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FOREWORD

On February 10, 1943, eleven hundred officers and men, formally
commissioned as the Eighty-Fourth Naval Construction Battalion, solemnly
pledged themselves to the service of their country.

Primary training was completed at Endicott, followed by advanced
training and final issue of equipment at Camp Parks and Port Hueneme.

A long ocean voyage, a brief sojourn in Australia, and the batt-
alion began its march toward Tokyo, step by step, closely following our
victorious landing forces. Contingents, companies and echelons, depending
on the size of the job, completed special assignments as well as combining
on the major jobs. A future re-union of the battalion would be a review
of the War in the South Pacific. Long after the war is over, mates may
use this book as a reminder of work done and friends made.

The battalion has carried high the banner “Can Do”. The record
of achievement is viewed with pardanable pride.

This book makes no claim to be a complete story of those achieve.
ments, nor a final record. The reader will recognize the military consider-
ations and proper restrictions which must be considered in compiling a
written record during war time, and view the pages which follow not as
a catalogue, but rather as a reminder of jobs well done. The complete
story of Seabee achievements, in which the 84th N. C. B. is proud to have
played its part, awaits Victory.

The Editors




UNITED STATES NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALIONS

“Pride in the privilege which has been conferred upon us; of serv-
ing and supporting the striking forces, and participating with them in act-
ive combat when the need arises and opportunity affords.” Vice Admiral
Ben Moreell, head of the ‘‘Seabees™.

Recognition came for the Seabees with the promotion of their
founder, Ben Moreell, to the rank of Vice Admiral. At 51, he became the
youngest vice admiral in the Navy, as well as the first Civil Engineer Corps
officer and Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks to hold this rank.

In October, 1941, Moreell conceived the idea of construction batt-
alions, the first company consisting of 99 men. On December 7 came the
sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, and the first regiment of 3300 men was
promptly organized. On January 26, 1942, the first battalion of the first
regiment begain training at Quonset Point, Rhode Island. Calling of Civil
Engineer Corps officers to active duly begain. An angry, well-armed
worker bee became the symbol of the “Seabees’, (C. B.). When enlist-
ments closed on October 31, 1943, they numbered 262,000.

““The Seabees have come forward as an institution more quickly
than anyone I know of in the whole of our history, and all of us back
home and out at the front are mighty proud of you.” President Franklin
D. Roosevelt.

From our Aussie comrades-in-arms comes the following tribute:
““The Navy'’s troops, but everyone’s heroes. They are the super construction
gangs of the Pacific War, the men who convert battle-torn islands into
formidable bases, not while you wait--but while you watch!” From the
Brisbane, Australia, ‘“‘Telegraph”.

Adm. Willian Halsey, commander of the South Pacific naval forces,
aptly summarized Seabee and allied unit accomplishments in the following
words: “‘Our magnificent engineers, Navy Seabees and Army units, hewed
airfields out of jungles. We got the planes into them in time to stem all
enemy counter-attacks. We went into harbors where little if any docking
facilities existed, and built them. We cut the turn-around time of cargo
ships from weeks to days. It is with the deepest gratitude that I pay tri-
bute to these components of the South Pacific Force. Thanks to their
labors, we now have the spring-boards from which our future offensives
must be launched. We have a date in Tokio.”

In that great project, the 84th has sought to do its part.




CIVIL ENGINEERS, VOLUNTEER RESERVE
(Special Service) CEC- V(S)

“Officers of the Civil Engineer Corps”, says the Personnel manual,
“are charged with the design, construction, and maintenance of all facil-
ities entering into the shore establishment of the Navy.”

“The wide scope of engineering activities comprises drydocks,
marine railways, shipbuilding ways, harbor works, quay walls, piers,
wharves, ships, dredging, landing, floating and stationary cranes, power
plants, coaling plants, hangars, flying fields, seaplane ramps, heating,
lighting, telephone, water, sewer, and railroad systems; roads, walks,
and grounds; bridges, radio towers, hospitals, shops, barracks, and all
buildings for whatever purpose required.”

These tasks were undertaken and completed successfully under
conditions that required engineering skill and inventiveness of the highest
order. Jungle and climatic obstacles, combined with war urgencies and
often battlefield conditions, had to be overcome.

Skill, nerves, bone and muscle were often drawn to a razor edge,
but the job was done. Regulations, customs and precedents went over-
board in the speediest and vastest construction job in the annals of war.

The skill and versatility displayed by the Civil Engineer Corps in
performing these many and varied duties stirred the admiration of the
world, and contributed much to the almost legendary fame of the Seabees.

No finer record of devotion to duty can be found in American
history.
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Headquarters Company
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

Comprising the staffs of the administrative offices, yeoman,
storekeepers, engineers, cooks, bakers and medical corpsmen, the
company has had a hand in every project undertaken by the 84th.

As each project required some or all of the functions of head-
quarters personnel, the men of this company furnish a cross-section of the
many and varied achievements of the battalion.

Because their travels and work were so wide spread, it was only
natural that this company became the number one “‘scuttlebutt” factory,
and the tall tales often grew to unbelievable size.

From “feather merchants” to ‘“‘engineers with hairy ears”, they
covered the waterfront.
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“A” COMPANY

Four important stages on the road to Tokio may be proudly
claimed by this company.

Island X (1). Participated on docks, jetties, warehouses, barracks,
pontoons, roads, etc.

Island X (2). PBY depot, landing ramp, dock, hanger, camp,
warehouses, magazines, etc.

Island X (3). Camp facilities, jetty, warehouses, and living
quarters.

Island X (4). Dock, airfields, warehouses, quarters, roads and
general base facilities.

Add to the above, general construction work in Australia, and
this company has made great and innumerable contributions to the
record of Naval Construction Battalion Eighty-Four.
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“B“ comm

Arriving in Australia as an integral part of the battalion, the
company operated as a detached unit until rejoining their mates on

Island X (4).

In Australia their first project, building up the original Seabee
receiving camp, followed by a large hospital project for 1500 beds, com-
plete with galley, water supply, sewage, electricity, and all necessary
facilities.

At a north Australia port, then under severe enemy air attack,
they modernized Naval facilities and constructed ‘*Seabee City”, a re-
markable lot of achievements for a small echelon.

“Camp Bado Kuji”, on a strategically important island, was the
scene of marine railway and jetly operations.
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“C” Company
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“C” COMPANY

Landing with company ‘A’ and most of Headquarters company
in a jungle wilderness on the shores of New Guinea, the company pion-
eered in the work of building what is today one of the greatest Naval
bases in the Pacific.

Untouched since the dawn of Time, the mud and tangled jungle
presented a challenge that was overcome only by tremendous work and
skill.

Docks for sea-going ships, loading ramps, warehouses, roads and
every conceivable service facility grew rapidly on the site of what had
been a tiny native village by a small brook.

Achievements like this gave the world real proof that “CAN DO”

meant exactly that.
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TILLIE

Number One Sweetheart of the Coral Sea-
Homely of face and ungainly in gait-
With but one dress to her name, and an old one-
She was, nevertheless,

Unanimous sweetheart of the 84th.,
Darling of the Pacific Fleet,

Girl Friend of the Merchant Marine,
Supervisor of every project,

Champion hitchhiker of New Guinea,

A welcome lady guest in every tent,
Everbody's Sweetheart and Girl Friend-

Tillie ! ! !




BRIEF HISTORY OF THE EIGHTY-FOURTH BATTALION

Certain dates are burned into the memory of all of us, but the
men of the Eighty-Fourth Seabees have one particular date frozen into
theirs. That memorable day began at 4 a.m., January 11, 1943. Eleven
hundred frozen strangers huddled and shivered together between half
finished barracks at Camp Endicott, Rhode Island. When night came,
they were the 84th Naval Construction Battalion.

Three weeks that froze your bones, blistered your feet and ached
your muscles, followed. Left, right, left, right, hep, hep, hep, extended
order, bayonet drills, judo, made the ‘‘sack” a wonderful place to crawl

or be lifted into by nightfall. Some were able to get out in the morning,
unassisted.

Then came the day of days-the first Liberty night. Like boys
with their first long pants, they rushed to the main street of Providence,
then disappeared into every public place except the Carnegie Library. They
had no need for books, having memorized the Bluejackets manual.

A snappy dress parade before the newly arrived officers, and the
boot days were over. “Mac” no more, they were full-fledged ‘“‘mates”.
Most startling discovery--that the instructors we held in the same awe as
an admiral were mostly Seaman, First Class. Our morale shot up.

Home leave, and the rolling walk of real sailors was easier than
we had figured, helped along by the tearing New York Central and some
very helpful flagmen and Pullman porters. Some of the boys claim they
had no trouble convincing the home town boys that they had just come
out of a furious naval battle, winning after a sensational struggle.

Sad partings, back for extended order, final check of gear, and
three trainloads of men started across the country they were leaving
home and loved ones to defend. The Great Adventure had begun. On
our way.

Certain, when boarding, that the trip would end in California,
the first two days looked like a grand circle tour of New York state.
Finally, a loophole was discovered, and from then on a speedy path was
cut across the Middle West, every city a heart tug for someone. Crossing
the Mississippi symbolized the cutting of the lifeline, the valley nearly
every man called home. Easter Day services aboard were doubly signifi-
cant and full of deep meaning.
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Sunny California greeted us with the “very unusual” spectacle
of a rain storm, quickly forgotten at the sight of new redwood barracks,
inside “‘heads” and laundry on every floor, bunks spaced wide enough to
walk around, and a large welcome sign in the cheerful messhall. Camp
Parks started well and ended well, the Ship’s Company doing an excellent
job on starting Seabees on their way to Island X. Even the grueling climb
to the top of Mt. Diablo was quickly forgotten in the warm hospitality of
Hayward and other good liberty spots. Final issue of gear and weapons
impressed upon all that a long time and many trials would pass before
such a pleasant experience would come again.

