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OFNAVINST 5750.12
STNCPACFLTINST 575042
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Chronological Histéry of U5 U'BANNON (DD-L45C) for the period
1 Janvary through 31 December 1967

Narrative Command History of USS U'BAINCN (DD-L50) for the
period 1 January throuzh 31 December L1967

Specizl Topics Narrative for the period 1 January through 31
December 1967

(L) Muster Roll and Roster of Ufficers for U35 O'BANNON (DD-L50)

for 7 December L56T7 and 31 December 1967 respectively

1. TIn accordance with references (a) through (¢), enclosures (1) through
(L) are herewith submitted. i
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Chronological History of 1SS O'SANNON (DD-L50)
1 January to 31 Decemher 1967

1-22 January 1967
23-26 January

27 January
20 January - 10 Sebruary
10 FMebruary - 15 lareh

16 —26 riareh
26 March

26 liareh -~ 26 June
52l May
18 June
20 June
26 June
27 June - 3 July

3=16 July
17 July

L8-19 Juty
20 dJuly

2120 July
25-27 July
20-29 July

29 July - 6 August
7-25 August

19-22 Ausust
26 August - 19 September
19 September
20-2li September
25 September

26=-27 September

20 Septenber - 7 Uctober
1 Octcher

8-9 October

10-1l; Octcher
12 Cetober

15-22 (ctober

23 Cctcober - i November

5-6 November
7-16 November

Inport Peerl Harbor for leave and upkeep

At sea for operational evsluastion of a special-
ized radar.

Anmunition off load at NAD Jest Loch.

Tender avaiLability with USS FULNTIER (4D-25).
In Pesrl Harbor ileval Shipyard to revove 3" and
5" gun mounts, MK 15 dedgzehog mount, and 'K 56
Jirector. Set replacements on bosrd for instal-
lation by SKHF, (uam.

Underway for Guam in company with 7S5 JIMARRON
(40-22),

Arrived Apra Harbor, “uanm.
observers.

Inport Apra Harbor, Guam for XAV,

Drydocked on keelblocks in 1S3 A200 (ARD-29).
Dock trials

Sea trisls

Celebrated 25th Anniversary of Commissicning.
Underway for Pearl :larbor in company with USS
u.*. JH.A.J.N TU (f&.l-.}.lﬂ-l) .

Inport Pearl larbor for Leave and upkeep.
Ammonition onload at NAD West Loch, ISE
Underway as 4.W carcetu wessel.

Gunnery exercises.

Inport Fearl Harbor for upkeep.

Underway ISE and IFORACS,

Jnderway with TG 32.2 as part of CONVEX 2-67,
opposed transit and entry.

Inport prepsrin: for refresher training.
Refresher training with Fleet Training Group,
Pearl Harbor, ingort and at sea.

Weekend alongside U35 PRAINIE (AD-15).
Alongside USS PRAINIE (AD-15) for repairs.

it sea for relresher training.

Inport Fearl Harbor for pre-deployment repairs.
Pre-deployment ammunition loadout at IAD West
Loch, and fngineering trails.

Inport for final deployment preparations.
Inderway for Yokosuka, Japan.

fueling stop at Midway.

Inport Yokosuka for voyage repairs.

>ea trials with -RP

Underway for Subic tay, Republic of the Fhilippines.

“ueling stop at Buclmer Zay, Okinawa.

Inport Subic “ay for upkeep.

Underway as plane guard for US3 CONSTHLLATION
(CVA=6l) in the vicinity of Yankee Station.
inroute te 3uhic Bay, independently.

Inport Subic Bay for repairs and upkeep.
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17-18 Kovember Underway for Hong Kong, Sritish Crown Colony.

19-22 lovember Inport Hong Kong for i & R.

232l lovember inroute to Dallang, Republic of Vietnam.

25 llovenber - 5 December Providing sunfire support in the northern [
Dorps area of South Vietnam.

6=7 Decemver inroute to Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

3-11 December Inport Kaohsiung far R & R.

12-1); December Enrcute to I Corps area.

