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CHKONOLOGY - USS PASSUHPSIC (AO 107) 

1967 

JAN: 

1. Enroutc Sublc Bey 

2, .Anchored Sublc BayG Ro Po 

2-9 Moored Currier Plcr UAS Cubii: Sublc B_ay 

10 Underwny Sen Tr!nln. Conducted Z-3-AA end Z-5-AA Gunnery Ex~rcicca 

11 Moo.red Subic Bu;r 

12-13 Shift to POL Plcr, Sublc Bay 

14-22 Ur_id~nroy., Enroute Singopor(!o · Conducted Z-3-M and Z-S-M Gunnery Em:i:r<eiQ:~B 

16-18 Crosn~d Equntor 

21 Held lnitlntlon into Fratcrr.nl Ortjer of Shcllbackc., 

22 Unrep USS ROC•SEVELT (CVA 42) 

23-27 Anchor~d·Singapore, HM Dockyardo Hoot Ship ~S BULWARK (RO 6) 

27-30 Undcnmy Ynnke2 Statton 

29 CaGrep HSHP pinion bCEiringo Po~t ~.sin rcrlu~tion g~ra 

31 Concolldntion USS Sl,CRAMlllil'O (AOE l) 

FEE: 

1-7 Enroutc Yokosukll,Japanp 

8-17 . Moored dry dock :16, Yo~oeui-.a, J't1.ptmo 

18 Shift b.ertho to Attny Fuel l'for, H!lko.r:ari~ Unda?:n.":?.y cu tr!nh,, 

19 Sen trlalco Moored port aloe to USS TALUGA (AO 62), Yokonuk~P Japnn~ 

20-21 Moored Yokoouka 0 Jo.pano 

22-28 Unde~y Sublc Buy 

MAR: 

l. Unrep HMS AISNE (D-22L Concluctcd Z-21·G Gunr.ary E~crciac,, Moored 
Sub.le Bay, Po 1. 



.. 

;-:, 
,.: 

Tr~ncforcd perconnel by Helo to USS SACRAMENTO (AOE 1) 
Unrep USS PERRY (DD 883)~ USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA 31) 11 

. USS MULLAtIY (DD 528) 

6 Vertrep to USS BENNINGTON (CVS ZO) 

7 Unrep USS ncONDDROGA (CVA 14), USS HOLLESTER (DD 8S8)D USS WARRINGTON 
(DD 84.;l) 11 USS MAHAN (DLG 11) 11 USS GRIDLEY .(DLG 20, USS HAlfSFIELD 
(DD 728) 11 USS IIILSON (DLG 7), USS MCKEAN (DD 78l,) 

8 Un~ep USS MULLANY (DD 528) 11 USS BOH HOMME RICHARD (CVA 31)" 
USS PERRY (DD 883) 

9 Unrcp USS EDSON (DD 946), USS INGERSOLL (DD 652) 11 USS ~EPPLER (DD 765) 11 

USS STODDARD (DD 565), USS CAHBERRA (CAG 2) 

10 Unrcp USS nCONDEROGA (CVA 14), USS WARRlHGTOU (DD 843)" USS 
HOLLISTER (DD 788), USS LUCID (HSO 4.58) 

I 

11 . Unrcp USS ENHAttCE (HSO 43) 11 USS HAtlLEY (DD 940) 11 USS CECIL (DO 035) 0 

USS HISSEM (DER 4ro), USS LEADER (MSO 437) 

12 Unrep u~s CLARIOH RIVER. (LSMR 409), USS EXCELL (MSO 439), USS · 
DE HAVEN (DD 727)" USS WHIPPOORWILL (MSC 207), USS VANCE"(DER-307) 11 

USS MADDOX (DD 731) . 

13 Unrep USS -GUIDE (MSO l..<47) 1 USS KRETCHMER (D£r. 320), USS PHOEBE 
(MSC 199)e USS FALGOUT (DER 329), 

14 Unr~p USS CECIL (OD 835) 

· 15 Enr~utc Subic B3Yo Tran3f~r~d pcrGoanel by boat to USS ANNAPOLIS 
. (AGf4.~ l), Unr~p USS AHHAPOLIS (AGHR l) 

