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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS O'BANHOM (DD-~450)
FROM 1 JANUARY 1969 THROUGH 30 JANUARY 1970

= 21 JAN
~ 2l JAN
- 2 FEB
-~ 6 FEB
» 9 FEB

«~ 16 FEB

w 2y FEB

- 3 MAR

~ 9 MAR

-
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13 APR

- 23 APR

= 25 APR

27 APR

i

- 29 APR

:J]_zmI

- 1 MAY

15 MAY- 20 MAY

21 MAY

= 23 MAY

Inport Pearl Harbor
COMPTITEX 3~09

Inport Pearl Harbor
COMPTUEX )j=69

Inport Pearl Harbor
Enroute San Diego

Inport San Diego

STRIKEX 1-69 .

Enreuts San Franctseo
Tuport Ban Fraﬁbisco
Enroute Pearl Harbor
Inport Pearl Harbor
Enroute Yokosuka

Fuel Stop Midway

Joined U.S. Seventh Fleet
Inport Yolkosuka

Fnroute Sasebo

Inport Sasebo

Enroute Rendezvous Task Force 7L

Steaming with Task Force T1
Fast China Sea/Yellow Sea

¥nroute Subic Bay with Task Group 77.4
Inport Subic Bay

Enroute Singapore with Task Group 77.4
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS OYBANNON (DD-450)
FROM 1 JANUARY 1969 THROUGH 30 JAHUARY 1970

2ly MAY - 28 MAY
29 MAY - 30 MAY
31 MAY . 2 JUN
3 JuN

4y JUN —~ 8 JUN
9 JUN = 17 JUN
18 JUN

19 JUN « 2l JUN
25 JUN « 28 JUN
29 JUN - 13 JUL
U JUL » 15 JUL
16 JUL - 20 JUL
28 JUL = 29 JUL
28 JUL

30 JUL - 3 AUG
l; AUG ~ 9 AUG
6 AUG - 77 AUG
8 AUG - 30 AUG
31 AUG

1 SEP - 3 SEP

ly SEP .. 12 SEP

13 SEP ~ 17 SEP

18 SEP ~ 10 OCT

Inport Singapore

Enroute Yankee Station, TG 77.L
SPECOPS Yankee Station, TG 77.kL
SPECOPS Yankee Station, TG 77 7
Enroute Sasebo with TG 77.7

Inport Sasebo with TG 77.7/71.7
Type Training, Sasebo Operation Area
Inport Sasebo with TG 77.3/71.3
Enroute Yankee Station with TG 77.3
SPECOPS Yankee Station TG 7.3
Borouts; Stble By with 0 743
Inport Hong Kong with TG 77.3
Enroute Subic Ray

Evade Typhoon Viola

Inport Subic Pay

Enroute Vankee Station

SPECOPS Yankee Station with TG 77.5
NGI'S T and II Corps, TU 70.8,9
Enroute TG 77.5

Enroute Sasebo, TG 77.5/71.5
Inport Sasebo, TG 77.5/71.5
Enroute II Corps, TU 70.8.9

NGFS IT and IIT Corps, TU 70,8.9
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS O?BANNON (DD-4i50)
FROM 1 JANUARY 1969 THROUGH 30 JANUARY 1970

11 T - 15 &CT $ Enroute Yokosuka
1 0CT FUEL Stop Buckner Bay Okinawa
16 OCT - 18 OCT Inport Yokosuka
19 OCT «» 20 OCT Enroute Pearl Harbor
21 OCT Evade Typhoon Ida
22 OCT Enroute Yokosuka
23 OCT Refuel Yokosuka
2h OCT « 31 OCT Enroute Pearl Harbor
26 OCT Joined U.S. First Fleet
29 CT Fuel Stop Midway
1 NOV . 30 JAN 1970 Inport Pearl Harbor
30 DEC Off-load Ammunition West Locl,
Pearl Harbor
13 JAN Awards Ceremony
30 JAN Decommissioning
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NARRATIVE COMMAND HISTORY OF USS O'BANNON (DD.L50)
FHOM 1 JAN 1969 THROUGH 30 JAN 1970

The USS O'BANHCN (DD-L50) bagan the new year of 1969 in home port
at Pearl Harbor for leave and upkeep prior to what would be her foure
teenth Western Pacific deployment. This ineport period was interrupted
from 22 to 2L Januvary and 3 to 5 February for COMPTUEX's 3-69 and L=
69 respectively. During these COMPTUEX's O'BANNON tock part in a
variety of exereises within the Hawalian Operating Areas,

