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From: Commanding Officer, USS SPROSTON (DD 577)
-Tos Chief of Naval Operations (0P-09B9)

‘Subj: USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Command History for 19663 forwarding of
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12

“mcl: (1) Chronology of Events
) (2) Narrative History
(3) Ship's Roster (1 Jan 67)
{ly) SPROSTON Family=~Grams for 1966

1, Reference (a) promulgates instructions for the submission of
histories by naval commands, In compliance. with reference (a),
subject history is forwarded herewith in enclosures (1) through (L).

> ;‘Q/L,Q/JZ/JLC/‘I/‘ ) —~
H. SCUDDER

Copy toz |
COMDESDIV 112 (w/encl)




| ENCLOSURE (1)
USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Comnand History For 1966
| th'onology of Events
27 Dac 65 Departed Poarl Harbor in company with USS RANGER {CVA 61),
USS ENGLAND DLG 22) and USS CARPENTER (DD 825) for deploy-
ment in the Western Pacific,
27 Dec - 9 Jan 66 Enroube Subic Bay, Polo
9 Jan - 12 Jan 66 In port, Subic Bay, PoX.

13 Jan = 13 Feb 66 Underway in the South China Sea as a wnit of Task
Group 77-k4 (RANGER, ENGIAND and CARPENTER).

13 Feb - 22 Feb 66 In port, Sabie Bay, Pole

22 Fab .- 26 Mar 66 Underway in the Scuth China Sea as a unit of Task

Group 770k

26 Mar - 5 Apr 66 1In pori, Yokosuka, Japan

5 Apr - 6 May 66 Underway in the South thna Sea as a unit af Task
Croup 7Telte - -

6 May = 17 May &6 In port,, Hong Kong, BoCoCo as Station smp (sora
Admlﬂ)e ‘ ‘.

17 May = 20 May 65 Enrouts, Subid Bay, Polo
20 May = 25 May 66 In port, Subie Bay, Pol,

25 May ~ 29 May 66 Enrauteg Yokoauka, Japan as a unit of Task Group
T1o6 (USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63), CARPENTER and ENGLAND ),

29 ¥ay - 3 Jun 66 In port, Yokosuka, Jap&ng
3 Jun = 11 Jun 66 Enrouts Paarl Harbor as a unit of Task Group ?7;69

1L Jun

8

i aug 66 1In port Pearld Harbor for leave and upkespo
1 Aug = b Avg 66 Zocal Typs Training

l Aug.@ 16 Aug 66 In p@rtiﬁéarl Harbor, Space capsile recovery
equipment ingtallad. ' :

16 Aug s'z Sep 66 Underwsy for space capsule recovery mission
(APOLIO project)s
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ENCLOSURE (1)

USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Command History For 1966

Chronology of events Conttd
2 Sep = 26 Ssp 66 In port Péarl Harbor for upkesp.

6 Sep 66 Change of Commard

26 Sep = 6 Oct 66 Drydocked at Pearl Harbor in (ARD 30),
7 Oct = 28 Oct 66 Tender availability, USS PRATRIE (AD 15),
29 Oct = 9 Dac 66 Type Training in Psarl Harbor opsrating amaﬁo

9 Dac = 31 Dec 66 Holiday leave and upkeep in Pearl Harbor.

ENCLOSURE (1)




ENGLOSURE (2)
USS SPROSTON (DD $77) Command History for 1966
Narpative History

USS SPROSTON (DD 577) is a 2100 ton “Fletcher® class destroyer
home ported in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Administratively, she is a unit
of Destroyer Flotilla 5, Destroyer Squadron 1ll, and Destroyer Division
112, During 1966 she has had two Commanding Officers, CDR Raymond L.
HOFF MAN, USN, and as of 6 Sep 1966, CDR Harold SCUDDER, USN.

