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| The 1959 Reunion Committee wishes to thank you for the wondecful attendance |
. at Des Moines, There were 72 registered,
| You might be interested in knowing thet there were 25 who attended o re- '
| uniop for the first time, three of which did not register, Also, of the 11 mates |

1iv£h: in the Greater HES Moines arca, 8 attended,

Knowing that names and addresscs get away from us, we enclosing the names )

and addresses of those who zttended,

Enclosed are the picturss of our 1959 reunion,
very pleasant duty of your 1959

Thomas F. Absher
1505 Sharp St.
Marshall, Mo,

H. L, Arnold
317 Hillside
West Des Moines, Iowa

Adam Batko George E, Fuller Lloyd M. Huff

1933 State Ave 5511 W, Newport Ave. 4CB S, E, Lelly

Anoka, Mina, Chicago, Il1, Des Moines, Iowm
- Eugéh;_E Blood H, Richard Giordapo Cy L, Hutt

RED 1, Box 73 N. Radcliffe St. M.R. 2113 Kellogg

Hichisln City, Ind, Bristol, Pa, Ames, Iowa

James M. Cmmpbell Melvin M, Gravert Glenn Ingle

Box 206
Battle Ground, Ind,

John Cann .
Calvert City, Kv.

John Chinelli Earl Harrington J.W. Knipper
1620 N. Carnagie RFD 4 138 Champion E.
Niles, Ohio Ottumwa, Iowa Warren, Ohio

"L_ H. Clausen Charles G,| Hauber George R. Lagnsse
2932 Belden ve, Venetian Village RFD 3 30 Pomham 5t,
Chicago 47, Il11, Lake ?111:; I11, Box 193 Cranston, R.I,

‘Robt, S. Connelly
y 804 West 5. 1lst 5t.
Shelbyville, I11,

e

- Verou P, Cooley ‘. L. G, Heary'. James Lindsey
101 E. Dougles St, % 1506 Lincoln Hwy E, Oakbrook Dr,
Innxlillg# Iowa . Hilhnulk:, od, Des Moines, Iowe
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reunion comnittee,

& Mrg, Vernon Cooley
& Mrs, James Lindsey
& Mrs, Fred McConnel

Wayne Eccles
3208 Market S%,
Eurlington, Iowa

G. R, Elliott
Co. Engr, Courthouse
Independence, lowa

1290 = Bth
Deliitt, Iowa
*Rex M, Harpster
£20 9th Nw
Mason City, Iowa

L.J. Heinsch

6407 Westchester Circle

Minneapolis 27, Minn,

o qFﬁellnd S:pt. 8, 1939,
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This is the closing of a

George Hillman
3432 Qakshize
Berkley, Mizh,

Chilton E, Hines
Renner, §, Dakota

Cosmopolitan Hotel
Denver, Colo,

John Johncon
RFD 4
Austin, Minn,

John Lamb
7135 Theodore Pl.,
St Louis 20, Mo,
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So when we reach the Isle of Japan

With our caps at a jaunty til,

We'll enter the City of Tokvo

On the road the Seabees built,
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IN TRIBUTE

OUR SKIPPER

*'{x?:& e

CoMmMANDER FRANK
HicHLEY MAN

Commander Highleyman was
born in Kansas City, Kansas on
8 November, 1899, He admits to
an uneventful boyhood hut as a
young man he had his share of
World War I, serving with the
British Army as a private from
1917 to 1919 in France, Meso-
potamia, Egypt, India and Italy.

On his return to civilian life,
Commander Highleyman took
the degree of Bachelor of Seci-
ence in Civil Engineering at the
University of Wyoming,

The “Skipper” embarked on
his Navy career 25 November,
1942, after engineering experi-
ence which included design and
construction supervision of rail-
roads, highways, dams, irriga-
tion projects, airports, and can-
tonments.

Commander Highleyman’s
home is in Ogallala, Nebraska,
He is married to the former
Nelle Searle of Ogallala and the
father of two children, Patricia

and Searle.



Ligur. COMMANDER ARVID
F. PArson

The 63rd NCB’s execeutive
officer was horn 14 October, 1903,
in Morley, Michigan, hut soon
transferred his allegiance to the
Far West. He is a graduate of
Kelso High School, Kelso, Wash-
ington, and in 1925 carned a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Civil Engineering from Oregon
State College. He is a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.

Commander Parson spent
eight years in railroad construc-
tion and maintenance with the
Southern Pacific in Oregon, Cali-
fornia, Texas., Arizona ani
Louisiana. This was followed by
lwo years as a logging railway
engineer in the Northwest and a
period of eight years as a bridge
construction engineer for the
Oregon State Highway Depart-
ment,

A reserve officer in the Army
Engineers for ten years, Com-
mander Parson forsook his Army
hackeround. however, to become
a member of the Navy Civil En-
gineer Corps on 7 October, 1942,

His wife and three children,
Marilyn. Carolyn and George,
greeted him on his return from
duty.

OUR EXEC.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
COMMANDER

T is difficult to evaluate in words what I, your Commander, feel when con-

sidering the worth of your work, your devotion to duty, and your spirit of

“Can Do” under the trying and hazardous conditions of our tour of duty as the
63rd Naval Construction Battalion.

What we have accomplished together has been noted and praised by men in
positions of greater authority than mine. But, in my mind, your work stands
alone — a memorial sufficient in itself. With that feeling in my heart I extend
to every man my deep gratitude and appreciation for his efforts on hehalf of
the battalion.

You have seen fit to dedicate this volume to your Commander and to your
Executive Officer. Lt. Comdr. Parson joins in the expression of my thanks for
this great tribute. We realize, however, that this sterling record of accomplish-
ment could not have been attained without the constant co-operation of all
hands. For that reason we humbly surrender the dedication to you.

It is my grateful wish that each of vou enjoy in the years to come the
happiness and contentment which come from good health, prosperity, peace,
and the serene knowledge of accomplishment.

Well done, officers and men of the 63rd Naval Construction Battalion!




COMMENDATIONS RECEIVED BY
THE BATTALION

NAB/P15
Serial 258
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
SOUTH PACIFIC AREA
[J.S. NAVAL ADVANCED BASE. EMIRAU

(/0 Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Calif.
24 May, 1944
From: Commander Naval Base. Emirau

To: Officer in Charge, 18th Construction
Regiment,

Subject: Commendation for progress of con-
struction, NAB, Emirau.

1. Although this base was occupied on 20
March 1944, the Construction Personnel and
equipment were not landed until 25 March
1944 and work could not be considered as
definitely underway until 1 April 1944. From
that day until present date two 7000" airstrips
with all attendant requisites including three
taxiway systems, shops, camps, avgas farm and
tanker fill point, Naval base facilities includ-
ing PT Base, four piers, three unloading
leaches, including finger pier arrangement

equivalent to a pontoon dock, approximately

35-40 miles of permanent all weather road and
many other projects too numerous to mention
have been successfully and effectively com-
pleted by due dates, many being anticipated.

2. The accomplishment of such a great
construction program, so successfully, indi-
cates excellent planning for the movement
and utilization of materials and indicates
close co-ordination and co-operation of the
battalions comprising the regiment.

3. The fact that no one battalion was more
outstanding in the performance of its work
than any other battalion is indicative of ex-
cellent teamwork. For their work, all hat-
talions, the 27th, 61st, 63rd, 77th and 88th.
are commended for their driving efforts and
successful accomplishments. All personnel of
the battalions to the last man are responsible
that no comments other than good can he
made regarding the construction work at this
hase.

4. For vour information. the word has
been passed unofficially to me from higher
authority that these airfields, these camps,
these roads and these facilities are the hest
in the area. Certainly, they are excellent and
have been effected in quick time.




5. There is much satialaction in this com-
sand in servine with construction |n"'|‘=.=nllllil'|
'll'.lrll HELd .'ll:lllr-'i- “'!1" are FE""'i‘\"' Irl“'rh- III{"H"T"
pass 1his word 10 all under your command —
“Another real Sealioe jnll wiell ilone to the
L&l Begiment comproscd of thes live hattalions
ahove,

K, R, Wnasansoes

HEADOQUARTERS ISLAND COMMAND
Uffice of the Commumding General
APO 198

San Francisco, Calif.
Al 201,22
4 July 19144

SUBIECT: Commendation

T Commuander Frank Highlevman,
CEC-USNHI. 63rid Naval Construe-
tion Battalion (Thra:  Cone
mamiler. NABY, Fleet Post Offiee
3z,

:., I h'i:'-_li o 1'.‘1'!"‘"'“:"“1' :fﬂ"‘. l}ll‘ l"l"“lllill“]i"r
ol the 63rd Naval Construetion Battalion, aml
vour organization lor the superior perform.
pnee ol all doties ineident 1o the plaoing gl
constrgetion of  Hewdgunetors Telwid - Comne
winnnd, AP T,

2. While all wendwers of your organizulion
performed very excellent serviees, the follow-
ing were outstanding in the accomplishent
of special features of the project aml ideserve
special commendation foe their fine co-opera-
tion, energetic conducl of work, ability and
improvise fixtures of beauty sl wtility from
very limited materials, amd o high standarl
ol workmanship in fheie respective special-
tiea:

Licutenant John 1. Hall, CEC, USNE.
project director,
Licntenant (je) Clavenee R, Pearson, CEC,
USMAR. a=siztant 1o project direclor.
W.0. Grorge G. LaConte. CEC, USNK, in
chiarge of plimbing.
CLCAL William J. Vasey, USNR, in charge
ol carpentry.
AL B E, Skineer, USNIG b eharge of
olectrical work,
/= Leonasn K. Boyo
Brigudier General, US AL
Conmmanding.,

OR eontrilinting materially 1o the suceess

ful m'ﬁqtuliim of Emirau lsland (SL
Mathias group, off the Admiraltics). Comilr,
Willlam W. Studden. CEC. USNK, was
awarded the Bronze Star meilal,

Thae citativn, signed by Admival Willkone F.
Walsey, USN, said in part. * .. Gommander
Studilert was responsible Toe the devielopmend
1]"- IITI"‘ H.il'l}l"ll{.‘:, rflﬂf;; I.lnd tll{" 'l“l“l Iluhl"‘ al
Fuiran, Through his hrilliant leadesship anid
tireliess r"nrl-. tliese ilu-lu"utiun- wiere eoli-
stencted in the minimum of e, dispite al-
versee weather conditions  and  inadeguate
Ir:\mhpin'lillitm Tacilities, B:r s skillful !ll:lll—
ming and ready cooperation with otler nnits,
e comtrilited materially o the speeessful
ot ion of the i=land and the dl'!.'t*.lnirr!'u.rlll
of its Tueilities.”

rl.lll.l,': EEFRRLERRATy ri i.'l]g_ pt*ru* rﬂl I.III E!II1 i'l-’ HE AL L
Brigadicr General Leonard B Bowil, USA,
alzo eommended 'I.:l.'lll']lll', 5h|l||!|'rl arl  the
Sealere l’t‘:_'illll'lll onder his eommmanid for the
plansing amd vonstiraction of Headyuarters
Telandd Command.

“Incull stuges of the projeet, ineluding the
dilogtion ol the site, elearving of the arvin, progp-
arulion ol plans Tov all buildings anil installa
tioms,  procurement ol aaterials of - geeat
scarcily ol the maintenanes ol o very high
stunidaril of eraltsmanzhip in wll activities”
General Bovi wrote, “you aml Hhose as=isting
v hiave bivought great eredit to the Construe.
tinn Hl';ill-h'lll*- anil l!nn;.li-m- ol th: Uniredd
States Navy,”

CITATIONS
DANIEL J. CORBETT BM 2/c

"”'l-l‘l'gilrrlillg |urh~n|lu| ,-»;llu-l} | L

How alten we hear these words o= thomwsand:
ol American men, umused oo war's alarms
ulilize their native courage anid characteristic
initiabive b baen Tadluee it sucoess < death
inlo Jife,

Olicers amd mwen of the 68500 Naval Cone
struetion Battalion are, theeefore, preowd tinl
pmong them was o oman possesseal of e
Soldier’s Medal for heroism in ihe face of
ili=asti'r,



T S -

Tliat man is Daniel 1 Corliett, BA 200 of
r.'nulpuu_m AL Platoon 6. Tlie b iz al 11515
Beulaly Stever. Cleselanid, O,

His stary is [spqisl as briel sl as theilline

s e orisis 00 recionnls but Corlett iz
misses his deed casually with the understate-
ment peenliae o lieroes: “Aanyone else winlil

have done the sgoe thing™

s eonlained inoa
citalion From the Conmanding General, X1
AME Fighter Commaid ;

[lisres i tliatt “=aate 1l

“Phaniel |, Corleett, BM 2 e 15]:'I'L']_'=Irl|i

pl_lgr_-arulu] _‘JI]-L'I_'I.. wirs syeeessful i 1‘K|l‘ii‘il|i-[1f_‘

the pilol from an sivplane iheat was hiiening
ficreely as a vestull ol o crasl and Troms which
promunition was exploding His eonl anil coore-
ageous aclion is in kecping with the Dighest

tradlitions of the aroeld services”

Corbett receiviad the eitation and Soliliess
Medal From Commander Frank Highleyman
b the dedieation of the 63vd Battalion Chapel
ot Boivan Islyod i Apedl 1905 Lo Joseph
W, Lyvouns, Cliaplain, poresidisd at the loter-
denominaliongl serviee,

RICHARD H. MAURER, MM 3/¢

Even thoush misguidel, luman effore has
aften heen koown Lo sormonnt e Tisluest
peaks of aloey anil seeoanplishoent, Wilness
the “plovions Tailures™ of Galipoli and ol
Custer’s last stamil.

Sl iz the 2oy in wiinee key, of Rieharnl
. Maneer, MM 3 /e, of Company B Platoon
G, whis wits eited for the Moy Silvier Star Le-
e attank
neae Bairoka Tlarlior. @t Munda, by the 1s
Marine Rawder Regiment.

shd 2ervice in

vaytise of istinge

A pestilent of Seattle, Woash.. Before hoevom-
ing a member of the 63el Naval Constrioetion
Battilion, Maueer wade nuny Deiendships
amontg the Marine Raiders when they were

|l||_|'.'|_||j|u'1| |'J||-|_" |I:| i {:IliUi[l]l'llHilL

When the Raiders cmbavked for thesir Tis-
torie aitack, Maurer .-|i|r|u*t|. alioard withan
[Fl'l'li'li-"-"-iﬂf! wl hi= :.ll_iu'l'iur' alliceers, The sea '|'.i1:'|
af Lig olfense, for which he was ultimatel
Bt Lo tedal, was cxtennated, liowevee. Tn
D=zl et petions dduring the altaek,

Feam Murine sources 30 was learaed thad
Maoeer, wttaehing himsell 10 g machine on
anl the pun
devastating elfect upon the enciny when all

prew,  setyvivel it willi
cther e liers of the erew Tad Deen Killed or
dlisabiled by muorigr e, He cottined by his

gun unlil reinfprecments arvivaal.

The Marine officer in eliaree wiz enthusi-
astic n praise of Magrer's perfornmnes anl it

wirs lie whio dnstiluted cilation procesling,
JOUN V., KOSCHARK, MM 3/ e

The Fact that Seabess “Can De™ is well
ertens bl Ko |'.'" now' b D midlitavily axio-
anilside

“do™ at the

maiie D m!|_1 T e (R S e BT e
actual combud does e Sealuee

risk of Dife amd liwl,

Thi=z was the u!rlmrlllrlil} of Julin V. Kos-
chiak, MM 3 /e, o cesident of Chisholn, Mindw,
mecinher of Company C0 who placed his Bife
in jeopardy oo prescrve Pl of aoother on

%] ,'||,||g||.-'l [ 4R

lkoschak was one of o erew onloading
F-ton power shovel Trom g lzhter at Euniean
Tslanal, Fionling it necessary o Toel tie mon-
ster machine Lbefore i eould be trondled down
the lamling ramp, a hose line was streteled,
All

wanner. fuel fgnited ool coveloped two men

wend well untile in some anexpliined

in s,

I panie el with elotling alilaze, one
Feapuedd Tean the ship tooa aloek where e
Mavnmees ware extinguished, The athee, hawever,
Juiipadd inre aleep water where e dnoedli-
atedy Towod BioselD Goodifliealiies,

Here it was, in the steess of soidden sporets
al Manee a0 inooioent donger shanbil thee
slgvel’s Tuel tanks explodde, thar hooselak
Besrmnis o et ol the 63l Battalion’s trli-
tiom of serviee, Fishing the injured man from
Ll water amid assisting hime oo plaee of
.-~'J|-'|~I::,1 boosehak finizhied his jask jost in -
8Lt ||!- BIVERTE® W, |'1'H|I|]I|!_' "'[H'l"l" ||r ﬂll]tl!' r."'r.l

Db =Towtpeeascl Fineel pamks.

Broth ool the fee sietimes veeovervials Tl done
at leasl, as Iu'u|l.l.Ft|._'n. an earlh h!l|:l} Frosmgusie ol
thee wnsellizh devotion to duty aomd diseegaml

il r|!'r-.||||uF ;-;1[1-I:. vl ||:. earmliak,
borsehok Tivees with D= wile arl eliihil

1211

frh =t 5.0, Claslvedne, Mann.




SAGA OF THE SEABEE’S

C AN Dos Will D . . . Dil! Thaose Few worils
encoitpass @ volwme in deseription ol
aeesmplishiments erslited wothe Nave™s figh)-
i Seenluivies,

Neitlier LLEE
llllii‘}vl'ul‘l'll ciptinoneers: neilther assault Irois

El'll rl--l

inflantey inen  wor
wor i o0 war's pen, vel members ol the
IRantalinme all ol
Haese, prlis possessoes of vitnl “koow how™ 1o

Noaval Constenetion Wit
mihe possilile Unele San’s evushing Lilows
agaivst the Axis oo thee wislest Tronts i worhl
|1'|i!uwl|..

The glelul war's Sealies were a4 commpara-
tively new arm of the national Best line of
olfense anil defetse: a Toree of a quarter-mil.
Biome stromy, skilled in the arts of peaee il

1he newer seietee of  slis<iretion: a foree
which canme (o share witli the marines i
Lieovinos slogan “First 1o Fisla™,

Thiae joshe ook thoe Seabres wirs to il sy e
lses where stores of the Seet wers Kipl,
Thers thee lighting ships eefuelsl, ook an
precvimioms bl vmmiition, Yeam wivalri s
vonsteaetod by Seales went the [irst Ay
aml Nave Tovavs o being Tavoe aml death
v omenny ins i lltiomes,

The late SeeNave Frank knox, was proil
ol Wlie Sealoes, Motk LR VR LY TR TR it
al Varawa the Sealiees dliscmbarcked with il
liest waves were working while the figlitins
wite guoing wi, aml had e sicficld o eom-
aller
icily,
Laly, the Alewtians and thesc in (e vasl

o withi [Il.‘llll'- I.ﬂ\in; ofl Towir dlavs

the initial as=aull. Landiogs in Africa

Pacific wrew, saw the Seabees on the heachies
with the first onifits, Mr, Knox vocalled tho
one of the fivst two ollicers killed ar Salermn
wits i Sealee

A prinuey task was o boild bases o the
Suuth Paeilie so that hips hearing U, S, (roops
gl spplies 1 beleasnered Awsteilin eonld
Tl wmil preovision, Before thiz logistieal nee s
rill'q o Ll Ly |:H'+'4:IJ||:H:—I1|‘T!. hivwever, Siglosis
cmplaced guns anid prepared Lo defemd their
l*-'l.'ﬂ"ll-..

The attack by U, 8 Torces at Guadaleanal
was the start of a l‘illilpai:_.ui to resdioes e
wiler IH'I'hI"'h'r ol .fup defenses in which as-
sault troops aml Sealices hopped from island

L i!'illlll e “the =lat™ lllh':|l'|| linal .'|-u--|.;|_q_|ll'-
on the Philippines and the Jap homelaml,
Meanwhile Seabees cstabili=hiod Alentinn by
lo haras= Nippon from the other extremity,

Fven before bases were taken by onre forees,
Seabiees bl the jol of getting supplios ashore.
This involved nol only  rumsed slevedloring
Bt alse the consteaetion of temporary il
precimnend doeks wodd orher Boodiog foeilivies,
Uhiees winprprlies were ashore Sealives were eollil
ey toopove thenn off the bepelies into ippts
i Livonae wreus prepaesd by atlier Seqliees,
Thise wle emigiled eomsteuetion ol raale over
which normal and cimerseney transpaort ol
mave witli spavisd anil =afery.

Oniee estabilishesd on 1he grouml, Sealwes

started huililing the silvanee base. Constrne-

tiwr was ol infinibe vaciety. ineloding aivkielids,
homgars, barracks, machine shops and storage

Tucilities=, Seabees damus] mountain sieenms,

dug wells, anil 2 e water-prrilicnlion by

I‘.iIIt]TI'IJ |I'lr']1!IH|I1‘ :IIHI 1'|r!"l‘-

paeatis They
tevcul syvstvms, lowlspeaker wiveeaid aml hiee
warning systems, velrieernton planis, walurin
eontral works eamtomments, hospitals wod o
pade shops o bandle everything Teom dome
aged warships to hroken maehine s,

In slhort, Sealices were charged with e
eslphlishment amd maintenamee of  advance
Batses, e imiportant tasks of prroviiling safle,
elean and combortable quarters for garrison
iropes whieh arcived later, These instullations
belpesl make Uncle Sam®s trooges the hest-fedd,
healihicst amd “hottest™ fighters in ihe worl,
‘I-H‘l'rl l'{ Illvi" 1-\‘"1"& Wis l'l”lll'lf'“:ll ill I'I"'{lr[l
Lo inili
serilinble amd incomprehensible 1o those

e conditions which resain

ll“llll:.

Salvage dumps were trensare broves o ine-
ventive Seabees, Faeed with o shoetage ol
machinery, they proved that “necessity i the
mother of invention.” Such ingenuity had its
rewaril i e eream in tropical jungles and
aildled warmth in the fos-sh rouded, eold wasie.
lande ol the Aleutians,

Seabievs olten wers dbetached wol sent i
units away from their bases on special work,
Thus, the aireruflt carrier “Enterprise”™ was
repaired while en ronte to batle amld retuen,



The Seabees shoard her for that purpose were

working while the vessel was in combal.

A part of their day’s work Seqlees savied
troops Do o bombed ship off Sicily by jam-
wing o envsewny between their resening eraft
gl e doomeesd vessel, Another ship was
Bisinbied el a0 teame of Fone Sealiees poalled
U suevivors o the water, Meaowhile, Sea-
biees went st thear juh ol ll.:qln:lrliug siipk-
plivs aml also salvaged HH sanall boats which

Ijﬂll Il L] i'\lll'l'll I(.'Il irl I'Tl"'lu-llhl;_" IIII' I|I'|'l-'i-.l='\--ii"l

TR ] T

Sealws adapted themselves o whaliser
milerials and supplics were availalile, Ths,
aler wil dewims ad heen cmpiicd, Sealwes
vsedl e Tor eulverts along swamp roals,
ot vake grills dee cream Frovsers, Trasses 1o
veinforee biliding consteaelion, buoyants for
palls wend even for o comall Qoating devdock,
linsins, tnhs, piping sl vipscapping: dreums
were fattened by rollers 1o make ronling wo-
ml as hallles Tor

terial, il with samd aml n
lwilibimgs,

Uhise of 1hie -:|u_-:-|_;|| Siesbeee Dt todion= teaieed
pacticularly for the ol of setting =uppilies
ashone ligs Been eommmenaded Tone thines by an
Neoy eommanaler, o naval Duse conmandiee,

g marine empmateler aml a0 Navy serviee
spnlean con

apiil the work of this battalion “bhelped elim-

andar. Chnes of e navil olficers

e e ol e ||ri||-*ip:|| it lenecks 1o the
war ¢ffort in 1the Sonh Pacilie™.

Another battalion made possilile ane of the
gpringhoands 1o attack in the New Guinea
ulfensive by carviog an aivlicld ool of dense
fropienl jungle under weeentinl vaing in 13
diva, Doring e fiest 11 dayss 10V inehes of
i Fell ‘Tl Gehwinge boilders Bonded carly
on e morming of 2 July 19463 gl by 0700
work was pnder way while sapplies were 2till
|H‘illj-'. wnloaded. Hllgr ITrmics Witre 1|_\II.'lllliII"l|'
and Inillidozers Turrowed their way throogh
the dense unilergrowth. Work continued 24

lipurs a day im spite of the delige gond lomb-
ings by the Japs. By 13 Jaly a 3,000 fosl run-
Wity 150 Tect wide lad been soelaeed with 18
mches ol crushed coral voek and was ready
e nse,

The Bealiees delended what they huilt -
lefended their installations with their lives

if mevessary, Times changed imdeed from the
shay the Japs raimad fire and ruin opon 1l
bielpillie==  wivilian
Woaike, Gounn, Covite and elsewhere, Alter hie

vonslenction  workers  al

arcivedl, e Sealive coubll =rali a sin, gronale
ar anli=adverall shell len-! HES 1'.'|.t-'i|_'~ sl ol
e liie s, wrenehe slodee or othiee lols of
||i.l= l'l':lrl. i'l'm'l “ul'lm ol e altervioatl cme
phissized the need Tor just soch on organiiz-
Liism,

l;:f]ﬂ, Julin l'nrr} CECE TSN, Iurp.prﬂi
and Launehed the Seabee plan. For his out-
stanmilimg work he received the Legion  of
Merit awand,

T Chetolwr 19410 the Navy Depareiiment ap-
proved thee grganization of an esperimental
cotiabriel o corn prany of 99 mens This was e
gonesis of e Sealwes b it wae ool until
28 Devember [0 thal Bear Adbimival Hen
Maoveell, USN, ehich of the Bursig of Yarls

aml Doeks, officially inamswrated the Sealas,

The popular vame, however, was nol ollicially
gilopied woil 17 Mareh 1992, 1Ba
comime] B liaded piore thian 35 dssorted teailes
atnl vrals

uliom Jhsre

Seailivass Diavee Tl the pesidse ol all thir
Fellone Bighitinig sinns thir deeds v weitten
glovions new puges io he hisloey o ian’s
steiving Lo liberiv, Bot perhaps the highest
'Il'ruu i.'ll"' i‘“l [RCH T ilrlrlil IE!I" !uti" l:‘l"‘ll"lll“ll'r ill

!:llil‘r‘ lll'l'hilll"lll "ull:—-l'!.'l'll. “'Ilu '-.i].iil':

“1 have Tollowed with persmal interest and
addimiralion your recond of achievements i
lome god ooy all onee Geditine: Teonts ., Your
waur ellorl b= oulstanding hecanse vou aceoin-
plish theee great purposes whiels cnalile e
Behting men to corry on the olfensive, Yon
il your Bl and vour vepaie. Y on are pees
parenl Lo vepeal the operation whoveyer neees
STy vou go forward together, | eongrutus
Tate: you amd wish yon good lock and G
sprvel,”

_“un:. Sealwees answered their 1-uu|||r:."- enll
as soon 68 i1 wias made, bursing with desive
Lir Ii.|_-.h1 willi s weapon= 1|H~}' Lonvew Dyow i
e Doty Sovme were voungsiers ol Hhe pogjor-

iy were men with lamilices men in iheir

thirties aned  lorties. Too all these bBehiting
buililers goes o vital share of the eralit Tor
literally “Axing the Axi="




CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF 63rd NCB.

o2

Dee, T Departore of potential 63nd Sealwis
B Corop Peary on seeom] guniversaey ol
Paarl Havhor,

Do, B—Arrival at Camp Peary Tor majority
ol pricrsdmne]

1943

Jan, +—Ofhcers arrive for training with the
Lot s b oo,

Juan. 9—Death of Normon Shandy, CM 3¢ in
puteanodale accilent while cn monte 1o Wil
lammsloeeg one lileety pass,

M|.Il'|:|| 1 -Hull:tiiml o ssboied at el ol
aelvinesd training.

Mureh 2—Bottalion enivains Tor unkoown

dhestination.

March 4—Arrival ap Camp  Holladay, Adl-
vimiesil Base Reeeiving Barracks. Gullport.
Mississippi.

Mareh 14— Majority of persomie] lome on
leave,

Mysvedy 20-—Battglon eoteains Lore anidisclosisd
ileatination.

March 23—Aveival at Caomp Howssean, Ad-
Vilnee [i:.i."l' ﬂl‘[ll?l. ilill'r I‘:“'ll“l:""- {::l[ltlu
March 24—Personinel oot provieusly Favored

slart l:rn-tla:r leavies,

April 2—Leaves expire.

April 24 Advance pavty of three officers aml
12 men emmbark on S5, Stamford W hite Tor
pmilisclosed destingtion,

,-‘L]u'i[ EH—H:LIILLHMH pecuieel Lo CHINpE LPEE.

April 29— Advance party  embarks on S5,
‘Illrmﬂe‘nl'ﬁll.

April 30—Mlain contingent sails ar 1558 PW'T
uboard 55, Mormuaeporl,

“n:r ﬂ——:\ci-t"nuf Rex hslids court s main
contingenl crosses equalor,

May 1 Mormaeport anchares in hachior near
Lanntoka, Fiji Lelanads, al (000,

May 15—Maormgegall anehors in Fijiann b
bor at 11340,

“u}' 2n

Mav 29

Stanford White areives at Figis

Battalion translors ta I'SS FaSalle.

Jupe 2 Departore feom Fijis alward USS
LaSulle,

Jume

Jume T Dpiarture, in vy, Feoon Nowme:,

Avpival al Nowmea, New Culodonia,

Jupe 10
plamis,

June Ll—Arrival a1t Tetere
wamiil, at 11iH),

June 12— First air aleri2; conditions read D=
tween OSIAG00 amd 11307250,

Convoy attaeked at might by Jap

Bogel, Gaadal-

Jugse 15 Comditione red [950-2045,

Joune Vo—Jap oy vaid 54 fiee (o 55, Salings
ml an LST. Men eollected fiest ,luIl Iilumf
sonvenirs und saw fivst il .IJIII Ililul!. J.‘lll
|Illl.l1!'|- shust dliswm Lol s,

June 26— Between June 13 and 26 five comili-

tions ved logzed, in carly-moming hiours,

Jupe 27—Two anarmed 63nl Scalices, (), F,
Maley aml Ao B, Banjai disarm two Japan-
eee solidicrs on jungle teail, Killing one by
bashing in his head with the Jap's own
ville, The other escapes despite Seabee
ellorts to biving him down with shots from
unfamiliar Japanese rifles,

July 12 =In ihe period Trom July 5 to 12
there was at least ope comilition vol cach
dlay. Thie raid at 2130 on July 111l bombed
the Marine eamip adpacent o the 63nd. S
eral wen sulleced minor hurts diviog inta
f"\llflll'.‘iq

July 19—0On the four nights feom July-16-19,
ihere were 1 aie eaids,

Vogost 18— Between Augost | oamd 18 (here
waere L comditions red, highlighted by a big
rabb on Awgnst 13 Fridav, during which 55,
.I"IIIJ I'l'l'lll- W= |||llll|n‘l| il -u.l.|||k al an-
ehorage alter discharging troops anil eargo.

Migost 19 —Harold I Rosendale, SF 1/e,
Tuleilie (hyao. dies i Mabile Haospital &, of
illinesss,

Vogost AL Commpletion o teoop movement
B sy eanaps meas Hovalerson Fielid,

Sepl 1o Gamp awakened o 0200 by vielent
explosion which peoved 1w he o damoesed
o= bomber exploding over the .
Pl erashed offshore.



Sepl. 2 New 03 theater spens with eoneert
iy baml,

Sepl. b—Log entry of this date veards: “Boys
started drinking raisin jack.”

Septenmlier S—Approximate date of the leuth
ol i Ly Powared, CM 2 e alionrd ship he-
iy evaea bl Droon Goanadaleanal beeanae ufl
sz,

Sept, 17 Mres. Rooseveltl visils s,

Sept. 20 Carney Field damaged amd planes
destroved om ground by 55th air raid sinee
i3cd reached Guadaleanal.

Sept. 21~ Two Jap bombiers sl diown by
one Yunk  nighi-lighter  in spectacular
searehlight attaek, Souvenirs plentiful as
phml-u veasle near 63l camp.

Sepd, d0 Twelve eomlitions ved duving sep-
Lianlier,

Dot 11—Four conditions red this oy, Ship
bombseid anid boemed gl Boli Point.

O, 13—Yank .Ililnl" alerted area. Fired om
fwiee oot Tioally estalilizhied i.ll'l"lllil_\' anl
Tandedd badly damaged on Camey Fiell

Uet, 24—Johin D, Bent, e 1/e, killed in
triek ool ligion abowt TBHL Donald J. Lok
ston, CM 3 /e0 and Jues L, Campliell, 81 /e,
injured.

Nov, Bo—Hell's Point Asmmunition Daogp re-
|1-nrlwl alive al moon. XU 1300 personnel
wrdered 10 wear steel hielmsts, Camp lter
evacuated of culisted personnel, Emergenes
lasts 13 lionirs,

Dee, 25 Chiristmas featured by turkey line
iy speeial chireh serviees and adidress by
Cotnmpnder Hishleyman.

Ihee, 31 Three  eonulitions pid  dlring  The-
vemlier,

JLIE]

Jan. 26—Embark on USS. Pinckoey,

Feli. 1— Disembark at Auckland. N, Z.

Fel 28 Battalion dance and farewell party
it Town Hall, Auekland.

Mar, 1+ Kmbarkation on USS, Wisey, Depar-
Tyare (WG,

M. 3— Arcive st Nowmen, New Coledonia,
al laln,

Mar, 7—Disembiark at Guadaleanal.

Mar. 1 One hundred replacements report
an boaed Trom Casual Drah 2234,

Mar, 20 Fiest eelielon embarks for KEmirvan.
Mar, 30 Main Loody dizenharcks at Emivao,
Apre. 8 Conndition vesd Teamm 0700 1o 00140,
Apr. B Condition vesd froam 1800 10 1TEH0.
Condition red Troom 0202 10 0213,

TJutee 22— Wear cehelin arcives Teom Guadal-
caril,

Ape. 27

Jume 27 Twenty-live replacements vepart on
hrarsl.

Sept. 1o—Fmburk Toe Manns.

Sept. 17— Disemlark at Manus

Now, 10—Mount Hood ammunition ship dis-

wEler,

1015

Jamn, 29— Conlition ved Froo 2700 10 2015,

Feb, 27— Camp  evacuated  becaose ol Mlire
aliri] ammunition ship moored 1o Moo
ol Dock. Na damaze. Fire sceured within
Twis humirs.

Marelh G—Dath by aesidental eleetvoeutiom
of Hugh 1) kellackey.

Marel 7 Comnmunder  Highlevman - wne
nstnees eaneellation of plans o retorm o
LLS AL, announeing Manila as next stop for
ﬁ.‘lr-l.

Mareh 13 —Replacerments, numbering 137 sien-
nien and livemen report on hoard,

Mareh 20 55, Sutra =ails [rom Manus with
heavy pquiganeni.

March 2683, Mexieo olears Manos haclior
with 6fed personmel,

April B Disembarck at Manila.

April 9 Tems eveeted for all hands,

Aqeril 30 Secoml  anviversary danes wiith
WALS jml |"i]i|rinn nurses s sl

July 17 Replacements transfevrnl 1o other
Liattalions bl assizmed 1o 63ed NCR jem-
porarily,

July 20 Battalion secured at 1630, Replace-
menle aesignedld to 35th NCB details,

July 32

b theater v Comle, Highleyman,

Lot it i owder eesad topaersone]

July 2
Az, 15 Watralion arrives al San Frunciseo
al 0315,

Burtalinn ambarcks Tor teip 1o T8 A




Prineraty -':,r'- he

B3 NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION




BATTALION
OFFICERS

Lt Connlre, G, 1, Fa, W, H Newell
Metarihy (M)

L, R A Bwrgess L, G, 1, Warspnt 1 E0C R Lo, W, 1, TilifTert L, W Ik Burgor

Lt I E. Devan Li. T. B. Skela Li. 1% ). Melzovern | M) [i. ijg) W. A Themp:on




Lt. (jg) T. M. Chesser Lt. (jg) E. L. Rueff Lt. (jg) R. F. Lovejoy Lt. (jg) C. R. Pearson

Lr. (jg) E. J. Waring Lt (jg) J. T. Kirk Lt. (jg) J. A Storer Lt (jg) E. W. Eden, Jr.

CWO C. F. Bates CWO J. Greenshields CWO G, J. LaConte CWO J. W. McLaughlin

CWO H. L. Arnold CWO C. C, Carpenter CWO W. J. Bashaw CWO R. W. Hinklin

16




Lt. W. J. Elliott Lt. A. T. Lundquist WO J. E. Doheney WO W. R. Hartmann

Lt. W. B. James Lt. (jg) 1. N. Mayfield Ens. W. P, Collier CWO R. W. Brown

Lt, Comdr. R. S. Gillette Lt. H. R. Giordano Lt. (jg) W. H. Hermes Lt. (jg) G. E. Whitaker

Lt. H. 8. Klepper L. B. M. Martin

17

5—



COMPANY A CPO’S

Frank Dean C. R. Miller Stark Allen G. J. Brevick R. E. Nogle C. I. Quam

C. Richardson R. W. Heald R. A. Rogers J. H. Johnson R. I. Gardner E. P. Doyle

W. H. Moore T. R. Denton L. E. O'Brien J. J. Dallas G. E. Strand H. D. Caplan

13




COMPANY A, Platoon
1—(Left to right) Front
row: Nelson, G, E., Burch,
J. €., Olson, E. K., Tjams,
V. M., Nowakowski, T.,
Curtin D. A. Second row:
Worland, B. A, Perci-
field, W. G., Moher, J, .,
Schweitzer, R., Carlson,
C. L., Rugtiv, R. L. Third
row: Williams, G. A,
Daigre, L. J., Barton, B.
W., Rockwell, F., Fisher,

L. H. Fourth row: Wat-

kins, J. M. Biggs, A..
Love, J. H., Grossman, M.
J.. Libal, A, W, Fifth row:
Black, J. E., Williford. J.
H., Picolet, F. C., Pursell,
P. H.. Irvine, J. E.

COMPANY A

COMPANY A, Platoon
2 —(Left to right) Front
row: Tinsley, R. E., Blum,
0. E., Shattuck, A. F.,
Stanley, W. V. Hemond,
L. J., Klauk, N, P. Second
row: Love, P. M., Trafals,
J.. Basista, J. J., Bowen,
0. A, Lutz, W. H., Den-
eau, F, J. Third row:
Suhr, A, F., Patton, G. I.,
Lester, L.  Cochran, H.
L., Hirscher, A. G., Luko-
sil, J. G. Fourth row:
Yerington, R. A., Cash,
H. G., Beck, G. P., Stolt,
J. G, Rice, T. B. Fifth
row: Brobst, H. E, Bon-
ham, P. J., Prise, J. T..
Ernst, G. C., Sucher, B.
G40 1)



COMPANY A, Platoon
4 —(Left to right) Front
row: Whalen, J., Landry,
E. P, Lahner, S. A,
\hu)m B M.t]lny E. B,
Sazima, BRI A% Wright,
A= D Scwmd row:
Gabriel, F. D., Hagan, V.
J., Clark, C. L., Locke, W.
H., Ponnwitz, A, I, Far-
rell, D. V, Third row:
Little, L. D., Sloan, J. H.,
Lloyd, R. L., Weigle, C.
E., Schmidt, H. L., Boyd,
R. A. Fourth row: Worf,
W. E.‘ (mwlu {5
Maly, O. F., Reilly, A. J,
Graves, B. S Hanephin,
J. E. Fifth row: Elder, W.
C., Myers, H. W., Whit-
man, W. L., Dudley, T.
W., Lessard, R. J., Kugler,
G. H.

COMPANY A, Platoon
3 —-‘l(*“ to right) ]nml
row: Hn“ln;.l e
Dodds, R. C. e, A h.,
Oberender, |). 'l.. Davis,
H. W, Hyder, H. B.
Second row: Evans, H.
P., Leinninger, A. G.,
\ullll]tll J.. Drummond,
C. B, Johnson, E. 0,
Banjai, A. B. Third row:
Johnson, J. W., Wolf, N.
R., Wohlt, T. G., Gray, H.,
Borkowicz, S. A, Amyol,
W. A. Fourth row:
Spaulding, J. G., West-
ling, N. W., Slater, P. R,
\\huim J. C., Williams,
W hite. J. E. Fifth
row: (mln G. W., Ryan,
J. I, Preneta, I. J., Beg-
ley, B. B., I'.llteuun R.
D., Gunther, C. B.




COMPANY A, Platoon
5—(Left to right) Front
tow: Melton, A, C., Moeen,
B. R, MeGowan, J., Rich-
ards, R. St, C,, Emeuah
E. ['tlelwll H. A. w(nml
row: Bergh, L. W. Can-
well, J. F., Urnenlmgen.
M. ., Baker, J. A., Den-
no, A. J., Bager, C. M.
Third row: Henderson, R.
L. Michaud, A A,
Thompson, G. W., True-
mun, R. E., Rego, L. B,
Mayer, P. W, Fourth row:
Emond, E. G, Mulch, W.
L., Zein, B. R, Vogt, M.
F.. Suchocki, P. P. Filth
row: Malecolm, M. W,
Sparks, R. H,, Wray, E.,
Ginnicks, H., Whitten, L.
0.