Seabees go to sea, and the final intensive training period found
the battalion on the shores of the great Pacific, making final preparations
to cross its wide reaches and build the supply stations on the Road to
Tokio. Camp Rousseau introduced us to docks, warehouses, Quonsets, and
the many implements of naval bases. Palms we had seen before, although
they were dark ones in the hands of dining car waiters on the trip across.
Final liberties were spent in seeing Hollywood, where the movie stars, if
around, couldn’t be recognized without clever trick photography. Most of
these jaunts were held up for an hour or two at Oxnard, where an over-
flow reception room for ride thumbers was conducted by SPs.

Then came the day of all days for Seabees--embarkation day.
Eleven hundred officers and men walked a gang plank to the deck of an
ocean-going ship, many for the first time of their lives. Sleeping tier on
tier gave an idea what sardines must think about, and the first rolling of
the ship taught many why sailors may run out of water, but never out of
food.

Three weeks on the smooth Pacific, with a giant Viking captain
at the helm and ‘‘May West” snuggling close, were passed in calm assur-
ance, the only excitement coming when afternoon snoozers staged a track
meet at the first bark of gun practice.

Australia, large as the United States, with its seven million people
concentrated in six cities; land of the platypus, koala bear, emu and the
Kangaroo; primitive blacks living as earliest man on the world’s oldest
land; “Slyke" “Tye”, and “aigs” on the menu three times a day; where
funis a “‘bit of a go” and OK is “fair dinkum”. The newcomer wonders
nt the paradox of a people whose whole interest seems concentrated in

“ryces”, “tye” and three day week-ends, at the same time producing the
gallant Aussie soldier, a first-class fighting man. The excitement of the
first “pub call”, where you go in like Notre Dame smashing off tackle,
and come out looking like you had just stopped Bronko Nagurski. A land
of strange and interesting views and animal life, including, as the Seabees
were soon to learn, lumber as heavy and tough as pig iron.
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Military life is hard, and no sooner had the battalion set up a
schedule of the pubs with the biggest quotas, and choice telephone numbers,
orders came to board again for Headquarters, “A"” and “C"” companies.
Through the still hot Coral Sea, where a great American naval victory
had turned the tide of Jap invasion, alerted Seabees waited tensely for the
sight of Island X. On this voyage was lorn the “Coral Sea Bee" official
battalion publication.

Grimly, all aboard realized that in the waters below were ships
and heroes of the American Navy, who in one of the most decisive naval
battles in history, had given all to stop ithe tide of Jap invasion. We were
now the vanguard of the fleet that was to drive the Nips back to Tokio.
Where New Guinea enters the Coral Sea, we entered the War.

Low clouds, rising like steam from weird, jungle matted hills,
barely revealed a fringe of coconut palms on a shore without a sign of life.
As the copper-colored sun rose over thiz mountain top, the mists drifted
away, and nestled in the palms, native reed-thatched houses came dimly
to view. Out from the shore shot a dugout canoe, a native paddler skill-
fully cutting the water. Our first Fuzzy-Wuzzy. The 84th and Island X
had made contact. At this point begins the story of the New Guinea jungle,
transformed by Seabee skill into a modern base. This we have sought to
picture in the pages of this book.

Companies ‘“A”, ““C"” and Headquarters prepared to go ashore,
thrilled and a bit shaky about 16 foot pythons, and ants that carried you
outside to divide among themselves. There was nothing about this in the
Bluejackets manual or the enlistment papers. In fact, the Recuiting Officer
distinctly hinted that Dorothy Lamour was only a carbon copy of the real
thing to be found in the South Seas. These scarce reports turned out like
most stories turned out by advance parties, and were filed with the boot
camp gags about the square needle and the bow and arrow shot.

Eighth and Plum, temporary campsite, was a bit on the rugged
side, and many a Seabee grandson will enjoy the story of how it was
named as soon as he is big enough, of course. Some Seabee stories are
for adults only.

A better and more convenient location was soon selected, and a
mess hall (always a Seabee No. 1 priority) and quarters on 4’ stilts made
a good camp while our road builders elevated and graveled their jobs,
enabling one to get about without scraping mud from your belt every
night. No longer was the mud plumb, nor did you 8" to go home.
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Once settled in camp, the real purpose of our long trip and tech-
nical training courses began to unroll. Docks must be built, warehouses
erected, jungle cleared for many purposes, water, sewer, road, electrical
and other facilities had to be put into operation. Those were the days when
the great steamroller of amphibious might had barely begun to turn its
wheels, and a firm footing must be secured in a hurry. Those first days
were hurried, as you all well remember, but once the bugs and kinks were
ironed out, the smooth working teams soon were clicking at a surprising
rate, with no more noise or misses than a good watch. Each night expert
eyes measured the progress on the dock, counted the new warehouses and
walked appraisingly over the new roads. Waterworks men proudly urged
you to try their new showers, the electricians checked the size of our new
and welcome tent lighting, and tents began to blossom out with porches
and furniture. Haertzen's Hash House, Cadiff’s Cut Rate, the Detroit
Edison Company (SWPA branch), and P. 0., the Clip Joint and other
services lined the main drag of a pretty homey little city. There was even
talk of electing a Mayor and a City Council, but there were more candi-
dates than voters. i

As a great Naval Base came into being, new units began to flow
in, and soon the Pandemonium Gayety ceased to be a civic club, and the
family entrance to the Ship’s Store was no more. We had been taken over;
our work was done. And when the day came to go out, we left with only
a parting glance.

Back in Australia, we strutted down the King’s, Queen’s and the
Princes’ streets with the swagger of bronzed and veteran seafaring men.
Atabrine complexions needed no proof of our travels and adventures.
Civilization did look good, the milk and ice cream looked better, and
chance acquaintances made on our first brief stop became almost part of
the family--in some cases they did. Fair Dinkum.

The retired fire horse in the pasture yearns for the days of excit-
ment and frenzied effort. So do Seabees who have conquered the jungle.
We wanted to go, home if we could, but out if we could not. We did.
Again,

For the first time, the entire battalion was to work as a unit. Get-
ting acquainted again was easy on a troop transport, snugly huddled as
we were. And the cruise was a happy one, marred only by the one prob-
lem--The Galley Shtack Vas Smoking. The Seabees couldn’t fix that, nor
the Cook.
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Good Old Sydney



We were exclusive again. Qur own very private little island, which
nobody could get on, and we couldn’t get off. In New Guinea we wanted
to be alone. In Australia we got that way. Now we had it. Garbo wasn’t
there, either.

After weeks that would have delighted an old soldier, with little
work and good chow, blunt nosed LSTs bumped our shore, and opened
their hungry mouths for men and equipment, loaded on with a new tech-
nique in record time. Shove off.

This time there was no fooling. Guns and packs were checked.
Speeding the unloading job might be our necks and there was a chance
that the brown babies with big teeth might not like it. Could be--could be.

On a gray dawn made gloomy by welcome fog, we slipped up to
a strange shore. Hastily dug gun pits lined the jungle edge, from which
came battle stained soldiers. Off in the distance, guns barked. Somebody
was being mopped-up, but it wasn’t us. Four men let go of the Chaplain’s
hands. The rest of us let go with the gear.

No longer greenhorns, but experienced veterans, pitching camp was
an old and simple story. Like Topsy, it grew and fast. No mud, no mosqu-
itos, no nets. A good deal and a good deal it continued to be from that
day on. Movies, baseball, Rec. Hall, Library, horseshoes, all crowned by
a beautiful chapel that soon became the cathedral of Island X, made the
leisure hours pleasant. Four top commendations in as many months for
good work done were even more pleasant. The experience acquired the
hard way was paying off. We knew how to produce and to make the most
of it. Two years that seemed both short and long had transformed skilled
American citizens into jungle fighter-builders, giving us days and nights
of strange and interesting experiences never to be forgotten. Nor will they
be. The Netherlands East Indies added another chapter to our travel

history.

“I will be back,” said General MacArthur. He came, and in that
vast armada were five LSTs bearing the 84th Seabees. Men and equip-
ment poured out with the sure routine of veterans, even the confusion
showing skilled organization. Little did we dream on leaving Port Hueneme
of someday seeing the Philippines, but this was no dream. We too had
arrived. x

The end of the long road from Sydney to Tokio has nearly been
reached. The original 84th has concluded its career on the doorstep of
eventual Victory, certain to have its proud banner in the parade to the
Emperor Hirohito’s bomb-crushed palace. Finis la guerre.

~




Way Station
on Tokyo Road

SR S

Loading Ramp

Going In




Open Air Mess Hall

Tempol‘a ry Camp

Modern Tropical
Chow House




Island X (4)

o
ﬁ :."'

Main Highway

Street Scene




Main Street

Country Stores

.
D

Paton Roadway




Modern Seabee
City

New Trails

Stored in
the Shade




Holy Trinity Chapel




First Military Funeral
for a Fallen Mate

A Far off Morning View
Volcano Smokes Upward




Publishers..............cc..eseeevveeeennno. Lt. Comdr. Roger F. Neal, CEC, USNR,
Officer-in-Charge

Lt. Comdr. W. H. Alexander, CEC, USNR,

Executive Officer

Director of Publication........................ Chaplain Harold C. Gosnell, USNR
Historical and Script Writer............cccvvvivieininen. Frantz A. Werner, Y3c
Design and Production ............cccoveiiinnninnnn. Robert Bannister, Jr., CPtr.
Photographers................c...cccccevevererecncnennr... William McCuddy, PhoMle

H. L. Jacobs, PhoMle
C. C. Webb, PhoMIc

01 (¢ ey Pyt e SO o e e Sheldon L. Myers, WT3c
Robert T. Sappia, WT3c

BON VOYAGE

Commemorating two years of Seabee life for officers and men of
the Eighty-Fourth Naval Construction Battalion, this little volume is dedic-
ated to the men who made it possible-—-YOU.

