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FOREWORD

COMMANDER ]. P. MacBEAN, CEC, USNR

This history is gratefully presented to all en-
listed men and officers who served 90 days or
more with the 53rd Naval Construction Battal-
ion during World War II. Your Battalion’s Wel-
fare Fund, resulting from Ship's Store profits,
made this gift possible.

It was our conviction that every Construction
Battalion should have a pictorial history of its
war record. As a consequence, on November 1,
1945, your last two wartime commanders under-
took the responsibility of assembling and financ-
ing this volume.

We had many models to guide us, for other
Construction Battalions had published their rec-
ord books while enjoying re-formation and re-
cuperation periods in the States. However, we
soon discovered that the great majority of these
fail to cover their organizations' entire tours of
duty,

We determined that this volume was to be an
honest attempt to include the complete record
of the 53rd Seabees, from its inception to its in-

activation. I feel that this has been accomplished,
insofar as was possible. Because of limitations
imposed by press deadlines, we were unable to
include the Battalion’s record subsequent to
Comdr. John D. Burky's assumption of com-
mand.

Now, to round out the picture, we can report
that, at present writing, the 53rd Seabees are on
Guam in the Marianas, where they are still en-
gaged in laying asphalt paving, erecting peace-
time facilities for our great permanent Naval
Bases and completing the last section of the
perimeter road between Agat and Umatac. From
present indications, the Battalion will be inacti-
vated on or about March 1, 1946,

I know that every man who receives a copy of
this, his Battalion’s story, joins me in expressing
a sincere vote of thanks to our last Skipper,
Comdr. John D. Burky, CEC, USN. His untiring
efforts during the past three months have made
available more than half the funds necessary to
make this publication possible.

Lack of space and incomplete records prevent
a full and accurate listing of every man to whom
credit is due for a share in the conception and
formation of this record. Many of the pictures,
for example, were made by Photographer’s Mates
whose names, for one reason or another, are not
presently available to us. You who served with
these men will know them. You can see, in this
volume, the excellent results they achieved.

Throughout the book, the emphasis has been
largely placed upon their pictures, with which
we have attempted to give as complete coverage
as possible to every phase of Battalion activity.

You will find here the Cooks, Mess Cooks,
Bakers, Storekeepers and Corpsmen: the 'Dozer
operators, grease-monkeys, Riggers and Carpen-
ters; and the dozens of other specialists whose
labor was so vital to the successful completion of
all our assigned tasks.

You will find here pictures of our camps, gal-
leys, heavy equipment, recreation facilities, work
in progress. In short, you will find pictures you
can treasure through the rest of your lives.

True, you may not be able to point and say,



“That’s me.” But you certainly will be able to
say, “That’s where I worked,” or “That’s where
we prayed every Sunday.”

In organizing the welter of material on hand,
it was necessary to retain a reasonable chronol-
ogy, or continuity. For this Herculean task,
heartfelt thanks are due to Lt. Felix W. Reeves
and Chief Arthur Winslow. These two were well
qualified for the task, for they served with the
53rd for 29 consecutive months overseas. It is
highly gratifying to note that, even after two
and a half years of “that Pacific stuff,” these two
“old buzzards™ were not “hard to live with.” On
the contrary, they both continued to be an in-
spiration to old and young alike. We take this
opportunity to salute Reeves and Winslow for
their keen, unflagging interest in the Battalion.
It is sincerely hoped that those medals for which
they were recommended have been, or soon will
be, awarded to them.

Lieutenants Gustay I'. Oien and Frederick C.
Butcher, aided by several enlisted men whose
names, unfortunately, are not available, have
done a fine job of selecting the pictures. More
than that, they undertook the boring and tedious
task of pasting them into the “dummy™ of this
book. They are to be commended for a good job
well done.

Lt. (jg) Jerome I'. Wolf, Photography Officer,
deserves much credit for his careful choosing of
the pictures which give such excellent coverage
of the 53rd’s stay on Guam.

Lt. George F. Reid, Jr., and his Personnel
Office staff did a masterful job of assembling
data. Had it not been for their able clerical work,
the muster roll of the crew could not have been
run off in time to “catch the boat.”

We can do no more than hope that this mus-
ter includes every officer and man who served
with the 53rd Seabees from its formation early
in ‘1943 to November 1, 1945, regardless of how
long or short his period of service happened to
be. If omissions have occurred, we regretfully
beg forgiveness.

I ardently hope for 100 distribution of this
book among those qualified to receive copies, but,
of course, I don't honestly expect such perfection.
Obviously, in every large group of men, there
will always be a few without permanent addresses
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or who, for one reason or another, cannot be
reached by mail within a reasonable period of
time.

It occurs to me that many men who are not
eligible to receive copies of this volume may, nev-
ertheless, want them. In our contract with the
publishers, it was essential to establish a fixed
maximum of copies for free distribution. In order
to do this, we established the 90-day rule. To
those who do not fulfill the requirement, I sug-
gest writing to the publishers, requesting a copy.
The publishers have been authorized to distrib-
ute any extra copies which may be available, in
the chronological order in which such requests
are received by them.

I cannot consider these remarks complete with-
out a brief personal message to each of you who
made the 53rd what it has become. You are en-
titled to know of the swell record you have made
and what a grand piece of work your outfit has
turned out.

The 53rd Seabees earned and enjoys one of the
best working records of any Battalion in the
Civil Engineering Corps. Wherever they went,
they were known as a “hard-working outfit that
accomplished results under any conditions.” Ex-
cellent team-work, and that early rugged Marine
training were, unquestionably, responsible for
the high caliber of the results obtained. From the
Commanding Officer down to the last men,
“things clicked.”

The Harris=Thompson combination led the
Battalion overseas from the States, through New
Caledonia, Guadalcanal, and into the Bougain-
ville invasion.

The Denbo-Thompson team took over on
Guadalcanal, after the return from Bougainville,
and carried the Battalion into the Guam inva-
sion,

The early Guam construction period was han-
dled by the Thompson-Kean and Thompson-
Reeves combinations until the Spring of 1945,
when re-formation was started.

The MacBean-Reeves and MacBean-White
teams finished the re-formation and started de-
mobilization after the end of the war. And now,
at this writing, Burky is scheduled to finish the
job with only 800 or 900 seamen and a few petty
officers. We all know that will be no easy job and
we all wish them the best of luck.



Unhappily, I do not possess the intimate
knowledge gained from service in the Battalion’s
early days. Therefore, I do not feel qualified to
pay-tribute properly to all the Naval officers of
the line and to the Marine Corps officers and
personnel who guided and directed the work as-
signments of the Battalion throughout its duty
tour. But I am sure that the earlier commanders
would desire an expression here of the Battalion's
deep appreciation for the quality of this leader-
ship.

Only a handful of us had the good fortune to
meet the “Grand Old Man” of the South Pacific,
Adm. William F. Halsey, but every mother’s son
is proud to say “We served under him.”

We were pretty close, too, to the “Big Boss™
of the Pacific, on Guam. Nor was our acquaint-
ance with Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz lim-
ited to photographs and moving pictures. We
saw him frequently, in person.,

In some mysterious manner, during the busiest
part of the war our Number One Seabee, Vice
Admiral Ben Moreell, Chief of the Bureau of
Yards and Docks, arranged to meet and talk to
all of the early Battalion Commanders person-
ally. This personal contact meant a great deal to
these Commanders, many of whom were just en-
tering Naval Service. Perhaps the “Chief” will
never know what a really great start this meeting
gave to these men.

This was especially true of the Assistant Chief
of the Bureau, Rear Admiral Lewis B. Combs.
whom some of us were privileged to meet. These
two names meant more than just the topranking
officers of the Civil Engineers Corps; we met the
two Admirals on numerous occasions in the field.
They visited our construction camps, inspecting
our galleys and living quarters. They invariably
stopped during their inspections to talk to the
men individually as they passed up and down
the lines. Not many Seabees missed seeing one
of these Admirals.

We feel that Admiral Moreell should be in
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some part of every Construction Battalion rec-
ord, and thus have secured a picture from him,
which he has endorsed to the 53rd Seabees.

The Seabee Admiral that no Battalion in the
Pacific Area failed to see was Rear Adm. Carl
H. Cotter, DirPacDocks. Cotter was the “Big
Boss,” genial adviser, and true friend. No trouble
was too small or trifling for his willing ear. Here
was counsel when it was needed.

Traveling constantly by air, he reached every
nook and cranny in the wide expanse of the Pa-
cific Theater. He knows personally, I daresay,
more Seabees than does any other man. He is,
and always will be, our friend.

Many of the enlisted men and quite a few offi-
cers, in addition to the Commander, will remem-
ber with genuine pleasure the personal contacts
we had with the following officers in carrying out
the normal routine of our work:

Colonel McAllister, Corp Engineer, First Ma-
rine Amphibious Corps; Capt. Mark L. Hersey
Commander, Naval Bases, Southern Solomons:
Commodore A. G. Bisset, ComSoPac staff; Com-
modore O. O. (“Scrappy”) Kessing, Commander,
Naval Base, Bougainville; Maj. Gen. Henry L.
Larsen, Island Commander, Guam; Commodore
W. O. Hiltabidle, Officer-in-Charge, Fifth Naval
Construction Brigade, and his successor, Com-
modore C. T. Dickeman.

The Battalion’s second Skipper, Commodore
Edward M. Denbo, never lost contact with the
Battalion, after leading it through the Guam in-
vasion. As Officer-in-Charge of the 27th Nava'
Construction Regiment, he served as its Regi-
mental Commander until the war’s end. He was
promoted to Captain while so serving.

Now, at the end of this brief resume and listing
of credit where credit is due, I want to say to
you men and officers of the 53rd Seabees that
you were a grand outfit. It was a high and wel-
come privilege to have been permitted to play
on your team.,

January, 1946,



Vice AbDMIRAL B. MorggLL, CEC, USN

Chief of the Burecau of Yards and Docks
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The Third Set Of Leaders On Guam

These officers carried the 53rd CB through the
early Guam construction after the assault, and
started rehabilitation under the Rotation Plan.

LIEUTENANT EDWARD KEAN, CEC, USNR
Executive Otheer 33rd CB August 1944 to December 1944
(3% Months)

-

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER CHARLES A. THOMPSON
Officer in Charge 33rd CB August 1944 to May 1943 (9% Months)
Overseas with 53rd CB 27 Months

LIEUTENANT FELIX REEVES, CEC, USNR
l':Xt'l'lllll\l.‘ (]lﬁt'rr :.‘rd {'“ I)vn'rmln-r !(N-i Lo JHIH: ]‘J-I.: (F .\lllllt]lr‘s\l
Overseas with 33rd CB 29 Months



Last “Skipper’” and “Exec

These officers lead the Battalion during the
rehabilitation program and continued the road
building program, completed the airfield con-
struction and the demobilization after the end of
the war.

COMMANDER J. P. MacBEAN, CEC, USNR
Officer in Charge s3rd CB May 1945 to November 1945 (6 Months)

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER C. V. WHITE, CEC, USNR
Executive Officer s3rd CB June 1945 to October 1945 (4 Months)

COMMANDER JOHN D. BURKY, CEC, USN

Othicer in Charge s3rd CB November 19435 to Present



“FROM FEEBLE BEGINNINGY ...~

While the early history of the 53rd Con-
struction Battalion was shrouded in mystery,
because of war-time restrictions, there’s no
question zwhy it was formed and trained. The
Second Raider Regiment of the Third Marine
Division phrased it far better than anyone else:

“So when we reach the ‘Isle of Japan.’
With our caps at a jaunty tilt,
We'll enter the city of Tokyo
On the roads the SEABEES built.”

That this is more truth than mere poetry
was well stated by Cmdr. John P. MacBean,
Jr., the Battalion’s last war-time CO, when he
pointed out that “The 53rd Construction Bat-
talion was primarily trained and formed to be
attached to the US Marine Corps, and the
Battalion is very proud of its Marine Corps
connections. It was attached to the Marine
Corps from its formation in February, 1943,
until the latter part of August, 1944, when it
became detached from the Marines to join the
Fifth Naval Construction Brigade on Guam.”

The Battalion, once it left the United States,
became so closely identified with the Devil-
Dogs that it was called Naval Construction
Battalion, First MAC, almost invariably. The
only exception appears in official correspond-
ence between the Battalion and the Bureau of
Docks and Yards, where the designation be-
came Nawval Construction Battalion, First
MAC (Formerly 53rd NCB).

Even before going overseas, the Battalion
lived, worked and trained with Gyrenes. Im-
mediately after its organization, the nucleus
of the Battalion moved right in with the Ma-
rines at New River, North Carolina. It was on
February 12, 1943, that Lt. Comdr. Roy M.
Harris and his staff officers, with one construc-
tion company and a portion of Headquarters
Company, left Davisville, Rhode Island, for
what was to be the beginning of a long and
mutually pleasant association with the Marine
Corps. The two-weeks’ stay at New River was
to prove a busy time for the Boot 53rd. It was
a period of the back-aching labor required to
prepare for another move. It involved the tedi-
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ous administrative job of assimilating enough
Bees to fill out Headquarters Company and to
form another construction company.