COMPANY A, Platoon
6 —(Left to right) Front
row: Berg E. A, Park-
man, J. F., Robinson, E.
B, Rl)ht‘ltb W. H., Carter,
€. A, Tenopir; R. I.
Cook, R. C. Second row:

Shaffell, R. J., Richard,
RZ R.; Boron: K "E;
Hughes, W. E., Cahen, G.
H., Howell, N. M. Third
row: Kirchner, E. A,
Zickuhr, A, P., Anderson,
R. C., Witkowski, E. J.,
Cook, E. L., Lucey, J. H.,

Carter, H. R. Fourth row:

Capen, R., Smith, W. C,,
Elrod, R. G Miller, S. F.,

Weedman, D. E., \In'vll
H. P. Fifth row: White,
W. H,, Streb, W. J., Di-
Gabriele, W, J., Federico,
D. J., Reed, S. L., Delap,
S. R,




I.. M. Larson

J. W. Miller

Robert Bleir

COMPANY B CPO’S

G. V. Hillock D. L. Petty T. P. Jones

K. ‘T, 'Garter D. P. McBride D. D. Cates

J. A. Scavalla J. L. Bargar J. €. Wall

E. T. Johnson J. M. Campbhell H. C. Cain

M. E. Fisher

M. J. Me¢Donald

R. J. Flick

E. L. Wade

G. L. Judy

B. A. Bealey

PP D it i s s i e




COMPANY B, Platoon
I —(Left to right) Front

row: Martin, . P., Bur-

nell, W. F., Robertson, J.
T., Whitman, L. V., Sur-
awski, B, 8. Second row:
Bristow, R. 8., Kane, H.
W.. Smith, A, L.. Darsch,
D. A, Allen, B. C. Third
gow: Hardin, W. T,
Staricka, D., Pryor, W. C,,
Roberts, 1. C., Marlau, G.
F. Fourth row: Bond, V.
G., Wiese, L. L., West. H.
M., Conway, C. G., Taylor,
R. V. Fifth row: Byrne,
L 1. Lowt, G. F.. Barrows,
> R, Dodson, A. R.,
Shewmaker, D, W,

COMPANY B

23

COMPANY B, Platoon
2—(Left to right) Front
row: Michel, T, F., Baker,
E. G., Beardon, C., Rick-
etts, C. M., Sulzbach, R.
F., Ocker, R. G, Second
row: Tull, C. L., Schnoe-
belen, U, C., Beineke, H.
P., Wierzhicki, F. 8.
Wright, H. B., Helfrick,
A. G. Third row: Jackels,
R. T, Brauner, J. F.,
Reams, L. 1., Jensen, G.,
Mahanes, E. M., Pfeifer,
W. H. Fourth row: Giles,
C. J, Ferman, F. M,
Schmillen, P. C., Sluka, J.
F.. Thompson, E. A,
Shepard, R. L., Scou, C.
F. Fifth row: Lewis, C. P..
Redmond, D., Lindstrom.
G. L., Crume, H. B., Kuk-
linski, H. F., Ellis, I. K.




COMPANY B, Platoon
4 —(Left to right) Fromnt
row: Mann, J. E,, McCor-
mick, D. K., Stemper, J.
E., Conover, L. 0., Mad-
den, C. E., Vaudreuil, N.
U. Second row: Smith, R.
F.. Mesaros, M. P.
Maurer, R. H., Campisi,
M. H., Gantos, A., Parry,
T. L. Third row: Neese,
A. H, Von Wald, R. V.,
McGovern, J. E., Mark-
ham, T. F., Kasch, C. B.,
Krause, J. G. Fourth row:
Calvey, J. F., Anderson,
R. C., Paquet, N, W,
Humble, J. I.. Naple, D.
L., Jordan, M. C. Fifth
row: Rhoden, R. C., Nap-
pen, M. N., Cofer, ]J. A,
Roland, L. V.. Martin, W.
E., Cholewa, W.

COMPANY B, Platoon
3 —(Left to right) Front
row: Blevins, C., Barber,
L. C, Gravert, M. M,
Burgess, E, K., Berry, S.
A, Gust, E. T. Second
row: Byars, G. F., Reilly,
J. E, Quimby L. E,
Duchemin, R. F., Stewart,
L. P., Wilamoski, J. A.
Third row: Franks, L, K.,
Ramp, W. J., Mikelonis,
C. A., Kaplan, L., Katosh,
P. A., Robb, F. C. Fou-th
row: Peterson, L. R,
O’Connell, J. B., Zimmer-
man, G. E., Stickney, L.
H., Sutton, J. E., Del.ong,
T. W. Fifth row: Kero, G.
W.. Smith, V. E., Wright,
H. G., Barham, E., Yates,
L. R., Bishop, L. J.




COMPANY B, Platoon
53— (Left to right) Front
row: Reilly, J. M., Nor-
man, J. W., Woods, J, H.,
Salyer, C, M., Morrison,
RN, Wall, R. B, Second
row: Stafford, D. E,
O'Connell, H., Forney, W.
W., Cupic, G., Blusi, R.
V., Kiley, J. F. Third
row: Lambert, W. 1,
McCaslin, R. S., Bruce,
H. E, Ondo, S. A., Rob-
erts, G. D., Rouille, R. 1.
Fourth row: Sandrus, C.
J.. Zoruba, W. G., Olson,
L E., Keller, L. A., Harsh-
man, E. M., Person, K. O,
Fifth row: Mata, M. C,,
Marx, L. E., Tremblay, L.
A, Kluth, L. M., Meyer,
A. 1, Czapla, C. P,

25

COMPANY B, Platoon
6 —(Left to right) Front
row: Hackett, N. K., Kort,
A, W, Grant, E. G., Spe-
trino, W. W., Steeves, H.
G. Second row: Lampe,
M. A, Mizell, W, P.
Stroh, R. V., Roberts, R.
L., Beidler, R. E., Cola-
vecchio, D. V, Third row:
Moser, F. L., Maggio, 1.,
Costello, P. M., Laird, S..
Dudley, N, P., Kerner, L.
G. Fourth row: Horaitus,
J. T, Holman, E. A,
Stoppa, A., Peterson, J.
W., Hellwig, J. P., Stout,
R. P. Fifth row: Carilo,
A. P., Koppin, D. B,
Ficarra, M. M., Skinner,
K. E; Jenckss I. R.
Dixon, B. W.




W. J. Vasey N. Duplechan W. E. Flach J. E. Mulcahy F. W. Pauly

M. R .Williams W. E. Bryant V. L. White T. A. Vosburg R. F. Crook C. R. Etter

J. B. Kimbrough L. Pillow H. Greentree T. L. Keegan R. Dimbleby J. C. Lamb

F. C. Wesch E. 8. Whitehead W. P. Roloff R. A. Bost J. Miller L. W, Stephenson
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COMPANY €, Platoon
I —(Left to right) __!“I‘nl]l

fows Clackom, W. C.,
Reynolds, W, C., Stewart,
We L., Steadman, F. C.,
sproles, J. E., Honick, .
A. Second row: Robey, O.
5. Bohs, E. H., Hanne-
man, H. J., DiFrangia, M.
Y.. Phaneul, R. N.,
D’Hert, A. C. Third row:
Morilz, A. L., Biscoe, W.
B., DeHoff, K. 0., Grady,
). J., Curran, D. P., Bur-

dick, W. E. Fourth row:

Taylor, R. C., Rainey, C.
nock,

G., Wing, S. P, W
HE. MeManus, I'. T,

COMPANY C, Platoon
2 —(Left to right) Front
row: Duncan, J. 8§,
Zwayer, C. W,, Sprunk, R.
C., Strandski, E. F., Pal-
azzini, J. J., McConkey, J.
R. Second row: James, A.
(., Costa, E. L., Beran, E.
J., Paulson, D. B., Boil-
eau, J. H., Comean, J. N.
Third row: Smith, G. W_,
Fjelde, J. E., Swan, D. R.,
Herring, P. C., Holcomb,
E. V. Fourth row: Rob-
erts, E. W., Tanner, W.
J., Valentine, R. J. Kin-
zly, C. F., Longton, M. E.,
Koppelo. W. R, Fifth
row: Somers, J. D)., Smith,
D. D., Groschen, C. M.,
Miller, S. W.. Konrad, H.
E., Baldwin, N. E.




COMPANY C, Platoon
4 —(Left to right) Front
row: Brock, W. R,
Meekins, W. A., Bryani,
W. E.. Kirk, W., Ortloff,
T W iravers /A HE
Set'Uan row: s]lil['l‘l, l)
R., Huft, L. M., Tenopir,
D. €, Haubker, C. G.,
Halverson, C. M., De-
Camp, M. H., Coy. A. D.
Third row: Campbell, J.
L., Kinney. D. C.. Hall,
W. C., Galinete, P, D.,
Harris, W. J.. McCul-
lough, W. B., Gentry, C.
H., Voyles, B. P. Fourth
row: Pancake, L. D,
Deal, D. L., Allen. H. H.,
Hall, W. E,, Card, S. L.,

Sullivan, W. M., Russi-

koff, H., Myers, E. C.

28

COMPANY C, Platoon
3 —(Left to right) Front
row: Group. K., Haverly,
L. C. Lagasse, G. R,
Miller, C. W., Stahl, A,
L., Kimery, V. V. Second
row: Quehl, R. G., Clif-
ford, A. F., Carpenter, C,
J., Wegman, E. R., Whit-
aker, P., Jutzi, C. L. Thivd
row: Hargrove, A. P,
Clausen, L. H., O’Daniel,
E. L.. Roessler, G. FE.;
Jewett, E. T. Fourth row:
Veale, F. K., Mallo, A. F.,
Sands, D. W., Haas, B, C,,
Hines, C. E.. Daniels, G.
Fifth row: Revill, W. R.,
Ross, H. M., Schumacher,
W. C., Naus, E. J., Shay,
H. R., Surdell, E. L.




COMPANY C, Platoon
5—(Left to right) Front
row: Tremper, J. H.
Tella, V., Weakley, C, A,
Shanks, L. E,, Shell, T, E.,
Skerry, C. L., Williams, S,
D, Flegal, L. A. Second
row: Skorupski, R., Kirk,
AL, White, J. A., Wesch,
H. H., Callahan, T, J.,
Hansen, N, K., Truesdell,
0. E., Tomsie, ', G. Third
tow: Nichols, R. B., Teet,
D. M., Koschak, J. V.,
Wood, M. C., Fol J.
Miller, A. A, Sever, G.,
Murray, H. W. Fourth
row: Clydesdale, W. E.,
Hayes, T., Hall, D. D,
Hansen, 0. C., Smith, A.
Y., Hammerberg, E. 11,
Fowler, C. B., Strader, E.

.

COMPANY C, Platoon
6 ——(Left to right) Front
row: MeKee, C. L., Os-
back, F. G., Sullivan, M,
A., Timms, R, A, Quinn,
GRS Coledon: G UL
Second row: Bueche, T,
A., Shearer, H. M., Way,
J. 8., LeDoux, H. C,
Sehlabaugh, E, L., Cson-
tos, J. Third row: Stern,
J. J, Crooker, R. M.,
Baker, M. J., Baas, J. F.,
Lynch, T. L., O'Dell, T. L.
Fourth row: Dockman, G.
E.. Poole, E. L.. Haskell.
J. E.. Albers, R. ]., Raines,
H. H., Shelton, H.




COMPANY D CPO’S

R. J. Mullaney L. G. Henry R. N. Roberts G. H. Tombaugh  H. A. Hetherington T. Marsden

E. D. Sergeant H. C. Klieforth A. P. Johnson R. S. Perkins S. T. Harris A. H. Rasmussen

A. W. McPhillips E. E. Brown R. A. Gustafson J. W. Hauley G. H. Beck H. L. Motsinger

G. J. Serrell A. J. Johnson M. P. Justus S. F. Robertson H. C. Wharton P. F. Hendrickson

o
<




COMPANY D, Platoon
1 —iLeft to right) Front
row: Davito, P.. McCon-
pell, F. G., Pourcillie, L.
L. Feran, J. A., Almquist,
H. €. Second row: Kozel,
CT. Smith, A, C,, Jas-
kola, F. M., Howe, 1. L.,
Hefiner, J. C., Knipper, J.
W. Third row: Thomas,
€, 0., Broderick, R. T.,
Naughn, C. C., Tobin, W,
W.. Pohlman, A. L.
Fourth row: Kearns, J.
M., MecWhirt, R. R., Tyll,
G. W, Erwin, P. B., Zima,
E. J. Fifth row: Maffeo,
R.. Cottrell, T. W., Lant-
ing, Geo,, Loblein, J. V.,
Lessner, E. P.

COMPANY D

31

COMPANY D, Platoon
2 —(Left to right) Front
row: Goff, R. L., Daniel-
son, R. L., M¢Donald, W.
G., Provost, M. ]., Lovell,
W. F. Second row: Wel-
shons, A. H., Patten, Joe.,
Hickman, E. C., Herr-
mann, H. W., Nelson, C.
B. Third row: Rennels,
R. T. Caputo, A. G,
Galusha, E. D,, Carr, V.
M., Walker, D, L. Fourth
row: Malott, W. O., Mof-
far, D. M., Williams, E.
W., Hilder, W. A., Ward,
H. H., Kiesel, M. L. Fiith
row: Deiters, E. F., Lind-
gren, A. E., Raatjes, H,,
Blazek, R. .. Sides, R.




COMPANY D, Platoon
4 —(Left to right) Front
row: Holbert, D. D., Jar-
oszewski, F. M., Wiant, M.
S., Nordgren, E. R., Hues-
man, W. F., Crumley, V.
K. Second row: Hillman,
G. W., Greenlun, R. E,
Batko, A. D, Rollette, R.
C., Palmer, P. P. Bell,
D. M. Third row: George,
J. R., Stevens, H. S., Big-
gerstafl, J. A., Grenier, J.
M., Caskey, L. H. Fourth
row: Lindstrom, J. E,
Blue, W. 5., Boersma, E.,
Foerster, W. 0., Gress, .
D., Hess, L. W, Fifth row:
Godlewski, E. A., Rep-
pond, C. 0., Cannon, H.
K., Fisher, E. V., Baker,
V. D, Westphal, R. W,
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COMPANY D, Platoon
3 —(Left to right) Front
row: Heppner, C. I,
Flack, C. R., O’Donnell,
J. M, Pikal, R. J., Ekblad,
D. H., Richmond, A. P.
Second row: Merfeld, L.
N., Wargel, C. H., Rey-
nolds, M. C., Palmer, Ray,
Snead, W, T., Swan, R. H,
Third row: Miller, W. F.,
McMath, N. T., Cooley,
V. P., Johnson, W. L.
Smith, G. M., Anderson,
G. Fourth row: George, B.
D.. Reagan, W, B., Paul,
J. L., Lach, F. J., Absher,
T. F. Fifth row: Mausser,
A. 1., Little, R. L., Jansa,
F. J., Schofield, D. H,
Ross, C. A.




COMPANY D, Platoon
5 —ILeft to right) Front
row: Green, R. W., Pap-
pas, P. K., Spruytte, C. A,
Donovan, L. F., English,
D. M., Mayo, E. H. Second
row: Hughes, S. F., Hand,
0. H. Brieve, J. M., Grav-
ell, D, E., Sherman, C. C.,
Simon, C. F. Third row:
Heinsch, L. J., Luhman,
T. W., Robertson, R. H.,
Marliere, A. P., Johnson,
R A., Waiau, L. P., Ware.
ing, I, K. Fourth row:
Fisher, C. J., Boucher, U,
L. Lonis, S. D., Embry,
W. E., Stamp, M, J., Man-
gold, V. A. Fifth row:
Kellackey, H. D., Murphy,
E. L., Harris, S. T., Par-
gons, J. E., Pion, N, L.,
Dunlap, A. 1.

COMPANY D, Platoon
6 —(Left to right) Front
row: Andrews, L. D., Ful-
ler, G. E., Seidel, C. P.,
Miller, E. O., Slates, D. L.,
Denger, K. (E. Second
row: Parker, M. B.. Lewis,
K. M., Schwab, J. F., Spar-
ling, D. E., Ranta, L. W.,
Adler, R. E. Third row:
Conrad, D, A, Rhode, L.
J., Smith, J. D, Talbert,
R. C., Pollock, C. A, Mim-
mack, J. 0. Fou-th row:
MeDonald, R., Pokopae,
G. S.. Harrington, E. F.,
Chinelli, J. S, Smith, J.
R., Erickson, E. G. Fifth
row: Halek. 8. C., Grant.
S., Gossen, A. 0., Valen-
tine, H. J. R.. Petrilla,
J. P., McFee, R. M.




HEADQUARTERS COMPANY CPO’S

H. L. Lyon G. R. Elliot

J. G. Ingle G. W. Farr J. R. Perrin F. B Newman K. N. Frishie B. G. McCright

A. H. Storm P. J. Matchuny J. I. O’Neill F. R. Buu G. G. Jackson C. H. Kuiper

T, M. Trent R. G. A. Wasem R. C. Denenney D. D. Bell L. . Steffens L. E. Augustine
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

HEADQUARTERS, Pla-

toon 1 —(Left to right)
Front row: Weber, J. L.,
Clauson, W. N., Fink, T,

J., Stephens, W. E., Clam-

pitt, C. 8. Second row:
Fernau, J. E., Bowman,

W. F., Hutt, C. L., Rahilly,

J. 1., Forbes, R. L. Third

row: Kiefer, G. W., Ayl-

ward, J. M., Charron, T,
A, Carter, A, G. Fourth
row: Kutehai, J.  H.,
Webh, J. H., Sampson,
L; Dew, W. E., Terry,
AL

HEADQUARTERS, Pla-
toon 2—(Left to right)
Front row: Williams, W.
C., Gillene, W. E., Hin-
man, M. C., Zdvorak, L.,
Dorweld, E. F. Second
row: Hak, G. J., Caven-
der, M. W., Sayre, C. E,
Hn(]o]ph. C. B.. Baker,
G. D. Third row: Thorn-
ton, J. M., Rautenkranz,
R. E.; Uthe, F. W., Me-
Kandles, E. G., Shepherd,
(. H. Fourth row: Mid-
dleton, M. B., Beck, H.,,
Curran, P. P., Renfrow,
L. A, Collins, B. W. Fifth
row: Grabert, G. A., Gilt-
ner, E. G. Vogel, A,
Klimowich, A. 5., Ralston,




HEADQUARTERS, Pla-

toon 3-B — (Left to right)
Front row: Fruen, R. A,
Clarkson, C. L., Steed, W,
E., Fulton, L. E., Wil-
liams, S. A. Second row:
Gideon, R. K., Brummitt,
L. D., MeWilliams, E. D,
Davis, 0. E., New, S. D,
Third row: Ramos, E.,
Buday, L. L., Harris, J.
H., Smith, W. C, Fourth
row: Doty, R. B., Hindes,
C. G, Downey, F. E,
Siciliano, A. M., Short,
G. R
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HEADQUARTERS, Pla-
toon 3-A — (Left to right)
Front row: Franklin, A.
N., Gregory, R. V., Cum-
mings, I. C., Gross, G. M.,
Martin, W. S, Second row:
Phythian, F. S., Smith, J.
J.. Gaden, T. A., Sullivan,
H. T. Schmidi, L. R.
Third row: Stortroen, W.
0., Lyon, H. W,, Cogger,
S. M,, Cregan, J. R., Pum-
nea, . D. Fourth row:
Clark, K. P., Morgan, G.
R., Barnack, S. B., Stev-
ens, J. P., Werkema, C.
G., Frevert, R. E. Fifth
row: Schaad, M. H.,
Fisher, C., Jones, F. F.,
Steinfeld, M., Peterson,

A L.




HEADQUARTERS, Pla-

toon 4-A — (Left to right)
Front row: Grzanka, W.
). Garland, R. F., Stanek,
E. A, Foster, C. R, For-
rester, T. B. Second row:
Mitchell, A. B., Burruss,
C, H., Baker, R. D., Shaf-
fer, H, A., DeGennaro,
D. J. Third row: Novalk,
1. 1., DeVries, S., Jones,
B H Y Bondoin, V. J.,
Kleier, R. W. Fourth row:
Armstrong, R. W., Wil
liams, D. B., Greenlees,
W., Holmberg, R. E.
Avdelotte, T.

HEADQUARTERS, Pla-
toon 4.B — (Left to right)
Front row: Crager, R. E,,
Hagene, W. H., Mec-
Knight, J. 0., Paluszew-
ski, J. L., Baker, E. ],
Perzanowski, L. F. Second
row: Ellery, M. W,, Lang,
C. A, Baker, W. C,
Spletter, L. W, Hardy,
W. D. Third row: Busho,
E. P, Hickle, D. W,
Littrell, J. D., Willard,
D. C., Cremer, J. J. Fourth
row: Gilliam, W, B,
Simerly, J. G.. Cowan, F.
L.. DiMattio, M., Sprouse,
F. H




Front row, left to right:
C. H. Mills, J. J. Rawski,
M. C. Summers, H, R.
Stephens, J. G. Geoghegan,
T. E. McConnell, C. G.
Jenkin, Second row: J. F.
Griffin, A, Gonzales, C. A.
Helms, E, E. Browne, J. A.
Phillips, A.
Third row: L. 1. Pond,
C. A, Brown, D. P. Farn.
quist, H. M. Buford, L. H.
Gregory, ]J. W. McRae.

0. Kock.

MANUS REPLACEMENTS

e NN nE==
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Front row, left to right:
A. M. Aquilar, E. W.
Barnwell, J. E. Burchard,
M. R. Cryer, T. E. Palmer,
J. H. Watkins, T. J. Er-
hart. Second row: T. P.
Brooks, R. L. Brainard,
W. A. Brown, R. S. Price,
G. W. Ellis, T. A. Fort-
man. Third row: R. G.
Myers, N. A. Brown, R. D.
Crist, W- L, Cox, A. G
Mihlbauer, C. G. Soop.
F. N. Moore, E. J. Sawina.
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Front vow, left 1o right:
W.E. Beckey, Jr., L. Bow-
man, Jr., R. F. Brock, Jr.,
L. ). Boyles, C. W. Bled-
soe, L. L, Fletcher, C. A.
Beck., Second row: J. G.
Collova, R. L. Butler,
R P. Addington, W. 1.
Andreson, S. Markheim,
I. T. McKenna. Third
row: W. J. Hennessey,
L. R. Herbert, J. S. Mad-
den, J. E. Herendeen,
G. W. Hodge, D. Fuller.

MANUS REPLACEMENTS

Front row, left to right:
J. H. McGee, W. H.
House, J. E. Dickens,
0. H. Jones, J. S, Kilian,
H. . Goodman. Second
row: G. A. Grutzkuhn,
W. L. Beck, C. F. Buker,
T. L. deForest, Jr., M. P.
MeBride, W. D. Gerlich.
Third row: E. Charneski,
H. N. Mapes, O. J. Hen-
derson, T. E. Lavery,
R. J. O’Donnell, L. J.
Gleeson, W. H. Finley.




Front row, left 1o right:

W. A. Dawson, J. E, Mor-

ris; B. H. Joyce, L. J.
Hoover, P, Lahn, Second
row: R. F. Singer, E. M.
Owens, R. A, Griffen, T.

H. Dayvoli, A. G. Randall.

Third row: R. L. Nutter,
W. C. Dungan, L. J. Han-
sen, E. L. DeWoody, A.
Jacobson, H. R. Schwartz,
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Front row, left to rvight:
H. €. Carlisle, E. W.
Freese, J. A. Cutshaw,
P. S. Smith, R. Bowes.
Second row: F. J. Al
bright, J. M. Austin, R.
Beay, J. T. Aumueller,
C. P. Erickson. Third
row: J. V. Farrell, T.
Bonanno, J. Davis, R. O.
Arhlen, J. 0. Choate.




D-ECEMBER 8, 1942, is a day long to he
remembered by the men of the 63rd NCB
for it was then that their troop trains steamed
into historic  Williamshurg, Va. Alighting
from warm railway coaches, the fledgling
Seabees were herded into open trucks and
bumped along rocky roads to Camp Peary.
En route, in rain driven by a brisk wind from
seaward, the men were efficiently zoaked and
properly conditioned for their introduction to
Camp Peary — known to Seabees throughout
the world as “the land that God forgot.”

They were greeted by persons dignified
ouly by their titles as instructors. Some im-
aginative hoot described the typical instructor
as hall gorilla and half bear (stance like a
gorilla, voice like a bear). “You'll be sorry!™
was the common call the new arrivals got al-
though why the future tense was used is still
a matter for debate.

The men received their first conditioning
hikes. three times a day through muddy and
sodden underbrush to Ship’s Compan galley
for mess. Mess was right! They stood in line
for an hour to get their “good old™ Navy beans
and trimmings. The barracks were fully air-
conditioned and equipped with the latest in
ventilated decks (Gawd, how that wind
whistled) . Daily drill in six inches of mud,
rain or snow, was obligatory. In spare time
men learned how to serub their clothing and
contrived to dry it; how to roll their moun-
lains of clothing and to fit it into what seemed
ridiculously small sea and dufile bags.

It may have heen the scalpings suffered at
the hands of the butcher barbers that ren-
dered the men grogey for a week or so: but
then it could just as well have been the shock
of hitting the deck in what seemed the middle
of the night. But regular sleeping hours soon
flattened those kinks — after a person hecame

CAMP PEARY
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AND BOOT CAMP

accustomed to the various snores (vibrating,
vielent, rolling, puffing, cutting, grinding and
sawing ).

Mail call was one of the bright spots of
days and nights crowded with activity and
learning the Navy way. Loneliness is a hard
ailment to combat. as the Navy knows full
well. The Navy knows that only by keeping
men’s minds occupied, their bodies tired,
could they survive with poise the rugged
first days of their naval careers. So it was
drill, drill, drill: lecture, lecture, lecture:
order after order to be snapped to and ex-
ecuted without question.

In two weeks a transformation had taken
place. Men who had been raw recruits a short
time hefore comprehended and executed com-
mands like veterans. Eyes began to sparkle,
chests to expand. abdomens were sucked in
and bodies hardened, bhut — in spite of the
growls of instructors — hats remained at all
possible moments perched on the backs of
heads.







In a few more weeks the erstwhile raw
hoots were attired in Navy Blue and on the
outside looking in at newer crops of hoots.
It was a great day when guards were removed
from their posts and the new Navy “wolves”
were free to prowl in all parts of the camp
when they could find time. It was a strange
fecling, stepping outside those gates — not as
civilians but as Seabees in the U, S, Navy,
the bigzest and best Navy in all the world.

Much training remained but the worst was
finished — those hard, grinding days and
lerribly lonely nights — for men of the 63rd
had learned the ropes. For them there could
be no more trying experience than bhoot.
They graduated into advanced training with
confidence,

In advance training many men made the
atquaintance of Island X, that humpy, bumpy
and breezy “proving ground” for the real
Island X. Water purification and other crews
learned 1o set up and operate the equipment
needed to supply and maintain a sanitary
and healthful camp under all conditions. The
proof of the pudding came in the results of
these Seabee “schools™. One crew of 50 men
hecame proficient enough to erect a mess
hall, galley, clear a camp avea, set up a water
tank, showers and drinking water units in
31% hours.

Those who were not selected to attend
classes drilled and hiked. their officers with
them, for the 63rd Battalion had been formed,
Medical corpsmen went along on every hike
lo care for the lame and blistered. The path-
way to completion of the Seabee training
period was rough and rugged but the goal
Was now in sight.

Periodic liberties were possible. Not many
failed to avail themselves of the opportunity
to visit Williamsburg and Richmond for the
quenching of thirsts and the enjoyment of
eivilian pastimes whenever there was time.
But few will forget the tribulations involved
in clearing camp, securing transportation on
crowded busses, and braving the martinets of
Shore Patrol once they wot “ashore™.

There came a day, 1 March 1943, when the
battalion was inspected, approved, given ils
tolors and standard and commissioned, It was
a proud day for officers and men to be at
last “on their own” with no more howling
drill instructors, no more truculent Marines
urging them over break-neck obstacle courses,
They were Fighting Sealees now and ready
for anything — come what would.

There was little time to enjoy that feeling
in Camp Peary. The nexi day the hattalion
entrained for the Advanced Base Depot Re-
teiving Barracks at Gulfport, Mississippi.
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TRAINS, TRAINING, TRAINS

Tlll". A-hour day eouch ride fvom Camp
Peary 1o Gulfport which started 2 Maveh,
|u'un'+| that' Seabees were rained o make
themselves ot home under anv conditions.
The trip was made in three sections, One
train curried Headquarters and Company A
personnel with L. Comdr. Parson in cliorge,
Li. Elliot was in command of Section 2 which
carrieid l.'uml-iqn:. B and the first three i"“'
toons of r.ut:lputl}' . Commander ”i}_ﬂll]v}-
man aceompanicd the remainder of Company
C oand all of D) Company in the third section,

After much shifting and shonting in the
Richmond yards. the trains were dispatehed
via diferent Men mwde themselves
ar comfortalile as possible during the miglits
by removing seat cushions and sleeping upon
them on the floor. Daytime hours wore passcd
in 'l"il"hi-ll;l! the |i,1rll].h'-u]"'. caril |r].|_\inu. JLELEE
ing the scuttlebuit and “wolling 1" every time
the train passed through a commuonity where
fﬂ'lhillihii} could be viewed.

As the long trainz conversed into Mi-
issippi. the eramped men were glad 1o antici-

rottes,




pate the end of the long ride and looked for-
ward 1o making themselve: a1t home in a
newer and betler eguipped camip in a warmer
olimate. There was also considerable seuttle
butt relative to impending leaves to spice the
(R BT

The trains arvived al Gullport at various
hours on 4 March. By nightfall the bantalion
wis seeure in bareacks,

The site was 1‘]!'“'1‘13' laiel ot aod hoasted
new luxury in doable-decked barracks where
there was plenty of lght, beat, ventilation,
liot water wnd exeellent head Favilities,

Work started immediately and hy evening
unloading war seenred and the battalion was
I'r:Jill} Lo slael ils miss exodins to all leave
poinis ng the first leave, thers was
much confusion in the prracuring of Hekets,
und eredentials, bul  patience inally  iri-
uniphed and the wen Tonnd themselvis en
risibe For home,

A swall echelon of about 50 liands -.|“3-|-.|
behind to maintain gear and quarters with
L. Comelr, Parson in charze. They were later
given leave from California.

Not much time elapsed alter the return
of all hands before 1they were soon “sold”
on the new home. Duties there were mainly
routine, The camp was a 20-minute walk from
the ity anid taxis were available to haul o
groip o lown [or 15 centz per. Good foml
and hospitable people. plos lots of amuse-
mients, gavie every man a desire o linger in
Culfpoet hut that. of course, was idle thinking,

Projects were Tew hot greatly varied ilurinng
the week the hattalion spent there, Men wore
agsigned 1o huild polilic works shop Tor hase
use il 1o work at the rifle range, located al
somie dlistance from the main camp. Some
“'Hl'L Wile l‘\i'EIl'IIl]'l"I] nmn an "h,-'““-h\- COtrae,
Specialict «chools embraced 63rd crews for
futher study and work. Mechanies, relrigers-
tion mien, pontoon men and divers altended,

It was not long however, hefore lonz lines
of Pullmans saw 63rd  persormel  loading
abward. Again the battalion was moving,

Toughened by the dayv-eoach ride from
Camp Peary to Golfport and by the rugged-
ness of teavel Lo and from home on their eme
barkation leaves, men of the 63rd were totally
unprepared Tor the semi-luxury of their long
teip o Port Hueneme. Cal, in Pullman ears,

Troops entrained on 19 and 20 Mareh amid
the Turewells of townzpeople whe added read-




ing watter. small lunches and other gifts 1o
iheir good wizshes for a safe Irill. The battalion
was carried in three seetions, heing dispatclied

over different routes from New Orleans.

Typical was the trip made by men of the
fivat section, nking a northern route through
Texas where plenty of the Tamons panhandle
seenery waz visible with its mesquite, tumble-
wieeil, catens and hutte=ll, -'Jll.FliIIHII'.II'IiIT,'_' idin-
ine ecars al Clovie, Sew Moexieo, the lirst sec-
tion took meals for the balanee of the rrip
in Fred Harvey restaurants,

There were pecasionn] stops 1o allow men
o stretch their legs. Ome of these spells came
al "Q-il";_"l"'l, N, M. The matives mmzt have
1|I|:1||{::'||1 Sealbwves were rllll]\ill;_'. a leachhead
pg they poured from the Irain o swarm inlo
teack=ide  cmporiums which they speedily
eleared of their stocks of cigors, cigareties,
eamdy, popeorn and solt dreinks (11 was Sun-
dayl, It was on one ol stech stops that oor
ollicers paid as much as 15 eents Tor papers
at least threee months old,

At Albuguerque many made their ficst ex-
periment with Mexican food. entranced by
the attractive olive-skinoned dark-eved waii-
resses. They could oot linger 1o determine
Hm Lemperment ol 1he damsels lan tlll'} knew
the [ood was torrid. Remember the ruzh o
(hie water cooler alter Uhe first Tew bites af
taeo und enchillada?

Leaving New Mexico, the lamd of sunsets
el geenery, the teaing steamed  over the
rocky. hot Arizona deserl, stopping occasion-
...]IIE 'l-lr necn Lo ."rl'li'k lllr i ] iﬂ" l"[ll'il.'l::..
Afier erossing the Colormdo River inte Cal-
ilormia, the land. seencery even the people,
l'h,lll;i-rf. Pazt mouniains, fertile

¥ :|”-|~1_|. =, mnl

farms anil citrus groves the trains flashed to
halt at Upnion Station in Los Angeles whers
wneals were served amid colorful surronndings,
From there it was but an hour’s ride 1o Ox-
|T:||'1I :ll'“l I,{ll'T IllI"‘l'li"l]li'. Iurlll"" H‘l'l'ilHI' ll'"'\"‘l-
ing time from Golfport was in the neighlior.
howd of 75 luars.

T LTI trains were switehed into e
N wnel tlve T foumd. alter o short mareh.
new anil dilferent quarters. They were quon-
sel type huats laid oot in rows with conven-
ienees nearly,

Lalsor h'glllutiun:'- in Calilornin ]an't'l'l'lll'!;
the battalions from doing any construction.
Minor work parlies and extensive gnard de-
tail= were the only assignments until the nee-
easity ol loading ships presented the prol-
lem of providing men.

The “eall of the wild,” due 1o the Tnvig-
oruting weather, nearby towns, ol eivilion
netivities <pon tausht the men that liberties
woere somwhat insufficient. It was discoverel
that the body developed for combat could
easily seale a camp fenee in revord time,
which was in this caze hefore the sentry
could arrive. A= a result 63rd men found
much time to further their romantic inclina-
tions and to develop their tasies for spirits of
the liquid 1ype.

Milituey troining was a rveview ol lacties
taught in Camp Peary, Marines lent (heir
assistunee in this direction,

I"L”" e '1'i'||'i|I j..':'l 1'“:‘ ll'llhﬂil'l 1:Ir 'I'l:il"r| neeEn
than the caomp life of Tour or hive weeks,
remaing the line hospitality  of California
people, the Hollywood Canteen amid a few
telephone numbers zathered here and there.




HUENEME TO GUADALCANAL

JE'ST as men ol the 63ed staried 1o Feel an
home in California, but neacly peoaniless alter
secing the sights of Hollywood and Los An-
geles, the Tomeoxpeeted oriler 1o sceure eomie
o 28 April 1968 The arler set off o last-
minute rush of stowing gear, muking nervous
and teaclul *phone calls to wives aid mollicrs,
cheeking  off  and  replacing AOLs  and
AWOL s who dida’t {eel qllilr tp 1o forsak-
ing the ativactions of Stateside, And, of sonrsae,
there was thnt lasty singlesdilo marel through
e Sick Boy 1o show the doctoes ome — will-
ill,;:llt-.us I bhi]l ik,

Mo bugle was pecded 1o wake the gang on
the moraing of 30 April. Each man seemod
determined ta be fiest alioaed, 10 st have
lpoked 10 those across the Tonee that e
fdnl was ool to win e war single-lhanilol,
judging Dy all the gear careied aboaril. By
h‘lrl:{ il.rll'.'rnmlll. -'l" IH"T."\-"‘"“I"‘I i:n'l l_“{'“i"!"lh"l“
were aboard, r{'llill; the stage for the Mor-
MacPort ta slip quiietly from her beeth w
i1,

For several moments thers was tension in
the air as men realized that the narrow gap
reparating e Trom  theie howeland  was
growinz ever wider. There was dlrama in
the seene when “Seotty™ Miller's haton swung
winl the Dol canght the down-heai Tor 1he
teaditiomal “Aveliors Aweigh,” Theongh all
e cheering that echoed the refrain. eonli
bie Felt the womder and uncertainty of what o
ull wa= the start of a srear sdventure, I waus
biire Iefore all adjustments were e,
Buckets were heoken oot Tor thoge whio worn
poady to Seive i oo Those who wire nol
seusick gatheved in small groups 1o puss the
seulilebult which was destined 1o low
lrecly throughonl the voypee.

i

Previonsly, two other ships bearing smll
detachments of 63ed men and mwaeh egquip-
ment had eleaved Port Huencme Tor 1slaml
Xo The S5 Stanford White sailed 20 April
with 13 men including three afficers. Op 29
April. the S8 MarMacGull weighed anchor
with twe officers and 11 enlisted men aboarl.

The MarMaePort plowed through choppy
seng her first night ogut, Most of tlie 2500 wien
athoaed went o theie unks eonvinesd tha
thie morning would fimd them part of a vasl
tunviy working toward the Southwest Pueifie.
The surprise was great when the carly Livds
on deck next day caw nothing hut a vasi
steeteh of sea covompassing the <hip,

Du Ahe thicd day. moving into tropical
latitwdes, certain unforgettahle eharaeleries
of the ship began to make themselves nneom-
fortalily apparent. The tapresitle “Clie Sales"
were rapidly becoming places one haped 1o

-

<hum bt such eseape was impossible when
the chowline route led divecily past them.
That line was notorious [oe its slowness of
wioveinent, Rewenilr?

It ine all Fwivoess it ghiowld he oomatter of
revord that comditions in the traop mess hall
were only slightly wore comdocive 1o goml
appetites, The grease was so thick on the
deck that barricades wore ereeted at the Lo
ol laddirs to Keep won. overbalaneed by thie
i of e :11Iill.. feom <liding imo the
lower compartments. Bol, a: one wag has
|mir|ll'1| ol I.I‘nl M Witre naps Ilmu ['l_']l.‘].!.ll
for wll these meonvenienees by the abundanes
of goud Tood o marvelously propared
Avway, there was good band musie each
1-1.'unill,'.' onn itk

Theve was oo eloe st the ship's desting-
tign wnel only by observation of sun and stars
wiere Lhie tiven alile Ti li:l‘l]ll track of the a]i-
rection of travel. On the sixih dlav, King Nep-
tune amd court eame aboard, the Jally Roger
bvake oo al “ll' I1I;|.i|‘| lrlwk. unﬂ I|||:'. l“:l.‘l:r
Bnsiniisse o converling p.t‘uu*]'rng Pn"iwngn
into. prowl Shellbacks procesded theoughon
te sunlit hovrs, Casnaliies 1o hissote adorn-
pwenils were ghastly as lines of men reccived
their sentenves ani passed through the “elip
joints”" bt the only incapacitating injury
wis e Dreoken ankle  sallered h}' Chiel
Brewor,

The wninitinted may entertain the notion
that o twi-week voyage for 2500 men is a
dull allaiv. They fail 1o reckon with the never-
failing sovrce of enterlainment Tor troope.
prossivally ealled “pumoring”™ by the Army
Bt dignitied  with  the picturesgue  term
“senttlebur™ by wmen who follow the spa.
Yes, wany  were the  subimarines  which
lunched torpedocs at the MorMacelPort. ae-
corlling 1o the sepitlehutters, bt only onee
wag the ship actoally aledied 1o the sulb-
niarine menace. The warning came jusi alter
the “durken !‘Itillh oriler anid cast a pall of
apprehension over all troops. The ship's
muster, whom all men of the 63rd will =alue
any li"ll'. any jl].‘u'l'. for his s-]rr'-rlql:r Fiss] s
to the damger sigoal, did more trieks with the
Ll than o monkey withe 40 feer of srapes
vine al his disposal. Zigging heve, zagging
there, the ship twistod and toened like a
rahiliit fecling the hot Lireath of hounds, The
conrse was allered iy 150 miles 1o carry the
:lf;i]l to the 22mid dr,',:rm- af conth Latiiude,
fare sonth of hee ossipgoed roote, Later th
aight the sitvation was further complivated,
o [tlllr'!' a ]i;:ll.l iatimute on the wortlh of
words. Iy a soot lire which leveloped in the
=moke sack, shooting a clowl of illumined
smoke high aliove the ship, The ship’s theol-




ogins were reminded of the “pillar of fire by
night” guide for the Israclites secking the
Promised Land, only they hoped that the
“Israelites” did not turn out to be a hrace
of Jap torpedoes bursting in the bowels of
the ship.

Un]\ twice during the 14 days were other
It is difficult to describe
ed when distant, unide
nhlwl al sea in I]mP of

: .f the intl'l'u]c-r
upon their horizon. Neec to say, they
were friendly ship

There was never a prolonged period of re-
laxation aboard. Long before morning chow
was down the hatch, muster was started. The




battalion maintained a general watch and
working parties. There were frequent ord-
nance inspections at muster (remember clean-
ing the ravages of rain and salt spray from
those pieces?). When other activities per-
mitted there was fire, collision and abandon
ship drills, the briskness of these exercises
materially hampered by the bulkiness of ever-
present life jackets. But later, despite in-
junctions, the men learned to make them-
selves more comfortable by the use of life
jackets as cushions and pillows.

Fresh water, as was to he expected. was
scarce. Wild dashes for wash rooms morning
and afternoon during the brief intervals when
the water was turned on were highlights of
every day. For some unfortunates, ('zillghl in
the middle, it was always a problem whether
to replace their clothing over soap-suds or to
feel equally as “crummy™ for the rest of the
day after trying to rinse fresh water soapsuds
with salt water. Shaving was entirely forsaken
by many men.

Gradually, officers and men hecame accus-
tomed to what in reality was a calm and peace-
ful voyage. Shellback wounds were healing
nicely as the Big Dipper and the Pole Star
dipped toward the northern horizon and the
Southern Cross appeared in the sky ahead.
The only cause for beard-muttering during
those days was the propensity of certain neo-
phyte radio announcers belonging to CUB 3
or the 6th Special NCB, to bawl indiserimin-
ately and unnecessarily over the loud speaker
at too-frequent intervals such refrains as
these:

“Attention all hands, attention all hands;
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reveille, reveille; heave out and lash up:
sweepers man your brooms; sweep down fore
and aft; empty all spit-kits: the smoking
lamp is lit topside: cooks lay down to the
valley on the double: that is all, that is all.”
Or — “Jones, hospital corpsman first class,
report to troop office on the double,” or —
“Peterson, yeoman first class. report to the
troop office immediately,” or — as Chief
Kilbride was wont to vary the routine for the
benefit of 63rd men:: “So-and-so! Report to
the troop office expeditiously!”

