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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

OPN!V Repert 5750-1 

D'rem: Cemmaming Officer 
Te: Chief ef Naval Operatiens (OP-09B9) 

Subj: USS PLATTE Histery ef 1967 

ltef: . (a) OPNAV TIET 5750.12 

Encl: (1) Chrenelegy ef Events 
(2) Basie Narrative 
(3) P'•ur Documentary Annexes 

.A0.24/HFS:jl 
5750 
Ser: 02 

11 MAR-~68 

1. In ace•riance with reference, (a), enclesures (1) threugh (3) 
eenstitute the histery ef this eemm.and fer the calendar year 1967 
and are ferwa.raed herewith. 

Cepy t.: 
CINCPACFLT 
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1 ·J.mu.:iry: 

25 ;1?ril: 

13 :.:.a.y: 

12 June: 

13 June: 

22 June: 

l3 July: 

22 July: 

28 July: 

10 0etaber: 

4 ?levem.ber: 

2 December: 

7 Ueceumer: 

.Je pa.rtoci 'f udd Shipy-d.rd" 

Arrived in Sun Die~ f,1r CQfllliiSnccwent of Refresher .'fr~.~pge 
. : l: ~ • ' .. 

•. t,· ·! .. 

Captain lfa.r..,J.d 1-·. SN1.mDEN relieved Ca;Jta.in ·.:rillia·.1 ; .•. Ji.;1.~S 
;:s C..ll'lUllBlldil'l..g Of tic er at sea. during a .IJe pendents uay Cruise. 

Ue;JU.rted :.ng .i3each f,_r ue~)lwyiaent t.J :eatern /a.cifico 

Arrived l earl lla.rb..ir for uukeepo 

JJerti~ect i"carl Harbar f:,r d.epl:>~nt. 

Changed 't4ll eperatiuna.1 c11ntr.Jl ~r CJIJllllallder, li.S~ Seventh 
Fleet .. 

.:~rrived at U.f). r~va.l Stati-,n, Subic Day, Uepublic L the 
, hilippinee. 

.Lrrived in Ka1i1,.shiung, 'taiwan _t. ~ad· 1'uel and fer inf'11rmal 
visito , 

fll"rived in Saaebe, Ja.,µa.n fer- upkeep ;.eriedo 

Cr~sed ii.:aue.~r and crew was duly initiated inte the Salem.n 
i·iY,Steries ;.;t the Ancient urdert;s .Jt the Dee1>0 

,\!"rived in Singar.Joitre fwr in!onnal visit a.n:1 rest and recrea."" 
ti,.)no 

.31 December: Arrived in Chiluruz, Taiwan f~r infe.nnal visit ~ rest am 
recreati,an. 
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Cttmma.nd urganisati.:>n arrJ. lt_eh.ti~ns 

. . USS F J .A'l''l'.e: \~S ~~~~!, by Captain ,1~+14:~ ; .• ;UJ';'r.S Wl.til his re-
lief by Captain Har·~ld F. SUv,jl)EN l)ll 12 June 1967 durin,; a de~.andenti:s . 
day' c. -~se. Capt..dn s1;u~iD~ii e•:na.nd.ed ;·· i .ATT~ tl.:r.u;!hwut the re,~nd&r 
~f the )'ear, 

.·1.AffiOs h.;i1ae~rt .as ttfficial.l;y clla.rur~ tr.-~ San l·eciro tw lanJt J.Jeach 
during the year. Her administr-d.tive c<amraander i.,-ears tw, hats as Csmmamer 
~;<~r-viee Gruu!, C.:.llli and Citm~der, Service Squadr,m ut-!.I!:, ao:l his headquarterfl 
are in San DiegQ a Comnwnd.er, Service P'areee .i··acific, is • .;JATfi o s t7pe 
cera,.umd.er •. u11 is he&lquartered in Pearl J!a.rb.lr, H~wa.11. 

•• s a. fleet wilor, .;.'L\T'.rE is built fwr ~ ass1t,111eci the c~ntinuing 
rniesien wf trans.i»rting aD1 transferring w l•v,y ships at s~a ~lavy Special 
Fuel vll (lar,.,,m in the tl.eet as l\SFJ ~r "black .:,il"), Jl--5., aviation jet . 
fuel (a e:Ltse eauiv&lent t.a hidl grade die.eel fuel), and high octane avia- · 
tJ.1Jn gas~lll18. ...·LAffi alsg carries suopliee wt b~ttled gases md urums 
vf lubricating Jil and aut-,m.tive gaa-J.1.m lClich miq be drawn UL*tl bJ' 
units ut the fleet as- they c»r.30 alongside f•r refuel~. ~Jiile •perati~ 
in th~ •• eetem ::-acific .. LiTT,; is ais. assfl.Ened the task .4 carr.rirut freight, 
:nail a.nl pers.mnel w ships •peratina •n otati•ns remJYcd tNm the lanl-
based SUEJ!,>J!'ting facilitieBo . 

