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1969 CCMMAND HISTORY NARRATIVE - USS O*BRIEN (DD-725)

. Onthe First of Janmary, 1969, USS O*BRIEN (DD-725) lay moored
in her homeport, long Bsach, California. Over twenty-four years old,
O*BRIEN has seen combat action Inevery major war since she was
launched 8 December 1943 at the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Msine, and
commissioned 25 Februsry 1544 at Bcston Navy Yard, Boston,
Massachusetts,

In recent years, O'BRIEN has participated in a multitude of
operations off the coasts of the Republic of Vietnam and North
Vietnam as a unit of the United States SEVENTH Flset. During these
operations, the versatlle O'BRIEN has performed dutlies with fast
carrier strike. forces, antisubmarine werfare groups and task units
‘providing naval gunfire support "for allied units ashore,

A ship eonsistently maintaining excellent performance in the
lest quarter of 1969, O'BRIEN was rated the number one ship in
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE by her Squadron Commander, She is
displaying the "E" for Engineering ¥xcellence, the "A" for Anti-
submarine Warfare Excellence, and the "E" for Gunnery Excellence,
- all awarded ‘by Commander, Cruiser-Destroyer Force Pacific.

O'BRIEN operated as a unit of the United States FIRST Fleet
primarily in the Southern California and Northern Califormia Operation
Areas of the Eastern Pacific and briefly in the Hawallan Operation
 Areas of the Middle Pacific during the first nine months of 1969,

.Following the Christmas holiday season, O'BRIEN put to sea on 6
-January to conduct independent gumnery sand anti-submarine warfare
exercises along with engineering casualty and damage control drills.
After spending two nights at anchor in Mission Bay off San Dj.ego,,
CAIifomia, O'BRIEN returned to long Beach on 8 January.

On 13 Jam:tar:;'c O*SRIW departed long Beach for the U. S. Naval
Weapons St ationo .Seal Bsach, California, to replenish the zsmmunition
expended in the gunmery exercises of 6 January., Returning to Long
Beach the same day, O°BRIEN was underway again on 15 January for
indspendent ship exercises in the Scuthern Cslifornia Operation
Areas, After conducting Drone Anti.submarine Helicopter flight
operations, anti-submarine w2rfare training, and a 25 knot econony
‘trial, O'BRIEN returned to Long Beach on 17 January for an axtended
upkeep period in her homeport.,

. O'BRIEN was underway the worning of 4 Pebruary for the one hour
trip to the U. S. Nzval Weapons Station, Seel Beach, After on-loading
additional amnmnition she returned to Long Bsach that afternoon,

, One wsek later on 11 February, O°BRIEN departed Long Bsach .
enroute to a rendezvous with USS ORISKANY (CVA-34), After joining

- Tesk Group 17; 5, O'BRIEN planeguarded for ORISKANY during flight
operations in the Southern and Northern California Operation Areass,
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R@turning to Long Beach on 19 February, O°BRIER once again made
the oris day trip to-the U. S. Naval Weapons Station at Seal Beach
for on-loading of amnition on 20 Fabruaryo

On 25 February 19590 the officers and crew of OYBRIEN
celebrated the 25th birthday of their ship,

The pace of loca'l operations wzs broken on & Mareh when OYBRIEN
departed Long Bsach for the Middle Fecific in company with USS ALBERT
DAVID (DE-1050) (Cosmmander, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY.NINE enmbarked )
and USS CUNNINGHAM. (DD~752), Upon arrival in the Hawalian Operation
Apeas, O°BRIEN and the other two units of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE
operated as '.l'a.sk Group 3206 participeting in HOLDEX 1-69.

Upon canplet:ton of the exercise on 14 March, the Task Group
enterad P@arl Harbm- for a weekend of rest and relaxation,

On 1? Ho.rch,, o'mmn and CUNNINGHAM ware underway enroute to
the Eastern Pacific-and Long Beach with Commander, Destroysr Squadron
TWENTY-NINE eimbepked in O'BRIEN, The two units arrived in their
homeport on 23 Mirch, conducting indepsndent and mituasl ship
exercises enrontea

O*BRIEN: ent 25 Harch transiting to the U. S, Naval Weapons
Station in Seal ‘Bsach, end off-loading ammnition in preparation for
an :hapaudi’ng s“:ﬂ.'pysﬂ! availablitya

