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"TARTARA ET ALTA AQUA VENIAT" 

Some gawdamned rhing has gorta be fixr, 
Put in a call for rhe Twemy-Sixth. 

Rush fifty men to unload a ship, 
More lights are needed on che bomber scrip. 

Build Quonset Huts for the Photo lab, 
The Hospital needs a concrete slab. 

Emergency call-che wires are down, 
Gee that Radio Scacion goin' to town. 

Build more ranks for the Av-gasoline, 
Throw a bridge across Ilu stream. 

The aviamrs have gorta be fed, 
The Marines need a rbousand loaves of bread. 

Hurry up-build some good hard roads, 
How can we haul chose gawdamoed loads? 

The Air Wing muse have a runnel now 
Send down your welder to .fix a scow. 

Improve our camp-we've had a flood; 
For chrisake, gee us ouc of che mud. 

Saw a million feec of two-by-fours, 
Where in hell are our screen doors? 

Lay five miles of four-inch line, 
Paine Shop fix up a fancy sign. 

Come on-cake over this water poim, 
Rush a plumber to tighten a joint. 

An urgem request for a gravel path, 
The P.B.Y. boys need a bath. 

Whadd'ya mean-you goc no gear, 
Where's chat good equipment che Sixth left here? 

The trucks are busted-rraccors won' t go, 
Repair that junk left by old Tojo. 

The RD-8 has a busted spring, 
Go ahead-weld the gawdamned rhing. 

Who rhe hell said the weld won't hold, 
The 26th don't believe everything they're cold. 

Immediate need for a ditching machine, 
Fix char busted Barber-Greene. 

Work orders come in bundles and bunches, 
What the hell, boys-roll with che punches. 

Requests unfilled are very few, 
Hell-chose guys are allies coo. 

Shake a leg, lad-lengthen your srride-
What makes you feel like a new June bride? 

Though-0thers may gee the accolade, 
We'JJ have to get by on the record we've made. 

When there are damned tough jobs to do, 
Call the Twenry-Sixth-Seabees who can do! 

-U nexpttrgatetl. 
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FOREWORD 

Wirh a feeling of trepidarion in their hearrs and rhe admonishing words "You'll Be Sorry" ringing 
in their ears, the majoriry of the members of the 26th Batcalion reported ro Camp Allen, Va., for acrive 
dury in August, 1942. Then followed a heccic month of "Booe" training which included almost daily "shots" 
for immunization against disease. The barcalion was formed in September and in charge of ics officers 
moved successively co Camp Bradford, Va., Advance Base Depoe, Gulfport, Miss., and Camp Rousseau, 
Pore Hueneme, Calif., for additional advance uaioing. 

Fond farewells having been said, the battalion embarked and sailed, destination unknown. Along with 
ocher unics rhac were aboard, the 26th disembarked at Noumea, New Caledonia, for a scay of very shore 
duracion. Loading aboard another transporc, the unit proceeded to and disembarked at Guadalcanal and 
Tulagi, British Solomon Islands, lace in December, 1942. 

The 26th Battalion ended ics scay in the Solomons nearly one year later and completed ics mur of 
foreign dury upon reaching the shores of the United Scates December 31, 1943. 



INTRODUCTION 

Herein is briefly covered the period from active dury status on August 20, 1942, through the Battalion's 
training program, embarkation oveC"seas and the tour of duty in the Solomons until its return to the United 
Stares December 31, 1943. 

A summary such as chis may state only the simple faces relating to the urgent organization of trained 
construction men for service during a critical era in our country's history. Military security forbids the 
publication of all the facts; however, some idea of how well the men of the 26th did their job can be gained 
by read ing between rhe hoes and studying the· pictures presented. 

The Editor. 
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OFFICERS 
O RIGINAL ROSTER 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER C. A. FRYE - Officer in Charge 

STAFF 
LIEUTENANT H. H. ALLEN - - - - - - - - - Exectttive Officer 
ENSIGN H. R. STOCKTON - - - - - - - - - Personnel Officer 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER T. D. MURPHY - Senior Medical Officer 
LIEUTENANT (jg) J. T. SMITH - - - - - - ]1mior Medical Officer 
LIEUTENANT J.B. WEEMS - - - - - - - DentalOfficer 
ENSIGN B. S. THOMPSON - - - - - - - - - - S"'pply Officer 
ENSIGN R. CAMPBELL JR. - - - - - - - - - Disb1trsing Officer 

"A" COMP ANY 
LIEUTENANT W. S. GRAY 
LIEUTENANT ( jg) L C. BYERS 
ENSIGN W. H. BOURNE 
CARPENTER C. R. TRUMP 

"C" COMPANY 
LIEUTENANT J.E. MANEY 
LIEUTENANT (jg) F. W. STURM 
ENSIGN S. ELKMAN 
CARPENTER J. L. McLAURh'l 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
ENSIGN J. T. GEARHART 

CARPENTER J. C. THOMPSON JR 
"B" COMPANY 

LIEUTENANT P. P. PASQUALINO SR. 
LIEUTENANT (jg) C. W. GARRISON 
ENSIGN H. D. FLYNN 
CARPENTER G. 0. HEAGY JR. 

"D" COMPANY 
LIEUTENANT A. R. CARMICHAEL 
LIEUTENANT (jg) J. W. NIXON 
ENSIGN R. V. BRESSANI 
CARPENTER A.H. COOPER 



CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS 
ORIGINAL ROSTER 

ABBAS, Chris 

BAXTER, Frank E. Jr. 
BELLEW, Harry L 
BERTSCHE, Eugene 
BRADLEY, Carlcon C. 

BUSHNELL, William C. 
CLARK, Herbert D. 
CONLEY, John A. 

COOK. Isaac C. 
COPELAND, Greer B. 

CREVCOURE, Ernest ]. 
DINALLO. Richard N. 
DORSEY, Morris W . 

EA TON, James D. 
FOSTER, Earl W. 

GORMAN, Earnest E. 
GUDA TH, Ernest W. 

GULLEN, Alexander J. 
GUMAS, George P. 
HALL, Harry A. 

HAYS, Paul M. 
HEIKES, Edward D. 

HIPKINS, Wilbur W. 
HORTON, Arthur 
HOSKING, Leroy 

HUBBARD, Charles G. 
JACOBS, Henry H. 

JOHNSON, Edward C. 

JOHNSON, Owen A. 
JOHNSON, Paul M. 
KEILIG, Charles E. 
KENNEDY, William J. 
KlEDERLEN, Alberc P. 

KUHARSKE, Charles G. 
LEON ARD, Thomas 

McCORMICK, Thomas J. 
McKITTRICK, Charles E. 

. McLEAN, Louis K. 

MACE, George E. 
MILBURN, John H . 
MILLIGAN, William J. 
~CURRA Y, Kemper T. 
NAG.EL, Gordon S. 
PELKIE, Donald D . 

PLACHTA, Joseph F. 

POEHLSEN, Emil L. 
REYNOLDS, Robert B. 
RICHTER, Gustav R. 

RISCO, George 
ROBJNSON, George D. 
SHANKS, James R. 
SPARKS, Russell I. 
SPECHT, Clarence J. 
SRCH, James 
SW AN, Howard W. 
WALTERS, Ralph E. 

WARNER, John G. 
WEEKLY, Clifford L. 
WILDENRADT, Carl E. 
WILLIAMS, Leonard H. 
WILLlS, Paul R. 

WITTE, John G. 
WYLLI, Herman J. 
ZOBA Y, Joseph M. 



THE CREW 
ORIGINAL MUSTER ROLL 

ABRAHAMSON, Maurice F. 
ADAMS, Arnold C. 
ADAMS, Clarence C. 
ADKINS. William E. Jr. 
AERNI, Carl E. 
ALBERT, Robert D. 
ALCOCK, George H. 
ALDEN, George C. Jr. 
ALDRIDGE, Albert L 
ALLEN, Elden D. 
ALLEN, Howard R. 
ALLEN, Murray M. 
A~ffiRfANO, Frank L 
ANDERSON, Edward S. 
ANDERSON, Lewis R. Jr. 
ANDERSON, Norman 
ANDERSON. Norman E. 
ANDRES, Herman]. 
ANDREWS, Eugene R. 
ANDREWS, Ralpb C. 
APPELHANS, John ]. Jr. 
ARATA, Eugene A. 
ARCHAMBAULT, Frank S. 
ARMSTRONG, Charles W. 
ARMSTRONG, William E. 
ARNOLD, George S. 
ARNOLD. Theodore S. 
ARP. Charles B. 

ASHCROFT, Richard W. 
A URITI, David 
AUSTIN, Paul B. 
BACHMANN, Roberr J. 
BACON, William 
BAGGETI, Lawrence R. 
BAILEY, Eugene P. 
BAJKOWSKI, Paul S. 
BALKA, Paul M. 
BALTZ, John T. 
BANASZYNSKI, Adolph C. 
BARKLEY, George E. Jr. 
BARNES, John T. Jr. 
BARNETI, Charles D. 
BARR, William C. 
BARRON, Walter 1. 
BAR TINIK, John 
BARTLETT, John 
BARTLEY, Charles R. Jr. 
BATES, Bill D. 
BAUER, Joseph J . Jr. 
BAUMANN, Orville J. 
BAUMGARDNER, Edward A. Jr. 
BAY, Elmer E. 
BEARD, Donald D. 
BECK, Oa.rence R. 
BECKMAN, William E. 
BECKSTEAD, Gerald D. 

BECSKY, Emiel 
BEGEN, J ames J. 
BELLOWS, Kuster ]. 
BENDER, James A. 
BENTZ, Dean E. 
BERTRAND, Philip M. 
BEST, Thomas E. 
BESTEN, Elmer W. 
BILLSON, Paul R. 
BISCHOF, Charles 0. 
BISHOP, Roberr N. 
BISHOP, Stanley R. 
BLAKE, John E. 
BLANK, Christie E. 
BLYTH, George C. 
BOGENSCHUTZ, Raymond E. 
BOGENSCHUTZ, William C. 
BOGLE, Alfred E. 
BOHLS, Robert E. 
BOLAND, Francis 
BONE, George J. 
BONECUTIER, Harold W. 
BONFIETTI, Ebi P. 
BONUS, Raymond A. 
BOOSTER, James H . 
BOSCHERT, Robert 
BOST, Merle R. 
BOWEN. Floyd E. 



