U.S.S. POINT DEFIANCE (LSD-31)
FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

LSD?1:b2:cpt
5750

Ser:

JAN 29 19

o g

From: Commanding Officer, USS POINT DEFIANCE (LSD 31)
To: Chief of Naval Operations (0p-2918H)

Subd: Annusl ship's history: submission of
Ref: (a) OPNAV INST 5750.7
fncl: (1) Subject history

1. 1In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1), this ship's history
reviged inits’ entirety, is submitted herewith,.

ROBERT G.

Copy: to:
COMPHIBPAC
COMPHIBRON 7

1IND-SHIPS-5216/22 (3-61)
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USS POINT DEFIANCE is the fourth ship in a a¢/ class of Dock Landing
Ship {1SD) and is the first naval vessel to bear Je name of the famoue
landmark in Tacowa, Washington. Point Defiance, tie landmark is the site
selected in 1859 on the northern tip of the Tecos. Peninsula as the locat-
~4on for Fort Steilacoom. This arves was at that ; we & part of the Urepse
Territory.

The Dock Lending Ship was developed to yzsi de the Amphibiocus Fovces
with s ship of the incressed si: z;@ range, and 7 eed regquired by our present
day fast-moving g, hard-hitting and highly mobil: fleet. The LSD is primsril
ﬁﬁ&g@é to embark a large number of fully lofed landing crafi or asphibe
ious vehicles of variocus sises znd types in .or well deck, assorted sombal
vehicles on the mezzanine snd super decks, tcoop-carrying helicopters om &l
flight dech amd Q%@Q&%@%@%@?‘&é sroope in her i:;rsf;xz; living spaces., She ther
can transpord all thess elements esmsential © any amphiblous landing at hip
speed Lo any shoreline, anywhers in the vor s;,% and land them thers %iish #
ziﬁzm of time snd effori. e

The L&D alse performs such secondary lasks as hauling large cargo whie
will not £it on the decks or im the %m:iég £ regular cargo shipe: ssyving o
& haven for boats and lewding craft duriny an amphibious operation and prov
ing for s helicopter platform for persomrl and light equipnent transfer.
during the fime in an smphibiocus atiack lew large voluses of suppliss and
equipment must still be land.d, prves ag a hospital ar evaguation
for personnel and as a éz*;sm@; &% ship for o :
aﬁﬁ 1%&%5 rf%usa of =imils ~ ik

7 g%%ﬁw
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A& number of Far Eastern poris were visited duving this five month
eruise incliuding Okinswa, Sublc Bay, Hong Kong, Jwalkuni and Yoksuka,
Japsn., Wuch of the time was occcupled by herd work with beack loading of
troops and tranefer of two Marine Alr Groups to pew duty statiens in
the Far Fasi but it was not all work and no relaxation. Ship's
perties held ashore on Okinava, swimming pariies in the well deck
and an oceaslonal steak fry on the flight deck pave a welcomed diversion
from the rigors of being vesdy ship. Vhile in Hong Kong, crew membhers
furthered the President¥s YPoople=to=Pesople" Progrem by entertaining at
& Chinese childrens hospital and by domation a large amount of bedding,
cbiained in the states, to two orphans homes.

In June 1960 the ship participated in Operation “SBA HAWK,Y
snother cowbined amphiblous landing, this $ime, with Republic of
Hores forces in the Pohang area of the Bast Coast of Korea. Agein the
ghip was highly commended for her hisgh standard of sccommodations
end treatment of embarked troops end for hey excellence in operations
with UDT personnel and handling smphiblous vehicles, After a ghort
visit to Yokosukn, Japsn for some much needed voyage repmirs, POINT DEFIANCE
returned 4o her home, Long Beach in July, 195G,

An interesting deviation fyrom the ship’'s normal operations
ocoured in September of 1960 when the ship was called upon $o join 22
other ships of the United States Firest Fleet in visiiting S=n Francisco
to asslist in celebrating that city's "Pacific Festival.' During the 10
day stay. & total of 3,000 visitors enjoved %the sghip’s hospitality
including 150 children entertained by the crew at two ship's parties.
Once again POINT DEFIANCE received numercus compliments on her immaculate
condition snd the outstanding comdunt record set by her orev ashore.

N POINT DEFIANCE sompleted the eventful year of 1960 by continuing
heyr treining to meintain her high state of battle preparedness, These

monthes were highelighted by three veeks of asmphibious exercises conducted

at Coronedo Hosds, Califoranis, and live zunliring exercises in the Ssm

Diego operating avea. The Chyvisimas leave period found the ship

in Long Besch Naval Shipyard for a three week period of availasbility

to effect needed repaive and upkeep.

In g v, 1961 POINT DEFIANCE hosted sbout forty Marine students
from the Embarkstion School at Coromado, California, o amassist in
their sephiblous training. In keeping with her tradition of making
every operation copmiiment even on the choriest motlce, POINT DEFIANCE
left Long Besch for Fort Lewis, Tacoma, Washington to underiske a sigter
ship's miseion of euwbavking 142 fzuy Engluoeers, thelr vehicles omd their
helicopter and traneport them to San Diego.