On 10 February O'BANNON departed Pearl Harbor for her first visit
to San Diego in twelve years, Starting on 18 February O'BANNON par-
ticipated in STRIKEX 1-69 with units of the U.S. First Fleet and the
Canadian Navy off the coast of California. The superior handling of
an actual man overbeard during STRIKEX 1i-69, won O'BANNON a seaman-
ship award. However, the most spectacular event of the exercise
occurred one night when O'BANNON cpened up with primary and second-
ary batteries to sink a target hull that was drifting dangerously
close to the coast of Mexicc. On 27 February O'EAENON arrived in
San Francisco where she visited until L March, O'BANNON returned to
Pearl Harbor on 10 March anc remained in home port until her deploy-
ment te WESTPAC on 1L April.

After stopping at the normal fuel replenishment source, Midway
Island, she officially became a part of the Seventh Fleet on 21 April.
Arriving at Yokosuka, Japan, on 24 April, she commenced outfitting
with the special equipment and materials required for the various
Seventh Fleet operations.

Her stay was cut short by the shooting down of a Navy EC=-121
reconnaissance aircraft in the Sea of Japan. Enroute to the Sea
of Japan on 27 April, 2 casuvalty to her evaporators necessitated
an unscheduled, short stopover in Sasebo for repairs. With these
repairs completed, on 1 May O'BANNON reported for duty as part of
Task Force 71 supporting the aircraft carrier Enterprise.

When the Task Force 71 duties were turned over to other units
of the Seventh Fleet on 12 May, O'BANNON accompanied the Enterprise
group, now Task Group 77.h4, to vort calls in Subic Bay from 15 to
21 May and Singapore from 2h May to 29 May.

Back on Yankee Station on 31 May, the O'BANNON supported the
Enterprise as she launched her air strikes against enemy targets
in Vietnam. Still on Yankee Station, OYBANNON changed to Task Group
77.7 in support of the carrier Ticonderoga. Departing the strike
station on Ii June, O'BANNON, gserving as screen commander, accompanied
the Ticonderoga group to Sassbo for a short upkeep periocd. In a dual
role as Task Group Tl.7, these units alsc served as a continpgency
team in the event that U.5. ships were needed in the Sea of Japan on
short notice,
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NMARRATIVE COMMAND HISTORY OF USS O'BANMON (DD-L50)
FROM 1 JAN 1969 THROUGH 30 JAN 1970

Again shifting aircraft carriers, on 17 June, O'BANNON assumed
support duties for the USS KITTY HAWK. The KITTY HAWK group, function-
ing as Task Group Tle.3, departed Sasebo on 25 June with O'BANNON as
sereen flagship arriving on Yankee Station 29 June 1969.

During the period 1 through L July, OBaNNON participated in
special ASW exercises with Task Group 77.9. Having completed a vare
iety of single and multiple ship day and night exercises on L July,
ghe returned to her carrier escort duties on Yankee Station with Task
Group 77.3 and the carrier KITTY HAWK.

Task Group 77.3 departed Yankee Station on 1 July with O'BANKON
again acting as screen commander for port calls in Subic Ray from
16 to 20 July and Hong Kong from 22 July to 27 July.

Ieaving Hong Kong a day earlier than expected because of typhoon
evagion measures, the KITTY HAWK and her escorts proceeded southwest
toward Yankee Station. Afler successfully evading the storm, O'BANNON
was detached to proceed to Subic Bay for repairs to her rudder.

After three days in the ARD-22 floating drydock, O'BANNON left
with repairs completed to join Task Group 77.5, and the USS BON HOMME
RICHARD en 7 August. This proved to be a short tour when on 8 Augunst
the O'BANNON started her first tour as one of the gunfire support
units in Task Unit 70.8.9.

For the period 8 to 31 August, her main batteries were brought
to bear in I and II Corps areas, firing over 1500 rounds on coastal
targets. Rejoining Task Group 77.5, again as screen commander,
O'BANNON accompanied the BON HOMME RICHARD to Sasebo, Japan, for a
short upkeep period. During most of this time, the group functioned
as a contingency element for Defender Station duties as Task Group 71.5.

Departing Sasebo on 13 September as screen commander, OYBANNON
accompanied the task group to the viciniiy of Buckner Bay, Okinawa.
Having been detached to proceed independently on 15 September, she
arrived for her second Zunline tour in Southern II Corps on 18 September.

During this period, until 11 October, the O'BANNCN again provided
gunfire support for friendly units in IT and III Corps near FPhan Thiet.
She departed the gunline enroute Yokosuka on 11 October having fired
a total of 3,L4L6 rounds of 5 inch ammunition and Bk3 rounds ¢f 3 inch
ammunition on a variety of targets from Cam Rahn Bay to the Rung Sat
Special Zone.