BOYD, Curtis E. 
BOYD, Ray A 
BRAMI.ETI, Davis B. 
BRANCEI., Donald W. 
BRA TIEN, Levi W. 
BREO, Thomas J. 
BREEN, J ohn F. 
BREEN, William A. 
BREWER, James C. 
BRIDGEWATER, Roy C. 
BRIEL, Carl C. 
BRINK, Raymond P. 
BRINN, Edward J. 
BRlTTON, Maurice G. 
BROAD, Conrad E. 
BROOKENS, RussellR. 
BROOKS, Reginald 
BROSSEAU, Leo P. 
BROVAGE, SraoJey J. 
BROWN, Alf E. 
BROWN, Alvin 0. 
BROWN, John F. 
BROWN, Joseph A. 
BROWN, Kennech 1. 
BROWN, Lawrence 1. 
BROWN, Russell N. 
BRUMMOND, Erwin F. 
BRUSO. Howard J. 
BRYANT, Oran E. 
BULRIS, Maurice F. 
BUMPUS, William D. 
BURAZIN, Tbornas G. 
BURFIELD, Leslie F. 
BURGER. Louis R. 
BURKA, Bogan 
BURKE, Roland F. 
BURNS, William N. 
BUSHONG, Roberr P. 
BUTLER, Pierce J. Jr. 

BUTLER, William F. Jr. 
BYRNE, Peter L. 
CAIN, Charles J. 
CALLAGHAN, Philip J. 
CALLANDER, Joseph E. 
CALLICOAT , Edward 0 . 
CAMERON, R oger H. 
CANNON, Morris C. 
CARLSON, Carl A. 
CAROTHERS, Lester L. 
CARPENTER, George M. 
CARPENTER, Robert E. 
CARTER, Eldon P. 
CARTRIGHT, James W. 
CARULLO, Fred 
CARVER, Joseph P. 
CATANZARO, Leo 
CAVAN, Robert V. 
CHADWICK, Oron E. 
CHARBONEAU, Leo A. 
CHIULLI, Francis W. 
CHRISTENSEN, Alfred 
CHUPP, William E. 
CHURCHER, Oarence H. 
CIERI, Anthony J . Jr. 
CISSELL, Robert H. 
CLARK, Kenneth B. 
CLARK, Willard 
CLAYTON. Harry E. 
CLAYTON, John L. 
COATES, Norman F. Jr. 
COHEN, Julien Sraoley 
COKER, Donald H. 
COLEY, Oaude A. 
COLLINS, Philip R. 
COT.WICK, Michael R. 
COMBES, Roy "E". Jr. 
COMEAU, Joseph Z. 
COMPTON, Roy E. 

CONDON, James ]. 
CONNELY, Jack "D''. 
CONNER, Jennings E. 
CONRY, Francis J. 
CONSAGA, Frank A. 
COOK, Charles J. 
COOK, James C. 
COOPER, Nate 
CORBETT, Charles D. 
CORDELL, Neil G. 
CORLETT, Clyde '"H". 
COTA, John D. 
COTI1E, lisle L 
COTTRELL, Carl "F". 
COTTRELL, Robert C. 
COUDRON, Henry 
COWlN, Russell C. 
CRABTREE, Ova R . 
CRACKEL, Sydney R. 
CRANDALL, Caleb G. 
CRANK, Francis A. 
CRIDER, John 
CULLEN, Frank 
CUMMJNGS, J ames F. 
CUSICK, Frank J. 
CUTSINGER, James E. 
DANIELS, Sargenr H. 
DALLAL, Andrew A. 
DAILY, Roberc W. 
DAHL, Walter C. 
DAHLEN, Oliver L. 
DAVIDSON, Edward L. 
DAVIS, Carl 
DA VIS, Eugene E. 
DA VIS, Howard C. 
DAVIS, Louis L. 
DAY, Carlcoo F. 
DEBERT1N, Donald B. 
DeFEYTER, James 



D.lil.KER, JacobJ!. 
])'EN HJ\RTIGH, Henr)' P. 
DESP1:1l, William l:L 
DiBLASI, Ros;1rio J. 
DICKERS0N, Roderick I. 
DlQCEltSON, Waltec 
DJVIrO, Louis 
DODS. John C. Jr, 
DOU,E. Wurren ll. 
001.S, Dooald I'. 
DOMSKI. Joseph E. 
DOOLEV, Gordon f>. 
DOROFF. Akxaadcr R. 
DORRINGTON, Fr'"* A 
DOWNEY, J\1\bcrt J. 
DRESSNFR, Orm A. 
DR rscou., J11mo:s ,1. 
Dlll VER, Asa C. 
DUOEK, Fred 
DUlrtlR. Emerson 
DUl'FP.Y, Rolph .r; 
DUGAtt Johnie M. 
DUNC(l'N, J<tck K. 
DUNCAN, Wllli1t1T1 T. 
DLJl'..'N, l'layd E. 
DUPJN, 1J1om1c<JL 
DURHAM, James O. 
DURKIN, Joho T. 
DUSSEU~ Augusc 
fiAGLF.SON, Chesrer .. H''. 
fitlK!NS, ~obert J.:, 
EDGAR, Donald ll 
llLOER, Willimn M. 
liLEY, Rid1>r<I A. 
JlliKINS, Seldon A. 
IJLLfiN13ERGER, Rolpb A. 
11nrs. A...,.,, s. 
llMANUlil, JoSCJ>h 
ENCEl.MANN. D:tvid 

ER ICKSON, Godfred W. 
ESCHENUi.JRG. Raymond G 
11.STRY, Robert I. 
EULLER. George A. 
lWANS, George E. 
F.Vl.".NKS, .Luke M. 
EXNER, W11lter G. 
!'AUER, Edward 
FABER. wiJliarn j. 
fADUSKO, Nichol:ts 
!'AILES, William "B'': 
FARIS, Parul \I, 
FA RR, D urward S. 
l'J\ RlUiLL, fawrence l!. 
P'EJ\SE!l, ffo8)1 J. 
FllliRO. Hartfu1d !\. 
FERGUSON, Samuel W. 
f!CK. Q>:u:les Ii 
Pl.ELD, ls30c I'. 
FlN f:R. 1:mil J, 
FINGElt~ .l•mes D. 
FlNNllLI, William \\1, 
FJSHEll, Emil K. 
I'JSHBR, R'i>ie R. 
F.lTA.NlDES, Dim1dtio> 
FITZGER,\LD. Joho J;L 
Fl°f'LP ATIUCK, George D. 
Fl.ECK. 1\rtlmr D. 
Ff.EMIN6, ~fatvin 0 . 
J1f.JITO'l'ER, P1ul M. 
FI.OWERS, Hurry O. 
FORETER, Wilfred 
FORSYTH, Don:ild D. 
FOSTER, Frederick J. 
FOX. Jtobcrr 1. 
.FRANK, Francis E, 
FR!INK, Henry J. 
FR,\NS, Jllscy 
!'.REDMAN. Sven 

Flt EEMAN, Ardlllr 
FRIEl)Rl.Q-1, Hmy I'. 
FRlTZ, CLtrcncc W. 
FRY, Lowell L 
FR YKBOLM', Jobn F. 
rni:roN. Hugh f: 
GAEUE, WiUiam F. 
GAJ. LAG l·fER, frank J. 
G1IUAGHER, Lloyd ll. 
GAllDl':IEI,\. Edward J. 
GARRIGUS, Geo<SC J. 
GARTNER. 'E,hvnrd 
G.l!l:KE, Carl 
GENTRY_, Cleo E. 
G llll30N, lsaac:. L 
GffiSEKING, John H 
GffiSS, Edw,,rd A. 
OlFl'ELS, Roy A. 
GILDLI, Jolla l', 
GILL, John M . 
GIL!.PATRIC.1C. Thomas B. 
GLADNEY, 1loberr F. 
Gf.ASER, M.clvln J. 
GLID'llWELL, Jobn E. 
G0A D, J\ rris '!'. 
GODIN, Jobn H, 
GODISAK, Ao<hony A. Jr. 
GODSllY, Glenn L. 
GOEBP.RT. Barney P. 
GOLDS'lvllTH. Willi'1m R. 
GOOD1'lltLER, DeVere F. 
GORDON, Henry C. 
GORDON, Samuel I'. 
GORMAN, Edwc1rd M. 
GORNJCK, Peter<''­
GORSUOI, Rupert P . 
GOS.NEW., Herbert R. 
GRAHAM, fr.ul'c is P. 
G llAMJ\fER, Hubert C. 
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GRA VllS, Roberc L. 
GRA VliTfE, J:imc-s A. 
GRAY, Jomes 
GRAYSON, Jobn 1'. 
GR lJi!l'I, Hurry W. 
GlllM~~ Rnlph V. 
Glt lMSH;\W, Herbert J . 
GULDHAMMER, Clifford 
GUNN, Geori;,"' R. Jr. 
GUR Wl!l.1., Poul N. 
GUZIOR. Jnhn 
HA LI., GcorlJ< S. 
HAMANN, l.ouis H. 
HAMll:roN, Fr:u1cis L. 
H /\ NCOCK, Robert P. 
HAND'LlJY, Roy E. 
H1\NSJlN, AJlre<l C. 
HtlNSEN, Jnmes T. 
HANSllN, l\<>bcrt E. 
HARMON, Ralpb E. 
HARRELL, ElmerD. 
HARRIS. Robert W, 
llAllRISON, Horold 
llARROUFF, Fred K. 
HARTIGAN, Q,.,ft,. F. 
H /\ R VliY, Dono Id V. 
H1\ YDllN, Joseph E. 
H BCKM ANN, Peier 1'. 
HllllLllY, Ch1trles L. 
HUIDTKI!, Roberc F. 
Hl!LFR ICH, George 
HllNDERSON, W:lltec A. 
HENNINGS, ll<:rnord A. 
HENSON. ~ic R. 
Hl!RNANDO, Sannago 3. 
HEl\UM. Robert G. 
HESS, Chorles ll. 
HJLKliNli, Norman H. 
H 11..Si\ llliCK, ,Morry N . 

HINTON, Herbe<t T. 
HOEKSTRA • .E<lwarcl T. 
HOFSTADTER, Morda J'. 
HOGE, Henry H. 
HOLLAND. Rouol C. 
HOLM'ES. ;\ rlic L. 
HOLMES. H !trVCJ' J. 
HONEr~ Irvin ll. 
HOUGHTALING. Roy \VI. 
HOUSE, Fiord R. 
HOWERTON, Collin f , 
HUllBf:l.L. Thom>S I.. 
HUDDY. Jomes E. 
HlJUllNER, Fred P. 
MUl'.FMAN, Cocl W. 
MUG 1-fES, Lesrcr D. 
HUl\lTfill. Don I, 
bl UNTER, Donald Jt 
MUTCHISON. ~fouri(c 
INGl\AM. Cliorles D. 
ING VA LSON. J\faurk< L 
IRONS. Doo:lld i t 
IRRGANG. Robert 1.. 
IRWIN, Andrew J. 
ISllELL. Williom ··1L Jr. 
IT A LI A, Vincent J. 
1\1 ANCOVICH, l'cicr I., 
J ti JlLONSKl, R11ympntl N. 
,JAMES. Poul 
J A NJ\SZtl.K, Edw:ud J. 
JEl.LEMA, John 0. 
JENKINS, Wiiiiam G. 
JENNISON, 'Oieodorc W. 
JOHNSON. Clurles H. 
JOHNSON, Cbules I. 
JOHNSON, Clyde .E. 
JOHNSON. George D. 
JOHNSON. Ho.old C. 
.JOHNSON, Hoyne> O. 