There was one other irritation, however.
It came the day all troops were “run bhelow”
immediately after morning chow and kept




there all day without lunch. No kidneys
cracked under the strain which was occa-
sioned by an inspection of sea and duffle
bags. It is reported that up to mid-afternoon
one l0-cent can of lighter fluid was confis-
cated with due ceremony,

The average age of 63rd personnel is said
to be well past 30 years and many of these
men were accustomed to the “wide open
spaces” (hurray for Texas). It remains a
never-failing source of wonder that the trip
was made with so much success considering
the cramped, steaming compariments and
constant feuding with CUB 3 and the 6th
Speecial.

Regardless of a natural love of their home
soil it is doubtful that 63rd Seabees were ever
as glad to see any land as they were the first
sight of the Fijis on the morning of 14 May.
No stars in the sky were ever more heautiful
than those on the wings of the patrol plane
which greeted the ship that morning and
escorted her to an anchorage.

The same sentiment holds for the detach-
ments which sailed aboard the Stanford
White and MorMacGull. Their voyages were
more pleasant because of more commodious
accomodations. The routine aboard the
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former vessel was interrupted only when the
engines were shut down one night to repair
damage to a main bearing. The MorMaeGull
made the Fijian landfall on 15 May while
the White, held up at Oakland Naval Base
for further cargo stowage, dropped her hook
in the Fijian harbor on 20 May.

A growing feeling of disillusionment per-
vaded the MorMacPort as she lay idle all day,
however, and by the next day most of the
original optimism had vanished. It appeared
that the 63rd was an orphan without a guard-
ian but the tension was relieved somewhat
by a hint of shore liberties to come and the
fact that the ship and harbor were lighted
at night, in startling contrast to the blacked-
out U. 8. ports which had heen left so far
behind in the two-week cruise.

With the chance to go ashore, men soon
got the feel of the land once more. Most of
the conducted tours were of two-hour dura-
tion, consisting of military drills for an hour
and three-quarters and 15 minutes to see the
sights, After the first few days, however, ways
and means were found to dodge these restric-
tions and it hecame quite common for men to
“volunteer” for working details ashore. (Just
try to get those “pushers™ in hoot camp to
believe that).



Strong afternoon winds usually made it
necessary for liberty parties to come aboard
via landing nets. This provided considerable
entertainment as the men clambered over
the side with water-soaked clothing and carry-
ing the inevitable bag of coconuis. Very few
ever released their grip on the bag whatever
the difficulty of the elimb but many later
wished all coconuts were at the hottom of the
harbor as over-ripe coconut milk doubled
them up with tummy-aches.

As the days dragged into weeks there was
more liberty ashore and the men were able
to make the 8-mile trip to Lautoka by bus
which paralleled the route of the donkey
railroad with its wood-burning locomotive
topped by the crude “gay-90’s™ type funnel-
shaped smoke stack, and the crude but effi-
cient little cars full of tropical produce. There
never scemed to be enough bananas and pine-
apples. however, for hungry Seabees.

Investigation disclosed that the men were
on the island of Viti Levu, largest of the
sprawling Fijis, the total area of which group
approximates that of New Jersey. Instead of
seeing vicious-looking natives with a freshly
removed human head in one hand and a
“Long-pig’

-

sandwich in the other as the

side-show barker portrays the Fijian, 63rd
personnel found the natives pleasant, amiable
folk eager to please their visitors. Ta their
stock greeting. “hoola Joe.” Seabees very often
elicited such a civilized response as “good
morning, sir.” (Just ask Chief Truman Vos-
hurg) .

These tall, brawny and tough natives, actu-
ally only a couple of generations removed
from their head-hunting and cannibalistic
ancestors, more than proved themselves as
warriors. Commando-trained, they led the
Yanks through the Jap-infested Solomons
jungles with unquenchable zeal, fired by
hatred of anything Japanese. The credit for
their rapid transition from savagery to com-
parative civilization is due to missionary en-
deavors and a sympathetic control of the
Fijis as a British Crown Colony with head-
quarters at Suva, also on Viti Levu.

Seabee visitors to Lautoka were depressed
by the primitive sewerage system. consisting
of canal-like ditches beside streets and roads
with no shelters for privacy or convenience.
There was one main business street lined on
one side by shops devoted mainly to the
manufacture and sale of souvenirs. Seabees
were entranced at the native workmanship on




jewelry and trinkets and lingered for hours
to watch the eraftsmen who used their feet
nearly as dexterously as their hands to per-
form their tasks,

Native cafes were common in Lautoka and
there was a tea-house and recreation center
maintained by the Red Cross. The hotel was
a center of inlerest, resembling as it did the
U. S. hostelry of frontier days. Wines, gin,
rum, and brandy were available. A few of
the men were invited to a party in a native
home where they were made very welcome
with cups of the National drink (kava) which,
according lo Everett McGowan of Company
C, “tasted like a cross hetween milk of mag-
nesia and mud.” The men were invited to
dance, or “tra-la-la,” and managed to adapt
themselves to the unconventional dips and
pivots of the natives without too much diffi-
culty.

For days the MorMacPort lay in the har-
hor as working parties learned the stevedor-
ing art by discharging cargo from their ship,
restoring some semhblance of order to supply
depots on shore, and ultimately, reloading
their supplies aboard the USS LaSalle for con-
tinuance of their voyage to Island X. It had
been decided that the material brought from
Stateside on the Stanford White and Mox-
MacGull would he divided between other
units. Finally the cargo was loaded (with the
exception of a harge-load of beer which found
a walery resting place) and on 1 June the
troops embarked. For a brief interval it
appeared that a Congressional committee
must meet hefore “Osear” could come aboard
but eventually that was settled, inasmuch as

his master, Rockwell, was needed on the
waler-purification crew.

Next day the ouiji board said it was safe to
get under way for the next leg of the voyage
and, after testing all the horns, whistles, hells
and squeaks, the LaSalle casually steamed into
deep blue water behind the protecting might
of 75-foot SC craft. A few submarine alerts
hroke the monotony of the short trip to New
Caledonia where, at Noumea, full realization
of the extent of the war was apparent. Every
nook and corner of the large harbor was filled
with vessels flying Stars and Stripes. Seabee
hearts began to swell with pride.

The ultimate destination of the battalion
was still a matter of conjecture — Guadal-
canal being the most frequent topic of scuttle-
hutt artists. Late on the afternoon of 6 June
tension reached a new peak as movements of
vessels in the harbor indicated that a convoy
was heing jockeyed into position. The LaSalle
weighed anchor and, after making several
complete circles, swung into convoy forma-
tion with several first-line destroyers deployed
ahead and on the flanks, Just as the convoy
cleared harbor two submarines bhroached
water to starboard, creating a small sensation
among troops. They were U. S. subs.

The convoy, including five deeply-laden
transports (approximately 10,000 troops) and
a number of cargo vessels was deemed of suffi-
cient importance to demand additional pro-
tection. This was provided by a large air-
craft carrier and six additional destroyers
with which the convoy made rendezvous along
its route. There was no criticism of this pro-



cedure among 63rd troops. Indeed, tension
and an awareness of danger increased as the
ships penetrated deeper into waters well
known to be menacing.

This tension was brought to its climax on
10 June when a peremptory call to general-
gquarters was announced at 1300 on the heels
of a message that a formation of six enemy
hombers was headed toward the convoy and
expected to arrive at approximately 1400. No
planes materialized and secure from general
(uarters was sounded at 1430, Word later was
received that the enemy formation consisting
of six twin-engined torpedo hombers had heen
intercepted by fighters from Henderson Field,
four destroyed and the other two turned back.

It was the ship’s practice to secure all hands
at general quarters for a period of approxi-
mately 30 minutes before and after hoth sun-
rise and sunset. Troops went below decks at
sundown that evening with longing looks at
the darkening sky and sea, fearful of what
alarms or catastrophes the night might hold
for them. A full moon, offering fine visibility
from the air, further complicated the danger.

There in the stuffy, hot holds, tormented
by thirst, the men heard further news of Jap
attempts to attack the convoy. General quar-
ters was continued. The tension increased pro-
oressively as the “talker” called attention of
gun crews to sounds of enemy planes tailing
the ship. There was reason for anxiety, too,
because the men had heard that the last ships
in a convoy are the “sitting ducks” that are
most attractive to attacking planes. Tt didn’t
help a bit 1o realize that the LaSalle and the
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USS. McCawley were steaming abreast at the
rear of the line. The MeCawley was sunk a
few weeks later in the New Georgia invasion.

Many a fervent prayer was offered that
night as the heavy anti-aircraft guns of the
LaSalle opened up with roars which shud-
dered through the ship alarmingly, Through-
out the running fight, the loud speaker di-
rected fire, pointing out the line of flight and
direction of attack being pressed by the roar-
ing aireraft. On one occasion, just before the
attackers dispersed, a daring Nip pilot broke
through the ring of flak being hurled into
the air by the transports and their destroyer
escorts to zoom close to the stern of the La
Salle. Whether or mnot the plane launched
its torpedo is not known. At any rate the
ship was not hit nor was there any more dam-
age than the normal amount of wear and tear
on human nerves,

To those whose duty kept them on deck,
including several 63rd men manning 20-mm
guns, the scene was fully as spine-tingling
without the feeling of futility which resulted
from being shut up below decks. There were
periodic bursts of fire from guns of all caliber
throughout the engagement, turning the sky
into a blaze of orange fire highlighted by
stabbing streams of tracers arching through
the night.

The attack ended abruptly when sudden
clouds shrouded the moon and rvain squalls
started. For 30 minutes there was no sight or
sound except the rush of water past the hull,
the bustle of gun crews reloading magazines,
and the disposal of empty cartridge cases. A




few moments after 2200 a flare suddenly
flamed in the sky about 15 miles off the port
how of the convoy. A second and then a
third followed at brief intervals. A new
enemy formation was searching for the ships
but scattered clouds effectively veiled them
from the eyes of the Jap pilots. There was
no more firing that night.

At 2320 the ship was secured from general
quarters after its 5-hour alert. The reliel was
apparent all over the ship. The night held
no more alarms and at 1000 the next day the
convoy anchored off Guadalcanal. The score
was at least four to nothing in favor of the
Yanks with plenty of runs for home and
several errors by the Nips.

b ¥



IF they had been visitors from Mars. men
of the 63rd NCB could scarcely have been
more out of their element than was the case

when they arrived on Guadalcanal in June
1943,

For underfoot, in the words of Osa Johnson,
was “a land of freaks,” inhabited by “rats
as big as cats, cockroaches a foot and a half
long, lizards as large as small crocodiles.
snakes that fly, toads that eat flesh, and fish
that climb trees.”




The rush for coconuts rivaled the interest
in attempts at conversation with the friendly
natives — when everyone was called “Joe.”

Not all men of the 63rd saw all the freaks
mentioned by Mrs. Johnson in her hook
“Bride in the Solomons,” because her impres-
sions of Guadalcanal were noted years hefore
war stripped the coastal area of much of its
wild life and natural beauty. But all of them
ohserved enough to know that they were in-
deed half a world away from Main Street.

Men interested enough to inquire learned
that they occupied one of the loneliest regions
in all the Pacific from the standpoint of pop-
ulation. They discovered that this island, 92
miles long by 33 miles wide, included vast
reaches of tangled, dark jungle, malarious
rivers and lagoons infested with erocodiles,
rugged 8000-foot mountains — all contrasting
strangely with a pleasant coastal plain
crowded with coconut plantations merging
with the sea at beaches rivaling those of
Hawaii in beauty. They found that Guadal-
canal is one of the southernmost large islands
in the sprawling Solomons which extend from
about 5 to 17 degrees south of the equator;
that the search of gold prompted exploration
by the Spaniard Alvara de Mandana, dis-
coverer of Guadalecanal in 1567; that the is-
land was named by a home-sick Spaniard for
his green-bowered home in old Castile: that
de Mendana’s explorations were sired hy a
legend that gold for King Scolomon’s temple
was mined in this island group — hence the
name.

It was not until 1930, however, that gold
was discovered in major deposits on Guadal-
canal. Because of the engineering problems
involved, mining was postponed until after
the war. The island, with others of the South-
ern Solomons (Malaita, Tulagi, Santa Isabella,
San Cristobal, etc.) had been governed under
a British Protectorate since late in the 19th
century. Australia received the northern is-
lands from Germany by League of Nations
Mandate after World War 1.

It was easy for Seabees to observe how the
war had altered the Solomons from relative
unimportance economically to an area of tre-
mendous value strategically. To replace ex-
ports of copra, ornamental shells, ivory nuts,
and sandalwood, war brought a vast train of
imports — troops, ordnance and all the gear
of battle.




After the first disillusionment — the shock
of finding the Melanesian (Black Islander)
natives of the Solomons many shades duskier
than their Hollywood-inspired visions of at-
tractive, honey-colored Polynesians, Seabees
discovered the natives were friendly, pleasant
folk with a trading instinet equal to that of the
fighting builders. Men of the 63rd rapidly ac-
quired enough of beche-de-mere or pidgin
English to permit mutual understanding and
hegan to enjoy their contacts with natives who
were assigned to them in malaria control.

It was hard to believe that these simple,
easy-going and smiling men were blood broth-
ers to savage headhunters and cannibals in-
habiting the mountain country on Malaita,
only 38 miles distant, or the piratical, shark-
worshipping men on tiny, voleanic Savo is-
land, in full view across Sealark Channel.
Generally, it has been found true that natives
living close to the sea are friendly fishermen,
content to live on the hounty of land and sea.
Only in the rugged mountain villages where
the natives have had less contact with white
traders and missionaries is the aboriginal ten-
dency still uppermost.

Native life is not so simple as might appear
at first glance. Many superstitions and taboos
still exist. Government, such as it is, is mainly
of the patriarchal system similar to that of the
ancient Israelites. The most powerful and in-
fluential native controls the clan or village.




Because his power enables him to make fur-
ther acquisitions, his sons tend to follow him

in control. Polygamy is practiced but in some

areas the high price of wives prevents it. Men

ricultural villages obtain as  many
“Marys" as possible, not so much for gratifica-
tion of personal vanity as for operation of the
garden and household. Polyandry, or taking
more than one hushand by a woman, is not
unknown in areas where the male population
overbalances the “fair”

Yams and taro roots are cultivated to aug-
ment the principal diet of coconuts, wild
honey, bananas, papayas, mangoes and other
fruit, Fish is a staple food item for coastal
natives and th - sional wild pig to
eat. The natives are adept at fire kindling by
friction. Betel nut is widely used, often mixed
with lime obtained by pulverizing elam shells,
and with betel-pepper leaves. The mixture has
an acrid, burning taste but gives a temporary
feeling of exhilaration. Addicts are marked by




blackened teeth and brilliant red lips. Lime
paste is also used to bleach and redden the
hair.

Culture is primitive. Many communities
have well-developed elubs for men from which
women are strictly excluded. Native homes,
cool and water repellant, are well and care-
fully made of palm thatch and matting, in the
fabrication of which the natives are very skill-
ful. Tools are crude. Their simple musical
instruments, used for accompaniment at festi-
val dances, consist of hand-beaten log drums,
conch shell horns, hamboo flutes, Pan-pipes,
and “jew’s harps” of split bamboo and string.

Life in the jungle, where injury and death
lurked on every side, strongly influenced the
aboriginal religion which centered in the en-
couragement of beneficient spirits and the ex-
orcisement of evil demons. “Devil-devil” men,
similar to the witch doctors of African tribes
and to the medicine men of North American
Indians, held posts of prominence in native
communities prior to the era of Christian mis-
sionary endeavors. Most Guadalcanal natives
have been Christianized because of their prox-
imity to the British Administrative Center at
Tulagi. What cannibalism may still exist on
Malaita and Bougainville is believed by an-
thropologists to stem from the superstition
that the virtues of the eaten enter the body
of the diner at banquets where “long pig” is
the piece de resistance.

Few of the Seabees who worked and lived
in the jungles of Guadalcanal will ever forget
the awful somberness and solitude of the
a solitude which yet was
crowded with small animals and insects in-

dense growth

tently busy with the work of devouring an-
other or endeavoring to keep from being de-
voured.

Who can forget the towering trees, the
umbrella of green shutting out the sun over-
head: the tangled, rotten mess of decaying
vegetation under foot; the dank, offensive and
overwhelming atmosphere where a breath of
fresh, pure air was like a gift from Heaven?

After a few of their mates had bheen pain-
fully poisoned by centipedes and scorpions,
men learned to contrel their impulses to sit
on logs, pick things from the ground, or even
touch vegetation more than was necessary.
The very air in the jungle secmed to conspire
with the hosts of stinging insects, almost im-
passable tangle of vines, and torrential rains
to exclude man from remaining therein. The
rains were a serious hindrance to work. At
Lunga Point, observations for 29 years re-
vealed an average rainfall of 74.9 inches.

The Japanese high command had nearly
realized its vision of the Solomons as a stra-
tegic 700-mile highway between their power-
ful bases in the Carolines and the once feeble
United Nations’ bastions to the south. They
lost the Solomons and eventually the war be-
cause they knew nothing of the “will to die”
of U. S. Marines, the determination of Navy
and Army commanders, or the skill and adapt-
ability of Seabees.

The Japs were shocked to discover their
highway being used in reverse as Marines and
Seabees hopped from island to island “up
the slot” — aimed at reconquest of the Philip-

pines, poised for penetration to the heart of
the Mikado’s empire.










GUADALCANAL
PROJECTS

BADGERED by a lack of sleep after a
hectie night of Japanese air attacks on their
convoy, the 63rd NCB disembarked at Tetere
Beach, Guadalcanal, on 11 June 1943. There
were mingled emotions. For some, the feel of
land under foot gave a sense of security. To
others, the sight of the tangled jungle brought
anxiety lest they be attacked by Jap ground
forces.

Equipment and gear were hastily disgorged
upon the beach for later sorting and classify-
ing. A pup-tent city was thrown up to house
the troops until a permanent camp could be
established. Soon the rated tinsmiths (cooks,
to you) had their makeshift galley in opera-
tion and sounded the call to “come and get
it or we’ll throw it away.”

The first meal, if you remember, was Vienna
sausage, tomato juice, canned corn, pineapple
and hardtack. The men lost no time in break-
ing out mess gear and falling to. Some of the
more adroit, however, wandered over to the
nearby camp of the 4th Marine Raiders where
they were made welcome and handsomely fed
by the fatalistic adolescents.

That night the air raid siren sounded in the
Raider camp with a terrifying screech. For the
second time in 24 hours men wished it were
possible to increase their life-insurance cover-
age. Alerts and bombing raids were frequent
— on nearly every moon-lit night Washing
Machine Charlie could he expected. In the
daytime work on completion of the first per-
manent camp, called Highleyman Grove, was
rushed.

Men learned to prepare proper foxholes
and it was well they did because on 16 June,
Jap airmen attacked in force. The afternoon




was hideous with the roar of planes, the ham-
mering of anti-aircraft batteries, the scre

of hombs and the whistling of shrapnel and
homb fragments. Opinions differ on the num-
her of Japanese planes in the air, the number
of enemy ships shot down and the extent of
the damage. The World Almanac, quoting
Washington data, reports that 94 Jap bombers
and escorting Zeros w destroyed in the 16
June raid. An American cargo vessel and one
landing craft were damaged.

ep interruptions caused by

red, reports that isolated Jap

around forces were prowling in the area
caused “trigger happy” sentries to start a
fusillade of fire at the slightest sound or
movement. They could scarcely be blamed for
their zealousness, however, as all friendly
troops were supposed to be secured to quarters

after Taps. ;

Tension gradually lessened. Jap air attacks
seemed aimed only at air fields and shipping.
No direct attacks had heen made on the camp
by Jap ground forces. Some men began to dis-
regard air alerts and stay in their sacks. It was
common to make light of danger which fell so
far from camp.

But there came a night! It was about 2130
when “Charlie” and his crew started layin’
‘em close — right in the newly-cleared Marine
camp mnear the 63rd. The wise guys were
caught with their pants down. The “crump”
of exploding bombs resounded through the
area, Concussion was terrific! Stout trees were
mowed down like twigs! The “sack duty” hoys
leaped from their bunks — those who weren’t
tossed out by concussion. They dove for their
foxholes, leaving skin on rocks and stumps
encountered en rvoute. Remember the guys
who arrived complete with mosquito netting
that took 15 minutes to untangle? Remember
the Company B “fatstuffi” whose improperly




engineered foxhole declined to permit all of
his anatomy to enter in a hurry? How the
moon did shine on that perfect target! No it
wasn’t a bald-headed man! The dispensary was
crowded next day for applications of antisep-
tics, linament and bandages to scratches,
bruises and bumps — the only ill affects of the
raid to 63rd men.

Any relaxation of precautions against Jap
soldiers in the neichborhood was likewise dis-
pelled in a manner which might have resulted
in tragedy. As it developed, however, tragedy
concerned only the Japs involved. It came
about when O. F. Maly and A. B. Banjai,
Company A men, were returning from swim-
ming in the river. Just at dusk they passed
two men armed with rifles. They spoke and
passed on. Suspicious when their greeting was
unacknowledged they both turned. Realizing
that the silent men were Japs, they rushed and
wrested their weapons from them. One Jap
was felled by a blow from his own rifle butt.
The other “took oft” with shots from the other
rifle providing incentive. Souvenirs: One
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badly battered son of Nippon, two rifles, one
axe. Perimeter guards were doubled!

By the time Highleyman Grove had bheen
transformed into a clean, comfortable camp,
it became known that the battalion’s first and
major project was to make that portion of
Guadalcanal safe enough from malaria to
permit the staging of assault troops for sub-
sequent action in the Northern Solomons.

The rainy season had increased the area of
swamps created by backwater from streams
clogged with fallen trees and debris. Lagoons
were prevented from discharging into the sea
by sand bars created by tidal action. The
ravages of war had left thousands of water-
filled craters, wheel ruts, ahandoned foxholes.

Any stagnant or sluggish water became the
home of anophelene mosquito larvae. The
task of 14 officers and 650 men of the 63rd for
the next six months was to be destruction of
these breeding places by swamp and lagoon
draining, stream clearance and depression fill-
ing. In that period the project covered 80
square miles. More than 20 miles of roads
were huilt to enable crews to reach their work.
More than 100 miles of streams were cleared
and made to run freely; more than 50 miles of
ditching was accomplished by machine and
dynamiting — 16.5 miles, as a last resort, hy
hand labor. More than 40,000 cubic yards of
earth were moved to level and fill water-hold-
ing depressions over an area of more than 2000
acres, Other crews sprayed oil on all stagnant
water to control malaria until permanent pre-
ventive measures could be completed.

Work started on 24 June. From the first,
men were hampered by a lack of tools. Bull-
dozers which could have cleared underbrush
from stream and lagoon margins were needed
for projects with higher priorities. Only a few
tractors suitable for heavy hauling were avail-




able and they were crippled because of a
scareity of cable heavy enough to withstand
the strain of removing watter-logged trees and
other debris from streams, Part of the solu-
tion can be creditied to energetic Seabees who
swarmed over beached and burned Jap vessels
to secure cable sufficient for their require-
ments.

Let’s observe other examples of Seabee in-
genuity. Boarding a truck, we proceed north-
ward off the Tetere-Lunga Road on a winding
trail through head-tall grass of a jungle glade,
We ford a narrow stream. The trail leads into
a canyon walled with giant trees chinked
solid with masses of tangled vines, Ahead we
hear the staceato bark of a Diesel engine tak-
ing the throttle.

We near the stream again and find the work-
ing party dwarfed by towering trees, insignifi-
cant against a backdrop of underbrush.
Twenty men are clearing the banks about 20
feet hack from the water. Some are cutting
small trees with saws and axes. Others are
hacking out the vines, bamboo and under-
crowth with machetes. Most of them wear
canvas-topped jungle hoots, shorts made of
cut-off dungarees, and sun helmets. Several
are smeared with a white substance to soothe
the burning rash induced by poisonous vines.
Others are daubed blue about the face and
limbs to relieve a variety of bacterial skin in-
fections lumped under the term “dermititis.”
Many wear bandages over infected scratches
and cuts from thorned vines and fronds,

Two men are in the muddy, stinking water
to their waists. They are fastening a cable
about a huge fallen tree blocking the stream.
The tractor on the other end of the line tries
the load — it’s a big log and deeply imbedded.
The engine snorts and threatens to stall. No,
it won't take it! A conference is on the point
of deciding that the log will have to he cut
and blasted. No, the operator tries going ahead
again. The tracks slip a bit as the engine
thunders; the ground shakes. The load shud-
ders a little, shifts, and moves. The tractor
snakes the slimy load to the edge of the clear-
ing. The operator raises clasped hands ahove
his head in exultation, like a winning prize
fighter. He has several sores on his back —
from a mixture of grease and sweat aggravated
by the rubbing of the seat cushion.

The cable men hook the line to logs,
branches and trash that the erew has cut. This
i# a job for a bulldozer but the tractor has
none. A "dozer would save much of the cutting
the crew is doing but there are more jobs than
machines and the ’'dozers are needed else-
where.

Farther along, the stream bed is clogged
with earth. A truck i= hitched by a length of
cable to a “slip” or “slusher”™ — a bucket-like
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scraper designed by one of the
chiefs and formed by our black-
smiths and welders. Two men in
mud to their hips hold the handles:
the truck moves forward: the slip
scoops up perhaps an eight of a
vard of muck: then men hear down
on the handles: the evil-smelling
load slithers up the bank, is
dumped.

The truck backs down and re-
peats the process. Crude, perhaps,
for the job calls for a crane or drag-
line. But the cranes are needed else-
where. One of the men on the
handles is an excellent crane opera-
tor. The two men, with the truck
and driver, are doing the work of
a dozen men with shovels. The
truck is one which transported the
crew to the job. It doubles as a
Llraclor.

An officer comes over from an-
other job. There they are running
a short canal to drain a swamp into
the stream, using‘ a tractor and
carryall to scoop out the ditch.
That should also bhe a job for a
dragline but they are using what
is available. Sometimes the tractor
becomes mired in the diteh, That
has happened now! Will the tractor
on this project go over and pull
that one out? It will!

The machete gang has gathered
about some object on the ground.
We go to see a scattering of human
bones. Japs. they say. We wonder!
The slusher crew has draged from
the ooze a long-harrelled Jap
sniper’s rifle and a Reising sul)-
machine gun — momentos of some
brief and bloody encounter, prob-
ably unrecorded, certainly unsung.

Starting back for camp we see a
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crew of native men in the jungle clearing. They ave using their
machetes deftly under the direction of a 63rd chiel who passes
his instructions to an English-speaking “sergeant.” They work
well, clearing a now-dry waterway of grass and other growth so
the land will drain in the rainy season.

The natives are excitedly jabbering to one another as they
carry on with swinging strokes. They seem happy about some-
thing. Chief Holbrook tells us that a bunch of his *Jaes™ have
just speared a wild pig in the jungle. We see it trussed up with
vines between two posts. They are gleeful in anticipation of the
feast. Later we heard they killed the pig and removed the hair
by passing the carcass through the flame. After dressing and re-
moving all bones, the native cooks place part of the meat on
hot rocks to broil. The remainder they wrap in large green
leaves to hake near the fire. The natives love pork, we are told,
the fatter and greasier the better.

Farther along the road back to camp we observe road patrols
and shovel crews busy filling in watery foxholes, craters and
ruts left by combat vehicles. Machinery can work only in acces-
sible places: the balance of the filling must he done by strong
Seabees wielding shovels. We see another crew culverting a
road that had been hastily thrown across a ditch filled with
stagnant water. Welders have made culvert tubing by welding
empty oil drums together. Then, after a little shovel work in the
ditch, water is made to flow freely toward the river, eliminating
another egg-hatching hideout for Mrs. Anopheles.

This was the essence of malaria control as practiced by the
63rd NCB. Creeks and rivers were cleared of dehris and allowed
to run freely toward the sea. Swamps and bogs were drained
back into the waterways. Lagoons, land-locked hy sand-hars,
were fitted with oil-drum culverts to permit excess water to
escape to the ocean in the rainy season and to allow tidal
fluctuations to vary the lagoen level. The inflow of salt water
at high tide rendered lagoon water sufficiently alkaline to inhibit
mosquito breeding.

The next day we watched a crew install a flume through a
sandbar choking a large lagoon. Piling had been placed in
parallel rows to hold the oil-drum flume secure against wave
action. The piles had been jetted into the sand by the force of
water sent surging through a nozzle by a portable gasoline fire
pump. The nozzle-jet method could also be used to force a hed
for the flume through the sandbar. Men were working in bathing
trunks to anchor the seaward end of the flume in place. Strong
waves broke over them but they seemed to enjoy their huffeting
by the salt water. Anyway, they knew they were making Guadal-
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canal safer for their brothers in service.

There was little fun on these jobs but there
were some thrills, Will Hubert Shelton, Elmer
Beard, W, E. Burdick, M. A. Sullivan and W.
F. Miller ever forget the day the crocodile
chased them out of the Tenaru river? It’s no
fish story! Chiefs Voshurg and Duplechan
went gunning for the “eritter.,” shot it and
measured it. Ten feet!!

Meanwhile, the battalion was busy with
other projects. A dock was built at Tetere
Beach from piling, stringers and decking cut
from the jungle while Chief “Dodo™ Cates
stood guard with his carbine. “Just in case,”
he said. The dock consisted of a 40-foot square
stage with a 12-foot driveway extending 60
feet to shore. A ramp on the seaward side for
bulldozers, tanks and other heavy equipment
completed the installation.

Heavy equipment and operators were sent
to Koli Field to help other units complete the
strip and facilities for heavy bombers. Time
was called, temporarily, in August, while the
battalion assembled its gear to move 10 miles
down the shore to Red Beach, at the tip of
historic Henderson Field. Fresh from their
Tetere sucecesses, malaria control erews set to
work making their new neighborhood safe
from mosquitoes.

In July crews had been detached for con-
struction work at Mobile Hospital 8, the 20th
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Station Hospital and the 52nd Field Hospital.
In each case they found confusion. Housing
was painfully inadequate for the ill and
wounded already on the scene. There was a
constant influx of new casualties to add com-
plications.

At the 20th Station Hospital, Chief Brevick’s
crew found just enough lumber to build one
new ward. What facilities there were had heen
hastily erected under pressure. Only one of
the tent wards had a concrete floor. The rest
were earthen with sandbags used as stepping
stones through puddles.

When word came that 400 patients were
expected the next day, the 63rd crew went
feverishly to work cutting poles from the
Jungle that would be suitable for tent frames.
Well hefore nightfall the next day sufficient
framing and canvas had been erected to house
every one of the new patients. Refinements
came later but by the end of August, 33 wards
had been constructed, each measuring 18 by
48 feet. There were a covered theater and six
office and clinical buildings. When the crew
was increased in November, Quonset wards
were erected on conerete decks.

Starting from scratch at MOB 8, 63rd men
watched their small start grow into a fine.
modern hospital with hutment wards, efficient
operating rooms, and such conveniences as
an elaborate water supply and sewerage svs-
tem, sanitary showers, heads and a theat e,




The early days were hectic,
too, for men assigned to aid com-
pletion of the 52nd Field Hos-
pital. The facility was over-
crowded with patients, many of
them wounded. I1l and wounded
Japanese prisoners also had to
he provided for. Overtime work
and extra effort were expended
by the Seabees to meet the emer-
gency. On completion of their
major projects, however, the
men enjoyed a field day design-
ing and making equipment for
doctors and the hospital staff.
They were within easy reach of
lwo salvage dumps and took ad-
vantage of all their opportuni-
ties, The one which won most
praise from surgeons was the
operating room sink made from
the pan of a Jap truck, It was
equipped with a foot-operated
faucet.

Perhaps the most precise and
exacling assignment given the
63rd on Guadalcanal was con-
struction of the sonic ray an-
tennae and radio operations
building mnear Carney Field.
Lieut. Schurrer was in charge
of construction with the aid of
engineers from the Army Signal
Corps and the Federal Com-
munications Commission. Sur-
veying started 10 July and the
plant was in operation hy the 1
September  deadline  despite
nearly every possible obstacle.

Vigiting the job on 31 July we
found a scene resembling a
beaver colony at work. Concrete
mixers were rattling continu-
ously, as Seabees working in
pairs, pulled and pushed con-
crete-laden wheelbarrows up a
5-to-1 ramp to pour their loads
into forms. Chief Don Petty told
us that all steel reinforcement
was salvaged — steel rods labori-
ously removed from rolls of steel
mesh.

Pointing to the concrete piers
of the five antenna masts, each
of which was destined to reach
up 135 feet when more structural
steel arrived, the Chief told how
shovel erews struck water virtu-
ally at the grass roots when they
started excavating for tower
foundations. He deseribed how
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pumps were used to keep the
water level low enough in each
hole to permit the men to work:
how sheet piling in a coffer-dam
arrangement was forced into
each excavation as work pro-
gressed to prevent men being
buried by cave-ins; how lack of
form lumber delayed concrete
pouring for several anxious days,
Finally, he explained how a can-
vas tremie tube was utilized to
keep the concrete from disinte-
grating as it shot beneath the
waler,

Forms were removed from the
operations  building the first
week in August. The building
was found to be first rate des-
pite the poor quality unwashed
aggregate the men were forced
to use for concrete. A coat of
stucco was spread over the con-
crete. The heavy transmitters,
motor generators and receivers
were installed and connected.
Ground wires still had to be
buried in intricate and precise
patterns beneath each tower,

We watched this process with
interest hecause, with the dead-
line at hand, it was necessary to




save the man-hours which would have been
involved in burying the ground leads by hand,
Each tower must have a heavy copper wire
encircling it on a 15-foot radius. From this
ring, eight equally-spaced wires were to run
out radically for 100 feet. Instead of ditching
each line by hand, an extension was welded
to the central scarifier tooth of a road patrol.
The free end of a reel of wire placed at the
terminus of a radial line was attached to the
improvised plow. At a signal, the machine
drove straight for the tower, laying and bury-
ing the wire a foot deep at the rate of 15
minutes for ecach line.

The payoff came on 31 August when the
station was hooked in with the Carney Field
control tower and found to be functioning
perfectly as a landing beam for homing pilots.
On 2 September, Comdr. Highleyman, Lieut.
Schurrer, Chiefs Petty, Roberts and Brewer
were taken aloft in a PBY and given an op-
portunity to hear the “dit-dot-dit™ of the beam
signal guiding the plane to the center of the
runway for a perfect landing.

Assignment of a detail to build and outfit
Air Corps Supply facilities, early in August,
was another Guadalecanal project. Under the
direction of Chief Henry, the men built a
paint shop. loading dock, storage huildings
and tool cribs. Several thousand storage hins
were installed in already-constructed ware-
houses.
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During all this time, men were subject to
the ravages of malaria and the troublesome
infections and sores resulting from their work
in mud, water and stifling jungle. Air alerts,
sometimes several in one night, with the usual
quota of nuisance bombings, did nothing to
relieve the tension. There was execitement and
a growing feeling of exhilaration, however,
in watching Jap air power dwindle beneath
the spouting guns of Yank night fighters and
the capture of their Central Solomons airfields
and troop bastions by our assault troops.

The night of 21 September was one to re-
member! There were two conditions red. The
first came at 0015 and lasted until 0230. No
raiders came. At 0355 the sirens screamed
again. Some poked their heads from foxholes
in time to see three searchlight beams center
on a plane almost directly overhead. They
could tell from the unsynchronized whine of
its engines that it was a Jap twin-engined
homber.

Smack in the center of the beams he was
when they saw fiery tracers stream into him
from above and to the rear. As the Yank pilot
poured hot steel into the enemy, the Jap
plane lighted up like a rocket. Stricken, it
lurched, winged over and started a deafening
dive toward the earth with throttles wide
open. There was a roar and a spurt of livid
lame as it exploded in mid-dive, disintegrat-
ing before their eyes.




A second Jap plane started a game of hide
and seek with the searchlights. The excitement
rivaled that of a college foothall game as men
poured cheering from their foxholes to watch
the chase. Caught again, this plane reeled and
slid into a slow glide as the alert Yank again
turned on the heat. Tracers sliced through
its fuselage and a red glow appeared, Flames
increased their intensity as the doomed ship
shot out of control and plummeted earthward
like a blazing meteor, Exploding bombs added
to the din of the erash, very near the 63rd
camp.

Early next day Seabees swarmed to the
scene, saw one of the dead airmen and
stripped souvenir material from the tangled-
heat-warped wreckage. It was learned later
that Admiral Halsey witnessed the fight and
awarded the Navy Silver Star to Lt. Henry
Meigs, 22-year-old New Yorker, for his feat
in shooting two Jap bombers out of the air in
59 seconds.

Hell’s Point Ammunition Dump proved it
was aptly named, when, on 26 Novembher, the
lunchtime lull in 63rd-land was shattered by
heavy detonations which increased in tempo
by the minute. Shell fragménts and shrapnel
bhegan to whistle as men took to their foxholes
with mingled feelings., By 1330 it was known
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that the ammo dump was in flames and that
all enlisted personnel were to be evacuated to
places of safety. Many officers remained in
camp, however, and spent 13 quaking hours in
their foxholes listening to tremendous explo-
sions which sent showers of earth on them as
sandbags over their heads split from concus-
sion and vibration.

The terrific cacophony continued until after
midnight. About 0130 a slackening was noted
and by morning the only danger lay in unex-
ploded ammunition and debris scattered
throughout the tattered tents and mutilated
trees of the camp. Chiefs Seever and Flach
directed crews which picked up more than
two tons of ammunition and fragments —
enough to have hrought horrible casualties if
men had not heen evacuated. Many a cozy
Seabee “home” looked as though a combined
forest fire and typhoon had come to visit.

By the time malaria control had been well
established and Army crews trained by 63rd
personnel to maintain the projects, the men
were in a receptive state for Comdr. Highley-
man’s announcement on Christmas that the
battalion was slated, soon, for a recreational
leave. It came in January when weary men
shipped for a refreshing interlude in New
Zealand.




NEW ZEALAND

HA RD-BITTEN by months of work in the
dirt and ditches of Guadalcanal, men of the
63rd Seabees were inclined to regard their
opportunity for a rehabilitation leave in New
Zealand as “just another trip to one of them
damn South Pacific Islands.” Tt was to be
their pleasure to discover, however, that the
slogan “New Zealand Has Everything,” con-
tains considerable basis in fact.

Even what few of the men knew from ad-
vance reading that New Zealand has been
called “lotus-land” were prepared to be dis-
illusioned after their experiences at other
“island paradises.” But they, along with the
rest, were nearly overwhelmed by what they
saw as their ship steamed through Hauraki
Gulf and into Waitemata Harbor where
Auckland, a gem of beauty, was presented to
them in a soft, blue setting of sea and hills
as lovely as Naples or Rio.

While they were being established in a
comfortable camp and stuffing themselves
with an abundance of milk, eggs, ice eream,
fresh fruits, meats and vegetables, they had
time to learn that there are no big cities in
New Zealand, The largest, 220,000, is Auck-
land. their host city, and the only others of

size importance are Wellington, seat of the
covernment, Christchurch and Dunedin.

When leaves started there was so much to
see, so much to do, so much mud, hload,
sweat and corruption to forget, thal men of
the 63rd absorbed the charm of New Zealand
as thirsty men grasp for water — as men re-
leased from the rigors and confining elements
of military life have always done. They soon
learned to enjoy warm New Zealand heer and
how to stock up to prevent going dry under
a wartime regulation on late business hours
for purveyors of beverages. They found New
Zealand cities sobered by war but eager to
extend every possible courtesy and to relax
every possible ecivilian restriction for the
henefit of service men.

Seabees found New Zealanders to be extra-
ordinary folk with an open-handed hospital-
ity similar to that of our West in frontier
days. They were anxious to be of service — to
comfort the forlorn or homesick. Not all of
the “Sheilas” carried, as one did, that idea to
the extreme of singing “Marching Through
Georgia” to an Atlanta boy, but their at-
tempts were heartwarming. To his everlasting
credit be it said that the boy from Atlanta




didn’t start the Civil War all over again in
New Zealand.

Basking in such hospitality and with the
hollows in their faces and frames somewhat
filled by good New Zealand cooking, exhil-
arating air and the sights and sounds of men,
women and children of their own kind. the
men literally swarmed to all parts of the
Dominion by rail, bus, bicycle, jeep and hoat.
They enjoyed the trains especially — govern-
ment owned “toy” trains on narrow-gauge
tracks — because they stopped every 50 miles
or o for tea and sandwiches sold from track-
side depots also operated by the government.
Again to their credit, be it said that very few
Seabees left the country with the NZR cups
and saucers as souvenirs. Liquor was tech-
nically forbidden on trains but the govern-
ment diplomatically sidestepped the issue by
requesting passengers to refrain from throw-
ing bottles from train windows to prevent
injury to track workers.

The Yank travelers became adventurers —
exploring natural wonders which heretofore
existed only in their imaginations. Each day
they stumbled upon something new and allur-
ing, for into the relatively small New Zealand
territory is packed a little of nearly every
country in the world. In the north are foliage
and white. sunny beaches like those of
Hawaii; there are sub-tropical jungles, snow-
capped mountains, geysers as spectacular as
those of Yellowstone: there are lakes and fish-
ing streams rivaling those of Maine and

On South Island the tourist can

Canada.
enjoy mountaineering and skiing; in Central
Otago is a region which rivals the deserts of
Arizona or Libya: far to the South, fjords are
found almost as spectacular as those of Nor-
way.

Many 63rd men visited that natural won-
derland, Rotorua, where guides introduced
them to geysers of sparkling water, colorful
steaming hot springs, boiling mud, lakes with
currents of very hot and extremely cold water
— hot enough on one side to scald the hand,
and cold enough on the other side to be the
habitat of large game fish.