For the Staff, planning, designing. photographing, writing and
printing this record has been a pleasant and interesting experience, for
which opportunity we are grateful.

First and foremost, however, this is Yours--your work, your plea-
sures in recreation and worship--Yourself. The book, in every respect,
belongs to you.

This book was printed in its entirety in your own print shop, partly
in the Netherlands East Indies, the remainder in the Philippine Islands.

84th Seabee Print Shop







T ——

HOROTAY IN THE SPICE ISLANDS

seven knots, The sun was shining end the alr felt brisk and clean after

The next zcyning we were coasting along the Faw Guirea ceoast al

the blow durinz the night. The high mountains behind the coast looked
darie and ferbidding as evar with the usual clouds drifting between the
curtains of showsars. The other LSTs were on both sides of us and way
up ahead the two destroyers were crossing baeck and forth clearing the |
way. In toward the boach I could sea one of cur "Black Cats" patrol-
ing low and close. The gunmers were still at their battle aﬁatinn:,
for the time socn after sunrise is the mest dangerous in submarine
waters.

The Chief told me to look over the side. All 1 could see was a

couple of cable ends hanzing from ths bits on deck, The beat in which

. I had nearly leit my scachest was gone, and the boat on the other side |

had done likewise. Ws plugzed along all day and since there was mothing

to do, overybody stretched ocut on deck and took it easy. Toward sunset
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wa had General Quarters for abouttwo hours, for subs cight be around
waiting tolake a crack at us and planes might show up any old time,
Sometime during the night we stopped end lay drifting for quite a
while. We were at the rendevous spot and walted for the main convey
to show,

As day broke I could see over fifty ships all arowund us, mostly
L5Ts but also many big transports, cargo ships and many types of aux=
illery veasels, The escorts were laying ahead, behind and to the sldes.
The convoy commanders ship was in the middle and forward and as scon
as it was light, signals went up and the ships in the convoy changed
;‘maitiun; all wers at Ceneral Quarters. Then we had. gun practice and
it was quite a sight to watch the curtain of ack-ack which went up
as the whole convoy fired, and it was also a good bet to keep the stesl
helmet on for shrapnel was falling all arocund ua.

The night before we were to land I had a chance to get in the radar
shack with tha gunnery offlicer, and the operator let me watch the dial,
The center was our own ship and cutside wags the cutline of the other
ships in the convoy including the two destroyers way up ahead, We were
forty-two miles off the coast of Moretal and I could see the outline
of the i;ﬁhrda, both Halmahara and Morotai in the disl.

The Jops had expected us to attack Halmshara on the south tip =o
we knew they had & lsargze forece and several airﬂu.fl.da on that island,
which was only 12 niles from Horotai,

It was piteh dark when we got up, had something to eat and got
into combat gear, The engines stopped and it seecmed very quid all

of a sudden, We could seec a few lights ashore and we knew some of
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i the Army were elrcady in, but atill it was very uncertain what would

{ happen when daylight cama.

Davn comes fast here so close to the Ulne. The first wave went
in, hit the bsach and nothing heppened. Then the second wave. The sun
was up now and no planes had come in; the beach was quiet and the enly
firing we could hear was up under the hills, mostly machinegun and rifle
fire but now and then the bmlming of a big gun rocked thehir. The beach
was a nasty cne for landing. A coral rim stopped the landing crafts
about forty or fifty feet from the sand., When we came in we hit with
a"hall of a jar which shaok the ship —— it must have taken off inchea
of the steel plates in the bow — and we were still forty fest from
land, So we got hn bulldoger started to bulld a razp of sand and sent
zen in to moke smandbags to pack the sides of the ramp so the surf.
wouldn't destroy it.

We had orders to dump our supply of gasoline and diesel oil over-
board the minute we hit, and ss the LSTs kept thelr engines running
at full =peed zhead, the barrels were out in the bay in no time,
scattered to the four winds. Some nets had been sent along which wers
to be used for fishing out the barrels, hut after several unsuccesaful
attenpts the boats came back, .

We had to get our fuel so J got orders to go out and see what 1
could do, I pgot hold ef all the heaving lines I could find and a
crew of the best swimmers in the battallon, We went out and began
chasing the four hundred-scme barrels which by now were a couple of
miles out, The boys jumped overboard and tied the long heaving lines

i_to the barrels which wera then pullsd alongside the bost, However,
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the barrels were too heavy to heave into the boats., Besides thero was
very little room in the snall boats, But the barrels had to be rescued
before they floated out to the ocean. An Army LCT came along and I

got an idea. We pulled alongslde and I explained our predicament to
the ensign in charge. I wanted to use his ship to get the barrela;

Iit. had plenty of room and we could lower the ramp forward and float
the barrels to where they could be rolled., He was a nice sort of guy,
but slower than hell and spoke with a southern drawl. He blinked the
beachmaster and asked permission, which we got after much explaration.
" The boys jumped in and scon the barrels begsn rolling. But it took
about four hours and we wers three-four miles off when we had the

last of them aboard, Some had drifted ashores, however, and we could
368 the Arcy boys come out to get them, Gasoline is scarce and
valuable on a newly invaded island so we knew these barrels wera lost
as far as we were concammed, and when we hollered to them to lay off,
they fingered their noses and told us to jump in the bay.

On the way the 1CT ot orders to come around the point to Red
Beach; so while the ensign had hot pants, I rushed around trying to
find additiomal crew to gzet the barrels off in a hurry.

Our equipment had been unloaded by now and was stacked all through
the coconut grove, and we had been damned lucky getting in as we did
without the Jap planes attacking. The Jap gun which had fired from
the hills hsd been silenced shortly after it started firing. We had
guards pested right away around our supply dumps, for the Armmy boys
were hungry and had started digging into the grubpiles.

- — S ——— -
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side of the island, so we sent bulldozers ahead to clear a trail
through the jungle. Trucks were losded with tents, galley equipment
end everything we necded for the first night, and the long line started
rolling, bouncing and jumping over the rough muddy ground, amd then 2
truck got stuck the tractors hauled it out and the line was moving
again, The boys wera packed on top of the loads and had to hang on
for dear life. Now and then a few fell off, but the mud was soft so
they did not get hurt, except one who fell under the rear wheel which
wvent over his chest. He was cne of the boya whe had done the swimzing
for the oil barrels, and it looked bad but Doc Coamboy got him fixed up
‘and after 2 long time in bed he was alright again,

Cur campsite was in a large coconut prove next to the edge of a
thiek stretch of jtmé;la, and when I got there it was busy as a bee-
hive. Tents shot up all over; the cooks had most of the field galley
erected and down by the beach the evaporators were running making

fresh water from the sea. Everybody was in goocd spirits and the laugh-

Ing end shouting could be heard & mile away. We were short of tenta
in the officers' country, so I and one of the othor officeras had te
be satisfied with an awning which we stretched over a couple of poles,
cleaned off the ground and uoﬁfu.p our cots,

The day was now pretty well along toward sunset, the fires wore
going in the galley, there was water in the tank =nd Harold Slick,
the provost marshall m-aam:ling out his sentries to their posts
around the camp. After my partner and I had our tent all set, we
seratehed out a =mall foxhole, just big enough sc the iwo of us could
stretch out in it, The stars were out by the tima the chowline formed,
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everybody got their portion and sat dowm any old place to eat it.

Some were still eating when the three warning shots boomed, and
they must have been late with the warning, for all hell broke loose
risht then and there. The Japa were in low and every gun was firing
go shrammel fell all around us. The boya were hugging pelm trunks and
anything for some kind of cover, for very few had foxholes dug. We
Junmped into our small shallow trench and dazn near got squashed by the
ten or twelve who tried to get in on top of us.

At one time the planes came directly down, but they leveled off and
strafed the carge ships anchorad out in the bay in front of us. Shrap-
nel makes a terrifying sound as it comes whirling down, and a piece six
inches long buried itself deep in the pﬂm trunk directly over our small
fexhole. It is a wonder we dld not have many casualties that night.

As it was we los* one man. He was burded under & little white cross
cass THERRMY

togsther with many others'in a small clearing up ageinst the jungle

wall, and when we later built a baseball field on the basa, we called.

it Bremnan field.

The next dey work started. Bulldozers were roaring and tearing
inte the thick jungle, knocking down trees, pushing away the undergrowth
and tugging at the long tough vines inches thick which hung down from
the treecs. Spiders; scorpions and a million other bugs drizzled down
on the operstors, but they Just wiped them off, cussed and diﬁd in
agein. It looked like & personal fight. The jungle had ~hallenged
them and now it had to go.

A portsble dock made from Standard pontoons had been towed in and

work was in full swding installing it, for the ships in the harbor had

Vg

gy

o




@ St

to be unloaded as socn g3 possible, We had brought a sawmill along

and had orders to cut all lumber necessary to build the base, Ray |
Hua]l.'icar was put in eharge of the lumber coperations and I, being new

in the battalion, was ordered to assist him until I got my assigment.