JOHNSON. Jnmcs !!.­
JONES, lluru>n ll. 
JON.ES, Cbrencc L. 
JONES, Harold M. 
JONES. Max H. 
JONF.S. Robert WI. 
JONES, Willi.1111 P. 
JORDAN, Chc:1tcr 1. 
JORGENSEN. Ru...,11 H. 
JOSS, Tholll:IS M. 
JUDGE. Jmeph P. 
JUDY, Owen H. 
JUNGMANN. l!ui:cnc J. 
KMSER, Henry L. 
KALD.ER. Brra11 r. 
KALLESTAD, P.nrl T. 
l<ALLl.1'1EN, Vcnwn J. 
.KA.Rf, Ah1in 
KASPROWICZ. Edward R. 
KAUFMAN, l!orno5t A. 
KEARNS. 'RuSS<ll M. 
KEHOE, '0101nu J. Jr. 
KEITH, Richard C. 
KELUNGHAUS. Harry F, Jr. 
KELLY, lkhvin L 
KEl.Sl;Y, Eui:;eno C 
.lo.'Ei\tP. John ti. 
KEPPLE, H0rlnn J. 
KEYES, Thomn• !\, 
KIELY, Alfrc.J I'. 
KILANDER, Eorl /\, 
Kil.BOURNE. Srank-y P. 
KINCAID, Irvin 
KINLEY. Wilford J. 
KIRK. J•rnes G. 
.KIRKMAN. Ho~..,rd G. 
KlVUN, Jomes .J. 
KLEK. St:111ley J. 
.KlJlMliSRUD, Siclncy L 

J 
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KLEMP, Louis A. 
KLINGER, Gorris G. 
KNAPPENUllRGER, Bill J. 
KNOTSON, Odin K, 
KOEU.NllR, l'roo E. 
KOOP, Simon 
KORSB0£N, Edward N, 
l<OW AISKI, Joseph P. 
KRA~IER, Au~usr Jr. 
KR EGER. ROS$ 0 . 
KRIThlPP, Oiwold T. 
KllESS, 'Y/nhcr E. 
l<JtESSNER • .Rolph A. 
l<RtJl\fM:E, William A. 
KR USE, Ooreocc \Y/. 
KRYSlYNAK. ThomM 
KUllA.'\IT, Henry .E. 
KUfiHN, Vcrlc A. 
KUKODA, Mk hncl J. 
KULBIEDA, John P. 
KUNTZ, R•ymond N. 
KUTZ, Rolx:rt A. 
LABR.ECQUI!, AJbcn A 
LADDUSAW, Lcwis l. 
LA fOl.U!ITll. John C 
I.AMS, Mud L 
I.A MBESEDllR. Edward B. 
LAMPSON, f'rcsion W. 
LANDAR, Mnck 
LANE. Btnj•1nin IC. 
LANE. Cornelius H. 
LANGE, Elroy H. 
L1\NGLET, Jlmllc G. 
1.All!S, Kallis 
I.A RSEN, Corl A. 
I.ARSON. Hc>mc< R. 
LARSON, John R. 
L,/\RSON, Pcrcr "E". 
l.ATHROPll, Alien H. 

LATSHAW, Rudolph W. 
l.A VERY, )•mes P. 
LA \'7ltf:.NC6, Roberr H, 
Lrs11nt, Bcrr F. 
Lll\IOll, Oonald A. 
U!WJS, Emlin F. 
LEWIS, Louis R. 
l.IJJBY. Willfam S. Jr. 
LlODICOA'I', Lt•onard W. 
LllMATA1Nl!N, IJruno 
I.LOYD. John L 
l.ODWJG, William F. 
LOLWJNG, Heunan IJ. 
LONG, Clmrlcs H. 
I.ONG, Edward A. 
l.OUGH, Burd E.. 
l.OVE,l·knry F. 
l.OVENDOSKY, Ch>r.fos 
LUJ'I, Herrn:1n 
LYALL, Jomes A. 
LYNCH, Williom E. 
LYNESS, Hmy C 
McALLISTRR, Pnul .E. 
McCANDU!SS, Huj;h \"ii. 
McCUNTIC. Om ''E". 
McCOMBE, Thonus 
McCRACKEN, Wnrrco I. 
McDERMO'n', Jack B. 
MtOER Mo·rr. 1\lod1tw c. 
McDONALD, Corl E 
MdX>NALl), Oyd• W. 
McDONALD, Durward ll. 
McDONJ\1.1), Rolx:rr M. 
MtDONOliCH, H:1rold R. 
McENTEE; James J. 
McFALL, G<'O~ K 
McG Jl,\ TH1 Leo E. 
McKENRY, Joseph G. 
McKEE, Cbudio E. 

McKEOWN, Felix F. 
McQUllKIN. Harbnd S. 
McTIGUI!, John \V. 
MACKLIN, Ployd L 
MAKOVEC, Joseph F. 
MANLEY. Forrest F. 
MANSKER, Eu!1etle L 
MARSHALL, AccburR. 
M ARSHAU~ joh.11 IJ. 
MARTENZ, Gunnar 
MAR TIN, llcnjamio F. 
MARTIN, Charles L 
/\'1ARTIN, lldw:ird 'l''. 
MARTIN, Nnrbert B. 
:MATlOFI', Sol L 
MATI'SON. Uurlin J. 
MA.US, Robert J. 
M AXFlELl.)1 D.tlfos P. 
MAXJ.lllll.t), J'!lbert 
MAXFD!LO. William 
MA YER, Paul J. 
MEACHAM, l.<)uis G. 
MEADOWS, R1tleigh W. 
MJlLKA, l"mes F. 
Ml! l. V J]_LE, Rob<:rc A. 
MERRJTI. Konne1h A. 
MESSER, Monuel 
MJ!Yl:R, Richard W. 
MUYERS, rri ... cis l!. 
MICHAU. Albert G. 
MICHAUD, Gc:orge A. 
MIHALKOVIC, Frank 
MlK.Of.tlSZA K. john 
MIKULSKI. Joseph]. 
MILAVEC. Mlrko J. 
MILLER, Alb.rt F. 
MILLER, Arthur M. 
~ULLER, Horny 
MILLS. Theodore 
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MINICK, Willi2Jll D. 
M ITCHEI.L, Lebnd K. 
MITCHllL, Leland L 
M11'CHELL, Melvin R. 
MOOERLY, Samuel 0. 
MOupY, Thom°' P. 
MONDE, Rnyrnond ]. 
MONllITc, Gc>orgt w. 
MOOOT, William A. 
MOONEY. Willi•m F. 
MOORE, Ellsworth L 
MOORE. Louis P. 
MOREAU, R•ymond W 
MORGAN. Miles K 
MORGAN, Robert F. 
MOR LEY, Theodore H. 
MORRJS, Roy 
MORROW, Edwin M. 
MOSIER. &lwatd L 
MOUNTS, John A. 
MOYNIHAN, '/luurice 
MUDGE, E:ido J. 
MULLIN, Petet J. 
MUNDAY. Russell J. 
MUNN, Robert G. 
MUNN, Walter B. 
MURAWSKI, Alphonse S. 
MURDOCK. Wayae D. 
MURPHY, Henty H. 
MURTACl:I, Wiiiiam P. 
N ti PIER, William J. 
Nll.fDL, John W. 
NELLESSEN. How:>J'<l G. 
NELSON, Cl<bum F. 
NELSON. Hattlol F. 
Nlil.SON. Nurhan lL Jr. 
NEMITZ, ArdeU L 
NESBl1T, Edward D. 
N C\"'7-CA.l'f, Arthur 

Nl!\Vl>IAN, Ford N. 
NEWTON, Melvin C. 
NICHOLS, Anhur L 
NICHOLS. Chutes R. 
NICHOLSON, Clyde ll. 
NICHOLSON, Paul M. 
NICKOLl.:TT!l, l'rnnk 
NIELSEN. Donald A. 
NIEMAN, John A. 
NOLAND.)ake A. Jr. 
NORAK. llid»rd G. 
NORDINE, Russell E. 
NORDSTROM, llcojamin L Jr. 
NORTH, Henry H. 
NOZAL, Joseph 
Nl:URENB.ERGER, \'Villiom 0 . 
OOf:RG, H:ttvey R. 
OBllRLL>. Josepb L 
O'CONNOR, Clm les D. 
O'CONNOR, L.1wren<'C G. 
O'LEARY, T imothy J. 
OLSEN, 'Warren N. 
OLSON, Cad A. 
OLSON, P:iul R. 
OLSON, Roy D. 
O'NBLL, Ivan I.. 
OR DIN ARIO, l>idorc P. 
Olll1\NS, llarl J. 
OR.R, Desmond IL 
ORRJlLL, lllmer 
OSIJORNE, Ridrncd O. 
OVllR ION, Hollin 1!. 
OVICK. Joseph I'. 
OWEN.Oeo H. 
PAGE George 
P AHLK.E, Alfred C. 
PAI.bIERl, l'<ter P. 
l'ANKNIN, Irwin L 
I' AflE, Mat1tice J. 