Here, also, Seabees saw Maori village life
in all its engaging simplicity and charm, in
the fantastic natural wonderland which by
treaty is forever the domain of the first set-
tlers of New Zealand. The Maoris enjoy en-
tertaining their visitors, and exhibit their love
of dancing and singing by frequent concerts
and dances in which men, women and chil-
dren all take part. Their graciousness ex-
tended so far as to include a concert staged
within the 63rd camp in Auckland.

While at Rotorua, the men could see the
havoc wrought by natural forces running
amuck. They walked across a two-mile-wide
valley which had sunk 30 feet in the violent
eruption of Mt. Tarawera in 1886. In other
places could be seen fissures 40 feet wide and
about as deep, rent in the rock by the vol-
aanic outhburst. They descended, also, into a




village buried beneath tons of volcanic debris
which had been partially excavated.

There are snowfields and glaciers on both
North and South Islands but the men found
the most spectacular mountains in the South-
ern Alps where Mt. Cook rvises proudly to
12.349 feet. In the vicinity are 29 glaciers
where snow and ice brought nostalgic mem-
ories of White Christmasses in the U.S.A,

Some Seabees penetrated the farming
regions where they learned from the “cockies”
(farmers) that while New Zealand has no
predatory animals to menace flocks and herds,
nature still has its threats in the form of
dense, constantly-encroaching forests with
ferns poisonous to grazing stock, blackberry
vines which over-run and choke pasture land.
and a superabundance of tree-girdling rahbits
and deer. Consequently, forest fires are en-
couraged and fought only when they en-
danger human life and property.




To the visitor, however, New Zealand is
nothing but charming. It is hard for him to
believe that the forests, called “the bush™ by
islanders. are a constant threat to the agri-
cultural economy of the nation. The visitor
comes to love the lyrical names bestowed hy
the Maori on every living thing, every moun-
tain, stream and plant — names which blend
perfectly with the beauties they deseribe and
which have been retained by the white in-
habitants,

New Zealand’s cities were equally as popu-
lar with Seabees eager to see as much of this
new land as possible. It was difficult for them
to realize in Napier, however, that in 1931
the Napier-Hastings area was leveled by a
tremendous earthquake which took 255 lives
and that this beautiful city with broad streets,
heautiful buildings, attractive homes and eye-
filling parks, has been virtually rebuilt from
rubble.

Wellington., with its imposing Parliament
buildings and residence of the Governor-Gen-
eral, representing the British King, was an-
other point of interest but its lower Summer
temperature kept Seabees hopping to keep
warm after their sojourn in blood-thinning
Guadaleanal heat. Despite the threat of in-
creasing cold as they went farther south. some
men crossed historic Cook Strait to South
Island to see the beautiful cities of Christ-
church and Dunedin, places which in some
ways have retained more of the British tradi-
tion than North Island population centers.

Others were atitracted to the west coast
communities where world-ranging American
whaling and sealing vessels made their head-
quarters long before there was any semblance
of European civilization on the islands. Those
who spent all or any portion of their free
time in the smaller communities of New
Plvmouth, Hamilton, Hastings and others,




were pleased with the home-like atmosphere
and cordiality of their hosts.

Who could blame Seabees for reveling in
the freedom, hospitality and attractions of
such a country; for postponing research into
the beneath-the-surface New Zealand until
quieter hours after their return to lonely
tropical outposts? Their knowledge of the
geography, climate. economy and govern-
ment of New Zealand was thus acquired from
the guidebooks purchased on their travels
and studied diligently in leisure hours on
Guadaleanal and Emirau.

They found that New Zealand is virtually
an empire in itself, a Dominion within the
British Commonwealth of Nations, having
control of territory ranging from a portion
of tropical Samoa to the Antarctic Ross Sea.
New Zealand proper, the three islands called
North, South, and Stewart, include an area
roughly the size of Colorado. The total Maori
and white population is 1.641.000 — about
the size of Detroit.

Ranging from 34 to 48 degrees south lati-
tude, the main islands resemble a ridge in
the sea — a voleanic mass covered with fertile
soil, primeval forests and lush vegetation,
lofty, snow-capped mountains and an active
voleano, hot springs and geyser hasins — all
to be enjoyed without the inhibitions arising
from pestilent insects, carnivorous animals or
poisonous reptiles.

New Zealand’s climate closely resembles
that of Great Britain, remembering, of course,
the antipodean reversal of seasons which
brings a mid-summer Christmas, Easter in
the Fall and Thanksgiving in the Spring.
There is one exception, however. The north-
erly portion of North Island, including Auck-
land. is near enough to the torrid zone to be
classed as sub-tropical. This region is a winter
playground for New Zealanders, similar to

Florida and Southern California. Still, with
the mid-summer Auckland temperature sel-
dom as low as 60 degrees, 63rd men found it
comfortable to sleep in their clothing under
two blankets.

So far as can be determined, New Zealand
was first peopled by Maori tribes emigrating
from Polynesian Islands as far removed as
Tahiti, making tremendously long voyages
by war canoe 150 years before Columbus dis-
covered America. Abel Tasman, a Dutch ex-
plover, was the first white man to visit the
group and named it New Zealand alter a
province in his homeland. Holland took no
advantage of the discovery, however, and the
territory was claimed for Britain in 1769 by
Captain James Cook.

The Napoleonic Wars and difficulties with
American colonists had so deflated Britain’s
traditional colonial poliey that her new ac-
quisition was ignored for many years. This
did not prevent whaling and sealing captains
from making their headquarters along the
west coast for easy excursions into nearby
waters abounding with marine wealth. Sev-
eral lawless settlements were established and
early relations with the Maoris were marred
by mutual treachery and hloodshed.

Missionaries arrived in 1814 and aided
somewhat in restoration of order but it was
not until 1840 that British sovereignty was
established and a formal attempt at coloniza-
tion made at Wellington. From the first,
Britain dealt with the Maoris as a sovereign
nation aiming at acquisition of farm lands
by purchase through terms of the Treaty of
Waitangi.

Colonists were of a high type. generally.
They respected the customs, loyalties and
courage of their aboriginal predecessors hut
strife was inevitable in colonization of a ter-
ritory so far removed from the seat of gov-




ernment in London. It took the fastest sailing
vessels several months to make a one-way trip
between London and Wellington. The Maori
Wars were bloody, similar to the Indian Wars
of the U. S. Once a settlement was reached,
however, the issue was forgotten and the
finest of relationships hetween whites and
Maoris has existed to the present.

The Maori of colonial days was a splendid
physical specimen, an excellent hoatman and
navigator and capable of unbelievable feats
of endurance. Until the introduction of metals
and gunpowder by the whaling crews, he
lived a Stone Age existence in small tribes or
communities governed by chiefs and priests.
Military virtues were paramount and constant
inter-tribal warfare was the principal pastime.
Slain warriors provided food for the con-
querors.

The natives were eager to learn the white
man’s methods. Under the guidance of mis-
sionaries and a co-operative governmental
policy, they began to more rapidly recom-

mend themselves to their British neighbors
hecause of their natural sense of humor,
innate friendliness, dignity and aristocratic
manners. Present British-Maori relationships,
where the natives arve accepted as equals in
every way, are based on mutual admiration
and respect.

Except for a rich but rapidly depleted gold
strike in 1861, New Zealand’s world-famous
fertility has been its major resource. Pasture
land which needs re-seeding only every
dozen years or so maintained huge flocks of
sheep in early days. Later, however, dairying
became by far the most important industry
and is today New Zealand’s chief contribu-
tion to the world. The nation has developed
an almost complete agricultural economy,
sending the products of its grazing lands to
the mother country in return for manufac-
tured articles. The Dominion’s per capita
trade value is the greatest in the world.

The New Zealand government, established
as a Dominion in 1907, has been called one




of the most enlightened and progressive in
the history of mankind. The Maori is repre-
sented in Parliament and has the privilege
of voting. Woman suffrage has been per-
mitted by statute since 1893, Free, compulsory
and secular education has heen the rule since
1877.

The government has been labeled “social-
ism without the doctrines,” illustrated by the
practice of levying taxes so high as to literally
force private wealth out of existence. There
are no very rich people and no very poor
people. The old-age pension system is the
most liberal in the world. Medical treatment,
medicines, and hospital service are free. The
government owns 90 per cent of all hospitals
but if a patient prefers a private institution,
£2 is provided per week for his care.

In these ways has New Zealand anticipated
and surpassed the New Deal policies of the
United States. In addition, the government
controls railroads, natural resources, and has
virtual control of banking and insurance. It

g

; o

of 3
o '7;#" .

is a labor government and union membership
is compulsory,

Prices are fixed by the government. For
example, farmers know in advance what their
incomes will be because they are assured of
uniform prices for their produce. The State
has built more than 10,000 modern homes
that range in price from $6000 to $8500 in
cost. These may be rented for amounts from
$3.25 to $5.70 per week. To those who wish
to build their own homes, the government
will loan up to 90 per cent of the cost of land
and huilding, extending the repayment for
as long as 36 years. The interest rate is about
4 per cent,

Because of its salubrious climate, enlight-
ened medical measures and governmental as-
sistance, New Zealand has the lowest infant
mortality and the highest life-expectancy
rates in the world. Considerable pre-war
sentiment against immigration took expres-
sion in the slogan “New Zealand for New
Zealanders,” but a different viewpoint may
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be affected by war ecasualties and an ex-
tremely low birth rate which, bhefore the
war, had slumped to an annual figure of 17
births per thousand population.

Despite its independence and love of pro-
gressive experiments in government, New
Zealand’s deep-seated love for the mother
country is exemplified in her support of the
last two years. The Dominion rallied in every
way to the defense of Britain in World War
I. It financed the battle cruiser New Zealand,
besides its wusual annual contribution of
£20,000 for the British Navy and support of
its own fleet. The nation also placed 100,000
men in the field as the New Zealand Expedi-
tionary Force which performed in exemplary
fashion at Gallipoli and in many other
theaters of war. This force represented 10
per cent of the total population and nearly
40 per cent of the male population hetween
the ages of 20 and 45.

In World War II, 25 per cent of the male
population was in uniform. More than 100,000

served overseas. In order to match New Zea-
land’s mobilization on a per capita basis, the
United States would have had an Army and
Navy of 13,000.000 men and a Home Defense
Reserve of 8.000,000.

In its youth and progressiveness New Zea-
land has already given the world much food
for thought in the field of government. Un-
doubtedly her participation in the most re-
cent war has helped her to hecome more
aware of herself as a nation. Her land and
people, both white and Maori, can render
tremendous service to international society,
not alone in the realms of human relation-
ships, racial tolerance and government, but
also in the circles of art, literature and music.
Like the soil, these refinements await only
further cultivation to make them outstanding.

The 63rd Seabees, tremendously grateful
for their pleasant interlude in New Zealand,
extend to the government and people of
“God’s other country” their hest wishes for
unlimited national health, wealth and peace
for all the future days,




FIRST REPLACEMENTS

CASUAL Draft 2234, later known to men
of the original 63rd NCB as “Lend-Lease
Boots,” was born at Camp Peary exactly a
year after arrival of 63rd veterans at that
quivering quagmire. An account of their ex-
periences before joining the battalion on
Guadalcanal is here interposed.

Made up about equally of seamen and fire-
men newly ripped from the loving arms of
boot camp chiefs, and of assorted rated men
who had been languishing in replacement
“holes,” the group of about 900 was assembled
in B-6 drill hall on 8 December 1943. With no
ceremony they were told they were to be
granted 10-day leaves and urged to avail them-
selves of the privilege “because it’'ll be yom
last chanee for a long, long time.”

From then until its arrival at Guadaleanal
CD 2234 might have heen more accurately
classified as “Orphan Draft 000" hecause in
all that time it was a chip without a rudde
— no permanent officers and only a sketchy
organization with first-class men acting as
chiefs.

The draft idled in B-6 area for three weeks
awaiting return of leave stragglers. Two off-
shoots were detached, one going to the Wesi
Coast and the other to Camp Endicott. The
halance, by far the largest share, entrained 8
January for an undisclosed destination which
proved, three days later, to be Gulfport, Miss,

Training at Gulfport was intensive, confined
exclusively to military taclics, numerous con-
ditioning hikes of infamous memory and a
tussle with carbines at the ABD rifle range
where intense cold chalked up several “cat
fever” casualties.

[t secemed impossible that the Lend-Leasers
could he on their way “over there”™ on 7 Feb-
ruary when they shouldered mountainous
packs of foul weather and other tropic gear,
glung carbines and set off on a three mile
stroll to West Pier. It was unknown at the
time, hut the pretty Southern girls who lined
the voute to wave farewell were the last white
women to he seen for a long time. When the
8.8, Jean LaFitte was hoarded and bunks as-
sianed thalt evening, the consensus was that
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Port Hueneme was the ship’s destination, via

the Panama Canal.

The big C-3 Merchant Marine cargo trans-
port, brand new, eased from her herth at 0900
the next day. She headed far out into the
Gulf of Mexico hut gradually swung west
until the Mississippi delta lowland was in
sight. The LaFitte took on a pilot and negoti-
ated the largest arm of the delta to New
Orleans where she lay for two nights and a
day being degaussed, fueled and supplied.
There were more than 1500 troeps aboard in-
cluding three CBMU’s and 200 casual officers.
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TRIP TO EMIRAU
D-I).f\\' for the seizure and

occupation of Emirau Island in
the St. Matthias Group was 20
March 1944, one month after
the occupation of Green lsland
and immediately following a
1000-ton naval bombardment of
Kavieng, New Ireland, 84 miles
south of Emirau. Two battalions
of the 4th Marines secured the
island without opposition. Main
contingents of the 18th Naval
Construction Regiment and four
Construction Battalions arrived




with the second and third
echelons on 25 and 30 March.

The interim between the re-
turn from New Zealand and the
date of departure of the 63rd’s
first echelon was crowded with
preparations  for the move.
Shifts worked around the clock.
rain or shine. building pontoon
strings which were then floated
into the well deck of a Landing
Ship, Dock. Two officers and 60
men went aboard and sailed
with the LSD on 21 March.

Subsequent echelons of 63rd
men  were dispatched  from
Guadalcanal to reach Emirau at
5-day intervals from 25 March
to 4 April. Some traveled in
LCT’s, subsisting on K-rations.
Other more fortunate Seabees
made the trip in LST’s, eating
their chow on deck after pass-
ing through the troop galley aft.

The 8-day voyage made by
the fourth echelon, while typi-
cal, was spiced by several better-
than-ordinary variations. Here
are some ]'[‘l"(\lll'!'[i(‘)"ﬁ:

We embarked at Kukum on
28 March and proceeded direet-
Iy to the Russell Islands. Soon
after our arrival “doggies™ from
several outfits came ahoard and
took over the deck and some
portside lroop compartments.
That night, when our deck
argo appeared on the wharf,
the stevedore crew seemed un-
able to handle the loading to
the satisfaction of our Coast
Guard crew so the 63rd was
asked to take over. In short
order all gear was topside,




dogeed down and secure. A day
of waiting for more cargo
hrought no results. Our skipper
took matters into his own hands
and gave ovders to sail at day-
hreak.,

Officers and crew gave us the
run of the ship. Abandon ship
and fire drills were infrequent
and duty assignments were cut
to a minimum. During the morn-
ing we picked up the balance
of our convoy which consisted
of Liberty Ships, LST’s, des-
troyers, destroyver escorts and
one tug,

The halance of the trip was
not devoid of thrills even though
the convoy was never in danger
of attack. Personnel who re-
mained topside at night were
treated to the sight of tracers
shooting skyward as we passed
Empress Augusta Bay on Bou-
wanville and the glow in the sky
which we hoped was the result
of bombings at Buka. Our course
led past Green lsland and near
Jap hases on New Ireland and
on past the island chain in that
area.

Palm Sunday was calm and
ieautiful. The day ended in a
manner satisfactory to all hands,
About 20 minutes before time to
darken ship a large airplane
appeared rather high on the
starhoard quarter. Concern over
the identity of the ship was evi-
dent and crews stood by their
suns, It was noted by this time
that the plane was a four-en-
gined bomber but definite iden-
tification had not been made.




As the huge plane crossed the
convoy’s path. 10 parachutes
blossomed in the sky at intervals
as the erew “hit the silk™ with
an extra parachute for a rubber
raft. All power boats were
speedily manned and began

-crossing the area to pick
up the erew as the convoy came

to a complete halt. The plane
flew a few miles to port, gradu-
ally gliding toward the water,

- along the

finally skip-hoppi
waves to her end.

the
rescue

Racing against darkness
boats accomplished the

of every airman just as the com-
mand came to darken and
ure ship for the night,

On Monday night. 3 April,
orders were passed for troops to
eat their chow at 0330 to pre-
pare for disembarkation at
about 0800. Mussau and Emirau
were sighted at dawn. Shortly
thereafter we ground to a stop
at the Black Beach LST landing.
Going ashore in ankle-deep mud
and traversing the almost im-
passable roads to camp did little
to create a favorable first im-
pression of Emirau.

There we learned that the
LSD echelon had come to grief
on a reef with their pontoen
barge on 25 March, while the
barge, loaded with gear and
several pieces of heavy equip-
ment, was being towed ashore.
Unable to free the barge im-
mediately they spent the night
on the reef. Early the next d:
they were hauled off hy LCM
and turned their pontoons over
to the Naval Advance Base.
They established a camp al
Yellow Beach where they re-
mained until the battalion camp
was laid oul.




EMIRAU
CAMP LIFE

B\' the time the 63rd came

to organize its camp on Emirau
Island such activity had become
more or less routine. There was
little exception to the normal
procedure, unless there was
more rain and mud to make life
miserahle for the first few days.

The first echelons occupied
shelter tents and jungle ham-
mocks for a few nights until
underbrush in the coconut grove
chosen for the camp site could
be cleared. Emirau was a danger
zone and no open lichts were
permitted after dark. It was a
simple life just hit the sack
after evening chow and stay
there until morning. Simple life,
perhaps, but not so simple to
grope to and from breakfast in
utter darkness.

Fortunately, the island’s repu-
tation for being waterless he-
came a myth when 63rd well-
diggers started to work., A good
spring was located and never
was the battalion without an
ample supply of water good
enough for all purpozes. Those
showers certainly helped to
compensate for the mud, hungry
flies and hard-hitting red ants.
What was it we used to call "em?

Gradually, with the erection
of pyramidal tents, the camp
took on a more ship-shape look.
The galley, chow hall. sick bay
and dispensary were complete
and the chapel, St. Mary’s-on-
the-Hill, was erected in time for
Easter services.

There were no tents, tem-
porarily, for men of the fourth
echelon. They remained fairly
dry by improvising shelters
from tarpaulins. No one was
allowed to sleep on the ground,
s0, in lieu of cots, these fourth
echeloners stretched their weary
bones upon low plank trestles
hastily construeted by the car-
nenter shop,

Island projects started imme-
diately. Men worked. generally
in six-hour shifts, alternating
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morning and afternoon to allow
18 hours of rest hetween shifis.
It was in these off-duty hours
that the Emiran camp became
a typical 63rd “home” with
coral roads, sidewalks. flower
beds, ornamental fences and
other refinements,

Despite the fact that Japanese
attacks by sea and air were pos-
sible — even promised by Tokyo
Rose — foxholes were occupied
on only three occasions. The
pits were scooped from the hard
coral by hulldozers.

Emirau Island, also known as
Storm, Squally, Emira, Kerue.
and Hunter Island. is only about
eight miles long with an aver-
age width of two miles. Formed
from an upthrust coral reef with
a shallow earth surface over de-
cayed coral, no part of the is-
land is more than 200 feet above
sea level. Emirau and Mussau.
or St. Matthias Island, 15 miles
to the west, are the only im-
portant pieces of land in the
St. Matthias Group of the Bis-
marck Archipelago. Emirau is
I degree, 39 minutes south of
the Equator and is crossed Dy
the 150th meridian of cast
longitude.

Although it is but a tiny dot
in the wvast expanse of the
Pacific. Emirau was of immense
strategic value in the campaign
against the Japanese. Possession
of the island cleared the way
for surface ships to move freely
in the Bismarck Sea and
trapped Jap forces remaining in
the Bismarcks and Solomons.
With the Admiralties held to
the west, the Solomons in the
south and Green Island to the
southeast, seizure of FEmirau
put the stopper in the northern
end of a huge “hottle”™ contain-
ing Japs,

The original mission of the
Naval Advance Base Unit which
included the 63rd Battalion was
to establish a base at Kavieng.
New Ireland. This plan was
changed on 18 March, just two
days prior to the occupation of
Emirau. Unhampered by enemy
reprisals, construction hattal-
ions were able to proceed im-
mediately with establishment of
base facilities and then to the
construction of two heavy




bomber airstrips with collateral
facilities, harbor installations, a
small-hoat pool, motor torpedo
hoat hase and a network of
roads.

A ook at the island five
months after itz seizure might
give cause for helief that it had
always heen an outpost of civil-
ization. This is far from the
truth. When the island was oc-
cupied in late March the entire
area was covered by jungle ex-
cept for small sites planted to
coconul trees and a few native
clearings.  The few existing
roads were little more than
trails and very muddy in wet
weather,

Emirau is  surrounded by
coral reefs with one lair harhor
called Hamburg Bay on the
northwest coast. Numerous small
islands ~ liec  nearby.,  Three
beaches were usable for LST
landings and a couple of others
were suitable for LOT s,

The climate is tropical with
a temperature generally be-
tween 73 and 90 throughout
the year, Humidity is high and
the annual rainfall is heavy.
The Army weather station re-
corded approximately 85 inches
of rain from 15 May to 1 Oect-
ober, 1944. There are periodic
storms with prevailing  winds
from the northwest during the
periad  from  November to
March and from the southeast
Irom May until September.
April and October are generally
calm, Shortly after landing on
Emirau a 63rder asked a native
il it rained all the time. “No.,”
he said, “sometimes three-day
dry spell.”

The native population of
Emirau was normally about 300.
Mainly Melanesians, their ap-
pearance, manners and customs
were  wenerally the same as
these of the Solomon Islanders.
There were four villages, two of
which  housed approximately
100 inhabitants each, The native
population was evacuated to
Mussau ])_\' the Marines hut later
a native camp was established
at the eastern end of the island
for male laborers. Micronesian
natives, refugees from the Japs
on New Ireland and New Han-
over, were rescued by PT

bhoats

and brought to Emirau where
they were added to the labor
camp under the direction of
Australians,

Emirau was taken over hy
Australia under terms of the
New Guinea Mandate of the
League of Nations for German
possessions in the Pacific south
of the Equator. A man named
Wilde started the coconut plan-
tation on Emirau during the
German regime. His wile was
huried on the island. After Aus-
tralian control was instituted,
the groves were sold to Emirau
Plantations Ltd., functioning
under that management until
Japanese visited the island in
early 1942, The plantation man-
ager escaped,

A man named Collett pur-
chased timber rights in 1934
and operated a teak and ma-




hogany sawmill near Hamburg
Bay until the Japs raided the
island for native labor and ma-
chinery. He escaped to New
Britain where he was captured
by the Japs and killed. The
same fate befell the pastor of
a Seventh Day Adventist Mis-
sion which had functioned on
Emirau from headquarters on
Mussau.

The Japs established a radar
and small float plane base on
Emananus Island, near Mussau,
during the early stages of their
push. Operating personnel fled
at the time of the Marine inva-
sion of Emirau. The Japs were
hunted down and destroyed at
sea.

After the preliminary hard-
ships and discomforts, men of
the 63rd enjoyed exceptional

living and recreational facilities
on the tiny island. Because no
part was far from the sea, some
relief from the stifling heat
could be expected nearly every
day. Few men were insensible
to the grandeur of flaming
dawns, sunsets of incomparable
beauty and the majesty of mon-
chromatic seascapes buttressed
by huge cloud hanks.

Many leisure hours were spent
on the coral reefs collecting sea
shells and cat eyes. Brilliantly-
hued small fish could he ad-
mired in contrast to the white
coral in shoal Fishing
was a favorite sport until it be-
came too noisy. It would seem
that one stick of dynamite was
insufficient for some ambitious
Seabees who experimented with
more and hetter charges until

waler,

sometimes a dozen sticks were
bunched around a hand grenade
detonator. Fortunately, the only
casualties were fish and one
first-class stripe from Company
C.

By far the most spare-time
iterest,

outside the mnightly
movies in “stupendous” Emirau
Bowl, centered in athleties.

After projects were well under
control, equipment was avail-
able for grading an expansive
area over the bluff from the
galley. This site emerged as
Lovejoy Field, well equipped
with baseball diamonds.

In nearly every respect the
campsite, living conditions and
work on Emirau were more at-
tractive to 63rd personnel than
at the two camps on Guadal-
canal.




EMIRAU PROJECTS

THE work experience of the

63rd NCB on Emirau Island was
unique in the battalion’s his-
tory because, for the first time,
the men were on hand to take
part in the first stages of trans-
forming an isolated jungle is-
land into a complete advance
naval base — a headache to
Nippon.

Because the need was urgent
for speed in base construction,
projects  started immediately.
Consequently anly the essentials
of a healthful, sanitary camp
were established for the battal-
ion until the pressure of work

was removed with completion
of major projects and men were
available for Dbeautifying the
battalion’s “home.”

The primary projects asigned
to the battalion were establish-
ment of camps for airmen and
ground crews and the construc-
tion of roads to and including
the airfield perimeter. Men
worked in 6-hour shifts, two
shifts a day. The possibility of
attack made night work out of
the question,

The immediate need for good
roads was apparent to all men
who endured the lurching,

slogging, crawling trips by truck
to and from their projects,
sometimes several miles from
camp. At best no better than
wheel ruts when the island was
occupied, the roads hecame pro-
gressively worse under the com-
hined onslaughts of heavy rain
and essential transport.

An abundance of good coral
gravel, procurable from pits
convenient to construction sites,
made road building on Emirau
almost a pleasure. Rapid pro-
gress was made in clearing the
rights of way, stripping, filling,
grading and surfacing. Auxili-




ary roules for access to projects
were provided during the build-
ing of permanent roads. Ap-
proximately 40 miles of coral-
surfaced highways were huilt on
Emirau. The main arteries were
all-weather surface, 60 feet wide
on a 100-foot right of way.

Construction of camp facili-
ties for aireraft units progressed
rapidly in conjunction with the
work of building two heavy-
homber airstrips by other hat-
talions. Carving Marine An
Group and VM Ground Echelon
campsites out of the jungle was
reminiscent of malaria control
on Guadaleanal. Men worked in
all sorts of weather, with ma-
chetes, crosscuts and axes to
clear out the underbrush, leav-
illl" as lt]ﬂ]\_\ IEI ;_"'(‘ Irees as IHF."'
sible 10 give cover from aerial
observation.

Just as on Guadalcanal, this
phase of operations was ham-
pered by a lack of tractors and
bulldozers. Most of the heav
equipment was, ol necessity.
hard at work on road and air-
strip  construction. Camp-clear-
ance crews bent to their work,
however, stacking underbrush
hehind them to be (]i.-:]m.-:ed of
as bulldozers became available.
Carpenter and plumbing crews
moved in to build galley and
messing facilities, pilot quarters
and other camp appurtenances.
Eventually. airfield camp facil-
ities  included sereened and
decked tent quarters and mess
halls for 1050 officers and 4200
enlisted men.

Expanding its activities in the
airstrip gion, the battalion
clearved 59 sites for bomb and
aviation gasoline dumps  with




18-foot  access roads, erected
steel magazines for pyrotechnie
storage. established buildings
and cleared area for torpedo
storage and maintenance, com-
pleted hardstands and taxiways
for the airstrips and established
a complete Air Command camp
with quarters for the command-
i ral. There were 16
huildi at this location com-
plete with  roads. revetments,
dugouts, water supply and
power,

By carly May, a month after
arrival, the Dbattalion had set
up its camp, hauled all gear
eight miles from its hivouac at
Blue Beach, was making rapid
progress on the perimeter road
cut through solid jungle, and
had completed the MAG 12 and
VM Ground Echelon camps in-
cluding installation of roads, a
drainage system. a well, hot and
cold water supply with three
a000-gallon tanks, power gener-
ating and lighting plant, reefers
and field ranges, hesides all liv-
ing and eating facilities.

In addition, assembly of pon-
loon strips into barges for in-
stallation as finger piers at Ham-
burg Bay had been completed.
The battalion had established a

rmanent detachment at Blue
Beach  to control the Naw
dumyp there, and details were
performing  unloading  opera-
tions for other units at Black
Beach. The bomb and gasoline
dumps had been completed as
well as all primary work in con-
nection with the Air Command
amp.

A look at harbor and busy
port facilities at Purple Beach.
on the Hamburg Bay shore,




three months after the 63rd
started construction of pontoon
finger piers would certainly
give a false impression of the
innumerable difficulties and vex-
ations involved in that project.

The piers, firmly anchored to
the shore, appear extremely
docile as they dip and rise with
the swell. But none of the men
who moved those piers into
position and secured them will
ever forget how difficult to
handle those long pontoons
strings were when “on the
loose.”

They were “on the loose.” too.
on several occasions after they
had been towed from NAB and
anchored in lagoon backwater
near the site of the proposed
piers. Sudden storms and heavy
seas broke the moorings several
times and hurled the heavy
strings  crashing aground on
reefs or beach. They were ex-
tricated. one by one, only alter
back-breaking tail by men with
crow hars aided by a snorting
bulldozer.




Eventually secured. the 18-
pontoon strings were formed
into 5-wide sections. Carefully,
one at a time. they were pushed
to the shore and anchored hy
heavy cable to buried log “dead
men” on the beach. Huge con-
crete anchors were then picked
off the piers by the how crane
of a nel-tender and dropped
into the sea to prevent side
sway.

Four such piers were in-
stalled. One was later elimin-
ated for construction of a slip,
making total unloading ace
odations for seven LCT s,
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ing the piers to the beach to
such an extent that heavy net
chain was installed in substitu-
tion.

Early in the occupation the
63rd set up a sawmill near the
airstrips under very primitive
conditions and logged much
hardwood off the strip sites.
This unit operated continuously
throughout the tour of duty.

Besides construction work at
the Joint Army-Navy Communi-
ations Center, 63rd communica-




tions men were called upon for
installation and maintenance of
all island communications lines,
with switchboards and instru-
ments for Army. Navy and Mar-
ine Corps units.

One of the last major projects
on Emirau for the 63rd was
erection of six 40 by 100 Quon-
set warchouses at Purple Beach.
Although every company was
represented on the project mus-
ter. the job developed into a
race hetween the two crews
commanded by Lits. Schurrer
and Hall of A and B Companies,
respectively. Lt. Chloupek, com-
mander of Company C, adopted
a middle-of-the-road policy. His
crew poured concrete for the
rivals so the race could con-
tinue. The time limit for the job
was 10 days.

The project started humbly
enough but was destined to sel
a record for warehouse con-
struction that is believed to he
unexcelled. Steel was set as
soon as foundations were firm
enough to support it. Six and
one-hall days later the ware-
houses were finished and the
project had become just another
job. So close was the race that
wherever 63rd men gather in
the future there is certain to he
heated discussions as to which
“team”™ won the race.

With all base facilities com-
pleted. work was directed to-
ward expansion and refinement.
The battalion was alerted for
movement during the entire
month of August and did not
engage in any work requiring
the use of heavy equipment.

A hakery, laundry, galley,
machine and metal shops, water
heaters and a reefer were in-
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stalled at the MAG 61 camp in
the latter part of August. Two
frame and one Quonset struc-
tures were erected for the Mar-
ine Photo Squadron and a post-
office erected at MAG 12. Work
of completing quarters, mess,
and club facilities at headquar-
ters of the island commander
was also accomplished and two
guest houses built,

Throughout August, men not
assigned to other tasks partici-
pated in rifle markmanship,
military drills and learned the
use of trench mortars, flame
throwers and other infantry
weapons. During  this period
time was available for construe-
tion of recreational facilities,

feady to leave for their new
assignment, men of the 63rd
NCB looked hack with pride
upon their participalion in an
intensive work program which
in a few short months had trans-
formed a jungle wasteland into
a military hase of the first order,
complete, clean and comfort-
able in every detail.







THE trip to Manus in the
Admiralty Group was but a
“sleeper jump™ in traveling
salesmen’s lingo, inasmuch as
the destined spot was less than
200 miles from Emirau.
However, the jaunt required
just as much preparation of
troops and equipment as if the
hattalion had been headed for
a month’s voyage. While the
unit had been alerted for move-
ment since 1 August, it was not
wntil Tuesday, 12 September,

that orders were received to
load the S.S. Carlos Carillo,
which had anchored in Ham-

bhurg Bay early that morning.

Loading proceeded 24 hours
a day with anticipation that
Friday, 15 September, would he
the sailing date. Loading re-
quired more time than was
estimated and it was not until
Saturday that troops were
aboard and anchor weighed at
1800. Emirau’s green-clad shores
faded slowly with the sunset.
Still in the harbor was the S.S.
High Flyer upon which a rear
echelon was to sail with heavy
equipment,

The Admiralty lslands were
in sight at dawn. Many men were
on deck throughout a mild,
starry might, preferring to sleep
topside to avoid the closeness of
troop compartments. The meals
were good, caten in a relatively
cool messing compartment. The
Carillo was a Liberty cargo
transport operated by the Mer-
chant Marine with a Navy

MANUS

armed guard. Her maximum
speed was 12 knots,

Steaming through Seeadler
Channel. the Carillo negotiated
anti-torpedo nets and made her
way slowly into Lorengau Har-
bor, dropping anchor at approx-
imately 1130 off Lugos Mission.
site of the first American inva-
sion of Manus. The harbor was
crowded with war and merchant
ships. Several aireraflt carriers
were noted.

Headquarters and Company
A troops went ashore during
the afternoon. The balance of
troops, except the unloading de-
tail, disembarked the next day.
Work parties stayed ahoard un-
til Thursday morning, 21 Sep-
tember, hy which time all cargo
holds had heen secured. The
rear echelon arrived 26 Septem-
her.

Camp establishment at Manus
was unique in 63rd history in
that each man had a pyramidal
tent over him from the start.
The battalion shared a hilly
area with two companies of the
dispersed 140th NCB. Tents in
the greater portion of the camp
were left standing for 63rd use.

Crowding was inevitable, In
s0Imme cases len men s]ept in one
tent. Despite daily rains, work
parties were busy erecting new
tents on plywood decks in hast-
ily-cleared adjacent areas. These
areas were completed by Sun-
day. 24 September, and Com-
pany D took possession of what
came to be known as Atabrine
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Flats. Headquarters, A, B, and
C companies remained more or
less erowded in the mess hall
area until completion of a hill-
side camyp several hundred yards
from the chow hall. This area
was known surreptitiously as
“Spike’s Peak,” in honor of
the Skipper.

Outside projects were started
en Monday, 25 September, with
crews setting up the sawmill and
pouring concrete  decks  for
Quonset huts and warehouses
already erected on various parts
of the hase.

Meanwhile, public  works
Crews were husy erecling tents,
laying hoard walks and ladders
in the “Spike’s Peak™ area and

building new Ship’s Service
facilities for the 140th NOB.
Upon their completion and

construction ol a theatre to he
jointly used by hoth hattalions.
the 63rd took over part of the
original 140th Ship’s Service
estahlishment and constructed a
new chapel and administrative
huildings.

The 63rd NCB started oper-
ating the galley and mess hall
on Sunday, 1 October, the same
day set aside for A and B Com-
panies to move into their new
camp site. By this time each de-
partment was operating at max-
imum efficiency, 15 days after
arrival on Manus,

The Admirvalty Islands, most
northerly of the islands inhabi-
ted by Melanesian peoples, lie
hut 2 degrees south of the Equa-
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tor, about 200 miles west of New
Hanover. They were discovered
by Schouten and Lemaire in
1616. Although the Admiralty
group oceupies an avea of about
800 square miles, there is but
one large island. Manus or Great
Admiralty,

Manus is 60 miles long from
cast to west and 15 miles wide.
[t iz of volecanic origin with
peaks reaching an elevation of
3000 feet. lts red voleanic soil
and steep slopes are ill adapted
to gardening. It is densely
wooded and no white man had
ever penetrated the interior
until an Australian government
patrol crossed the island in

1927,

There are 38 coconut planta-
tions on the island covering
24.000 acres. There is no other
commercial crop but the coastal
natives dive for trochus shell
and the “gold-lip” pearl shell.
Japanese poachers were fre-
quently reported in the area
hefore the war and are reported
to have greatly damaged the
shell  heds.

Manus has three ports — the
villages of Lorengau, Bundralis,
and Sopa-Sopa. The native in-
land people, divided into num-
erous small groups, speak differ-
ent dialeets and are disdainfully
known to the coastal and seafar-
ing natives of the islands as
Usiai  (inland people). The
light - skinned, scrawny and
timid natives of the smaller is-
lands of the group, also speak
different dialeets and have dif-
ferent customs. They are known
as Matankors. The third group
of Admiralty lIslanders, called
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Manus or “salt-water boys,” are
darker skinned and much more
agressive.,

These coastal people are ad-
venturous sailors and fishermen
and ply long distances between
islands  in  oul-rigger canoes.
They do not have gardens but
trade fish and mollusks to the
Usiai for sago, taro, net fiber.
betel nuts and gourds. There
are rvegular markets for ex-
change of land products for
those of the sea.

Rambutvo, or Jesu Maria
Island, is second in size, and lies
38 miles southeast of Manus. It
is 8 by 10 miles in size. Natives
of the archipelago have long
used obsidian from this island
for knife and spear points. A
half-dozen islets and a scatter-
ing af coral veet dots complete
the group which is scattered
over an area about 70 hy 150
miles in extent.

On Manus, the 63rd became
acquainted with the Equatorial
Summer which ranges uener-
ally between December and
March. The battalion arrived in
a rainy season. There were only
four rainless days in September.
Nearly 4 inches fell in one Sep-
tember day and the total for
the month was 19.51 inches. The
total dropped to 8.94 inches in
October, but rose again to 13.88
and 13.44 in November and De-
cember, respectively. As the full
heat of Summer came on, rain-
fall declined to 7.98 inches in
January and to 5.18 inches in
February., The “drought™ cre-
ated a condition of temporary
emergency and indiscriminate
use of water was restricted,
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The conquest of the Admir-
alty Tslands was a part of the
same strategic plan as that for
control of Emirau with the dif-
ference that Manus had far
oreater natural facilities for
creation of a naval base. Its oc-
cupation by American forces in
March 1944 was another step in
the domination of the Bismarck
area, sealing ofl Jap garrisons in
the Northern Solomons, New
Ireland and New Britain and
providing a base for assaults on
the Philippines.

The strongest Jap fortifica-
tion in the Admiralty group was
at Lorengau on Manus. But, as
always, the American command
intended to strike at the enemy’s
most vulnerable point. A heavy
reconnaisance force composed
of elements of the 1st Cavalry
DDivision recognized this most
vulnerable point as Momote air-
strip at Los Negros, the small
island 1o the east of Manus.

What started as a reconnais-
ance in force developed into a
full-scale invasion. On 29 Feb-
ruary 1944, troops landed at
Momote and seized the airstrip.
Bitter fighting developed hut
cavalrymen stood their ground
and chased the Japs inland. The
strong Jap garrison at Manus.
meanwhile, was expecting the
Yanks to press the attack from
Los Negros, and, instead of
sending reinforcements to their
weaker forces there. prepared
for a defensive stand at Loren-
gat

Again they were surprised. A
second force of cavalrymen
landed at Lugos Mission, [uture
site of the 63rd camp, and within




three days had pushed their
ray east Lo capture Lore
airstrip and storm their
into the village. Seabees
lowed close behind and spec
transformed the Lorengau area
into a naval base,

Work projects of the 63rd

CB on Manus were widely
varied and afford an excellent
example of the extreme range
of construction hattalion act
ties. Because the battalion ar-
rived at a time when hase facil-
ities were mearing completion,
maintenance of most of the hase
utilities were assigned to the
63rd in addition to construction
projects,

When the main hody arrived
at Lugos Mission on 18 Septem-
ber, it was found that consid-
erable work must be done al
the camp site to enlarge it suffi-
ciently to accomodate the entire
63rd and two companies of the
140th Battalion. The early days
were rugged. Heavy, daily rains
hampered erection of additional
tents. It was not until 25 Sep-
tember that a real start could
be made on outside projects. By
that time, however, 160 decked
tents had heen erected as well
as an Officers’ Country. Board
catwalks were laid to keep per-
sonnel out of the mud. An office
and administration area was
completed as well as a carpenter
shop and armory. Plumbers had
completed erection of a 3000-
gallon water tank and approxi-
mately 200 feet of pipe to new
heads and showers.

The new camp rapidly be-
came ship-shape despite the
rain and mud. Chow was excel-




lent, adding materially to the
morale of the men. One of the

best features of a somewhat
“snakebit” original camp oe-

cupied by the 140th NCB was
the mess hall and galley, mod-
ern and efficient in every detail.
The 63rd utilized religious and
recreational facilities installed
by the 140th Battalion until a
more commodious chapel and
theatre could he constructed.
There were daily religious ser-
vices and movies ecach night
from the first.

A decline in rainfall during
October enabled the hattalion to
swing into something like its
traditional  construction  efh-
cieney even though a searcity of
material held up some jobs.
Good progress made on
erection of ammunition storage

Wwads

magazines, ecach concrete
decked and  backfilled with

earth, Living and messing facil-
ities were installed for Naval
Ammunition Depot personnel
and a large ammunition sorting
shed was constructed, also for
NAD. Two large arch-rib struc-
tures were built at the Naval
Supply Depot and roads and
sidewalks installed at Naval
Advance Base.

Meanwhile, crews were as-
signed to maintenance of all
main arteries, access and camp
roads; all electrical distribution
lines west of Base Hospital 15:
all maval base water supply
lines: and submarine cable in-
stallations hetween various Ad-
miralty Islands. Many of these
maintenance projects involved
construction of new or replace-
ment facilities. In addition, the

battalion operated and main-
tained 4th Construction Brigade
boats and had crews working
24 hours a day on coral exca-
vation at the waterfront. The
sawmill was operating efficiently
and produced 233.000 feet of
lumber, board measure, in Oec-
tober. During this period, Pub-
lic Works crews completed ex-
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pansion of camp facilities, in-

cluding ship’s store and a
theatre in the 140th Battalion
area. A frame chapel was also
erected.