15-31 December Providing gunfire support in the northern I

Corps area of South Vietnam.
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NARRATIVE, COMANL HICTORY OF USS O HARNON {DI~430)

Undsr the cotmand of Capbain John W. Velle sines B Outober 1985, 1788
O BANNON {ND-480) perfoimz the dnties af a genayal purposs daglrover in
the U, S, Paeifis Flest. O0'BANNOY {s homeporied ai Pearl Harbour, Yawaid,
and is deploved cegulariy to the Yestern Pasific as a mmn‘bsr aof the ™, 8,
Seventh "lsel. Her allowance on 51 DRcember 1967 ees 18 officers and 085
an:igled men,

GVBANYON began JU47 where she had ended 1966, alonyelds “Bravo" plery
in Pearl Huvbor, “With an cverhaul or restricted yard avelilaniliter latac
in the vear still indefinite; ship’s force wae given this opporsvnity foy
& major effort Lo conguer sums of the materini peebliens stemdns oy sea
and Mive vears cut of cvezhanl,

After four days at sea, 3 Shrough 27 J’ar‘uanrs and & tendey avmd iabiilitys.
NIBANYON moved on 10 February to Peari Hurbor Veval Shipvsist. ‘¢ had nosn
decided, winee she needed an uverhaunl and Pearl Hurber Vaesl Tipyard s
slready overisaded, that she would hizve an sxtended vestricied swuiiahiiiyy
&% Shlp Rapalr Facility, Guam %0 accommlish the necsssery work,

At the Pearl Harbor Shipyvard, her 3% and 5% pua wounts, ¥ 15 wedeehay
meunt, and MK 48 director were vemoved. Replacements were seb of bus vd
and bolted down Duh net wired, Doring this cesiricted avallsvilicy, shin o
force continued 3te overbanl, concentraiing on & thorough represorvatios of
fopelde gpacen.

On 18 March; O'SAWMON jeft Peari Havbor in sompany with 1SS OTwRRmON
{£0-82) and transited to Guam. She arrived af:Apsa Havbor, Guam en 25
Vaxrch, tock on cbgervers I[rom 3Ship Bapalr Faetlivy, Guamg, and headed heui
to ses for sea Lrials. On eomplebion of sea tidals, she retuvrne dto Avms
Harbor vhers ghe vas Lo rémedn from 26 Mavdh until the morming o 27 Joowe .

Inring NPBANYON'g Shyes month restrictec evaillabiiity in Cuawm, ship s
fores and technicians from ship Repair Paullity overbavied most of her
equipment az well as wiring and checking oul dhe ¢rdmance equipment wiilch
Pezrl Harbor Naval Shipyevd had providad, This was the (iret edend fcann
shipyard wori dona on N BANYON in 48 nontha. From 5 to 24 May, she was
deydocked in the floating drydeek VS ART0O (ARD.29) wiile har underwator
hull wss represerved,

On 28 June, O'UANYON celebrated the iwenby-PiPth ammivercury of hey
cammissioeing. There was no forwa) sclebration, Tor her crsw wayg tuo buwy
finishing the jons which’'had to keep her going for more years, bl the sveay
was recogniged by the Pacific Cruiser-Destroyer Force publication Vigilance
which carried a long evticle on DVEANTON & hiutury, The nesit moraing &h&
left Guem for Pearl Harbor and the best anniversary present her erew could
have ssked for; a return home cin 5 July after thyes and one half months
wwuyo In Guan, approxizately $#708,000, 78,000 SRY wan-hours and L5C 000
ghip'a force man honys wers exponded o incranse her material readiness.

After 1@ - two week resplie, NVBANNNY began preparations in earnsct
for rofresher traiming wd her upeccming Yeatpee deploeyment, conduvking
varicus drills and exercises. On 28 and 29 Suly, she took part in (T
2-67, screening a convoy of amphiblovs vessels in en Jpposed braneli and
Emtry into Honolulu Yarbor.

On 7 August, DYBANNON bagen mﬁ«eshsr“ tradning with obmervers from Fle
Training Grounp, Pearl Harbur. Thyoughouf; reivesher tvalining, shis wey
plagued by matarial probiems, pavtleularly i eoginsevinrz. Shy gpomt The
waekend of 19 through 22 August alengnlde USS SRAIRIF (A7 D15) fer vepsirs,
and she returnmad tc the dender on @6 tngust Tor an extended peeiod; ine
terrupting refresher trainieg, Lo =epaly wmberial problems.




On 19 Ssptember, 0'BANNW gave refresher training a last ¢ry, but
gtill troubled by engineering problems, she was drooved out of refyesher
training after one more day to devote full time to becoming ready %o
deploy from a material stan

On 28 September, 0FBANNON aailod for Yokosuka, Japan in company with
USS HAMNER (DIL'H.B)o She made & fueling stop at Midway on 1 October,
had to take evasive action to avoid Typhoon Amy, and arrived in Tokoaulm
on 8 October for two days of vovage repairs, On 10 October she and
HAMNRR continued on to Subde Bay, the Philippines; with a fuelinz stop
at Buckner Bay, Okinawa on 12 October. ,cress®