PARKHOUSE, Robcri D. 
PARRISH, Gui 
PARSONS, Irwin G. 
PASCHEN. Chrisri•n P. Jr. 
PASTfiRNAK. Mike 
PATRICK, l"""rcncc \'<-'. 
l'AVLICA. \>;ii0lum E. 
PEARSON, Carl Jt. 
PEARSON. llrncsr Jt. 
PEARSON. Kenneth V. 
PEARSON. Richard M. 
PECHA. Edward W. 
PllCK. Samuel J. 
llENDUITON. Homcc 
l'ENNE, Mnurie< P. 
P.IilliLLO, 1\lbcno L 
PERK.INS, llui;cne P. 
l'ITT'ERS, L:1wrcn~c V. 
PETERSEN. Corl T. 
PETERSON. Harry C. 
PtrrlllSON, Fmnk 
PFEFFER. Walter J. 
PRIU.IPS, Rolph I'. 
PHIPPS, Henry 1'. 
PIERSON, Rohen F. 
PIPKIN, James E. Jr. 
PITTS. Rolond G. 
Plt\ YTER, Fredrick J. 
PlBTKE. Fr•nk T. 
POCRN IGH, Juh11 J. 
l'OEHLING. Gcorge .J. 
POPI!. Ornrlcs W. 
PORTERFIEl.D, Hornor H. 
POUR, Willi:im F. 
PRATI". Syd1><.1• 
PROMO, Gordon E. 
QUE.EL, Frtderick 0 . 
QUIG Lf:Y, Nicholas 
RAICH . Chnrlos 
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RATLIFF, Earl A. 
Rl'.AGAN, Fruncls 1\, 
Rl;DOICK, Cnrl M. 
lll!Dl'ISLD, Omlcs 
RllDJllAN. Elmer I!. 
R EOllfOND, John F. 
llJJED, Noah \VI. 
mms. D:tvid J. 
RllHKOPF, Wendell I'. 
REID, George A. 
ll ESTI VO, F rnnk 
RE1TKER, Russell W. 
RICE, Hollis ll. 
ltlCHMOND, Joy 
RJCM'1'6R, Willimn O. 
R IJlS, John NL 
ll.JllSTER, Earl V. 
RIGG 10. James 
RfMKUS. fr.tnk C 
ROACH, Richard T. 
llOBllRT A, Joho R. 
ROCCO, Arm:indo 
RODARMEL, Chades A. 
llOl:SO-L Henry \VI. 
ROGllRS. lWQld H. 
ROGllRS, Virgil H. 
ROHRMAN, Fred H. 
ROHWEDDER. Archur J. 
ROMAN, T.ouis S. 
ROOS. Edward J. 
ROSE, John 1.. 
ROSS, Leu1de< J'. 
ROSSO, Roberr 
ROTll, Andrew \'ii. Jr. 
ROUTT, Hnrold E. 
ROWLAND, Leon H. 
nuo,1, w .. hcr 
RUGGLESS, Alge.uo M. 
n UONA, Hayword D. 

RUSS ELL, Gerold ll. 
RUTKOWSKI, R11ymo11d S. 
R Ul'l.EDGE, Jl,1J ph "\YI". 
RYAN.John R. 
RYAN, Thom.as "A". 
SAABYE, G<ori;e J. 
SACHEROFF, Herber< 
SAMPSON, Mkhocl 
SANCES, Nichol:1s J, 
SAUERS, Jes.'ie 
SAURO,Dominkk A. 
SCHAEFER, Ger:ard J. 
SCH Al.LER, Philip C 
SCHAROINE, TI1omos E. 
SOtllEPER, G<"r!!e C. 
SCHJESZER. John ll. 
SCMMADEKE. Albcrr H. 
SCHMO'TZ, Pem J. 
SCHMUELUNG. Carl 
SCHNELi., Elmer C. 
SCHNOOBERGl!ll, Donald L 
SCHOOF, Heinrich 
SCHUENZliL, Alfred D. 
SCHUETZ, Henry A, Jr. 
SCHutz. George J. 
SCHWARTZ. Willi•m E. 
SCOTT, Emesr A. 
SCOTT, w; llard T. 
SllADROOK, Edward M . 
Sl!LBY, l'r:utds J. 
SllRVIS, Harold H. 
SEVERSON. Juhan R. 
SEXTON, Leo E. 
SEXTON, LeRoy 
SHAW, William C. 
SHAY, WWiam S. 
SHELL, Willi:1m M. 
SHI!IUlON, George H. 
SHOAF, Oi;rks R. Jr. 

SMUMATll. Floyd R. 
SICKLES, Albert 11. 
SlL VER, Oscnr "F". Sr. 
SIMONSON, J•me. D. 
SIMPSON, Donold P. 
SKJNN, Paul H. 
SI.ACK, Charles I'. 
SLIKKllllS, 1 .. slic V. 
SMALL, AlbmW. 
SMllllUD. Edmund 0. 
SMITH, Bluford J. 
ShOTH. Em<-sc I.. 
SMlTH. Frank M. 
SMJTH, George M. 
SMITH, RO)' T. 
SMITH, William A, 
SMITH. William P. 
SOLEMAN, l.c:o H. 
SOMMER. Elmer F. 
SORENSEN, George D. 
SPAUl.DJNG, Clt111s D. 
SPHERS, Willinm 
SPJCER, Willi11m ll. 
SPIO.MJ\N, Terry L. 
SPROUT. Morvin F, 
STAATS. Michael A. 
STADLER. S.rnuol D. 
STACK. Jobo J. 
STAMJ..MAN, Cl:1rc11cc G. 
STJ\lLCOP, Ch11rlcs E. 
STANLEY, Mnrvin D. 
ST Ai'ITON. Jomes L 
ST ARK. Alors N . 
ST ARK. Elmer 
STAR.KEY, Charles 1\ , 
STEELE, D:111icl L. 
STEELF., Robert H 
STEFUNICH, George 
STEPANICK, Richard J. 
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STEPHENSON, Har.ry N. 
STEVENSON, Oiarles Jl. 
STEVENSON, Dorsey S. 
S1'J!W ART. hfarvty M, 
STEWART, lester E .. 
STONE, Ftank I . 
STRADTMAN. James E. 
STRANA ~[1\.N, Morris M. 
STREU. lldwocd Ii. 
SUCHl.AND, .Herman S. 
SUENDl!ll, Williom R. 
SUUIV AN, Patric!; J. 
SUMhi.IlRS, Frederick C. 
SUTfil.A. Frederic P. 
S\\71:liNEY, Aloysious 
SWEN.SON. f:dwnrd F. 
swu:rr, Word c. 
S2U\DO, Joseph 
SZCZERBA. Bnmo L 
TALBOTI,Jlobm L 
TAMlLLO, William R. 
TA NSK!, 1'fell'in L 
TAR1'\IOWSKt Kasmir J. 
TtlR\rrN, Wt1lrcr 0. · 
TA YLOl'l, Cnmec0'1 G. 
'J'A YLOR, Clifford H. 
TAVLOR, Gerolll R. 
TAYLOR, Hru:cy 
TA Yf.OR. Har.ry Il. 
TllMl'Lll, Robctr R. 
TEMl'tnTON, H:trr)' 
TllNJ\GllA, T. J, 
TERR.EU, WilLium l·L 
TESSIER, Joseph .E. 
'rl!T .ER, !lo)' IL 
Tl:Z13liR, .Joseph 
THAI.ER. '11to111as A. 
Tl-JAltP, Jolin H. 
THOMAS, Ilenco11 E. 
11-IOMPSON. James E. 

TH01'fPSON1 John 
THOMPSON, Rnl(<i1 \'(I. 
THOMPSON, Uoy C. 
TILLl'TSON, Swnyne G. 
T!MMh'lS, Frnak I . 
TINGLE, Elmer K. 
l'IPTON "'" ll . ·' TlTILll, Thomos H. 
TOWNSEND, Willi.nn R. 
TRAVER, James C. 
TRIMARCO, Tbom;s £!. 
TRUDZ!l\ISKJ, Woicer A 
TU FfS, Gulron ~R. 
TUlNl!NGA, John 
TURGEON, Hec1or j . 
TURNER, Rob<orr E. 
TORNEll, TI101nti.s l·lt 
TWEEDY, Oscar F, 
TYLKA,Jobn 
UJUEJ.\,Al.L, William J. 
VtlNUl!RSTm., Gcr:itd I.. 
VANl.lSlJ\.Nl, 01orlcs H. 
V ANZO, Turin P. 
VARNER, Jiunes G. Jr. 
VASHON, ~farloo H. 
VERCELLONE, l\facio J, 
VINCENT, Philip G. 
VOtDL'N, ti 11brcy E. 
VI.ACM, J•mes J. 
VLADf:FF, Don:tld G. 
VOLLAND; Willi:tm 11f 
VRQ01'LlN, Harry L 
\VAGNER, Jobn R 
WAKllN. Kcnncrh W. 
\'<7tlT.Kf:R, Dwiglir ]. 
W Al.KER, ll~no A. 
WALL, Duni<I P. 
\XI A.I.LACE, Bernard L 
\VI ALLACE, Owles E. Jr. 
\VI AJ~TllNBA UGH, Perry W. 

W 1\SSON, Cl:iy 
\VI A '(KINS, Roy J. 
WATSON, Wnlcer \YI. 
W1'613, J\nbur J\·[ 
WllDD!iL, Trviog R. 
WE1 lll!R.G, Tho<>dore Il. Jr. 
\\7El:NBER.Glil\, Saul 
WENCEL,Juo T. Jr. 
\VENDfilJ<EN, Gc~r);t T, 
\V/liSOLOWSKT, 01 ro C. 
\VllSTMAN, Roy E. 
Wl·U'.lll.OCK, Joseph "A'\ 
\o/ICKl.fFr, Srcpheo T. 
wmci<, Rnrl R. 
WILBER, George 11. 
WILCOX, Delmer IL 
WILHllLM, Casper 'S. 
\VII.I.I.AMS, fa1geoe D. 
\\i'IU.JAMS. I.ob R. 
WO.Lf,\MSON, l·hrold J. 
'\'(111.SON, 0.rence I', 
Wlf..SON, John G. 
WJLSON, W:tlter I . 
WINTER, tlrban 0 . 
WITTHOOIT, Wiiiiam M. 
wonowrct., Josc.ph r. 
WOLOSZYNEK, Mnx A. 
\~t.OOD, LeeRoy Sr. 
WOODHULL, Nnchan 1'. Jr. 
WOODWARD, Edwin L 
wOOLS. Corlio 
WOR'rl-IY, O;wlcl O. 
WRAGG, George A. 
WYATT, Roberr S.. 
'COST, i\Jberc \'il. 
YUSI.Ir\. Joseph P, 
Zt\ 1.ESKJ, John F. 
ZtlMllOWS.KI, John A. 
Zl'J'l(t.JS, Joh~ S. 
7-0f..LllR, Josepl1 C.. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

ARNOLD, THEODORE SAMUEL PTR. 3/C 

BYRANT, ORAN EARL c M. 3/C 

KEMP, JOHN ALOYSIUS s F. 1/C 

KUEHN, VERLE ALBERT MM. 1/C 
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LEGEN.D 
In complinnce with orders to active duty, illl hands arrived at Camp Allco, Va., on or about i\ugusc 20, L9-i2, to 

begin .. Boot" m1ining. The Banalion was forml"<I Sepcember 18, 1942, und landed on Guadalctnal and Tulagi, British 
Solomon [slands, December 26, 1942. 