“The rains came” again in
November but the men were
able to endure the disagrecable
weather in much better shape
than previously hecause of a

S




duck-walked and well-drained
camp area. However, most pro-
jects at this period called for
extensive grading. The bulk of
construction was being done in
hill jungle areas with clay sur-
faces extremely difficult 1o work
in wet weather.

Despite  adverse conditions.
the work of completing the
large order for steel ammuni-
tion magazines was within 85
per cent of completion by the
end of November. Construction
was also well advanced on six
large warehouses and a coral
jetty and sheet piling dock for
NAD and construction of four
huge stran-steel warehouses at
NSD.

Projects completed in Novem-
ber included 10 Quonset huts
with head and shower, a Quon-
sel type mess hall and galley,
complete dispensary and sick
bay facilities (Quonset). all for
the NAD camp. and two addi-
tional storage buildings for
NSD,

The routine of camp life was
rudely interupted in November
by scuttlebutt reports of Jap-
anese nuisance bombings on




Los Negros and at the 63rd’s
former base at Emirau. It was
alleged the Japs were operat-
ing planes from Rabaul or Ka-
vieng, having patched them up
sufficiently to take the air after
being damaged by routine
American raids on their by-
passed stronghold.

It was Friday, 10 November,
that tragedy struck with a heavy
hand at the ammunition ship
Mount Hood at anchor a mile or
so offshore within sight of the
63rd camp. Earth shocks were
felt at approximately 0930. A
few seconds later the camp was
rocked by mighty coneussion
and terrific explosion. Horrified
eyes saw an immense mushroom
of heavy smoke billow from
the surface of the harbor and
red-hot fragments rain down
from a considerable height.

Nothing was visible except a
hoiling inferno of water at the
hase of the tremendous smoke
pall as it slowly fifted. Its top
was visible through rifts in
the overcast sky. The smoke
mounted several thousand feet.

All  ambulances, personnel
carriers and other suitable ve-
hicles were rushed to the naval
base for transporting casualties
to the hospital, Medical officers
and corpsmen from all wunits
accompanied the ambulances to
render first aid, Chaplains were
also busy ministering to the dy-
ing. No official report was re-
leased regarding the number of
casualties or damage to other
ships. Most of the casualties
brought to the hospital were
from ships in the vicinity of the
Mt. Hood. the latter ship having
tisappeared completely. '

The cause of the blast was
well veiled in mystery. Reports
were heard that the Mt. Hood
had been 85 per cent unloaded
and contained only 400 tons of
high explosive. Had she been
fully loaded at the time of the
blast the 63rd camp might have
been seriously damaged and its
inhabitants injured.

Throughout this period the
men were thrilled by daily re-
ports of successful Philippine
invasions and energetic prose-
cution of the war in all Pacific
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theatres and on other fronts.
Men watched with awe the as-
sembly of huge convoys in the
harbor and their departure
under the guns of heavy war-
ships and with the protection of
aircraft carriers,

In December the battalion
completed construction of 100
ammunition magazines — a
project taken over from other
units on arrival, finished the
NAD dock and channel dredg-
ing and wound up construction
of four double stran-steel NSD
warehouses. A 20 by 72 foot
base garbage disposal pier, 50
by 100 foot pipe-truss lumber
shed and other smaller build-
ings were also written off the
books as completed.

Construction was started on a
new electric power line. Poles
were 80 per cent set and anch-
ored for 30,000 feet of line by
the end of the month. Lack of
material prevented completion
of six NAD warehouses totaling
107,700 square feet of floor
space. A complete concrete
plant, producing 140 cubic yards
a day was in operation.

Rain was heavy between
Thanksgiving and Christmas
and there were many impromtu
feasts to augment chow hall
fare from a multitude of Christ-
mas packages. Work was se-
cured for Thanksgiving Day
when turkey dinners with ap-
propriate trimmings were en-
joyed by 63rd men, the remnant
of the 140th Battalion still in
camp and all of NAD personnel.

The battalion worked five
hours on Christmas morning in
compliance with a base order.
There was no formal Christmas
celebration but Christmas eve
and afternoon services were con-
ducted for both Protestants and
Catholics, A choir of 63rd men
broadecast carol programs over
the public address system
Christmas Eve and Christmas
night.

Work was secured for New
Year’s Day and the men enjoyed
another sumptuous dinner sim-
ilar to those of Thanksgiving
and Christmas. The new prac-
tice of opening the mess hall to
coffee-drinking personnel in the




evenings was expanded on New
Year’s Eve to a late hour. There
was no revelry in camp except
a general hubbub at midnight
when early-retirers were re-
minded foreibly that 1945 had
arrived.

As January dragged to a tor-
rid conclusion with 63rd proj-
ects gradually narrowing to the
major tasks of completing a new
750-foot dock for INAD, the
30,000-foot base electric power
line and the Manus-Los Negros
Road, there was an upsurge of
scuttlebutt hinting at a speedy
return to the United States for
a rehabilitation leave. This ru-
mor came to a climax on Sat-
urday evening, 3 February,
when, at the dedication of the
new theatre, Commander High-
leyman told the battalion that
work was progressing satisfac-
torily and that a strong recom-
mendation had been issued that
the unit be relieved. He set the
tentative date as 1 April amid
full-throated approval.

By Saturday evening, 24 Feb-
ruary, when the commander
again called the battalion to-
gether to announce that it
would be secured and sent home
in late March or early April,
the men had rushed to comple-
tion the last rugged link in the

Manus-Los Negros Road, had
completed six NAD warehouses
(100x330, 100x240, 100x255 and
3-60x140) ; awaited only arrival
of transformers to complete the
power line project which re-
quired the stringing of 45 miles
of wire; had finished two addi-
tional warehouses (30x200) ;
concrete decked sheds at NSD:
and driven the last spike in

Mount Hood Dock.

Maintenance of roads, electric
power, communications and
water supply lines for the naval
base were continued throughout
the month. The concrete plant
turned out more than 8.000
cubic yards of concrete for
decks in ammunition magazines,
storage sheds, warehouses and
other buildings while the saw-
mill produced 966,000 bhoard
feet of lumber during its period
of operation on Manus.

It fell to the lot of the 63rd
to be the battalion on the job
on two occasions when official
commendations were made, The
first occasion came on 11 Feb-
ruary when Captain Dorrance
Day, chief of staff, cut a ribbon
stretched aecross Loniu Passage
Bridge spanning a narrow strait
separating Manus from Los
Negros. The 63rd, taking over

the job of pushing the Manus
end of the road to the bridge
from other battalions, had
worked hard the day before to
permit motor traffic across the
span. Shortly afterward, regu-
lar bus service was instituted
between all naval hase points on
Manus, Lombrum Point and Los
Negros. The bridge and high-
way saved many hours in trans-
port of material which formerly
was carried by sea between
Manus and Los Negros,

Mt. Hood Dock was dedicated
by Captain Day on Sunday
morning, 25 February as 63rd
men who had just finished the
last section leaned on their tools
to watch. Officers and men of
the battalion were warmly com-
mended by Captain Day who
inferred that relief and rehabil-
itation in the United States
could be expected shortly.

The men were jubilant as
they signed their leave papers
and argued the relative merits
of reporting back from leave
to Camp Parks or Camp Endi-
cott, R. 1.

There was a flurry of excite-
ment on 27 February, when
troops were routed from even-
ing chow and ordered to evac-
uate camp hecaunse of fire




aboard an ammunition ship
tied up at Mount Hood Dock.
With visions of another disaster
like that of the Mount Hood
holocaust racing through their
imaginations, Seabees needed
no urging to literally “hit the
hills.”

As a drizzling rain started,
news arrived that base firemen,
augmented by the 63rd crew
had secured the hlaze at 1900,
Men trickled back to camp most
of the evening but a good many
were on hand for the movie.

On 6 March, the men were
stunned by news of the death of
Hugh D. Kellackey CM3c, a
member of the field electrical
crew, who was accidentally
electrocuted in line of duty.
Hours of attempted resuscita-
tion were unavailing.

The very next day, on the
heels of sad funeral and com-
mittal services for Kellackey,
came a message from Com-
mander Highleyman confirming
what had heen an all-day scut-
tlebutt topic: That an emer-
gency had risen which forced
cancellation of plans for a re-
turn to the United States. A
trip to Manila was on the docket
instead. There were many down-
cast hearts that night and a host
of “sad sack™ letters home. It
was hard to believe but all
hands tightened their belts,
tilted their chins and carried on.

Plague innoculations were ad-
ministered to all hands and
work clothing and bedding im-
pregnated with dimethyl phtha-
late as protection against car-
riers of serub typhus.

On 14 March, loading of
heavy equipment started aboard
the S§ Adolph Sutro. Outgoing
mail was secured at noon on 23
March and the battalion was
alerted for movement at a
moment’s notice. Seabags and
duffle bags went aboard the
Sutro on 24 March and she
sailed that afternoon for Hol-
landia for additional construc-
tion materials,

It was on a bright and sunny
Sunday, 25 March, that troops
boarded the SS Mexico with full
infantry gear foz the voyage to
Manila.




Canvirwcied Iyl -
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EVHN though all personnel,
except a erew of men aboard the
Sutro and storekeepers trans-
ferred to the SS Josiah Earl
hoarded the Mexico on 25
March, she did not sail until
1600 the next day after fueling
from a harbor tanker.

During the night rendezvous
was made with three other large
transports and four heavily-
laden tankers, one of which
bore a deck of P-38 fuselages.
The convoy steamed approxi-
mately WNW  with five de-
stroyer-escorts screening ahead
and on the flanks.

The Mexico was a fairly com-
fortable ship of 19,000 tons. She
had been converted from a pas-
senger liner on the “banana
run” from New York to Vera
Cruz, Mexico. In addition to
regular troop compartments he-
low decks, accomodations were
available on enclosed promen-
ade decks. The chow was only
fair  but considerably Dhetter
than that served aboard the

MorMacPort.

Gales and heavy seas ham-
mered the convoy for four days.
There was much seasickness
and at one time cooks had to
be relieved in the galley. The
wind was estimated at 40 mph.
So much spume was driven by
the gale that visibility was ex-
tremely poor and speed was re-
duced considerably. Heavy seas
broke over the hows, submerg-
ing the forward gun tubs of the
tankers on several occasions.
Even the high prow of the Mex-
ico took its share of water, nec-
essitating clearance of troops
from the forward well deck.

Good Friday services were
held despite intensification of
the storm. It was not until
Easter that the weather cleared
enough to permit making an
anchorage in San Pedro Bay
in Leyte Gulf. Four church
services were held.




The balance of the voyage.
which started on Tuesday morn-
ing, 3 April. was pleasant and
interesting. The convoy con-
sisted of 57 ships of all types,
protected from air attack by a
dozen or more LST’s, Threading
Surigao Strait at night, troops
could see lights ashore. The
next day the convoy steamed
west by south through Mind-
anao Sea, passing close to Mind-
anao Cape from which position
the islands of Negros, Bohol and
Cebu were visible. Smoke rising
from Negros may have indicated
aerial and artillery activity
against the besieged Japs.

Day after day the Mexico
steamed through the Philippine
Archipelago in waters made his-
toric by the war. The passage
through the Sulu Sea gave views
of Panay and Mindoro. Speed
was reduced through Mindoro
Strait while some ships of the
convoy detached themselves and
headed toward Paluan, one of
the principal cities on Mindoro
Island.

Slow progress was made in
the South China Sea but Luzon
loomed on the northeastern hor-
izon in the early afternoon of
Friday, 6 April. The Mexico de-
tached herself from the convoy
at the entrance to Manila Bay
and steamed rapidly past Ba-
taan, Corregidor, Ft. Drum and
other mementos of the tragic
history of the war’s early days.
Abandoned parachutes marked
the rugged cliffs of Corregidor
where air-borne Yanks had
landed to trap the Jap garrison
a short time earlier.

Saturday was spent at anchor
and men amused themselves try-
ing to count the innumerable
bombed and burned hulks of
Jap shipping accounted for by
the savage attacks of Yank car-
rier planes. Trading with native
“Gumboats” also occupied the
idle men. A package of cigar-
ettes would buy nearly anything
in the line of fresh fruit.

Disembarking into LCT’s on
Sunday, troops were taken by
truck to the site of the new
camp in a suburb of Manila
called Pasay, several miles south

of the Pasig River and located




between Nichols and Nielson
Fields. The route 10 camp
showed the utter completeness
of Manila’s devastation. Hardly
a building or Tacility of any sort
was spared. either because of
ruthless destruction by retreat-
ing Japanese or f{rom the effi-
ciency of Yank artillerymen.

The 63rd camp was in a large
rice paddy utterly devoid of
shade. Tents were erected in
jig time, causing mutters of un-
helief from a battalion of Army
Aireraft Engineers across the
road. The commander of the
Army unit graciously opened
shower facilties to Seabees and
all hands took their first real
bath since the start of their voy-
ase two weeks before. K-rations
were served for the first few
meals until an open-air galley
could be constructed. It was here
that many Seabees made their
first acquaintance with Filipinos
— children especially — who
invaded the camp. each with a
little tin bucket in which to
carry food hack to their homes.

Their friendliness and good
spirits at being liberated from
the Japs were infectious. Many
a Seabee shorted himself on ra-
tions to share with the kids.
Speedy negotiations were made
with native women to serve as
“lavanderas” or laundresses, Fil-
ipino men and women also sel
up fruit stands on the camp
fringes to sell watermelon, can-
taloupe, mangoes, hananas and
other items delectable to ration-
parched Seabee gullets.

Shortly after dark each even-
ing and in the early mornings
intense artillery and aerial hom-
bardments were visible in the
mountains east of camp. It was
only a matter of a couple of
weeks. however, before all such
close manifestations of war be-
came mnegligible.  Demolition
erews had canvassed the camp
neighhorhood  bhurying  dead
Japs and removing land mines,
heoby traps and other weapons.
There were no casualties to mil-
itary gear hut there were occa-
sional hig heads from overin-
dulgence in native “tuba” or
coconut gin,




By 20 April. when the Josiah
Earl arrived. all cargo had been
discharged from the Sutro and
much progress had been made
toward construction of a tradi-
tionally comforthale 63rd camp.
On Sunday. 29 April. the men
enjoyed their first meals in the
new chow hall, eating bhacon
and eggs at breakfast, pork
chops at noon and the tradi-
tional Sunday night “Dutch
Lunch.”

By this time, all tents were
decked, Officers” Country com-
plete with ward room and mess
hall, sereened showers and heads
for all hands, lights installed in
all tents and the camp was com-
plete. A recreation hall, chapel
and baskethall court were added
in time for the bhattalions
second dance on 12 June.

To men of the 63rd, the
Philippine interlude — that ex-
perience between their disap-
pointment at failure to he sent
home from Manus and their
eventual arrival in the United
States — was of widely-varying
importance,

The opportunity to live and
work in proximity to persons of
a civilization nearly comparable
to their own caused the time to
pass rapidly and pleasantly.
However, the faet that the men
could observe the happiness of
home and family life among cul-
tured Filipinos and the Spanish
aristoerats rendered many more
lonely for their own families
than ever before in their long
separation.

Two types of Filipinos were
observable hy 63rders camped
in the outskirts of Manila. They
were much different in char-
acter, although hardly more so
than Americans are in the same
circumstances  in  their  own
homeland.

Visits to Manila hrought con-
tacts with sharp traders and
those to whom dishonesty was
just a way to earn an easy liv-
ing, profiting by war’s disrup-
tion and inflated values. In
many cases it was easy to ob-
serve Filipinos more intent on
rebuilding cabarets and honky-
tonks than in the reconstruction




of a shattered city and its utili-
lies.

At the other extreme, within
the immediate neighborhsod of
the camp were several suburban
barrios to Pasay where the
farmer-natives were open-hand-
ed, extremely friendly, of high
moral standards and community
spirit. This was Filipino life at
its hest.

A study of authoritative
works, such as the Smithsonian
Institute’s  “Peoples  of  the
Philippines,” leads to the bhelief
that while most Filipinos have
the well-developed natural trad-
ing talents of the Indonesian
peoples, it is only in urban
areas that the foreigner finds the
real “sharper”™ who, undoubt-
edly has heen encouraged hy
American  carelessness  with
money.,

Hence, it is unfair to judge
the entire pre-war native popu-
lation of 16,356,000 by a frag-
ment of the 700,000 population
of Manila.

To the casual historian, there
appear to be as many ethno-
sraphic groups in the Philip-
pines as there are nations in the
world, but these groups may he
roughly lumped into three cate-
gories: Negritos: or small hlack
people: Indios, or the peaceful,
acericultural folk eccupying the
coastal plain and the valleys of
Luzon and Visayan lslands;
Moros, or the aggressive Mo-
hammedan peoples of Jolo, and
Mindanao.

Despite this simple classifica-
tion the accurate separation of
Filipinos into sharper groups
has been the despair of experts.
This is understood when it is
realized that there are 42 sepa-
cate and distinet native dialects
in common use within the
Philippine Archipelago.

The Tagalogs of the Manila
area offer one of the most in-
teresting  Filipino studies he-
cause, by reason of their almost
universal acceptance of Chris-
tianity and the Spanish and
American influence, they have
become  highly  Westernized.
Generally their qualities are
such as to make it understand-
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able why many Americans are
glad to call them “little brown
hrothers.”

The Philippines. discovered
by Magellan in 1512, and named
by Legaspi in 1565 in honor of
Philip I of Spain, lie off the
coast of Southeast Asia, 500
miles east of Hong Kong across
the China Sea and 600 miles
cast of Saigon. Of the 7.083 is-
lands which extend 1150 miles
from north to south and 682
miles from east to west, only
462 have an area of one square
mile or more. The total area of
the archipelago is about 115,600
square miles or somewhat less
than the combined areas of
Pennsylvania. Maryland. Vir-
ginia and West Virginia. Only
15 per cent of the land area is
under cultivation. Farms are
small and confined mostly to the
coastal and valley regions.

The largest islands are Luzon
in the north and Mindanao in
the south. The Visayan lslands
which lie between are also im-
portant. They include Samar,
Leyte, Negros, Panay, Palawan,

Mindoro, Cebu, Bohol and Mas-
hate. All are of volcanic origin.
There are rugged mountains and
dense forests throughout the
archipelago.

The climate offers no excep-
tion to that of other tropical
regions, except that in the moun-
tainous regions of central Luzon
there is relief from the stifling
heat and humidity of the low-
lands. The summer capital of
the Philippines, Baguio, on a
4700-foot plateau, often is the
scene of frosts in December and
January. Rainy seasons oppose
one another because of the effect
of changing winds on the cen-
tral mountain ranges. Winter is
the dry season on the western
side of the islands while the
period of heaviest rainfall occurs
in Summer east of the mountain
axis,

The major assignment of the
battalion in the Philippines was
construction of a headquarters
for the Seventh Fleet on a 40-
acre site formerly occupied by
the Manila Polo Clubh. The
buildings were ruined and there
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was considerahble work involved
in the removal of land mines
and unexploded ammunition.
More than 3300 cubic yards of
debris and rubble were removed
before building construction
could start.

An indication of the huge
scope of the headquarters build-
ing project can he cained by the
following summary of facilities:

The equivalent of 60 standard
(20" x 56”) Quonset huts for use
as quarters for officers, offices
and administrative facilities,
exclusive of large double-decked
frame  Dbarracks for junior
officers, chief petty officers and
stewards: the equivalent of 16
standard (40" x 100°) stran steel
buildings for use as warchouses
and offices; a mess hall and gal-
ley for 2300 enlisted men hesides
separate galley and messing
facilities for officers: generator,
laundry, garbage disposal, hos-
pital. chapel, theater, athletic
field and other facilities, the
whole complete as to plumbing.
water supply and fire protection,




A swimming pool was re-
paired and reconditioned and
equipped with hath houses and
terraces as part of the officers’
club. Additional club and recrea-
tional facilities were erected for
CPO’s and enlisted men of the
Anchor Section. Several miles
of hard-surface roads and streets
were built, the latter with curb-
ings and gutters. Two deep wells
were drilled and a 126,000-gal-
lon water storage tank erected.

During the early phases of
construction at Seventh Fleet
Headquarters, the hattalion also
completed  rehabilitation  of
Naval Base Headquarters in the
down-town  Manila  Wilson
Building by re-roofing the 8-
deck structure and replacing
hroken window glass. A 5000-
gallon water tank was erected
over the elevator shaft and con-
nected to the building supply
lines.

The only other major assign-
ments involved raising and re-
pairing the roof of a 90" x 120
provision warehouse at Naval
Base Motor Pool and the clear-

ing and gravel surfacing of a
640" x 900" area for use as a
hase motor pool. The project
entailed removal of land mines,
clearing away 7500 cubic vards
of debris, leveling, fine grading
and surfacing with 7000 cubic
vards of gravel.

After arrival of the main body
of the 35th NCB on 27 June,
when work on the 7th Fleet
project was far advanced, men
of that unit started working in
conjunction with 63rd person-
nel.

This procedure continued for
nearly a month despite inter-
mittent seuttlebutt that the 63rd
was to be secured at any mo-
ment and sent home. But it was
not until 20 July that the secure
order came from Comdr. Par-
son.

Meanwhile, it had been de-
creed on 8 July that all replace-
menls with overseas service less
than 21 months would be 1rans-
ferred to other units but under
temporary assienment to the
35th NCB. The transfers were
effected 17 July.

On the drizzling Sunday of 22

July., Comdr. Highleyman ad-
dressed the battalion at the
theater, read an inactivation
order and a commendation from
Commodore J. R. Perry. Comdr.
Highleyman announced that the
erstwhile 63rd NCB would re-
turn to the United States as
Draft 63 with Comdr. Parson
in charge.

Even though the men knew
they were to start for home the
next day, the night of Monday,
23 July, was strangely quiet.
Men, bags and baggage were
ready at high noon when trucks
transported them to the ship.

As the ship weighed anchor.
alter a two-day layover in
Manila Bay, and proceeded
through the Visayan islands to
Leyte, it hecame appavent that
sea travel for troops had im-
proved about 200 per cent since
MorMacPort days. The chow
was  good, Scavatta’s  details
functioned to perfection and the
compartments and sanitation
were excellent.

There was only a 10-hour
layover at Leyte hefore the trip




was resumed toward Ulithi,
where fuel and water were re-
plenished and the voyage re-
sumed before nightfall — alone
and with running lights,

This was in strange contrast
to the escorted part of the trip
— when two very genuine sub-
marine alerts were reported. Al-
though depth charges were
dropped by escorting vessels, it
is nol certain that any “kills”
were credited, It will always he
a source ol conjecture whether
the alerts were caused by the
same U-boats which may have
accounted for the USS Indian-
apolis on her ill-fated cruise
from Guam to Leyte.

News of Russian entry into
the war against Japan, the
atomic bombh raids and the V-]-

Day announcement did nothing
to make the arrival at San
Francisco at 0345 on 15 August
any less welcome. Personnel
disembarked and ferried to
Treasure Island where the bal-
ance of that day and all the
next were devoted to prepara-
tion for leaves.

Papers were issued on 17 July
and the bulk of the battalion

hoarded a special UP Chal-
lenger at 0730, arrviving in

Chicago at 1700 on 20 August,

Meanwhile, the Lend-Leasers,
Half-Hitches and Boots were he-
ing scattered to the four Philip-
pine winds, Some were perma-
nently assigned to the 35th NCB,
others to the 11th, 119th, 3rd
Brigade, 3rd Regiment and other
units. But the Jap peace
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brought the hand-writing on the
wall within their vision and they
knew it wouldn’t be long hefore
they, too, would he travelin
Stateside.

o
o

Thus ends the history of the
cruise of the 63rd Naval Con-
struction Battalion. Those who
have assisted in its preparation
have enjoyed their work and
trust that their enjoyment will
he shared by readers. While
they confess to possible sins of
omission and commission, it is
their hope that the history
herein chronicled will serve at
least as a refresher of 63rd NCB
memories and as a background
for many fireside yarns of the
future.
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RELIGION,
MORALE
& WELFARE

ii ITH whoops of joy and

roars of merriment, vast audi-
ences of Seabees and other
troops greeted the infrequent
appearances of professional en-
tertainers such as Bob Hope,
Jack Benny, their comely femi-
llili(‘ !'l!"ll’illli(_‘“-‘-. H“‘] \'ill'il]llﬁ
USO troupes.

But the real task of providing
for the spiritual, mental and
physical weltare of lonely men
fell into more prosaic lines -
plain ordinary hard work, sacri-
fice and planning so that enter-
tainment, comfort and enlight-
enment was available for all.

All work and no play makes
for dull Seabees. With typical
willingness to provide for them-
selves, 63rd men formed im-
promptu musical units as far
back as boot camp at Camp
Peary. A Dbattalion news sheet
was organized and two smokers
held there. In February, Chap-
lain Amos T. Lundquist re-




ported aboard ard started Sun-
day and mid-week religious
services which cantinued on
schedule whether the hattalion
was in camp, on trains or aboard
ship.

At Port Hueneme came the
first organized games of softhall.
volleybhall and horseshoes and
it was here, alzo, that men dug
into their ecwn pockets to buy
instruments for the 63rd NCB
Band which showed signs of
adolescence. When the hattalion
sailed it was to the strains of
“Anchors Aweigh™ played by its
own musicians. Daily rehearsals
were held en shiphoard.

From the very first days on
Guadalcanal religious activities
were  given  major attention.
Chaplain Lundquist ministered
to Protestants regularly, The
spiritual needs of Catholic men
were attended by Chaplain Red-
mond of the lst and 4th Raider
Marine Battalions. A more elal-
orate chapel was erected at the
sccond Guadaleanal camp and
p]'t’}g]'l_*ssi\'t"l_\' better ones al
Emirau and Manus under the
guidance of Chaplain Joseph W.
Lyons who reported ahoard in
mid-December 1943. From that
time the chaplain celebrated
daily masses and two on Sun-
days when the unit was not on
the move. Chaplain Lyons also
conducted services regularly for
Catholic men of neighhoring

oving picture theaters were
constructed at every camp as
soon as possible after arrival —
those at Emirau and Manus be-
ing commodious and comfort-
able to a high degree. To many
Seabees, too tired to engage in
active sports, nightly movies and




the library were the major
forms of recreation and diver-
sion. For the more ambitious
there was usually a well-rounded
program of softball, baseball,
haskethall, boxing, ping-pong,
volleyball and horseshoes. The
sports program on Emirau, espe-
cially during the period when
the battalion was awaiting its
move to Manus, was such that
every man had an opportunity
to take part in the sports of his
choice.

Under a well-planned welfare
program were included weekly
issues of the Coral Sea Barnacle,
birthday parties for enlisted
men, choirs for bhoth Catholic
and Protestant services, special
events at Thank ing and
Christmas and evening classes
in algebra, economics, history,
English and other subjects with
instructors drawn from officer
and enlisted personnel. On
Manus, educational facilities
were vx(-t*[}tinllul. The battalion
amazed Base Education officers
by furnishing 60 per cent of the
total enrollment in the “College
of the Admiralties.”

Leisure-time study was en-
couraged by the Welfare De-
partment in every way. More
than 500 men of the battalion
were enrolled at one time or
another in Armed Forces Insti-
tute ('U1'1'4'.~'pullt||'n¢"|‘ or self-
teaching courses. It is well
known that many men com-




pleted requirements 1or high
school diplomas during their
tropical sojourn.

Few 63rd men will ever for-
get the programs c-lu;_'_‘vll at
Thanksgiving and Christmas on
Guadalecanal by the wealth of
musical and entertainment lal-
ent within the battalion. Dick
Carter wrote and directed skits
for the Thanksgiving show
which included performances
by Secotty Miller and the 63rd
band, Nogle, Federico, Cook,
Sharp, Leinninger, White, Ho-
well, Harris, Kiesel, Littrell,
Weigle, Schweitzer, Lessard,
and Moen, with the aid of Wil-
liams, Jones, Smith, Johnson
and Byrne.

The Christmas
which  Comdr. ighleyman
broke the news of the impend-
ing trip to New Zealand, was
also well received. “Pappy” Kil-
bride was master of ceremonies.
introducing such renowned en-
tertainers as Heffner, Lutz,
Weigle, Moen & Carter, Harris.
the Quiz Kids (Mullaney, Smith,
Tobin, Brewer, Lackner, Rahilly
and Hillock) : The Bottlenecks

\eis Littrell and Cook):

" Haverly, and many
others who performed at the




Thanksgiving show and at many
another impromptu affair at
Guadalcanal.

Most of these entertainers had
staged several shows at Camp
Peary under the direction of
Dick Green, working with the
guidance of Lt. Roy A. Burgess
who acted as welfare officer he-
fore a chaplain was available.
They became so popular that
they staged shows for several
other battalions.

The record of entertainments
given by 63rd musicians and
other entertainers on Guadal-
canal is impressive. There were
68 concerts and shows presented
between 4 July and the end of
the year. The 55,000 attendance
ficure has been verified by the
Army Service Command.

These Seabee bandsmen and
entertainers, most of them ex-
pert tradesmen, worked all day
long at their construction jobs.
Then, returning to their tents,
tived, dirty, and hungry, they
ducked under showers, dressed
in their best, bolted their chow
an “took off” hy truck to build
morale for their brothers in
arms,

The band traveled as far as
15 miles from camp in darkness
angmented by clouds of dust
arising from primitive roads —
knowing that a Nip bombing
might catch them before their
return. They also knew how
hard it would bhe to “hit the

deck” with the bugle at 0445 in
the morning for another day of
work. The troupe was known all
over Guadaleanal as “The 63vd
Band and Garbage Scow Revue.”
Pappy Kilbride was master of
ceremonies.

Seabee ingenuity had con-
ceived a mobile sound trailer
equipped with two amplifying
horns  which [olded inboard
when not in use. The trailer
included storage space for all
instruments. Constructed from
a salvaged “peep” trailer with a
weld here and haywire there.
the “garbage scow™ sported a
sound system fashioned from
parts of five other delapidated
units purchased or otherwise
"proeure(]."

After Christmas, the strain of
playing engagements several
nights a week — sleep inter-
rupted by the rivalry of per-
formances staged by Washing
Machnie Charlie and his Nasty
Nips and days of toil under
tropical sun — took their toll.
Of the original troupe ol 32
only 24 remained — the rest
transferred from the hattalion
because of illness and fatigue.
The band took a welcome rest
when USO shows, movies, and
other entertainment penetrated
the war zone.

The band was revived on
Emirau and Manus, however.
and prepared thoroughly for
the Stateside Dheachhead. The
63rd was a hetter battalion le-
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cause of its band and Garbage
Scow Revue.

Although boxing shows had
been conducted by various units
prior to arrival of the 63rd on
Guadalcanal, there had heen no
izland tournaments to center
competition. Paul Matchuny.
former Cincinnati Golden Glove
heavyweight champ  (1939).
with the aid of Ray Palmer.
licensed hoxing referee, started
the wheels moving. A portahle
boxing ring was constructed and
weekly shows were held in dil-
ferent camps,

A tournament was conducted
in December 1943 with con-
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testants battling for the cham-
pionship of the South Pacific.
Winners were crowned on
Christmas night by Comdr. Gene
Tunney, former world’s heavy-
weight champion. Champion-
ship medals were donated by
such famous moving picture
stars as Betty Grable, Alice Faye
and Greer Garson.

The 63rd team made a good
showing with Wes Pryor, 135-
pound San Antonio Hurricane,
winning the Guadalcanal cham-
pionship before loging by a close
decision in the finals for the
South Pacific title. Harris Rus-
sikoff, 126-pound Los Angeles
boy, also was eliminated by a
close verdict in the finals. Earl
Harrington and Wayne Eccles
were official timekeepers. Mat-
chuny and Palmer served as
referces. The Army Service
Command staged weekly bhox-
ing shows in a ring built under
the supervision of Matchuny
and broadcasted the fights over

the island radio transmitter.
Boxing was more or less spor-
adic on Emiran and Manus but
a couple of good shows were
held at Emirau Bowl, one excel-
lent show on Manus and sev-
eral in Manila.

Softhall was a bell-wether for
sports interest during the time
of duty on Emirau. Manus and
the Philippines. Excellent teams
were developed, not only by the
battalion as a whole but within
companies and departments.
Excellent facilities for sports
were available at all three bases.
On Emirau the battalion team
won 19 and lost 14 games against
Grade A opposition for an aver-
age of .575. The feud with the
27th NCB was historic and drew
tremendous crowds. On Manus
the opposition was of even
higher caliber in many cases but
even better results were netted.
There, the series with the much-
vaunted Base All-Stars, was his-
toric. The 63rd men won the

first three games by shut-outs.
All were extra-inning encoun-
ters. Night basketball was an
innovation on Emirau and con-
siderable interest was taken by
many players and fans. There
was less competition on Manus
but several night games were
played.

All in all, men of the 63rd en-
joved  exceptional religious,
recreational and educational
benefits in the South Seas. Much
credit for this is due to officers
who believed in such activities
and to men who were eager to
sacrifice their own time to make
life a little brighter for others
less talented.

No account of welfare activi-
ties can be complete, however,
without mention of the hattalion
dance in Auckland, when de-
partment funds were expended
in good measure in an attempt
to repay the generous hospital-
ity extended by friends in Kiwi-
land.




THIC term Public Works in-

corporates a multitude of bene-
fits. Public Works is the first
department on the job after
landing and the last one to
secure hefore sailing. The de-
partment includes the Carpenter
Shop, the Electrical Shop. the
Plumbing Shop, the Paint Shop.
and the Metal Shop. There have
heen times when outsiders
looked upon PW as in fact only
a WPA. bhut this attitude has
heen changed since such a large
II('l'('f‘“li’lgt' ul. IN'I'!"U"'H‘I hHV(‘ al
some lime or other been as-
siened to the department. One
of the greatest difficulties ex-
perienced hy Public Works was
the fact that when the greatest
number of men was needed the
least was available.

Shortly after arriving on
Guadalcanal, Lt. Schurrer was
made Public Works officer. He
immediately proceeded to or-
vanize the shops under a central
control. There was the old No. 1
enemy, lack of materials and
equipment with which to do the
job. Lumber was always a crit-
ical item. The first job was to
construct a camp in the “grove™.
The Sick Bay had a high prior-
ity, due to the many cases of
malaria and dysentery encoun-
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PUBLIC WORKS

tered during the first few weeks.
The task of getting lumber and
screen wire was a tough one but
the job was finally done. Fol-
lowing this came the job of
getting tents for the various
offices, living quarters, Officers’
Country, the officers’ galley and
mess hall, a water system in-
cluding showers, and walks to
keep from losing men in the
mud. Bridges were thrown
across the streams and a gen-
eral clean-up program was put
into effect.
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Warrant Officer “Pop™ Brown
was added to the officer per-
sonnel as the activities of Public

Works increased. Screened
heads were built, wash pots for
mess gear and new water lines
laid. Wassem and Slater begun
to plaster the island with Ata-
brine and Malaria Control signs.
Name and number were placed
on all jeeps, trucks and heavy
equipment. The bhattalion had
no paint and could get none
through the proper channels,
but the 424th Heavy Bomber
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Squadron had some. Just leave
such a delicate matter as getting
il to the Seabees!

After moving to the new camp
near Henderson Field. Warrant

Cfficer  Hartmann  joined the
hattalion and was made Public
Works officer. Materials were a
little easier to obtain and work
at once picked up. Camp con-
struction was given more con-
sideration and the result was a
much nicer camp than we had
al first. A large stage and sereen
were huilt at one end of a row
of coconut logs and a Chapel
at the other. Thus, Public Works
contributed to the religious life
of the battalion as well as to its
entertainment. More and better
showers were installed and there
was an arrangement made for
running ice water, Probably the
outstanding  achievement  of
Public Works while on that is-
land was the construction of the
“Garbage Scow”™. Do you re-
member that one? The depart-
ment also built the dock for it.
The Carpenter and Paint Shops
made the targets used on the
rifle range at Guadalcanal.
When rumors informed PW
that a trip to New Zealand was

in the offing, there was a mad
rush for packing hoxes and
crates. The department reached
its stride during these prepara-
tions, and worked up 1o the last
minute storing gear left hehind
and crating that which was
taken. All of this had to be re-
peated immediately after re-
turning from New Zealand for
the move to Emirau.

With each move the activities
and responsibilities of Public
Works became greater. The
quality of the work progressed
even more rapidly than the
quantity. At Emirau Lt. Devon
took over the job of running the
department and continued to en-
large its operations. The first
real chapel was built there and
the theater was the hest on the
island. It was on Emirau that
the boys in Public Works made
the altar which would do honor
to any Church, any place. There
was more than craftsmanship
put into that job. Many cabinets
and other pieces of office furni-

ture were made for the 18th
Regiment. Finally came the
same old story — more hoxes
and crates for the move to
Manus.
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Manus offered the greatest
opportunities to Public Works
in its history. Materials were
easier to get and there was more
to do. The problem of getting
men was great due to the press-
ing need for manpower on
major projects. Each job seemed
to be a rush one, and at times
the Carpenter Shop had only
light duty men. After cutting
all the corners the administra-
tion area was completed and
living quarters were improved.
Walks were built to keep some
of the red mud out of the tents.
Other specific jobs done by
Public Works for the 63rd and
other outfits were: The trailer
to house and transport the 63rd
Band, 2500 loading pallets, 500
bunks, and a lunch wagon
mounted on four wheels to pro-
vide hot lunches and cold water
to working parties who operated
at ereat distances from camp.
Maybe it’s supposed to be taboo,
but why not a mention of the
foot lockers for officers and
chiefs, suitcases for the other
men, to say nothing of picture
frames, all primarily from
scraps. All these had to e
painted and lettered, too. Here
every reader should turn to the
picture of the 63vd NCB Theatre
on Manus, and then remember
that 12 Chiefs and one mate
made this noble contribution to
the welfare and entertainment
of the battalion.

Yes, many interesting things
were done by men of Public
Works. A lot happened in two
vears and to those who were
permanently on duty with PW
the overall picture is clear.
These men probably knew bet-
ter than any one else in the
battalion that here was a war
going on. The highest priority
on every base was given to
coffins, The order for them was
the one order which every one
knew would not he changed.
Our Public Works department
made a lot of them hut the real
purpose hehind all the work of
all the departments was to reach
the place where no more coffins
would be needed.

!
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WATER SUPPLY
& PLUMBING

ON one of those occasions when you get
out of the wrong side of bed and spend the
rest of the day seeking a good argument, you
can surely run into a bad one by dropping a
line to any member of the water supply and
plumbing departments of the 63rd NCB,
merely hinting that sanitation or water purity
were anything but Grade A-1 at any of the
hattalion’s camps.

If you recall, it was the 63rd corps of
“water tenders” which made “aqua pura”
available aboard the USS LaSalle en route
from the Fijis to Guadaleanal when the ship’s
distillation apparatus proved inadequate.
That was just a minor problem, however,
compared to their endeavors in establishing
a practice water system amid the frost, mud
and misery of Camp Peary’s famed Island X
after 30 hours of study.

Do you also remember how soon it was that
gzood water was available at the first camyp on
Guadaleanal? That first well was dug by a
clam shell. At 15 feet, the crew hit a stream
yielding 18 gallons per minute. Not satishied,
however. the water department constantly
sought to improve the quality and quantity
of water by stretching long pipelines to rivers
where the water was clear and fresh.

Unless you were one of these workmen, per-
haps you don’t recall all the tribulations of
those early days at Guadalcanal: how the
shortage of pipe, fittings, pumps, filters and
other gear caused headache after headache:
how the custodians of lonely water-points
spent the long nights in fear of attack by
wandering Japs.

Two of the water crew, Allen and DeCamp.
were assigned for well drilling with the Army
Service Command. The record of the number
of shafts sunk with their rotary-hydraulic rig
is in Army hands but they drilled plenty of
water wells, supervised their casing hy Army
crews and instructed Army personnel in the
“Seabee way” of doing the jobs.

On one occasion when construetion projects
were handicapped by a gravel shortage, Allen
and DeCamp set their rig to drill holes into
a gravel hill, sunk six shafts 50 feet deep,
loaded each with 600 pounds of TNT and —
wham there was gravel enough for all needs.

But to get back to the battalion once more,
thie time at the new Red Beach camp: Before
the sharp-eyed plumbers discovered that they
could recover more than 1000 yards of 4-inch
Japanese pipe to run a water line to the near-
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by river, they coupled into the river line used
by a neighboring hattalion. [t was a make-
shift arrangement of necessity, entirely in-
adequate for the needs of hoth battalions —
especially when the other user closed the
63rd line to insure enough pressure for its
commander’s private shower, Glory, how the
blue smoke rose from the 63rd camp!

Then, even after the strain had bheen re-
lieved in New Zealand, wreaths of sulphurous
smoke could he seen rising from the plumh-
ing shop when it was discovered that a care-
fully-hoarded stock of tools and fittings had
heen pilfered during the vacation and that
one of the CBMU outfits had tapped the 63rd
line to put into operation ils up-to-them most
claborate shower on Guadalcanal — all this
when the CBMU’s brand-new pumps, pipe
and fittings were still in their crates.

However. the worst was over. Instead of
Leing forced to set up sea-water distillation
apparatus on Emirau which the Intelligence
Department had warned was without springs,
a single large well furnished plenty of water
requiring only chlorination to make it suit-
able for all requirements. In addition, the
crews established water-points at Purple and
Blue Beaches and laid pipe lines through
previously untrampled jungle to supply water
for the 15,000 troops destined to garrison the
new hase.

On Manus, after expanding sanitary and
water supply facilities to a point never hefore
reached at a 63rd camp. the plumbers were
called upon to maintain water supply lines
laid to all parts of the huge base from a
central reservoir and pumping station com-
plete with an aerating fountain, the 63vd crew
laid 3000 feet of 6-inch pipe for expanding
NAB facilities.