This accomplished, the Battalion stood at
approximately half its authorized strength
when it shoved off for Camp Elliott, Califor-
nia, another huge Marine base. From its ar-
rival there on March 2, 1943, until its embar-
kation nine days later, the Battalion was even
busier than it had been before. It was a week
and a half of complete chaos and hurry-up and
doubt as to whether the 53rd could get aboard
before its ship sailed for New Caledonia. The
addition of a third construction company, to-
gether with sufficient CEC officers to man the
three-fourths of a battalion which we had now
become, lightened the work of all hands to
such an extent that we met our deadline and
left San Diego Harbor on March 11.

It was a time of larger doubt than had exist-
ed before. This time, the big question was
Where to? followed closely by the related chill-
ing questions For how long? and What are we
getting into? The doubts were unknown quan-
tities, but the regrets were well-known reali-
ties: Home, loved ones, good times, steady
jobs.

During the crossing, we had more than am-
ple time to indulge these unsettled feelings,
but our arrival in New Caledonia was to dispel
all trepidation. There was a man-sized job
waiting for us on the beach that memorable
day of March 25. For the great majority of us,
it was the first sight of new and strange lands,
sights, smells and sounds, just as the solemn
and traditional Mysteries of the Deep had
been, a week or two before.

Our ship, the USS Mount Vernon, was the
first of our convoy to arrive. The two other
ships, loaded to the gunwales with Battalion
gear, but carrying a minimum of Battalion
personnel, weren't far behind, one arriving on
March 29, the other on April 8. From this time
forward, we were to know labor that made our
previous efforts seem like child’s play by com-
parison. And it was here that we did our first
real job for the Marines to whom we were at-
tached,
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NEW CALEDONIA

Our assigned duty, on leaving the Conti-
nental United States, was to support Marine
troops in amphibious operations. This was the
reason for our being made a part of the First
Marine Amphibious Corps. We didn’t delude
ourselves about the operations—with a capital
O—that were to come, but we could not afford
to worry about that now, since the job in hand
was the construction of three large Marine
camps, each of approximately 2,000-man ca-
pacity. With the cooperative will and cheerful
spirit that was to become our trade-mark, we
made remarkable progress in leveling large
areas of rocky terrain; we drained swamps,
fought mosquitoes and the debilitating tropi-
cal heat.

[ntense satisfaction was soon ours, as we
saw our efforts rewarded with the completion
of three sprawling but tidy Marine “home-
sites,” strategically scattered among the rug-
ged, forbidding foothills of the New Caledonia
cOast,

Hardly had we wrung out our brow-mop-
ping handkerchiefs than we began a far more
arduous, but equally more satisfying, task.
Naturally, “our”™ Marines took first place in
our plans. They needed air support. And they
needed lots of it. We could not supply it, of
course, but we could make it possible for other
units to supply it. So, it was with keen pleas-
ure, when we had a few spare minutes to think
about it, that we went to work on more than
180,000 square feet of airplane parking areas
in the vicinity of Noumea's airstrips. For this,
we were fortunate in having at hand vast
quantities of nickel ore slag to be used as the
solid base for the many tons of Irvine Mesh

that formed the surfaces of the plane hard-
stands.

Also, while we sat around doing nothing
in particular, units of our Battalion swooped
down on beautiful Lake Gaettege and “bailed
it out” for future use as Marine Corps camp
sites. However, it was not to fall to us to take
over this further construction. We were as-
signed other things to do.

This feverish activity filled almost every
waking hour of our first six months overseas.
The word almost is used advisedly, for there
were many, many hours of toil and sweat
poured into seriously undertaken and assidu-
ously heeded special Marine training in our
sideline occupation, combat. A striking indica-
tion of our close identification with the Ma-
rines is the fact that we wore Marine Corps is-
sue dungarees and khaki throughout our tour
of duty overseas. Commander Thompson has
pointed out that “these Seabees were actually
trained as Marines, in Marine uniforms.” We
were determined to be as well equipped for
our anticipated participation in amphibious
operations with the Marines as we were for the
construction of the vital preparatory facilities
and services which now, at the beginning of
October, stretched away on every hand.

After another hectic siege of preparation for
embarkation, this time from Noumea to points
north, and this time with immeasurably more
know-how than we had exhibited in those dim,
distant days in San Diego, the 53rd clambered
aboard five different ships. Destination: Brit-
ish Solomon Islands. But this was different.
This move was enough to quicken the pulses
of most of us and to scare the fool out of the

rest of us.



The first sign for the 53rd NCB overseas, placed in Camp Magenta.

Battalion headquarters camp.
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Construction scenes at Engineer Warehouse, Marine Corps,
Ist Base Depot.

Engineer warehouse site.
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View of completed Quonsets,
Engineer Warchouse,
Ist Base Depot.

Warehouses in Camp
Kaiser.

Road construction,
Camp Kaiser.




OFFICERS

First Row, left to right: Lt. D. W, Sprague,
(MC); Lt. W. H. Dikeman; Lt. E. Kean:
Lt. Comdr. C. A. Thompson; Comdr. R, M.
Harris; Lt. Comdr. J. L. Chute, (MC);
Unidentified: Lt. F. W. Reeves; Lt. P. A
Peller. Standing, left to right: Carp. G. G.
Dondas; Carp. H. J. Adler; Ens. L. P.
Mellinger; Carp. J. V. Calvert; Carp. C. A
Freeman; Ens. J. R. McAdams; Lt. F. A
Behrens, (DC): Lt. (jg) D. MeLaughlin
Lt. (jg) C. P. Cornigan; Unidentified; Lt
(jz) W. A. Gilroy; Lt. (jg) P. A. Rowland,
(ChC); Carp. R. W. Guay.

Enlisted Men's messhall.

OFFICERS’ MESS PERSONNEL

Front; . L. Slaughter, Ckle. Standing: S. Jones,

StM2e: 1. Beaudion. StMIe; Le. F. A, Behren;

. Quinney, StMle: F. Botens, CCSt.; N. Cooper,
StMle; R M, Baker, Ckie.

-



GALLEY PERSONNEL

Frant Row—]. W. Werth, SC3c: E. C., Spear, Sle; H. D. Glenn,
SFie; ].°F. Mulhall, Bkr2e; G, 0. Hunter, Bkrlc; J. R. Jacobs,
SCle: N. S, Suter, S2c; H. R. Rutherford, SC2¢. Second Row—
L. L. Margan, CCS; C. A. Burletr, Bkr2e: M. A. Johnsey, 5Cle¢;
Unidentified; L. E. Dodd, §F2¢; C. E, Miller, Bkrle; W. H. War-
ren, SK2¢; M. J. Jacon, SC2a; B. D. Harvey, SC2¢: W. H. Lamer-
oux, SC3c. Standing—W. G. Eoff, Bkric; H. C. Cottell, SClc;
W. I. Buckman, MM2c; . F. Brubaker, Sle; G. L. Oshier, SC2c:
J. Savard, Bkrlc; Unidentified; S, Pafford, SCic; F. Botens, CCS:
E. E. Parker, EM3c; H. E. Rooks, SC2¢; Unidennfed: 1. T.
Grainger, Sle; A, T. Hays, SK3e; A, J. Bouchird, SClc; Uniden-
tified: T. P. Bishop, Bkrle; Sullivan.

CHIEFS

Front Rose—Unidennfied; S. Hackel,
CEM: Unidentified;: C. H. Klauder,
CPhM; C. A. Freeman, CEM. Second
Row—Jones, CMM: Unidentified; Un-
dentified: W. F. Thomas, CEM; A. D.
Winslow, CSF; J. D. McGufhin, CCM;
S, Ball, CSK. Rear Row—L. D. Britton,
CEM: R, L, Sutton, CMM; Unidenti-
fied; Unidentified, ]J. E. Cox, CCM; Un-
identified:  Unidentified;  Unidentified;
R. W, Wirth, CEM.

ARMORY DEPARTMENT

First Row—]. W. Shaw, GM2¢; Lt. (jg) C. P. Corngan;
Unidentified. Second Row—E. W. Eggers, MMic; A, A.

Dombrowski, GM2¢; Unidentified.



PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT

First Row—]. A. Jenkins, CSP(M); Lt. (jg) J. M.

McAdams; C. Fields, Ylc. Second Row—]. T. Mac-

Namara, Yle; J. D. Thiele, WT1c; H. Kaplan, Ylc;
R. B. Tyrell, MaMlc: Unidentified.

DISBURSING DEPARTMENT

First Rowwe—V. |. Beldon, Y2¢; Disbursing Otheer; D.
G. Pinck, Sklc. Second Row—P. B. Bostwick, SK2c¢;
J. J. Kelly; Unidentified.

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

First Row—R. W. Gibbs, SK3c; S. Ball, CSK; L. J.
Piazza, SK2c. Second Row—D. McLaughlin, Lt. (jg):
A. R. Mendes, Sle; G. E. Bowling, Slc; H. Wax, SKle¢;
J. A. Derenski, SM3c¢; D. E. Sweet, SK3¢. Third Row
—H. E. Wedel, SK3c¢; Unidentified; Unidentified; E.
Green, Sle; J. P. Drumm, SKic; A. E. Flaherty, SK3c.



ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Seated—Y. Webb, SF3c; S. Hackel, CEM; F. Ken-
nedy: Lt. (jg) D. Gilroy; S. A. Longhurst, CSF; V. C.
Martell. CM3c. Standing—]. E. Bunker, CM2c; C. H.
Jessee, CMl1c; Unidentified; P. Dillman, CMlc; G.
Gamble, CCM; L. C. Lomax, CCM; Unidentified; E.
Sessions, MM Ic; E. E. Johnson, CM1c; W. F. Steven-
son. CM2¢; P. C. Cimmiyotti, CM3c.

MEDICAL OFFICERS AND CORPSMEN

First Row—C. H. Klauder, CPhM; J. L. Chute, Lt.

Comdr.: R. M. Harris, Comdr.: D. W. Sprague, Lt.;

F. A. Behrens, Lt.(DC). Second Row—Unidentified;

Unidentified: E. H. Randall, PhM2c; Unidentified.

Phird Row—R. Schulman, PhM2¢; Unidentified; Un-

identified: R. Hergescheimer, PhMlc; C. B. Webb,
PhM2c; Unidentified.

BASKETBALL TEAM

Front Row—E. J. Fitzgibbons, EM3c; G. Kahn,
MM3e: E. V. Shuman, Sle; W. C. Gorman, SM3c; .
Holley. CM3c. Rear Rowe—]. D. Jacobson, EMlc;
D. R. Jones, Slc; E. 8. Jaynes, CM3c; E. H. Randall,
PhM2¢; J. A. McNeil, S¥F3c; Lt. P. A. Rowland, (ChC).






BOUGAINVILLE

NOVEMBER, 1943 —JANUARY, 1944




BOUGAINVILLE AND GUADALCANAL, B. §. I.

Here was our chance to start building those
“roads to Tokyo.” We were headed for a
staging area. We were getting closer and ever
closer to having our licks at the scrawny Nips
—scrawny, yes, but dangerous as tropical scor-
pions, if we were to believe all we had heard
from the many battle-weary veterans who had
passed our way while we were still in New
Caledonia.

After a five-day passage, during which we
had enough time on our hands to make us a
little jittery, we disembarked on October 11,
at Doma Cove, on Guadalcanal. Tt took no
more than about ten minutes to learn that this
was our staging area. It took a bit longer to
learn when D-Day was to be. In fact, we spent
the next few weeks fretting about this partic-
ular question, while our primary activity con-
sisted of long, hard hours and days of intensive
amphibious training with various Marine Task
Units, several of which we were to accompany
on beach landings before much more time had
elapsed.

It can be understood easily that we did not
have long periods in which to let the situation
worry us. We were far too busy “touring” the
land which was so symbolic of our Nation’s
comeback after the debacle of Pearl Harbor.
What's more, we had opportunity to observe
at close range the scenes which had, by then.
become historic battle sites. However, in view
ol the progress that had been made in civiliz-
ing this steaming jungle, it was difficult to
visualize the bitterness with which so many
miles of coral ground had been contested. inch
by inch, just a year before.

They told us, too, that there was genuine
“gold in them thar hills,” but we were too busy
scrambling, crawling, sliding, slipping, and
straining up and down the beaches to take the
time to worry about it, much less to scratch
for it.

One cheery note in this experience was the
report that the rainy season had not yet be-

gun. Often, as we shook ourselves, much like
a dog after his bath, we fell to wondering what
it would be like when the rainy season actually
did begin. We asked each other if it were pos-
sible to get any wetter than we were: or if
there were any other spot in the world that
could boast more tons of gummy black mud
and thigh-deep swamps as this thickly-matted
jungle, our training area, offered.

We were to learn, and soon, that this type

of training was precisely what was needed for
our next move. And we were soon to have our
questions answered, completely and thorough-
ly.
_Not any less strenuous than this type of
training was that in which we moved, with
monotonous regularity, from shore to ship, and
then from ship to shore, in small boats, in
LCI’s, LCT's, mastering the art of landing in
a hurry and getting our gear ashore before it
might be shot up beyond use.