On 26 Marchg ‘OYERTEN was shifted from her bsrth at the U, S
Naval Station, Long Beach, to the floating drydock AFDL-i2, Long
Beach Naval Shipyard, for the commencemsnt of a three woek restricted
availability parioda ,

O'BRIEN: doparted the drydoele nnd was shifted to a Uu 3 rHavel
Station berth in Long Bsach on 19 April. On 23 April, O°BRIEN was
underwasy for the ‘Southern California Operation Areas for engineering
sea trials snd sonar noise level tests. She returned that evening
and was inport Long Beach until 25 April when O°BRIEN spent the day at
U, S. Naval Weapons Stationr, Seal Bsach, on.loading ammunition,

O'BRIEN daparl;od Long Beach on 28 April with two other units of
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE, USS RAMSEY (DEG-2) (Commander, Destroyer
Squadron TWENTY-NINE embarked) and USS CUNNINGHAM (DD-752), for -
type training in the Sothern and Northern Celifornis Operatica: Aruso

Pijoute to°Sen Fraucisco, the mits participated in Convoy Exercise 269
and O*BRIEN conduet@dﬁa engiueez*ing a@momy'triﬂe

O'BRIEN, RAMSEY, and CUNNINGHAM passed under the Golden Gate
Bridge into San Francisco Bey on 2 Yay, mooring at Treasure Izland
Just below the San Frenciseo « Ozkland Eay Bridge, . After three days
of rest snd welaxation, the three ships were underwey once again for
type training in the Northern and Southern California Opsration Areas,
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" Pelor to entering Lomg Fzach Harbor on 10 ?ﬂyg OYBRIEN participatod
"in varions exercisez with the RAMSEY and CUNNINGHAM including anti-
subrerine warfare training with USS PERMIT (SSN-59%). O°BRIEN uss
detached 9 Moy to planeguard for USS HAKCOCK (CVA-19)

After o ‘tan d&y upkaep paz-iod O°BRIEN departed lomg Baach for
the Southern California Operztion Areas on 20 M=y to planeguard for
USS BENNINGTON {CVS-20), returning to port on 23 May. During this
short thres day underway perlod, O°BRIEN w=s able to complete a large
numbsi of sommunications, gunnery snd anti-submerins warfare training
exsrelses,

On 9 June, O'BRIEN enbarked 35 guests from the Long Bsach
Independent Businessman®s Asseciation for an orientaticn cruise
enroute %0 San Diego. In compeny with USS RAMSEY (DEG-2), the two
ships eonducted various exsreises befors mooring at the U, S. Faval
Station, San Biego,, Czlifornis,

From 9 June to 12 June, OYBRIEN wndeyarent nensislsra'blo repair and
maintenance work performed by a DATC Team assigned to the ship., On
13 June, O°BRIEN dag:a,rted San Diego, wooring in Iong Esach htor that
afternoon.

Three days later on 16 June, O'BRIEN was agein underway, suroute
to the Sothern Californis Operation Areas and  planeguard duties for
USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64)., OSBRIEN returned to Long Esach on 20 June
from the underway peried which included numerous cormunications
exarcises, a synthetic anti-aireraft warfare exercise, an Anti-Ship
Cruise Missle Internal procedures drill, damage control drills, Drone
Anti-submarine Holicoptar flight operations, and an engineering economy tyial,

On 23 June, 0°BR3’:EEZ departed long Beach enroute for the Southemn
California Opera‘t.ion Aress, Prior %o returning to.port on 26 June,
O°BRIEN conducted neval gunfire support oxerclises in the vicinity of
San Clemente , 'In addition O'BRIEN underwent a range calibration,
gunnery exerc ‘and engineering casualty control drills which were
nesded to sa ,i’ous training requirerents.

Shortly after‘ returning to Long Beach, another aircraft carrier
required the: g8 of O°BRIEN and the ship was underway 30 June
enrouts to the Sonthern California Operation Areas. O'BRIEN rendezvoused
with USS CORAL SEA (CVA-U3) for opsrations, planeguard and general
training with Task Group 17.2,

O*BRIEN returned to Long Bsach on 3 July for an sxtended inport
stay through 30 July except for & UiM.l4 Test Renge Calibration eonducted
11 July of the Ca‘lifornia coast in the viecinity of SedlBsach.