OYBANNON spent 15 through 22 Fovember in Subic Bay for upkup, then
departed with USSR CONSTFLLATION (NVA-64) for Yankee Sgation. Sha operated
as plane guard with CONSTELIATION as part of Task Group 77.4 from 23
October through 4 Novembor, when she detached to redurn indspendently to
Subie Bay. During this period she rescued two men who fell overboard
fyrom CONSTELIATION during an underway replenishment on 1 November.X She
2lso was involved in a mipght tiwme search for the wrackage from an A-5
Tanker aireraft which crashed off CONSTRLIATIMs bow, vecovering the
body of ons crew member,<

After ten days in Subic Bay for repairves and Pour days in Hong Kone
for B and R, OYBANNON departed for Danang Harbor, South Vietnam to cow-
mence shore bombardmert as part of task unit 70.8.9. From 25 November
to 8 Dacember, operating in the Denang area, she fired 1308 rounds of
5" and 40 rounds of 5" ammmition at the ememy. On € Degemher she de-
parted for Kachsiumg, Telwsn: md four daye of R and R,

O'BANNON spent the period 8 thromgh 11 Dpcember in Kachsiwmg, %he
departed on the 12th for the northern I orpe Avea of South Vietnam. She
arrived just south of the Demilitarized Zone on 14 Dgembor and again
commenced fire on enemy targets.

On 17 Degember, while operating just south of the Demilitarized zone,
Q*BANNON went to rescus the pilot of an Amerlean aiveraft which had been
shot down over the IMZ, crashing just off ehore.

While OfBANNON, the crniser WMPORT WEHS (tA-148), and a rescus
helicopter from WEWPORT WEWS were maneuvering in the avea, several rounds
apparently from a shore dattery landed in the vicinily. Wo damapge was
suffered by any of tha units involved, and the alrcraft crew were picked
up by the rescue helicopier.

On 21 through 24 December aand R8 Decembey. throuch the end of the
year, O'BANNON supported the amphibious vperaticns Fortress Ridge and
Badger Tooth, providing fire to assist the marines on the beach, During
a period of not guite six hours on R8 Pegember, she fired 342 rounds of
5" projectiles on enemy targets at a rate of better than 1 round a minute.

O°BANNON ended the yzar on the gun line, having flred 4001 5" and
40- 8" projectiles in Vietnam. During the year she had alse replenished
underway 52 times, 18 from oilers, 10 from amunition ships, and 4 from
supply ships., She burmed 2,459,855 gallons of Navy Standerd Wuel M1 and
steamad 80,180 miles.

FOOTHOT®S: _
i v . 5 «n: o [
usw,

2. During this search, she brought aboard the body of POR Richard W.
SAVDIFRER, of VAH-8 Air Refnoling team, found in the water on § Wovember,
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SPECIA) 'TOPICS
1 January - 31 lecember 1967
|

1

1. Perforamance of Material

a. ingineering: The engineering department was plagued with casvi.-
ties both before and after the Guan period which also caused the ship .o be
dropped from REFTRA, the most significant equim!mt being a boiler, #]
and #2 air ejectors, Main feed pump3,‘ Fire snd “ilge pumps, Fire and Jush-
ing pumps, Dummy and Pitlog, and an excessively high heat problem in .1l
Main kngineering spaces caused by missing, and deteriorated Lapging pds
and poor ventilation.

Toward the latter part of the year, the Starboard shaft Sprig
Rearings were being s~iven a PMS check and it was discovered that numsr
two spring bearing was wiped and hai to be reworked: #X boiler, whth
had six superheater tubes plugged previodsly, began leaking around ilugs
and tubes had to be replaced. Oversll, the performance and reliabi.ity
of the Engineering Plant and equipmoit ereatly improved as the availibility
in Guam, massive work by ship's forcue personnel, and long periods at sea
on deployment to SEVENTHFLT, enabled the crew to be trained on the installed
~ plant and equipment.

The improvement culminated in achieving a passing grade om an En-
gineering Economy Trail for the first time ir over three years. Ii also
allowed the O"BANNON to operate for three months in the Western Pacifie
without missing a commitment or going on water hours.

b. Wespons: At the start of 1967, Weapons Department material in gen-

- eral was Ea(lﬂ}' deteriorated. Host Fir: Control gear was in dire ne:d of a
class "AM overhaul, and both internal :¢nd external wiring showed the effecis
of age, heat, and in some cases moisturs. All gun mounts were worn und in
need of complete overhauol.