Now, in preparation for what was to be
our first combat landing, the Bougainville
campaign, the officers and chief “founders™ of
the Battalion could see the ripening of the
fruits of their labor, begun so many months
before in chaos and indecision in the States.
They eagerly faced their trial by fire, contrib-
uting greatly to the establishment of a hearty
good morale. The team was clicking most sat-
isfactorily.

“HIT THE BEACH!”

Leaving a rear echelon of two officers and
46 enlisted men on Guadalcanal, the Battalion
formed into four or five Task Groups, each
loading aboard different vessels, with separ-
ately assigned tasks. After a brief but rough
voyage, one detachment made Vella La Vella,
New Georgia Island; the others hit the beach
at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, in sup-
port of the Marine D-Day strike there,

One officer and 73 enlisted men went to
Vella La Vella to set up and operate two
portable sawmills. While this landing was un-



opposed, and the detachment engaged in no
combat on the New Georgia island, we found
that we had to be on our toes to guard against
die-hard Japs who had hidden themselves
wherever possible and made it clear that they
were going to die “with their boots on.” We
were willing to accommodate—with or without
hoots.

For a little more than two months, this de-
tachment remained on New Georgia getting
settled and turning out timber by the hun-
dreds of thousands of board feet, largely of
mahogany and other jungle hardwoods. Just
about the time these Bees were beginning to
be reasonably comfortable and feel somewhat
settled, they were ordered back to Guadalcanal
to rejoin the Battalion.

Taking stock before the final policing of the
area, they found they had produced consid-
erably more than half a million board feet of
lumber from the native jungle, the major por-
tion of which was heavy bridge timber. This,
they agreed, not without a large degree of par-
donable pride, was a whale of a lot of potential
splinters.

Meanwhile, the remainder of the Battalion
had had a somewhat rougher time of it. On
November 1, 1943, we landed with the Marines
at Empress Augusta Bay on Bougainville and
saw how they earned their reputation as fight-
ers. We were particularly proud of the fact
that we gave such an excellent account of our-
selves on this, our first combat mission. Nor is
the pat-on-the-back “‘self-inflicted.” It came
from the commander of the First MAC, Ma-
rine Lieutenant General Alexander A. Vander-
grift. In his commendation dated November
13, the 53rd Seabees, as the Naval Construc-
tion Battalion, Ist MAC, was included in the
force which was “a source of great pride to
your Corps Commander.”

In our support of the Marine Combat
Troops during the assaults staged on Novem-
ber 1 and 2, the Battalion gave invaluable as-
sistance by clearing trails into the jungles and
building roads for the furtherance of the com-
bat operations.

Taking the biggest load of any fighting mis-
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sion off the hands of the Third Marines, the
Battalion set up and operated beach parties,
unloading details, and working parties of all
kinds. Had it not been for the excellent job of
handling the mountains of supplies needed by
the combat forces, the Marines could never
have accomplished so much, so fast. We were
also able to assist in evacuating the wounded,
as they moved from the combat areas, and so
take another great weight off the Marines’'
shoulders.

Our weeks of strenuous jungle training on
Guadalcanal, bolstered by our stay in New
Caledonia, stood us in good stead on Bougain
ville. We could now see the value of getting
ready for the tangled jungle operations, no
matter how we had beat our gums earlie
Nevertheless, the first Communion services.
held on the beach among the conglomerate de-
bris of warfare, with ammunition boxes serving
as an altar, were very well attended.

Once the ground forces of the Third Marines
stretched beyond reach of our helping hands,
and had no further need for us, we went right
to work providing airstrips which would guar-
antee them air support. As our part in the as-
sault stage ceased, we began construction of
three airfields.

Two measured 200 feet by 4,000 feet. T'hese
were the fighter strips. The other, a bomber
strip, covered 1,500,000 square feet—250 by
6,000—of soggy swampland.

All three airfields were situated in dense
jungle. After the 40 sweat-filled days required
to complete these projects, the Bougainville
jungle exhibited three long, green-edged scars,
surfaced neatly with tons of steel Marston
Mat.

Nor was this all the work being done at the
time by the Bees. Another 40 days saw the
completion of 3.8 miles of 40-foor roadway,
laboriously dredged out of the middle of “‘im-
passable™ swamp.

There follows the complete, official account
of the Battalion’s work while in support of
the Marines on Bougainville, as reported by
Comdr. Roy M. Harris on January 12, 1944,
and covering the period November 1-24, 1943:



“Two hundred and forty-four men, the Offi-
cer in Charge, seven other officers and one
bulldozer landed in the second wave with the
Second Raider Battalion on Beach Green-2
(on D-Day, November 1). This group acted
as Shore Party for the unloading of the USS
George Clymer. This work was concluded early
in the afternoon of D-Day.

“Seventy-four men, two ofhcers, and one
bulldozer landed in the second wave on Pu-
ruata Island, with the Third Raider Battalion
and one battery of the Third Defense Battal-
ion. This group acted as Shore Party in unload-
ing their ship, and assisted the Third Defense
Battalion Battery in securing their positions.
This detail remained with the Battery for
eight days.

“Fifty-six men and one officer landed in the
second wave on Beach Blue-2 and acted as
Shore Party for about ten days.

“Twenty-three men, one officer and one bull-
dozer landed in the first and second waves on
Beach Yellow-4 and assisted as Shore Party
temporarily, their principal mission being as-
sistance to the Third Defense Battalion in se-
curing their battery positions. This group con-
tinued with the battery for four days.

“One man, with bulldozer, and one officer
landed in the second wave on Beach Blue-1
to assist the Third Defense Battalion in se-
curing their battery positions. This man and
bulldozer remained with the battery for about
five days, and on November 2 about one hun-
dred men and two officers from Beach Green-2
were assigned to assist the battery for three
days.

“On November 2 all available men were
started constructing bridges and pioneer road
along the Piva Trail from Beach Yellow-1. No
amount of construction equipment was avail-
able until November 6, and progress was slow
through the swamps. This project was later
expanded to include a pioneer road from Blue-
1 and extension of the Piva Trail to an inter-
section with the Piva Road near Piva.

“On Novemebr 6 an additional six officers,
179 men, and considerable construction equip-
ment were landed on Puruata Island. These
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troops were transferred to the mainland on
November 9, and assigned to road construc-
tion.”

Here, at Empress Augusta Bay, was once
again seen the close relationship and camer-
aderie which existed between the Bees and
the Marines. The main road, when completed,
was named “Marine Drive” and dedicated,
with deep affection, *“To our very good friend,
the fighting Marines.” A large sign, announc-
ing this fact, was placed at one of the road’s
terminals.

The report continues:

“On November 11, one officer, 63 men, and
additional equipment arrived. On November
28, three officers and 33 men arrived, and on
December 4, one officer and 16 men completed
the movement.

“A total of 24 officers and 687 men, together
with approximately 800 tons of equipment
and rolling stock, are now on the island.

“On November 15, work was started on a
two-lane road up the Piva River from the
beach. On November 30, this road was open
to traffic to the southeast corner of the Piva
Airfield site. The Piva Trail pioneer road was
85 per cent completed at this time.

“Survey crews, on November 4, started sur-
veys from Yellow-2, and, on November 10,
these crews started preliminary surveys for the
Piva Airfield. These crews worked under ex-
tremely difficult and hazardous conditions as
sporadic enemy opposition was encountered
in these areas until about November 30.

“The various detachments of the Battalion
landing on D-Day were under operational con-
trol of the Third Marine Division until No-
vember 8, at which time they reverted to the
control of the Commanding General, First Ma-
rine Amphibious Corps. During the period of
November 1 to November 8, the Officer in
Charge received no orders form the Division
Engineer, and consequently, assumed respon-
sibility for initiation of work undertaken dur-
ing this period.

“Up to November 24, a total of two miles
of primary highway and 1.8 miles of pioneer
road had been constructed. A majority of this



work was through extremely difficult swamps
and jungles, and a considerable portion of
these roads were built on corduroy brush mats,
by hand. :

“Miscellaneous activities included

“(1) Construction of operational dugouts
for First Amphibious Corps.” (Numbered
among these was the elaborate one built for
the personal use of Admiral Halsey.)

“(2) Hauling ammunition and rations on
Affe trailers to the front lines, until relieved
of this duty by the Third Division.

“(3) Start of development of a coral pit on
Torokina Point.

“(4) Construction of emergency operating
tent and hospital ward for Third Defense Bat-
talion Medical Officer, and the loan to him of
the assistance of two Battalion medical officers
and several corpsmen to care for Raider cas-
ualties during the first ten days.

“The entire Battalion, except the rear eche-
lon of two officers and 46 men left on Guadal-
canal, and the small detachment of one officer
and 73 men sent to Vella La Vella on New
Georgia Island, participated in the Bougain-
ville assault. Available records indicate 81 en-
emy air alerts in which enemy planes were
overhead and bombs were dropped. Enemy
artillery, mortar and machine gun fire existed
on the beaches November 1st and 2nd. Sniper
fire existed for the entire two months’ period
in the jungle.”

All was not working and ducking the ene-
my's arsenal, for come Christmas, the galley
crews outdid themselves in an effort to transfer
a little spot of home to our bleak, muddy fox-
holes. There was turkey—and a-plenty! Tt set
us to wondering how soon we could expect
to be back at our own festive boards, enjoying
a Christmas turkey dinner with our families
and friends. With a heart-felt sigh, we dis-
missed the disquieting thought and entered
into the spirit of the season insofar as we were
able. How could we miss, with the best of food
and an impromptu entertainment furnished
by the more talented members of the Battal-
ion?
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Its assigned missions successfully and com-
mendably completed, the 53rd returned from

both Vella La Vella and Bougainville during
the middle of January, 1944, to its former

camp at Doma Cove, Guadalcanal. Once again
we were to undertake extensive and vigorous
Marine amphibious training. But this time,
there was also much construction to be done.
Since our previous camp had been occupied by
other troops during our absence or had been
rendered useless by changing conditions and
our expanding requirements, we built a camp
for ourselves before turning to the construc-
tion of a 1,500-man Marine camp.

At the same time, communication and trans-
portation requirements had piled up, awaiting
our attention, so we pitched in on the con-
struction of bridges, docking facilities, and
roadways.

We didn’t have a great deal of time for
combat training while we were bridging three
rivers, two small and one large. A sawmill was
set up on “the Canal” to provide timber for
the bridges and a timber-pile LST dock, which
measured approximately 50 x 400 feet. And,
finally, five miles of coral-topped road took
shape under our heavy equipment.

The completion of these varied projects re-
quired almost five months, from the middle of
January, 1944, to May. But in the meantime,
on February 17, we regretfully saw the depar-
ture of our CO, Cmdr. Roy M. Harris, who had
been promoted to the rank of Commander and
assigned command of the 21st Naval Construc-
tion Regiment. Relieving him was Cmdr. E.

M. Denbo, CEC, USNR.

Construction continued after the change of
command, and our training program increased.
Under Commander Denbo, the Battalion was
built up to full strength by the addition of
“Dog Company,” headed by Lt. Gustav T.
Oien. Now, although we had cheerfully and
expertly handled larger jobs than we had been
actually manned for, we felt there wasn't any
assignment too big—or too small.



53rd troops leaving Guadalcanal for Bougainville.




53rd troops going ashore at Guadalcanal, the staging
area for the Bougainville operation.




D" DAY—BOUGAINVILLE

“D” DAY CHIEFS
Left to Right: 1. D. Britton, CEM: H. M. Davidson, CCM; R. L. Sutton, CMM; A. D. Winslow,
CSF: R. W. Wirth, CBM: L. I. Duplantis; unidentified; C. H. Klauder, CPhMm: J. E. Cox, CCM:
Unidentified.




“D” DAY OFFICERS

Left to Right: Carp. 1. D. McGuffin: Carp. C. A, Freeman: Ch. Carp. R. W. Guay; Lt. (jz) W. A,
Gilrov: Elec. W. F. Thomas: Lt. W, F. Dikeman: Lr. Comdr. J. L. Chute.

Communion services on the beach. Chaplain Rowland conducting.




“D” day. Unloading ammunition. Beach party unloading rations onto sleds.

Assisting in evacuating the casualties.




Temporary camp near beach.

Resting near foxholes.

Digging his foxhole.
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Lizard caught in camp.
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Bulldozer opening a trail from the beach.




One of the first bridges nearing completic

Construction party poses on completed br

Placing corduroy for roadbed on Piva Tr
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Tree roots after blasting. Comdr. Harris and
Lt. Comdr. Thompson leaving site.

Opening Piva Trail Road through marsh
and jungle.

Road construction on Marine Drive.
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ATRFIELD CONSTRUCTION

Clearing on Apron for Fighter Strip.
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ATRFIELD CONSTRUCTION

Grading on Fighter Strip.

Officers conferring on com-
pleted Marston Mat.
Left to right: Lr. F. W. Reeves; Comdr.