We had soon located a good spot for the sawmill and had found
plenty of big trees to log. The tresa were tall and straight and of a
semi-hard wood which would make fine building meterial., Cle Birleland
frem Nerth Dakota was put In charge of the legging erews and started
cutting 2a scon as the bulldozers had cleared a roszd to the trees,

The sawmill ¢rew had been sent to the beach to pick out the parts for
. [ the mill and haul it to the site which had been cleared off. The jungle
was thick arcund the logging area so we put out guards with Tomogy guns
for the Jap patrols were still drifting around irying to get through

our lines to get back to their maln force up under the hills.

We also had to be careful shout "Dud™ bembs which our airforce
had dropped but which had not exploded when they hit. We had to have
men walk ahead of the bulldozers and we picked up many on the ground
and alsc porachute bombs which were hanging in the trees,

Wa had gquite a job finding the parts of the sawmill and it was not
until two days later, that we declided we were short several crates of
parts. Ve had air raids every night snd one night some Japs sneaiked
in and bayoneted the machinist!s mate on watch at the elsctric genera- "
tors, OQur sentries were jittery cn thelr post out in ths Jjungle at
. night, and every now and thean a shot went off and the corporal of
the guard dashed off in the Jeep to find out what had happensd. Moat
of the time it waz wild pizs moving sbout, and several porkers got




- 15 -

shot, but they shot at anything that made a nolse or moved and found
out what it was afterwards,

Ray finally had to tell the Skipper that we were short one third
of the perts for the sawmill, and the old man did = lot of cussing and
gent us out to look again, but when we reported no luck, it was his turn
to report to the base comnander and stand by and hear him do some cuss-
tng. We had broughtfio lunber along and we had 2 big base to build, If
Wg ordered the parts through the regular chemnels we knew the war might
be over before the parts arrived.

Having been with tha regiment I knew pretty well what machinery
vas available in the dumps &t the bases toward the south, and at one
particulsr base, 1 knew there were severzl sawnills of the same make
as the one we had., The "old man" decided I betier see if I could get
a plane ride out of the place and go south to procure the parts. The
bzse comnander told me he actually could not writs me orders as he had
not The anthority to do so without getting nermission from headquartnrf.
But getting ordera from headguarters wonld take just about as leng a
time a= it would tzke to get the parts for they would most likely write
bacl a4 couple of times and aak why we wanbed much orders and why we
had left the parts in the first place, so the Captain wroto me a set
of orders anyway.

Tha =caplane tender "Tangler® was anchored off Red Beach and I
thousht she would be oy best bat 2s she had PBYs {lying both north
and sputh, I packed my light handbag and was soon boueing in a jeep
up along a muddy trail where we met rows of our trucks hauling equip-

nent from the beach and we had o stay ocut of the truck tracks or
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tha Joup woul? heng vp. DBy thoe Army hoswitals the mud was so deep

wa liad to opin throwgh In coupound low und froeu thers on the Army was
clutzering the rond, Near the Jap alrfield I noticed cno of ocur
boubera, a BAL, ciroeling low over the field with one of his engines
afire and oll pouring cut behind, The Jap strip was small and locked
1ike a plowed poiato field, but I imew the 24 hed to come down eglie
stopped. .

He cireled again and came in low over ths palmtops for ho had to
take advantaze of tha snall ameunt of field availshle. When he hit,
the big ship bouncad and leaped back in the alr, then came down again
:sit!: .a crash znd shoersd over to one zide, inocked off a few palm
trees and gettled in a heap up sgainst the Jungle wall. Uhat stopped
the ship Trom eatehing fire and blowinz up I still cannot understand,
hut it did not and the crew climbed out ail unhurt, IU was a lavy
ship, and when we talked to the pilot he said he would have to report
to the "Tengier", so we took hin nlnrﬁg.

Red Beach was all confusion. Army trucks were plowing tho mud
to g3t the lighters unlecaded which was bringing stores in from the
cargo shins in the harbor. T could ses the "Taagler" anchored way ocut
toward the PT basse with zeveral Black Cats floating alongs.idu. The
basglrraster thought I was erazy when I asked him for & ride to the
tender; he hed plenty to do wdthout betherlnz with the Navy and we
eould wait till the Tanzler meat a boat ashore. Bat it was getting
late in the day so wo started to loock zround {or some other way of
getting out. A big nolay sergemt was ruaning the show dewm by the

larding, shouting and swearinz, bawling the hell out of boat crewa
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and truckdrivers. When I approached him about a ride he tock such 2
dirty lcok at my Navy hat that I hurriedly added that I was a Seabes.
Well, a Seabes, that was different, sure he would get us ocut thero.

It was sunset when we walked up the gangway of the Tangler and we
had & hard time getiing alongside for the wind was blowling and the
water was real choppy. I saw the executive officer and he told me I
was welcome to stay onboard and that they had planes flying south the
next day so he would get me off,

Down in the wardroom several officers were gathered zround the

radio listening to Tokio Rose, GShe reeled off her usual stuff and

began telling us all ebout Moretal in suech a way that we knew she

must have gotten first hand information that was good. She even men—
tioned the Tangler, where she was anchored and that the Jap airforece
would see to it that the ship got what she had caming to her. As usual
we had a good time joking about the broadeast and laughing, but ahe
certainly had plenty of information about us, We had steazk for dinner
vwhich sure tasted good to me after having lived on Spam and rations

for severzl days., '

We had just settled down for a smoke after dinner when the claxon
sounded General Quarters and everyone rushed out ta their battle-
stations. Everybody except me. Being a transient officer, I had to
gstay there in the wardroem. I heard the stamping of feet along the
deck and the noise of the guns belng readied, then the elicking of
the belts as the bulkheads were secured, followed by silence., The
Philiprino messsen huddled together in a corner and whispered in their

ann linﬁu and it was nearly dark all around, Just 2 few red lights
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yera shining herc oné there, Scinbedy was taliing over the loudsnezkar

-~ 15# -

but it waz nuddled and cade 1itile sense to 2o, and T wss wishing I had

glipped cut on deek bafore thay shut tho bulkheads,

e

I never did mind the alralds mueh wlhien I was sitting in & foxhole

e Fiasny

or oud ithe opea, but to be locked up balow deck on a ship in 2 ward=-
rood which iz just above o hold filled with aviation gasoline; bozhs
and terpedoes, is quite another sensatlon,

The loudspeaker barked sharply and it started. Thunder multiplied
a thousand tiazes would be nothinz coapared to the noiss those bigand
spell juns made on the steel decks above my head, The whole ship ashook
81l over, and after several dull scundinz thuids she rocked bacsk and
.-th. _We had had & near miss by the stern. The boys were talling me
a1l zbout it shen they caze down after the "all elesr", bui they did’
not stay vory long for the claxon sounded again a litile later.

This tine T trled to slip ocut on deck but was turned hack to ths
lack hole by the =myard l..l‘. the bulkhezd. I think we had eight ralds

that night and after the fifth one we pulled the hock znd moved out

in the streaa wnd anchored near a bunch of Libertiy shirs to the dis-
gust of the merchant crews, for the big crane on the Tanzler was stand-
ing out in the moonlight like a sore thuzh,
It was way toward morning when we got a chance for a little shut-

gye and the CD had ziven ze a3 cot to slesp on out on deck., T had
Just got comfortable and waes ready to doze off when scmebedy shock

and asked me to pleasze pab to hell cut of his bunk, I felt 1like
telling him to mo to the gzze place, bub being & vlsitor cnboard
I kad to pe polites I got up and found en empty cot a few rows down;

as nobedy claimed it I slept well for a couple of hours,
e e
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Just a3 we were going dovm the gangway the nsxt morning to taks
the crashboat to our plane, a Black Caot came in 21l shobt up with holes
in the wings and all along the fuselage. They called for a doctor as
they had many wounded onboard, so we went back onboard while the boat
wvent out to get them. A couple were on stretcheors and the rest were
tandaged but obtherwise in pood shape, laughing and Joldng as they
went up the cangway. They had surprised a Jap ship alongsids 2 dock
somewhere and had blovm it up, but had damn ﬁear got the deep six thom=
salvas.

Wa were soon taxiing out toward open water and took off, making
a wide oircle over the island zs we gained altitude, which gave me a
good chance to ses the layout of our operations.

Horotai is shaped like 2 m@dlywog, big and fat with a2 small tail.
The tall was flat and about elght {nenes long and that wes all we had
gl H—=wE2 g1l we wanted of the island. At the root of ths tall, the
hills rose and we had sei up a perimeter there to defend our part of
tho islend from the Japas who wers hiding in the thick jungles along
the hiligidea, I cenld see the pillboxes snd the lines the Aray had
gut, the heavy artillery, and Cub planes were flying back and forth
gver the eneny territory keeping track of the Jap movenents and ziving
range to the artillsry whenever they saw any concentration. Theay were
firing awsy as we went over.

The Tanpior was undsr us now and on a small island to the west the
PT boats were gathersd cutside their bsse. As we swung over the island
again I saw the treils and roads, the hospitals, the Jap airstrip and

Just below, the upﬁning in the coconut trees where wo had started to
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.""m the bember strips. Farther south we passed our camp and flew
over the tip of the Tuil wheras the Army had thelr bigzgest concentration
of anti-aircraft batteries, Twelve mlles away on the other side of
Morotal Straits, was Halmahara with it's smoking volcano and jagged
mountain ranges, We swung away toward the east for near that voleano
vora nine Jap airfields.

As soon as we were well cut over ths Halmahara Sea I stretched
out under the waist gun blister and went to sleep making up for what
1 I lost the night before and did not wake up until we passed over the
island of Numfour where the Army had landed and driven off the Japs.