On 1y October, O'BANNON made a brief fuel stop in Buckner Bay and
was again enroute Yokosuka, Arriving in her last Western Pacific port
on 16 October, after completing a full power trial, she spent the next

three days completing all requirements concerned with leaving the con-
trol of Commander Seventh Ileet.
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NARRATTY OMMAND HISTORY OF USS OYBANNOF DD.h50)
FROM 1 JAN 1969 THROUGH 30 JAN 1970

As part of Task Unit 70.0.1, O'BANNON departed Yokosuka on 19 Octo=
ber enroute Pearl Harbor via Midway. -Because of deteriorating weather
and typhoon danger, the task unit of five ships was forced to return
to Yokosuka on 23 October for fuel and voyage repalrsa

The next day, on 2l October; the ships departed on their second
attempt %o cross the Pacific, With more favorable weather conditions,
the transit was made safely and swiftly. " CYBANNON officially left
the operational control of Commander Seventh Fleet on 27 October.

After a fuel stopover in Midway on 29 October, the O'BANNON oon-
tinued on to. Pearl Harbor arriving home on the morning of 1 November |
1969,

The first two weeks in Pearl were hectic for all hands since
O'BANNON recveived official word that she would be decommissioned and
FPMS and INSURV inspections were requirede

Hard work paid off though, and O7BANNON sailors commenced short
working days after passing the FMS inspection and successfully prepar-
ing the ship for the inspection of the INSURV Board,

O'BAHNOH.-got. mldarwa.y on her own power for the last time on 30
Dacember when she went %o West Locl Ammnition Depot to off-load
all ordnance. On 13 Jamuary 1970 thirty of O'BANNON's officers and
men received Tth Flset Awards which they earmed during the last
fest Pac daplomnte

Finally, on 30 January 1970 OYBANNON was dacmmﬂ.aﬂioned at
Pearl Harbor, ,
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' 5750
SPLCIAL TOPICS
Haterial Verformance:
i o During 1969 O'BAIEQI's ongineering plent improved
con in spite of the foct thgt the ship cclobrated her

trenty-geventh birthday. In January 0!BAITOIT comloted her admine
istration inspection and the ongincering department reccived a "g5",
duplicating the grade just received in REFIRA. In the course of the
year, fiftecn, twenty, tremty-five, and full pover trialc werc all
successfully completed malidding O'BAILICH a top contonder for the
Engincering E for her last yeox of comrigsioned serviece.

ticgrons. Tho heavy schedule of cxercises durdng the fifst tvo months
of 1969 rave tho veapons department o chance %o utllize gll systans

in shovdng: their prenaraedness for the ghip's fourteenth 1/ESTPAC deploy=
nent, Gunline tours near the ond of the deploiment accounted for over
3500 rounds of five inch arramition cxponded in support of allied units
in I, II, and IJI corps of South Vietnam. On 10 Octobor CrBAIOIIs
guns vere {ired in anger for the lact tinme during a twentyssevon year
careor. The prineciale difficulties cxperionced! in the wwapons dopart-
ment verc the reoulis of woar and tgpr on an overeasod systers

Operations. iuch to the credit of an outstanding team of Llectronic
Tocimicians, the Operations Department completed O'BAITICI's last
denloymont vdth no CASIEPIS to radar or co:rmmicationa equimment. A

snapny co.xunications toan also dofeated all challengers in flage
hoist sirngl corpetition,

Corunity Relationse O0'B.iI0N enjoyed visits to iony intercsting
ports Juring her last TISTPAC deployrmont, and she also succeeded in
maling logbing friendships in these ports of call, In Tong Kong over
30 school children delishted in their Tirst visit to a avy giipe In
the Philippines the crawr pot & chonce to moet Bolla Requnay and tle
foryil:r of this roung sehool "._rl vhio they put throush high seclicol by
means ol tho Operation Schoolhouse i"rogrmk The young ~irl wes lator
thrilled to find out that the O0rBiIL0II had padd for the realnder of
her cdueation in advanee go tliat she could contiimme her cducation
dogoite tiie ship's deco .lssioninge

ftprdse On 13 Joruery 1970 OJBA I'0il held hor final Aords Presonto-
tion. Thirty officers and men wore co.riended for their perforncnce
on the ship's fin-1 deploymont, Eicht Iavy Corendation I'edals,
nine llgvy Achicvenent lledgls and thdirteen Seventi: Fleot Letlors of
Cammendation txere avmrded,
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