R. M. Harris; Lt. E, Kean; Lt, Comdr.
C. A. Thompson,
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Shelter for Admiral Halsey.

Air Warning Station under construction, Typical framing to be covered with tarpaulins
for operations building on fighter strip.
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OFFICERS

Lr. (ig) W, A, Gilroy; Carp. C. A, Freeman; Lt. P. A, Peller; Lr. Comdr, ]. 1., Chute; Carp. J. V. Calvert; Lt
ue, Rear Rogw: [‘.'ull. N3 l (..ll.\' l';!l‘u l 8. Hag . f.l. \\', ” I)!l\'t'll]lm, Lt. F. W, . Le. F. A. Bl'hrull‘-.
Comdr . A, Thompson: Carp. J. D. McGu - ) . P. Mellinger. Ens. J. R
McAdams; Ch. Carp. R. W. Guay; Lt :




Jungle barber.
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Christmas Turkey

H. R. Rutherford, SC2e: A. L. Graham, SK3c: F. Botens, : 1. A. Savard, Bkrle; E. E. Parker,
EM3e; J. F. Mulhall, Bkrle: T. P. Bishop, Bkrle: C. A. Freeman, CEM.

Comdr. Harris inspects chow line.
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B. L. Szaleniec, CMic: J. G
WT3c: P. V, McEarl, Sle; Comdr. R. M. Harris; Lt. (jg)
P. A, Rowland, (ChC): R. E. Sullivan, Cox; F. V. Donough,

Christmas party. Sponsors and
entertainers.

Cles P D Foan. SM3e: L. Abrams. Sle.

Faust, SK2¢; R, T, Larsapn,
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At Christmas party. Jungle happy.




Loading equipment at the close of the Bougainville operation.
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53rd troops return to Guadalcanal from Bougainville operation.
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Clearing prior to grading for highway extension.
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Completed section of road.




THE 53RD CONSTRUCTED SIX LIKE THIS

nr

,.

Views of some of the bridges typical of the six constructed by the 53rd
NCB. Note extensive use of native timber. Mahogany and teak were
common.







Native timber was used in these two steps of bridge construction.

One of the 53rd’s finished products.



Bearded Gentry.

OFFICERS

First Row: Lt. Oien; Lt. Reeves: Lt. Kean; Lt. Rowland,
Chaplain; Lt. Comdr. Chute, Senior Medical Officer; Comdr,
Dembo, Commanding Officer; Lt. Comdr. Thompson, Execu-
tive Officer; Lt. Sprague, Junior Medical Officer; Lt. Peller;
Lr. Milligan; Lt. Behrens, Dental OfhicerSecond Row: Lt
Wolf; Lt. Bergan; Lt. (jg) Hunt, Supply Ofhicer; Lt. (jg)
Sodemanc Lt. (jg) Rudisell, Disbursing Ofhicer; Lr. (jg)
Haggoert, Personnel Officer: Lt. (jg) McAdams; W. O. Free-
man: Lt. Corrigan: W, 0. Guay; W. 0. S. Cox; Lt. (jg)
Timms. Third Row: W, O. C. Cox, Lt. (jg) Smith; W. O
Thomas: W. O, McGuffin; Lt. (jz) Butcher; Lt. (jg) Mel-
linger: Lt. Acford: W. O. Dondas; W. O. Calvert; Lt. (jg)
Parton: W. O. Wright.

Divine Services by Chaplain Rowland.



Chief Petty Officers at Ist Anniversary Dinner.

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT

Front Row: M. G. Engle, CSK; T. 1. Skinger, Sle: V. H. Badertscher, SKlc; Lt. (jg) Hunt: S,

Ball, CSK: H. F. LaPenotierre, SKlc. Rear Rosw: L. ]. Piazza, SK2c; A. §. Walters, SKie; J. A

Christie, SK3c: E. F. Shortie, Sle; A, E. Flaherty, SKic: D, E. Sweet, SK3¢: . D. Stevens, CM3ic;
C. W. Edelen, SK2¢c: 1. P. Drumm, SKic: H. E. Wedel, S1c: E. Green, Sle; R. W. Gibbs, SKic.
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G UAM

Farly in June, 1944, the 53rd was attached
to the First Provisional Marine Brigade, Third
Marines, for the assault operation on Guam,
in the Marianas group. Excitement ran high
among both the Marines and Seabees, since
we were about to snatch from the Nip what
was rightfully ours, but which we had been
unable to claim for two-and-a-half years. We
were eager to avenge our fellow Americans
who had been so summarily betrayed, so early
in the game.

I.Cd\ ing a rear echelon of two officers and 79
men, the remainder of the Battalion embarked
on two ships, on June 6, 1944. En route to the
island, plans for the Battalion’s part in the
invasion were carefully laid and gone over al-
most daily. Two special beach parties, for in-
stance, cumpo%ed of volunteers, were assigned
to assist in the landing operations and unload-
ing of supplies on D-Day, June 21.

The remainder of the Battalion moved
ashore on D-plus-3, to set up their camp near
Agat Village. C(_:ncurrent]) with the con-
struction of quarters for themselves, the Bees
were almost continuously occupied with the
task of clearing debris from existing roads,
clearing jungle, and constructing new roads
to facilitate movement of sup[}hca to the Ma-
rine fighters.

Lieutenant Commander Thompson’s official
report of the Battalion’s activities on the
Guam invasion is quoted:

“At Guam, Marianas, two Beach Parties
were assigned from the 53rd NCB. One officer
(Lt. F. W. Reeves, CEC, USNR) and 17 en-
listed men, equipped with several tractors,
landed on D-Day (H-plus-5 minutes), July
21, 1944, with special mission to assist unload-
ing a Marine Battery of Sherman Tanks from
LCM’s and LCT’s at the edge of the reef at
Agat Beach. This task was finished within an
hour under heavy enemy mortar and machine
gun fire, Three of the Sherman Tanks dropped
into bomb craters on their way in from the
reef to shore and were submerged. This party
volunteered to rescue these tanks and suc-
ceeded in getting two of the tanks safely to the
beach in two hours, under heavy fire.

“A second Beach Party of five enlisted men
was assigned the task of operating a North
West Crane, mounted on a pontoon barge and
anchored off the reefl of Agat Beach, to unload
gasoline and ammunition from LCTs to LV'Ts
(Alligators) in support of assault troops. The
party, in charge of the same officer (Lieuten-
ant Reeves) landed on D-Day (H-plus-5) and
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worked day and night for five days. never
leaving the barge. This barge was under heavy
mortar fire for the first four days. An LST
anchored alongside was hit by enemy artillery
and withdrew.

“The remainder of the Batallion moved
ashore on D-plus-3 and established, main-
tained, and constructed roads and bridges in

support of the assault troops. A copy of a let-

ter of appreciation of service from the Com-
manding General, First Provisional Marine
Brigade, . . . covering this work (is reproduced
among the last pages of this book).

“The Bartalion’s beach camp was under
enemy artillery fire for four hours on D-plus-3.
No enemy air raids were experienced, but sni-
per fire was in evidence, for a nine-months’
period after D-Day, in jungle locations.

“The 53rd NCB maintained the only Seabee
Demolition Squad on the Island, consisting of
a Chief Petty Officer and 13 enlisted men. This
squad cleared all beaches, roads and areas
ahead of the construction troops over a nine-
months period. Both Beach Parties and the
Demolition Squad have been recommended
for special suitable awards, and it is sincerely
hoped that these awards will be granted.”

The varied nature of the Demolition
Squad’s work can be seen from the pictures
reproduced here. Before jungle could be
cleared for road-building operations, the squad
had first to go out with its mine detectors.

Their efforts saved many lives among our num-

ber, without any doubt. There were also
armed, unexploded naval shells to be disposed
of in many places. And there were detonators
to be removed from both friendly and enemy
ordnance before much of it could be moved.

“As a sideline to this dangerous, but highly
important, activity, Cheif Winslow prepared
elaborate exhibits and displays of enemy ord-
nance for the purpose of indoctrinating the
Bees of the Battalion. In this manner, they
were familiarized with the various types of
ammunition used by the Jap, plus his large
selection of booby traps, grenades, mines, and
demolitions.

“While the 53rd NCB was attached to the
First Provisional Marine Brigade, during the
initial landing on Guam, they were detached
from the Marines on July 27, 1944, and as-
signed to duty under the Fifth Naval Con-
struction Brigade. The commander of the
Third Amphibious Corps, because of its early
detachment, did not include the 53rd NCB as
an integral part of the First Provisional Ma-



rine Brigade when that Brigade was recom-
mended for and received the Navy Unit Cita-
tion covering the Guam operation and, there-
fore, members of the 53rd NCB who partici-
pated in the Guam operation are not entitled
to wear a Unit Citation Ribbon.”

Destined for a long stay on Guam, the Bat-
talion was to put to good use the knowledge
and experience—the “know-how”™—it had
gained during the work-filled and adventure-
laden months spent in similar tropical hot-
spots. '

Immediately after the Guam invasion 2
change of commanding officers took place.
Cmdr. E. M. Denbo was placed in command
of the newly formed 27th Naval Construction
Regiment under the 5th Naval Construction
Brigade. Some months later the 53rd’s second
skipper was rewarded by receiving his fourth
full stripe as Captain in the Civil Engineering
Corps.

Thus, late 1n Jul\, 1944, our Excutive offi-
cer, Lt. Cmdr. C. A. Thompson, took command
of the Battalion on Guam and started the
task of assisting to build one of the greatest
Pacific bases of the war, working as a part of
the 27th Naval Construction Regiment. Com-
mander Thompson thus became the Battalion
leader most to be remembered due to his long
and faithful service with the unit since its
commissioning, and the 53rd Seabees were able
to continue their smooth performance without
the reorganization troubles which usually re-
sult from a change in commanding officers.

‘T'he work undertaken and accomplished on
Guam is quoted from Commander MacBean's
report to the Bureau of Docks and Yards,
d'ircd September 22, 1945:

“The 53rd NCB, in approximately 15
months, contributed greatly to construction
facilities completed by Naval and Army con-
struction troops on this Island. Major con-
struction jobs consisted of 12 miles of 56-foot
width, four-lane, high speed, coral-based, as-
phalt-surfaced hl__L,h\mv. completed in approx-
imately six months; six miles of 45-foot width,
three-lane, coral-based, asphalt-surfaced high-
way, completed in approximately two and
half months: six miles of 32-foot width, three-
lane, coral-surfaced highway, completed in two
months.

“These three road jobs contained over 800,
000 cubic yards of earth and rock excavation
and one of the heavy cuts was 92 [eet. The
construction of this road system received wide
publication in an article written by Commo-
dore W. O. Hiltabidle and published in 7he
Engineering News Record in the Spring of
1945.”
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Before any of this could be accomplished,
it might be well to point out, we faced and
solved the problem of overjoyed Guam na-
tives, quartered in a refugee camp close to
ours. Since they had little with which to occu-
py themselves after the liberation, they were
constantly under foot. Putting many of them
to work on Uncle Sugar’s payroll neatly clear-
ed up the situation.

The roads mentioned by the Commander
were built under the most difficult of condi-
tions, for, not only were we obliged, as usual,
to clear debris and search for live ammunition,
but we constantly worked as close to the front
lines as we could reasonably operate.

Lomm'mdcr MacBean's report continues:

“The 53rd NCB also built the first asphaltic
concrete plant on the Island of Guam. This
plant was set up in the Fall of 1944 and started
operating in December, 1944, and included
the necessary quarry for the coral aggregate,
primary and secondary crushing plant, rotary
dryer, and the hot asphalt heating and mixing
plants. In addition to operating all of these
plants, the 53rd NCB laid approximately 1,
500,000 square yards of asphalt paving on the
Island of Guam, which paving included air-
strips, taxi-ways, parking areas, roads and stor-
age areas.

“Another outstanding job accomplished by
the 53rd NCB during the months of April,
May, June, and July, 1945, was the construc-
tion of the east half of the north bomber strip
at North West Field, used by the B-29’s. This
paved strip, which was 10,000 feet long by 250
feet wide with a clearing width of 1000 feet,
involved a movement of approximately 700,
000 cubic yards of bed coral rock, 90 per cent
of which required blasting.

“The Battalion further assisted in building
a large portion of the Black Fuel Oil Tank
Farm for servicing the fleet, which involved
27 tanks, totaling 450,000 barrels capacity.

“Some of the other construction project wor-
thy of note accomplished by the 53rd NCB on
Guam are as follows:

*(1) Camp and administration area for the
[sland Commander, Major General Henry L.
Larsen, USMC.

*(2) Steel sheer pile-and-concrete dam and
pumping station with three-and-a-half miles of
12 inch pipeline, known as the Agat Water
Supply

“(3) Two-story cargo operations building
(25,000 square foot floor area) of steel-and-
concrete construction; and five two-story tim-
ber gear-locker buildings.

“(4) An aviation gas tank farm of four
(tanks), 10,000 barrels capacity each, and as-




sisted other units in constructing a 40,000 bar-
rel AvGas tank farm.