Luxury reared its comely head in the 63rd
camp for sure during the Manus tour. There
the plumbers utilized their ckill to fit out hot-
water showers and the ultimate in South Sea
sanitary facilities,

So they can all take a bow — every one of
the gang from CWO George LaConte, Chiefs
Whitehead, Wall and Dallas. on down 1o the
lowest rating. Well done, “happy plumbers!!”
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COMMUNICATIONS

THA’I‘ Fiji Island version of the old “find-
ers keepers: losers weepers” game which
swallowed up much of the equipment hrought
from Stateside by the 63rd affected the Com-
munications Department no less than any
other upon arrival at Guadalcanal.

The sad fact was that the battalion would
have been without a link to the air-raid warn-
ing circuit had it not been for the co-opera-
tion of the Third Marine Raiders who sup-
plied the O0D’s Office with a field telephone
set connected to their switchboard. When
Washing Machine Charlie made his appear-
ance, men of the 63rd were able to dive for
cover as soon as the other cussing victims of
Sleep-Shattering Charles and his Moonlight
Madcaps.

However. it wasn’t long hefore a 14-line
switchboard was acquired from the Naval
Operating Base in return for services ren-
dered. This filled the gap until, at the time
of the move to the Red Beach camp, a new
50-line magneto switchboard was drawn from
the stockpile. From that point the battalion
was always linked to important trunk circuits
in addition to a close, inter-departmental
hookup within the camp area.

A communications crew was soon detached
to work for the Army Signal Corps in con-
solidation and expansion of facilities at the
four prineipal Guadalcanal exchanges. At the
same time, bomb damage to lines was re-
paired and the rotting temporary poles re-
placed with durable, creosoted stock. Work
lllll](‘r |]ll' .'\r]"_\‘- was ill"]ll()llh' 'd"l'l .";ﬂ""“i”ll’.“
hazardous, reaching a peak when swollen
rivers forced linesmen to swim their wire
across the swilt current. Men of the 63rd won
commendation from Col. Lee, Signal Corps
officer in charge, for their enterprise and
efficiency in this work.

The department was much better equipped
for the forward movement to Emirau Island
and on arrival was able to start immediately
replacing the Marine battle telephone net-

work with a permanent, pole-carried system

after establishment of exchanges for the 63rd
Battalion and 18th NC Regiment. The work
was hard, requiring extensive use of machetes
to clear routes through the jungle. Between
the hard-biting red ants, scorpions and centi-
pedes infesting the trees which must be
climbed to string lines, and the headaches
resulting from falling coconuts and palm
fronds, the men were accorded an unfriendly
welcome by the worst of untraversed jungle.
“Them damn red ants was the worst,” ac-
cording to the harrassed linesmen.

As on Guadalcanal, Army Signal Corps
assicnments followed completion of Seabee
and Naval Base projects, the 63rd heing al-
ready well recommended for its work on
Guadalcanal.

An ingenious cable truck was devised so
that ten reels of telephone wire unwound
simultaneously as the vehicle progressed. The
wires were clustered at 10-foot intervals to
form a simple cable. By including extra wires
in cases where expansion of facilities was
deemed possible. many a newly-arrived gar-
rison unit found itself with no more trouble
than to hook its switchhoard to a line which
had bheen waiting for some time at the site of
the new camp.

Besides helping to establish the main island
telephone exchange, men of the 63rd serviced
it on a 24-hour schedule until the regular
Army maintenance crew arrived,

The (](‘partmﬂlt was h_\' no means less |n|.4_v
during the tour of duty on Manus. On arrival
a very good intra-camp network system was
put into use. The weeks that passed found the
hattalion with its first dependable sound sys-
tem giving such morale builders as radio and
recorded programs during chow hours.

At Manus, also, the communications crew
was given the task of laying submarine cable
for the use of the naval base. Telephone men
also installed the Lugos Mission Exchange,
the second largest on the island. Throughout
the Manus period a crew of men was detailed
to the Base Communications Department for
switchhoard and line repair.




TRANSPORTATION

IF the Army moves on its
stomach and the Navy in ships.
the writers of military adages
must certainly amend their work
to include the fact that Seabees
move on and with heavy equip-
ment. In the words of Admiral
Nimitz “the roads to Tokyo
were built by bulldozers.”

The 63rd Battalion took pride
in its equipment — a fact proven
by recalling that at the time the
unit finished Manus projects. 22
months after departure from the
United States, a ]al'g(‘ pereent-
age of its equipment was of the
original issue..

The life span of motorized
equipment in the hands of the
military is notoriously short.
Some waste is justifiable (c’est
la guerre) but cases where good
equipment is ruined after only
a few months of non-combatant
use appear shameful to true-
blue operators and mechanics.
Men of the 63rd Transportation
Department can take pride in
good stewardship.

The department emhraces all
mobile and mechanized vehicles
and equipment, all shops and
services for maintenance and
all operating and shop person-
nel. The department may he
broken down into six divisions:
(1} Vehicle operation (trucks,
jeeps, weapon carriers, ete.) :
(2) wvehicle maintenance:; (3)
heavy  equipment operation
(tractors, cranes, ete.): (4)
heavy equipment maintenance;
(5) lubrication: (6) secondary
maintenance shops. These latter
included welding. blacksmith.
cable, and machine shops.

Each division operated as a
unit responsible only to the
transportation officer. Co-opera-
tion hetween the divisions was
maintained to a high degree at
all times under the leadership
of Lt. (jg) Lovejoy and War-
rant Officer Greenshields for the
major part of the tour,

The department was respon-
sible for 84 trucks and road
vehicles and for their operation.
Drivers were instructed to sub-
ject their vehicles to hazardous
work only when conditions of
emergency warranted. For the
most part, men were assigned to
the same machines to insure
consistent operation, to promote
a careful attitude and to balance
responsibility.

The department’s 33 dump

trucks were the real “work-
horses” of the battalion. No
record is available of the num-
her of yard-miles of earth or
coral moved by these vehicles
but men of the department esti-
mate the total as upwards of a
million. Of the 17 original dump
trucks issued, 15 were still in
operation when operations end-
ed on Manus. One was traded
for another type and one was
stolen.  Sixteen more dumyp




trucks were added on Guadal-
canal and Emirau.

Of the 11 cargo-type trucks
with the battalion on Manus,
three were original issue, two
were commissioned from Guad-
alcanal salvage dumps hy the
exercise of Seahee skill, and six
added at later dates. Trucks
equipped with winches, some
with A-frames and cranes made
by battalion workmen, were
often pressed into service to do
the work of much heavier equip-
ment as witnessed in Tetere
Dock and malaria control proj-
ects, The 17 weapon carriers
were usually assigned to shops
and working units. Specialized
equipment, such as the home-
made diesel tractor lowhoy
which was capable of handling
“cats” and cranes up to 20 tons.
was also made in battalion
shops. The battalion’s 18 jeeps.
water truck, crease truck, am-
bulance, and fuel tanker com-
]lll‘.l(-‘ the roster,

This large fleet of vehicles
was kept in apple-pic order only
by the devoted attention of the
department’s 20 mechanics.
Despite the early handicaps
when attention to equipment
was handicapped by the lack of
tools and total absence of ve-
placement parts, no vehicle was
ever out of service for more
than a week.

The answer was supplied by




salvage dumps which were the
happy hunting grounds of Sea-
hee mechanies determined to
keep the wheels turning on those
roads to Tokyo. When a tow-
truck was desperately needed.
these men somehow hreathed
life into the hleached remnants
of some vietim of Hill 66 or
Bloody Knoll and it emerged
from the shop as another piece
of 63rd equipment. Yes, and
when such  “grave robbing”
vielded no results there were
always shrewd Seabee “hoss
traders” to fill the bill in some
manner. [t boiled down to some-
thing like this: “You give us a
roll of brake lining and we'll
fix your transmission. What, you
haven’t any brake lining? Well,
how about some tie-rod ends,
then?™

The battery shop was attached
to vehicle maintenance. For
months at a time its operators,
O’Donahue and DeLong, never
saw a new battery. Those in use
were constantly failing. They
built new batteries from the
remnants of old ones and
charged them with a device of
their own construction.

Heavy equipment, the back-
bone of Seabee endeavor, on
Manus included 19 erawler type
tractors, 11 eranes, 15 carry-alls.
7 power graders, 6 air compres-

sors, 2 power rollers, 2 concrete
mixers, a rock crusher and nu-
merous powerless devices. If any
single machine has modified the
nature of warfare it has been
the erawler tractor and its com-
panion bulldozer.

At the outset of the depart-
ment was blessed with a surplus
of experienced operators but
cursed with a lack of equipment
and a surfeit of jobs. Originally
there were only three cranes,
four caterpillar tractors, one
farm tractor, four carryalls and
incidental machines including
two ditchers. Four tractors and
a crane were loaned to the bhat-
talion when malaria control was
faunched on Guadalcanal and
other pieces were gradually re-
quired. But during the entire
tour of duty on Guadalcanal
manpower had to be substituted
for machines and the most pos-
sible hours of work wrung from
each piece of equipment.

Always the machines had to
fight those two worst enemies of
steel — mud and salt water.
Working as they did along
streams and lagoons, equipment
would often become mired
despite every precaution. Fre-
quently they were immersed by
tides. Then there would be the
arduous task of getting them
out, removing mud, draining and

flushing housings to prevent salt
corrosion of working parts.
Operating conditions were haz-
ardous. Injuries to operators
and equipment alike were all
too frequent. Falling trees took
a heavy toll. Often unsound
stream banks gave way under
the weight of machines with
serious damage resulting. Ex-
tensive dispersal of equipment
all over Guadalcanal consider-
ably complicated the problems
of servicing and maintaining
machines.

The same problems con-
fronted heavy equipment main-
tenance mechanics as  those
which badgered working vehicle
crews. They haunted salvage
dumps, improvised and invent-
ed. When the gasoline starter
engine on a D-T Caterpillar
tractor was hopelessly wrecked,
they rebuilt the electric starter
from a wrecked AC tractor and
adapted it to the “cat”. A State-
side machine shop or perhaps
even the Caterpillar Company,
would say “it can’t be done.” It
was done, and the tractor func-
tioned every day thereafter.
The shop needed an arbor press
badly. The men took the ecyl-
inder from an abandoned
“dozer”, a hydraulic jack, some
odds and ends from the salvage
dump and, presto with help




from  other Transportation
shops, there was a press with a
60-ton squeeze.

Lubrication of all this equip-
ment was also fraught with
many handicaps. The depart-
ment maintained a grease rack
at the transportation center and
serviced vehicles and equipment
in the field by means of a com-
pletely-equipped truck. The de-
partment had a poliey of lubri-
cating a little more frequently
and thoroughly than was recom-
mended by the manufacturer
which paid dividends in credit,
shared with other departments,
for the excellent condition of
equipment when it was left be-
hind at Manus. A have-not unit
at the outset, the lubrication
division evolved into a well-
equipped part of the depart-
ment, It also included tire serv-
ice.

Too much cannot be said con-
cerning the effective functioning
of the various shops attached
to the Transportation Depart-
ment. Welders and blacksmiths
made tools to fit the require-
ments of mechanics, constructed
miles of culverting and flumes
from de-headed gasoline and
fuel drums — even built an oven
for the battalion hakers out of
a pontoon. Cable men kept the
_ wheels turning during malaria
= ; control when light cable, hest

o E to be had at that time, kept
ot : . : snapping under the strain of
\A_,_. o stream ﬂf“] swamp (,"h“:”'ll“('(‘.
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placement parts, altered others
to fit the jobs, repaired type-
writers and other precision
equipment, These shops made
themselves indispensable to the
battalion in innumerable ways.

The history of the Transpor-
tation Department has thus
been written by the men them-
selves. The outstanding work

. record of the 63rd NCB, with-
out doubt, could not have heen
achieved without the sturdy and
dependable service rendered by
men who loved to keep machin-
ery running smoothly. They de-
served the new equipment pro-
vided for the Philippine joh.




SUPPLY AND SHIP’S SERVICE

L(');\'G before the speedy but
sloppy sea-slut, the SS. MorMac-
Port, shivered. shook, and
shoved from her Port Hueneme
dock, the 63rd Supply Depart-
ment was up to its ears in busi-
ness — the vital business of
providing food, drink, clothing
— even haircuts and trouser
hems — to men of the battalion,

The storekeepers were glad
to be summoned from that siege
in replacement pool and as-
signed to the battalion in Decem-
her 1942, The fivst supply officer,
Ensign, later Lt. William H.
Hermes, joined the battalion 15
February 1943, and rapidly or-
ganized work in the galley,
supply rooms, tool room, and
Supply Office. All but two of the
supply crew took embarkation
leaves at Gulfport.

That little game of hide and go
seek, played with fellow trav-
elers at the Fijis affected the
Supply Department just about
the same as other units of the
battalion. The equipment loaded
and ear-marked on departure
from Hueneme just wasn’t there
in many cases when Guadalcanal
was reached. For one thing,
where in thunder did the bakers’
oven go?

The gap was plugged by
sending bakers over to the 14th
NCB camp to work nights get-
ting the “staff of life” ready for
the hungry 63rd the next day.
Meanwhile, the rest of the
hakers went into a huddle with
welders  around a  dock-type
pontoon. What emerged was
like a dream from Rube Gold-
herg — an oven made from a
pontoon! But, boy, did it work?
Ask anyone who ate the bread,
‘ake and pies which were soon
turned out. That oven remained
in use until the real McCoy was
found on Manus, It was the envy
of many another unit and the
design was copied several times
by envious bakers. Yep, and the
hakers used bread pans made
from 5-gallon tins and dough
troughs fabricated from the
longitudinal halves of 55-gallon

fuel drums.

For another thing, the hauling
of supplies and provisions to
that Tetere Beach camp re-
quired a round trip of 40 miles
and plenty of leg work around
the camp but those *“three
squares” were on the line every
day, come rain, shine, or more
rain.

The tool room always fune-
tioned with efficiency, making
every effort to procure, protect
and maintain vital small equip-
ment in the best manner pos-
sible. The same can he said for
the Ship’s Store, Clothing and
Small Stores and GSK depart-
ments in all phases of the bhat-
talion’s travels in the Pacific.

The tribulations of the com-
missary department were ex-
tensive and varied. The great
trouble was that these tribula-
tions were reflected to the men
of the battalion only by what
was set before them to eat. It
was impossible for them to
know, for example, that trouble
was being experienced with gal-
ley equipment; that the reason
they were offered so many meals
of canned meat, beans, chili and
similar concoctions was not be-
cause the cooks had a grudge
against humanity but hecause
there was no other food avail-
able.

Many of the cooks were phi-
losophers enough to realize that
a certain percentage of a group
of 1000 men would not like the
food even if it was procured,
prepared and served in the
arand manner of the Astorbilt-

rs >
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Wiltshire but even they were
comforted at the sight of the
loudest “gripers” stowing away
enough food for two men. Say
this for the cooks: “They could
take it!” They had to!

While on the subject of food,
let’s pay some tribute to the
gang in the electrical and vefrig-
eration departments who kept
flowing the electric power so
vital to the comfort of men and
the preservation of their food.

They provided refinements
beyond the erdinary essentials
of life in the tropics, too. When-
ever possible, tents were lighted
and power was available for

movies and recreational activi-
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ties. Remember the night bas-

kethall games, the ice cream
freezers, cold heer and “coke,”
unknown to the ordinary GI
Joes who sweated out their
ordeal in the tropics. The bat-
talion owes a lot to its elec-
tricians and reefer experts.

Also roughly classed with de-
partments rendering service to
the battalion as a whole were
the Tin Shop and Paint Shop,
including those illustrious mast-
ers of the sign painters’ art,
Wasem and Slater. The metal-
smiths performed valuable work
for all departments; the painters
brightened up the interiors of
all buildings and decorated our
home-made traveling cases: the
sign painters built good will
and respect for the 63rd in many
ways with their bright and amus-
ing handiwork.

The cobbler shop was always
busy, half-soling. repairing and
returning worn shoes to service.
Many a victim of Small Stores
where only two sizes, too large
and too small, were obtainable,
was made the least hit more
human-looking by skillful al-
terations performed in the bat-
talion tailor shop.

Here’s a note on that much-

maligned Small Stores set-up:
Seabee: “Omne pair of dun-

garees, matey. I'd prefer some-

thing too small if you have it.”

Storekeeper: “Believe 1 have
just what you want. The waist
will be a trifle small but the
extra trouser length can he used
to piece in the waist. I want you
to know that’s the last of such
a good fit. You're lucky.”

Seabee: “Gee, thanks! I sure
appreciate that.”

.‘\ S(‘Ei])(‘(‘ ]]ilrl]('l'.‘ill()l] was a
wonderful place wherever lo-
cated. Even operating at night
in Camp Peary heads, the sent-
tlebutt ebbed and flowed, with
emphasis on the flow. The twa
original barbers were soon in-
stalled in a regular shop. how-
ever, but still used their own
equipment. The 15-cent price
was much more reasonable than
any of the men had heen paying
as civilians so they figured on
one a week, little realizing that
there were 1100 men of the same
notion. Oh. well, the Battalion
Welfare Fund really traveled in
high gear for a while.

On Guadaleanal, the harbers
had GI tools hut solid wooden
chairs ahsolutely inadaptable to
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the “too longs and too shorts”
in the battalion. So Red and
Rudy, snatching a jeep seat here
and an airplane pilot’s seat
there, a couple of hydraulic
jacks, and with the aid of a ship-
fitter, welded up two “ultra-
modern” elevating and revolv-
ing barber chairs,

While in no sense a division
of the Supply or Ship’s Service
Departments, the quiet and al-
ways efficient service rendered to
the welfare and morale of the
hattalion by the Post Office can-
not be over-emphasized.

Throughout the life of the
battalion, postal clerks, censors
and other functionaries of the
department worked hard and
efficiently, not only to deliver
words of encouragement and
love from home but also to
speed departing letters on their
way.

Little can he said of or by the
hattalion Censor Board. The
members of this group had a
difficult assignment. They han-
dled it with tact and speed under
the direction of Chief Keegan.

To all the men of all these
departments can he applied the
same expression of Seahee serv-

ice: “Can Do. Will Do — Did.”




DISBURSING OFFICE

THE dishursing office

know that place where you went
to find out about your pay —
the place where one officer and

you

seven men spent so much time
trying to figure out a way to gyp
you out of some money? It was
also the place where so many
lost their MAQ — we're sorry,
did you hear that one? At the
dishursing office any one could
freely express opinion as to just
how SNAFU things really were.
Bet you never heard anything
around the D.O. about your
right index finger, now did you?
But after all, the disbursing
office
much more pleasant than those

had many experiences
mentioned and it played a vital
part in the activities of the hat-
talion.

About the time the battalion
reached Camp Peary, Ensign
Glenn E. Whitaker was ordered
to duty as the senior Supply
officer. He was the only one until
February when Ensign William
H. Hermes joined the happy
family. About this time Chief
Juror G. Ingle was assigned to
the battalion from replacement,
and for a time it looked as
though these three would be the
entire forece. However, when the
65th NCB was broken up there
seemed to he more storekeepers
than ever could be needed. Al-
most the entire group of 65th
personnel  was
the 63vd

the hattalion broke hont.

supply corps

transferred to when

The first real work came when
the accounts were taken up from
Central Disbursing Office near
the end of February. Before this
accounts had been

lime the

handled on a “production line”
basis by CDO. Few will forget
the pay day held 28 February
1943. It was paid with Com-
mander Trenholme’s money, but
Ensign Whitaker was the re-
sponsible officer and that $§50,000
didn’t look like hay to him. The
next day for pay was held at
Gulfport and that time the dis-
bursing officer was really wor-
ried. He came back from leave
with a bad case of mumps with
Ports-
mouth prison swelling as well as

visions of hiz term at

other things.

Probably the only time the
dishursing office was really im-
portant was during the brief
stay in Hueneme, With only 60
miles separating the battalion
from Hollywood and all it stood
for, there were hundreds of re-
quests for special money and
vou can bet nobody missed a
regular pay day. Some of the
excuses for asking for the gpecial

monies were rich. They ranged

all the way from the old “dead
erandmother” plea to the fellow
who wanted money because his
wife was going to have a haby.
When asked when his wife ex-
pected the baby he replied, “1
don’t know, she never will un-
less I get this money™.

When the time came to leave
the States the disbursing officer
could no longer call on base
officers for pay money so the
Government found a nice new
safe for the 63rd. Ensign Whi-
taker went to Oxnard and cashed
a check for a good portion of a
million the
trouble began. Ensign Whitaker,

dollars and then
being single, did not like the
yoke of matrimony around his
neck, even though it involved
only an iron safe, looked around
that hen-pecked
“Stinky” Davis, so
Stinky married that safe! (Who
wouldn’t get married for that

and noticed

look on

much money?) He should have
heen able to buy the MorMac-
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Port for that ameunt but it was

far from worth it. Down to
“upper-between” in old No. 4
went the safe and it wasn’t such
a swell place to take a bride.
From there every man in the
battalion rececived a §5 pay on
20 May, regardless of the size of
the fine he was paying as a re-
sult of those binges in Holly-

wood.

When it hecame evident that
the 63rd was in that Fiji harbor
for the duration, the disbursing
office attempted to start func-
tioning. There was a little room
next to the Ship’s Store, 8 x 10,
in which the office was set up.
Everything was fine for three
days when it was decided to
move over on the USS. LaSalle,
that Palace of the Rich. Of
course opening up equipment
and records for three days. only
to move again was a pleasure
reserved for storekeepers only.
An added bit of fame engulfed
the D.O. hoys when they were
bhorrowed by Supply to help
count the 18,273 bars of candy
(5¢) 1,471,941

which were damaged in chang-

and cigarettes

ing ships.

For several months the
bright spots in the dishursing
office were pay days at Cape
Esperance; Ed Sennish with his
little poultry farm and those
delicious dinners made for gala
occasions, On one trip the glove
box of the jeep was filled with
candy and cakes bought at an
Army PX. Upon getting back to
the office the
shortage of nearly $5000. After
hours of search it was suggested

cash showed a

that the jeep be inspected. The
jeep had been turned back to
Transportation and was on an-
other trip! When it came back

the glove hox was empty as far
as candy and cakes were con-
cerned but there was a bundle
of crisp new five dollar hills!
Aven’t some people lucky?

Shortly after
Guadalcanal from New Zealand,

returning  to

the Skipper received informa-
tion from BuPers that Mr.
Whitaker was being relieved
and a new dishursing officer was
on the way. Ensign Storer ar-
rived and although he had a
clan of “rebel” storekeepers to
put up with he immediately he-
came very popular with them
and all other members of the
battalion.

Eight more storekeepers join-
ed the battalion on Guadalcanal
when Casual Draft 2234 arrived
and the D.O. was increased by
another member who later was
overcome by the rigors of the
climate.

The D.O. has done as best it
could to be a part of the service
the 63rd. To all
hands it has given pleasant as-

function of

sistance. To this end we trust
all hands will always remembher
that pay days were regular and
frequent.
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MEDICAL AND DENTAL

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

i ‘ ORK was the keynote of the 63rd NCB’s
Medical Department almost from the moment
it was organized on 7 December 1942, We all
remember those physical examinations, of
course, and a good many of us remember the
colds, cat Tever and assorted other ailments
which pestered personnel in those first hectic
days. The medics and corpsmen labored late
and long with inadequate facilities to treat
the ailing. Besides respiratory troubles there
were two cases of spinal meningitis.

The department was put to the test again
soon after arrival on Guadalcanal when dysen-
tery disabled many men and taxed ward facili-
ties to the utmost before the condition was
relieved. Malaria patients were numerous,
also, in the first phases of the battalion’s over-
seas history.

Corpsmen became progressively more pro-
ficient through courses of study and practice
preseribed by the Naval Bureau of Medicine
and Surgery. Problems encountered in the
treatment of tropical diseases, especially
dermatitis and similar infections, were solved
as rapidly as possible and the men kept in as
sood health as possible at all times.

DENTAL DEPARTMENT

H."\ NDICAPPED by lack of time, the 63rd
Dental Department was unable to undertake
complete dental rehabilitation of all person-
nel hefore embarkation as is the case with
seneral service men, The work was confined

largely to emergencies hefore the hattalion
embarked.

When the new dental apparatus was in-
stalled on Guadaleanal, however, some restor-
ative work was accomplished while prosthetic
cases were referred to other activities pos-
sessing laboratory facilities. After commis-
sioning, approximately 200 restorations per
month were made and an average of 30 teeth
extracted per month.

Treatments for paradentosis and gingivitis
were very numerous. Each patient reporting
for treatment was instructed in dental and
oral hygiene to keep mouth ailments at a
minimum.




SAWMILL

UTIL]Z:\T]()N of parts from three old and
badly worn sawmills to construct one which
could be operated efficiently to mill 400,000
fbm. of lumber in three months, was the ac-
complishment of rugged Seabee lumbermen
of the 63rd Naval Construction Battalion on
Emirau Island,

Problems of construction and transporta-
tion of the heavy equipment over more than
6 miles of jungle trail were prodigious. Two
heavy tractors were required to move the mill
over the worst of the route. All timber for
setting up the plant was, of necessity, cut and
hewn by hand from the jungle. Early stages
ol operation were hampered by heavy rains
which turned roads into quagmires. Trucks
required more than an hour each way to
transport crews from camp to the mill site,

Situated as it was in the airfield area, the
mill processed heavy timber cut during clear-
ing operations for the airstrip. taxiways, and
hardstands. When production started in
carnest, three weeks after rveceipt of orvders,
90,000 feet of logs were in the yard. More
than 150,000 feet of timber was eventually

logged from the strip alone and sawing pro-
duction averaged approximately 1000 fhm.
per hour,

Work progressed in two shifts of six hours
cach, the mill being shut down for only one
day while a new carriage was constructed.
The original 48-inch saws were inadequate for
the size of the logs being milled in many cases
but eventually one 54-inch saw and a 60-inch
hardwood saw were procured which speeded
operations considerably.

About six weeks hefore the 63rd NCB
moved from Emirau to Manus Island, opera-
tion of the mill was taken over hy CBMU 502,

Still under the dirvection of W. O, Hinklin,
the mill started operations early in the tour
of duty at the next location of the 63rd NCB
at Manus. Considerable delay was oceasioned
at times as the huge saws struck shrapnel or
bomb fragments imbedded in the logs. The
mill was able to average 10.000 fbm. in an
8-hour day, however. On several occasions at
Manus as much as 15,000 fbm. were milled
in a single day. The mill produced 966,668
board feet during its operations on Manus.
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PERSONNEL

THE 63rd NCB was commissioned 1 March
1043 with 27 officers and 1082 enlisted person-
nel. When it departed for overseas duty there
were 1059 enlisted men on the muster.

Losses by transfer were partially made up
by receipt of 100 men from Casual Draft 2234
at Gudadcanal 14 March 1944 and by 25 men
from Casual Draft 2275 who joined the bat-
talion when on Emirau 26 June 1944. On 28
February 1945 when the hattalion was ready
to leave Manus, enlisted personnel totaled

936.

A survey conducted hy the Historvical Ree-
ords Department on Emirau and Manus re-
vealed interesting statistics on men of the bat-
talion. For example, it disclosed that the
average age of the 914 men who returned
questionnaires was 30.4 years,

Facts gleaned from the survey also revealed

that 491 men, or 54 per cent of those who
filled out gquestionmaires were married. Of

that total 307 men, or 62 per cent ol the mar-
ried men were fathers.

Men who attended high school numbered
385 or 42 per cent. Of the 118 men who at-
tended college (13 per cent), 13 earned col-
lege or universily degrees.

Twenty men were foreign born and 110, or
12 per cent, had experienced previous mili-
tary service,

Sixty per cent of the men who returned
queslionnaires gave Protestant denominations
as their religious preferences. Of the re-
mainder, the great majority were Catholics
with a sprinkling of Hebrew and other faiths.

Four enlisted men rose to the rank of

warrant officer, They ave: H. L. Arnold, C. C.
Carpenter, W. J. Bashaw and R. W. Hinklin.

These men were transferred to the United
States for commission purposes: A. R. Carter.,
W. C. Harbour, F. W. Michalski, N. A.
Wilson.




ONCE WAS NOT ENOUGH

N() history of the 63rd NCB could he
complete without reference to members who
were veterans of the first World War. This
patriotic coterie of men who swore “never
again” alter the Armistice proved. however.
to be like proverbial fire horses: The hell
rang and the ficht was on!

To those veterans goes much eredit for pro-
viding the balance so necessary in an organ-
ization of this sort, especially in its early
days. While Seabee hattalions do not profess
to be military units in the strictest sense of
the word, the previous service and experience
of these men was an important factor in the
somewhat limited basic training, providing
“wheelhorses”™ at  times when confusion
threatened.

From the Officer in Charge down, the
roster of these officers and men reads like
a League of Nations roll call. Besides mem-
bers of the United States armed forces, our
Allies of the past and most recent war are
well represented — the latter proving by
their service their loyalty to an adopted
nation,

Included in the list will be found names
of men who distinguished themselves in
hattle, receiving some of the highest honors
their nations had to bestow. Others have an-
swered the Last Roll Call, while on duty
with the battalion or after survey. These we
salute as the Honored Dead.

An effort has heen made to include every
veleran of World War 1 who served with the
hattalion sinece its inception. Some have left
the unit via survey or transfer and in some
cases it may be that important information
is lacking, Any such errors or omissions are
sincerely regretied.

The list of World War I veterans follows:

Frank J. Highleyman, Commander (CEC)
USNR: Service with British Army 1917-719
in England, France, ltaly, India, and Mes-
opotamia. Holds Victory and British Active
Service Medals.

Lieut. W. J. Elliott (CEC) USNR: De-
stroyer service with U. S. Navy 1917-720.
Holds Victory and Good Conduct Medals,

Chief Warrant Officer James Greenshields:
Service with British Royal Engineers 1914-719,
One of the famous “0ld Contemptibles,” Mr.
Greenshields served in Scotland, with the
B. E. F. in France and Belgium and was later
attached to French and Belgian artillery
units. Holds the Mons Star (1914) and the
Victory and British Active Service Medals.

Warrant Officer R. W. Brown: U. S. Navy
service 1915-20 in Vera Cruz, China and
Japan. Holds Vietory. Mexican and Good
Conduet Medals.

ENLISTED MEN
(Alphabetical List)

Stark Allen, CEM: U. S. Marine Corps

service 191317 in U. S. A., Mexico., Haiti,
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and Cuba. U. S. Army 1920-21 at Ft. Logan.
Holds Mexican, Haitian, Cuban and Victory
Medals. One son, Lt. (jg) Albert R. Allen is
in Naval Service. Another son. Richard B.
Allen, served in a Marine Air Seclion.

Robert Bleier. CEM: U. S, Army service
191421 with China Expeditionary Force and
the AEF in France. Holds Silver Star, Purple
Heart, two Meritorious Service Citations,
Divisional Citation. Vietory Medal with four
stars and Good Conduct Medal.

Lee Chaney, BMle: U. S. Navy service
afloat 1917-°18. Hoelds Victory Medal.

Frank Dean, CMM: U, S. Navy service al
Great Lakes 1917221, Holds Vietory and
Good Conduct Medals.

L. G. Denny, CCM: U. S. Navy service at
Great Lakes, Bremerton Navy Yard and
afloat 1917-°20. Holds Victory Medal.

E. B. Doyle, CBM: U. 5. Army service al
Camp Wood 1918. Holds Victory Medal.

Paul Fallon, CBM: Service with U. S. Mer-
chant Marine afloat, 1917-718. Holds Victory
Medal.

W. E. Flach, CCM: U. S, Navy service al
Great Lakes, Philadelphia Navy Yard, Eng-
land, France and Ireland 1918-21. Holds
Victory, Good Conduct and AEF Medals,
Son, W. E. Flach, Jr., served in U, S. Naval
Submarine Service,

E. G. Giltner, Sp(M)2c: U. S. Navy ser-
vice 1917-19 at Grealt Lakes and Atlantic
Fleet. Original member of Sousa’s Navy
Band. Present at surrender of German High
Seas Fleet, 21 November 1918. Hold Victory
and Good Conduct Medals.

C. E. Givenrod, CCM: U, S. Army service
1917-°19 at  Jefferson Barracks, Fremont.
Calif., Ft. Sill, AEF in France. Holds AEF
and Victory Medals. A son, C. C. Givenrod.
was a homber pilot in the USAAF.

Paul F. Henrickson, CCM: U. 8. Navy
service 198121 at Bremerton Navy Yard and
afloat. Holds Vietory and Good Conduct
Medals.

George V. Hillock, CBM: U. S, Army
service 1917-20 with AEF in France. Holds
Victory Medal with three stars and Goad
Conduct Medal.

Casimer Hoinacke, Ptrle: U, S. Navy ser-
vice 1918-22 at Great Lakes, Newport News
and afloat. Holds Victory and Good Conduct
Medals. A son, Raymond Hoinacke. served
with the Army.

Ira C. Howard, CM2¢: U. 5. Army service
1918, Held Victory Medal. Died on being
evacuated from Guadalcanal.

F. M. Jaskola, MM3c: U. S. Army service
191719 at Ft. Lincoln, Camp Green. AEF
in France. Holds Vietory and AEF Medals.

Thomas Keegan, CCM: U. 5. Navy service
1918-19 at Newport Naval Station and Bos-
ton. Holds Victory Medal.

E. R. Kilbride, CBM: R.0O.T.C. 1915-"18.




U. S. Navy 1918-20 at Great Lakes. Holds
Victory and Good Conduct Medals,

V. V. Kimery, SF2e: U, S, Army service
1918-"19 at Fr. Mead. Holds Victory Medal.

C. O. Korstad, S¥F3c: U. S, Army service
1915-°21 with AEF in France. Holds Purple
Heart, Victory Medal and AEF Medal. Son
in U. S. Navy, daughter in WAC.

William Kruize, CMlec: Service with
French Navy 1917718 at sea.

George H. Kugler, MMle: U. S. Navy ser-
vice 1917-°21 at Great Lakes and with Atlantic
Fleet. Holds Victory and Good Conduct
Medals,

Charles A. Lang, SC2¢: U. S. Army service
1918-"19 in France. Holds Victory Medal.

John Lucey, GM2c: U. S. Army service
1918-"19 at Camp Devens, Camp Upton, AEF
in France. Holds Victory Medal.

John R. McConkey, SF2¢: U, S. Army 1916-
19, AEF in France. U. S. Navy service, Cuba,
Holds Victory and Good Conduct Medals.

E. P. Malloy, MM2c: N. Y. National Guard
service 1917-’18. U. S. Navy 1919-22 with
Asiatic and Atlantic Fleets. Holds Victory
Medal.

Thomas Marsden, CSF: U. S. Army service
1917-°20 in Mexico. Holds Mexican and Vie-
tory Medals.

R. J. Mullaney, CBM: U, S. Navy service
1918-"21 at Great Lakes and afloat. Holds Vie-
tory and Good Conduct Medals.

Russell B. Nichols, MMlc: U. S. Army ser-
vice 191719 with AEF in France. Holds
Purple Heart, Victory and AEF Medals.

R. P. O'Donahue, SF3c: U. S. Army ser-
vice 191720 at Ftr. George Wright, Ft. Den-
ning, England and with AEF in France.
Cited by former Secretary of War Newton

D. Baker and General Allen. Youngest top
sergeant in U. S. Army, Holds Victory and
AEF Medals.

Harold D. Rosendale, SFle: U. S. Navy
service 191720 at Great Lakes and afloat.
Held Vietory and Good Conduet Medals.
First 63rd NCB man to die on foreign soil
(Guadalcanal) .

R. E. Skinner, CEM: U. S. Navy service
1917-20 at Great Lakes and afloat. Holds Vie-
tory and Good Conduct Medals.

W. T. Sloan, BMle: Canadian Army ser-
vice 191417 with CEF in France. Service
afloat with Canadian Navy 1917-19. Holds
1914-"15 Medal, Victory and British Aective
Service Medals,

L. W. Stephenson, CMM: U. 8. Army ser-
vice 1917-20 at Jefferson Barracks, Fi. Sam
Houston, Camp Travis, Camp MecArthur,
England and France. Holds Victory Medal
with two stars, AEF and Army of Occupation
Medals.

W. J. Stoner, MM2¢: U. S. Army service
1917-°20 with AEF in France. Holds Victory
Medal with star,

Norbert Taylor, BMle: U. S. Army service
1918 a1 Camp Colt and Camp Dix. Holds
Victory Medal.

Roy G. A. Wasem, CPtr: U. S. Navy ser-
vice 1918-"19 at Great Lakes and afloat. Ori-
ginal member of Sousa’s Navy Band. Holds
Victory and Good Conduct Medals,

A. D. Wright, CM1c: British Royal Marines
service 1915-°20 with BEF in France and with
Atlantic Fleet. Present at surrender of Ger-
man High Seas Fleet 21 November, 1918,
Holds Vietory and British Active Service
Medals,
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Hay Palmrer
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63rd U. S. N. CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

ROSTER OF PERSONNEL

Arnold, Howard L.
Bashaw, William J.
Bates, Charles F.
Bliffe:1, Wesley P.
Brown, John Wm.
Brown, Rofus Wm,
Burger, Walter D..
Burgess, Roy A,
Carpenter, Charles C.._.
Chesser, Thomas M.
Chloupek, Wm. V.
Devon, Leon E.
Doheney, Joseph E.
Eden, Edwin W., Jr,
Elliott, William .
Gillette, Robert S,

OFFICER

Giordano, Hamlet R, -

Greenshields, James

Hall, John H..

Hartman, Walter Reese

Hermes, William I
Highleyman, Frank
Hinklin, Ralph W.
Karsant, George D.
Kirk, James T,
Klepper, Howard S,
LaConte, George G. ..
Lovejoy, Richard F.
Lundquist, Amos T,
Lyons, Joseph Wm,
Martin, Ben M.
Mayfield, Tsane N.
MecCarthy, George L.
MeFarland, Wm. H.
MeGovern, Patrick J.
MecLaughlin, James W,
Newell, William H., Jr,
Parson, Arvvid I, .
Pearson, Clarence R.
Ruefl, Edward L.
Schurrer, Charles W,
Skrla, Thomas B,
Storer, James A,
Thompson, Wm. A,
Waring, Edward J.
Whitaker, Glenn E.
Collier, William P,
James, W, B,

PERSONNEL

3516 Lincoln Blvd., Omaha, Nel.

- 2271 E. 1lth Su, Flora, IIL

32 Homestead Ave., Trenton, N, I
1237 N. Ardmore Ave., Shorewood, Wis.
% Dr. R. C. Brown, Carmi, 111
.76 Bevy Court, Brooklyn, N, Y.
37410 Luke Shore Dr,, Chicago. Tl
L160-10 Sanford Ave., Flushing, N. Y.
v 2025 Polk St., San Francisco, Cal.
Star Route, Rawls, Texas

- Cohasset, Minn.

County Court Apts,, Media, Penna.

; Jenkintown, Penna.

244 Benner St., Highland Park, N, J.
Box 65, Falls Village, Conn,

. 3601 Mapleway Dr., Toledo, Ohio
1836 S. Hicks St., Philadelphia, Pa.

S 23 Ivy Road, Belmont, Mass,
21 Cirenit Rd.,, New Rochelle, N, Y.
Mohegan His,, Tuckahoe, N. Y.

21 Jeflerson St., Bradford, Penna.

Box 516 Ogallala, Nebr.

419 East Church St, Marion, Ohio
084 Harrison St,. San Franeisco, Cal,
2327 Goldsmith Rd., Houston, Texas
. 1543 Kingsway Rd. Baltimore, Md,
.25 Rungeley Road, Waltham, Mass.
812 Coventry Rd., Berkley, Calif.

118 Park St, Tronwood, Mich.

70 Penfield St., Roslindale, Mass.

P.O. Box 146, Leesburg, Ga.

2115 47th St., Galveston, Texas

506 Union Ave., Paterson, N. I

Tea Neck, N. 1.

277 Monticello Ave,, Jersey City. N. I.
1400 N. 3rd Ave., Fort Launderdale, Fla.
1407 Hillsboro St,, Raleigh, N. C.

2350 Cherry Ave., Salem, Oregon

696 3rd St., NE, Mason City, Towa
Edgar Star Route, Rolla. Mao.

16565 Pierson Ave., Detroit, Mich,
2305 Wentworth Ave.,, Houston, Texas
Rexford Place, Watertown, N. Y.

5804 Catherine St., Philadelphia, Pa.
109 Washington St., Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
...... 33 Depor St., Unadilla, N. Y.
8614 32nd St., N.E., Seattle 5, Wash.
16177 Wisconsin, Detroit 21, Mich.
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ENLISTED PERSONNEL
COMPANY A

Allen, Stark ...
Amyot, Willred A.
Anderson, Raymond C,
Anderson, Robert Wm.
Baker, John A,
Ball, Conrad S.. . "
Baltes, John N. ...
Banjoi, Adam B. .
Barton, Byron W
Basista, John J..
Buuer, Carl M. o b
Bnnmnnn Wilbert A.. ...

Beek, George P .

Ih,glr-) Buster B, .
Beard, Robert Harold
Bell, Sharon E...... ..
Benner, Henry
Berg, E]mer 7.
Bergh, Log W.
Biggs, Albert . ...
Black, ]nlmn) ; B S
Blum, Osear E. ...
Bollinger, Chester...
Bonham, Paul J. y
Borkowiez, Stanley A
Boron, Kenneth Edward
Bowen, Osear A, Jr.

Boyd, Robert A,

Braun, George J. . .
Brevik, Guonar J. .. ..
Brohst, Howard E.

Bureh, James €,

Burgess, Francis F.

Byrnes, Lawrence W,
Cahen, Gilbert H.
Cann, Johnnie
Canoles, Carl
Cantrell, James
Capen, Robinson
Caplan, Harry 1.
Carlson, Clarenvce L.
Carter, Charles A,
Carter, H. Richard
Cosh, Harry G, i
Caton, Robert L., .
Clark, Charles
Clements, Edgar D,
Cochean, Harry J.
Cook, Edgar L, .
Cook, Roy C. )
Corbett, Daniel J.
Curtin, Daniel A. . .
DuHarsh, Walter Frank
Daigre, Louis J.
Dallas, John J. ..

1Y Amico, Thomas 1),
Davis, Harry W,

Deun, Frank

Delap, Samuel R.
DeLuea, Edward
Denean, Felix J.