Thus the rransicion from civilian life IO forward area, rombac dutj•, was accomplished io a period of one hundred 
and twenry·scven days. 

[o che fir:;r offensive operations of Unit<.-d Scaces ccoops in World War U, Marines Jandl-d on Guadak-Jnal and 
Tulagi Aui;usc 7, 1942. Tulagl, capirn l of the British Solomon Jslands, was subdued in a mimer of days. Gundalrnnal, 
ninety miles long, thirty miles wide, infested with Japanese and mosquiroes,.covered moscly with drink jungle M d knee­
deep mud, prnvidcd the worst battleground to be found anywhere in tbc Pacific. The light itself is history. By the time 
che 26ch auived, the J:ips had been deared from che vicinity of Lung-J Point, including Henderson Pie.Id. This area was 
bounded on the west by the Mamnikau River, on che c-asc b)' che liu River and varied from a few hun<lr<'<I to a few 
thousand yards from 1he l:x:ach. Koli Poim was also occupied bi• American forces and che coa.sml plain becwetn Lunga 
and Koli was COl'crcd by our paccols. Pigh1ing was acrivc especially ro the Wt'SC of Henderson Field and che ~fnmnikau 
where rhe Japanese were well eocrend1ed and offered srubbocn resismnce. Tn addirion to occasional snipers, chere were 
che regular nighdj• visiis of 'Washing ~Machine Charity" and "Pistol Pe1e" would cue loose wirh his licld gun from che 
hills whenever opportunity offered 

In December, General Patch reliev<i<l General Vanderl,>rifr nnd shortl y chereafcer, using combined Acmy a nd 
Marine forces, Stnrwd the drive w hich pushed the Jnps from rbc islnnd, This drive was completed [lebrunry 1 I, ·1943, 
\vbeo all organiiecl resismnce ceased. 

The 261h Conscruction Uanalioo, twenty-seven officers and nine hundrt-<I sixry-eigbt men s1tong, went ashore che 
day after Chriscmns 1942 to relieve cbe 6th llarmlion. Comp<1ny "D .. was assigned 10 relieve one company of rhe 6 rh at 
Tulagi across the channel. A large scevc..Jore dc1ail was immediately formed and began 1he rask of bringing ashore on 
Guadalcanal the vi1ally needed a,•iacion gasoline aboard an accompanying ship . 

. .-
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The Battalion esmblisbed irs camp on che 6 th B:t[talion's camp site jusc north of Henderson Ficld. AU nctivicies of 
the 6th were taken over immediate ly nfccr landing. All hands were needed on l>rojc-ccs ncccssaty for driving the Japanc-se 
from the islnncl. Ltving conclicions were primitive in rhe urmost. Cf)ow was prepared i11 an abandoned Jap galley. The 
only impro~emen.t made ar this time was a six-uqit shower in che conscructicm of which empty gasoline ~rums were used. 
This being the rainy season, rhe camp area remained a conscanc m ud bog whi le fox-hok'S became natural water ho les. 
Mosquito control had only begun ond of all che prevalem<liseases, malaria rook, by for, rhcgrt'llcesuoll of men. Evacuations 
dccimatt>d rhe B:malion rapidly those fi rst few months. In March. living condirions were greatly improved when die 
Barmlion moved co a new camp area. Lace in September, a n open-air rhearrc comprising a smgc with moving picture 
scrL'Cn and coconuc logs for seats was ready for operation. A schedule of stage entertainmen ts plus latest av:Ulable motion 
pieturt'S provided needed celaxation. 

As die Bactalion's work progress<.'<I on Tufagi and Guadalcanal, decad1ments of men were sent 10 Nugu, Malaira, 
and Munda in che New Georgia group ro carry ouc furthec assignments. 

.By August. Company " D" had completed all its projeru o n Tulngi and in large groups moved to Guadalcanal and 
rcjoi nt>d the rt'St of the Battalion. 

Long and loud was cbe cheering when, in the last week of November. olliciu l orders were received affecting rhe 
crnnsfer of the 26ch co chc United Sr.ues. A Senbt'C Maintenance <Lnit arriye<I and cook over the vnrious work projecrs. 
There were no scragglers when rhe order was given ro embark on December l I th. The Jong sea journey began the 
following morning and no regrets were expressed when rbe Solomon lslancls faded away in che dismnce. The cransporr 
docked at n west coast pore on December 31. l943, and al l hands wert: Stationed at Camp Parks nearby. Tben followed 
cl1e Jong awaired reward for a job well done-rhircy days leave-HOME AT LAST. 

I 
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CHRONOLOGY 

There follows a list of the percinenc daces concerning the history of the Batralioo: 

August 21, 1942 . 
September 18, 1942 
Occobcr 10·15, 1942 
Occober 17, 1942 
October 20, l 942 . 
Ocrober 30, 1942 . 
November 3, 1242 
November 27, l942 
November 28, 1942 
December 4, 1942 . 

December 10, 19.42 
December 20, L942 
December 26, J 942 

December 11, 1943 
December 12, 1943 
December 31, 1943 

"Boot" training began ar Camp Allen, Va. 
Batralioo orgaoizarion completed and transfer ro Camp Bradford, Va. 
Five.day-Jeave. 
:Boarded trains ar Camp Bradford. 
Arrived at Advance Base Depot, Guliporr, Miss. 
Boarded rraios at Gulfport. 
Arrived at Camp Rousseau, Pore Hueneme, CaliL 
Boarded ship. 
Sailed from California. 
Crossed cquacor. Elaborate King Neptune ceremonies hdd. All hands initiated 
as Shellbacks. 
Arrived at Noumea, New Caledonia. 
..Boaxded ship and shoved off. 
fancied on Guadalcanal and Tttlagi. 

Boarded ship. 
Sailed from Guadalcanal bound for rbe United Scares. 
Arrived in California and siationed at C~mp Parks, Calif. 



WEATHER 

The following smtisrics were compik'<I from official Navy and Marine Aerologic:il dam, also Army 
weat.her observations at Henderson Fie I cl: 

Highest rempcracure rccorded-96 degrees Fahrenheit. 

I.owesr cemf>Cr:tturc ">corded-68 dcgr~'CS Fahrenheit. 

Average temperature-81 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Average humidity 87 %. 

Tomi prL'Cipimtion--40 inches. 

Note: Approximnccly four inches of min fel l during a period of a few hours during the night of Ma)' 
S-9, 1943. Flood wmcrs inundated a large portion of die 26th Banal ion camp nrca. (Sec flood pictures.) 

-
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AIR RAIDS 
The Bacrnlion underwcnr ics fuse uir-rnid during che d1ird night afwr landing. Tbe Japs had builr Munda Airfield 

on the Nc:w Gcorgin Islands, 185 rniles frorn Henderson field. Tbey also had a seaplane base in ope:rndon at Santa 
Isabella Jslaad jusr fifcy miles away. ln addition, our insrallations were wichin t-asy bombing range of rheir southern 
Boug;iinville air bo.ses abour450 miles co rhe north. Their daylight air :ucncks invariably 1esul1ed in disasccr for them and 
we.re very seldom auempced afrer our fine two months. 11'<.>y seldom missed :rn opporruaity for nighr bombing attacks 
at the Henderson Field area, especially the nights during the full of the moon. The month of Januar)' was especially 
severe as evidenced by cht: recording o( 45 :i leris lasting 5 7 hours, 35 rninm,-s, and resulting io 17 actual bombings. The 
following is a summary of air-raid darn for the 35 0-clay cour of duty on c.hc island as verified br G 2 of chc XTV U. S. 
Army Corps. 

Number of uir-rnid alercs--187. 

Elapsed cime during alercs- 206 hours. 40 minutes. 

Number of alwal bombiogs-68. 

Noce: The number of bombings indicnres separate raids regardless of rhc size of or number of wa\'CS in the a tracking 
force. 

Herewith are derails of a few of the rnids. 

Janunry 14- Surprisc night raJd killed duce men in an Army unir t.11111J> adjnrnnt co our ure;c. Low Aying eoemy 
planes with light.• oo followed our own rt:rurnins bombers. 

Jaauory 15-Surprise night armck when n low flying encuiy plonc dm11pcd :~n anti-personnel bomb in from of Co. 
"C" office. wounding Lt. Mnney, Lr. Srurm and llns. Elkman. 

January 21-22-Alerc sounded at 2235, conrinuing chroughour the night for 7 hours, 10 minutes, while waves oi 
enemy bombers kept coming. 

February 2-During a six-hour nighr Atrack, a bomb landed in che ct.•ncer of our new ,t,"111ey, d<:molishing it com­
pJerelr along with founc-en field rans"'-'· 
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February 4-5-Tbe .loogesi raid lasting 8 hours, 45 minutes. Naval gunfire was beard and an earth tremor shook 
the island about midnight. The sea and air bartle tl1ar bad been raging about tlie island for days was reaGhiog its climax 
and iesulred in the sinking of the cruiser Chicago. 

March 3- 0ne of our ship unloading derails ar Tu lagi, working at ·night under flooillights, waS' bombed, bur no 
casualties resulted. 

April 7-Two ships wirb unloading details from the 26tb aboard were horn bed in a dayllghr attack off Koli Point. 
Tht'O<loreArnold, Prr 3/ c of Co. "B''," wa5 killed in action. A communkatioos crew from Co. "D" was laying a submarine 
cable across Tulagi Harbor when a dive-bombing atrack developetl. All hands reached cover safely although the acrion 
a< Tulagi was incense; many enemy planes were downed. 

June t·6- The largest daylighc raid. One hundred rwenry enemy bombers and fighters swarmed over the island, 
and ninety-four were raporced destroyed. Dive bombers passed low over our camp and arrnckecl an LST offshore, scoring 
three direct hies aod setting the cargo afire. The ship was heached near our camp and a fire-party from the Barallion 
assisted ia putting out the fire :1nd rescuing some of the ship's personnel. Members of rhe fire-party wcei~ved citations 
from Admiral Halsey. 

September 2 i-Two large enemy hombers were pickl'C! up in rhe lights just south of our area. Night Ctghccrs 
shot both down fo Jlames 'viihin a period of a few minutes. 

Oetober 11- Two ships anchored off Koli Point were coqiedoed by eoemy plaoes. John C. Dods, SK l / c, was 
11board, checking incoming supplies for the Baualioa The force of the corp'edo explosion knocked Doils ovc(board and 
he was rescued from the water by a nearby barge; 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION 

Privu1ry Road1 • 

Sceomlary R"'"" -

35.4$ miles of 30' 1040' in widch road, 6" ro I' of coral or run 
of bank river grovel used 115 \Ve:t.ring coursc. 