“(5) An eight-mile road project connecting
the villages of Agat and Umatac to provide a
connecting link with the southern road loop
of the Island was started late in the fall of 1945
and 1s still in progress at this writing.”

Let it not be thought that this prodigious
work was accomplished under ideal conditions,
or without interference from the Japs and the
Elements. Our reoccupation was far more cost-
ly and destructive than the island’s capture
by the Japanese, and the existing road system
was poor and inadequate. Early road con-
struction was carried ahead under heavy artil-
lery traffic. The shell fire shown in nearly all
of these pictures is American.

The Japs took Guam from us without in-
flicting great damage to the Island or its instal-
lations. This was due to the suddenness of the
Jap’s move. As a consequence, the facilities
and towns were not destroyed.

“But, when we wrested th Island from the
enemy’s tyrannical hands, we practically an-
nihilated it. So, the (lamagc tu be seen in the
pictures was caused by the devastating fire of
our own Naval guns™. The Commander ends
his comments on a cheerful note: *The work
on Guam was very lntcrchtmg_, and a credit to
any construction battalion.” In this connec-
tion, a study of some of the before-and-after
pictures appearing in the book will emphasize
the Commander’s point.

“There are comparative pictures, here,” he
says, “where the dentist’s office in one place
was very modern and up-to-date and, in an-
other place, offered pracically nothing with
which to work. ‘I'he man being treated in the
make-shift office, on Bougainville, with its
foot-operated drill, is a case in point. Also,
there are pictures showing how the 53rd Sea-
bees continued washing their own mess kits
like the Marines. And, finally, there are sev-
eral comparison pictures showing camps when
they were first started and when they were
completed.

“In compiling this book an effort has been
made to show pictures of the camp, where the
men lived and worked, since this became so
much a part of our lives that the barber shops,
Ship's Store, galley, and administrative offices
and shops will never be forgotten and we want
to remember some of those faces shown in
these pictures.”

Rehabilitation for the 53rd NCRB’s started
in April when our first contingent went back
to the States for leave and reassignment after
over two years hard, tough duty. A change of
commanding officers took place early in May,
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1945, when Commander MacBean relieved
Commander Thompson, who had been with
the Battalion since its commissioning. By Au-
gust all the old original men were on their way
home and replacements from the States took
their places among us.

BATTER UP!

All this, as we have seen, was accomplished
with considerable dispatch and serious appli-
cation on the part of all hands, but as time
went on we found some time for participation
in SPOTtS. So much so, in fact, that the Battal-
ion’s various teams were able to engage in
several tournaments, in which they gave ev-
cellent accounts of themselves.

Among the most enthusiastic boosters for
the various Battalion teams was the soft-spo-
ken, wiry “Sky Pilot” whom we all loved in
our rough way, Chaplain L. V. Johnson. His
already solid popularity with all of the Bees
jumped by leaps and bounds as he developed
into an ever-willing, “Four-O™ mentor. [t was
with the keenest disappointment that we saw
him evacuated, for reasons of ill health, before
he could witness some of the smashing victories
our teams enjoyed as time progressed.

Leading the field, of course, was the Great
American Game. The Battalion entered the
Island Command Baseball League on Guam
in October, 1944, to subsequently blast its way
to victory in 13 of the 16 games playved. Un-
fortunately, a tie game left the 53rd dangling
within half a game of first place in the League.

The team was first managed by Chief A.
Riley, and later by George McCaffrey. Among
the teams defeated by the red-hot 53rd were
the Third Marines and Hal White's CASU 12
club. Particularly pleasant was the whipping
of the Third Marines, for they later turned up
as Marianas champions.

The team, re-organized under Stanley Jus-
cen, went on from there to win seven straight,
before it tied one and then lost the next one, In
the last win chalked up for the Battalion, Ken-
ny Eagan pitched against Bob Klinger (103rd
Hospital), holding the Medics to the magni-
ficent sum total of one hit. Until the last
“Out!™ was called, it was a hair-raising game.
But we took it, 2-1.

Some of the outstanding talent in the Bat-
talion’s spiked shoes were Jim O'Neil, once
property of the NY Yankees; MacDonald,
farmed by the Cards; Pawloski, who had pre-
viously been a member of a St. Louis farm
team; and D'Arcangelo, short-stop for the Sea-
bee All-Stars.

Tennis became one of the most popular
sports indulged in by the Bees, and one which
permitted far more individual participation



than any other, It competed with basketball
for use of the magnificent concrete courts our
Bees built in the camp area. The large, smooth
court was set up to accommodate either bas-
ketball or tennis within a matter of minutes.

Since tennis was a constant favorite with the
men of the Battalion, the court was in contin-
ual use from dawn to dusk daily. After dark,
basketball took over, under huge, day-bright
floodlights. Individual participation in hoop
competition was almost as heavy as it was in
tennis, because each night saw the playing of
inter-Battalion or intra-Battalion matches.

Of particular note, too, is the intra-Battalion
tennis competion. In the first singles tourna-
ment, held in July and August, 1945, on the
53rd’s dual-purpose courts, Claude Higbee
won, defeating Charles Vaughn in the finals,
6-1, 6-2. At the same time, Chief DeMarcus
and Hal Ricker steam-rolled all competion to
take the first doubles tournament. For their
achievements, Higbee received a new tennis
racquet, and Vaughn, DeMarcus and Ricker
each received cigarettes,

A second singles tournament was played off
in September. This time, Higbee was trounced
in the semi-finals by Ensign Warfield, 6-3, 6-4.
Tom Byers reached the finals by nicking Lieu-
tenant Hunt, 6-3, 6-3, and then moved on to
win by whipping Ensign Warfield, 6-2, 6-3. A
racquet was the coveted prize.

Following the singles, a second doubles tour-
nament was played, developing into a hard-
fought final match. In this, Ensign Warfield
and Lieutenant Hunt lowered the boom on
Jansen and Ricker to the melodious tune of
6-2, 7-5. The result: two Schaeffer fountain
pens transferred into the officers’ hands.

Boxing, too, was popular, although it was
difficult for a great many of the Bees to partic-
ipate actively in The Manly Art, after oper-
ating equipment all day. In spite of this, there
were no complaints from the majority of the
men, forced to sit by in the role of spectators
when bouts were in progress. For these popular
events, Lieutenant Goldman served as referee
and announcer.

Boxing team members were agreeably sur-
prised, and availed themselves of much valu-
able instruction, when Commander Gene Tun-
ncy showed up in camp during the first part of

1945. We did our level best to make the affable,
brilliant boxing master feel at home while visit-
ing us.

On another occasion, we had a visit from
George Abrams, former world’s welterweight
champion, in company with Peewee Reese,
formerly of the Dodgers; and Angelo Bertelli,
lootball star of Notre Dame.

Such stellar visitors, from time to time, were
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always more than welcome. Others which come
to mind are Johnny Vander Meer. Cincinnati
Reds, pitcher of no-hit fame; Conny Ryan,
Boston Braves: Marino, Chicago Cubs; Red
McQuillen, St. Louis Brow ns; Dell E.nms. Phil-
lies; and Virgil Trucks, Detroit Tigers.

WAR’S END AND HOME

With the coming of V-E Day in May, 1945,
we began to have itchy feet. It had been a
great long time since many of us had seen our
homes. The States were little more than a fond
memory—a picture conjured up at odd hours
of the day and night, between jobs, or while
dozing over a magazine in the Battalion's new
Mobrak Memorial Library.

But there was still much work to be done.
We could do nothing but shrug and agree that
the Jap was still tough and would probably
last for a year or two. Of course, it was vaguely
hoped that he would see the hand-writing on
the thousands of walls we had built across the
Pacific, but we hesitated to put this hope into
the concrete form of words. It came as a joyous
surprise, therefore, when, only a few months
later, the Nips gave up the ghost.

We were not to secure our gear, however,
for there still remained many construction and
rehabilitation tasks to be done in the devas-
tated areas of Guam. We could now slow the
pace, though, and could find more time for
reflecting on the vastness of the work we had
done and the immeasurable value that work
had been. There was no doubting the contri-
butions we had made toward the successful
termination of the fight. We were rightfully
proud.

But, our pride was leavened by the sobering
thought of the Bees we had lost. There had
been three to fall at Guadalcanal: Dodd. Pye
and Smith; and four on Guam: Labbe, Mo-
brak, Simar, and Swanson. We were thankful
that we had been able to honor at least five of
them with the only kind of memorial they
would have asked for: Seabee construction
work. On Guadalcanal we had dedicated the
Dodd Bridge; on Guam, the Labbe Chapel, the
Mobrak Library, Swanson Field and the Simar
Movie Theatre.

Commander John D. Burky, CEC, USN,
relieved Commander MacBean on Guam, No-
vember 1, 1945, and continued demobilization
and the completion of Guam facilities. Early
indications were that the 53rd Seabees would
be inactivated by March 1, 1946. However,
like that old Navy rtradition, “Old Sailors
Never Die”, the 53rd was suddenly assigned

Bikini Atoll to prepare this now historic
spot for the Atomic Bomb Test, and they are
still there at this writing.
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Liberation. A portion of the vast throng of civilians who had come
down from the hills to the refugee camp above Agat.
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“D” day. Landing barges making the beachhead at Agat. Crane se-
cured to barge at left side of picture was operated H plus 2 hours by
53rd NCB. Ammunition and supplies were unloaded from barges
onto LVT’s (Amphtracs) and amphibious trucks, as well as onto reef.




“D” day plus 1. Group of 53rd NCB going ashore.

Repairing bridge close behind the line of battle at Agat.
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Dadi-Beach Road soon after the invasion. Clearing debris from road after the invasion.

fiew on the Sumay-Piti Road showing maintenance problem The fill for a road-bed is placed by crews of the
of keeping traffic moving. 53rd NCB.




Church in Agana destroyed by Naval
shell fire.

One of the early types of concrete
houses in ruins.

An outdoor oven.




A more modern type of concrete house
in ruins.

Another early project: a demolition party blasted this
damaged water tower to the ground; new Island
Command site.

One of the first projects undertaken by

the 53rd NCB: cutting down and remov-

ing steel (Pan American) gasoline storage
tanks at Sumay docks.




General Larson’s quarters.

Radio Communication building.

Below, left: More office buildings.

Below: Administrative offices.
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Belogw: During the early phases of construction on
Belogw: AdComPhibPac camp. the Cargo Operations building.
I £0 Uj g

Below: Cargo Operations office building. Bottom: Interior of Cargo Operations building.




Gear locker for docks. Five such buildings were
erected by the 53rd NCB.
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A typical fire station.

100x400 Mae West type warehouse under constructic

for SPDC.



Tumon Bay tank farm. Two 10,000

bbl. and twenty 1.000 bbl. tanks with

connecting lines were erected by the

53rd NCB. This was a part of the stor-
age for AvGas for B-29',

Installation of submarine pipe line
from tank farm across reel to tanker
discharge site. Approximately 1,500
lineal feet of pipe line lay on the reef.

Laying anchors for submerged pipe line.

Lundy, CMle, smoking pipe; Steve

Kusiak, SF2¢, on right. Others: 25th
NCB.




Erection of a 10,000 bbl. tank at the

Assan Point tank farm. Four such tanks

with connecting lines were erected at
this site.

Pumping station at Black Oil tank
farm. A similar station was installed by
the 53rd NCB at Tumon Bay tank
farm and the Assan Point tank farm,
and a booster station was installed on
the AvGas lines between the Assan
Point station and the Tumon Bay sta-
tion. Approximately 17 miles of pipe
lines for AvGas and Black Oil were in-
stalled by the 53rd NCB.

Erection of an 80,000 bbl. water tank

for dockside fleet service. This work was

done by members of the 10th Tank De-

tachment quartered in our camp. Ruins

of the old Marine barracks are shown in
the background.
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Bona Springs water development consisted of concrete pump and
small pumping station. This project added about 500,000 gallons per
day to the island supply.

Ummgosa water project. s work consisted of the construction
of 2 small dam built with a concrete and sheet piling core; concrete
spillway; a pumping station with two additional booster stations;
and approximately three miles of 12-inch water main. This system

80.000 bbl. tank nearing completion. added about 1.500.000 gallons per day to the island supply.
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Old Sumay-Piti Road under water near site of present Fleet Laundry.

First coral pit, commonly known as the “Silica Pit,” was put into operation soon
after “D” Day. Coral for early road maintenance, and later for base course on
newly constructed roads, warehouse areas, and camp areas came from this pit.




Early construction on the Sumay-Piti road. Note the Spreading the coral base course on the Sumay-Piti Road
handling of traffic. Crocher at the controls of the tourne-trailer.

-

Wagon Drills in ini-

tial operations on the

115" Assan Point cut.

Approximately 200,-

000 cu. yds. of exca-

vation came from
this site.

J. W. Phelps, SF2c;
.. Hanson, S2c;
W. E. Pence, SFlc:
J. J. Monahan, SFlc;
R. L. Smith, SF3c.

Starting shovel work on the Assan Point Cut. Later
more shovels and several pans were added to speed
completion of this job. The finished roadway at Assan Point.
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[nitial grading operations on the Seawall Cut. Shovel at work on the Seawall Cut.
pproximately 150,000 cu. yds. of excavation was removed.