Shortly after we landed in the harbor of YMios Woende, t.u-.iﬁ in
and pulled up on the ramp, I got a jeop to take me to my old outfit.
Larson was still there and plenty busy packing for the move south.
The officer I had to =ee aboul the sawmill parts gave me the Red Tape
as usual, I argued with him for houra, but he insisted it was necw
eszary to go through the regular channels which would take time. I
tried to impress upon him how important it was that we gut.l the parts
right away and that I would have to have them flown in the next day
but he szld he could not give permissicn and would have to write
headquarters. I finally got him to agree to give ms cne box of spare
parts which did not belong to thes threa complete mawmills in t.h._a dump.

That night I got a Chief I knew in the 55th ht;.tt-ﬂlim to help
‘me., He brought a crew and we got the box of spare parts but added
. all the other parts we needed and, for good measure, took a diesel
engine with us, We dumped the diesel engine at the doclts and brought
the parte to the airbase where I had arranged for & plane to take

S ———
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them to Morotai the next morning, thanks to Alir Wing Ten which was one
of the most cooperative cutfits I ever ran into in the South Pacific.
There were still some parts I could not get at Mios Woerde, so 1

made arrangementes to fly all the way to Milne Bay for the balance. I
got special permission to send a dispateh to my battalion at Morotal
asking them to meet the plane and have it unloaded at once whem it
arrived. When the plane arrived at Morotai. there was no cne there to
unload it thanks to a certain Jackass of an officer we had in the
battallon. He had recelved the message in good order, but had put it
in his pocket and i‘argot.tm about it, The next time I saw the opera-
tion officer of Alr Wing Ten at Miocs, I had plenty of explaining to do
and luecldly had a copy of my dispatch in my pocket to prove it, 1
got the diesel engine shipped by a tug leaving for Morctal and it was
there in three days.

To get a plane for Milne Bay I had to go to Owi island by PT
beat and as I could not catch a flight the same day I stayed over—
nizht with the 60th battalion and my old friend Fighting MeBain. The
NATS, as usual, would do nothing to help one along, Jjust put your name
down on the list and hope to (God you make it, Mac drove me down along
the taxiways and we ran into a bunch of Army pilots sitting on & log
shooting the breeze, Sure, I could fly with them, if they were filled
up there was always rocm for another one. They were going as fa:r as
Finchafen and were leaving in s few minutes, Before we tock off, a
heavy wind had started blowing and as soon as we were alrborn we
elimbed stesply to 14000 to get over the weather and Mics Woends.

The other islands looked 1like small green ﬂnwur;u a8 we passed over.

g™ e
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I had become very friendly with the pllot and he asked me forward
in the cockpit. After we leveled off, he turned the controls over to
the co=-pilot and we started t.alldng.. He had made hundreds of trips
over the mountains in New Cuinea and among many places he mentioned
waa tha Valley of Shangrila and Hidden Valleys I had heard scmsthing
about these places but had no idea where they were located. He told
me it would not be very far off the course and as we had plenty of
time he would swing inlapd and fly over Shangrila and turning back to=-
ward the ccast we would hit Hidden Valley.

As we left Jagfin island behind to starboard we came in over the
big swamps and deltas of Horthern New Guinea where thousands of rivers
twist like snakes through the thick stesming jungles. Ahead wo saw
high meuntains snd to the left of us the great Mamberamo Biver flowed
slowly toward the sea to the north., As we clizbed cver a mountaln
range, we came in over flat country cut with many lakes and erossed
the Rouffaer River whieh flows into the Mamberamo., Then we began to
elimb for shead were peaks mare than 12000 feet high., Among theee
mounteins are the headwaters of the Baliem River which flows south
through deep mountain gorges, thrmgh the Valley of Shangrila and
expties into the Arafura Sea. |

As we came over the mountain range we saw the valley before us.
It was about 40 miles long and 10 miles wide with the Ballem flowing
through it. On both sides were high mowntains, the highest to the
west where Mount Wilhelmina reaches 15580 feet into the sky with cloude
drifting around it and snow on top. The valley was locked in froem all

eides for at both ends were deep mountain gorges where the Ballem was
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whipped to white. Ve circled and dropped down to about six or seven
hundred feet sbove the valley {loor which was at about 5000 fest ele-
vation,

The whole valley seemed to be cultivated with fislds lald out
infquares and irrigated and the people must have lived in small tribes
for hers and there were villages with stockades and thatched housea,
gome round end scme leng and arched, looking like Quonset huts, The
plane did not seem to bother the natives as they worked in the filelds
and moved around the villages, They must have gotten used to them,
but I wonder what they thought the firet time the thunderbirds caze
over, for these thousands of primitive people have never had any con-
tact with the outside world and still live in the stane age. The crops
in the fielda looked like yams, taro rocot, cucumbers and gourds, and
toward the edpes of the valley wers hanana trees and a tree which
looked 1like a scrui:h:,r pine, The cultivated areas must have been clearsd
by fire for charred stumps stood here and there. .

After cireling several times we heasded back ocut over the rough
mountain country, country so wild it would take months to cover on foot
the same distance we now covered in a few minutes, Maybe it wouldn't
be passable at all, for no man had ever tried it. We never got to
see Hidden Valley for it got cloudy so we kept on our course above the
clouds which did not clear until we gu'bﬁ’boﬁ the Sepik River. We
were following the main course which I had flown before, but I still
kept on looking for I never could get tired of looking at this endless,
wild unimown land which rolled away under us.

Finchafen was still a mess and full of transient officera and




- 180 =

men, tut this time I was lucky to find a NATS officer who wanted to
do sonsthing for the pessengers. I had pricrity No. 2 requeated on
my orders and when I explained my mission to him, he tcld me to stay
in camp for the nipht snd come down again ecarly in the mroning, I
got there befora seven otelock, but many others must hava had the
same idea for the place locked like the Union station and some of
them told me they had been waiting for weeks,

Whea the roll call came for the firat plane south I was no. 3 en
the list and as the others had not sesn &e arcund for the last week
or more they began to ask questions as to why I should have the privil-
ege of departing before they did. I only told them it was a militery
secret and left thea puessing, but one high ranking officer got very
tough about it end demanded an explanztion from the HATS of ficer in
a very nasty way, Tha NATS officer was polite and explained all
about my priority and told him that if he wanted to change the arrange-
ment: the base commander would have to do the changing. The very in-
diznant high brass then began to act and talk in a way very littile be=
coming a Naval officer which made the crowd lsugh and he burst out
the door and jumped in a jeep which was waiting for him outside with
two enlisted men and enough bappape for three people on a world crulse.

It was fozpily overcast when we took off but when aliitude was
gained we wera {lying over a anow white carpet of clouds with a deep
blue heaven above us. The white carpet reached as far as the gye could
seo, with tall thfunderheed clouds sticking up through it here and
there., It scemed lonely and still up there and strenge as Aif wa had

entered sore other worid.
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The base at Gamadodo looked the same. The reads were a little
better and the mud not quite so deep and maybe things were a little
deader, but it was the sams, and after one loock I felt glad 1 was
only gZoing to stay for a coucls of days. |
‘ The 24th battalion had moved from the old BOQ to thelr new camp
which was the fanclest and most extravagant I ever saw in the South
Pacific, The individual cottagss, each accommedating two officers,
had asbestos roofing and rustic siding with copper screening. Inside
the walls, celling and floors werse finished in plywood with hotlockers
built in. Tables and chairs were fully finished and thers were special
beds with innerspring mattressesj also radios and iceboxes. It res-=
'a:bled a first class hotel. When I saw Jess Ginn I asked him when
the Persian carpets would arrive. He passed thatbne off and asked me
vhat I would like to drink, an icecold Amcltr!.um or Australian beer,
coca-cola, or would I prefer a highbzll., I told him since he did not
have my special brand of Seotch he could hand me a can of Hoer.

Homer Gill was his roomate so we mettled down and started talking
things over. Homer seetied to be satisfled where he was and as usual
wag living and dreaminz about loading and unleading ships, but Jess
wes restless and was working hard on gettling a transfer to some ad-

vanced base,

| When wa pot to t.h‘n new messhall it was in the same first class

hotel style with white linen table cloths, Navy silver and the mess=
boys were all dressed in white coats, They handed ms a bill of fare

P which included everything but Spam. They had also built themselves

an enornous place for the wine mess with mahogany bar, dance floor
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snd indirect lighting, but it was closed for the base commander had
tzkon one lock at it and jot mad.