On 16 July, O'BRIEN cowmenced a two m&ek tender availabiltiy with
USS ISLE ROYALE (AD=29).
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At the conclusion of the upkeep period, O°BRIEN was underway on
30 -Joly for Hunter-Killer Anti-submarine Warfare Ixercise 7«69 in the
Sentheyn California Operation Areas with Task Group 14,2 (Anti-submerine
Warfere Group 3) consisting of USS BESNINGTON. (CVS-20) (Commander, Anti-
subzarine Warfare Group 3 sumbaried), USS ALBERT DAVID (DE.1050) (Cosmander
Destroyer Spuadron TWENTY-NINE embarked), and O'BRIEN, USS RAMSEY (DEG-2)
joined 1 fugust efter ALBERT DAVID wes detached., O'BRIEN participated
in extensive antlesubmaiine warfare operations as well as planeguarding for
the BENNINGTON during flight operations. The entire tesk group participated
" 4in. s, Penetration Exerciss prior to returning to long Bezch on 7 August.

On 21 August, O°BRIEN was enroute for the Southern California
Opsration Areas to participate in Exercise BEEFMASTER, a simulation of
wartime opsrations in the Scuth China Sea at Yankee Station, In company
the first day was USS BENNER (DD-807), A Penstration Exercise was
conducted with Task Forece 170 on 21 ust, Daring the ensuing six days,
O'BRTEN joined with Task Group 177.5, (USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43)) for flight
opsrations and Task Unit 177.1,2 with USS ALBERT DAVID (DE-1050)
(Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY.NINE embarked) for Sea Dragon
Operations., On 27 August prior to returning to Long Beach, Commander,
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY.NINE, his staff, and inspectors from the ALBERT
DAVID embarksd and acnducted O°BRIEN's Operational Readiness Inspection,

O'BRIEN experienced ten welledeserved days inport before gettin
underway on 8 September for Comprehensive Training Unit Exercise 2669
in the Southern California Opsration Arsas., Participating ships included USS
HORNE (DGL-30) (Commandsy, Uestroyer Squadron TWENTY-ONE ewbarksd) and
several units of Destroyer Squadron TYENTY.NINE. This was the last
extended underway period in the Esstern Pacific for O'BRIEN prior to her
Western Paclfie deplayment. , ’

O'BRIEN returned to Long Bezeh on 10 September and made preparations’
for a number of fortheoming inspections reguired bafore deployment. On
15 September, O'BRITN underwent her Administrative/Pre-deploymsnt Inspection,
Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE, arrived on board 16 September
to conduct O*BRIEN®s Persornel, Material, and Locker Ihspections. The
Pre-deployment Boiler Inspection snd Amual Supply Inspections were
conducted on 22 Septeumbsr.

O'BRIEN departed Long Beach on 25 Septewber to conduct ULM-k Test
Range Calibrations off Seal Beach. She veturned to port the same day. -

On 29 Septewber, O'BRIEN sgain conducted ULM-4 Test Range Calibrations
and upon eompletion, moored at the U, S. Naval Weapons Station, Seal Beach,
for on-lcading ammunition. O°BRIEN spent the night at Seal Beach, returning
to Long Besch the following day on 30 Septembor, R

Tae Family Day Cruise this year was held five days prior to our
deployment. Several units of Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE perticipated
in the event hield on 3 Ccetober, conducting squadron tacties, underway
transfers, and Drone Anti-submarine Helicopter flight operations for the
dependents and friends of the erew, "
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: On 8 October 1969, O'BRIEN, as z membor of Task Unit 15.8.4
(Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE) composed of USS ALBERT DAVID (DE-1050)
(Commander, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY.NINE exbarked), USS RAMSEY (DEG-2),
USS CUNNINGHAM (DD-752), USS EVERSOLE (DD-789), and USS BENNER (DD-807),
departed long Beach, California, and continental United States for
deployment to the Western Pacific. OBRIEN was underway for the Western
Pacific in a Cl training and opsrational status, one of the few ships on
the West Coast to accomplish this feat in recent years,

O*BRIEN arrived in the Hawailan Operation Areas (Middle Pacific)
enroute to Pearl Harbor and participeted in Anti-submarine Warfare
Exercise 1-69 with Task Group 30.2 consisting of HMAS DERWENT (F-22) and
the units of Deéstroyer Squadron TWENTY-NINE comprising Task Unit 15.8.4.

the completion of the exercise, O'BRIEN moored at Pearl Harbor on
18 October for three days of rest and relaxation,

On 21 October, O'BRIEN was underway to continue her transit with
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY.NINE across the Pacific to the Western Pacifie,
The Task Unit made a brief stop for fuel om 24 Optober at Midway Island,

On 28 October, O'BRIEN and the tramsiting units of Destroyer
Squadron TWENTY-NINE chopped from the U. S, FIRST Flset to the U, S,
SEVENTH Fleet, Task Unit 15.8.4 was dissolved and redesignated Task
Unit 70.0.6 in accordance with U. S, SEVENTH Fleet organization.