20.50 miles of 20' 10 30· roods, ooa-surfaced. 

Rc111rfad111: of Rtw/, - 6.50 miles of hard >'Urfaced ro>ds have bttn resh•p<'<I and 
ne\\' \\'¢aring ('0UrSe of smvel placed. 

Tt1·~111y·fn11r (24) milt1 v/ r1bt1vo f'Qlrds .tre p;drolltJ (1y b/11;/e 1111:1llll1Jtft>J111ry tt!p;1irJ rtlt11hi, 

Grt11li/1g (other ch:m ro:1ds) CcunSoPac area- I ncre, Servkc command Supply Oump-
50 ncrc.s, Navy Sah1ngc Ou1np-3 :i.cn.:s, Torpedo i:ind Ord­
nance l'\1'asazines-J4 covered, approxirnaccly 6,500 cubic 
yards: Kukum Bead1 LST londing area. 

BRIDGES 

Nctu ConJlr11ctio11 10 bridges co1tstn1etcd \\lirh a loral of J, 12.S l.ineal feet 
Average widcb 24 fcc1, 

Rt:cfJ11.rtrtfctio11 - 3 bridges rcbuiJc ahcr rtood dnmasc~ 'vi th 1.1 totnl of 650 lineal 
feet. Average ' vidrh 24 fecr. 

Repair IQ Declu - 5 bridges hove bcc:n mlc<:kcd wicb • ioml nr ~44 lineal fttL 

3 bridges have hod rrving gr.uing pl>ced .. wcoring surfucc; 
12,878 $q. fc. ....... 

Under Con1lrN-ctio11 • • • l bridge ext<..'11Sion~ 750 lineal feet roraJ scntcturc; repair and 
stre-ngrhen old scnterurc. 

CULVEHTS 

9.603 lineal feet of culvert. rnnnufuctured from di.scnrdt:d oil d rums. have been placed on 
high,vny consuucriQn. 

GRA YEL AND CORAL PIT OPERATIONS 

Gm•cl Pits 191,423 cubic prd• of mn<erial loaded aml lm1Jed. 

Cor11/ Pill - - • • • • 88,990 cubic yard< or m:ucriol looded ond hnulcd. 

DOCKS AND MAJUNE RAlLWAY 

.1fr11ry Dock - -

EllJ/ Army D<>e/t. - . - -

37'x68' suucrurt using 36 pilesomd 4" double deck . 

-13'x2LO' SUllcture using 88 pilt!S, 26 piles driven to form 
dolphins, single deck consuuaion. 



DOCKS AND MARINE RAJ1.WAY 

Army Dock. #4 
/(11ilr0<ttl Dock 

1:;,,g~r Pier - . - · • 
K11ftN111 Pier Rel dining IY' 411 

1tr111y Dock 811lkh~1ul 

ANCHORS (Boac Pool) 

12' x40' su-ucturc-no pilc:s. 

t 2'x30' Struccure using coconut log foun<l:uf<>n, till m:rde wich 
s:llldbags, ere. 

40'x24' suucmrc. 280 pilcJ used. 
Conscrocced of 2'x2'x2' concrete precut blocks. w.n is 2· 
widc:ac base, 4' high wirh 4" concrececap. 120' in lcngch. 

560 coconur piles driven w focm bulkhcoJ of approxill1'lcely 
570 lineal feet. 

180' Marine railw<1y for beaching 50' "-•nk lii;hrcrs. 720 lineal 
feet of I2"xJ2 .. tlrnbc:r, 68 piles driven tc) un CX~Ct gt;lde. 
nnd L2 piles driven co form 4 dolphins. 

J00-2Y, 'x2Y,'x2~' concre<c •nrhors poured, rompk« wich eye bolr and 3 f<cc of chain. 

6" GUN liMPLACEMENTS (JslnnJ X) 
Prepare site :lnd pour t\VO (2)-20' in diamecer, 3' in dcpch concrete bases for 6" gun 
n1ouncs. Clean, transport and place t\vO 6'. gun mount$ tand tube-s, 

RAILROAD 
"Guacblcan:il·Boog.Unville-Tokyo Railro:ld" -6.443.5 line:tl f«-< of railro.td ronsuuC<cd. 
includin8 sub grade, bo1dng cross rir."S co rail, insmlling sidings, switches. SJ>U~ crossings, 
bumpers :ind plncing in opcracion seven (7) days afc.er """of work. 

FUEL SYSTEM 

Tm1k1 - • - - • • • 2-10,000 bbl. Avgawline ranks, 
9- t,000 bbl. Avg;uoHne ronks, Henderson. fii;h1cr #I 

and/2. 
5- L,OOObbl.A"i:.oasolinc c:mksXoli Poinr. 
I- l.OOObbl.A''8'J>Oline rank replaced bomb dam.rged, 

Fighcer 12. 
>- 250 bbl A vga$0linc r:1nks, 
I- t,OOObbl.Diesel ronk 
1- 10,000 bbl. Mocor Gasoline Tank. 

I 

\ 
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Pll>E LINES 

BOOSTER PUllfPS 

RACKS (Drum and Truck Filling) 

BULK PLANT OPERATIONS 

TI.JNNELS 

SHJP UNLOADING DETAIL 

55<>" or 2" pipe 
105· nr l " pipe Koli Poin~ 

2.680' of 4" pipe Diesel Fuel Sysicm 
1,602' of 4" pipe Kuti Poinr, 

18.900' of 4" pipe 
1.02}' of 6" pipe Koli Poinr 

280' or 6" spiral pipe 
370' or 6" Oexibk hose 

1.490' of6" submMinc line 

27.002' 

2 lloo51cr pumps-Henderson 
2 Boosrer pumps :1nd \\':ucr scgreg;uors Henderson 
1 Uoosrcr pump Koli Point 
l Booster pum1>11nd '\\litrcr segreg:itor Koli Point, 
l Boo.~ter pump and cl:iri6c:r Diesel i:·ucl Sys-rem. 

I Dnun looding rock. 
I Orum l(>:iding rack Koli 
g Drurn unJon<lins r.1cks 
] Drun1 unloading r::u.:k Koll 

IOTruck fillingplaiforms. 

15,925t909 gaUoas g::tsolint rccejved fro1n c:iakers. 
13,693. ('14 gnllons gasolioc bnndlccl and dispersed, 
4,650.000 gallons gasoline dispensed from drums. 

Titter (;) Major runnds consrruaed. 
574 cubic vards of coral and rock exrnv:uion. 

70 cubic Yards concrete useJ in dt:ck :uld curbs. 

107,550 ions of misccllruicnus <'OrJ,,>0 unlooJe<I from 15 ships in <he pc1iod from January I, 
1943. to M•y 1, 1943. 

BUILDINGS Cllrccred mul ConsrrucrcJ) 

1\f,1jor Sfr11c111rc1 .. 

SA \VMILL AND LOGGING 

St1til111i/J 

127 buiklings from 16'xl6' to 20'x60' including Quonset 
and Str:1ns,eeL 
32 builclings, be:Jds, ~•c.; 14 foxholes. 

902.759 RM of lumbel' si1wed, sizes from 12"xl2" timbers 
co ditnensional lurnbc:r. 
J,994 Notive timber pilt" cur and h.•uled in lengths 20' ro 40' 

57 Noiivc timber piles cur and hauk-d in lf1'1&'lhs 4f rn 90'. 
407 Coconur piles cm ond hauled in lengrhs20' ro 35 '. 

1,690 Native logs «it 1tnd hauled '° mill S' ro 40' in lcns rh, 
8" co 4" in di:1mete,r. 

40 Noriv< Jogs cut and hauled for rdephone poles 25' in 
30' in lcngrl• 

I 

' 
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SA WMlLL AND LOGGING-(Co1Jti111ml) 

Special logging . - · -

ICE PLANT 

following were cut for Rndio MO$tS, Sign~ ere:. 
32 Nntivc Jogs 18' 10 60' in lcngrh, 
8 Nocive loi;s 70' in length, 
2 Norive Jogs 90' in length. 

O(ll'f11tia11 '/'oio Ice Plt1111 - Produced 563.300 lbs. nf ice, 281.65 cons. 
Afaincenance-service c.aU.s co ttefcrs for all Island units. 

POWER GENERATOR. LINES, MAINTENANCE 

Jlf JJ /\1 Potver /4()11.1e No. I, 
No. 2 · · - - -

l11.lf11/lt:d 1111tl 11ft1i11111i11ed 

Gc11v1'11Jio11-24-Hn11r Bt11i1 

MUNDA 
(Q«ilrter.1 Co111N11t &1Jcs-

M•inrain and operate on 14-bour basis 2 power houses. 
l ncreas<d oucpm from 54 KW to 240 KW. 

47 miles of prim:llj' nnd secondnry lines, 
10,000 fr. of lighting 011 Fighcer HI. nil condufr, fixnues, ere. 
12,000 k of lighting on Henderson, •II conduit. lixtur~ ere:. 
4,000 fL of wood conduit Fighter lf2. 50-tights comple1c. 

11 ,600 ft. of wood conduir. 

1-75 K\'\I gcner:11or Henderson Field. 
2-75 KW generators NncB= Radio Tunnel 
2-75 KW gcntmors N.O.B, 
1-75 KW gcner.tor Fighter l!I. 

l'orward 11'"'1) - • - 9,000 fr. secondary road pioneered and conscruct<'d, 
9-Tents complccc \Virh deck, screening, ecc.1 
I-Mess and Galley, 

Nt'C<ssnry fumirure -.md fittings. 

.MALAJTA 

Transported t..-quip1ncnr, ope.racor5, ,sa1lc)' and .supplies to Island of ~lalaitn. 
Consuuctoo 2 mil<!s of 30-k Ro:idw•y. 

RADIO STATIONS 

l1/a11tl ~rr1n111ui11e,, Ereetcd2-UO' masrs (N3<ive <imbc:r) 
.)-80' rmscs (Na<ivc cimbcr) 
2-70' masts (Creosott-d pile•) 
4-Fnune bJ<lg$., concrere foundarions ;iod decks. 
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RADIO STATIONS 

8/nq;/y K11o/I-

l.s/1111(/ Co,,1111a11J - - · 

SALVAGE \\'/ORK ON SHIP 

RiJpuir.r 1J/111r E·11-e-111y / lctiou 

AIRPORTS 

Erected 2-140° ID35U (Native timber and prefubril":lred 
r.idio Towers) 

1-120' mosr ( Creosored piles, lashed and bolrt<l \. 
3-110' O'lllStS " " " ' ' " 
l-105' masr 
1-IOO'm:ur 
6- (,(,' masu 
2-Coocrerc founda1ion, bc:wy pr<fubricared build· 

iogs. 
1- Frnmc building. 

lirecred 2--<lo· m•scs-s:llvaged from J11panesc <rc05ored 
RodioMns.rs. 