The next day way Sunday sc I had to walt with the business until
Monday morning, which gave me a rest and a chance to visit soue of my
sther friends, Sundiay night Jess got the most pleasant surprise of
kis life vhen the Chief yoeman came in end handed him orders for trans-
fer to a base north. This also meant we could travel together,

To make sure the parts I wanted were available, I went up to the
advanced base derot early Monday morning and pgot hold of a Chlef
storokeeper whom I knew. We found all the parts, including a six foot
diameter sawblade and tagged them. Then I went to the offices for
requisitions and as usual I gol the blg arguments, was sent from one
office to the other and most of the officers I talked to swore they
had no such parts, others wanted to know in detail why such parts wers
needed and where and how the originz)l parts had been lost, In other
words I waa getting the "runarcund®. ‘

Fortunately I knew the commanding officer, but to pget in to see
him T had to got hold of commander Lyles of the 24th, who took ms. I
told him my story and handed him a liat of the psrts nunbers and the

warehouse mmber in which they were stored, and the Commander, HeCregor,

being an "old construction stiff" himself, went into action. A counle
of officers were called in and had scme explaining to do after which
they wers handed so much time to get the parts ready. The commander
then gave me a letter explaining that the parts were badly needed at
the front and asked that I would be given the higheat priority to

get to my destination. The parte were shipped to Ladava right away

T ——— e
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and Jesa and I followed. There was no plans until the next morndng
go we EBtayed in the GOQ for the nipht,

The plans was filled with passengers for Manus whsn It arrived
the next morning, but throe of them wers teken off to make room fer
me and the 500 1be cargo. Jess, however, hzd to go baerk to the base
to wait another day, As we taxied out for the takesi?, Lhs starboard
engine develcped some trouble and we had to pull back for repairs,
Bafore the repalers wers [inished it was nearly derk, but the pilot
decided he would £1y just the sane so off we went,

It was pitch dark all the way over the water asnd the only lights
I poticed were when we flew over New Britain., We elsco aaw heavy ack-
ack under us, but whether they were firlng at us or socusthing else we
éid not know for the pilot swung off and rot out of there im a hurry.
The big buse zt Manus waa fll 1it up when we 8lid down on the alroirip
shout 0200 ofclosk.

I had Lo ang to the unloading of my ecargo end when I _;_ut it safely
over in the MATS warchouse, I stopped in to see the NATS duty officer
robout trangportation up the line. He wss the usual type, pulled the
fed Tere and arcued every littles point telling me the priority did
not mean a damn to him, T Ymeow right thon and there that I would have
to =ake other arrangacents, so I said geodanisght and went to the BOQ
ehl rit thp sznr, I Fad dewl sovewd off poundiiy wien £ courls ¢f

nolsy =4 ez=a in, tezmad oo e lIg; & sl = Ll et sa-
tien. This also started a heavy arg:mm‘rb with come of the oflicers
vho had had their glezp distrubed. Ons of thew got out of bed, turned

off the light and dared anyone to turn it on again, The Ughts were
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turned off and on and off agalin several tlmes. I do not know how many
er how the fizht ended for I was too damned tired to listen, and light
or no lizht, I went to sleep.

After a gpood breakfast the next morning, I decided my best bet
would be to get hold of my old friends in Adr Winz Ten; they had never
let me down 3o far, Their base was on the other island and after try-
ing all over, X got into a boat which Just happaned to be leaving for
that point. The operation officer teld me a PEY was leaving for Mics
Woende sozetime in the afterncon. It was fully lcaded, but after I
ghowed hlm my letter, he told me to gel my carge over 2s socon as
possible, Hs would ses that there would be reom for me on tha plane,

Getting back to the landing, I thought I could save time by having
the MAT3 send the cargo down by truck, for Alr Wing Ten had rciven me
& boat which was to walt for me at the landing, But theNATS gave me
the runaround, so I banged the telephone and went cutside to walt for
the bus. After I had sat there for ten minutes an Army truck pulled
up and a sergeant got out with some papers he had to deliver to the
beachmaster, I asked him if by any chance he was golng near the air-
strip., No, ke wm=s bound the other wey., But why? Sc I pave him oy
story. Ch, hell. He was in no hurry and would be zlad to drive me
to the strip, get my eargo and bring me back, And he did. At a
terrific speed we got to the airbase, got my sawnill parts, and were
scon back at the landing where the boatcrew was bitching because they
would be too late for chow. I told them they were lucky they did not
have to wait a hell of a lot lenger and promised to zet them chow

pas=cs when we got there,

o e
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I had been worrring about the big sawblade being too biz to get
through the blieter of the TRY, but it just slipped in with abeut a
quarter of ean 1inech clearaned on each side and we lashed it down be-
tweent the machinesuns 44 ths deck, There was scie delay and I watched
& couple of PIMs beins beached. They gave the crew a lot of troubls
for the surf was rsal heavy in front of the ramp.

¥When we finally taxied out, the wind was howling end the water
choppy, go it tool us a long time to get speed onough to 1ift. We
bounced from wave to wave with the spray all around ushnd it felt as
if a bunch of Jackhammers wera working under the hull. Airkorn, we

nade a wide circle and thers under us I saw & sight I shall nevor for—

.&t. For down below was the wheole invasion flest for the big push

toward the Philippines, There wers hundreds of shivs of all types and
sizes, from 1a.n:iing eraft and bip invastion tranasports to battleships
end snormous aireraft carriers, The battleflest was outsids the harbor
and, moving. laying up a curtadinof anti-aireraft fire in practice
maneuvers, the battlewngons ahead and in & lonz line behind crulsers
and smaller eraft. As we passed near the £1at tops the ffighters

came up and started eutiingz up around us. They dived on us and as

~ they came in T could Laok right into the barrols of the machineguns

thinking how that would fesl if the fighters had been Zeros instead
of Hell Cats. As 1t was they gave me A good scare for & couple of

them dived in under our tail and tha downdraft made our heavy Iumbering

.nld Black Cat fall like a bullet for several hundrad feet, The pilct

had 2 hard time handling her and he was madder than hell, but this did
not bother the fighter pilots who barrelrolled alengside of us,

e
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fingered thelr noses as they swung off sharply, szined altitude and
1 pade another dive pulling our Black Cat down again., By the time we
got away [rom the cut-thrests we were damned near down on water,

From then on we had nothing but sunshine and glittering water
bolow us excaept for pasaing five or six large convoys that were also
heading for the big showln the Philippines. I had to reload my saw-
mill perts onboard ancther plane at Mios Woende and stayed overnight,
but the next morning we tock off on the last lap teo Morotal.

It was a beautiful day with sunshine and fair weather clouds hang-
ing on the horizon, but it was Friday the 13th and some of the crew,

..1.ng superstitious, wers worried about every little t.hiﬁg. After
taking off we buzzed the tower and the pilot Jericed the plane into
a steep climb., The boys were sore because he pulled that kind of
monkey business on that kind of day, Later on when we came around

Biak the pilot slipped down close to the water, evidently to take &

look at somethinz and flew for severzl minutes just above the surface.
When he banked and ene of the pontoons slightly touched the water, the
boys really started yelling, and I wasn!t feeling any too zoed about
it myself.

We flew hirh over Numfour Island, crossed the Ejuator and headed
up into the Halmakara Sea where we got an 505 from somewhere. The
pilot bogan making wide circles to look around and shortly we spotted
a Liberty ship fully loaded and heading north. We blinked her, but

v lor quite a while got no anawer. When she finally answered, the sipg-
nals were slow and hard to make out, so we kept on cireling for about
half an hours time befors the slowpoke got through telling us that
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The next morning we headed north apgain, but this time we had
two other Black Cats along and plenty of bombs., When we found the
spot; we wiped it good and clesn and we Kepi on our course while the
other planes ;nturnﬂd to Mlos.

As we reached Morotal and flew over the lsland near our camp, I
could see the battalion had made plenty of progress while I had been
gone, The heavy Jjuncle stretch between th% two coconut grovea had
been entirely cleared and work on our permanent camp in the southern
grove had been started. I could see mew roads and the beach had been
filled and leveled toward the dock entrance. A cargo ship was tied
up alongside the new dock and vnloading was in full swing,

1 went cnbpard the Tangier to gzet transportation ashors and ran
into the E:i.‘.lﬂm.'.ti?ﬂ of ficer who gave me hell for all the trouble it
had capsed him whan the first lozd of mechinery had zrrived and there
had been no Seabess there to wibad the plane. I showed hia the copy
of my messags and told him to elimb all over & certain guy in the
battalion the first chance he got. They were just having supper at
the camp when I errived so I lined up and got Spem.

A new officer had arrlved and moved In under my terpaulin, His
nzme was Dan Garvin who lator becans ny steedy tent partner and slde-
kick. He was telling éa ell zbout his stay in New Zealand and Guadal-
canal when "Washinguachine Charlie” showed up and we had to dive in
the foxhole. The next day I started buwilding the Naval Supply Depot
and had my hands full of work for a long tine to come. The alrsirip
had been [iniashed far enough for the CLTa to land so we were getting

mzil repularly and the Fleet Postoffice was operating in a temt on
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Joads were beinz built and we had complated a larze radic station on
the east gide of the island., We also had the movia bullt with & large
stzge and benches for everybedy to sit on and had a new show every
nisht. The Chzplain, Harold Gosmell, wham we all called "Chapoy"
ecould sreach 2 damn fine germon’ but he also knew his way around and
could "Herse Trade" with the best of them both in the Army and in the
Navy in repulas Scabaee fashion. .

¥e built our ovn machinery and installed a laundry which was a
great relief to cverybody, for when you have to depend on your own
washing, the shirts in that climate get pretty sticky before you discard
@ -

Provisions were still very scarce on the island and the bill of
fare got very monotonous with Spamy canned winies and canned corned
beef served everyday plzin and in all kinds of cemouflaged stylea.

The Australian colfee was of very poor grade and the butter was a
canned cheese mixture frem New Zealand which went poorly with the flep
Jecks we had every morning for breakfsst for most of us had half for-
potten what an ejg tastsd like, Tho canned Australizn bacon was like
bacon in name only.

All this "bitchingz" about the grub is not meant in any way to
reflect on the efficiecy of our supply officer, Alphonsa Menzhan,
for Al was one of the best "herse tradars" and "procurers" I ever saw
‘ in action and many times he rode "Fat Cat" planes for thousands of
miles getiing us stuff wo necded, But at Morotai there was just noth-

ing to be had for the time being, oxcopt a littla we got from the

ships now and then when Al or Ray Woelker, who was messofficer, went
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eut and "horse traded" with the suppl,;r officer onboard.