SPROSTON was desipnsd and armed prlmarily for the mission of Anti-
Submarine Warfare, but in the past year she has also besn employed as
8 Rescue Destroyer and a Cunfive Support Ship. SPROSTON's operations
during 1966 consisted basleally of a WestPac deployment, an APOLLO ro-
covery mission, and typs braining in preparation for her next deployb

mgnt,

Just prior to the first of the year (27 Dec 65) SPROSTON deployad
%0 WestPac as a unit of Task Group 77.h, an attack group compossd of
USS RANGER (CVA 61), USS ENGLAMD (DLG 22 ), USS CARPENTER (DD 825) and
SPROSTON. Although the *small boys® were often detached for spaci.al
asslgnments, this was the SPROSTON's basic task group throughout her
%% month deploymerts: The first port of call for TG 77.h was Subie
Bay, Philippines., On the first day of the transit from Pearl Harborg
SPROSTON extparienced enginesring difficultlesy the #5 spring bearing’
on the sharboard shaft over heated and had to be replaced. A few days
later the difficulty recurred and SPROSTON was detached to procead
independsntly to Subic Baye She arrived Jamuary 9the Inspectiocn de~
termingd that the shaft itself was warpad, Ths dlscrepancy wag cor=

rected by January 13th,

On the previous day TG T7ol had: gottan underway for Dixie Station
b0 participste in ®in country" support operaticns off the coast of
South Vietnam, SPROSTON proceeded indspendsnily to joln the group
and arrived on station on January 16th., This first crulss, which
lasted untll 13 Februayry, was to be the most aventful of the deploy-

ment for the SPROSTON

Upon arrival at Dixie Stallon SPROSTON was assigned rescue de=
sbroyer and ASW screening dubies with CARPENTER. ENGLAND, with hee
advanced Anti=Air Werfare capabilities, was employed some 20 miles
from thc formation on the thraab axiao

On the evening of 18 Januaryb an HASC Vigilante returning from a
vgconnalssance mission erashed 4n a landlng attempt on the RANGER,
SPROSTON's pllot rescus detall searched the wreckage spotted by ths
aother ships and helos from RANGER, but msither tha pilot nor the '
navigator was found., The impact of the grash had completely demole
ished the plana, and the only trace of it's cccupents was part of a-
badly shattered flight helmete
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ENGLOS%RE (2)
USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Command Hist%ry for 1966 Conttd,

At 2300 en the 18th SPROSTON wés detached to procesd to possible
Shore bombardment assignment off Caps St Jaquea at ths mouth of the
Ssigon rivar. Arriving the folleowlng morning, SPROSTON was diracted
0 proceed some 5 miles up the rivér to the inland side of Sailgon
~ harbor, Her mission was to protect a truck convey which was travel-

ing along a river road to Salgon. The ship waited abt anchor for most
of the day while the convoy passed, but waa nevew called upen to fire,

That evening SPROSTON's spotbers directed her t0 proceed %0 Phuoe
- Hui Bay Jjusi north of the méuth of the river. In the courss of the
night the ship fired 157 rounds of 5"/38 svmunition at Viet Cong base
camps and ssssmbly axwas. The Air Spotter reported that the ship gave

gxcellent coverags.

SPROSTON left the area the following morning to rejoin the carrier
sask geoup which had since moved north to Yankes Statien in the Gulf
of Tonkin., Carxier operations becams routine rather quickly. On
Jenuary 25th an Al Eyhaﬁkg a single seater crashed, fortunately ths
pilet had bsen able to eject and was recoveraed by & hele from ths

serviere

On the following day SPROSTON we released for a few hours of ASW
tralning with USS NICHOLAS (DD W49) and BUGARA (SS 331). This was
the only opportunity the ship had for such training throughout the en-
tire cruiss. Water conditiong in the araa were charactevistically
peor, and the only benefld gained was an opportunity for the ships to
sssags their ASW sapsbilitiss in leocal waters. ‘

SPROSTON rejoided TG T7.h on the 27th of January for moyd routing
£1ight operations. (n the Sth of February she was-dgain detacled, ’
this tims for trawler surveillance and blocking.: The- trawler was a
Russlan Ckean=Class vassel, the Gidrofon, 1% was bslieved to ba
gathering electronic and tactical intelligence Zrom the carrier groups
and tomcat sbablon in the area, It was SPROSTON's mission to Jam the
radio fraquenciss which ths trawler was thought to be monltoring and,

iL nacassary, to shonlder the vessel o prasent interfsvence with

Flight operatlons,

The waek whiech the SPROSTON spent blocking the Gidrofon passed
without significant inclidsnb. The trawler manguvered on rardom coursas
thvongh the Tankes Station arsa at spseds in the vicindlty of 5 kis.
Much badly nseded topside maintenance was accomplished while opere
ating at these slow spasds. Ones durlng the pericd, SPROSTON was
forced o losa conbast with the trawler din oxdsyr to refuel, but it was
valocabed with litile efforde. On 1l February SPROSTON was relievaed
by USS HITCHITE (ATF 10k} and proceeded o rendesvous with TG Tlolo
Rendasvous mompleﬁ@dg ths group headed for Subivc Bay for an upksap

pardodo

Upen srrdval ju Suble Bay SFROSTON embarksd two South Vietnsmese .
Ehsignsg Lh@ were bto underge & peried of shipbosrd training on the
ENCLOSURE (2}
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UsS SPROSTON (UD 577) Command H.-Lg;tory for 1966 Conttd

naEt cxplss. Thay ware to prGVe»yery ugaful as interpraters during
csoastal Shors bombardment cperatﬁcmse