Denno, Alfred J.
Denton, Theodore R,
Dietrich, George V.,
Digabriece, Wi, Joseph
Dodds. Richard C.
Domalik, Andrew

i 1.0, Box 172,

120 Arter St, Topeka, Kansas

3 Silver S, Auburn, Mass,

11126 Normal Ave., Chicago. 111

1502 5. CIiff Ave., Sionx Falls, S. D.

126 E. State St., Granby, Mass,

e B ~Hinton. W. Va.

181 Benedict \\f" \urw.llk Ohio

2819 Wisconsin Ave,, Luul‘ Mo.
........... Wilkinsnﬂ. Ind,

319 Kent Ave.. Bridgeport, Conn,

1630 Adkins Ave., St Louis, Mo.

. 1810 Singleton St., Indianapolis, Ind.
9163 W. Hawthorne Ave., Milwaukee, Wis,
. Route 2, Winchester, Ky,

380 W, 16th St., Chicago. Il

Villa Riea, Ga.
16 8, 3rd St Niles, Michigan
. 653 N. Gramerey PL, Los Angeles, Calif.
1777 St. Anthony Ave., St Paul, Minn.
; 546 Elm S, Rockport, Ind.
5176 Kesington Ave.. St. Louis, Mao.

. 2025 Meyer Ave., Norwood, Ohio
8115 Reilly Ave.. St. Lonis, Mo.

. 3006 Burnside Ave,, St Joseph, Mo.
1116 W. Harrison Ave., Milwaonkee, Wis.
858 Rowland Ave., Canton, Ohio

6546 N, Camprell Ave.. Chicago, 111
357 Monroe St., Gary, Ind.

Fribault, Minn.

1520 Richton, Detroit, Mich.

5651 Mahonig Ave., Youngstown, Ohin
RR 3, Box 739, Indianapolis, Ind.

1617 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, Mass.
Dorehester, Towa

3411 E. 14th S, Cleveland, Ohio
Calvert City, Ky.

4605 Balboa S, San Francisco, Cal.
3230 E. Tth S, Kansas City, Mo.

112 Main St Winsted, Conn,

1126 Prospect Ave., Kansas City, Mn
11578 Lafayette Ave., Chicago, T

986 Bella PS., Memphis, Tenn.

20008 Liehfield, Deteoit, Mich.

R 5, Madison, Ind,

3239 Gladstone, Detrait, Mich

"lﬁ]'] Madison Ave., St Clair Shores. Mich.
1010 Wallace S, Vondergeift, Pa.

1302 English Ave., 'llr“llllllmlli!. Ind.
Ponea City, Okla.

11515 Beulah St Cleveland, Ohin
10N, Lockwood Ave, Chicago, 111,
623.90.35, Inactive

REFD 1. Box 153, Alexandria, La.

655 Arlington St, Tamaqua. Pa.

217 Bovden St “mm-urkvl it
10811 Loupurex, PO, Heidelberg, Pa.
3247 Cleveland, Des Moines, lTowa
1507 Goode Ave.. Knoxville, Tenn,

1315 Westminster St,, Providence, R, 1.
332 E. hth S, Monree, Mich.

15 North St, Essex Junction, Vi

232 Harrison Ave., Lancaster, Ohio
Trumbull, Neb.

2832 Hurrison Ave., Cineinnati, Ohio
Waitsfield, Vi
Fairmont, W, Va,

1021 Virginia Ave,,
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Doyle, Edward .

Drummond, Charles 17

Dudley, Tom W.
Elder, W, €. .
Elrod, Ralph G.
Emond, E. G.
Emrich, Edgar
Ernst, Glenn €.

Ertz, Joseph C.
Evans, Harold P
Farrell, Daniel V,
Favre, Arthur E,, Jr.
Federico, Don J.
Fisher, L. H

Fraze, Wm, E.
Gabriel, Floyd D.
Gardner, Ross [.
Gilmore, Marlowe M.
Ginnicks, Heber
Graves, R, S.

Gray, Harold :
l.lmnla.l;.m Melvin F.
Grossman, Michael L.
Guniher, Chauneey B.
Gwinn, Claude W.

Hagan, Vallie Jmepln. :

Hamilton, Reeve P.
Hanephin. James E,
Hayward, F. G.
Heald, Ralph W.

Hemond, Lucien J.

Henderson, Roger L. .

Hess, Fred W.

Hicks, Howard
Hillock, George V.
Himlinger, K. I,
Hirscher, A, G.
Holbrook, H. R.
Howell, Norris ...
Hughes, George L. ..
Hughes, William E.

Hyder, Harey B, ... o i

Tiams, Vineent M,
Irvine, John E.
Johnson, James W,
Johnson, Elmer 0.
Johnson, Johnnie H.
Karst, Maynard E,
Kearney, Harry B,
Kirchner, Elmer A,
Klauk, Norman 1.
Kruize, William
Kugler, George 11,
Lahner, Sherman A,
Lakosil, John G,
Landry, Elton P,
Leinninger, Arnold
Lessard, Robert ).
Lester, Louis

Libal, Averill W,
Little, Lester 1.
Llovd, Rohert 1, .
Locke, William H., Jr.
l,nvo J.m\u H.
Love, Phil M.
Lucey, John H,
Lutz, Walter H., Jr.
Macom, Ra_vmnnll
Maleom, Martin W.
Malley, Edward P.

1306 5. Fitzhugh st, Dallas, Texas

135 Samuel Ave., Pawtuckel. R. L

: .Brookhaven, Ga.

. Chenaultt, Ky.

=, . Box 1213, Monahans, Texas
1323 N.E. 5th S, Minneapolis, Minn.
_General Delivery, Caseyville, 11

....... Farina, 111

132 E. Cherry &1, Lancaster, Wis.

” R.l\en-\\ﬂml W. Va.

2110 Eleanor Ave.. St Paul. Minn.

. Box 145, Pass Rd.. Biloxi, Miss,

18 Gallup Ave., Cranston, R. 1,

d Bu’r\lm\ Mich,

]HZ G ]nvcrd.llc ‘\\L, T.6% Angeles t"h) Calif,
345 Shafer St., .r\llwm Ohio
P. 0. Box 251, Lelmnnn. Kan.
2708 Alpha “‘l' Lincoln, Neb.
136 S, Columibian Ave., Columbus, Ohio

; .Kooskia, Idaho

337 Hul;_u "-l Lectoria, Ohio

916 E. 5th St., Mite hell, So, Dak.

1107 W. 76th St., Chicagao, Il

7251 Studebaker Ave., Van Dyke, Mich.
T Garland St.. Memphis, Tenn.

405 E. Jefferson St., Springfield, 111

. RE.D. No. 3, Lenoir City, Tenn.

139 Alsobrook =1, Kirkwood, Mo,

i 6 Eaton Ave., Hamilton, Ohio
....... 317 Riehl S, Waterloo, Towa
856 Central Ave., Pawtucket, R, 1.

157 Garbield Ave., Valparaiso, Ind.

1328 S, 2nd St., St Louis, Mo,

Hayward, Ky,

015 Warwick Ave., Chicago, T11

1114 Delaware Ave., Detroit, Mich,

) Shakopee, Minn,
130 N. Spruce St., Montebello, Calif.

186 W. Earl Ave., Youngstown, Ohio

722 So. 9th St.. Hamilton, Ohio

2556 Corbin Ave, Melvindale, Mich,
Limeston, Tenn.

|ll"l" \ Jar! l\'\llll St., Clinton, TI1,

Naval Prov. Ground, Dahlgren, Va.

New Harmony, Ind,

3409 Towa St., Chicago, T11

Route No, 1, Austin, Minn.

3939 Saginaw Trail, Pontiae, Mich,

1088 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles, Calil,
143 N. Spring St., Louisville, Ky

1135 W, Meinecke Ave,, Milwaukee, Wis,
1845 No. Crawford Ave., Chicago, 111
4953 Fulton St., Chicago, T11.

522 N. MceComb S, Valentine, Neh.,
3320 S Clinton Ave., Berwyn, 111
Deleambre, La

12115 Lansdowne St Detroit, Mich,

.. Grand Rapids, Minn,

1710 Shepherd Drive, Houston, Texas

: Coleman, Wis.

— o Welman, Texas
151114 Commonwealth Ave., Los Angeles, Cal,
Route 1, Shamrock, Texas

1398 West Pine S1., St Louis, Mo,

115 N, Chestnut St,, Hrl':-lu“‘ Okla.

34 \"'(:nl and St \"nrrl-.-&lvr, Mas .

601 Hobart St Michigan City, Ind.

831 E. 8th Si,, Liule Rock, Ark.

Route 1, M1, Solon, Va,

109 West 53rd St New York City
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Maly, Otto F..
Mayer, Paul W, .
MeGowan, John, Jr.
Melton, A. C.
Michaud, Armuml A
Miller, Charles R

Miller, Seott F.......... '

Moen, Bert R,
Moher, John F. .

Montwheler, “'n} ne Wadsworth

Moore, William H.....
Moarell, Harry P..
Muleh, Wavne L.

Murphy. Owen Edward

Myers, Hugh W,
Nelson, Gordon E
Nogle, Roben E,
Nowakoski, Thomis
Nunnery, William R.
Oberender, Dale T..
O'Brien, L, E,. .

0’Connell, George A...

Oldfield, Franklin P.
Olson, Earl Kenneth
Parise, Joseph T.
Parksan, Jack F.
Patterson, Ray D.
Patton, G. F..
Percifield, W, e
Peterson, Harold A,
Picolet, Frank C
Ponnwitz, Alfred F, .
Preneta, Fred J. ...

Pursell, Peter H........

Quam, Conrad 1.
Quist, Reno -
Reed, Sheldon L.
Regal, Robert Evans
Rego, Louis B.
Reilly. Andrew J.
Rice, Thomas B.
Richard, Robert R,
Richards, Ray S.
Richardson, Clyde
Rockwell, Frank
Rogers, Roy A.. .

Roberts, William 1

Robinson, E. B. .
Rugtiv, Richard L.
Russell, Gervaise
Ryan, John J.
Sazima, Robert A,
Schmidt, Herbert L.
Schuliz, Leonard J.
Sehweitzer, Roger
Shafiell. Roben J.
Shattnek, Albert F.
Shiflet. Laurenee .
Simonsen, Michael
Shater, 1. R,

Sloan, James 1.
Smith, Basil 1,
Smith, William €,
Sparks, Rufus 11,
Soaulding, Julins .
Spencer, AV,
Stanley, William V.,
Stolt, John G,
Stottlemyer, E, L.
Strand, Erie

e 2637 S. 12th 5t St Louis, Mo,
v 1639 Mahan Ave., Bronx, N. Y.
619E Savannah Ave., Detroit, Mich,

........................ 3215 Fielder St. . Tampa, Fla.
R .66 Covle Ave., Pawtucket, R. 1.
............ - Jamestown, Ohin
346 E. Indianola Ave., \olmgslm\n, Ohio
et 7177 Whittaker St., Detroit, Mich.

14910 Southampton Ave.. !)elroil. Mich.

419 N. Sheridan Rd., Waukegan, 111
v 206 W, Eureka, Champaign, 111
106115 Norwaod Ave,, Toledo, Ohio

Grass Valley, Cal,

: _..Stanford, TIL

Route 1, Lowellville, Ohin

i 1118 Edgerton St., St. Paul, Minn,
H== 702 Summit Ave. East, St. Louis, 1L
....... 357 Berea St., Berea, Ohio

208 MeSwain St., Hallieshurg, Miss,
1026 Hanley St., Boone, Towa

S _Route 2, Winslow, 111
1134 (‘Imrrh Evun«lun Tlinois

: vvie.. Brownsville, Neb,
......... 0 hlppew:l Falls, Wis,
. Box 39, Independence, La.
i Arm, Miss.
2023 37th St. .. Des Maoines, Towa

1730 Gladstone Ave., Windsor, Ont., Canada
1444 Pearl St., Columbus, Ind.

Dayton Bluff. Sta. Ru, St. Paul, Minn,

1205 No. Jackson St., Topeka, Kansas

31 Edison Ave., Nutley, N. .

11 Stuart St., Pawtucket, R. 1.

330 East Seont S, Youngstown, Ohio

.. 300 No. Page S, Stoughton, Wis,

lﬂl? Baxter St. SE, Grand Rapids, Mich.

= Castle Hill, Maine

10‘{. N. Main St,,

105 E. Water St., Taunton, Mass,

81 Union St, Westfield, Mass.

Northport, Alabama

1862 MeDougall, Detroit, Mich,

Route 1. Box 500, Duluth, Minn.

YMCA, Massillon, Ohio

1019 Michigan St., Toledo, Ohio

Holden, Mo,

189 Lacleoe St., Memphis, Tenn.

1315 29th Ave., Guliport, Miss,

2231 9th .)\n-.. Oukland, Calif.

1408 N.E. 25th St., Oklahoma City, Okla.

16 Peach Ave., Providence, R. I.

3770 W, 133rd St Cleveland, Ohio

3109 Morrison, Houston, Texas

1321 E. Maryvland Ave., Si. Paul, Minn.

217 Grant St. Fr. Thom: as, Ky,

6 Equality Park PL. Newport, R. 1,

101 Coniston Ave., Waterbury, Conn,

3106 S, Meridian St.. Youngstown, Ohio
1900 Riverside Ave., Minneapolis. Minn,
2517 Portland Ave., Louisville. Kv.

Route 1, Areadia, Mich,

836 \\mt]lrﬂp \\l: Revere, Muss.

Lake Wilson, Minu.

Trem, Texas

Ean Claire, Wis
lc-ﬂ'(-l son City, Mo,
Marshall, Mo,

7 North Aldine, Elgin, 111
Route 7, Anderson, Tnd,
Seandia, Minn,

Rnuto

Rittman, Ohio

601 ﬂt'lllm..cr St



Streb, William J. b T s b TS bt i 408 Fulton Rd., Canton, Ohio
Sucher, Bernard C. i e R e e 2488 Seegar Ave,, Cincinnati, Ohio
Suchoeki, Paul P, T ey A A oy 667 Forsythe Ave, Calumet City, Ind.

Suhr, Alfred F. . L 2655 Palmer St., Milwaukee, Wis.
Tenopir, Raymond J. 5 R.F.D. 2, Dorchester, Neb.
Thompson, G, 205 S, Bth S, Wilmington, N. C.
Tinsley, Roy E.................. - 405 Wayne Ave., Crawfordsville, Ind,
Trealals, Julion ... ... ... 2471 Hutchinson St., Chicago, I1L
Trueman, Raymond E. ... 95 Decatur Rd., Portsmouth, N. H,
Vun de Venter, Tolphus. . Louisville, hy.

Yogt, Myron, Jr.........ccommiii R 11009 Avenue “D” , Chicago, 111
Walezak, William Wi oo ssssseeenes s 2218 N. a..ml S, W lll.l\\‘llﬂ'-.l Wis.
Wall, Ralph E.............oncomnvs 113 S. President, Jackson, Miss.
Watkins, J. M........ e T e i Sanford, Fla.
Weedman, D. E._ ... b Bl Wehbster City, lowa
Weigle, Charles B e Ser P - : : 4025 Seyburn Ave., Detroit, Mich.

Westling, Norman W.. ... i s e U0 10EE: Aves S, ankln-‘. Minn,
Whalen, Joe . .. e G i ; Sl Dickens, Towa
Whrelcr Joseph €, i 'HG W est Elm, Tyler, Texos

White, Jn]m L1226 W, 72nd St., Chieago, 111,
White, Willie H.... ... . P’y im— ol 206 W. State St., Geneva, 111,
Whitman, Waler L. - T 410 N, 29th St., Louisville, Ky.
Whitten, Leonard B Coon Rapids, Towa
Williams, Gunnar A. v ; ‘ 7 1510 Berwyn Ave., Chicago, 11
Williams, George S, . : 3551 2hth Ave. S, Minneapolis, Minn.
Williford, James J. et e S N A Pope. Miss,
WIISI)I'I. E F ...... il enke . . 5 SEPREE RPN 512 Parkwood -\\l'. \'unng.-iu\\'n Ollin

Wilson, T R S O SRR 2y
Wmm.r Henry F....

_Main and Columbia Rd., Almsted ¥ a)s, Ohin

Wilkmmki, LAY A o R iy e I e 5111 ()rh.,l n, Detroit, Mich,
Wohlt, Thomas G, ... ... . R R Hermann, Mo,
Wolf, Norman R............. S A 2H"H Cheltenhiam Rd., Toledo, Ohio
Worf, Wallace E. - ; 1827 Adams St Toeledo, Ohio
Worland, Bernard A. 1153 Stste St, Vincennes, Ind.
Wray, Earl PR 118 W, 3rd St., Ashtabuly, Ohio
Wright, A, D. .. Oakland, Towa
Yerington, R. A, West Liberty, Towa

Zein, Bernard R, - = 326 N. 8th St., La Crosse, Wis,
Zicknhr, Allen P, ¥ b gess i i 35 IJum:-ls Elgin, 11

COMPANY B

Allen, Bernard C. ... : 115 Carvey Ave., Erlanger. Ky,
Anderson, Robert C. 115 Pitman PL. Baltimore, Md
Apelt, Rohert W, i g 3752 —1mh Ave. s, Minneapolis, Minn,
Baker, Edw, G. e 118 = Pine, Harrison, Ark.
Barber, Lawrence C.. % isatly Greenville, Mich
Bargar, James L, .. 4 e 195 E. 120th s, Cleveland, Ohio
Barham, Edward ~ . . Ozark, Ark,
Barnwell, William E. ) Route No. .5 Hendersonville, N. €,
Barrows, Sunley R, ” . Route 1, Box 195, Kenosha, Wis,
Bealey, Bert A e 4 Libby, Mont.
Beard, Elmer L. - 1911 Fares Ave., Evansville, Ind
Bearden, Collis Route 1, Little Roek, Ark.
Beidler, Richard E. ? : 936 Chestnut St Cuvahioga Falls, Ohio
Beineke, H. P. 4 Al : i 115 Bush St,, Sevmour, Ind.
Bennett, Henry E.. e . il

Berry, "mlnf‘)’ A. = - Star Route, Dixfield, Maine
BNy TE. T bermi B itnesicrsississsismssa s navasssorssttey aivmmier s e 15724 Robsoan St Detroit, Mich.
Bllltii. Roceo V., e 30 America St, Providence, R, 1,
Bleier, Rolert A4 i i a0 Lansdowne Ave., Deer Park, Ohio
Ble\.'im:-.‘{:imrlu)' s : g White House, Ky.
Blood, lf.. F. . ; 415 E. Second 51, Toledo, Ohio
Bond, Victor G., Jr. : , 2017 Bewick, Detroit, Mich,
Br.::unnr. Joseph F. ‘ R. R. No. 3, Brecksville, Ohio
Bristow, “nl’l:llil S, A - 18 Amber Court, Toledo. Olio
Bruce, Harry E. . : ok 1327 Sa. Harlem Ave,, Forest Park, 111

Burgess, I, K.
Burnell, W, ..
Burns, Leo I,

..... 3920 N.E. 35th PL, Portland, Oregon
= Clermont, Ind.
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Byars, George
Byrne, John J.
Cain, Earl L..
Callen, Homer.
Calvey, Jobn F.
Campbell, James M.
Campisi, Mike
Carilo, Alfred P.
Carlson, Clarence L.
Lurpentrr Elzie L.
Carter, K
Cates, Dafford D,
Cholewa, W,
Coler, J. A.

Colaveechio, nllllillli \".. o

Conover, Luther O,
Conway, Charles
Corbett, John I
Costello, Peter M,

Cowart, Floyd J. .

Crovkston, Donald

Crume, Havold B, .. .. .

u|m, George
a, Corl P,..
Darsch,
Davis,
Deliong, Thomas W,
Dixon, Billy W,
Dodson, A. R..
Downing, L. Taft
Duchemin, Raymond F,
Dudley, Norris P,
l}upmn. Patrick

Ellis, lHer K.

Dale A.ommeiices

Thomas E.... ..

Epperson, Squire I ranklin

Ferman, Flovd M,
Fiearra, Martin M.
FFisher, Muson E.
F'it‘k. Robert j
Forbes, €, Robb
Forney, W mlllrtm W.
Franks, Lester
Gantos, Abe
Giles, Clyde J.
Gram, E. G, \
Gravert, Melyin M.
Gust, Edison T.
Guyette, E, .
Hackett, Neil K.
Hardin, Williom ‘1",
Harford, Thomas .
llnrs-l\mun, Fdgar
Helfrick, Alvin G,
Hellwig, Joseph P,
Hilloek, George V.
Holman, E. A,
Horaitis, James T.
Hastetler, Chester
Hrovatin, Joseph
Hughes, M. V.
Humble, James ).
Ljames, Julm Guy
Juckels, Robert T.
Juhnsen, James T

Jusper, Rinold Matthew

Jeneks, Lee R
Jensen, George
Joffre, Melvin L.
Johnson, Earl T,
Jones, Thomas P,

116

Milton, N. D,

5933 Cadillac, llelrml Mich.
Avondale St., Eagt Liverpool, O,
Centerville, lowa

4298 Warner Rd., Cleveland, Ohio
1116 Ferry St., Lafayene, Ind.

657 W. San Carles St., San Jose, Calif.
94 Clayton St., Worcester, Mass,

6609 Artesian St., Chicago, 111

204 E. Stoughton St, Champaign, 111
113 Se. First st., Boonville, Ind.

1333 E. 11th Ave.,, Amarillo, Texas

23 Essex St., Holyoke, Mass,

404 N, Maple Si., Jeflerson, lowa

86 Messina St, Providence, R, 1

106 W. Washington St., Champaign, 111,
5215 S, Morgan 5t., Chicago, 111,

34 Dreacut St., Dorchester, Mass,

st s 908 E. 36th S, Chicago, T1L
2052 Vi irginia St, Coconut Grove, Fla,
s 2327 14th 51, ‘\\‘ Kenmore, Ohio
150716 Jefferson St, Burlmglun lowa
l»ll‘ll}3 Raynolds Sl.. Detroit, Mich.

. 811—51h Ave., Shenandoah, Towa
2816 N. Fairfield Ave., Chicago, TIL

8“’

. 4454 Rice St., (lm.tpu 111,
Route 9, Box 385, Burrmn[.h.ml Al
2317 SWL 3mh S, Oklthoma Gity, OKla.
20 “1_‘5“'0“ St., Barre, Vermont
Swansea, Mass.
Robinson, 111,
Beaux Bridge, La
Lorman, Miss.
218 Byrd St,, Covington, Ky.
119 T S, NE., Mason City, lowa
2125 N. Damen Ave., (lnr.u,.n 111
1314 West National St., Braz
3522 St, Charles PL, C munlmll Ohio
3505 Weirway S, Weirton, W. Va.
Allen, OKla,

shireve, Ohio

O11F Belvidere S, Cleveland, Ohio
M.PT. Co.. Duluth, Minn,

520 B, St Hn]hslt'r Calif.

DeWitt, Towa

1945 Seward, Detreoit, Mich,

2800 W. Grand Blvd., Detroit, Mich.
L1222 E, 39th St,, Kansas {Iil_v, Mao.
8311 5. Rhodes Ave., Chicago, TI1.

. Flkurt Kansas

Route ’I I-runklnri Ind,

Rural Route 2, h\ananllz- Ind.
DeSoto, Mo,

1015 Warnie ]! Chicago, Mineis

1130 Spruee St “I.l'l'l'lt.‘dllilll- Minn,
613 W. Bruee St., Milwaukee, Wis.
206 Belden, Le Porte, Ind.

1312 8, Kirkwood Ave., Cadahy, Wis,
Cameron, Texas

Columbia, La.

Mill Spring. Mo.

1522 W, Minnehaha Ave,, St. Paul, Minno.
2 Duncan Court, Jt!ri.!'\' City, N. L.
Cazenovia, Wise,

Route 3, Box 168, Banle Creek, Mich,
1058 N, Damen S, Chicago, 111

7777 State Road, Parma, Ohio

S0 W, Jefferson St, Bloomington, 111
10527 Churchill, Cleveland, Ohio




Jordan, M. C. : . ST 303 N. Washington St., Junesville, Wis.
Judy, G. L. : i 4910 Paddock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio
Kane, Harold W, ST et = Main Street, Housatonie, Mass.
Kaplan, Louis il el 2131 W. 18th St, Kansas City, Mo.
Kasch, Charles B, o, e g Freeport, 111

Katosh, Peter A, Jr. = R s e R . Yl -Ave; (.lm'ago 111
Keller, Leo A, ” Ty T ussell, Kansas
Kendricks, Stephen A, 8020 Wolcott St., LIurago. 111
Kent, Ivar M, o 4446—16th St., I)elruil, Mich.
Kerner, L. O, . i 1005 Main St, Beech Grove, Ind.
Kero, George W, ....covocciiiessisissveressmmssesssssssrarerass = . 2263 Leslie, Detroit, Mich.
Kilev, Julm A TS 517 Pleasant St,, Pawtucket, R. 1.

Kluth, Leroy R R e el o Lo SO s WV e Frankfort, 111
Koppin, Donald B.. .. e 12533 Racine Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Kott) AMve® Whiciiiomuuwa: : S RO e 13830 Park Avo Dolton, I11.
Koski, Vernie J. R e L ) S L R A . Elm Street, Pmnesvllle. Ohio
Krause, John G, s Faith, S, D,

Krot, Adam

_ Adena, Ohio
Kudia, Charles J..

B 5324 R Wushlemm Aw Chicago, 111,
Kuklinski, Herbert F... ... . (128 West Ayer St., Imnhood. Mich.
Laird, Searcy T N 2417 Clinton .-\\'e Jackson, Miss,
Lambert, W, . A G AR A S SR s A ah v S RS e Varadusd Al Box 165, Buda, 111

Rt I i s R B ... Route 2, Fowler, Ind.
Lanahan, John Matthew. ..o, e 1054 N, Shore Ave,, Chicago, 111
Larson, Leon M. . e e Gl i M | ..¢/o Great Northern Rwy., ‘hupcrmr Wis,
Lashley, James D. ' e Ol i .. 238 W, 6th Su., Jut kesonville, Fla.
Lewis, Clarence P........occinmninnnmsinisns - 2 Mantua, Ohio

Lindstrom, G, L. ..
| £507 A1 A o G ——
Luecas, Peter 0.

915 E. H1st 51, Minneapolis, Minn.
; 135 N. (n"cgc Salina, Kansas
. 1552 Olive St., Ind:.m'lpnlls Ind.

Lude, Stephen M. b i A A ANRY LT 1846 N. Richmond St., Chicago, 111.
MacDonald, M, J. i 168 W, Pacemont Rd., Columbus, Ohio
MacLean, John Robert ... ... ... - S 634 W, 59th St., Chicago, Il
Madden, Charles E. - .. . Av— 3905 12th Si., Des Moines, lowa
Maggio, Ignazio - S AN ... Box 128, Whippany, N. 1.
Mahanes, Ernest M. . et General Delivery, Vinita, Okla.
Mann, James E. “ i RS 312 Cherry St., Wyandotte, Mich.
Markham, Thomas F. . Syt S ... 5350 Morgan St., Chicago, 111

Marlatt, G, 1.

O B Yy S R P AR 2637 N.W. 12th, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Martin, Franeis .

Route 7 7, Evansville, Ind.

Martin, Wilfred E. ... e e 9400 Gaylord Ave., Cleveland, Ohio
P T P E oTIE e e e 359 Johmson St, N.E., \’lmne.!pohs Minn.
Maurer, Richaed H. . ... .. e " . 2008 15th St., Seattle, Wash.

Marx, Leonard it 9000 Henley Place, Detroit, Mich.
MeBride, Don P. AT 520 E. Fromt St,, Monroe, Mich,
MeCaslin, Ralph 8, - Route 1, Box #23, Indianapolis, Ind,

MeCormick, Dean K., v 169 Chvisman Ave,, Ventura, Calif,
MeGovern, 1. Eo o, ) .. No. Lowell Rd., Methuen, Mass.
Melvin, Juke . ot oeppepET— e ... Racelond, Ky,
Mesaros, Michael . — 202 Mt. Grove St Bridgeport, Conn.
Meyer, Albert Do e — 115 Genesee St., Attiea, N, Y.

Mirlu'l. Theodore L. i e i A SRS RS — A L (T Luursville' Ohio
Midowski, E,. . AR 85 . 66 S. River St,, Tlmmpmnvillc. Conn.
Mikelonis, Charles o vkttt bassasssense s enensnninn 08 Glozen St., Worcester, Mass,
Miller, James W, ... .. AP T ey . : R. R. No. 2, Muskegon, Mich.
Mizell, William P, . g LN : Route 1, Box 105, Bngalum La.

Montgomery, William T. ) 2921 Glenway Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
Morningstar, Wayne Mead : . 3709 Logan :\w Fr. Wavne, Ind.
Maorrison, Rebert N, . . 140 Ford St Mnnnugnll. W. Va,
Moser, F. L. T — 208 Brigham Rd., Dunkicrk, N, Y.
Myers, Earl O, ; : i Eagle, Neh.
Nuple, Domitiie Liiissuauiniiuamsiasi e s 1214 Belmonmt Ave., Youngstown, Ohio
Nappen, M. N, o e Lankin, N, Dakota
Neese, August H. : = y . ... Route 1, Huron, Ohio
Norman, James W, . 208%4 Howard St., Hibhing, Minn.
Nawell, William R, —— Clarksville, Texas
Ocker, Reed G, — v Seranton, Towa
O'Connell, Juck 1710 East Ivy Ave., St Poaul, Minn,
O'Connell, Haery O, - . Hartford City, Ind.
Olson, lerome E. R Unity, Wis,
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Ondo, Steve A.

Papaik, John
Paquet, Norman W,
Paquette, Norman R.

...... 421 Tth St Fairport Harbor, O.
State Game Warden, Hibbing, Minn.

292 River Rd., Lincoln, R. 1.

Riverside, R. L

Parry, Thomas L. e p— Route 1, Franklin, Ohin
Peterson, John. o S 1347 W, Grace St., Chicago, 111
Person, Kenneth O. : T : 867-—55th St., Oukland, Calil.
Peterson, Floyd H.............ccccou i : . Route 1, Box 192, Hayward, Wise,
Peterson, Leonard R. . T R — 2215 Hammond Ave., Superior, Wis.
Peutibon, Paul Franklin ... ... . S NI 329 North 8th St., MeAllen, Texus
Petty, Donald L, . . .. I N sty W Hot Springs, S. Dak.

Pleiffer, William H. ... ... . p— ; Y 336 Whinier PL, Indianapolis, Ind.
Pryor, Wesley C...............oo0 - 118 D, Huff Ave, San Antonio, Texas
guimby. Lewis E......ciinniie Route 1, Warren Ohio

aetz, Avthur E. ... : el 410 Summit St., Lead, 8. Dak.
BRI W I i i i it A 3 2254 W, 0th S, I\'luriuu, Tnd.
Rawls, Edgar O, i 7 12613 Woodland Ave., Cleveland, Ohio
2y T T O -~ M S O b = Mikado, Mich,

Redmond, Douglas ... s 208 Merritt Ave., q\ruruse N. Y,
Reilly, James E, ... 200 Prospect St., Lc.ncnuorlh Kan,
Reilly, John M......... ; e 200 South 6th Si, Terre Haute, Ind.

Rbotlen, BROBOrt o niaaiisnsaimsmmmmisivimsmias e tsad v 1301 Laurel St., Palatka, Fla.
Ricketts, C. M. .. AT 1710 W, 4th 81, Marion, Ind.
Robb, Forbes C .8505 Weir Way, Holl:dn)a Cove, W, Va.

Roberts, George D, 2 . .Route 3, Clovis, N. M,
3O T N [T Tl = oS S e i S : ]oﬂq Lowa
Roberls. Ralph L Oskaloosa, Towa

Rabertson, John T., 5 R S—— ?\lnrrm Route, Graham, Texas
Roland, Leonard ... .. TP Bottineau, N. Dak.
Rouille, Robernt AT AR S R R AR A e e ... 2 Myrtle Street, Burlington, Vi,
Salyer, Charles M. s R Rowe 1, Burlington, Mich

Sandrus, C. J. e e AR R e A S st A LT RSt St S Canter:, - Ohido
Scavatta, James A.. e et ey 5520 Wells Si., St Louis. Mo.
Schaefler, Eugene W, . 411—65th St., Houston, Texas
Schmillen, Paul VP St. James, Minn
Schnoebelen, Urban ..1306 N, Parkside Ave,, C hicago, T11.
Sechreiner, Norbert J. . 384 Winslow Ave,, St. Paul, Minn.

Seott, Clifford F. R b S oA 34 i o 1220—13th St., Bedford. Ind.
Seruggs, Thomas Odell - maeriTny 1096 Eastmoreland Ave., \lc-mplnp Tenn.
Seibert, Keith ... A G T s 5 Seherville, Indiana
Shepard, Raymond L., . West Groton, Mass.
Shewmaker, D. W.............. mm— . ) Cosby, Missouri
Skinner, Kenneth | | -El - B e, . . Elm Creek, Nelby,
T L T = e S S e . " o

Sloan, William T.... ! 310 N, Delewar 5! lmli:umlmli.-. Tondd,

BIOK JombE P i Sy 1945 S, Kedsie Ave,, Chieago, T11
Smith, Alan I, S i g 20 (nurllaml Se, [mwll. Muss,
Smith, William H ‘sr R R s P L L P O Wy iy My =k
Smith, Jomes G............ooooiiriiiens ?

Smith, Russell T, Marissa, JI1.
Smith, Vernon E, .. Lendwood, Olnu
Spetring, Walter W, 3072 Mu}ﬁelll Rd., Cleveland His,,

Stadler, Leon L. .
Stafford, Donald E..
Staricka, Donald

v 189-18-65, F 2J'r Inactive, 8.8~ 12
1002 N. LaSalle St Indianapolis, Ind.
Swanville, Minn.

Steaves; Barvay 5. it i i it et iohss v o Aroostook Ave, Mugie City, Maine
Stemper, Joseph E. P Y Al s il 526 Indiana Ave., Hammond, Tnd.
Stewarl, Leonard C..... T o ey, Wl L : Fitehburg, Ky.
Stickney, L. H. ... ==, - 140 N. Union St.. Aurora, 111
Stoppa, Angelo B W e S oo 21 N. Cicero Ave.. Chicago, I11.
Stoner, Walter James veers g NSRS 1108 Quinn St., Moherly, Missouri
Stout, Rex P. ST e 1004 Vienna Ave., Niles, Ohino
Stroh, R V. R L [ APOrS 2105 W. 21a St Topeka, Kansas
Sulzbach, Bl:berl R e AR 1706 Rebecea, Sioux City, Towa
Surawski, B. S. .. R - 41 Chandler St., Lawrence, Mass,
Sutton, Joseph E. .. W e i 110 Myrtle Ave., Fitchburg, Mass,
Taylor, Norbert V.. R e R 242 Colorade Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Thomas, Harry Carl : Z ; . Danville, Ky.
Thompson, Edwin A, 109 N, Rusk Ave., Viroqua, Wis,
Tremblay, Leon A, 13 Capron 51, W., Warwick, R. L.
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Tull, Clifford L.

Vaudreuil, Norman U.

Yon Wald, R. V.
Wade, Earl L.

Wakeford, John I)mlle\

A\Y n” James C,
Wnll_ Robert B.
Walsh, Joseph E. .
West, Harvey M.

Whitman, Lloyd V. .

Wierzbicki, Frank S
Wiese, Leonard L.

Wilameski, J. A...

Wilaon, JOOK: Fovrossonsissosssmssemmmsnin

Woods, Jay H. ..
Wright, Harold G. ..

Wright, Henvy B, .

XYates Lo Rt

Zimmermann, George E. ... .. .
............................................... 14138 Thames Ave., Cleveland, Ohio

Zorvha, Walter G.

Albers, Robert ],
Allen, Hugh H.
Baas, Joseph I',
Baker, James D,
Baker, Melvin J.
Baldwin, Nathan E.
Beierle, Harold C,
Bent, John Douglas .
Beran, Edward J.
Biscoe, William B, ...
Bohs, Ervin H.
Boileau, James H.
Bost, Robert A,
Boyer, Henry A,
Broek, William R,
Bryant, Will E,
Bueche, Franeis A,

Burdick, Wallace E. ..

Callahan, Thomas J.

Campbhell, Jomes L. . 7

Card, Sidney L.
Carver, Frank 0,
Clepper, Arthur E.

Carpenter, Clifford J.
Clackum, William C.
Clausen, Lawrence H,

Clenry, Willinm Joooosoisie

Clifford, Anthony F.
Clydesdale, Willinm
Coleson, Grant L,

Collier, James R.. . A%

Comenn, Joseph N,
Costa, Edward L.
Coy, Arvell D,
Crook, Robert IV,
Crooker, Robert M.
Csontos, Julius
Curran, Daniel P,
Daniels, George
Deal, Dwight L.
DeCamp, Merritt H.
DeHaoff, Kenneth O,
Depke, Arthur S.
D'Hert, Avthur C.
Di Frangia, Mike V.
Dimbleby, Roy
Dockman, George E.
Daoorlag, Herman H.

e

n et TR R I A

804 S. Chestnut, McPherson, Kan.

55 Kenwood Ave., Worcester, Mass.

316 Sawyer St., Lead, S. Dakota

5253 Ann St., Hommond, Ind.

615-37-36, St. 3/¢c

10225 “ealnedge Ave,, Kalamazoo, Mich.
90 South 2nd St., Camden, Ohio

811 Elgin St., Jackson, Mich.

Walworth, Wis.

3912 Grace St., East Chicago, Ind.

- N " 861 Nagold St., Grand Rapids, Mich.
R, 629 E. Grant St., Appleton, Wis.
625 Madison Ave., Kewanee, Il1,

610 W. 6th St Hattieshurg, Miss.
969 ])mm, Akron, Ohio
... Mayfield, Ky.

..... 1436 S. 10th St. ., St. Louis, Mo,
..... 3130 So. 57th St., Milwaukee, Wis,

COMPANY C

3272 W, Euclid Ave., Detroit, Mich.
814 W. Randolph, Enid, Okla.

: ...Box 12, Slidell, La.
1309 High St Fr. Wayne, Ind.
1015 Gordon St., New Orleans, La.
1028 Rector Ave,, Hot Springs, Ark.
v 1146 N, 33¢d St., Milwaukee, Wis.
11917 Harvavrd Ave., Cleveland, Ohio

Iy Box 156-A. Cary, TIL

216 Arch St., Verona, Pa.
1622 Walnut St., Toledo, Ohio
i - Ainsworth, Towa
304 S. 15th St., Murphysboro, 111,

1920 Williams Rd., Columbus, Ohio

: . 417 So. Future St., Marion, I11.
T ......Route 1, Boonville, Ind.
423 E. 3¢d St., Mishawaka, Ind,
..Cross Mills, Charlestown, R. 1.
.. Pleasamt S1., Convord, N. H.
_Box 334, Main P. O,, Dearborn, Mich,
Route 2, Lake \ﬂln 118
..... _RF.D. No, 1, Springfield TIL

el ' Box 91, Clinton, Towa
3239 W:l»lnnghm Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn.
...... R. D. No, 5, Bax 113, Marietta, Ga.

.. 2334 Ml]\\nlll\u. Ave,, Chicago, T
R #12 N. 18th St, St. Louis, Mo,
<806 Park Ave., Wilmente, 111,
Route 1, LaSalle, 111,

704 Central Ave., Zeeland, Mich,
Lehumm Mao.
5 Benjamin St ancrhill. Mass.

T4 Moore St, North Agawam, Mass,
Stanley, Ky,

_ 816 McMillian Ave., lhrmmgll.lm Al
s sl 2608 Gratiot Ave., Port Huron, Mich,
..... o ... 2648 E. 89th S, (I]u-.vu-l:md. Ohio
b . 9024 University Ave., Chicago, TIL.
Albion, Neh.

Northport, Ala.

(le arwater, Neb.

R.D. No. 2, Massillon, Ohio

5118 S, Wood St.. Chicago, 111,
602 Empire Ave., Benton Harbor, Mich.
440 Delmar Ave., Akron, Ohio

2703 Avers S1., Corpus Christi, Tex.

864 S, St Andrews PL, Los Angeles, Calif,
133 W, Allegan St.. Otsego. Mich.
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Dunean, John S. ..
Duplechan, annie-ull
Ellis, Harold J... . ..
Erisman, Harry M..
Euter, Carl R............
Feldpauseh,
Fjelde, Joseph E. .

Flach, William Ermh

Flegal, Lester A.
Fletcher, William W
Foley, Edward J...
Fowler, Charles B. .
Galinete, Peter D,
Gentry, Cleo H.... ..
Givenrod, Clifford E,
Grady, Joseph J.
Gray, Ross 0.
Greentree, H
Groschen, Chorles M
Group, Kenneth
Hans, Bernaed C,.
Hall, Delmar D.
Hall, Walter C.. ..
Hall, William E.

Halverson, Clarence M. ...
Hammerberg, Edw, H, .
Hanneman, Herman J.............

Hansen, Neils K.
Hansen, Ouo C.

Hargrove, Austin P.

Harris, William J.
Haskell, Joe E..
Hauber, Charles G.
Haverly, Lehr C.
Hayes, Thomas .

Hegeman, Joseph O, ey

Herring, Philip C.
Hines, Chilton E.. ...
Hoinacke, Cassimer
Honick, John A.
Holeombh, Earl V.
Howard, Ira C.

Hufi, Lloyd M.

Hulrhmsa Howard H =

James, Alan C.
Jean, Herbert J...

Jewett, Everett T ... ...

Jutzi, Clarence L.

Keegan, Thomas L. ..

Kilbride, Edward R,

Kimbrough, John B. .

Kimery, Victor V.,
Kinney, Don C,
Kinzly, Charles F.
Kirk, Alton J,
Kirk, Willard
Konrad, Henry E.

Koppelo, Walter R..

Kormann, Eugene F,

Korstad, Carl O.
Koschak, Joln V.
Lagasse, Geo. R.
Lamh, Joln C.
Ledonx, Harry C.
Longton. Murvin E,
Lundby. Christian H.
Lynch, Thomas L.
Lysne, V, A,
Mahler, Gus Joe
Mallo, Arthur F,

Leﬁlcr -

Herbert.

