
/ .... ·- 11~~ < ,. , .. ,. .. ( _,_r:" 
JJ • \ · - J , 

•' . ·'( : : i.'l) ... "'ro.11ci nc0 ?6 ,.11 

. ' . 

:)Zii-,.!)Q/_ -..(rl' : 3G 

5750 
Ser~ 

1-'i"or; : Co-r.~~-il1.i;'!.'; vff:lcm.~, u:,;:; •. , ;t,;i 0 ·; (:1D-/!.50) 
To: i":11icf of :rn:-voJ. (;·::crn.tiono ( GI -09;19) 

. ~er: 

~cl: 

(.:i.) 
(b) 

(J.) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

o~·; : ·:,-I .. ,'1' 57 50 o J2.' • 
c·1~ :c, AC.V.L'.i'!" : S .5?.50o2}3 

Chronolor,ico.l Hioto!"'J or u..;. ; O' JA!i ;on (DD4.50) for the period 
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CHRONOLOOICA.L HISTOtY OF tJSS O'BANllON (DD~50) 
FROM 1 JANlJJU1Y 1969 '.l'l-lROUGH 30 JAMVAR.C 1970 

1 JAN - 21 J.AN 

22 JAN - 2L JAN 

25 JAN ... 2 li'EB 

3 FEB .,. 6 FEB 

7 Fb:13 "' 9 F!!:13 

10 FEB ,.,. 1.6 FEB 

17 FEB 

18 FEB ... 24 Fl!;B 

25 FEB c,o 

26 F~ ,,. 3 MA.R 

4.MAR- 9MAR 

10 14.Afi -~ 13 A.PR 

14 APR ~ 23 APR 

17 APR 

21 APR 

24 APR ... 25 APR 

26 APR ·- 27 APR 

28 APfi - 29 APR 

30 APR 

l MAY "'' 12 MAY 

12 MAY •• 111 MAY' 

15 MAY- 20 MAY 

21 MAY ... 2.3 MI\.Y 

Inport Pearl Harbor 

COMPTTTGX 3-60 

Inport Pearl Harbor 

COMPTUEX 4-69 

Inport Pear l Harbor 

Enroute San Diego 

Inport San Diego 

STRIKEX 1-69 . 

tnport San Francisco 

Enroute Pearl Harbor 

Inport Pearl Harbor 

Enroute Yokosuka 

Fue 1 Stop Midway 

Joined UoSo Seventh Fleet 

Inport Yokosuka 

Enroute Sasebo 

Inport Sasebo 

Enr oute Rendezvous Task Force 71 

St,eamine with Task Force 71 
East China Sea/Yello~.z Sea 

Enroute Subic Day with Task Group 77 c4 

Inport Subic Ray 

Enroute Singapore with Task Group 77o4 

Enc los u.rP. ( l ' 



' 
CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS 0°BANNON (DD-,450) 

FROM l JANUARY 1969 THROUGH 30 JANUARY 1970 

24 MAY - 28 MAY 

29 MAY - 30 MAY 

31 MA.Y - 2 JUN 

3 JUN 

4JUN- 8JUN 

9 JUN• 17 JUN 

1B JUN 

19 JUN .. 24 JUN 

25 JUN ... 28 JUN 

29 JUN .. 13 JUL 

14 JUL ... 15 JUL 

16 JUL - 20 JUL 

Inport Sin~pore 

Enroute Yankee Station, TG 77 oh 

SPECOPS Yankee Station, TG 77 a4 

SPECOPS Yankee Station 9 TG 77 '7 

Enroute Saaebo w1 th TO 77. 7 

Inport Sasebo with TO 77 o 7 /710 7 

Type Trainin~:, Sasebo Operation Area 

Inport Sasebo w.i th TG 77 o3/7lo3 

Enroute Yankee Sta1.1.on with TO 77 o) 

SPECOPS Yankee:Station .TG 77.3 
. . I 

E~·\s~~c ~w:1~?0 7?~). 
·. . ·. , 

Inport Hong Kong with TG 77 o3 

28 JUL .. 29 JUL 'Enroute Subic Ray 

28 JUL Evade Typhoon Viola 

30 JUL - 3 AUG Inport Subic flay 

L AUG - 5 AUG Enroute Yankee Station 

6 AUG - 77 AUG SPF.COPS Yankee Station with TG 77 Ds 
8 AlTG - 30 AUG NG.F'S r and II Corps!) TU 700809 

31 AUG Enroute TG 77 o5 

1 SEP - 3 SEP Enroute Sasebo, TG 7705/7105 

4 SEP - 12 SEP Inport Sasebo, TG 7705/7105 

13 SEP - 17 SF.P Enroute II Corps, TU 700809 

18 SEP - 10 OCT NGFS II and III Corps, TU 700809 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS O' BANNON (DD..J.i50) 
FROM 1 JANUARY 196~ THROUGH 30 JANUARY I970 