After twenty-three days in transit, O'BRIEN and the units of
Destroyer Squadron TWENTIY-NINE entered Yokosukm, Japan, on 31 October.
‘8ix days later, O'BRIEN was underway on 6 November enroute for Sasebo,
J;ggn. with USS RAMSEY (DEG-2) (Comsander, Destroysr Squadron TWENTY-
N erbarked ), -

After a brief stop for fuel on 8 November, O'BRIEN and RAMSEY
departed Sasebo, enroute to the Okinawa Operation Areas for general
training and anti submarine werfare exercises with Task Group 7.4
consisting of USS HANCOCK (CVA-19), USS MANSFIELD (DD.728), and USS
COCHRANE (DDG-21) (Commander, Destroyer Squadion TWENTY-FIVE embarked ).
USS WADDELL (DD@-ZQ) (Cormander, Destroyer Division THIRTY-TWO embarked),
and USS BUCKLEY (DD-808) joined the Task Group upon arrival in the
Olcinawa area. After one week of operations, the task group departed the
ares and headed north; arriving in Sasebo on 15 November, Upon arrival
O'BRIEN commenced a five day upkeep period with USS AJAX (AR-6).

On 20 November, O'BRIEN departed Sasebo enroute for the Okinawa Operation
Areas and rendetvoused with Task Group 71.5 consisting of USS CORAL SEA
(CVA-43), USS HOEL (DDG-13) (Commander, Destroyer Division WELVE embarked),
USS BLUE (DD.744), USS DEHAVEN (DD-727), and USS COLLETT (DD-730).

Threo days later on 23 November, O'BRIEN returned to Sasebo with Task
Group 71.5 for a ten day upkeep period with USS AJAX (AR-6),

5
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. On 3 Decerlior, O°BRIEN was underway from Sasebo with Tesk Group 71.5.
She wzs detachad on 4 Decembsr to proceed independently to Yankee Statlen
for spsretions in the Gulf of Tonkin. Except for a brief step for fuel on
6 Decsuber at Kaohsiung, Taiwan, this underway period was to last for U4l
days with O'BRI¥ participating in a sultitude of operations ranging from
planeguarding to naval gunfire support.

O'BRIEN pendezvoused on Yankee Station, 8 Duvesber, with Task Group
77.l4 consisting of USS HANCOCK (CVA-19) and USS HOLLISTER (DD-788).
O'BRIEN®S primary duty was planeguarding for the aircraft carrier during
flight operations.

On 16 December, O'BRIEN was detached and procseded independently to
assume Naval Gunfire Support duties in the II CORPS area, Republic of
Vietnaw. Enrouts, O'BRIEN made a brief stop for cargo in Da Nang. While
at aschor, a playground swing set was off-losded and deliversd to U. S.
Naval Support Activities, Da Nang, for further transfer as Project
HANDCLASP wmotscial. :

O*BRIEN eoumenced her II CORPS Naval Gunfire Support assignment in
the vieinity of Tuy Hoa. During these duties which wsre to last through
the remzinder of 1969, O'BRIEN was attached to Task Uhit 70.8.9 (Naval
Gunfire Support Uhit) and Task Unit 77.1.2 (Surface Action Unit - SEA
DRAGON Operations).

From 20 to 23 December, O°BRIEN provided naval gunfire support in
the vieinity of Qui Mhon. ‘ '

(n 24 Docember, O'BRIEN was directed to procesed to the vieinity of
a point approximately 15 miles north of Nia Trang. A 24-hour Christmas
coasefire was observed by Amorican military forces from 1800, 24 Decewber
to 1600, 25 December. O'BRIEN took advantage of this Iull by spending
Christmas Day at asnchor in Abie de Van Fong. A vigil was mainteined on
communication eirenits in the event that gunfire support would be
required to repulse an enemy well knzun to violate truce periods.

O'BRIEN was repositioned apain on 28 Decswbor and teturned to the
vieinity of Tuy Hoa for Naval Gunfire Support.

On 31 December, O°BRIEN proceeded to a point in the northern most
portion of the II CORPS arsa where she wns located o New Year's Zve.