-Operati•JJP: 

• _J.ATTIJ; started .;ff· 1967 in 1'..c.ld Sbim,.1.'d., fan ~:edr•, Calit.irnia un­
dergeing a regulur shipyard .. uverhaul. Sfao relGllined there witil 25 · April, 
\Jhen she imnt to sea f•r the first tim3 in aL»st tive m;,,nt.hs fer aea 
trittls. . 

. .ttur sea trials and ·fleet exercises, :•IATTE arrived. in San Uiege en 
13 ~lay te.r lf.efrea.1er. Il'ain!I¥t uhere she ·re,~ed until 2 June. · l~y t. 
carr-J -.>ut her missi.Jn# tne i-UTTE went lxi.ck t. 1 ..... r• Jeach t•r leave and 
uulcaep bef..,re de.-,lay:i.:ng · t- LSThiC. un ~ June u,e J·:.,\T~ ·iiold ·a· ce111bi ... 
tut.ti on Ohanae ut C~ an1 ueµendents J.,;iy Q!'W,SC9, ,:ha11. Ca ta.in J!areM 1. 
~ll"',,DE~ l'elievou Captain .iilliam J. ali~-,,;;· ~s ~riuanll.112 Jtticer .. · JVer 
100 c.lefenlente enja)'ed. a day .-ut at sea a~nr the S.uthern Calit.:,mia 
c.a.et. · 

'Lbe t~ll~wing day c,n ·13 June ~th i'lATTEOs fuel tanks L~aded., sh& 
d~~ted San iedr~ \Mund tar the .:eetem racitic ~ 

i.in ~ Jwie tbe .;; ;~1T'Xi~ a~pfEld in Ha.wail. t.:Jr an uDke~p ·~ri~d .where 
she . .re·ained until l3 July-. Ome again taki.n,,? u westerly hc&<.iing the 
rLi't·fu stea;12c.l ·..1n t..,wards the. 1·hilip J.nes. · 

~ l,ATlli re&J*rtod ·tr.a the "pera.ti"nal ccntr.Jl ...,f C•inmand.e>. .. :;.s. ~:.eventh 
Fleet itn 22 July. on 27 Jul¥ litndtal.l was ,:iade as i i .. 1.T'U entered the 
ba1.1 l.brmdin.J ntraits •. · '.a.1ie next WJ¥ :.I .. A'l'TE tied uo at the fuel :ier t..s,; 
Uava.J. Stati"n, Subic .JriYs , .e.oublio ·vf tt,e dtiliu::ines. vn 29 July l L:iT'E: 
'.w:ft ;,;\drt roady tQ .fulfill her CO':l:lli.tmcnts W the 41.l)er'&ting ferces lll and 
near Victnaaese w·d.tersc 
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vn l ,i.~ust the '.rL1.T'l'~ arriveu. in the Gull' uf 7,,mkin fw1r !:er firBt 
reµlenishment .:>f 1967 in Vietnwt1 .-m:tor·s.. The U3S vL.TiilUI!Y (CVA-.34) a..'"ld 
l!cr ctestr ... yor esco:rts ca:.10 o.+sngside anJ irere wp~e d wff \:f.i.th ;~Fv am_ 
Ji!.·-·5. After Sf&lW.11{! arwther day in the Gulf uf ~nkin tile .i LlT.N steamed. 

, 8.wuth ~lfi~ the vietnarn c.;ast ref'ueling th~ varaue euni'ire ou_p .urt units. 
Un 6 A1J8l1St 1d. th her first lino trip cu apletec.i, the :, 1,;\T fh. heatled. back 
ti) Subic I3q o 

JJurina; the next tw11 !:ll)nths :'lii.'l"l'~ .me 4 tavre line tri}S. '.a1ese . 
line t;ri~ 1;;.;uld.. start at tt1=· sQuthern tip "t Vietnam in the Gult .Jt Siam 
and 1 J '\Ti':i WQUld w•rk her way up the c.;ast "t \iiotnam re.t\teli~ ··dneawsepern, 
Caast Gu.ur<l cutters ani gunfire sup·*"t ~hips. .a"ter f.;ur days in •1iarket 
Time!) the j·IATTE W.>Uld ueua.ll,y spend three days in the Gull .. r 'J.'anld.n re= 
fueling ·the varivua. units located there. '!ids usually ended with a cen• 
s.>lld.ati-.1n ~ a-· J.arc:er ;;>iler ~ni thon a ruri back te Subie ila.y te relead 
fuel ence a.p:l\in. 'l'he i Ll'rl'l!: averaged ..i.btut 35 shii,t; alengside durin,: •rie 
line _trip. 

un 10 vct..!ber the fLl'.i'Ti·; arrived in Ka•shiur1g, 'l'aiW"d.ll f•r her tiret 
visit t.> a .~f'l'i'.tC i»rt 6'ther t~1&."l ·:;ubic Bay. ..tter &"8.t1ding 3 d8.Y8 here 
U1e ,·LU'lli ·stc.:&:led S)Uth ~ llubic lliy ti,1 l•dd 1Jut .freight and mail, ready 
;..,nee u.~ain t.Jr ar1-,tr1er ,:.arket 'I'ime run. 

