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1~9 COMMANl) HISTORY NARR,TIVE • USS O'BRIEN (DD-?25) 

. On• the First ot January0 1$690 USS O'BRIEN (DD-725) lay moored 
in her- bomepcrto Long Baaoh0 Californiao Over t..nty-four years old o 

O'BRil.ffl bu seen combat action :lnt11wr., major wr since sbe ·mull 
launched 8 Decemb$r 194) at the Bath :Iron Works 0 &th, Maine0 and 
commissioned 25 February 19ll4 at Boston Navy Yardo Bostono 
Ml.ssachusettso 

lh recent years 0 0'BRiffi bas participated 1n a mlt1tude of 
operations off the coasts of the Republic of Vietnam and North 
Vietnam as a· unit of the ~ited States SEV'ffi'IH Fleeto During these 
operationso the '\mrsatile O'BRIEN bas performed duties with fast 
carrier strilce.foroeso mi.istiburbiEr warfare groups and task units 
providing naval gunfire support·tor allied units asboreo 

A ship oonsiatentl.y maintaining excellent performance in the 
lut quarter ot 1969., O'BRIEN was rated the number cne ehip jn 
Destroyer Squadron 1.WENTI-RINE by MP Squadron Commandero She is 
displaying the "E" tor '11hghiNring Excellenceo the "A" for .Anti­
submarine Warfare &ccellenceo and' the "E" for Gunnery Excellenoe 0 

· all awarded by Ccmimandero Cruiser-Desti-oyer Force Pacitioo 

O'BRIEN • operated as a unit ot the 'Chited States FIRST Fl~t 
pri•rily in . the Southern Calitornia and Northern California Operation 
Areas ot the Eastern Pacific and briefly in th• Hawaiian Operation 
Areas of the. Middle Pacific during the first nine months ot 19690 

· Following the Cbrist1au holiday aeason 0 O'BRIEN put to sea Cll'l 6 
Janu111'7·to conduct independent gunner.rand anti-submarine wa):'tare 
exerciees along with engineering casualty and damage control d.rills o 

· Arter spendin~ two nights at anchor in Mission Ba7 oft San m.~00 

Calitorniao O''BRnll returned to Long Beach on 8 January .. 

On 13 Januaryc 09BRI'ffl departed long Beach for the u. So Naval 
Weapons Station() Sea,1 &acho California., to replenish the '1lmiunition 
expended in the gunneey exercises of 6 JanU&f)"o Returning to tong 
Bsacb the same dayD O'BRIEN -~ underway again on 1.5 Januar7 tor 
independent ship exf!troises in the Southern California Operation 
Areaso Atter ~onducting Drone .Anti-submarine Helicopter tligbt 
operations o anti-:submarine warfare tN.ining o and a 25 knot econo:nw 
trialo 0'BRI$N r~turned to Long Beach on 17 January :tor ,m erl9nded 
upkeep period. 1n h~r homeporto 

. . .· O'BRig WA$ und~rwa;y the morning of 4 Februaey for the ane hour 
t~i,:p · to the U~ · ~ ·~ ~V!l. Weapons st,tion 0 Seal Beacbo · After' on-loading 
additional ~~i~ion she returned to Long Beach that af'ternoono 

0:ie ~k ~~r. ('1 11 Febru&rT O O'BRIEN departed Long •ch. 
enroute to a ren~~~i,:Qu's with USS ORISKANY (CVA-)4)o After joining 
TQsk Group 1?o5,o O'BRIEN planeguardoo tor ORISKANY during flight 
operations 1n ''t.lie S~tbe:rn and Northern California Operation Areaso 
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, Retu!"ning, to: umg Beach on 19 Februar., o 0 11BRIEN once again nde 
the J:>rie dq·trip"to"the Uo So Naval Weapons Stat:l..on at Seal Beach 
tor on-loading Of &munition an 20 Februar.,o · 

On 25 February 1969Q the officer!! and crew of O•BRIEN 
celebrated• the '·25th- birthday of their sbipo 