16 Enroute Subic Bay 

17 Conducted e:~rcises Z0 3-AA nncl e~cr~lsc Z-1-No Anchored Subic ~Yn 
Shifted berthc to POL Pl~rD Subic Bay 

18 Shifted bcrthv to Ala"·a Wh:irf i/566 

19 lnport Sublc Bay 

20-24 Undervay for Vietnnc cocbat :one 

23 Consolidate t9 and vertrcp from USS SACIW@lTO (ACE 1) 

24 Unrep USS HEHDERSOH (DO 785)s, USS HAHCOCK (CVA 19) 11 USS REEVES 
(DLG 24), USS PROVIDEHCE (CLG 6) . 

25 Unrep USS LUCID (MSO 458), USS MADDOX (DD 731), USS WHITE Rl~R 
(LSMR 536) 11 USS ENHANCE (MSO 437) 11 USS FECHTLER (DO 870) $ uss.· 
SHASTA (AE 6);, USS HISSEM (DER·400) 
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... 

... 
·26 . 

r 
27 

1_ •• 

28 

-~nrep USS LEAo.J luso 490), USS EXCELL(IIJO i'>.39), uJ~ UIIIPPOORWILL 
(MSC 207) 

• Unrcp USS VIRGO (AE 30), USS MC CAFFERY (DD 860)" USS VANCE (DER !87) 
\'.JSS MAURY (AGS 16), USS MADOO~ (DD 731) t USS GUIDE UJSO 447) s USS 
FALG9UT (DER 324) 

Unrep USS PHOBE (HSO 199) 9 USS KOINER (DER 331), USS OXFORD (AGTR 1), 
USS J<RISHUA (ARL 30) 

29 Unrep USS GUIDE (MSC 199)0 Enrout~ Subk Boy 9 PQ I. 

30-31 Enroute Subic Bay 9 Po Io 

AFR: 

2 Shifted bortho to Eouy 25 

3 Shifted bcrthc to Afov:i tfu:i;rf 05£6 

4-S- Inport Subic Bny Pc lo 

6 Underwy for Hong KQng . 

7 Rudd~r cosualty 9 returned to Subic Boy Po In 

8 Inport Subic Bay Po lo 

9-10 Undervay to Hone Kong 

11 Steering CQGUdty ·1:hUe entering Hon3 I<onz Ho.rbor 

11-12 Anchored Hong l(ong Hoarbor 

13-14 Underway for Victn~~ cov.bot ~one 
. . 

15 Unrep USS KITTY HAWK (CAV 63), USS FCCTHLEP. (DD 445) 9 USS CARPENTER 
(DD. 825), USS TURNER ·JOY (DD 951) 9 USS DtrnCAil {DD 874)" USS WAi>DEL 
(DOG 24) • USS 0°Br-tlEN (DD 725), USS l!AHAN (DLG 11), USS CH.AHDLER 
(DD 717). USS REEVES (DLG 24) . 

16 Unrep USS DALGHREN (DLG 12) 9 USS DE HAVEN CDD 727),, Cono~lldation 
from USS_TAPPAHAU09J( (AO 43)o Unrep USS SFROSION (DD 577) 11 USS 
ncoNDEROGA (CV/~ 14) 

17 Unrep HMAS HOBART (DDG 39), USS ENTEP.PR1SE (CVA 65), USS ISBELL 
(DD 869), USS OZBOURH (DD 8~6), USS DUNCAN (DDR 874) 

18 Unrep USS TICONDEROGA (CVA 14), USS BRINKLEY BASS (DD 887), USS 
CARl'E.'lrEi (i.>D 825) 9 USS KI"nY HAWK (CVA 63) 11 USS BARNEY (DDG 6) 
USS Ca Rn WARE (DO 865), U~S FOREST ROYAL (OD 872) 9 USS MAHAN 
( DLG 11) , USS CHAllDLER ( DD 717) , USS REEVES ( DLG 24)" USS 
DALGHREN (DLG 12), USS DE HAVEH (DD 727)p USS EON HO~~E·RICHARD 
(CVA 31) 

3 
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. 19 

. . 
Unz-ep USS nJJ11o:~ {C.hG i.i, USS COi.LI:';:'£ (DD i.JUL USS WLD1JI:LL (DL> 2•'.iip 
HMAS HOBART (DOO 39), USS AULT (DD 698), USS BRYIH(l.E'i BASS (DD 807), 
USS SPROSTON (DD 577)0 Vertrcp to USS TICOUDEROGA (CVA 14) 

20' Unrcp USS PRIME (MSO 46G), USS BIGEl.OW (DD 942) 0 USS YAllCE (DER 387), 
USS FETCHLER (DD 44S), USS FIRH (MSO M14), USS ·l:P..ETCHY:.ER (DER 329) 0 