Traffic hold ups were kept to a minimum. This
instance could have been a delay while the road
Finishing base course on Seawall Cut. was cleared after a blasting operation.
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Abowve: Grading on the entrance road
to the AROU Engine Test stands. Agat
village is in the background.

At Left: Pago River-Ylhg River Road.
Grading operation on hill near entrance
to the Third Marine Division Area,

Final surfacing on the beach road between Agana
and Harmon Field. Site of the Fifth Naval Con-

struction Brigade Headquarters shows on the Pouring culvert headwalls on the beach road be-
horizon to the right of the tractor. tween Agana and Harmon Field.
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The first bridge constructed on the new road This structure over Anigua River near the Agana
system of Guam, typical of several bridges built Cemetery is a reinforced concrete deck supported
by the 53rd NCB. on wood piling. Note shattered palm trees in

background.

Scene on another bridge. Most structures are wood deck on wood
piling bents.




Cleared area on North Bomber strip.
North West Field.

Preliminary grading with pans at N. W. Field.

Left, Below: Gangs of wagon drills at work on
12’ hard coral rock cut at N, W, Field.

Belozwe: Blasting charge goes off on rock cut

N. W. Field.




A2Y% cu. yd. and a 1% cu. yd. shovel at work
in hard coral formation after blasting,
N. W. Field.

Tournapull spreading fill, N. W. Field.

Right, Below: Finish surface grading at N. W.
Field.

Below: A finished portion of grading work at
N. W. Field. B-29s have started operating on
this portion of field.




OUARRY—CRUSHER—ASPHALT PLANT AND PAVING

Scene showing rugged
coral formation prior
to opening the Quarry.

Three tier operation in
Quarry.
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Belozw: Crusher in operation.

Abowve: 53rd NCB Crusher installation
about completed in early November 1944.

Asphalt Plant showing asphaltic concrete being
loaded into truck.

View of Crusher and Asphalt Plant in operation.



Paving near original site of 5th Field Depot on Completed portion on Marine Drive, st January 1943
Marine Drive. Mid-December 1944. ['his is a 44’ pavement,

Paved intersection AROU Area above Paving Fighter strip, Orote Field, 1st February 1945,
Sumay 22 January 1945.
Paving over Anigua River bridge, Agana, mid- Intersection of Cross Island Road with Marine
March. Chief Warrant Officers Cox and Captain Drive in Agana.

Denbo stand at end of bridge rail.




aree-lane pavement on the Cross Island Road above Agana. Pavement in ASD Warehouse area.

Paving a 100 foot strip at the docks. Asphalt pavement deck for Fleet Post Office, Apra Hark

Street paving, Base 18 Hospital area. Paving Warehouse area in SPDC.
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Demolition squad under Chief Winslow remov- Removing detonator from mine.
ing 8-inch Naval shell on Piti-Agana Road: Goss,
Jay, McLean, Eidemiller, Bowden, Morris, Ch.

Winslow.

Ammunition collected from Piti-Agana Road
during one day. Crew: Jay, Morris, Ch. Winslow, Chief Winslow with exhibit of booby traps, gre-
Bowden, McLean, Goss. nades, mortar shells, and ammunition.
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H. D. Smrra. CCM
T. W. Pye, CEM
L. E. Dopp, SF2c
A. S. S1mMAR, SF3c
A. L. LaBBg, CM2c

CLARENCE SwansoN, MM2c

R. J. MoBrak, COX.
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Guadalcanal
Guadalcanal
(Guadalcanal
Guam
Guam
Guam

Guam

Burial services for Labbe. The chapel was dedicated to Labbe.
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STHAR THEAYRE

Memorial services for Mobrak. The library is
named in memory of Mobrak. Movie, stage, and
screen are a memorial to Simar.

Burial services for Swanson. The athletic field is
named Swanson Field.

Bridge structure at Guadalcanal dedicated to
the memory of Dodd.




Ceremony on Swanson Field of Change of Command. Commander
J. P. MacBean, Jr., relieves Lt. Commander C. A. Thompson.

OFFICERS

First Row: Ensign Lucas: Ensign Seaver; Lt. (jg) Banghardr (Chaplain); Ensign Scalzo; Lt (1)

Timms: Lt. (jg) Hunt; Lt. (jg) Rudisell; Ensign Warfield, Second Rorer Lt Reid; Lt. Oien; Lt

LaVie: Lt. Comdr. Colvin (MC): Comdr. MacBean, OinC; Lt. Comdr, White, Exec.; L.t. Comdr,

Gossell (DC): Lt. Comdr. Dugge: Lt. Butcher. Third Row: Lr. (jg) Smith: W, O. Junel; Lt (je)
Woll; Lt. (jg) Sodeman; C. W. 0. Webb; C. W. O. Wright; C. W, O. Pollard.
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P C A M P

New Camp site with a few temporary
tents. The General Mess site is shown
being graded in the left foreground.

Bakery, Galley, and General Mess under The entrance road. Coral was used only on the
construction. main roads during the first few weeks following

the invasion.

A late view of the completed camp with
the General Mess, Recreation Quonset
hut, Chapel, Ship’s Store, and Barber
Shop shown in center of picture. The
group of quonsets is the Administration
Area, and “A" Company, “B” Company,
and “C" Company are to the right. Ofh-
cers’ country is shown in upper right.




A view looking across Headquarters Com-
pany, the laundry, and “C” Company to
the Chief’s area.

A view from the top of the water tanks in

the Chief’s area. The transportation area

is in the left background and Swanson
Field is in the right background.

“D” Company area.




Post Office with General Mess in rear.

TR,

Mess gear wash stands.

Water point to rear of camp. This is a

stand by installation. Chlorinators are

shown in the foreground with filters and
sediment tank in the background.




Office of O.0.D. Ensign Scalzo coming on
duty; Prime duty chief coming on duty:
Al Infante CCM duty chief going off
duty; Chief W.O. Wright going off duty;
Kaplan, telephone operator, in window.

Communications -office with Kaplan at
the switchboard.

Post Office—M. L. Taylor, MaM2c, and
C. A. Crow, MaMIc, at work.




Sick Bay i the jungle at Bougainville:
Klauder, CPhM; Randall, PhM2c; and
Dr. Chute, SMO.

Sick Call; Dr. Colvin seated, back to
view; Jack Dyball, PhM3c, with
thermometer.

Dr. Colvin and Lalcegard making call in
ward, Haynes and Flannigan patients.




Jungle dentist on
Bougainville. Dr.
Behrens and assis-
tant operating foot
propelled drll.

Lopfer, PhMIc, in the sick bay
laboratory.

Dr. Straub and Anderson, PhM2c, assisting.




machine, Glassman standing.

Disbursing office in foreground, Supply
Office in background. Supply Office: Rem-
ke, back to view; Frizzel; Gudie, CSK:
Edelen; Lt. (jg) Hunt, Supply Officer;
C.W.0. Wright; Lt. (jg) Rudasill, Dis-

bursing Officer; Silverman.

Cobbler shop—George Woodman at work.

Personnel Office with
Yeomen at work.
Personnel shown
are: Mansfield. A..
Y2c, and Reynolds,
J.;:Sle.




Laundry, 25# -capacity, washer on the left

operated by Semore Smuts. Nelson R.G.. S1c

operated by Semore Smuts, Nelson R.G., Slec,
back to view, Spinelli SSM(L)3c.

Norman Campbell and Harry Hancock; Ship’s Barber Shop—Gwin and Bryant, operators.
Service Store, Barney Lavarnway, Charles Edel-
en, and Danny Graef.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL

Front Row: Rex Carpenter; Wm. Locke:
W. B. Flippen, EM3c; M. A. Rumore,
MMIe; E. K. Sills, EMlc; M. Gookin,
EM2e; L. ]J. Thompson, EM2c; W. L.
Douglas, EM2¢; Cha Revnolds, EMic;
\. D. DeHarr, ENI . Davis, EMIe¢;
R. C. Kock, EM3c. Rea : Chief W. ()
Thomas; L. D. Britton, CEM; B. D. Brit-
ron, CEM; B. D. McDonald, EM2¢; Joe
Foreman, EMle; H. C. Krause; EM2e;
I. D. Gerhart, EM1c; N. L. Kildaye, CEM;
L. A. Wuerth, EM2¢; G. M. Huntsinger,
EMlc: L. W. Leach; EM2¢; B. H. Scott,
EMIle.




Paint Shop—Chester Jankowski, O. W. Lundberg.

rer f\.i]np (':Il'fu"ll!l'l'. CMle; H.‘l;_:;_:t‘lfl"_, CMIle; Robert Stout, CM2e. I’illl!lhhl;-_{ Sl‘mp—-—|“|'l;f.,'-,'rr.xh|. CSF;: Underwood, SF3c.

setmetal Shop—Herson, Fryles, Hannin, CM, Bonelli, Lipscomb. Auro Paint Shop—Kaiser, Prr2e.




Machine Shop—G. L. Lesh (at Grinder), Gary.

Salvaged Jap brass being molded
into bushing stock at Guadalcanal by
L. G. Domyan, Castle, Strzalkowski.

Ben Rusin, MMSlc, operating shaper; Strzal-
kowski to rear.




Entertainers, Left to Right: Eddie
Carbullido, R. W. Folks, Fitzgerald,
J. L. Harris, R. L. Owens, H. R. Clif-
ton, Monsuier, Keokua,
Montgomery.

Chiefs’ Mess Cooks: Front Row—

Fitzgerald, Freeman, Sullivan, Mos-

ley. Rear Row—St. Pierre, Mobrak.
Normand, Warren.

Interior of Chiefs’ Mess.




Butcher Shop: Front Row—Lameraux, Ruth-
erford. Standing—]acon, J. Jacobs, Jarvis.

Cooks and Bakers: Savard; Wm. Phillips; Wm. Cooks and Bakers: Johnsen, Cottel, S. Pafford,
Jones, SC3c; George Smith, SC3c¢; Bouchard; C. Grubbs, Cain, J. Werth, Bouchard, Sarard.
Rooks; H. Cottel; Bert Harvey.

Galley Crew.
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Chaplain Johnson. Dedication of Labbe Chapel—14 January 1945,

Chaplain Banghardt at his desk.
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V-] Day: Chaplain Peck, Comdr., Bri-
gade Chaplain; Chaplain Banghardt at
microphone; Commander J. P. MacBean,

Jr.

53rd NCB Band: First Row
Morris Buckley, Robert Bab-
bitt, C. J. LeBlanc, John Sod-
ergren. Second Row—Al Fitz-
gerald, Ernest Jefferies. Tom g - ey . o
Read. Third Row—Ray Ous- ] . ST N0 T Lo T
ley, Jake Grossman, Tommy - Ay’ : s v
Downs, Ernie Shaeffer.
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[nterior of Hobby Shop.

View showing Recrea-

tion Quonset on the left

and Hobby Shop in
foreground.

Second Anniversary Cake.




Mobrak Memorial Library and the
Administration buildings in left back-
ground.

[nterior of Library.

Education Office with R, R, Hare—
Cox. in charge and applicant
Barthold.
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R E C R EATTIT O N

Navy All Star Game on Swanson Field.

Ball team in front of
Recreation Quonset:
First Row — Scalon,
Egan, O'Neill, McCaf-
ferty, Jorstad, Kusiak.
Second Row — Payne,
[D’Archangle. Deluca,
Bacharty. Third Rozwe
— Wren, Framaniele,
Pawloski, Jusein.




Scene at Navy All Star Game: Mickey Vernon, Baseball celebrities at CPO Mess.
Senators, coaching at 1st; George Dickey, White
Sox; Johnny Mize, Giants; Del Ennis, Phillies.

Committee: McConnel, Specialist;
Silvers; Chaplain Johnson; Riley,

CBM.
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Typical scene at Boxing Matches. McConnel Boxers and seconds have their picture taken with
gives boxers instructions. Dobson of 53rd NCB Commander Gene Tunney.
stands to right.

Others have their picture taken with Comdr. Tunney

and Lt. Comdr. Jim Crawley: Silvers, Chapiain John-

son, Lt. Comdr. Thompson, unidentified, Comdr. Gene

Tunney, McConnel, Riley CBM, Lt. Felix Reeves, Lt.
Comdr. Jim Crawley.

) A6

Celebrities visiting on another occasion:
George Abrams, former World welter-
weight champion, Chief Specialist at
59th NCB; George Dickey, Chief Spe-
cialist at Base 18 Hospital; Peewee
Reese, Dodgers; Angelo Bertelli, Notre
Dame; and Lt. Goldman, Referee and
Announcer.
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Soft Ball Team and visitors:
First Row—ILa Plenitierre,
J. D. Jacobson, Chaplain
Johnson. Second Row —
Johnny Vander Meer, Cin-
cinnati Reds; Conny Ryan,
Boston Braves; Marino,
Chicago Cubs; Red Mec-
Quillen, St. Louis Browns;
Dell Ennis, Phillies; Virgil
Trucks, Detroit Tigers;
Ralph Dondi, MMIlc;
Ralph Lee, SF3c; John
Phelps, SF2¢. Third Row—
Piazza, I'rimble, Hancock,
Shortle, Wedel, Don Sweet,
C. G. Hayes, Gaskill, Hunt-
singer. Fourth Row —
C.W.0. Webb, R. Gibbs,
J. P. Drumm, A. Hayes,
J. T. Grainger, Rathburn,
Dodd. Fifth Row—F. Wal-
lace, Kusiak, Jennings,
Sperrandro, Hargrove.