A , 

1.be pt.Ce. of .local operations was broken on 4 Ka.rob when 0 9BRlEH 
departed Long Beach ·tor the Middle Pacific in oompaDJ' with ms ALBERT 
D~VID (DE-10.50) (Cc~ndero Destroyer Squadron TWENTI-NINE ambarlmcl) 
and ms CWNINGRAM. (DD-7.52)0 Upon arrival in the Haniian Operation 
AN&~o 0°BRIEN.·and, the other two units of .Dsstro;ror Squadron 1.WEH'l'IcNlNE 
opented as· fa.sk Group 32060 participating in HOLDEX 1..690 

Upon c,amplet'ion of the exercise on 14 Mlrobo the 1ask Group 
entered Pearl Harbor for a weekend ot rest and relautiono 

On 1·7 ~i-cb{ O'BRIEN and CUNNINGHAM tftfre underway enroute to 
the. F.astern ~'c1:f'1c•>'au.i Lcing Beach with C~ndero Destroyer 'Squadron 
1WENT!-NINE 11:'mbsirmd in O'Bll!Dlo lbe two unit,a arrived in their 
bo:meport Cll 23 >tflrcb., cClllductin~ independent and mtual ship 
exercises en~ute •. 

•, ..... ·: .-·, 

O'BRlEN;':g~~·,,25 Mlrcb transiting to the u. S,. Naval Weapons 
Station in Sej]; ,&,acb,I) and otf'-loading amnunition :in preparation tor 
an :mpe!lding'. sb1~ rd l!Vailablity a 

On 26 ~ircbJ:''0'BR.IEN was shifted f'rom her berth at the Uo S. 
Naval Statio#r'tong'B!tacb 0 to the floating drydook AFDL-420 Leng 
Beach Naval Sbi.plMrd\') for tbe commenoe•nt or a three week res:trictl!lDd 
availability per~odo 

. ' . . . . 
,-····.;.::····,·:: •\ 

O'BRJEN:· ;depa:r.tllld the drydocle• and, was· shifted to a U .. ·S.,:+011illl.val 
Station berth ·irJ long Beach on 19 Aprilo Ct! 23 A.pl"il 0 O'BRIEN ffl!S 
undsN&y for, ~he,' Southern California Operation Areas for enginee:rin,,; 
sea trials and, sonar noise level tests. She returned tb~t ev•nins 
and was inpor.t ,~g Beach until 2.5 April when 0°BRlEN spent tbe &.7 at 
Uo So Naval ~~pons S~tion 0 Seal macb 0 on.loading armmmitiono 

O'BRlEN ~·part~ Lcmg Baaob on 28 April with two other. units of 
DNltl"Oyer Sqga<Jron, ~TY-NINE0 USS RAMSEY (Dm-2) (Commndero Destroyer 
Squadron ~Tt.:..NINE em'bariced) and USS CUDINGHAM (DD-752 )o for ·· : · ; ·: 
type training 1n the Sotbe!>n and Northern 'California OpffatiGD- A:reul'o 
&,foute t.,'Sa1t.1 Praneiscoo tb$'wits·psarticipated in'CCDYOJ' lxeroise 2-69 
ama 0 9BRIE:ti conducted-· aa engirleerittg aean~ tz,,ialo , . 

O'BRIEM( RA1'5Et(I and CUNNINGHAM passed under the Golden Gate 
Bridge into $~ · hJ\\nc;i.sco 'Bay on 2 ~t,, 1,10orihg at . ~ure Island 
just· below tlitt s., :F~oisco . - C.kl.and Bay Bridge., .... ,After three days· 
of rot:1t and 'Ji!,~ticn~ the tb:N$ ·ships wre unde:rw4y once again tor 
type training-int.be Northern ed Southern California Opt!lration Areaso 
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, PriOl" to entering Lang Bfi,acb Harbor on 10 J!it;.yo OflBRIEN participated 
, in variolis sx~rcislllil with the RAMSEY and CUNNINGHAM including anti­
subanne· •r:tare training ldtb USS PERMIT (SSN-S94 ).o 0°BRIEN ~ 
detached · 9 to planeguard for USS HANCOCK (CVA-19 )o 