USS SHEL~U (DD 790), USS VIRGO (AE 30), US$ RE./~PER CY.SO 467) 

21 Conoclidate with USS TAPPAHANNOCK (AO 43)~ Unrcp USS EI!DATTLE 
(MSO 434), ·uss WOODPECKER (MSC 209), USS BRISTER (DER 327), 
USS PICKING (DD 685), USS \f.tIIP~ORWILL (MSC ~07) 

22 Unrcp USS FORESTER (DER 334) 0 USS HISSEM (DER 400) 

23-24 Enroute Suble Bay Po I. 

25 Unrep USS stfrilIBR (DD 692), USS HANCOCY. iCVA 19), USS ~CORE (DD 747)n 
Moored POL Pier, Subic Bay Po I., 

26 Shift~d Ecrthn to HSD P!er, Subic Bny P., I,, 

27 Unden.'Uy foir Pearl Hsrbor, &'"au., Condc~tcd gunnery e:mrcim~ .• 
Water in lube oil port ti.nin cucp, roturned to ·suM.c Bay 

28 lnport Subic Bay P~ I. 

29-30 Undenray fo::- Pearl Harbor, ~uaU 

MAY: 

1-11 Enroute Pearl Harbor, Hc~oit 

8 Crooacd lntemntionol Di:tel ir.c 

10 Conducted Full Po~cr trial 

12 Moored berth B-16, Uo Sc llav.sl Race, Pearl Hnrbor 11 HavaU 

13-19 Unden;ay for Lons Bench" Calif" 

20 f,Joored berth 14, pier 9i; Uo S,; lll.v::i.i Sta;ton 11 Long Beach, Cal!f:o 

21-31 Inpol."t Long Bcacho Lc~ve and upko~p 

. JUN: 

1-36 Inport Long Beach, Califo Le~vo ond upkeep 

JUL:. 

1-5 Inport Long Beach, Cnlifo 

6 Undet'\:sy for SCll Trin1Ba Returned to Long ~Gch, Calif~ 

7-9 lnport Long Beach, Callfo 

4 
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11 

•t.2 

13 

14 

15· 

Unden.:.iy, iznroute scrvh.:~u fo~ f.,l'oGo~ Sar. Df.,q;o~ Cc.Hfo 

Unrcp USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) , USS HENRY COUNTY CLST 824) s USS JERO:-lE 
COUNTY (LST 84S), USS ROWAN (DD 782) 

Unrep USS RANGER (CVA 6), USS TULARE (AKA 112), USS BROOKE (DEG 1) 

Unrep USS UIA~ FALLS (AFS 3), USS ROWAll (DD 782), USS HIGBEE (DD 805) 11 

USS BROOKE (DEG 1), USS LEONARD F., HASOH (DD 852), enroul:c San Pedro 

Moored San Peare Fu~l DcpotQ 

Undet'l.-sy, cnroute sarviccc in southern Cnlif~ CP nrcaso Unrep USS 
WALKE (DD 723), USS KEARSARGE (CVS 33), USS LARSON (DD 830), USS 
EVANS (DD 751,), USS HC CORHICK (DDG 8) • USS KYES (DD 787) P USS 
THOMASTON (LSD 28) . 

16 Moored Pi~r 9, berth 14, Uo SQ Naval Stationi Lone Beach~ Calif, 

17 Undel'll.-ny, cnroute scr~i~~t for FoToGn San DiegoQ 

18 Unrep USS WALKE (DD 723), USS MCCORMICK (DOO 8), USS LARSON (DD 830)~ 
USS EVENS (DD 754), USS THOMASTON (LSD 20)p USS KEARSARGE (CVS J])g 
USS KYES (DD 787) . 

19-?.3 Moored Pier 9, berth 14, U., So Navnl Station 11 Long Eeech 9 CullL 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

31 

AUG: 

Unrcp USS IWO JIMA (LPH 2) 

Unrep USS COLONIAL (LSD 16), USS PIC:KUZG (DD 665), USS 1-L\SON (DD 852) 

Unrcp USS HIGBEE (DD806), USS TULARE (ADA 112) 

Conducted Z0 25-G Gunnery EnerciGe O moored Son Pedro Fu~l D~pot 

cl 
.UrJ.,?nmy, cnroute ocrvice~ for F,ToGo Sen Diego 

1 Unrep USS GRAFFIAS (AF 29), USS HORNE (DLG 30) ~ USS OKLAHOMA CITY 
(CLG 5), USS COLONIAL (LSD 18). 

2 Unrep USS ENDURANCE (MSO 435), USS HIGBEE (DD 806), USS CROCKETT 
(PG 88), USS TULARE (AKA 112) 

3. Unrcp USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH 8), USS STEREIT (DLG 31), USS PICKIUG 
·(DOG 85) 9 USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7) · . 

