii~ek rs~pi-r.6, 1) l3A~il'm~ ~ga~ p:r~par-nt:torr~ tn e:i:-r,~·• i: 
t.;1r- ro!'ra.shor t,ra:lning U.\1<1 h~r. upec.•fi1ing ··!08-tpa,~ deplvVl'l~Tlt~ ei:mdlh·t i.n15 
va?"'.1.ous drills and e,c~:trci~ul! , On ~W an6. io J1.11 r p :-:ihi~ t"ok pri.l .. L", ·.:.n ··.ri11,v~7 
?.-67 t :,craeni., e a convoy ..:;f nutpM.bi011~ vi·~n~e .... : 1n u.n (Ji>DO-t<J~ ci t):~ll~.b: ;?.n d 
entry into Honolulu qar~r~ 

On 7 A:t.1&'1.Btl' fVBA.!'lnnts b-~gen '.i"Gf"l-ti~hu;~ ~;:-n1.n:uig .,.,;! t4» ubi,t.1:i·"T~i"S f'Tw.:t ~.:....:. n; 

J'rainin,! Groll'?, Pearl Harbor... rL'h~·c;,1.2~1>uf: r,et':N.l:l?lP.r t,:t't1.ini. i!P. ~ ~11>.'? . -1 ,• 

p'lap.1.:ed by :r.:iterio!. p'."Obla.isi parti1.:\1la.1i.y i' ~ng.tnse11.""P. ~'!;"J ..,•v•u~ '-.,r,~ 
t"Bek<md of 1.9 th\'l)Ugh 22 nugu.ut a!.t·ng~!!crt, us~ ~,~ IRU' (h D-l./1 i'l,r l'f.TJ8.'.!.l ,:;. 

and .o,he ret.nrnad tc t,he ~;er.dsr o::: ":6 f,1i~o'it 1"::r;;- ~:-1 c,:\:.,mdsrl ·p,!riod.:. :rn, 
1.e1·1."u'jti.. ':'lg r-e1'z•ashe!' rain: t1G r r,o "'="'t;n!.~ , 1:t,.:,•'l'il . p!'!.•t(' <::,-:,:, 



• 

On 19 ~tember, O' 'BA~ri~ ga.11e refresher training a laet tTYS) but 
still troubled by engineering prcblema, she ,ma dropo8d out or riem~@i• 
t?"Qj "'..:ing after one more day to devote fnll tim8 to bt!affllnsr ready to 
deploy tran a matltrial standpoint. 

On 28 September, 09BA~!ON' sailed tor Yokosuka, Japan in o~any wt.th 
USS HAW.W.R (DD-11B)o <1he made a file.ling stop at M!d5fay on 1 October, 
bad t o take cnasive &'!tion to a,,oid Typhoon A.WV, and arrived in Tol(csulai 
on 8 October for two days or voyage repairao On 10 Oetobe1• ~he and 
HA.MNRR continued cm ta Sub:lc ~, the PhilippineR, with a f'ueli~ atop 
at Buekne1• Bay, otcinawa on 12 Oetoboro o c.TollliR 

09BUNOH spent 1S through 22 Nc,en.'eier in Subic l3a:y' for upkeep, then 
departed 1'1.th ~~ COl~~LL.\'l'ICW (mrA.-64) for Yankee stationo c:'!he operated 
as plano guard 'Mi th r.o~~'l'InN as part of Task Graap '1"I o4 trm 2S 
October through 4 Nonmber, 'llhen l!lhe detaohed to return indltpendentl.y to 
SUbic Bay o Darln~ thie poriod abe rescued tvo men Yho tell overboard 
from ~LU'l'ION daring an underway replsnishfflent on l Novembor.l ~e 
al8C ws 1molftd in a nip,ht t.1- 884'Nh tor the wreckage f'rom an ~«.s 
Tanker airera.tt mit!b craahed oft' CO~'imLA.'l'Il"r,'101:1 bow, reeovedn2 the 
bo ctr of on!! crew fltfSlllber. 2 

Arter ten days 1n Sabic 'Bay tar repaire and lour day111 in q~ r.ontr 
for R and R., O'tl!lNO~ departed tar Danang Harbor, ~outh Viet.mm to C\l'ln­

menoe sbore 'bombardment as part ot tattle unit '1008090 From 25 'NOfffflber 
to 8 Decembe1•, openting in the Danang area, sbt! i'it"t!td 1508 rounds ot 
5"- and 40 rounds 01' S" a1!lfflunit1cm at tbe en9111Y'. On 8 Deoem'>->er she dt, ... 
parted for Kaohsiung, !'d..'lr.a.n.~ ,md tour mys ot R and 'to · 

OVBA'fNON spent the period 8 throngh ll ~her in Ka.ohsiung9 CJ!'le 
depa'!'ted on the 12th f'ol' the northcn-n I "'orpo A.ren of' South Vietnam.. ~e 
arriwd just south of the Dt!lmilitar.,.,sed Zone on 14 J;lecem'ber and ~in 
commenced f"l.re on enemy tarr.te. · 

on 11 ~ce!llberp 11hile operating ju.st south of tbe Dam.litar1ted s0tte, 
OtiBANNO~ went to rescue the pilot of an American aircraft vbicb had been 
shot down OYer the IMZ.11 crashing just otf' shoreo 