' 
After a t~n . day up~p period O O'BRIEN departed L:mg Beach for 

the Soatbl!!lrtl California 0pe:N tion Areas on 20 ~i\y to planeguaNJ tor 
USS BENNINGTON (CVS-20)0 returning to port on 2'.3 Ma.yo During this 
short th~~ day Ullde'f'W&y period 0 O'BRIEN ~t£iis a~le to complete a large 
number ot comunicationso gunnery and anti-submarine ffllrf'are training 
~rciseso . 

On 9 Jur- 0 O'~RIEN enb&l"ked 35 guests f?om the Long Beacb 
Independent :awiµie$sm.n 's Aftonhtion f'ol" e orientatiop cruise 
enroute t9 S~, D.\fJgo.. 1n COll!P'JflY with USS RAMSEY (DEG-2 )o the tvo 
lillbipa conducted n.iious •~raises before mooriruc at the Uo So Naval 
Station& San· ~go 0 '~litornia,, 

From 9 Jun• to 12 June o O'BRIEN md•~t- CCTt~iderable Npair and 
maint~ct 1'()l"k p1rfo~d by a D.ATC · Team assigned to the sbipo Ca 
11 June 0 0'BR!Eff dei;l1rted San Di~go 0 mooring in Leng ~acb later that 
afternoono . . . 

'lbree d•y,J la.t•r m 16 Jun~o O'BRIJ!B ws again undervayo enroute 
to tbe Sothern C.1ifo,;oni~ Operation Areas and,planeguard duties tor 
USS CONS?ELLA TION (CV,A....64 )o 0°BRIEN returned to Long Fai&cb on 20 Jun@ 
from the und~~•Y ~~iod 'illbi.ch included n~rous co~nioations 
exerciseso m'qntb,tic anti-aircraft warfare exerciseo an Anti-Sbip 
Cruise M:1.ssle Intett,al procedures drillo dal.'12ge cont:t"ol drillso Drone 
Anti-sub.rin, ~11copter fiigbt operationso and an engineering econom;y trialo 

On 2) June 0 9,BRm departed Long Beach enroute for the Southern 
California o~i1,t~ Area.so Prio:r to returning- to ·port on 26 Ju1wo 
O'BRlm cond'1Q1-~c:1C l')&V~l gunfire suppc;,rt ~xercises in tbe vicinity of 

H,·f,. ,.-•./ ,1 ·•. • ,· · · · ' ' · · · 

San Clemente ·I.JJ'fd , 1.n addition O'BRJ;EN undtH"'...-"0Dt a range oalibrationo 
gunnery exe~ · .:1.~ ·,n;~, t,ngineering 0•1:1u11.lty cont:rol drills wicb ~re 
needed to sa · · · )· )~t:\~us training ~uiremsn ts o . 

Shortly ·:~~fr. :~~urning to LGtJg Beacho another airoratt carrier 
required tbe:·it,~t~.!~, of O'BRIEN and the ship •s underway 30 June 
enroute to tb~-,~,<m;tll,rn California -~?'ation Areaso O'BRD.U rende1voused 
with USS C~li S:~ . (CVA-4)) tor operations O planegu•rd and general 
training wit~ :~~~- ~up r,.2. 

O'BRIEN l!~~~d ~o lDng B@acb en) July' fol" an extended inport 
stay tbPough ,,~: J,ll'lj' ,,roept tor a 'IJIM'...4 1.\,st Range Calibration conducted 
11 July ot th~ C.11:tQrnia coast in tbe vicinity ot Sea11!each., . ~ . . 