4-6 Moored Pier 9, U~ So Nnv~l Station. Leng Booch, Celifo 

7 Dependentc Cruiceo Unrep USS BENUINGTON (CVS 20), conduct b~i:rd 
Ghooto Moored Pi~r 9 D Uo So Unval Station, Long B~aChp Califo · 

5 
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11·15 Moor~d Pier 9, Uo Se Naval Station» Long Bsach, Calif~ 

· 16 ' Shifted bcrthc to Fuel Dapot Sen Pedro 
.,, 

21 Shifted berths to Bethlehem Steel Coo San Pedro, Califo comm~nccd 
restricted avuilability. 

22-31 Restricted nvailabilityp Bethlehem Stael Coo San Padroj Calif. 

SEPl': 

1-30 Restricted availability, Bethlehem St:t!al Coo San Padro 11 Calif .. 

OCT: 

1-16 Restricted avoilnbility 9 Bethlehem Sted Coo San Pedrog Calif o 

17 Shifted berths to Fuel D~pot, San Pedro 0 Califo 

18 Unden;;iy for Dea trials, moored Bethlehem Sted Cor Snn Pcdroc, Calif. 

19 Shifted berths to pier /14, Bethlehem Sted Coo ,&m Pedro, Calif., 

22 Undarw.aly for Sea Trial"" Local Long B£ach.OP arua/ 

23·.29 Moored Barth 124 Pier 11E11 , Uo So Naval Station, I.ong Beach, Ce.Hf, 

24~25 Adminictrative and pre·d~ployr.icnt !nGpection eonoucted by 

27-30 

30 

31 

~CV: 

1-5 

6-10 

8 

9 

10 

11-14 

13 

COMSERVGRU ONE and staff 

Underw..'ly for.local Ope (lSE) 

CondU~ted° Z-l 0AA gunnery c:rcrcioe 

Moored pier .fJ7, Uo So Naval Station, Long Beachu Calif" 

Moored pier t7 9 Uc So Naval Station, Long Beach~ Calif, 

Underva.y for r.cn trfo.ls and 1SE Stm D!t!l30 OP Ar® 

Conducted Z-21-G gunnet')' exercise 

Unrep USS HECTOR CAR 7) 

Moored to Fuel Pier, Son Diego 

Moored bouy Dll and '912, San Diego Hft?'bor 

OPCON COMl'RAPAC 

13-14 Training readiness cvaluntion conducted by FTG s~n Diego 

6 
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Cor..m~nccd E'Cf:'i:"eGher traiu Ing,.. U:r..chC?n:ay io'!: F,. tb., e:terd.fleG,_ 
Unrep USCGC MINNETONKA (W'JE 67) 

' ' 

15 

.. ·16 - Unrcp USS HECTOR CAR 7), USS UlllOH CAI~ 106) 

~17-19 Moored bouys Cll and Dl2, Ssn Di~co Harbor 

20 Underway for FoToGo excrc1sec 

21 Unrep USS STERET (DLG 31) o Moor£d bouyo i.111 and in29 Sen Diego Horboro 

22 Undenray for Final battle problemo Brief tu:rn nroWld Spn Diego 
Harboro Underway for Lon3 Bco.cho Moored U., S~ tluvnl Fud D~pot, 
San Pcdrop Califo 

23 

24-26 

27 

DEC: 

l 

9 

11 

18 

19 

23 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Shifted bel".ths to Pier (;7 Uo So Naval Station, Long B~ach; Califo 

lnport Long B~cho· Prepa.:-ntiono for WESTPAC dcployn(lnto 

Unden.".'.ly for Subk Bay 11 P .. I., Loaded z;crvh:c ar.:n,tmit!ono 
Concolldation w!th USS CIHMAROH (AO 22) 

Rendevouz vith USHS GENERAL WIEGEL to trcncfor f.n:jurcd rr.an., 

Crosned International D~tolina., 

OPCON COMSEVEHTH FLT 

Moored POL Pier, Subie BDy 11 PQ lo 

Shifted berths to Alavn Wharf /JS and f/6. 