Ertetcd 3-70' =• (N.ri,·e timber). 

Preparnrion of St<-el p:uch to cover hole in hull, l l pc.-,. or­
dered; rhis was decbn<l unn«<$S:U)' airer $hip was lightened. 
151 pb1c wo.s screngthtncd by 3*x5"xV.t" angle iron, sp:iced 
on 5' center :ind. placc..'<I bec,vccn deck scrongbacks. 
Carso of lumber \V:'IS sccurt.-cl and ship tO\vC::d co Purvis Bay. 
Maierfol ""<l- J,30<) sq. fr. 15# pla1c. 

230 lineal leer 3"x5"xYI!" angle. 
900 pounds of -i\r • rod. 

Total nllln hours expcnded-501. 

Supervision, equi1>1ncnt, nnd men ai<lt.-d in consuuction ond maiotenan~~ of: Henderson 
Field, l 'ii;h<tr 11 1, Fighrcr 112, Carney l'icld. 

TULA GI 

PO\\'IER-
/\f tti11t(Ji11 and 0 pertf/e 3-7 ~ K \V Diesel <lri vtn geoerarors. 

l - 50 K\'(f Diesel drivcn,generaror. 
Original lood of 35 KW increased ro 175 KW. 

l11J1alled · .. · · · 5,000 (r. of rn•isceJ p:\ir 0\1Ct.head, 
5,500 (c, of nvisred 1>:dr underwarer. 

22,000 fc. of 2x3 p~ir line, 
3.200Ir.of114 wire in 3·phnse 4-wireovcrhead sys1<·n1. 
4,500 ft. of lead covered c.ble, 
9,000Ei.of16 wire overhead, 
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TULAGf 

POWER-(Co1tti1111ed) 
2,000 (~of i/3 Conduccor #.6 power wire, 

·16,750 ft. of "U' distriburion "'ire unden'·~1tcr1 
55,000fr. ofW· llO Anuy field wire, 
6,000 f(. of_ground and ove1hend \Vire relocnted, 

60~000 fr. of additional \\'ite expended on various i>roject'S. 

158.950 fc. 

TELEPHONE AND COMMUNICATIONS-

/111tr1llcd • - - - - 7 cxcbaoge rrunk lines, 
4 crunk Iiacs, 

62 uacfe~v:uer line.~ teH'ncc.-d -using 6 l Jnilcs of '"ire. 
12 rniles of overhe-ad 'vi re, 

230.000 Ir. of W·l10 Anui• field wire, 
240,000 fr. of 3 'virc #10 srnu1d submariae cable and fittings. 
All oecessnry $\vitchboards, relephon·es.t etc, for above Jines. 

J\l11i11te1i1111cc • - - ~faintained 24-hr. service oo :l.bo,·e S}'~tcJ'nS, 

W 1\TER SYSTF.M­

Opm11C- - - - -

IV•%· . . . - - • 

S1orr1ge - - - - -

8- 250 ,l,'!ll. per hr. Oeaverbrook distillacion unirs-24-hr. 
per d~1y b:tsis. 

8-650 b~I. per hr. Proporrion<.'Cr _puri1icarion unirs-.J 2·hr. 
per day· basis. 

1-2s· well dug. 
1- 26' well dug. 
1-46' well dug extended 10 120-fc. depch by drilling. 

J0- 15,000 bbl. wood smve canks, 
2- 3,000 bbl. woodscave caoks, 
2- 5,000 bbl. wood sr"vc ranks, 
I- 700 bbl. sceel rook, 
l - Dam cQnscrucred ro impound 70.000 gallons of surface 

\\!arer. 

Piping - - - - - l,500fr.of2Y, .. pipe, 
2,500 fL of 4" pipe 
3 ,800 fr. of oy,·· pipe 
l,20{) fc. of miscellaneous pipe1 'vi th :ill necess:lt)' .firrings. 

FIRE SYSTEM (S:ilcWacer ) -

l11Jt11ll and Oper11Jc • • l,000 fc. of4'. force main pipe, 
3 h)•clr:1ntson abovc Jiae, 

200 fr. of 4"' subnlcrg<.-d suction pipe, 
l tue pump unit. 



TIJLAGL-(Co1t1im1e1l) 

GASOLJNE SUPPLY J\VGAS-SASAPI 

2-l,00-0 bbl. gas ranks with finings, 
l,800 fc. of 4· welded pipe, 

l-~{arine serv.ice area, 
2-Fueling-areas, 
l-\"(la{e.r segrcgaror insr:,lf:icion. 

RADIO COMMUNICATION S T UNNEL-

1-55 fr. runnel, 256 cu. ydt. of solid rock cxc•vation. timber ood lumber sidow:ul ond 
roof construccion.. 

SA \\7?>111.L-

200,000 BM of lumber sow«! in• 5·tnOmh opcratioo pc<iod. 

GENER.AI. CONSTRUCTION-

H<1l1cr Fiult! - • • . 

l·lospi!ttl Cub # I • • · 

N.0./J. Offican Qtrs. 

LCTCamp -

Sig11al Tourer-

2:; clmber d<i:ks 24' x60' foe native huts, 
7 bid.gs. IO'xl2' co 40'x90' in size, indudins Solley 

mcsshalls, ere. 
6 Quoosec Inns er<."Ct<..>d, 
6 bldgs. i11 sizes from 20'x20' to 40'xl00' 

g:tl le)·S~ rn~sshaJJs, etc. 
A IJ connected b)' covered pas~gc\\IA)'S. 

2 bldi;s. 20' x20' 
I bids. 20'x60' Sunnsteel, 
2 bld8". remodcl<-d, 

20bldgs. 16'xl6' •nd under. 

4 Quonset huts. 
I 20'x20' s-Jlcy. 

l-4·S<ory 20'xl0' si,grul 10»i:r. 

~USCEU.ANEOUS DETAl.LS-

6-8' ,Pipe b:illards inS<olkd. 
L-10 x50' picc conscrumd on cockfoll, 

48- 20' piles drlven -and capped \virh con<.'rcre co for-m bases for 2-6,800 c:u. fr. reefers-, 
2-40mm. L- 20mm, 1-50 cal. nnd 2-30 c:il. gu.ns insmlled nod mnnned when 

neces~1ry. 

Nun1crous pieces of furnirure for officc.•s, ccc. 
Dead! of men supplied to Ship Re1.iir Unit and ]Yf' Boat Repair. 

NOTE: Cornp:any "D '" of the 'f"1cn1y-sixth U. S. N3\•aJ Construction Barr:tlion \ VOS 
scocioned on Tulagi from J"nuary I st uocll September 13, 19·i3. 



LETTERS OF COMMENDATION 

HEADQUARTERS X·IV ARMY CORPS 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF'ORNIA 

25 February 1943 

Lt. Comdr. C. A. Frye, 
26th Construction Battalion 

(Thru Channels) 

·111y d.ear Commander Frye : 

This is to express my appreciation of the 
help given by you and your splendid organization 
in the preparation of the new camp for this head­
quarters , at a time. when I know you were operating 
under a very considerable burden of other work. 

It has been a constant source of vronder to 
me how one unit could ~ossess so many skills and 
accomplish such a huge amount and variety of work , 
all at the same time, and under the existing dif­
ficulties of wecither, inade.quate equipment, and 
heavy traff i ·c. 

I especially wish to commend the spirit of 
cooperation that pervades ~our whole command, 
which on more than one occasion during the recent 
tactical operations, was of inestimable value to 
our united effort . 

Cordially, 

A. M. PATCH 
Major General U. s. Army 

Commanding 
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HEADQUARTERS X IV C O,RPS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERA.L 

ll May 1943 

Lieutenant Commander c. A. Frye 
Commanding 26th Construc.tion Battalion 
(Thru Commander Naval Bases Solomons ) 

Dear Commander Frye: 

Since my arrival here, I hav·e be.en muoh 
impr essed with t he very effective cooperation that 
you and the 26th Construction Battalion have 
offered' this headquarters in the development of 
this base. 

The speedy action of your unit in saving the 
bridges across the Lunga and Tenaru Rivers during 
the last flood bespeaks a commendable attention 
to business by a well-organized and smooth­
functioning team and it has been an invaluable 
contribution to the general good of the entire 
island, particularly at this time when the uninter­
rupted flow of traffic is of vital importance. 

Noteworthy also is the alacrity with which 
your unit volunteered its s ervices for installing 
the new gun battery, a work of consid.erable 
difficulty and importance . 

I desire to e:iqiress to you and your splendid 
organization my appreciation of the efforts you 
h.ave made and are making in furthering our common 
cause. 

Si ncerely, 

O. IY. GRISWOLD, 
Major General, U. S. Army 



CITATIONS 

SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

OF THE UNfT£0 STATES PACIFI C FL E·ET 

HEADQUARTERS OF T t-4E COMMANDER 

Pl5/ (05A) 
Serial: 2877 18 August 1943 

From: The OolDDlander South Pacific Area and 
South Paoif i c Force. 

To The Commanding Officer, TWENTY-SIXTH 
Construction Battalion . 
(Less enclosure B. ) 

Subject: Awards - Forwarding of, 

Enclosures : (A) Thirteen Commendations. 
(B) Copy of CO 26th CB ltr. EF13-50/ Pl5/ 

OB26 CAF(elm) Serial 212 of July 17, 
1943 . 

1. The Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Paci.fie Force has made the following awards to the 
below l isted individuals in recognition of their 
valorous actions: 

COMMENDATION 
GEARHART, J, T. Ensign, U.S.N.R. 
TOWLE, Arnold G., CCM, U.S . N. R. 
GORMAN, Earnest E., CCM, U.S.N .R. 
NUERNBERGER, William 0., MMlc, U.S.N.R. 
FERRO, Theodore, Ml.Ile, U.S.N.R. 
EXNER, Walter G. , SF3c, U. S. N.E . 
SCOTT, Ernest A., WT2c, U. S.N.R. 
ALBERT, Thomas K. , Flc, U. S.N.R. 
THOMPSON, James Robert, CMlc, U.S.N.R. 
BRINN, Edward J , , CM2c , U.S.N. R. 
STEELE, Robert H. , MM2c , U.S . N.R. 
DOELL, Donald C. , CM3c , U. S.N.R. 
MEYER, Richard W., MM2c, U.S . N. R. 