On 16 July\, O~BRIEN ocmenced a two 'li~r-*k tender availabilt'J1' with 
USS ISLE ROYAtE· (A~29),, . · 



"' 

,:.At tb.e conclusion of .the upkeep period O O'BR!Iil-1 'M'aa undel"Vay Cll'l 
:3,0 •July- for Bunter-Killer Anti-subm.ri ne Wal(are ~J'Oise ?-69 in the 
S•tbem California Oper-atie>!l Areas with '.&sk Group 14o2 (Ant1-subarine 
Warfare Group )) consisting ct ms BENNDJ'rol (CVS-20) (Commt.nder~ J.nti­
sub•zain• Wartara Group ,-~r~d)0 'USS ALBERT DAVID (DE-10.50) (C~nder 
OHtr ... Spuadron 'IWEN'.l'I•BUE ~!.?'bd)o and O'BRDlf. USS RAMSEY (D!XJ-2) 
joitled · ~ust aftEit" ALBER!' DAVID •a det~cbedo 0'BRID participated . 
in ®ttoni·lv~ anti-aubmiiine W-irf'are operations as well as planeguarding for 
tbe BEr4NING'lt>N during tligbt operationso 'Iba entire task group participated 
ir:h &i :R,netration ~roislJAI prior to retumihg to J.,ong ~ch on 7 AUgusto 

' r . . ; 

On 21 .Aug~to O'BRIEN v.&.S· enroute tor the Southern California 
Operation Areu •;.cto participate in Eicercise BEEF.MlS'l'ERo a aimlation ot 
wartime operations in the South China Sea at Yankee Stationo Jri company 
the f'irst day as USS Bml}Ui:R (DD-807)0 · A PGnf.ltration Earcise was 
conducted vitb Task Fore~ 170 cm 21 Augusto OOring the ensuing six dqs o 
09BR1EN joined with ~k Group 17705, (USS CORAL SEA (Cf!-4:,)) fop tligbt 
ope~ tiona and 'laak Unit 177 oclt>2 with ~USS AI.BP! l>AVID (D&J.OSO). 
(CC&liUldero :ilest~:r $ctUadl'Ob 1.WENff-NDIE embarked) for Sea DN,gon 
Operations. On 27 ~t prior to Ntum:1.n~ to Long Rii&cho C~d•ro . 
Deeitr@YE!lr Sqttadron 'IWPl'fff•lnm!o bis staf't o and inspecton from tbe ALBERT 
DAVID emarad and conducted 'O'BRlEN's Operational Readiness Inspectiono 

O'BRIEN ~rienc9d ·~n well-dese!'Ved days inport 'bfilfore gett~g 
undenay on 8 September for- Comp~berudve Training 'flJit Exercise 26-69 
in the Southe!"D California Ope~tion A1"9U" Participating ships included USS 
HORNE (DGL-30) (C~nder P · Destrd,er Squadron 'lWD'.l'Y-ONE embarbd) and 
several units or Da~tr~r Squadron '!Wfflt'Y-NINE. 'Ibis was the last 
.tended undenay p9riod .in the Ea.stem Pacific for O'BRIM prior to ber 
West.rn Pacific depl,~~t o · 

O'BRIEN retum.-d to Long ~&ob cm 10 Septemblt9,r and ade prepa:rati°"5 · 
tor a number of tol'tbcoming ins~ctions required ~tore deplo:,-lllmt. QI 
1.5 Septewibero O'BRIEN und@rwnt bar Adminiatrative/Pre-deplo.,mnt Jriapeotion. 
C~nder1 Im,tl'oy:er Squadron TWENff-NDraa arriwd on board 16 ~ptemb!!t~ 
to conduct 0'BRDJ,J 0a. Personnelo M&terialo and ~leer lhspectionso 1be 
Pre-deployment .. ~11,r Inspect ion and Annual Supp~ !ris p_ectiona wre 
conducted on ·. 2.2. September .. 

o•BRntl de,~rt~ tong Beaob orJ 2.5 September to conduct UI&4 Te.u-t 
Range Cal1br•t1Qn2' ott Seal Beach .. · She returned to port tbe same da7c. 