The ships remeined in Subie $ay fram the 13th through the 22nd of
of February. This was, in nany yespacts, typlcal of t he ship's
Wesbpac "inport® perieds. The biggast conceyn of course, was to
gst the ship ready to go back "oh the lins%, There was much repair
work and preservation Lo be dons in the brief perlods the ship was
inport, Destroyer tenders wers asvallable on all ccecasions, but
"these were overburdaned with rapair work; consemently, what they
were able to accomplish vas always less than desired. Naval Bass
Supply, Public er&sg and repaiyr facilities were always sager 1o
help, but they boo were receiving & greater volume of demands than
they could handle. Tours, Service Clubs, and other recreational
facilitiss wore always available, bubt time, more often than notb,
limited the numbsr of peopla that could take advanbage of themo. '
Sligntly longsy "inport" pericds would have increased morale cone
siderably, but the major problam of inadequaie support facilities
will bs much more dlfficult to correct.

On 22 February TG 77.h again got underway for Yankee Station.
On the 25th SPROSTON and ENGLAND were detachsd to assist the USS -
MAHAY (DIG 11) in a search and vescue mission. No traces were
found of the plans or its crew, and ships were x‘etumsd to their .

vespscs:we tasle groups - thah aveningo

- . On 28th February aPRQSTON was again datached for an. axﬁanded
pefwd of Naval Gunfize Support. dubyo She arrived in the Corps TI
arga, 0ff the coash of South Viétnam on 1 March, and gtajed thare
oi stabion until 20 Marchs Duz u.ng ‘that perlioed SPROSTON. supparted
unite of the US Army st Cavalry, division md South Vietname: &8
Magines with the aid of various. airbcame and ground spat.tera@ ’%‘Em
ship mainkained gzeeiaimim appraximately 2 miles from the' coast -
swalbing calls on the. spohier cirouits, The i sel ong ! firad vam@d
from random havragment and. wtm*diet.im fira to dimct ‘fire on
Tish Cong troop coneshtrablons, ' The high poini of 1 %sa shipﬂa c}pa 5:‘.
grationg. took placs the avening, of . March 9th, Duringia 3 hour . -
patble, SPROSTON'e guns-sboppad a. babtalmn atrength Viet Gong =
&bw;siﬁ &.g&‘amst R@pubha @f ‘Jia%nam E&amme posi.mons maa@ Tam Qucmﬁ :

In the 20 day pariod SP}??OSTO‘\I fix*&d samy 0 sup@az*t. mi.,sions,,
. targats included 9 troop; concentrabions, 5 Viat Cong base cmpsg
30 Viet Cong asssinbly areas, Viet Cong rest camp, and Aumerous -
cecasions of harrassmént and interflletion firing, In a119 11?1
vounda of 5“/38 amnuniticn ware expenﬁadn It was a very inters
gsbing and emimng peried for the wagg “but it was sxham s‘ioing

for all concerads

ENCLOSIRE {2)




.

ENGLOSURE (2)
USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Conmand Hisbary for 1966 Conttd

On 21 March SFROSTON rejoined TG 77okh, which then procesded to
Yokosuka, Japan., The group remeined there from 26 March to 5 'Apri”.i.g
at which time it got underway for; Dixie Station. This last patrol -
was quite uneventful for SPROSTON, for she spent the entire time
working with RANGER., RANGER stayed at Dixie Station for approxi-
mately 2 weeks and on the 27th of April moved north to Yankse sta=
tien, AL this time, Yankes station had been moved into the Tonkin

Gullo

The highlight of the deployment, a’t. 1@&5% as far as the crew
was concerned, came on by May when the ship was detached to preoceed
30 Hong Kongo Theve had besn considerabls doubt as to whether or
not the ship would ses that port. During 10 days in Hong Kong
SFROSTON carried cub thedities of SOPA Admin. Ths task included
such jobs as coordinating shors patrol, berthing and movie exchange