CPO Club.

Combination Tennis Court and Bas-
ketball Court. Final game at 53rd NCB
tennis tournament; Vaughn, Highee

serving.




£01
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Reading from Left to Right: First Roww—Paul B. Lucas, Buck Seaver, Willard E. Bangharrt, R. J. Scalzo, A. I. Simms, W. N.

Hunt. A. J. Rudasill, J. D. Warfield. Middle Row—George F. Reid, Jr., G. V. Oien, C. H. LeVee, J. W. Colvin, J. B. Mac-
Bean, Jr.. C. V. White, John D. Gossel, Jr., Howard J. Duge, F. C. Butcher. Back Row—R. V. Smith, H. D. Junell, Jerome
M. Wolf. P. C. Sodemann. Gordon H. Webb. Paul Wright, Harold Pollard, K. F. Estes.




From:

To

l.

Commendations

HEADQUARTERS
THIRD MARINE DIVISION, FLEET MARINE FORCE
IN THE FIELD.
13 November 1943.

The Commanding General.
The Third Marine Division, Reinforced.

Third Marines.

Ninth Marines.

Twenty-first Marines.

Twellth Marines.

Nineteenth Marines.

Special Troops.

Service Troops.

Advance Naval Base Unit #7.

Commander, Air Forces, Northern Solomons.

Second Raider Regiment.

Third Defense Battalion.

Naval Construction Battalion, First Marine Amphibious Corps.

Branch #3, Fourth Base Depot.

The Commanding General, Third Marine Division, Reinforced, takes great pleas-

ure in publishing the following letter of commendation from the Commanding General, First Ma-
rine Amphibious Corps:

«HEADQUARTERS
FIRST MARINE AMPHIBIOUS CORPS
GUADALCANAL, BS.L

I'rom: The Commanding General. )
o ['lhe Commanding General, Third Marine Division, Reinforced.
Subject: Commendation.

L. At seven-thirty on the morning of I November 1943, the Third

Marine Division, Reinforced, under your command, commenced landing
against opposition in the CAPE TOROKINA Area, BOUGAINVILLE Island,
British Solomon Islands. f\lrlmu;_,h subjected to enemy fire, and to bombing
and »n.:fm;_, attacks by enemy aircraft, the officers and men under your com-
mand, receiving their baptism of fire, were personally observed by the Corps
Commander to land fearlessly and without hesitation, to advance and to
destroy all enemy forces encountered that did not flee into the jungle. Sub-
sequent to the initial landing and destruction of enemy beach defenses, your
forces advanced inland into the jungle-like area against remaining opposition
to seize and establish the planned objective. The determined action and
courage of your forces resulted in landing with minimum losses, and seizure
of an area vital to continued operations for destruction of enemy forces in
their last stronghold in the British So'omon Islands.

2 The conduct of the Marine and Naval units under your com-
mand was in accordance with the highest traditions of the Naval Service and
is a source of great pride to your Corps Commander,

-

3. Please publish to all units of your command.
‘A. A. VANDERGRIFT"*

(Continued on next page)
&
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7y Although the Division Commander is keenly aware of the outstanding achieve-

ments of units of this reinforced division in combat, it is a source of deep satisfaction to know
that his opinion is concurred in by our distinguished Corps Commander, Lieutenant General
A. A. Vandergrift, USMC.

3: The Division Commander is most fortunate in having under his command Marine
Corps and Naval organizations that have lived up to the very highest traditions of the U. S.
Naval Service. With such spirit, courage, loyalty, and devotion to duty by all hands, there can
be no question as to the outcome of this and other campaigns in which we are privileged to
participate.

4. Heartiest congratulations and very best wishes to all hands of the Third Marine
Division, Reinforced.
3 Please publish to all units of your command.
(S5) A. H. TURNAGE
A. H. TURNAGE.
* * * *

CORPS BOMB DISPOSAL UNIT
HEADQUARTERS—III AMPHIBIOUS CORPS
IN THE FIELD
27 August 1944,
MEMORANDUM TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER
53rd NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

1. The Corps Bomb Disposal Unit in conjunction with 1st
Marine Prov. Brigade Units would like to acknowledge via C. P.
Corrigan, Lt. (jg), and A. O. Winslow, CSF, the excellent work done
by the 53rd N.C.B. unit.

2. The members of the 53rd N.C.B. unirt are:

Winslow, A. O. CSF Winklepeck, G. GM2c
Howell, F. R. GMlc Panolia, A. F. EMJc
Suchman, J. M. GMIlc Lewis, E. L. CM3c
Oberer, P. F. EMle¢ Maclean. C. D. SF3c
Johnson, E. J. SFle Ward, C. H. Ptr3c
Daniel, B. K. CM2c Bowden, E. W. Sle
Eidemiller, M. E. CM2¢ Callahan, P. F. Slc

3 Their function as an auxiliary Bomb Disposal Unit in

the discovery, and in many cases, immunization of enemy ordnance,
contributed greatly to the overall success of the Guam operation.

4. As Corps Bomb Disposal Officer, I would like to com-
mend Chiel Winslow and members of his squad for their work in this
extra-hazardous duty.

(s) G. W, Sarhlar, Jr.
G. W. Sarhlar, Jr.
Captain—MR.
GWS,al
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DETACHMENT FROM FIRST PROVISIONAL
MARINE BRIGADE

FIRST PROVISIONAL MARINE BRIGADE
Fleet Post Office. San Francisco, Calif,

3 August 1944.

From: The Commanding General.
To0 = The Commanding Officer, 53rd Naval Construction Battalion.
Vial 3 The Commanding General, TIT Phib Corps.
Subject: Appreciation of services.
l. Upon detachment from the Ist Provisional Marine Brigade, I wish

to express to the officers and men of the 53rd Naval Construction Battalion my
sincere appreciation for their excellent performance of duty while under my com-
mand.

2, Your services were particularly helpful to this Brigade Headquarters
on Guadalcanal, by assisting in the construction of our camp, which provided the
staff a suitable place to prepare plans for the current operation. Upon debarkation
on Guam. the 53rd Naval Construction Battalion immediately began construc-
tion of a road net without which transportation to assault troops would have been
most difficult.

< The prompt and efficient manner in which the officers and men of
the 53rd Naval Construction Battalion performed their duties aided materially the
success of this phase of the operation, and are in keeping with the fine record es-
tablished by Naval Construction Troops in the South Pacific.

LEMUEL C. SHEPHERD, JR.

7 188-jg Ist Endorsement 6 August 1944,

HEADQUARTERS, III AMPHIBIOUS CORPS, IN THE FIELD

From: The Commanding General.
i [0 A The Commanding Officer. 53rd Naval Construction Battalion.
Subject: Appreciation of services.

15 Forwarded with pleasure and congratulations.

ROY S. GEIGER.
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27th Naval Construction Regiment. Officer in Charge with his five Battalion Commanders. Left to right: Marshall Barnett,
Walter Blue, . M. Denbo, |. P. MacBean, Joshua Davis, Richard Mann.
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“Where vuh from, Mac?"—The
eternal question. In the following
pages we tell where we were from
and where we would like to return.




OFFICER PERSONNEL OF THE 53RD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION

BURKY, John D., Comdr,, CEC-USN, 26-25 "B
St, Eureka, Calif.

DENBO, Edward AL,
ham, N, C.

Comdr., CEC-USNR, Dur-

HARRIS, Roy M., Comdr, CEC-USNR., R005
23rd Ave., N.W., Seattle 7, Wash,
MACBEAN, John P, Jr, Comdr,, CEC-USNE,

4100 Washington Rd.,, West Palm Heéach,

ln,
BEHRENE,

Frederick A, Lt, Comdr., CDC-
USNKR, 124 N, Macoupin 8t., Gillesple, 1L
CHUTE, James L. Lt. Comdr, MC-USNR,

Winnne Ave., Osterville, Mass,
COLVIN, Joseph W., 1., Comdr., MCO-USN.
GOSSEL, John 1., Li. Comdr.,, PC-USNR, 45-26
41th’ St., Long Island, N, Y,
DUGE, Howard J, Lt, Comdr., CEC-USNR.
LEVEE, Clarence H., Lt. Comdr., CE(O-UBNR,
1801 Shadow Lang, Little Rock, Ark.

PAPA, John 8., Lt Comdr, MC-USNI, Bright-
waood Rd.,, Bristel, Conn.

THOMPEON, Charles A, Lt. Comdr,, CEC-
USNR, 308 St. Charles St, Birmingham 9,
Ala,

WHITE, Clyde V. Lt. Comdr., CEC-USNR,

4708 Washington St., 8. Charleston 3, W.
Va.

ACH( , Fradérlck B, Lt, CEC-TSNR, 29
{r Y Bt Lynn, Masa,

BATES, A. J., Lt., CEC-UBNR.

BERGAN, Lt, CEC-USNR, 41 Car-

William P,
roll 8t, Trenton, N, J.

BUTCHER, Frederick 00, Lt, CEC-USNR, 1649
Greenfield Ave., Los Angeles, Calif
CONNELLY, Francis X. Lt CE'('.-[-r-NH. 1156

Anthony S8t., Roohester, N,
CORRIGAN, Charles P., Lt, CEC-USNIR, 160

Ensf 48th St.,, Now York, N. Y.
DIKEMAN, Worth H., Lt, CEC-USNR,

togn, Calif,

GILROY, Willlam A., Jr, Lt, CEC-USNI,
JOHNSON, Itys V., Lt, ChC-USNR, 1310 N,
Naw Hampshire, Los Angeles 27, Callf,
KEAN, BEdward, Lt, CEC-USNR, Rt 1, Va-

1o, Pa.

Calls-

BATTALION

KELLY, John J., Lt, SC-USNR, 61 North
Hampton Ave., Springfleld, Mass,
KENNEDY, Frank 8, Lt, CEC-UISNR, 20 Llan-

dile Kkd., Lianerch, Pa.

MecADAMS, James R, Lt., CEC-USNR, Web-
ster Hotel, Chicago. 1L

MeLAUGHLIN, Drew, Lt, SC-TUSNE.

MILILIC . Thomag L., Lt, CEC-USNR, Cliy-
ton v M

OIEN, Gustay T, Lt, CEC-Y Arllugton,

Wiishington ar Plrtsburg, ¢

PATTON, g ., I.r CEC-USNR, IIFD 2,

PELLER, Phillip A, Lt., CEC-USNR, 1524 South
13th Ave., Mn\uoml 1.

REEVES, Folix W, Lu, CEC-USN R, .
9 Austin, Texas,

George T, Jr, Lt.
14th St., Apt. 6, Long Beach,
Jerome W, Lt, CEC-TISNR,

« ChC-TUSNR, Box 224,

0, Box

REID,
Fust
ROLORF,
ROWLAND, Perry A, Lt
Whrsnw, Mo,
SPRAGUE, David W., Lt.,
8t., Hubbard, Ohio.
STRAUB, Robert L., Lt.,
87th Su., Chicago, Il
WOLF, Jeroamoe M., Lt, C
Davis, Okla.
BANGHART, Willard B, Lt. (jg), ChO-USNT,
University Park, Osknloosa, lown,
HAGERT, Edward 8, LL (jg), CEC-USNR,
1428 Cottonwood St., Grond Forks, N, D,
HUNT, Wallice M., Lt, (Jg), SC JSNR, Wast
1907 Muntgon r AvVe,, Spok: Wash,
AMARTIN, Theodore O, Lt (ig), ChC-USNR.

CEC-USNR, 540
Collf.

MC-UUSNR, 160 Hager

CEC-USNR, 946 West

EO-USNR, Box 235,

MELLINGER, Lowall P, Lt (jg), CEC-USNT,
123 Logan Si.. Irumillu Il
RICH, Charles W., Lt. (Jg), CEC-USNR,

RUDASILL, A. J, Li. (i),
South Center St, Clinton, 1L

SEAVER, Geor A., Jf Lt (ig), CEC-USNR,
1218 Elsonore :-il., Neéew Orleans, La.

SMITH, Robert V., Lt (jg), CEC-USNE, 263
Washington Ave,, Brooklyn, N. Y.

SC-USNR, 310

SODEMANN,

Paul ., Lt (jz). USNR,

2241% North Carroll St., Madi Wis.
STOLL, Julius, Jr, Lt. (ig), MO-
TIMMS, Avery, Jr., Lt (ig). 38 1601
West 60th St., Los Angele Calir.
LUOC ‘\% Paul B., Enk, CEC-USNE. P. 0. Box

125, Santan Rosa, Calif,
ROBERTS, R. K., Ens.,
SCALZO, Robert J., Eus,

Cosendia Ave,, Sedttle
STROBINO, Frank L., E
WARFIELD, Jaumes IO,

Pine St.. Winnetks, K
ADLER, Hurold J,, WO, CEC-USNR.
CALVERT, Jessie V., WO, CEC- NI, 224 East

Rosewood St.. San Antonlo, Tex.
€OX, Cyrll L, WO, CEC-USNE.

i arpug Christl, Tex.