On 29 Sept,mb'1"~ O'BR!mt again . conducted ULM-4 Test Range Calibrations 
and upon ompl,et~~r,ag q,oored at the U! So Naval Weapons Statiot'lo Seal ~acb, 
tor on-leading ... nitiono O'BRIEN spent the night at Seal Beacb 0 returning 
to Lcing Beach the tc;,llowing day on ;30 September. 

The Fm.mil$ ~ Cruise tbia ~ar w.s held five · day's. prior to OU!'.;, 
deploymento Sn,ral units Qf Destroyer Squadron 'IWENTt-lDE participated 
1n the event bel.d qn '.3 Octobero c,onduoting squadron taoti•" .underway 
transfers 0 and Drone .Anti-sub-.~ine Helicopter flight operations for :the 
dependents and friends of tbe C!'e"iii'o · 
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, On 3 Decemb,:1r, 0'J3Rnlf was underway from Sasebo with '1\lsk Group ?lo.So 

She ·~ae detach11d on 4 Decemoor to pl"OCeed independently to Yankee Station 
tor ~pt,~$t1.ons in the Gult of Tonkin., Except tor a brief step tor fw!ll on 
6 tl@,~•i~~r at Kaohsiung, 'lilliwan, thfa underway period was to lut tor 41 
days wltb O'BR!ffl participating in a wltitude of operations ranging from 
pl.aneguarding to naval gunfire support. 

O'Bl?IEN rendegvoused on Yankee Stationo 8 L~!1el!l!ber, with Task Group 
77o4 consis.tin,z of USS HANCOCK (CVA-19) and USS HOLLISTER (DD-788).. 
O'BRIEN•$ primary duty was planeguarding for the aircraft carrier during 
flight operations. 

On 1.6 Dao~11Jber, 0 9BRIE'! was detached and proceeded independently to 
as3Ut1e Naval Gunfire Support duties in the n CORPS area, Republic of 
Vietnam. · Bbrou't,a, 0°BRIEN mde a brier stop tor cargo in Da Nang. W'-iile 
at ,m;ichor. a playground swing set was off-loaded and deliwnd to U. So 
Naval Support Activities. Da. Nang. tor further transfer as Project 
HANDCLASP •trs·t"ial .. 

O'BRIEN coomitmoed her II CORPS Naval Gunfire Support assigniti$nt in 
the vicinit,y of Tuy- Hoa. During these duties whioh weNc to last through 
the re•.indor ot 1969, O'BRIEN was attached to '!ask Unit 70.So 9 (Naval 
Gunfire S1.1ppcrt tmit) and Task Unit ?7 .. 1 .. 2 (Surface Action Unit - SEA 
DRAGON Opftrations ) .. 

From 20 to 2.3. D~elllber. O'BRIEN provided naval gunfire support 1n 
the vicinity ot Qui Nhon. 

C~ 24 llec~er. O'BRl'EN wu directed to proceed to the vicinity ot 
a point ~ppr~tely' 15 miles north of Nia Trang. A 24-bour Christmas 
ceasefire wa$ · observed by lMrican militaey forces from 1800, 24 December 
to lflOO, 25 Dece11tbet. . O'BRIEN took advantage or this lull by spending 
Chriistmas Day. $t .mehor 1n Abie de Van Fong. A vi.git was mintained on 
cor11m1nication cir,c,1its in the event that gunfire support would be 
required to replilse an enemy well kn'll!ilm to violate truce periodso 

O'BRIEN 17as1 i-.positioned ~ain on 28 Deoanib1.ir and returned to the 
vicinity ot 'fuy Hoa tor Naval Gunfire Support. 

~ :31 0-.#!4!/lJJber, o•BRIEN proceeded to a point in the northern Y1K1st 
portion of the, IT CORPS area where she fiill!.S located m New Year's ~e. 