2 . It is req.uested that the Commanding Officer 
make the presentation with appropriate ceremony. 

3 . I n the event any of the recipients have been 
transferred from your command, it is requested t)lat 
the awards be forwarded to his present commanding 
officer for presentation . 

4. The Chief of Naval Personnel is notified of 
these awards by copy of this letter . 

Copy to : 
BuPers 
CinCPac (Less encl. (B)) . 

J . F. SBAFROTH 
Deputy Commander 
South 1'acific 



SOUTH PACI F IC F'ORCE 

OF THE UNITEO STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF TH E COMMANDER 

The Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force takes pleasure in commending 

~:::::-~='"1-!(N~a~m~e~)=======• UNITED STATES NAVAL 
RESERVE for service as set forth in the 
following 

CITATION 

"For meritorious devotion to duty under 
adverse circumstances following the bombing 
of a large landing craft by Japanese air 
forces in the Solomon Islands area on June 16, 
1943. (Name) , with complete 
disregard for his own safety, went aboard the 
burning craft after it had been abandoned and 
by determined and courageous action was able to 
materially assist in bringing the fire under 
control. Despite the intense heat and 
continuous explosions he persisted in his 
efforts and as a result the vessel was saved 
from total destruction. His conduct was in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Naval Service.• 

W. F. HALSEY, 
Admiral, U. S. Navy 



Pl5/ (05A) 

SOUT'H PACIFIC FORCE 

OF THE UNITED STA"rES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COM,...ANOER 

lA September 1943 

Serial 4198 

From : 

To 

The Commander South Pacific Area and 
South Pacific Force. 

The Commanding Officer, TWENTY- SIXTH 
Construction Bat talion . 
(Less encl . (B)) . 

Subject : Awards - forwarding of . 

Enclosures: (A) One Commendation. 
(BJ Copy of 00 26th C.B. ltr . EF13-50/ 
Pl5/ CB26 over CAF(elm) serial 211 
dated July 17, 1943. 

1. The Cominander So·uth Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force has made the following award to the 
below listed individual in recognition of his 
valorous action: 

COW.lENDATION 
WAKEM, Kenneth William, MM2c, USNR. 

2. It is req,uested that presentation be made by 
the ColDJJlanding Officer with appropriate ceremony. 

3 . In the event the recipient has been 
transferred from your command, it is requested 
that the award be forwarded to his present 
Commanding Off icer for presentation . 

4 . The Chief oi' Naval Personnel is informed by a 
copy oi' this letter. 

Copy to : 
BuPers 
CinCPac (Less encl. (BJ). 

J . F . SHAFROTH 
Deputy ColDJJlander 
South Pacific 



SOUTH PACt F IC FORCE 

OF' THE UNITED STA,TES PACIFIC Fl..EET 

HEAOQUARTERS OF T HE COMMA N DER_ 

The Oommander South Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force takes pleasure in commending 

KEl'lNETH WILLIAM IV.AKEi.\, MACHINIST' S MATE SECOND 
CLASS, UNITED STATES NAVAL ~ESERVE 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION : 

"For meritorious conduct during an attack 
by Japanese air forces at an advance naval base 
in the South Pacific area on June 16, 1943. 
WAKEM, .after noticing an injured man holding on 
the anchor chain of a large tank landing craft 
which had been bombed and strafed, immediate.ly 
swam to the man and assisted i n his rescue . 
Despite rough water, falling debris, and 
explosions, he persisted with rescue until the 
injured man was brought to safety. His conduct 
was in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the United States Naval Service . " 

IV . F. HALSEY, 
Admiral, u. S. Navy 



Pl5/ ( 06) 

SOUTH PACl~IC FORCE 

OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

HEAOQUART£R5 OF THE'. COMMANDER 

fr 

Serial: 6055 November 7, 1943 

From : The Commander South Pacific Area and 
South Pacific Force . 

To The Commanding Officer, TWENTY-SIXTH 
Construction Battalion. 
(Less eocl. . ( B}} . 

Sub.l ect: Commendations - forwarding of . 

Enclosures: (A) Two Commendations. 
(B) Copy of CO 26th C.B . ltr. EF13-50/ 

Pl5/CB26 over CAF ( elm) dated 
October 10, 1943. 

1. The Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force has made the following awards to 
the below listed individuals in recognition of 
their valorous actions : 

COMMENDATION. 
SWAN, Howard W,, CCM, USNR . 
EATON, James D., CCAI, USNR. 

2. It is requested that the Commanding Officer 
make the presentation with appropriate ceremony. 

3. In the event either of the ,recipients has 
been transferred from your command .• it is requested 
that the award be forwarded to his present 
Commanding Officer for presentation. 

4. The Chief of Naval Personnel is informed of 
these awards by a copy of this letter. 

Copy to : 
BuPers 
CinCPac (Less encl. (B) ) . 

GEO. K. TAYOUN, Jr. 
By direction. 



SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE 

OF THE UNITE.a STATES- PACIFIC FLEET 

HEAOOUARTERS OF THE COMMANOER 

The Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Pacific Force takes pleasure in commending 

JAMES D. EATON, CHIEF CARPENTER'S MATE, 
UNITED STATES NAVAli RESERVE 

HOWARD IV. SWAN, CHIEF CARPENTER'S MATE, 
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE 

for service as set fort~ in t h e following 

CI TAT.ION: 

"For meritorious devotion to duty while 
serving with a naval construction battalion 
in the Solomon Islands area during a bombing 
attack by Japanese air forces o·n February 2, 
1943. When a di.rect bomb hit on the galley 
caused i.t to burst into flames SWAN/EATON, with 
complete disregard for his own safety, lei't 
t he comparative safety of a foXhole while 
the attack was stiU in progress to assist in 
the organization and directi'on of a fir·e 
fighting party which extinguished the flames 
which were i lluminating the camp and thereby 
increasing the probabilities of a second attack 
wit h greater damage to life and property. 
His courageous conduct was in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service." 

W.. F. HALSEY, 
Admiral, u. S. Na vy 
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SOIJTH PACIFIC FOACE 

OF T H£ UNITED ST.ATES PACIFIC FLEE! 

HEA00UART£RS OF THE COMMANDER 

fr 

Serial: 5675 13 October 1943 

From: The Commander South Pacific Area and 
South Pacific Force. 

To : The Officer in Charge, TWENTY-SIXTH 
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion. 

(Less encl. (B)), 

Subjeot: Awards - forwarding of . 

Enclosures : (A) Two Commendations . 
(B) ·Copy of OIO, 26th CB ltr. EF13-50/ 

P/15 CB26 dated 7 September 1943, 

l. The Commander South Pacific Area and South 
Paoitio Force has made the following awards to 
the below listed men in recognition of their 
valorous actions : 

.COMMENDATION 

REDMOND , J. F. , Gunner ' s mate l / c, USNR. 
COWIN, R. C., Carpenter's Mate 2/ c, USNR. 

2. It i s re~uest ed that the Commanding Officer 
make the presentation with appropriate ceremony. 

3. In the event either of the recipients has 
been transferred from your command, it is requested 
that the award be forwarded to his present 
CoDJlDanding Officer for presentation. 

4. The Chief of Naval Personnel is infor med of 
these awards by a oopy of this letter. 

Copy to : 
BuPere 
CinCPac (Less encl. (BJ). 

C. J. STUART, 
By direction 
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SOUTH PACIFIC FO-RCE 

OF THE UNITED STATES PACIFrc FLEE"T 

HEADQUARTERS OF TH E COMMANDER 

The Commander Sou.th Pa.cific Area and South 
Pacific Force takes pleasure in comniending 

R. C. COWIN, CARPENTER'S MAT,E SECOND CLASS, 
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE 

J. F. REDMOND, GUNNER'S MATE FIRST CLASS, 
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE 

for service set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For· meritorious action and devotion to duty 
while serving with a construction Battalion 
operating in the Solomon Islands area on August 
17, 1943. On this date, REDMOND/COWIN without 
hesitatio.n or regard for his own personal 
safety, dove into the sea and assisted in the 
rescue o·f a shipmate who was near exhaustion 
and in danger of drowning. Eis courageous 
conduct was in keeping with the highest 
vraditions of the United States Naval Service . " 

YI. F. HALSEY, 
Admiral, u. s. Navy 
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PICTURES 

All pictures in chis book 

are official U. S. Navy 

phocoi;raphs anJ are nor 
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"SOME MUD" IN FIRST CAMP 

FIRST GUADALCANAL MESS HALL 

SHOWERS IN SECOND CAMP 

TRADING WITH THE NATIVES 

. . • , 
-
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OUR THEATRE 

THE MEN WERE VERY CO-OPERATIVE 

SALVAGED JAP EQUIPMENT PUT TO GOOD USE 



HIGH WATER IN CAMP 

FLASH FLOOD OF MAY 9, 1943 THE PAINT SHOP 



WELDING GARAGE 

SHOPS 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT REPAIR CARPENTER 

-



BLACKSMITH SHOP 

THE LINE CREW IN ACTION 
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CAPTURED JAP POWER HOUSE 



TOJO'S ICE PLANT, 
CAPTURED FROM 

JAPS 

LOGGING 



TUNNEL CONSTRUCTION 
USING JAP EQUIPMENT 

PURPOSE-COMMUNICATIONS 

RADIO 
INSTALLATIONS 

. > 

• 



AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION 



ROAD CONSTRUCTION WAS A BIT RUGGED 



FIN ISHED F'RODUCTS 

SHIP UNLOADING 



PIER CONSTRUCTION 



DER C 8 SUPERVISION NATIVE CONSTRUCTION UN 

/ 
/ 



N. 0. B. CHAPEL 

LU NGA 

OFFICERS' 

CLUB 

+----~ 

INTERIOR N. 0 . B. CHAPEL 



NATIVE CHURCH 

ISLAND RECREATION BUILDING 



TANK AND PI PELINE CONSTRUCTION AND CAMOUFLAGE 



FIRST MATANIKAU 

BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION 

THE JAPS WERE NEAR THE FAR ENO 



MORE BRIDGES 

SECOND MATAN IKAU 

'· 'fL . .. .. 
' 
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COMPLETED BRIDGES 



FLOOD DAMAGE 



SIGNAL TOWER 
TULA GI 

LAYING 
COMMUNICATIONS 

CABLE 
TU LAG I 

REFRIGERATOR CONSTRUCTION-TULAGI 

ENLISTED MEN'S MESS HALL- TULAGI 



THE NIPS ARE 
OVERHEAD 

FIJI SENTRY 

TULAGI LABOR CORPS 

UNLOADING SHIP-TROUBLE FOR TOJO 
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