" betwean US ships vhich were visliing the port. Thers wWers no ra-

peir facilitiss aveilable, so ths crew vsceived thely first real
rast and recreaticn psriod of the entire tripo

BPROSTON® g derarture from Hong Keng was delayed until the 17th
of May because of a Typhoon between there and their newt destination,
Subie Bay. She remeined in Subie from 20-25 May ab which time she
left with USS KITTY HAWK (CVA 63) and TG, 770 for Yokosuka, KITTY
HAWE was Go accompeny SPROSTON, CARPENIER, and ENGLAND for part of .
the transli frem Yokosulks to Ha&?ailo

SPROS'?ON gtayed in Yokosuka from 29 May Vo 3 Juns, at which
tima she arid CARPENTER got underway for Psarl Harbor., KITTY HAWK
overbook the slower group two days out of Yokosuka, and refudled
them before contimiing on hey way to the wesh coasﬁ» SPROST (W
and CARPENTER stopped briafly at the island of Midway on the 8th
of Juns for more fuel and arrived in Pearl Harbor on the 1ltho.

Tha deploymanb as. ¢ , whola: had basn a ’G’sry viggf:ms and maccessful

" ona for SPROSTCN. Ths shu;p had spent 758 of hay time underway, and

Wwith the exc:ept«m of her late:departure from Subic Bay after the
nmnﬁii,a had negvey £ failed to maet an opsrational cumitment.

SPROSTON spant the rema,mdeaﬁ of June and July 4in pﬁz‘t ina wall ‘
atiliged lgave and upkeap- pevicdo ’ o .

Barly in Augus i, SPROSTON was chossn to participate in a Apollo
S;zacegrai‘-a racovery. This involved the installation of a acovery
rans aind comideﬁabla traloing befora ths actual launch date, The
.hlp got undsrway on 16 Awgust for KwmJslein Atoll in the Mar shell
Iglands whore chs was to refuel before proceading to racovery sta-
t:mnc she arxived on the 22nd and d@paf%;@d 23 Augugt for DD we=

" coVery stabion #5, The spacecroft was launchsed oz the 2hth and at

0638 on the 25th %he ship observed it passing over head, Ib
landed some 200 miles norvh of SPRUSTON and was picksd up by USS
HORNET (CVS 12). SPROSTOM again stopped at Keajalein for fuel,
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ENCLOSURE (2)
USS SPROSTON (DD 577) Command -History for 1966 Conbtd
and arrived back at Pearl Harbor on 2 September,

The period from 2 Sgptember to 28 October was devoted entirely
to upkeepo From 2 through 26 Septembar SPROSTON received repair
services from the Repailpy Fa¢llity at the Submarins Bass at Pearl
Harboro, This was something of a "first¥, and the experience was
bensficial to all concernsd. This was follmdad by a ten day dry
docking in (ARD 30). - Again, SPROSTON felt more like a dolphin, than
a Dastroysr, in that the (ARD 30) normally works almost exclusively
with submarines. The period ended with S5PROSTON meturning to DD =
land via & three wesk avallability with the destroyer tender USS
PRATRIE (AD 15) in Pearl Harbe ,

From 31 Cctober to 19 Novembsy SPROSTON underwsnt a rigorous”
schaduls of type tralning in preparaticn for an Qperational Readinsss
. Inspzetion, In the itwo weeks which followsed, further typs braining
was held. The remainder of Year, 9=31 Decembar 1966 was spsnt in

port in a leave and upkesp.

In summary, 1766 was an exiremely demanding year for SPROSTON = .
unguz stionably the most tavwing one the ship ibtseli has besn through
in many years. Morve than 50% of the tims was spant underway, and
a full & months wsrs spant away from homs porte

I% was a difficult year, bub the variety of asslgnments mads
it a vary mteres&ing ) P

Tha mosb mgvlficant per*iad uas the 5%@ menr,hs spent in WssbPa@o
During that tims, the ship stesmed over 55,000 wmiles, fired moxe than
1300 rounds from its maln batteries, and replenishéd underway soms
67 timos, all without significant mechsnical difficulty or personnsl
injuryg This coupled with the fact that all operational cemmimmmbs

2r8 meb, mads the deployment an umnitiga‘@ed BUCGESS.

, Succass was the Key nots on the SPROSTON throughoud 1;9665 tha
demands ware hsavy, but the satisfacticn that comss with a Job Ywsll
donet was proporvionately gratifying,
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