While QQ'BAmml{, the cruiser ilP,W'POR'f ~~ (nA--148), and a l"ffl!C'llt:I 
helicopter fran tF.WPORT m;:wq were maneuYarinr. in the area9 sneral round$ 
apparently trom a shore batter, landed in the viciniivo No damage was 
suttered by any of tba um.ts inYolYed, and the aircraft crev nre piek'8d 
up by the rescue helicopter. 

on 21 through 24 1lilcensbGr and 26 December throuP'.h tho end or the 
year0 O•SAW.10!f supported tile a11phibioua operations Vortriesl!!l Ridge and 
Badger Tooths, providing tire to assist the marines on the beach. Durin~ 
a period or not quite six houra on 28 tece11iber, ahe nred 542 rounds ot 
SU project,1lee on enemy targets at. a rate or better than l round a lllinute,. 

Q9'0A.WNON ended the year on the gun line, ha'Ving fired 4001 S1' and 
40. ~" projectiles in Vietnam. During tbe year she had also replenished 
un darway S2 t imee , 18 from oilers, 10 ft'Olll 8'ffllluni tion ships I and 4 f'ro:TI 
eupp~ ships. cihe burned 2 , 459,935 gallon:-: ot Navy %anmrd T-\tel Oil and 
steamed 30,180 miles ... 

FOOTNO'F.!S: 



SPECIAJ, 'TOl'ICS 
l January - 31 Jiecember 1967 

I 

l o Perforamance of Material ','. 

I 

a o tngineerin6: The .e~gi.na.er'.ng departtnen~ was plagued with caQl· J . -

ties both before and ~fter. the Gu.au ~~od whtc~1i:also Oc!used tha ship ,o be 
dropped frorr.i REFTRA, t,he moet a ignl.ficant equipment being a boiler, //j 
and #2 air ejectors, Maih feed pwnp1, · f ire and ~ilg~ pumps, Fire and ~l ush­
ing pumps, Dummy and Pitlog, and an excesa.ivel.y hiP.h heat problem in .ll 
Main l!ngineering spaces : caused by mi.Being, and deteriorated Lap;ging rads 
and poor ventilation. 

Toward the latter ·part of the year, the Starhoard $haft Jµrvg 
?earinga were being ~iven a PMS ohE1:k and it was discovered that num,ar 
two spring bearing w.=is wiped and hP•t to be reworked. #f. boiler, wh 'c:h 
had six superh~ater tubes plu.gged. p1·eviousl7, began leaking around ,l ugs 
and tubes had to be replacedo Over&ll, the performance and reltabi.ity 
of the ~ngineering Plant and equipm01t P:reatl.y improved as the avail.ibUity 
tn Guam, massive work by .ship' s forc,1 personnel, and long pe~iods at. sea 
on deplo_yment to SEVl!:NTHFLT, enahled the crew to be trained on the i nst.alled 

- plant and equipment. . 
The improvement culminated in achieving a passing ~ade 

pi.nearing Economy Trail for the· .f'irst, time ~ - over three yearso 
allowed the O'BANtK!~ to operate for three months in the We;ste.rn 
without missing a canmitment or going on water hours . · 

on un .lm­
I 1 also 

Paci.fie 

b o Wea;ns: At the start of 1967 • Wea pons Department 111Btertal in gen-
.,. eral was ba y deterioratedo Most Fir1: Control gear was in dire ne •d of a 

class 11Att overhaul, and both internal l nd external wiring showed tht effec'.,s 
of age, heat, and in some eases moistu:reo · All gun mounts were worn ~ind i.,1 
need of complete overhao.L 

· With tender ae!tstance,· ship's ;· o.~e embarked on an aggresslvo ' ,elf 
overhaul" program in January wh Ue awa Hing a dee is ion on whether the eiip 
would be given an R!\V. · It was finally d9tennined to provide replacemerc,s 
for all gun mounts, the Mark 1S hedgehog projector, and ·Mark 56· d·ireet.>r 
in Yearl Harbor, and to have thee~. carri~d by the ship . to Guam where chey 
would be inst.ailed by Ship Repair Facilit.r. · · · 

SRF Guam not cnl.y installed th is i-quipment but also made otner 
repairs which were beyond ship's foroe oapfbilityo Ship's force continued 
its thorough overhaiu. program, and by lhe time the ship left Gua~. orchdft..ae 
equipment was in the hast conuition i::t yeara o The hl.r,h quality cl work 
done. by SRF Guam and ship's force is attested by the performanc~ of ord­
nance equipment through operational train 1.ng and three months .:>f a Hest-
pac deployment with0ut a -major eqQipment casualty . . 