Unden."lly for V!etna1:1 combnt zone 

Unrep USS ARLINGTON (AGHR 2) -

Unrep USS BELKNAP (DLG 26), USS DALE (DLG 19). us~ HIGBEE (DD 806), 
USS J<ING (DLG 10), USS WII.TSIE (DD 716) 

Visit from Chief of Chaploin°a, RADM KELLY by Heloo 

Unrep USS J<ITIY HAWK (CVA 63), USS HA?-mER (DD 718: 

Unrep USS BUCK (DD 761), USS GURKE (DD 787), USS CORAL SEA (CVA 43) 

Consolidation uith USS l'OLOVANA (AO 64)o Unrcp USS CORAL SEA (CVA 43), 
USS BOP.DELON (DD 881), ·USS MC CARD (DD 622), USS BUCK (DD 761) 

Unrep USS l<IITY HAWK (CVA 63) 1 USS GURJ:E (DP 703) r USS HAHNER (DD 718) r, 
USS CAST•::>R (AY.S 1) 9 USS CAHDEftRA CGhG 2), USS CHAtiDLER (DD 717) 

7 



USS PASSUHPSIC {A0-107) 

1967 

CO.MM.Mm HISTORY -- BASIC NARRATIVE 

The PASSUHPSIC arrived at Subic Bay, R.P. on 1 January 1967 

after a tour in the Combat Zone off North Viet:nam (YanJ=ee Station) 

which was cut short due to a f~ilure of ~ne high speed, high 

pressure pinion b~aring on the port main reduction gear. With re­

pairs, which were to prove only temporary in naf:ure, completed, 

and a full load of cargo c1n board, unden,a1' 14 January for Sinqapore 

and UNREP of USS ROOSEVEL~' (CVl1.··42j. ROOSEVELT wa£; returning to 

her homeport on the East Coast. 

While enroute, with a full 102d of fuel and con~equent deep 

draft, heavy seao from tropic,11 ntonn Pamela pounded the ship 16-18 

January. Although the sh:.p proceeded at slow speec into and down 

sea, topside cargo, numbor on8 utility boat, and other gear ,·1ere 

torn loose by the waves. Wat<~r entered many of th~: main deck spaceLJ, 

which had no vent covl!!rs.. Th<~ forward st:0·1:crooms wcxe flooc1ed de­

stroying valuabJ.e supplies nnd ::~cords. I!u::te-.1:La1:i.on of vent 

covers and a partial raising of JP-5 vanl::.:: uei:e accc.lmpl.ished in 

February, 1967, by SRI', YokosuJ:a. Rr;co·:nr.v;?:idea design che.ngos to . / 

preclude a repetition of n.·.ch danm9-.3 were roccmmcnded by official 

correspondence. 

In traditional. Na\"Y c.e:iremony, I>olly0:10 .. 1s became t:ru~ty Shellbacks 

as PASSUMPSIC crossed the EqUa\:Or 21 Ja:mlry. The UNREP of 

ROOSEVELT took place 22 J~nuary. 



On 23 January the ship anchored at H.H. Dockyard, Jahore Str'1its, 

Singapore·. · The hospitality of host ship HMS BULWARK (R0-0) and ~he 

clubs at the Dockyard nearly cverwhelrncd .. the crew. No one lacked 

a chance to. join in the festivities. 

Enroute from Singapore to the Combat Zone, the HSHP pinion 

bearing failed once more on 29 January. 1\. consolidation to USS 

SACRAMENTO (AOE-1) was affected on the 31st and a run diJ:ectly to 

Yoko~uka, Japan for repairs we.s made, arl::Lving on 8 FebJ:uary. 

Yokosuka proved a place of contrast ~o the crew who had heretofore 

only _operated in the South China Sea. 'l'he entrance of Tokyo was 

fog bound, where Subic was imta:i:inbly cluar; the ,;-1eathe::: was cold, 

Subic was very warm; the traffic, both ,,:a:;;:cr born and auhore, was 

extremely heavy; Subic is relati,·ely very quiet; Yoko is a highly 

industralized city, Subic onl:y li:.tely emerging from its pastoral 

.past. A great deal of snow fell a few days after arrival, the 

heaviest recorded in yeaI:s. 'l'his reduced topside maintenence but 

did not slow the great aea !. of repair ·woi:k to be accomplished. Th~ 

reduction gear problem was reE,:ilvad and modifications wel:'e made to 

· the boat.-cr.addles and -ventilation systeil!a ·to prevent a ::ecurrcnce 

of stoxm damage. 