Cna morning A=y sunpested that we try to got scze fresh fish, 1
thought it was a very good idea so I volunteered to get it. I got
the boat ready and sent the Chief Diver up to the Arny to get scme
pull fuses for ths dynamite bombs which the Chiel hed made. The car-
pentar ghop rads me a couple of big boxes wlich wers Tilled with ice
and we took off up zlong the islands. We nesded divers, so we stopped
at a amall i1sland called Loleba-KetJil and picked the Chiefl, whose

. name was Moses, and six other natives and promised them a sack of rice

i they got us plenty of fish, Mams took over rizht awey, stepped up
on the bow and pointed toward the cuter recf north of the island —
“#ka.n, Ikan, lkan Hagoea" he shouted, waving hls hands in all direc-
tions, It means in Malay, ¥Pish, fish, plenty of [ish,"

These natives spoke Halay but they werse not Mohamedans like m.mlt
of those a:m.m:i the lslands; they were Chrlstians and looked more like
the Melanesians of New Cuinesz.

As we alld along at slow speed over the shullow reef, & squadron

of big bombars rcared past us overhead heading for the Philippinsa,

The natives waved and shouted, "Boroeng besar tida baik boeat Djapang" =—

3ig birds bad for Japanese" and cne who had learned scme English
added, "Japan man no Fe.. good".

A little later Moses started jumping up and down and pointing
toward a spot on the water and shouted, "Ikan, Ikan bagoes Ikan BOCH,
BOCH" and the Chief let 5o 2 bemb. Moses elapped his hands when 1t
hit the water so we kmew the Chief had aimed Just right. A few

seconds later wa heard g dull tl‘!;ud and the water was bolling up ahead

|
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Back abt the village wo wara met by all the natives on the island
snd 43 wo s1lid uo on the soft aeznd, Mosmes lot go his load of fizh over
the sida, Witht wild yell the whole population jumped in the weter
and started picking up the f£ish and the children dived after thea in
the shallew water, caze up with thes in tholr mouths, and let on they
were breathing very hard as if they hed made a real desp dive, Hoses

ot ihe gack of rice and we passed another pack of cigarets ameonz the

ciyerz.
&s ve Ieli we Ze=d the soyr  FIamm Sagesy, Isd-E=i-Bx-aes, Jatse.
5 - = 5 ¥ - : - - =
¥omtal? besck,® (Flexsy ol Jish, plety of Jood: GCobilys. =8 Talk

tomorrows) a3d thay waved votil we were cut of sisht,

It was neoaring Christmss and I got 2 lstiter from uwy wife with a
elipping frem 4 newspaner telling that according to Tolkd the Japanese
Arny had retalten lorotal and that all the Americans who were not killed
were now prisoners, Well, it wmen't guiiec that bad, bui I imsgine that
if the Jeranese intelligencs really had knovn how few of us were left
on the islong, they would have tried it. Anyway they pave us plenty.
Aralds teok place every night and the damage to Lhe planso on the pire
sase was great, For a while the Scaboes had to turn to with the Amy
cut in the jungle at night, and a few barzoloads of Japs londed st
Wajebosla, .- ove back & mnall Ascrican detachoent and ot into ths
v¥illare, FRere they were going to executc scaze natives whon they accused
of collaberating with the Anerlcans but the nztives Junped thex end
a flpht started, The natives had only thelr knlves whils the Japs had
dzchineguns, so the [fight d4id not last long, but hundreds of women and
ehlldren had been killed and wounded. I saw many of then dowm at the
Arcy hospitsl the next day and they were a pitiful sisht. One little
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rirl hed been shot three times und had a bayonet stab through the
fleshy part of her zmm.
Wa got woming that we could expect paratroopera to be landed any

nizht and thet we =ight bes counterinvaded by a large force fron Halma-

i rare where there was supposod to be a Jop garrison of 72,000 men. The
| T kept = sharp lookout and sluzszed it out with Jap barges which carried
i 3 inch gms,
Up on the porimeter the fight continued and one nizht, after a big

airraid in which we lost a lot of planes; the Japs stormed threa antle

e L ——

pireraft bztteries and held then for a while.

I was sleeping eoundly one morning after a couple of watchss in

o the junsle durins the night, when I wolte up teo hear mhchinegun fire,
. ks I leoled out through the seraen, I looked right into four machineguns
spitting five from the winga of an old Jap Val. I dived through the
dosquito net, shcok Den out of his slumber and sprinted toward the fox-

hole with Dan right behind me just as naked as I was,

Thers were seven Jap planes over the pala tops all strefling an
semnition ship sfiich was tied up a2t the dock a thousand yards frenm
our tent, As I pozlied through the opening in the foxhole, I saw one
of the Jap planes catch one from our 20mm,, burst into flames and oome
screaming dowm. It hit 2 tree and the Jzp piloet was thrown elear and
catepulted out into the water, The plane crashed on tha beach just

far enough oub to kill the [lemas,

—
o T —

The other planos wera s5till over, tut I caw scze of our Seabeas,
. hungry as they always wera for souvenirs, lerve thelr foxholea run to- |

w2pd the beach whers ther stripped tha plane of everything, Some éven




gwan out and gob the pilot who way doad in the shallow water elong the
eize of the reaf. Pour of the seven Japa wera shot dewm bLhat merning

und after it was a1l ever & blg arguneni started hetween the Army, the

‘gaips in tho harbor and our gooners as to who was to get credit for

the shot down planes. Our boys finelly got their papers sigmed for
the crash I saw,.

Mozt of our work wns complated by now and we were taking thinga
easier., It had besn a hard job for we had lost o much sleep durding
the nighis on account of ths stcndy mirraids. ter heving your sieep
gisrurcad four and !1*;; times duvinz the nisght it is no plende to zet
us =t reveille and go ocut and do hard wrk in a baldng sun.

Cne day I talked to Colonel Sasther in charge of the Fisld Hosplial
and he showed ze the ciserable conditicn of his camp. The grounds had
no drainags and the oud was desp &ll sround the tepts, He had tried
to get soae help from tho Ammy, but they had no time, His doctors and
aurses were overworked for they had wounded comdng in right along and
besides the wards were overfilled with mental cases. The nursea had
no floors in thelr tonts axd whean it waa raininz hard they had to move
their beds and bolongings to the highest spot in the tent when the water
poured in over the floor. These nurses ceortainly have a lot of credit
co=ing, Most of thea had served in the rotten tropics of ithe South
Pacific for a eouple of years without leave. At Morotal durlng the
alrralds they had to got up and go to the wards and drag the wounded
into slit trenches outsidc and cover the badly wounded who eculd not
bo moved with 2 couple of mattresses,

When I told cur commander about the state at the hospital he
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agrood T should sond my carpenter crew down there and get things in
shape. Clilel Carpenterts Mate Andy Anderson soon had the plum_a fixed
ups The tents were reiscd and wooden flgors installed 211 through the
nurses quarters as well za the BOQ and the Coleonelts tent, Thgy [lxed
up nice rocms for the Ned Cross and repalred and strairhtened things
sgrownd the wards. Loo Lynch who now was in charge of our heavy cquip-
nent and dirt moving sent his boys down to put in dralns and fix ths
rozads, -

Yhen everything was ccmpleted we decldaed the nurees should have
o club house for Christmas eso Andy began work, put in a danceflocr and
built them a bar wilch later wes decorabed by cur Chief Painter, Red
Bannister. ¥hen finished, the place lcowed 1like 2 million dollers and
the nurses snd the doctoers had their Christzas Party there. The nurses
were invited Lo our mess for dinner and dance, and it ba.na-:e a very
popular place afier good provisicns wers brought to the ialand and AL
Fonahan had & chence to wse his talent in "procuring". Filet steaks,
an inch thick, French fried potatoes, fresh vegetables and several
flavors of ice crezm weres on bhe blll of fare almocst every Seturdey
night. Ray Voelker of courae also hud much of a hand in this for Ray
did not only like to eat:; ha loved it.

Soneiimes the nurses went along on boat rides, and I still renerber
the Sunday Alva Ta;rlqr asked ma Lo go élonz. He had e date with &=
thrze of them bocause he never did reseaber anything, so the only thing
Alva could do was to bring two other fellows and let it go at that.
After eruising aleag tha island for a while Alva declded he would like
a 1ittle surfboard vidinz., I do not think for a mcoment that he had
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any intention of ehowlng offy he knew ho wasn't good cnough for that.
But vhen Alva zets 2n idea he just doea 1t come hell o high water,

Fe wobbled along on the board for a couple of hundred feet when he
fel) and diesppeared for quite a whils, ceme up spouting weter and wa
heuled him cabeard, XNow one of the nurses, a fat short Jewsse from
Brocklyn decided that she wanted to try if somecne would get on the
board wittli her. Taking one loock at Alva I knew he coculd not stand
any more, so 1 knew it msant me. The fat one sat down on the beard
which atarted to sink right sway, and when the rops tightened up I
had one hell of & tizme zetting on my fect. Ehe was screaming on top
of her lungs, hanginz cnto my legs which I was trying to straighten.
When I got standing room we were doing [ine at about 25 miles an hour,
when 21l of a sudden tha rope broke, the board tock a dive, 1 made a
swmersault and hit the water just in tize to get the £zt one right
an top of me and down we wont tozether. It secus to me minutes be=
fore we came to the surface apitting and coughing and hslf drowned
from all the seawater we had swallowed. The boat was half g mile away
and Alva was hanglng over the rail laughing himself sick.