Pebruayy sav Captain R, D, HAWLEY, USN, a native of Tocoma, relieve
Captain Jobn H. BOWELL, USH as Commanding Officer in a change of gcomand
geremony in Long Beach,

In Havch POINT DEFIANCE left Long Beach with three ICU embarked
%o msalst 1n transferring elemente of the First Marine Bripsde from
Bawall ¢o-soubhern California. While enroute from Pesrl Harbor o
Ssn Diego with other units of Amphiblous Sguadrom SEVEN, she wss called
upon to execute a drill reinforcement of the Seventh Fleet., This
rébulbed In a0 wdexpected five day visit to Buckner Bey. Okinswsy before



setn s 1 5 3. 2T Ten w3 oy e 3 N kS 2 o
soturning bo Pespl Harbor and £ te Lozz Besch in Appdii.

Immediatley upon arrvival in Long Bsach, the ghip commensed
preparing for peritiecipation in sxercise TUREREHLIGHTY, a fulle-secale
emphibious asseult sxercise on the coast of southern Gslifozpias. The
sxereiss invioved 42,000 Havy and Marine Corpe persommel, 71 ships
insluding four minesweepers of the Royal Canedisn Navy, and 205 miveraf
For POINT DEFIANCE the operstion inciuded underway training sgainst
submarine and aly oppositicn, loading and debarking of lsnding craft
and Marins combat eguipment, replenishment at sea, z debtailed rshearssl
and eontrel of the ship-to=shore movemeni over an assigned beach at the
finel assssult. The men of POINT DEFIANCE did snother good job and weps
commended for the oub-standing verformance exhibited throughout ths
operation,

In July POINT DEFIANCE entered the Lomg Besch Baval Shipyard for
a thorough overhaul. During this pericd the crev was kept busy
insuring the nev systemes functioned properly and that older systeme
ware repelired snd presgyved. The complex reguirements of modermizmation
and maintenanee were effscied in s timely and efficient nmanner,

Aftsr the thres month overhaul PUOIHT DEFTANCE wdervent & condensed
period of comprshensive irzining to bring her up to & high sitabte of bat

readiness, In the midst of this 4 7 she wvas eanlled to set sz priwm
contrel ship at a lzrse amphilbious demonstrat for the Chief of Haval
Operations end foreign dignit Camp Pendleton, Califorania. Ehe

spein commended for her outsis

ng performance.

Efter completing smphibious refresher training which noted exeellen
POINT DEFIANCE returned o Long ] The
? z Bpent yreparing

2

POINT DEFIANGE departed Long
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While envoute to her homepers of Long @ﬁgﬁﬁg Oplifornis from Sentils,
Yaehington after & twoe months? yerd pericd, POINT UEFIANCE was divertsd io
SBan Diegoe io embark the bathysceph TRIESTE.  TRIESTE was wanied bo condust
deep seorch operations in the Atlantic in aun effort to determine the cause
of the tragic loss of the nuclear submarine T qgaﬁg The bathyscaph was
losded on bosrd EBsster Sunday, snd by Hondsy morning all wes ssoure for

sea znd the ship set sail for Bostom via the PANAMA CANAL. In eleven days
2zt an sverage spsed of 19 knots, POINT DEFIMCE reached Boston. On the
return trip the ship made & midnight stopover in Horfolk, ﬁgrg¢§ia to load
"Project Hanclasp' material for delivery to San Diego.

In July Captain Robert G. TOWER became the new Commanding Officer when
he relisved Cmpiais H.H. HAISTEN in & change of command ceremony in Long
Beach,

POINT DEFIANCE is perhaps the only Pacific Fleet ship to transit the

: five times during her peacetime caveef. She is also believed
to be the First Pacific Fleel ship $o meke ftwo round trips through the Cans
within a six month peried.

In July 1963 POINT DEFIANCE participated in operation "70PS" which was
he firet time in meny years that Amphibious SBquadron SEVEN had operated
@g ﬁﬁ@% as & complete unit. This operation inciuded a visit to San Fran-

isco where over &, 000 visitors came aboayrd over the weekend.

t:“@' [

The remainder of the summer of 1963 was spent in and around Long Beach
and San Diego as the ship prepared herself for overseas employment., Much
of this preparation consigted of independent ship exercises and amphiblous
refre training. In Augusit POINT DEFIANCE earned one service siripe to
display beneath the coveted Amphibicus Assaulit Award.

In keeping with her policy of good public relations, POINT DEFIANCE wa
host for a contingent of Cub Scouts who were being given a tour of some of
the squadron ships by the squadron commander, Captain wW.C. MEYCR. Just
prior to departure for the Western Pacific 3& Geptember, & dependents cruis
to Samta Cabald sland was held as a farcwell gesture to those who would
stay behind during the WestPac cruiss.

Fnroute to Subic Bay in the Philippines in September, POINT DEFIANCE
perticipated in operation "DULL KENIFE" g saguadron exercise conducted on the
igland of Molokai in the Hawalisn Islends, in which POINT DEFIANCE scted sz
Primazy Control Ship. The operation, although initielly hampered due %o
pnexpected surf conditions which made beaching by landing craft hazardous,
was carried out with dispatch with the intensified empldyment of Marine
helicopters and the use of the larger landing oraft.

From Pearl Harbor POINT DEFIANCE sailed to Subic Bay and assumed duby
as a wnit of the Ready Amphibious Force of the Seventh Fleet. Shortly afta
her grrivel in October POINT DEFIANCE was required to actively demonstrate
her reputation as a “can-do" ready ship when the ready task group was sent
to the coast of Saigon, Vietnam %o safeguard United States interests which

ight be endangerved in the overthrow of the government.
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