PASSUMPSIC sailed frcrn Yoko 22 Februu::y em:oute Sttb:lc. HMS 

AISNE (D-22) was replenished cn:.:c,u·ce and u gunnery mwrcise l:.'as 

conducted be.fore entering po:!'t. on. 1 March. 

Underway 2 March for the Combu·t Zo:ac. Mobile log.i.s'tic support 

was provided to various unit.:3 of Task Force 77 on Yankee; S~ation 

from 5 to 10 March and to units of Tas~~ Force 119 and 'l',1.:Jk Unit 

70. 8. 9 off South Vietna.11 (.Market Time) f::om ~ho Gt~.lf of 1.i'onkin to 

., .. 



the Gulf of Siam 11-.14 March. Forty-one ships were replenished in 

this period~ Another gunnery ci:ercise wns conducted prior to en­

tering Subic on 17 March. 

Underway again for the Combat Zone on 20 March. On Yankee 

Station and through the .Market Tirae area mmEPS were conducted 

23 to 29 March; then back to Subic Bay wit:h twenty-sh: more replen­

ishments completed. 

At Subic Bay 1-5 April, preparations were ma<:1e for a wall 

deserved visit to Hong Kong. The visit had been schedul,~d earlier 

in the deployment, but had been cuncelled due to equipment casualty. 

On 6 April1 underway when n steering gear casualty prompt~d a re­

turn to Subic 7 April. With i~tense effort, :repairs were accom­

plished. Underway again on 9 l\pril. On 11 1~pril, as the ship otood 

.into Hong Kong Harbor, the steering gear failed once more. Though 

in restricted waters, the situntion was handled well, the casualty 

restored and Liberty Call was not delayecl. The stay was short but 

the crew thoroughly enjoyed it. Every nook and cr~nny on board 

seemed cranuned with the various bilrgains available in Hong Kong. 

On Yankee Station 15-19 April, PASSUrn?SIC carried the load 

alone. Forty ships were replenished with one consolidation from 

another. oiler to provide staying power. Sb:teen more ships were re­

plenished in' J'.arkct · Tin1e 20-22 April and three more prio.r to entering 

Subic on 25 April making a tot,:l of 59 UNREPS during this final 

swing in the Combat Zone before.heading home. !n Subic, AVGAS and 

other products were off-loaded in prepa:rt.tion for departing WestPac. 

The PASSUMPSIC departed on the 27th. l\ gunnery exercise was con-. 

ducted, Subic faded from ~..-iew, anc. shortly aftm: a gasket gav~ way 



on a line to the port. main lube oil sump. With the oil contaminated, 

PASStJlvlPSIC returned to Subic. 

Early on 29 l1pril, underway again for the States. Passage 

through San Bernadine Straits uas made and the great circle to 

Hawaii lay ahead. With favorable seas and a full power trial, lost 

time was quickly recoupe~. Tanks were cleaned and much administra­

tive and maintcnance·uork accomplished p1:ior to ari:ival at Pearl 

Harbor, as scheduled, 11 May. 

The .first -leave part:y departed at Pearl.. COMSERVPF-1C, RADM 

HOOPER made a bl:'ief inspection of berthing and mesning npaces. 

Several members of the Adrairal's staff boarded for briefings on 

Westpac ops. 

13-19 May enroutc Long Beach. 

Remember the 20th of May. Horne at last. For the first few 

weeks, the duty sections maintained the ship uhile those in a 

liberty status left after muster to enjoy the fruits of their labor. 

The second and third leave parties took their turn during this 

period. 

A tender availability commenced in June and the ship remained 

moored at Long Beach until a sea trial on 6 July, then moored again 

until the 10th. 

Underway 10 July to provide services for Fleet Training Group, 

San Diego. These servicen not only helped ships undergoing re­

fresher/shakedmm training, but also provided invaluable training 

for ships company. Hany new men had replaced experienced personnel. 

Many "old hands" were the raw recruits of the previous year. Services 
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were provided for forty-four ships during the periods of 11-13, 15-

18,' 25-~l July, and 1-3 August. Short stops at Long Beach or at 

the Fuel Depot, San Pedro filled the interim. 