- . With tender ass&istance, ship's orce embarked on an aggressive 'selfl
overhaul" program in Jsnuary while awaiiing a decision on whether the siip
would be given an RAV. It was finally determined to provide replacemeris
for all gun mounts, the Mark 15 hedgehog projector, and Mark 56 direct.r
in rearl Harbor, and to have these.carried by the ship.to Guam where chey
would be installed by Ship Repair Facility. -

SRF Guam not only installed this equipment but also made otner
repairs which were beyond ship's force capability. Ship's force continued
its thorough overhaul program, and by the time the ship left Guar, ordisifce
equipment was in the best condition ia years. The high quality o work
done by SRF Guam and ship's force is attested by the performant2 of ord-
nance equipment through operational training and three months of a West-
pac deployment without a major equipment casualty.

From 25 November 1967 through 6 January 1968, O'BANNN fired over
5500 rounds in Naval Gunfire Support with only minor equipment casualties.

- ¢, Operations: Operations department matsrial status and reliahility
improved coneiaerably during the year. The following equipment was instal=-
led:
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Two SPA-LA repeaters one KY-8

one SLA=2 one VRC-L6
one URR-13 one KW-7
two WRR-3 one SRT-1l

The addition of this equipment increased O'3AYNON'S capabilities
significantly., The KY-8 system proved to be extremely useful and flexible
in combatant operations in the Tonkin Guif and Northern I corps area. The
VRC-L46 wos an invalubble communication system during NGFS missions.

Material problems were only infrequently serious enough to hinder
operations, The lack of a USM=115 range calibrator, or a substitute, was
a gontinning problem during most of the year.

O'BANNON was often hard pressed to meet all of the requirements for
HF communicstions during Westpac operati:ns. This problem was compounded
by a high failure rate on the installed URC-32 tranceivers, especially dur~
ing Naval “unfire Support missions.

The extended RAV in Guam was beneficial to material reliability.
Material problems in general seem to be diminishing.

2, Supply

a. The Supply Department received Supply Overhaul and Assistance Pro-
gram assistance durine the overhaul period in Cuam. As a result of this
program, the reliability of gmneral supply support has been greatly improved.
Wholesiile A replacement of equipage in the galley and laundry his greatly
improved service in these areas.

3. Personnel

a., During 197 O'BANNON experienced a vast turnover of personnel. While
no month could be consid:red typical, the statistics of the three months
prior to deployment in September illustrate the problem. During that per-
iod 86 men were received and 4O transferred, representing 3u% of the total
crew. In the last month alone 39 were received and 17 transferred.

Although the ship did not complete refresher training due to the
material problems discussed elsewhere; the training that was received was
diluted in effect by the large turnover immediately prior to deployment.

The effest towards crew stabilization was commenced in January as
soon as the decision was made to retain the ship in commission and a de-
ployment date in September was set. It was not successful due partly to
the Navy wide problem of retention of mid-grade petty officers but also
to the fact that some imbalances are normally compensated for by intra
Division/Squaedron transfers. O'BANNON, by being almost completely out of
phase with the other ships of the Division/Squadron did not have this ad-
“nugea .
There were, at any tive of the year, some shortages of supervisory
petty officers, In some technical areas this became critical and for the
first 3 months of the deployment the ship was in a C-3 catepory for per-
sonnel readiness. This wes primarily due to shortages in the ratings of:
MMl, I°l, and SHl1- ;
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Ln a;gressive Tetention program has been in effect and the results,
although not vutstanding, are encouraging. As of 31 December 1i% of el-
izible fizst term personnel reenlisted, 78% career designated personnel
reenlistod, Additionally, applications for 5 men are awaiiing Bureau of
Naval Persz«nnel approval whiech will affect 1968 statistics. The oppor-
tunity o reenlisting in a tex free zone has been a great advantage in the
retentic: effart,

L. Crmmunity Relations

i

a. Daring October, a collection of old clothes was made from members
of the ersw and delivered to the Leprosarium at Tala, Republic of the Phil-
lippines, by a group of officers from the ship.

b. C'BANNON also cooperated with a SOPA(Admin) community relations
project in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, providing a motor whalebocat for a touring
"Santa Claus" visiting local orphans.

5. Congratulatory Messages

a. Wnile operating with the Seventh Fleet, O'BANNON receivec numerous
congretulatory messages for every kind of achievement from onloading stores
efficiently during underway replenishment to rescuing two men overboard
from the USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-6l) before the carrier's helicopter could
reach the secens. But the most prized message came from the Major General
ROBERTSOV, Commanding General of the First Marine Division, who said, "The
support rondered the First Marine Division by O'BANNON 27 November through
9 December was worthy of the highest praise. The timeliness and accuracy
of your gunfire is greatly appreciated. Well done and smowth sailing."
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