6638 S, Sungamon St,, Chicago, Il
: Sulphur, La.
827 N. Broadway, Green Bay, Wis.

569 Coplin, Detroit, \Iulugan

Box 2495, Williamson, W. Va,

Fowler, Mich,

o e 820 “E” St. N.E., Brainerd. Minn.
...... 115 So. Chureh St, Belleville, Tl
....Route 1, Edon, Ohio

1737 N. 13th St., Padueah, Ky.

1137 Conty St., Fall River, Mass,
507 First S, Shelby, Mich.

e 6384 Oldham, Dearborn, Mich.
= 838 College Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.
......................... 2747 Washington Ave., Granite City, TI1
e y 3201 Library Ave,, Cleveland, (9), Ohio

... RF.D. No. 2, Box 220, Waco, Texis

‘\*}lluhul.l Ohio
Mound, Minn.
Ruml Route 1, Springfield. Ohio

g Beaver Dam, Wis,
1524 Jordan St.,

Shreveport, La,
Republic, Ohio
Nashville, Tenn.
Cook, Minn.

; Bark River, Mich.

1113 English 81, Racine, Wis.

12008 Cloverlawn, Detroit, Mich.
8258 Ridgeland Ave., Chicago, 111
109—37th Ave., Nashville, Tenn.
1999 Nokmis Ave., St. Paul, Minn,

; Route 1, Gracemont, Okla.
: 2623 N. Nordica Ave,, Chie ago, 111
. 3210 W. Calhoun Blvd., Minne: ipolis, Minn.
402 Hutchinson St.. Houston, Texas

1505 Quincy Ave., Racine, Wis,

. Route 1. Montpelier. Vi

523 Southwest Ave.. Sioux Falls, S. D.
L2450 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago, TIL

T S 2 4934 Harrison St., Pitshurgh, Pa.
; 136 Seioto Ave., Chillicothe, Ohio

198 Lincoln Ave,, Marion, Ohio
925 Laurel, Des Moines, Towa

y Galena, Kansas
19415 Nyack Cr,,

3807 Central Ave.,

: i Cleveland, Ohio
..... 11626 Woodward 2, Detroit, Michigan
i 1077 Rex Ave., Flint, Mich,

5317 So. Muple\mml Ave,, Chicago, T11

7 Union Ave.. Chicago, T11.

IIHS ‘s 2nd St., F-pringlinld. 1.

Ocoee, Tenn.

117 S, 7th St., Vandolia, 111

4219 Elmer Ave., Mmm-.mnll»- Minn.
192 Elmwood Ave., Loe kport, N, Y.
1614 Edmund SL. St Paul, Minn.
Beecher City, T11.

2578 Fenkell, Detroit, Mich.

10023 Holmur Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Island Park, Minn.

Wells, Minn,
Chisholm, Minn.
Savlesville, R. I.
Little Rock, Ark.
..... 117 So. Saleedo St New Orleans, La.
? 1047 N. Lombard St., Oak Park, TIL
909 W. 6th Ave., Wiliston, N. 1.

7924 So. Ashland Ave., Chicago, TI1.

815 15th S, S.E., Mason City, Towa

601 So. Jackson, San Angelo, Texas

1442 Fernwond Ave., Toledo, Ohio

1212 6Gth St.,
76 Tucker St.,
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M onkew; FOR T i ssssscosisim iR isssss 907 S.E. 11th St, Des Moines, Yowa
MeCullough, William B 0210 8. Buker St Mt. Vernon, Wash.
MeGowan, Everelt J. i e P R s 239 Highland Ave., Fitchburg, Mass.
McKee, Charles L . 415 W. Chalemer Ave., Youngstown, Ohio
Me¢Manus, Franeis T. .97 Pidge Ave,, Pawtucker, R. 1.

MeSwiggan, Daniel 1. ... e iy ey gty | 716 W. Jefferson St., Louisville, Ky.
Meekins, William A, 5 Yacht Club Dr., Rocky River, Ohio
Miller, Alvin A......... o aAs 201 Main St., Oxford, Ala.
MIRELer; et W o it amsiimitsh  eitis s i s S RS e e MRS Route 2, Herm:mn, Mo.

Miller, James ... e A A et R | W.:allmglml Bhd Chicago, I11.
Miller, Stanley W. .. BN S oL S . 311—8th St. N.E,, Liule Falls, Minmn,
Molasion, David M. ... e ... t/o Johns Mam‘illc. New Orleans, La,
Moote: O, oo i U iy L 1132 Grof 5t Indianapelis, Ind,
Moritz, Amos L. ... AR s N e 1816 Tilden Ave., Norwood, Ohio

Mulcahy, Joseph E... R T R 4110 Woodleigh, Houston, Texas
Munns, Ralph J......... it w3 R e R A e WAL i Adrlan, Minn.
Murray, Howard W....... e TG bk 8 pmsdad .94 Chitteden Ave. & Columbus, Ohio
Myers, Everewt C. .. O R M L Webster City, Towa
Naus, Emil L.

T 3043 So. Kosiner, Chic;nga, 11
o g e 1039 Field Ave., Hammond, Ind.

177 Seymour Ave., Columbus, Ohio
34573 Maimai St,, St. Louis, Mo,

Nerhaugen, T. Ao
Niohols: Bimell B oo v e
Niemeyer, Virgil H...........

O’Daniell, Elmo L. . e ”1438 Fairview Ave., Rockford, I11.
O'Dell, Ivan L. i R A NS R = ... Route 1, Lyons, Kansas
O'Donabue, R, P, .. . s s : 321 Earl St., Eau Claire, Wis.

Ortlofl, Lester W..... ; e S e v e .. Mayer, Minn,
Osback, Frank G et e [ 500 S. Plane St., Burlington, Iowa
Paisley, Engene O 81 W. California \u, Columbus, Ohio

Palazzini, John J.. . . T I ] e 432 Maple St. S., Holyoke, Mass,
Pancake, Lloyd D........ Box 8, bec;rbelo\\ n, Ind,
Prapenifus; Fanl . —cisiumunimnmisiss ¢/o Mrs, lelmm& 6005 Hnugll St., Cleveland, 'Ohio

Paulson, Darrell Bo it i 1274 Grant St, Lincoln Park, Mich.
T A 0T B e U R U e O AR Box 214-B, Route 9, Springfield, Mo.
Peterson, Evan T..... Hopkin, Minun.

Phanenf, Roland N .. oA = Sl == A o 118 Boutwell ‘1[ Pmturluet R L
Phillips, Charles K. oo Y - - S . 3121 Euclid His., Euelid Heighls. 0.
Pillow; Leroy.niiseimmessn: e i ..705 Morrell St., Goose Creek, Texas
Poole, Edw. L. : R S AR ... Wilson’s Mill Rd., South Euclid, Ohio
Putnam, Frank ... ... . i SR 3928 N, 20th St., Milwaukee, Wis.
Quehl, Roger G. .. ; R, Butler and Charlton St., St. Paul, Minn,
Quinn, Charles R. .. .. 2609 Third Ave. S, Minneapolis, Minn,

Raines, Howard H.........................
Rainey, Coral Grant 3
Rainey, Labe B, ...
Reiter, Henry L.

g 5330 Blackstone Ave., Chicago, Il
l"ord City, Mo.
Box 58, Route 2, Irving, Texas

L2134 N. Bissell Gt Chicago, IIL.

Revill, Wesley.... e ) b et s 0 639 Woodville St., Toletlo. Ohio
Revnolds, Walter C.. e g i 64 Chestnut St., Branford, Conn.
Roberts, Earl W, AU R T AT b T i 211 Lyon Blvd,, Youngstown, Ohio
BolveviOinie Bag . e el . M, 305 S, Plum St., Zionsville, Ind.
Roessler, George I, wEis e I e Pl St erecd Box 128, Trinway, Ohio
Roloff, Wi P., Jreoeccmnsrerissesereons SO Al W S ...rﬂ.! S. Cuyler A\'c Ber\\)n 111
Ross, Harvison M., Jr. . S et T 1004 W, Market St,, W.lrrut Ohio
Russikoff, Harris Shiiis Ty S— 8852 Salurn St., Los Angeles, Cal
Sands, Delburt W.. T 2612 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn.
Schlabaugh, Earl Lo i, : w121 Manchester, Youngstown, Ohio
Schumacher, John H, TR ; . 300514 May St., Fi. Worth, Texas
F\cllmnm-lwr. WM B i st i 129 N. Washington St,, Carpentersville, T11.
Seever, Raymond 1. st - i sy 1213 S. Ash, McPherson, Kansas
Sever, GeOrge ... 4433 8. Kedvale Ave., Chicago, 11
Shafer, Horace Vit i .Warba, Minn.
Shanks, Lowell E, NS A A S N P AT A2 RS Mnrtmwﬂle 111
Sharp, Donald R, P e pr R.F.D. 4, Morris, T1L.
Shay, Howard R.. - o 3 I T Y Box 270, Mantua, Ohio
Shoarer, HUER M. . orisis oy W e i e Sl 38 Willard Ave., Bradford, Pa.

Shell, Thomas E, .. . : = e i Wulf Wyoming
NG R Ub R, r—" et L e e Pty Ohem.lmro Ky.
Skerry, Clarence L. T 72 Eunice Ave, Worcester, Mass,
Sklaroff, Morris .. e e 37& Central Park West, New York, N. Y.
Skorupski, Ray . e 2062 MePherson, Detroit, Mich.
Smith, Arthar V. N, I i ..827 S. Laclede St., Indianapolis, Tnd.
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Smith, Donald D, ; reerrmnnnie ey e 308l Irogquois Ave., Flint, Mich.
Smith, George W. BT 7 PO PR s 606 Innes St. N.E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
Smith, Henry C.. oot b ....44419 N, Drake Ave., Chicago, 111
Somers, Judson D, 2813 Harrison Rd., Rm hester, Mich.

CRRTT I TN LT . 5625 42nd, S.W., Seattle, Washington
Speight, Harvey.. A R 4338 Drexel Blvd., Chicago, 111
Springer, Robert C. S 3 ks 3003 40th Ave., Meridian, Miss.
sSproles, John E. ; e e L R e Box JI2. Magnolia, Miss.
Sprunk, Richard C.._. o e e ik ¥ BB 7e Oakman Blvd,, Detroit, Mich,

646-—25th St I)es “ome:- Towa
Route 2, Webher\'ille. Mich.

1928 16th St., Racine, Wis.

27 Sherman P, Morristown, N, 1.

Stthl . AMEEE L....... .o e ennicmamemsssmasss
hleudmnn Frederick A..
Stephenson, Lloyd W..

Stern, James J.. S T v,

Stewart, William L Y A R i ; 506 Bellafontaine, Kansas City, Mo.
Stockman, Frank E. .. . . v 6915 Bell Gardens Ave,, Bell, Calif.
Strader, Eddie Artwood . e s 2345 McCrosky Ave,, Knoxville, Tenn,
HERTAEEL  BI0, B o cerivrarcsorsmsassimemssssssnes o tofbns B evimataseson smenns aoxenmassanasinondadengs 636 York Ave., Avoca, Pa.

4923 McBride Ave., Cleveland, Ohio

A1208-A Ohio St, Walkerton, Ind.
...... 1018 High St., Fall River, Mass.
1457 Avondale Ave., Toledo, Ohio
Susewitz, William A. 14882 Tracey Ave., Detroit, Mich,
o GNTEON B P T 7 ) o o s o A s MM S O e L) 530 W. 43rd St., Chicago, I11.
Szaszowski, Henry J........ it e 4414 Wabash Ave,, Hammond, Ind.
Tanner, William J. . e M e o g 146 Doyle Ave., Providence, R. I.
Taylor, Richard C......... ; General Delivery, Idabel, Okla.

P ail T ORI P i i stmmss it b i T .New Madrid, Mo.
DR N BRI i sivisimanniniessans e rbabiint s e oo eSS e 2[9 l’rull "lt .» Meriden, Conn.

Tenopir, Donald C‘ T ; e \\calcrn Neb.
PR BACRUEE B rerrremprerr o simesesiiisstts s b sss ity brisses Route 2, Box 365, l\mllml\ec, 111
Tomsie, Frank G.. ... R = i St HR 5, Box 156, Louisville, Ky.
Torbik, Joseph 2041 So. Loomis St., Chicago, I11.
Traver, Arthur H. 50180 Ecorse Rd., Belleville, Mich.
Tremper, John H. Front St,, New Richmond, Ohiu
Truesdell, Oscar E. 909 Thornton St., Dayton, Kyv.
Valentine, R. J.. 2312 Lexmglon Ave,, ‘sprmgl’wld Ohio

Steaka; Edw, Lo
Sullivan, Martin A, ... '
Sullivan, William M.
Surdel, Edw. L.........

Vasey, William A A we... Pampa, Texas
Veale, Frederick K. . ; . e LeMars, Towa
Vosburg, Truman A.. i . e 1325 Ferris St. ., Lawton, Okla.
Voyles, Bernard P.. ... 1836 N, 15th S, l..afd}etle Ind.
Wagner, Louis M. . I s ! : Elkader, lowa
Warnock, Horaee E... .. 5 14101 9th St., Portsmouth, Ohio
Way, Jack S........... RS - o i 1233 Tth St., Des Moines, lowa
Weakley, Charles A, . . e ey G 106 Ford St., Providence, R. 1.
Ao BaW R it o Hemmsisis o x : . Pocahontas, 111,
Wesch, Frederick C.. e o T cconer North Bend, Neh.
Wesch, Herbert H........ A~ ——— N ~North Bend, Neh,
Whitaker, Leroy C....emmmmmmmessssissssiismmsssmmsaarsins 4739 Baltimore Ave., Hammond, Ind

Uluah, Ky

Whitaker, Press (n) ,.
llmrlwn]ln- Ohin

White, Jumes A,

White, Virgil L.... pTY s i i 3 ﬁl? W Oth St., “ |1lt'r[uu. Tows
Whitehend, Eugcnc B i e PRy e iy 2528 Belt Au.- Louis, Mo,
Wiley, Ralph E.............ccoooooonivinn, et AT pFTIeT 1708 W. Both Hl l:llirugn. 1l
Willinms, M, e S 1009 North 2nd St., '\unll\'ille. Tenn,
Williams, Storey B e il & s ‘ 2336 Lineoln Ave., Chieago, I11.
Wing, Seth P... .. el I 5 Mi Washington St., Derry, N. H.
Wood, Melvin C... v s ; Marshall, Ind,
/“nyor Clarence W...... s Route 3. Box 564, Toledo, Ohio

COMPANY D

Absher, Thomas F, i ] 1505 S, Sharp St \I.:re-h.ull Mo.
Arnott, James S, - ; alemr I Burdick Ave. W 2w Botli
Ashford, Edmund E, 105 N, Pennsylvania, !.mnmg. "Mieh.
Baker, Valentine 1. i 2650 N. Colfax Ave., Minneapolis, Minn,
Adler, Robert E. . Amanda, Ohio
Almquist, Harold €. ; . Box 4, Morgan City, La.
Anderson, Gustaf O S e i €0 Carl Anderson, Mot, Walfl, Pa.
Anderson, C. R. 457 Cerritos Ave., Long Beach, Calif
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Andrews, L. D.
Batko, A. D.
Beck, George H.
Bell, Dale M.

Biggerstaff, Jomes A. i

Blanchette, Chas. J.
Blazek, Roymond J.
Blue, Walter S.
Boersma, Edward
Boucher, Urbain J.
Bradley, George H.
Briere, Maurice J.

Broderick, Redmond T,

Brown, Ernest E. ..
Burdine, C. G.
Canham, Alfred R.

. Coannon, Harold K.
Capparelli, Joseph I
Caputo, Anthony G.
Carr, Vincent M. ...
Cuskey, Louis H. ..
Chinelli, John S,
Connelly, Robert S,
Cooley, Vernon P,
Conrad, Dale A
Cope, Elbert Wesley
Cottrell, Truman
Courtney, Tom Hall
Couwenhoven, I. J, Jr.
Crawford, Raymond Al
Crumley, Vernon K.
Danielson, Rodney L.
Davito, Peter
Deiters, E, F.
Denger, Kenneth E,
Dilley, William H.
Dispennet, Carl W,
Donovan, Leo F.
Dougherty, Vincem
Driskill, Homer
Dunlap, Alfred J.
Eccles, Wayne W.
Ekblad, Dayton H.
Ellinghoe, George
Embry, Wm. E,, Jr,
English, David M,
Erickson, Einar G. ...
Erwin, Parker D,
Feran, Joseph A.
Figher, Cecil, Jr.
Fisher, Edward V,
Flack, Charles 8.
Foerster, William 0.
Ford, Chas, R,

Freelin, James N,
Fuller, Geo, E.
Galusha, Eldon D,
George, B, D..

George, James R,
Gilbert, John
Giordano, Anthony
Godlewski, Edmund G,
Goff, Robent L,
Gossen, Arthur O,
Grant, Eamon E.
Grant, Samuel
Gravell, Donald E.
Green, Richard W,
Grenier, Joseph M.
Greenlun, Ronald E.

oysius...

El Dorado, Ark.
Ghun, Minn.
Martins Ferry, 0.
Fairfield, Ohio
Tahoka, Texas
Subin Street, Pawtucket, R. L.

802 E. 12th St, Yankton, S. Dak.

416 Jefierson St, Gary, Ind.

3701 W. 115th St, Blue Island, 111

. 202 Elm %, Biddeford, Maine
6212 Goodrige Ave., St. Louis Park, Minn,

: 7815 Main St., Danielson, Conn.
2291 S, Keeler Ave., Chic ago, 1L
Ao . 3¢ 0 MR (,.llllpnll-. Ohio
1321 State St., L:ltl:. Rock, Ark.
324 5th S N., ‘\a]\pl.‘lun, No. Dak.
i .. Route 1, Loogoutee, Ind,
..9338 Manister Ave., Chicago, 1L
127 Ledge St, Providence, R. 1.
M.lrlem Ierr). Ohin

805 W, Fauliner St

J lﬂ'ﬂ']lm]l’un ..‘:l..
31 Green St

730 S. 18th St., Louisville, Ky.
139 S, 'Il.-dur St., Niles, Ohio
‘%Iu.lh)ullc 111,

y Oskaloosa, Town
1031 Wooster Rd. W. Hurlwrlnn. Ohio
y 730 E. 61h St., Alton, 111
S04—161h St [hrnnnghum, Ala.

516 Flint St., Rock Hill, 8. Carolina
103 Bancerost Dr., Rochester, N. Y.
1909 Newburg Rd., Louisville, Ky.

...... Route 3, Pendleton, Ind,
515 E. Minnehaha, St. Paul, Minn.

622 W. Erie St,, Spring Valiey, 111
1802 Syeamore, Cineinnati, Ollio
R.F.D, 2, Amherst, Ohio

Oelwein, Towa

Route 4, Newark, Ohio

36 Oak St., Waterville, Maine

Como Station Rt 3, St. Paul, Minn,
3905 So. E. 5th St., Des Moines, Iowa
21101 Kenyon Dr.. Maple Heights, 0.
1416 S, 7th, Burlington, lowa

: 753 Ashland Ave., St. Paul, Minn
1741 Portland Ave., \hmwapnlls Minn.
622 S, ?mh St., Lounisville, Ky,
L2612 N, Market St, St, Lounis, Mo,
Route 8, Minneapolis, Minn,

134 Roger Ave., Akron, Ohio

3558 E. 156th St, Shaker Hts,, Ohio
e Mum St., Busil, Ohio

1420 Jefferson St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn,
010 \nlql Ave,, Waooster, Ohio
Cost, Texas

]’5 Hn Schuyler, Otumua, Towa
1518 So, 61st Ave., Omaha, Neb.
2117 N. Albany .‘\\'L‘.. l:llir:ngu. 111,
: Dalton, Mass.

1204 Tram St., Brownwood, Texas
259 Eastwood St., Geneva, Ohio
¢/o Gilbert Shoe Shop, Abiline, Texas

; Branford, Conn,
1331 Jefferson St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn.
1329 Capitol Ave., Des Moines, Towa

Rock Rapids, Town

Winthros Ave.,, New Haven, Conn.

115 W, Seneca, Nowata, Okla

37 Grover Si., Centredale, R, L

15 Wateh St., Rochdale, Mass,

117 Cottage St., Hillsgrove, R, 1.

Anoka R. R. No. }, Anoka, Minn.

112 N. H St,
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Gress, Don ... ... T AR e G Washington, Ind.
Gross, George Gustave cemi R 16 l\mgslml Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.
Grothaus, Leo F........ 2014-A Arsenal "-l St Louis, Mo,
Gustafson, Roy Ad. 3708 N. Kedvale Ave,, Chicago, 111
Halek, Stnley C. ... - 3972 Tyler St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn,
Hund, O. H..... ... - - Kanopolis, Kansas
Harpster, Rex M. ... 312 12th, N.W., Mason City, Towa
Harrington, Earl F. 1125 Monroe ‘-«t Ouumwa, Towa
Harris, Samuel T. 5057 Kensington Ave,, St. Louis, Mo.
Hattley, Joseph W . 1405 Lenox, Detroit, Mich.
Haven, Dewey N.... ot Beaver Dam, Ky.
Heffner, James Co.ooiii 1815%5 W, 12th, Little Roek, Ark.
Heinsch, L. J.. 3532 Park Ave., So., Minneapolis, Minn.

Henrikson, Paul F. R e L et 2540 N, 65th St., Omaha, Neb,
Henry, Leo F. SRR R SRS NI, | ;- Lincoln Way, W., South Bend, Ind.
Heppner, Charles J... TS i 3120 Perkins Ave, Cleveland, Ohio
Herrmann, Harold W. ... . RR. No. 9 S K. Coll, Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio
Hess, Lmrnence W sl R ST A Route 1, Covington, Ohio
Hetherington, H. A, .. ... . e Paris, 111,
Hickman, Elbert C................... ) R.F.D. 1, Box 430, Battle Creek, Mich.
Hilder, W, A, ... 1320 35th St, Galveston, Texas
Hillman, George W e - e/o Earl Grimes, Marlette, Mich.
B oThtt, D) Do uictsnpassssssmst i AR ST 109 N, Wilbur Ave., Freeport, 111
Holmes, Douglas J.......... i 1953 'Wo Henderson St., Chicago, T11

Howe: Olal L i 3201 E. 50th St. Mlmlu{mhs Minn.
Huesman, Walter I, . o 3912 Dl:lrml Ave,, Toledo, Ohio
Hughes, Shirley . 1317 E. Main S, Muncie, Ind,

Jansa, Frank J.. . e e AN, 27 Richards St., Worcester, Mass.
Juroszewski, Francis M. A Box 95, Mount. Rd., Seymore, Conn,
Juskola, Frank M.. . . . Waumandee, Wis.
Johnson, Albert P. . 1261—3rd S1., No., Wisconsin Rapids, Wis,
Johnson, Harold J. ; s 781 E. Or.mge Ave., St. Paul, Minn.
Johnson, Randolph A.. . AT z - 152 Cenmter St, Winona, Minn,
Johnson, W, L, .. : 1157 N. 13th SL. Padueah, Ky.
Justus, Michael P, I o s : 2545 N. 51 Leuis Ave., Chieago, T11.
Kearns, James M. : IS ; \nmllom. Town
Kellackey, Hugh D............oococnmmmmmmmammisesssnsessasessess w9805 Bessemer Ave., Cleveland, Ohio
Kiesel, Merle Leroy : > & 617 Morton Ave., Aurora, IlI
Kliefath, Henry C.. ; 733 1th Si. Beloit, Wis,
Knipper, J. W. Route 3, Box 10, Warren, Ohio
Kozel, Carl J. 2743 Seranton Rd.. Cleveland, Ohio
Lach, Frank J. 2107 5th 51, N.E., Minneapolis, Minn.
Lanting, George . Route 1, Crown Point, Tnd
Lessner, Edward P, : : 737 Covington Dr,, Detroit, Mich,
Lewis, Kenneth M. g P 1656 E. Michigan St Evansville, Tnd.
Lindgren, Avvid E. e X 3511 N. Sheflield Ave,, Chicago, Il
Lindsey, James L. . e e 626 Scotland Ave., Macomh. 111,
Lindstrom, Jerome E. APV s e i < Hamar, No. Duk.
Little, Robert A, .. . . AT TYTTE Wty s . 2455 Fairview Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
Lablein, Jumes V, e . —— 4315 Vietory Blvd, Travis, S, 1, N Y,
Louis, Steve D, ) - Lo 340 Augusta St Flint, Mich,
Lovell, Walter R, ' T 1023—8th Ave,, So., St Cloud, Minn.
luhmnn T. W, . Holbrook, Neb,
MucDonald, Rnderll‘k ...... 4139 2nd Bl\d Detroit, Mich,
Maffeo, Robert . ; 8815 Avis Ave.. Detroit, Mich.
Malott, William O, 5 Route 5, Butavia, Ohio
Mangold, Vernon A. . ; 618 3rd Ave., So., St. Paul, Minn.
Marliere, Arthur P, . : 130 So. Church S, Prineeton, 11
Marsden, Thomas ! 1740 N. Karlov Ave., Chicago, 111
Mausser, Arthur J. b 3707 Baltimore St.. Toledo Ohio
Mayo, Edward i 70 Crown St,, Bridgeport, Conn,
MeAllister, H, 1085 Seyburn Ave.. Detroit, Mich.
McConnell, Fred . ; e 755 10th, Nevada, Towa
MeDonald, Gerald W. 1500 W, 33rd. Des Moines, Towa
McFee, Robert M. R.F.D. No. 2. Creston, Tows
MeMath, Neil T. 547 Mill St., N.E.. Columbia Heights, Minn.
MePhillips, Arthur W, 1358 Dauphin St Mobile, Ala
MeWhirt, Reubin R. 2227 Roosevelt Ave, Berkeley, Calif,
Merfeld, L. N, Dougherty, Towa
Milke, Lloyd J.. 1346 “C™ Ave, NE. Cedar Rapids, Towa
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Miller, Frank O...... e R R A P R 912 11th St.. S.E., Washington, D. C.
Miller, James R... ... ... RO RS P.0. Box 165, Lorman, Miss,
Miller, Wilbur F...oooirinn i 3378 Independence Rd., Cleveland, Ohio
Mimmack, James O, e 1614 New England Ave., Chieago, 11,
T W TRy T 1 T e T S S G 433 Plainfield, Providence, R. 1.
Moffat, David M.... — ; e i 234 Baker, Providence, R. 1.
Moriarty, David P, T ....4926 Congress St., Chicago, Il

Motsinger, Howard L. .. Harrisburg, I11.

Mullaney, Raymond J.. Superior St Chicago, I11.

Murphy, Edward ... ko s 11"8 N. LaSalle St., Indianapolis, Ind.
Nelson, Carl B, e AR Y =l -\pl_ 29, Court Apts.,, Fort Dodge, Towa
Nichols, Clarence Lee ... P . o il 914 Commerce St., Dallas, Texas
Nordby, Hareld E. .. P T T e T e 530 State Roud, Montevido, Minn.
Nordgren, Elmo R....... . A T A G iR 69 Bedford 5t., S.E., Minneapolis, Minn.
Palmits POrlBy T e cains st s e st s o855y i 42090 B, Longview, Wash,

...a070 Ashley Ave., Detroit, Mich.
..5100 E. Lotus St., St. Louis, Mo.
.....1582 Hart Ave., Detroit, Mich.
....................... Walhcrm, Kansas

O’Donnell, James M._.........
Palmer, Raymond ... ...
Pappas, Peter Kit.
Parker, Moa B......

Parsons, James E.._.. B rrrrrrrer ot L L DRt L Y 11 Pine 3[ Bar Harbor, Maine
Pailen;: JORODI B icvisrsmismimrommmssinnmassms s s 5610 ParL Kansas City, Mo.
Panil,. Josenh Fec, comiscciiiiimisimsorms ivisisssmsinmiasiasssminio ....6147 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, 111,
Perkins, Raymond 8. ... et AR N H3 W, Mechanie St., Shelbyville, Ind.
Petrillo, John P. . .. b e A e ST R S TR R 502 E. 32nd St., Lorain, Ohio
Pikal, Richard J. ................. i eoyes st 325 0th Ave., No., Hopkins, Minn.
Pion, Norman L. ... ... R I s i V17 Beacon St,, Worcester, Mass,
Pohlman, Arthur Lo iiiieee i 2704-A Goodfellow Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
Pokopae, George 5. . . ..., L er el m— e 114 B, 170th St Cleveland, Ohio
Pollock, Charles A.. ... s S e LA i . Wilsonville, T11.
Pourcillie, Louis T T e e — T6712-A Minnesota Hl St. Louis, Mo.
Provost, Merrill J. i PO IRS ; R 107 Second St., S.W., Croshy, Minu.

..10920 S, Wabash A\'cu. Chicago, I11.

Raatjes, Henry s iyt
R S0 et Box 355, Kinney, Minn,

Ranta, Leo Wm......

Rasmussen, Arnold H. . - o ST A s S g : v Boelus, Neb.
Raymond, Dominic Joseph.. . I W, ‘ v 18 Pearl S1,, Newton, Mass,
Reagan, William B, i - RTIENy WY Niantie, Conn,
Rempel, Henry C.. . ! ; - S e 4 SRR P ........ Lineoln, Neb.
Rennels, Robert T, ; e A R AR A 3008 117th, Toledo, Ohin
Reppond, Clifford O, ... i s A B e e . Marion, La.
Reynolds, Melvin C,. A bl S e 1430 S, Blul Rochester, Mich.
Rhode, Leo J..... =S . et 320-A Collinsville Ave., East St. Louis, 111
Richmond, Albert P . Ll = 2225 W. P]uladelplua Detroit, Mich,
Roberts, Robt, Norman... . . et 1125 Blerrdon PL, Richmond Hel;,hh Mo.
Robertson, Robt, Ho i o 114 West North S, Mayfield, Ky.
Robertson, Stewart F. s s 4738 W. Monroe St., Chicago, TI1.
Rollene, Robert C. s : et i Cazenovia, Wis.
Rosendale, Harry I)e“u.. f ’ . i 1914 Alvin St., Toledo, Ohio
Ross, ORI i ; e 009 Hnrrlmn S, Walkerton, Ind.
Rubland, Franeis J...... ... oo ot R M M, | Detroit, Michigan
Schofield, David H.. ... - e i 8 R.F.D. 2, Luroni:l. N.H
Schwab, John F, i G et 244—12th Ave,, N., Minneapolis, Minn,
Seidel, Charles E,. - i > ; i3 716 N Vonhgn Ave., Chieago, T1L
Sergeant, Eurl D, ; it .. Atkinson, 1L
Serrell, Grant J.. ; s o R.F. D Rmhe-.lt_r. Mich.
Sherman, Chester . o e A e S b 788 Charles St., Galion, Ohio
Shimmin, Allen C. 4 e 3922 Waburn Ave,, Llewl.mul Ohio
Shostrom, Russell E : g Vi : Dayton, Ohio
Sides, Rudolph..... ... il o s % 212 E. Harrison, Royal Oak, Mich,
Simon, Clande .. e 701 Shotwell St., Sun Francisco, Cal.
Slates, David L. i 662 E, 123rd SI., Cleveland, Ohio
Smith, Andrew C. o : . Idahe City Rd., Boise, Iduho
Smith, Gilbert M. o s i e 1201 E. Wileox, Peoria, T11.
Smith, James D. .. .. : ) Cottonwood, \Tmn
Smith, Joseph R. . . 962 Moreland Ave,, Indianapolis, Ind.
Southard, Frank L. 69 Archer St., Frct-pnri L. L. NY,
Snead, William T, : ('uushull.u. Lu.
Sparling, David E, ; 517 8. Cherokee St., Saylorville, 111,
Sprayite, Calvin A, A 843 Chesterfield, Mt, C]cmcns, Mich.
Stamp, Martin J. : 55 Cranston St Cranston, R, 1.
Stevens, Huraold S, L .Box 27, Star Route, Brunswick, Maine
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Stevenson, Ralph L. .

Stokes, Henr)' C, :
Strattman, Clarence C..

Swan, Robert H.

Swartz, Leonard..........._..... ..
Talbert, Ransom C, ...
Thomas, Ceeil 0.
Tobin, Walter W, ... .
Tombaugh, George H.
Tonyan, Raymond P.
Traver, Charles W.......
Tyll, George W..... . :

Valentine, Haskell J.. . ..o

Vuughn, Charles C.._ .
Wacker, Carl C......
Waiau, Leopold P,

Walker, Donald L. ..

Ward, Homer H...... ... ...
Wareing, Leslie K. ... ...
Wargel, Claude H...... st i
Welshons, Albert H -
Waestphal, Roger W..
Wharton, H. C..
Wiant, Marshall S,
Wlllulms. Ernest W.
Wilson, Paris N......

Wilsony, Porkt N
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Abbott, Howard L.
Addington, R. P .
Armstrong, Randoelph .
Augustine, Leonard E.
Avallone, Frank, Jr. ... .
Avdelotte, Thomas
Aylward, Joseph M.
Baker, Edward J..
Baker, George D.

Buker, Robt. D. -
Baker, William (,. Jr.
Barnack, S, B...........
Barnes, Arthur L. :
Beck, Harold...
Bell, Donald D.

Bullﬂl.h. LT 5 e ——— : i T

Birch, H, J...
Buwmun Walter F..
Boudoin, V. J...

Brewer,

Briut, ('mll E. ke
Brlllcndn]l Walter .
Brummiu, L. D, .. ..
Buckner, Jnt'k Morris .
Buday, Ludice L.

Burlini, Rudolph TR o gt

Burruss, Chester H. .
Busch, George Fritz...
Busho, Edward P..
Butt, Frank R..
Calicchia, William E.
Carter, Alfred G. .
Carter, A. R,
Cavender, Maurice W,
Chaney, Leo O
Charron, Thomas A,
Clampitt, Curtis S.
Clark, Kenneth P.
Clarkson, Chaille L.
Clauson, Walter N
Cogger, S. M.

4302 N. Classen Blvd.,
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216 4th St., Moorhead, Minn.

399 San Diego St., Akron, Ohio
Hollywood, Kansas

Route 1, Nealsville, N, C.

.. 1451 So. Avers Ave., Chicago, 111
211 W. 3rd 51, Hastings, Neb.
l\eosauquu Towa

2016 Schiller Ave,, Wilmette, TIL.

1425 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, Fla.

: Fox LnLe 111,
558 Lincoln Ave., Sangus, Mass,
Route 8, Box 487, Toledo, Ohio
3250 Lime St.. Riverside, Calif.

_Route 3, Box 8, Huntingburg, Ind.
... 174 East 131st, Cleveland, Ohio

e, e Lihue, Kauni, Territory of Hawaii

Ivydale, W, Va.
...... Neches, Texas
1121 W. Tth A\-c Corsicana, Texas

. 2520 W. Marylund St,, Evansvilie, Ind.

X _Runnells, Towa

_Route 1, Box 327, Mhhlgan City, Ind.
716 E, Townsend St., Milwaukee, Wis,
..1230 Carrico Ave.. Louisvillc' Ky.
Sunset Hill, Bethel, Conn.

Liberty, Mississippi

5233 “olmll Ave., Chicago, T11.

514 South 21st St., Padueah, Ky.

2501 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, Md.

417 Aurora Ave., St. Paul, Minn.

37 Kermit St.. Woonsocket, R, L.

... 1269 N, Rosedale Dr., Dayton, Ohio
: Solomon, Kansas
2430 West 15th St., Clﬂ'elimd Ohio

733 No. Stevens St,, Sprmgﬁeld 1.
1271 Osceola Avc.. St Paunl, Minn.
2574 Cypress Way, Cincinnati, Ohio
122 Halladay Ave., Suffield, Conn.
Philadelphia, Tennessee

1292 Kentucky Ave., Akron, Ohio
.. ..19309 Exeter, Detroit, Mich.
103 Orlen Aw, SE., Mumeu]mlls. Minn,
629 N. Grant St., Indianapoliz, Ind.

i 1011 3rd St,, Moorehead, Minn,
1323 N. Rampart St., New Orleans, La.
Coias 4103 Hartford, St. Louis, Mo.
636 Piedmont Dr., Shreveport, La,
125 S.E. 30th St., Portland, Oregon
411 West 13th St,, Trenton, Mo.

‘ General Dvlwer} Flynn, Texas
.. 737 S. Edith St., Albuquerque, N. M,
1823 Church St., Evanston, 111
Oklahoma City, Okla.
20 N. Stone St., Lagrunge, 111

10337 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago, I11.
Box 90, Route 4, Burlington, Wis,
Providence, R. I

62 Sterling Ave., Providence, R. L.
729 Raquette St., Nacadoches, Texas
507 Lyons Ave., Jeffersonville, Ind.
5524 Hodiamom Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
3534 Harding, Detroit, Mich.

Route 1, Dugger, Ind.

Route 1, Winchester, Ky.

Valliant, Okla.

3022 Columbus, Minneapolis, Minn.
1450 21st Ave., San Francisco, Cal.



Collins, Boyd W oo 130 Lorraine Ave., Neenah, Wis,
Cooper, C. R... ... 600 26th St., Richmond, Calif.
Cowan, Frank L P R 1 L MR, SR Maverick, Texas
Crager Richard E. ==V 419 King Ave., Columbus, Ohiu
CrEEAD, TLOBE Wittt s sy s oeTH napse s ssrams nse 956 18th Ave., No., Seattle, Wash,
Cren el JAPMBE Jicsicsiscussiiccsssissosissinssss sn s woss s s nh st sssas s s AR Route 5, Andalusia, Ala.
Cummings, Irvin C... 5800 Drew Ave., S., Minneapolis, Minn.
1701 T 2L O SO e T L e R o s e e 4900 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago, 111
Davis, Orris Ewin, Jr....... "e/o Federal Reserve Bank, V'Hhv:lle Tenn.
DeGennaro, Dominic J.. i .43 Anson Si., Derby, Conn.

D v, Raymond....... R N e A Fargo. N, D.
Devries, Sid .. 738 lmach St S.W., Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dew, William E.. e ey, 69 Dewhurst Ave., Bedford, Ohio
Dimattio, Marino... —— 2815 10th S.W. . Canton, Ohio
Dorweld, Edward F. 13026 Houston Ave., Dctruil. Mich.
Doty, Robyn B..... .. ...Route 3, Box 358, Albuquerque N. M.
Downey, Frank E... 28 Wilkins St., Hudson, Mass,
Dye, Clavin L "R.R. No. 2, Dam 48, Evansville, Ind.

Ellery, Mark g g RN R 1524 (,Iuppen.l St., Flint, Mich.
Elliot, G. R......., R Nl I N Beaman, Towa
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Sumary of the 12th Annual 63rd Seabee Reunion

¥ ol

The 1959 63rd Seabee, 12th Annual Reunion was held at the Savery Hotel, Des Moines,Iowa
September 5, 6, Tthe The dates of the Reunion seem unimportant by the early arrivals.
It does make a good vacation.

In asking for the Reunion to come to Des Moines, the Committee felt that the potential
for "new blood" should be great. Thanks to a lot of people, our convictions were Gon-
firmed. In all, 72 registered with 3 more just stopping by to visit. There were 25
who attended a reunion for the first time. It is to be sure that we will have a few
more regular attenders.

The bzll started rolling with the arrival of A.A. Miller on Wednesday, September 3rd.
By Thursday there were 16 mates and ladies pesent. Friday the number grew, and that
evening approximately 30 attended a dinner at one of the local supper clubs. After
dinner we returned to the hotel and gathered in the hospitality suite to enjoy. fellow-
ship and '‘greet arrivals until 2:30 a.m.

Officially the Reunion started Saturday Morning at 9:00 a.m. with the opening of the
nospitality suite and the starting of Hegistration. The arrivols were somewhat slow
Soturday Morning, but as the day progressed the tempo of the arrivals increased to
the point that there were 67 by evering. - It was day of good fellowshin and renew-
ing old acquaintances, as there were so meny attending the Reunion for the first time.

Saturday Evening we enjoyed a delicious family style chicken dinner. After dinner a
group of western style square dancers performed sever dénces “or us,'and during inter-
mission persudded several of our number to join them. Our favorite, "Paul", provided
us with some of his splendid entertainment, "The Man from Outer Space". Even the
Twins were crowding to the door to sec his wonderful acts. Largely thru the efforts of
Jim Lindsey, the "Midwest Band of the Year", Don Hoy and his Orchestra, was secured for
our plcasures Danecing was from 9:30 to 1:30 a,m. and many felt that the evening was
too short., Pictures of the entertainers and all of the tables were taken during the
dinner hour; and a collection was taken to send flowers to Ferne Hayward who is in the
VA Hospital at Cincinnati, Chio., A card was also sent with our best wishes for his
TECOVErye.

It was the feeling of the Committee that Sunday should be kept open during the dayyg
to attend Church and visit the locdl places of interest. Therefore, no group events
werc scheduled until the dinner dance on Sunday evening.

Alter the dinner Sunday Evening, the Business Meebing was held. Bud Connelly nominated
Dceatur, Tllinois for 19603 Mangold nominated St. Peul; and Bollinger nominated St.
Louis. The winning ways of the midwest was evident as the campaign by Mangold paid off,
and St. Paul was chogen as the 1960 City. Mullaney nominated 1'angold as Chairman, and
was officially voted. Before the voting for the 1960 City, the question came up
whether or not the ladies were entitled to vote. It was voted that the ladies will have
an equal vote, and so they helped to chuose our 1960 Citye.

Both Saturday and Sunday Evenings our puests were introduced so that all might become
acquainted with them. The dance started at 8:30 Sunday Nicht, again with Don Hoy and
his Orchestray and it was official this time that the evening wasn't long enoigh, as

a collection was taken up just before midnight to get the orchestra to stay for another
hour, Even the Twing thought the music was so good that a few camcto join us during
the evening, Johmnie Cam acted as host for our visitors. Two o those joining us
were the oldest twins at the Nationd Twin Association being held at the Savery during

our stay, being 8li years younge
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pts and D isbursements for 1959 (12) Reunion, Des lioines, Iowa
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Tip on food was included in the price of the dinners