COX, Bamuel J., WO, CECSUSNH., RL. 2, Box
TH8o, I'»m-nmlitiu Callr,
DUNDAR, l’wu\u- WO, &

i8th 3 ‘]urh N. Y,
ESTES, Kenneth F., Oh. Carp, CEC-USNR.
FREEMAN, Cameron A, WO CEC-UUSENR, 838

Menchala St., San Antonlo, Tex.

C-USNER.
CEC-USNE, 1211

Wash.

CEC-TISNR.

 CEC-USNR, 1124

Box 13485,

EC-USNR, 160 East

GUAY, Roger W, WO, CEC-USNR, 7 Me-
Kinley St, Concord; N. H.
JUNELL, Hornce D, WO, CEC-USNE.

MeGUFRIN, Josse [,

WO, CEC-USNR, Arnmsas
Pany, Tex,

MURCHIBON, Roderick, WO, CEC-USNR, Kali-
spall, Mont.

POLLARD, Harold, WO, CEC-U B.

THOMAS, William ., WO CEC-UISNR, 516
Hart St,, llnlilclu_\uhtu,,. I'.A

WEBB, Gardon H., WO, CRO-USNE, 430 N.

2and 8t,, Kitnsas Clty, Kan,

WILSON, I-«in:;r-i W., WO, CEC-USNR, RFD
1, Little Folls, N. .

WRIGHT, Paul, Ch, ( . OEC-USNR, 1508
West 78th St., Loz Angoles, Calif.

COLLIER,
RLAUDER,
CRAVAN,

Georga ¥, Ch. Carp,,
Charles 'H., Ch.
Wiltér L., Carp., CEC-US

CEC-USNR.
Carp. T8N,

ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF THE 53RD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION

i, i’"_.‘\l
Kai
Sk .'I.n-lo ‘. 33rd 8t..

CMle, Box

ABERNATHY, 1018 Brond-
Wiy, Kansas

ABRAMS, _Mark, Brook-

yn, N. Y.
ABSH‘I.I Elpe A, 202, Wetumka,
In.

.\(.OI‘*'J‘;\ Federico A, Bile, Bacarrn, I. N,

I

ADAMS, Everett ., 8F2c, 13% Merrlmnok St
Nashun, N. H,

ADAME, lll\’]lln R, EMic, 4031 Mountain
View, Hremerton, Wash,

ADAMS, Hu)umn(l T., MMile, 8. 1525 Hogan,
Spoknne 16 aah,

ADAMS, Robert (. CM2e,

ADAMS, Rufus L, CM2e, Wampes, 8. O

ADAMSON, Harcld ¥, Ptric,

ADDIE, Wilbur J., CMlo.

AGER, Fred W, MM2e, Rt. 2, Colorado

Springs, Colo,
AINSWORTH, George 17, 10082 Sutter
Bt., SBun CFrapcleco, Collf,
ALBALIN, Samuel I, Ptrie,
vo,, Low Angelos 29, Callf

ALBON, Robert H SIM4e, 151 Cormwall Ave,

TiMle,

13136 8, Arizonn
1T\

Watorbury @4, l.'urm.
ALCANTARA, Aliplo, 8CQ3e¢, AGC Paclfle, TIL,
HSan Francisco Callf.

ALLEGRONE, George A, CMie, 50 Dartmouth

St., Pitek d, Mass,

ALLEN, Geo W.. BI'lg; 25661 Plnknoy St
Omahn, b,

ALLISON, Richard 5, 8fle, Rt 1, Sarver, Pu.

ANDERSON, Allan .,

GM2Ze,
Nashyille, Tenn,

Simmons Ave.,

ANDEREON, Bror H.,, C8F, 2018 Arthur Ave.,
Chi o 45, 1IL

ANDERSEN, Chanley V., PiM2c, 128 E. Third
St Ut Loke City 1, Utah.

ANDERBON, Andrew P.,, MMie, 2067 Iligh-
Innds, Renton, Wash,

ANDERSON, Frank N., MMS2c, 1506 8.
Bonnlo Bma. Log Anm-lc-u G, Calf.

ANDERSON, Jucob, StMle, 1120 Burg 8L,

Houma, Lo
ANDERSON, S8lgeald L., Fle, 76
Indinn Orehard, Mass,
ANDEREON, Thorold C,, PhMle
ANDREWS, John N, MM2e,
ANDREWS, Ralph D., COM,
City, Fla.

Decntur 8t

Box 216, Orange

BATTALION

ANTONUCOL, Thomns I,
Avae, Palerson, N, J.
ARMSTRONG, Herbort 8,

L 1o, Calir,

CMle, 120 Wehster

MAM3e,

Box 4531,

\Il\t\i l) Cecll L., CM2eo, 901 W. Baveuth
8 1 5 D

.\I’\ULI' Lester 1., Jdr., CM2e, 3348 Edlson
St., Salt Lake Clty 6, Utah.

\Il\?'}"’-l-,.\ Arntfelt, WiT2e, 1612 Sixth Ava,

Brooklyn, N,
ARRINGTON, H([.,Inu]d Y2,
ASAY, Frank A, © 1

J\(:lu Wrecking
ASP, Klas H,,

Sykesville, Md,
tt. 3, cfo Johnson
Everelt, Wash,

CCM, Nolegonden Ohm Skovde.
Swoden,

\li-.lt Josoph F., Box 188,

ah,
-\LII!'N Dnnde, SF1c, 2048 8.
delphin, Pa.
AUTIERI, Alfred, CM2e,
tl'llnﬂ[l‘lll < L
BACHERT, Russgel B, MaM2¢, Dolano, Pa.
BACK, Ollver B., f"*il"‘
B;\JJAI.J\MFN’PI John N, 8le, 7007 Modbury,
Detroit 11, Mich,

f‘

8Fle, Monrog,

215t Bt Phlla-

432 Princess Ave,,

BADERTSCHER, Vietor H,, CSK, 1507 30th
A Seattle, Wash.

BAGG TE, .l'nlm ., CMle, Peridido, Aln,

Il.\l;d.\f. Josge J., MM, BDox 43, Palmaotto,
P

BAHLMANN, Leo W., SFic, Tripoll, Towa.

BATLEY, Ernest A, CMle, 414 S Wheoling,
Kanans Clty 1, Mo,

HJ\I] « Hranest A., CMile, 414 8 Whaoling

nlawn, N. Y,

u.-\ulg| Charles J.,, BMde, Box 47, Liston,
i

BAKER, Borry W., AMM2Ze, 16817 Tamploman

St.; Shroveport, La.
BAKE l{ Mpurlce G., OCMig, 20
ver, Ind.
BAKER, Raymond M., OKZ¢, Rt.
Nuvasota, Toex
BAKER, Willlam A., CMle, 2131 Arthur St
Fresno, Colif,

[

7 Church St.,

1. Box 142-L,

BARKKELA, John D., Ptrie, Cuyuna, Minn.
BALDWIN, \\‘lltl.am R.. CMle, Clty 30, Groens-
boro, N. C

BALETKA, Justin L., Yie, 101
Oklahoma City, Okln.

BALL, Raymond E. Sie.

BALL, Sldney 8., .

N.OW. 16th St

1o

BALLARD,
ford,

BAL lu\i-l}

Harlow S, 2297 1Gth Ave,

- Slg, RE 8

Rock-

Jayton, Tex

BALTES CM2:, New Market,
: Ste.
CM2e, 659 Venturn St

uN, L
illlm-’-u-

BARDEN, Raymond E., UM3e, %6 Washington

AV, Walthiam, Masy.

BARKER, Jolin H, Jr. EMle, 720 FPatrlek
S, Charleston, W, Va

BARKER, Joseph A, \I\llu 600 5. Seventh

Maryaville, Kan,
DALE., Benjamin R,
il S, Richmond, Vi
RD. Arthur F,, Cox,
C,

MM2c, 869 N.

3617 18a6th B,

N.E., Washington, D,

BARNARD, Maleolm L., Fle, Rt. 10, Knox-
ville, Tenn.

]'Jz\I{\.\ 38, Murman X, BM2a, Rt 2, Zubulon,

BARNES, Luther 3., BFile, 3313 Cherry 8t
Rt. 4, Box 742, Tampa, Fhy,

BARNETTYE, Oran L., BM2¢, Box 661, Rioh-
wood, W. Va.

BARN F'I‘l'k Omn H.,, BMZc, 1237 8 Ave,

Filmare, La,
BARR, Norman DD,
Havertown, Pa.

MMie, @310 Oxford Ta

BRARRY, Robert P., CM2c, 1635 N. High St,,
Columbus, Ohlo.

BARTEE, Robert €., SF3¢, Interlachen, Fln

BARTELS, John ¥, CMte,

BARTHOLD, Lee G, Jr., SFic,
Ril., CoxCob, Conm,
BASS, Ermest T.. Jr,
Tallnhinsgee, Fla.
BAUER, Alex J., CMle,
Churles  E, J.,
Phllsdelphia, P
ER., Jdohn C., Jr.,, Bilo,
8t., Chleago, 111
BAYER, Donald J,, MM2¢,
St Paul, Minn,
2 Robvert E. .Jr.,
Tupelo, Miss.
BEARD., Lloyd E., CM2e, Rt. 1, Box §S.
Shubuto, Miss,

BEAUDION, John, 8Tile,

34 Strickiand
EM2Z¢, 322 Hull Dr,

Haolena, Okla.
4424 Chustnut

Box 164,
MM,

4465 8. Walls

1871 Hyncinth Ava,

BE! 8C3¢, 914 Blalr 8L,

Derry, La,



PE,AL“PRE. I.{Jtrm:uul H., GMlc, Rt. 2, Frank-
N.

BECHTEL, Charles B, JIr, WT2e, 948 Fern
Ave, Reading, Pa
RECHTEL, John M, SC2, Maln St

Schwenksville, i,
BECHTOLD, Edwin R,, 5Fle, 403 N, Franklin,

Aarshall, Tex.
BEDNARZ, Stanley J., OMie,

Bayonne, N. L
BEHNER, Gordon A, OMleg,

32 W. 18th Si.,

2430 Illinols St.,

Topeka, Kan.
BELDEN, \-'lnr'i‘rlt J.. OSKD, 11 Schuyler St
Utlea, N

BELIL; John “. w SMIc, 306 W. Central Ave,.

Toledo, Ohlo,

BENIEY, Staphen L., MMig, 811 8, 15th Bt
Maywood, TIL

BENNETT, Edgar P., Ptr2e, Box 414, Heher
Bpringa, Ark.

BENNETT, James I, Jr, PhMZe, 4501 W,
Washington HBlvi., Chicogo, 1L

BENNETT, Roger D, S5ML2e, 2010 Loch

altimors, M,

Rave Rd.,
CM2c.

BENNETT, Willlam H.,
BEPPLE, Arthur,
BERG, BEdward J,, 90 8 Taurel Bt, Apt.
Yertura, Carlif,
BFRL-SERH\[ Lowall W, MoMMic, 1547 815
05 Portland, Ore,
FIT‘I:I\.O“’IL. 2, Poter 8, SPie, 3604 8,
fleld. Ave,, Chlengo, L
BERNSTEIN, Irving Yie, 0666
Muattapnn 20, Muoss,
BERRY, Rea M, OMic,
Des Molnes, lown.

Marsli-
Norfolk 8t

BE0R Brattloboro Ave,

BERTRANID, Robert J.,, OMie, 141 Timson St
Lynm, Mnass,

BETTA, John, Cox, 2ist Ave, 85, Brooklyn,
e 6

BERRY, S('llr('%’ ., CM3¢ !

BIBEBY, Bllly R 'q-l"lt" ll{. 3, Box 11, Homuor,
L,

BICKLEY, Harold T}, Fie, 3241 B, Malu St,

Fostorin, Ohlo,

BIRKEL, Robert B, SKD3e, 107-04 166th 8t,
Jamalea, N. Y.

BISHOP, Géorge J., Fle, 60 Chestnut 8t
Leominster, Muas

HIS!!OI' Tippina P, Bkrig, 784 N.W. 18th

Milamli, Fla,
B[.-\L KISTON, Walter L, (‘i‘ll. 207 Pritchard
8t., Elizsnboth Clty, N, C
BLAKE, Donnld J., Phdle, ‘86 Packard St
Cra

gton, . 1.
BLAND, Wosloy J.,
Cambridge, Muass
BLAND, Willlam, © !
l'llnMQ!Tl?"l’ Luwrence B, 8Fic, 4843 30th
B., Minneapolis, Alinn,
BL \’\lhlt Willlam D, MMie, 111 Palace 8t,
Playe. Del Roy, Callf;
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