11 OCT ... 15 CX:'r 

14 OCT 

16 OCT .,. 18 OCT 

19 OCT ... 20 OCT 

21 OCT 

22 OOT 

23 OCT 

24 OCT • 31 OCT 

26 OCT 

29 CX::T 

1 NOV - JO JAN 1970 

30 DEC 

13 JAN 

30 JAN 

Enroute Yokosuka 

FUEL Stop Buckner Bay Okinawa 

Inport Yokosuka 

Enroute Pearl Harbor 

Evade Typhoon Ida 

Enroute Yokosuka 

Refuel Yokosuka 

Enraute Pearl Harbor 

Joined U oSo First F'l eet 

Fuel Stop Midway 

Inport Pearl Harbor 

Off- l oad Ammunition West Loe~~ 
Pearl Har bor 

Awar ds Ceremony 

Deconnnissioning 

3 Enclosure (l} 



' 
NARI{ATIVII COMMANI1 HISTORY OF USS 0 1 BANNON (DD-u50 ) 

FliOM 1 JA~: 1969 Tri.ROUGH 30 JAN 1970 

The USS O•BANNON (DD-450 ) began the new year of 1969 in holll(;. por t, 
at Pearl Harbor !'or l eave and upkeep pr i or to what would be her f our­
t eenth Western Pacif ic deplo;ymento Thie in-por·t; period was interrupted 
from 22 to 2L January and 3 to 5 February for COMPTUEX 's 3-o69 and 11"' 
69 respectJ.ve lyo DurinP, these COMPTUEXts 0 8BANNON took part in a 
variet y of exereises within the Hawaiian Operating Areas,, 

On 10 February 0 1 BANNON departed Pearl Harbor for her first v:i..sit 
to San Diego :in twelve yearso Starting on 18 February O'BANNON par ­
ticipated in STRIKEX 1 .. .69 wi.th units of t.he UoSo First Fleet and the 
Canad:i.an Navy off the coast of Californiao The superior handling of 
an actual man overboard during STRIKEI 1...69J1 won 0°BANNON a seaman­
ship awardo However, the most spectacular event of the exercise 
occurr~d one night when 0 1 8.ANNON opened up with primary and second­
ary batteries to sink a target hull that was drifting dangerously 
close to the coast of Mexico., On 27 February 0 1BANNON arrived in 
San Franc:i.sco where she visited until 4 March .., 0 1BANNON returned t o 
Pearl Harbor on 10 March ano remained in home port until her deploy­
ment to W.ESTPAC on 14 P.prilc 

Aft.er stopping et the normal fuel replenishment source, Midway 
Island., she officially became a part of the Seventh Fleet on 21 A'!)rilo 
Arriving at Yokosuka, Japan, on 24 April, she commenced outfitting 
,d·~ the special equipment and materials required for the various 
Seventh Fleet operations o 

Her stay was cut short by the shooting down of a Navy EC-J21 
reconnaissance aircraft in the Sea of Japano Enroute to the Sea 
of Japan on 27 April3 a casualty to her evaporators necessitated 
an unscheduled, short stopo~er in Sasebo for repai.l•s c ".iith these 
rejhairs completed, on 1 May O'BANNON reported for duty ao part of 
Task Force 71 auppor.ting the aircraft carrier Enterprise o 

Wh en the Task Force 71 duties were turned over to other uni ts 
of the Seventh Fleet on ]2 May, 0 9BANNON accompanied the Enterprise 
group 9 now Task Group 77 oh, to port calls in Subic Bay from 15 t o 
21 May and Singapore from 24 May to 29 Mayo 

Back on Yankee Station on 31 May, the 0 °BANNON supported the 
Enterprise as she l aunched her air strikes against enemy tar~ets 
in Vietnamo Still on Yankee Station, OiBANNON ch.angel to Task Gr oup 
77.,7 in support of the carri er Ticondez-ogao Departing the strike 
sta"l:,ion on 4 June D 01BANNON, serving ae screen commander, accompanied 
tJ1e Ticonderoga group to Sasebo for a short upkeep periodo In a du.al 
role as Task Group 7lo7, t hese units also s erved as a continP,ency 
team iu the event that U.,S., ships were needed 1n the Sea of Japan on 
short notice o 

F.nc losure ( 2 ) 
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NARHATivE COM!I.AIID HIS'l'ORY OF USS O'BANNON (DD-450) 
FROM l JAN 1969 THROUGH 30 JAN 1970 

Again shifting aircraf t carriers, on 17 June, O•BANNOH assumed 
support duties for the USS KITTY HAWK. The KITTY HAWK group, function­
ing aa Task Group 7lo3, departed Saaebo on 25 June with O•BANNON as 
screen flagship arriving on Yankee Station 29 June 1969. 