· At'ter -tinish~1 un.>thor line trip ul1 30 uct.ber the .. JATTt headed 
n..irthe~st· wwa.rd the _.lt'..>~sa ~:traits •. ,..f~r passing thrtl>U.@ Ula Str,it 
,.1.111 int"' the ...:ast China ·Sea, the 1-L\Tl'u;· arrived in Sasebe, Japan .;11 4 
N11vernber f'Jr t·.~ ~.'3eks ;Jf \r.1811-cieoerved upkeepo 'lhe r L\TTE had been ,,tll 

t.ie g..> . t°11;r three stra.iwit :~ntha with 1»t 1n~re than three c.ia.7e at a tilOe 
in ~rto J.>urir>g this t.hree-:·.:.>nth period, tho l LAT'£:; transterreti m.re than 
.a milli.1i1 galwns 1Jt fuelo . 

ui1 lo t.Jttvcmbor .·Li;l'ill departed Sasebt- und steamed eauth tei.lard& ~ubic 
'l:l.y. .~ter a q.iick loud vut she tieaded t.wa.rds thE! s:iuthern tip -•t Viet­
nam f .»- u. s:-t~rt .;.l:.l..rket '.L'i.me- run. '.1.'hi& Market 'time run waa shtrtened be­
caue . T"'TT~; .m.s cw.letl .:m w travel t,.., Suma Straits between Java a.'ld 
Su.;1a.tra t-.1 re~l the US~ ltIT!~:lV (OVS-11) .:,n her way baek i. 1'k>rtfllk 
via the India.n vcean. 

· J:il.vlne this .):)~rtunity ta steam w al.JD.Jet 7 degrees seuth latitude 
the .i- J..,\Tl'r.: criissed the u:zua t~r ~n 2 Uecember am a aui ta.blee cere1~cy pur­
mit ted · all p.llyw..>gs t• be lnitiated. irztg the Swlemn l-i7&tories et the 
Ancient vrder .Jf the Deep., $und&y feund the crew recawred tr.m their 
tra.nst.,~ti~n fr.J,.1 i.u:cy :•1.lyt1..;~s te esteemed shellbacka. 

'l'he USS .D,1'Illi1 .i:Jl (CV~!-11) was refueled en 4 December ard .1.·L\TTE 
turned ar•un.i . a~ hea.ued 1111rth.. CrHeing the Eauater again, the .1: IA TT.i1: 
st. 91)3d and beld owi.m callo 1he sw:hmo:i ng party t;.'&8 a huge succeaa and 
many members .. r£. the crew aw.w back am f'erth across the .cquater .. 

vn 7 llecamber l'J.,\TT5 arrived in Singap.re arr! s;.>ent tour dqs of 
Rest uni ;tAc~ti~n. ~.£:my et the crew had ~he ap~rtunity t.t visit e.r1d 
tall~ t.J :,ia.ny ..,f the British l~vy ;uen m.nce Singa.pere is the heme -.lf the 
Orltiah Far ~t Flceto 

llCI.OftRE ( 2) 



! 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
! 
I 
' 

n 
lsaving Singa.ure on .i.1 Decerubor ax1,;ither ;.,;arJ:et 'l'imE, l'Un was in 

8WN fer .dA TT.i';. On 19 Vec:c=ubor the , T/1.T'f.1£ refueled. ;i'3l"' la.et ship ..;f 
1967 . .t1cn the ii .. ~ !·:JBnjui.. (DDG-12) eumc al~ngside ti£ ;).Jrt.., 

•. 
. ..ftci0 suarding Christriias in f.ub1e; fuy, the .. LlTT_;· ue.:arted .,1, 29 

Lleca:!lber t',sr Ghilw:ig, 'l'.s.h.ia.n \-.here she arrived vn 31 ucce.abcr. t..i open:i 
tJ:1e f,cw Yiaa.r C

1s holiday. 

During the first 61 m..)nths o.,f the cruise, ~ L!\TT'i had te1)lenished 
32) ships and. ho.d transferred 11ver 35 udlli•n gallum, .,r fueL 