On 7 August a dependent's cruise was conducted. A carrier re­

plenishment and a gunnery shoot highlighted the event. Families 

and friends were quite impressed by their men in action. 

Cargo fuel tanks were cleaned nt sea 8-!l Augu!:t and alongside 

the fuel pier, San Pedro 16-20 August in preparation for a restric­

ted availability which commenc(id 21 Augus'I: at Bethlehem Steel Co. 

Shipyard, San Pedro. Along with planned ship's force work and 

assistance and followup on yard work, men were sent to schools, much 

administrative traffic handled, and, during the latter half of the 

availability, general quart~rs drills conducted. 
. 

17 October PASSUMPSIC shifted berths t.o the fuel pier, San 

Pedr'? and loaded cargo fuel for sea trial:3 on 10 and 22 October. For 

the most part, the trials were successful. several item~, ;ncluding 

the steering gear, ~equired additional attention. 

Wh~le moored at the Naval Station, Long Beach from 23-29 October, 

COMSERVGRU ONE, CAPT WALKER, and his stafi: conducted an Administra­

tive and Pre-Deployment Inspection. The uhip passed with flying 

colors. 

At sea preparation for ·aeploymant bag-an in·ear11est on 27 October. 

However, due to the exasperating steering problems, the main port 

condens·:ir, and fire and flushing pump cast1.alties,. the ship returned to 

Long Beach on the 31st. Sea trials were held on 6 November. 'l'he 

steering gear seemed to function satisfactorally, so intensive at-sea 

training continued until 11 November when the ship moorea' in San 
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Diego Harbor. 

· Fleet ·Training Group observers conducted a Training Readiness 

Evaluation 13 and 14 November. Some discrepancies were foundr 

however, due to the ~ctensive preparation, they were minimal. Under­

way training commenced 15 November and continued through the 21st. 

An unfortunate accident occured the evening of 21 November. 

While standing into San Diego, a nylon line on the forecastle parted 

under strain, struck and killed Seaman Herman BLACKMAN. 

A saddened ship. stood out c,f Sc:.n Diego the morning of the 22nd. 
. I 

Though in mourning fox a shipmate, the crew performed well during 

the Operational Readiness Inspection. They were ready. On comple­

tion of the inspection illld critique, F.T.G. observers debarked and 

a coqrse was set for San Pedro. 

The preparation for oversec.s movement began the evening of 22 

November. Cargo fuel was taken aboard, including .i\VGl\S. The 

morning of the 23rd, Thnnkgiving Day, tha ship shifted berths to the 

Naval Station et Long Beach. Throughout the holiday weekend prepara­

tions continued. 

Monday morning, 27 November, underway for WestPac·. With fami­

lies and friend_s standing on the pier, P.ASSUMPSIC slipped quietly 

away from Long Beach Harbor into ·the mist. USS Cil1ARRON (A0-22) 

joined outside the breakwater for a consolidation i:o top off cargo 

fuel for the transit we~t. 

The sea was angry._ Little topside work could be accomplished. 

The ship slowly fell behind the position of inta~ded movement. 

Signalman Third Class LENICER slipped on a ladcler and injured his 
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back requiring immediate medic£i.l attention. Rend{ezyous with USNS 
.., . ., ,. " 

General ~1.iegal. was effected on 1 December and SM3 LENirnR \'las trans-

ferred via boat. That day, fortunately, the seas were calm. 

Near the half way mark across, the seas shifted direction and 

abated somewhat. Lost time was gradually regained. Pas:3age 

through San Bernadine Straits and arrival Subic Bay, R.P. was as 

scheduled, on 10 December. 

Subic had not changed much since depal:ture in April. Briefings 

were held to update the crew on current operations. Freight, mail, 

and the e~tra deck. load of items were b:cought on board. 

Underway for the Gulf of Tonldn 23 Dec;ember.. In the co:rqbat zone 

Chri·stmas day and the first UNREP of the deployment, USS ARLINGTON 

(AGMR-2). Twenty-one ships were replenished, one consol:Ldation 

from USS TOLOV.ANA (A0-64) effected, and a visit by Chief of 

Chaplains RADH KELLEY on 27 December rounded out the yeal:. The 

planning, training, repair work and tha·c mctra effo=t by all hands 

was rewarded in competent, dependable ser~Tice to the Navy and the 

country. 

USS PASSUMPSIC (A0-107) "ICE~! TO MOBILITY" 
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