D\ll"i.ng the period 1 through L July, o•B,\NNON participated in 
special ASW exercises with Task Group 77o9o Having completed a var­
ie"t,y of smngle and multiple ship day and night exercises on 4 July, 
she returned to her carrier escort duties on Yankee Station with Task 
Group 77 o3 and the carl'ter KITTY HAWK. 

Task Group 77.3 departed Yankee Station on 1u July with O'BANNON 
again acting as screen commander for port calls in Subic Bay from 
1.6 to 20 July and Hong Konp, from 22 July to 27 Julyo 

Leaving Hong Kong a day earlier than expected because of typhoon 
evasion measures, the KIT'l"I HAWK and her escorts proceeded southwest 
toward Yankee Stationo After successfully evading the storm, O'BANNON 
was detached to proceed to Subic Bay for repairs to her rudder. 

After three days in the ARD-22 floating drydock, 0'BANHON left 
with repairs completed to j o:in Task Group 77 ,.5, and the USS BON HOMME 
RICHARD on 7 Augusto This proved to be a short tour when on 8 Augus t 
the O•BANNON started her first tour as one of the gunfire support 
units in Task Unit 7008090 

For the period 8 to 31 August11 her main batteries were brought 
to bear in I and II Corps areas, firing over 1500 rounds on coastal 
targetso Rejoining Task Group 77 05, ~gain as screen commander, 
O'BANNON accompanied the BON HOMME RICHARD to Sasebo, Japan, for a 
short upkeep periodo During most of this tirae, the group functioned 
as a contingency elernant for Defender Station duties as Task Group 7105. 

Departing Sasebo on l3 September as 5creen commander, 0 1BANNON 
accompanied the task ~oup to the vicinity of Buckner Bay, Okinawao 
Having been detached to proceed independently on 15 September~ she 
arrived for her second gunline tour in Southern II Corps on 18 September ., 

During this period, until 11 October• the O•BA.NNON again provided 
gunfire support for fr1endzy units in II and III Corps near Phan Thieto 
She departed the gunline enroute Yokosuka on 11 October having fired 
a total of 3.446 rounds of 5 inch ammunition and 543 r ounds of. 3 in~"l 
amm.mition on a variety of targets from Cam Rahn Bay to the Rung Sat 
Special Zone o 

On 14 October» 0 °BANNOli made a brief fuel stop in Buckner Bay and 
was again enroute Yokoeuka., Arriving in her last Western Pacif ic port 
on 16 October, after completing a full power trial, she spent the next 
three days completing all requirements concerned with leaving t he con"" 
trol of Commander Sevanth. Flaeto 

2 Encloaure (2 ) 



N.AltRATI\ ~OMMAND HISTORY OF USS O~BANNot )D...L50) 
FROH l JAN 1969 THROUGH 30 JAN 1970 

As part of Task Unit 70 .. 0.1; O•BANtmN departed Yokoeuka on 19 Octo• 
bftr enroute Pearl Harbor via Midway .. · Because of deteriorating weather 
and typhoon danger, the task unit of five ships was farced to return 
to Yokosuka on 23 . October for fuel and voyage repalrso 

The next day. on 24 October, the s~ps departed on their second 
attempt to cross the Paoific. With more favorable weather conditions, 
the transit was made safely and swift]$.. · o• BANNON officially- . left, 
the operational control of Commander Seventh Flee~ on 27 October .. 

After a f'uel ·stopover ·1n Midway on ·29 Octobet'~ the O•BANNOlT ~on­
tinued on to. Pearl Harbor arriving home on ~e morning of l NOTmnber . 
19690 

The first two weeks in Pearl were hectic for all hands since 
0'BANNON rooeived official word that, she would be decommissioned a.."l.d 
00 and INSURV inspections were requir~do · 

Hard wo1•k paid oft though, and 01BANNON sailore cOI11DBnced ehort. 
working days after pas.sing the 00 i.napecti.on and sucoess.t'ully prepar .. 
1ng ~e ship for the inspection of the INSURV Boardo 

' . 