From 25 November 1967 -through 6 January 1968, 0 1 AANN~ fired over 
· S500 rounds in Naval Gunfire Support wlth onl!' minor equipll>'.mt casualtieso 

c O Operations: · Operations department mat~rial staturJ and relia~Uity 
improved considerably d 11ri1p the year. The follow in~ eq>!ipment was instal• 
led: 

Encloour.e (3) 



Two SPA- LA repeaters 

one SLA- 2 
aie URR-13 
two WRR-J 

one KY- 8 
one VRC-L6 
one lW-7 
one SRT-11 

The addition of thi.a equipment increased O":lA:.!NClPS capabilities 
significantlyo The KY-8 system proved to be extremely 11Seful and flexible 
in combatant operations in the Tonkin 011J.t and Nort.hem I corpe area o The 
VRC-L6 we1s an invaluable commun1cat1.Cll sys tell dlll'ing OOFS aissS.OWJ ., 

'Material problems were only lnfr&Q.uentl.y' serious enouP.h to hinder 
operatiais o The lack or a USM-115 range calibrator, or a subetitute,wae 
a c;ontit111ing problem during most of the year .. 

O'BANNON was often hard pressed to meet all of the req11irements for 
HF canmunic~tions dtlring Westpac operatLnso This problem was compounded 
by a hiP,h failure rate on the installed URC-32 tranceivers., e:specially dur­
ing Naval Gunfire ~upport missions ,, · · 

The extended RAV in Oaam was benefic'ial to material reliat.ilit7 . 
Material problells 1n general seem t o be d1111nishing . 

2o Suppl,Y 

a o The S11pply Department received S.11pply Overhaul and Assistance Pro­
graa assistance d1.1rin~ the overhaul period 1.n nuamo Ae a result or this 
prograJ11• the reliability or BBD9ral supply support. baa been greatl.7 i.Jilproved .. 
Whole•le . replacement or equipage in the galley and laundry hits greatly 
improved service in these areas. 

3 o Personnel 

a o During 19()7 O'BANNON experienced a vast turnover of personnel o While 
no month could be coll8id,:n,d typical, the statlatics of t he three months 
prior to deplopsent 1n September illustrate the pr0bl81lo During that por­
iod 86 11en were received and 40 tranoterred, representing 34j ot the total 
crew. In tha last month alone 39 were received and 17 transferred a 

Although the ship did not. ccaplete refresher training due to tbe 
material problems discu.ssed elsewhere, the trai.."linf! tha t, vas received was 
diluted in effect b:y the large turnover il!lllediately prior to deployment o 

The efro,t towards crew stahUization was coim,enced in January aa 
socn as tlle decision was made to retain the ship in commission and a de­
ployment date i.n September was set o 1 t was not eucC'eesf ul due partly to • the Navy wide problem of retentim or mid- grade petty officers but also 
to the raot that some imbalances are normally canpensated for b7 int,·a 
Divis ion/Sq11Bdron transfers o 0 1 BANN~, by being a.J.most completely out of 
.tiaee vtth ,the other ships of the Division/Squadron did not have this ad• 
ventage o 

There were, at any ti,re or the year , sone shortages of supervisory 
petty of't~.cera , In aome technical areas this became critical and ror the 
fi.rst 3 months of the deployment the ship was in a C-3 cat.eP.ory for per~ 
sonnel readiness . This was pri.Jrulrilv due to shortages in the ratingS of: 
MM.1, !C\, and SHl .. 
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An aigressiva ~etentian progr am has been ln effect and the .r esults 
a lthough ,1ot mt.standing , are encoll!'aging. As of 31 December 11% of el~ 
igible f u.'S t ter m pers onnel r eenlisted 1 78% career designated pers onnel 
r eenlist Jd c Additionall y , a ppl ications for 5 men are awaiting Bureau of 
Naval Pers r.nnel approval ~hich will affect 1968 statistics. The oppor­
tunity o" r eenlisting in a tax tree zcne has been a great advantage in t he 
r e t entic, , ef f ort" 

4" Qnnmuui.t! Relations 

a o During Cx:tober, a collection or old clothes was made f r om member s 
r,{ the c ~·~ and delivered to the Leprosarium at Tala, Republic of the Ph il­
lippines by a group of offi cers from the ship. 

b o 0·1BANNOO also c ooperated wit h a SOPA(Admin) community r e l a t,ions 
project in Kaohe iwig, Taiwan, pr ovid ing a motor whaleboat for a touring 
11 Santa Claus " visiting local orphans. 

5 o gongrat,ulat5!7 Messages 

ao lfn ile operating with the Seventh Fleet, 0 1 BAN!JON rece iveC:. numerous 
c ongrett1lat,ory mess{.lges for every kind or achievement f r om onloading ·stores 
efficient l y during 'underway replenishment to rAscuing two men overboar d 
from the US S CONSTELLATION (CVA...64 ) before the carrieros helicopter could 
reach the soane. But the most prized message came from the Ma jor General 
ROBERTSO'\J, Comrnanding Genera l or the First Marine Divis ion , who sa id, "The 
support ~endered tbe First Marine Division by 0 9BANNON 27 November throug~ 
3 December was worthy or th0 hi~est pra i se a The timeliness and accur acy 
of your gunfire is greatly a pprec lated. Well done and s,ooo.1.h aa il 1.ng., 11 
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