O•BANNON ·got ~danray on- her own power for the last time on 30 
December lib.en she went ,to West LochAlmnlmition Depot to oft ... load 
all ordnanceo On 13 January 1970 th.J.r.ty' of 01BA?JNON 1s officers and 
men received 7th Fleet Awards·which they earned during the last 
''lest Pac dep·loymento 

. . . , .. 
Fina~, on 30 January 1970 O'BANNON was decommiasi'oned at 

Pearl Harbor .; 
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ff~~· DurinG 1<;69 O~DAfIT10H•a orJBineering plant io.9roved 
cont· in spite of the fact t.1-l§t the ship colobro.ted her 
t1·~ty ... saventh birth~. In Jrumar.v o•aru -: ;o~J ca-Jplctad her o.dmin• 
istration inopoction and the oneinoarinc dcp~t received a "9.511 , 
duplica.tinr, the errute ~lust recoivcd. in REF'i'RA. In the co~o of the 
yoor • fifteen, ttJOnty ~ tt·a ty-five, and i'ull pot·;cr triAlo ,-mro all. 
successfully conplotoo r.ial:ing O t BJJ n Cii a top c ·mtoil9.er for the 
Engineering E for Iler last ycoX" of cor:moaionod aervico. 

\·Ic1nons. Tho heavy schedule of c.xerci.soa durinct the f~st tt·~ r:ont..hs 
of 19g9 rave tho ,,100.pona deportment ci. cru:ince to utilize A,11 EJJtStacs 
in sh0t·tl.n[; thoir prepa.rodness for the ship's fourtoanth rnr.STPAC deploy­
nento Gun.line tours n~ the end of tho dc~lo;n:xmt accounted for over 
3.500 rounds or five inch a.-;T:11.lIU.tion CA-pone.ad L, ouyport of ·allied nnits 
in I, I I, and IJI COl"'!)B or South Vietnar.i. On 10 Octobor o•nl..::;x:)I i1s 
gw-ia ,·JOre . fired :L'l anger for tho lcl~t t:L-:10 durine a t\·,an-ty-oevon yeor 
curcoro 'I'he prLtici·jl.e difficultica o.xperionco•~ in tho v~pono dcpo.rt­
r.wnt 1·)8l'O the r couJ.ta of ·i-.10a.r o.nd t,p.r on an over-agocl sr.otcno 

Orerationp. !1uch to the credit of an outstand:1.J'l..r, te.::in or 1::1.octronic 
Tocicicians, the Opc:;:-.:::.tioilJ3 Dopart.@cmt co;·.'lj?lotod 0 9131\l!: :OH,ts lntJt 
clc•lloyocnt trl.th no CM.mm., i'S to rudar or co::.1:runications eqtlrncnto A 
a1mz;!~J co.:r:Unica.tion& toan o.1 ::io defeated all chD.l.le.n[~cra in fl.ae-
~1oiot si[no.l ca.-:::ootition .. 

Ca::1:unit y P..ob--it-\ ons. O'B:·.;:~:OH enjoyed vim.to to •J...">fY interootine 
ports c:u.r.ir..3 l!er l not t'I.;STPAC del:u.o~nt, and she DJ.so succoadod :in 
~dng JE.oting friends!dps i n theso port1J of cal.lo In ::one Konn over 
30 ochool childrc1; c1oli, ""11ted :iJ.1 their first visit to o. ::nvr ohi.po In 
the Ph.illppinca the crm·r r,ot n ch,:'.nce to meet Della Ro0un.:w and the 
f Q).:tll:-r of t his :-o~:.11[_~ zel1ool :-irl ,-,ho t hey ~-,ut tla-Ot\:.h hi[.h ac!1ool by 
Iiloons or t!10 Oport1 tion SChoolhouoc 1\"ogromo- 'I110 :,oune .'."'..:1.rl \ ·JM la tor 
thrilled to f:bd out that t he o,n.ill:.!O~T had pc.id for t ::c re:..aindor or 
her cc.luc . .-..tion il1 advo.nce oo t i int she could continue her education 
dos!)ite ti1e s!dp's deco ; -d.ssiortll1(;q 

A1·ID,I'd~o On 13 J ::,.nu.•·I7 1970 OJI3ll TOlJ hc1cl !1or finnl A!-i~rda PZ'er;ont.".­
t i on. Thi r ty of ficero 1111d. r::c., ,-;,ore co. ~.-.ended for t heir per f o~ cc 
on tho ship's fin~J. der,loyi:10nto Ek'Jrt rai17 .'.:!or:::ancbtion I7edals~ . 
nino I~vy :\c!1iovenont ~Ioclf.ls a."1d t ldrtcen Seventh Fleet Lcttoro of 
COl!B:1Cndation ~ ~re m·Jll.I'ded~ 
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