Some of my friends froa the Tangler came ashore to pay nme & vigit
end to get scma dust on thelr shoes. After lunch in the mess we took
a drive up to tho air strips. It had not rained for scme time ao the
roads were thick with dust, clouds of it mzde it hard to sea ahead,
So the boys got dust, not only on thelr shoes, but in their hair,
eyes, nese, 1wngzs and it covered them ecaplsiely.

The strip was busy &s ever. Planas taxiing in and out and the

repair shopa aleng the sides were in full swing. The boys were woriing




o engines, radics, rader and winga. They wors no clclhes excopt 2
mair of very short shorts and their skin was sp dark from sunburn they
were lard to tell from tho nativea, Long traina of bemb trallers canme
snating dewn the texlways end pulled alengaide the big bembers and
STV Wera stuffin: thaz into the 't:;e'ilie: cnie by one,

At the lowsr end of the bombarstrip the nipghiflghters, the EBlack
¥Widows, were lined up. e stopped and one of the Loys fraom the Tanpler
got to kidding with some of the pllois telling them what a lousy job
they were doing on the "Betiies" and why in the hell they couldnit get
thes beleore they hed a chance -at. pasting the Tengler. It was all in
fun for a while but one of ithe pllcis finally sot sore and the armumenti=
got serdeus, The Navy was told in no wncertain terms to take care of
thelr own damned ships and not mix into the zircorps businesa, When
if looked like a i‘ial; fight, which I think ihe boys {rca the Tangier
were itching to get into, I started up the car and pulled sway. Just
then onie of the Fildows" pulled ocut and bDegan warning up the zotors,
and ag they got to top cpeed wo heard & sharp ¢lick and saw the wro-
pallor flying throuzh the alr direetly tovard us followed ty the star-
- board engins which hit the zyound end rolled toward us stopping a few
fect awny from the cer., Then the {lawes of fire broke out &all along
the nose znd wing, small at first bul soon geining and turning into a
blzzing infernos We had not seen the crew get out g0 we ra-.n over Lo
gee whatl wo could do, bul as we pot thore woth ~f then Jumped ous,
rolled ca the ground and ren. The firs wygine came teering down tho
gtrip and zoon hed thse fire killed with foaxm. As we drove away cne
ef the pilots hollersd: "Betior gat cnboard the Tub befors you salis

2 kel o LA savs thy 47 froot tha Temstor another chisnicd




in the air when it falls apart on the -drq._md.':’
Cne day Dan CGarvin end I took a ride up the road and drove as far )
as the Perimeter line aleng the jungle. The last miles or so was out

of bounds, but we.stopped dnd got a pass from t_m. nrtillaﬁr officer we
knew. Same of the soldiers were trying t;ut a Japanese bujlduzur which
they h_a.d taken from a ravine where it had ‘baan left stuck in the mud
when the Japs retreated. It had German diaanl engines, an Imitation
of a well known American make hyraulic 1ift on the blade.and a very
narrow tank type track. The uon_t._rala HII'!-?;!I'I conplicated and it
took two men to operate them, As a billdezer, it wasn't worth a nickel
for the track would spin with two shovels ufl dirt in front of the blade,
but it was fast on the road, making better than 20 miles per hour in
high gear, . .

It was quiet on the line when we pgot there and the soldiers were
laying around in the sun outside the pillboxes taking things easy.
Cnly the sentries and the radio and talkie-tallie men were at their
posts, The jungle had been cut away for about 100 £t, in front of -
the pillboxes and trenches and wired for lights which could be turned
on the jJungle wall at night. The boys told us things had been quiet -
in the daytime for some time, but ab night the Japs pulled all kinds
of stunts. The night before, one Jap'had ;aﬁtan_thmugh the line and
sneaking up from behind had thrown a TNT bozb into a pillbox killing .
several soldiers. Some days before, patrols had been sent into the :

jungle to break up Jap concentrations along the line, They had had

a tough fight and had to be reinforced, but they had killed many Japs =
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One of the soldiers was from Fresno, Callf. and as he passed a

big tree he heard socmeone calling his name and asking for help. Sur-
priged, he turned and looking behind the tree, found 2 Japanese soldier
on the ground with his hand s!!u:rt_ off. Thinking of the usual Fip tricks
he raised his rifle and near.'.l.y;u‘.‘i_‘r'ed when the .‘.'a;.:n said in perfect Eng-
lish: "Hi, Jim, don't you know me?® Jim did — he had gone to scheol
with the Jap for several years, so he carried him out and took him to
the hospital, | |

On the way home, we passed a company of the Army marching aleng
the dusty road. They were _d.rivi;lg wot from perspiration in the hot
sun and were staggering under their packs and arms, A Seabee was hang-
ing in & telephone pole alongside the road fixing the wires and singing
loudly:

You're in the Army now . . .

You're not behind the plow = "

You'll never get rich .

You son of a bitch s

You'rs in the Army now." r
The Dogfaces did not bother to shout back,; Just mumbled womething ebout
Weonfused bastards” and kept on marching.

B L S e Sy other moming, Tha sky
ﬂmedinthnmﬂmdth&smmppudaﬁ:.likaambﬂlmﬂflmﬁd
the palm grove around the tents. The Bay was ecalm and across the
straits the voleano was smoking, sending a pillar of smoke straight
up into the clear morning alr., As the sun rose h:l.,g,l'sér, the heat set
in, dead heat for uwnml. hours until the trade wind started blowing
toward noon. We worked as usual and there was very little to remind
cne of Christmas, except that the boys were talking about how much

Turkey ther were going to eat.
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After lunch I told the leading chief, Elmer McDongld, to knock the

men off work so they could have the anarnnlon to themselves, but not
to let them gang up around the camp which might put me in Dutch for
that kind of consideration for the nnlintu_i net was not_. too popular in
our battalion. Later on when I drove past the radio station on the
east side of the island, I saw most of them 2long the beach. Some

were in the shade of a tree playing na.rdu;_nihaﬂ wora swimming or loock-

ing for seashells alcng the edge of the reef,

The boys who had built the clubhouse for the rurses at the fisld
hospital had recelved a Bhﬂst-mn:‘ present of two gallons of GI alcohol
and had taken off to the jungle where they had their party, and got a
fine jag on. Chief McDonald and I had a Christmas drink in my tent
and shot the breeze for several hours, Mac was & real fine fellow and
was the best Chief I ever had, He Imew his business and the men liked
him so iIn his pl@ausﬁt’. 'nay i:u pgot more work done than ten other Chiafas

who were forever barking. We did a lot of work together in the South -

Pacific and had a good time of 1t, and I shall always remember Mac as
the best friend I hed ntr{: there.
After supper Den Garvin and T drove to the beach in the Jeep, as

we did so many evenings to watch the sunset. As usual we brought a

couple of cigars and just sat and smoked and passed the itime in small .

talk., The sun dropped behind the mountains across at Halmzhara and
the sky flickered and flamed in a million colors which reflected in

~ the sea and on the nuunt.a:lnu and in the heavy looming clouds, A few
minutes later it turned dark, the sky deepened to a dark blue and the
stars camo out one hy one untll they covered the blue with blazing

pold, The evening star hung on the horizon and it was shining brighter
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than a1l the rest. The Chapel was just behind us and Chappy and his
boys began singing the Christmag carels. It gave us quite a feeling
gitting therz looking up into the starlit sky gndur tha coconul palms
and listen to the old famlliar Christmas songs.

Later on the moon came out. Big snd redfaced, he popped up above
the jungle and sant his soft J.iglrl:,&:l: over the sea and painted streaks
of gold in under the palm trees, As he climbed higher into the sky
his face grew paler and his 1light more brillisnt, Nothing is more
beautiful than a tropical fsland batned in his 1ght, but he was not
"IIEIY welcome at Mopotai, Here he was the treitor and the collaborator
Who guided the Jap "etties” to the sirstrip, the stinker who pointed
out the ships &nd the installations Worth-boubing, ‘N6 wander his f2ce
got pale as he climbed up there where we could see him, for we all
gave him a dirty look and made him inderstand that we knew what he
was up to.

Back in the tent we sat down to write our Christmas letters, ;bt;t-

we had no more than started when the three warning shots rang out.

The "Betties” were coming =gin.. As usual we waited outside the foxhole

until the radar pot contact with them and the searchlights started
playing. Sometimes we wialted for quite a whilej at other times we had
herdly time to get into the foxhole, This time itfook quite a while
but when the searchlizht found them we cu't;_J.d see that they were many.
The h eavy batteries down on the point apanuﬂ up and the big shells
wera bursting all arotmd btut they came in straight and headed for the
alrstrip, When they were right over s ﬂ had to duck for the shrapnel
fell like rain and we could he:sr. the nasty ummd the big steel piuuas
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node as they hit the palm trees and the ground., COnce in a wille they
went through the tents, Lul the hits were surprisingly few conolder-
ing the amount of steel coming dowr.

Ona of the Japs must have gotten excited for hie dropped his locad
out over the Bay and we counted tlie bombs as they went off one by one.
As the firing died down at the point and the S0mm. opened up close to
the airstrip, we pgot out of the foxholes where we could watch the show.
Cne Betiy had pzseed directly over us and we could see him like a dirty
colored Jitile night moth wey up there when the searchlight bean kIt
him. A1l of a sudden a roar went up from the camp ard when I lociked
up again I saw 2 small Spitlire like a' pinpoint cliubing up along the
light beanm directly under the bally of the Botiy. LA few seconds later
the Batty blew up lile a big star and strecked toward the pground with
e tell of fire behind 1%, the whole camp chearing wildly until we hoard
the dull thud when the Betty hit the water on the east side of the
island,

The airstrip now locked llke a Chriatms-t.rea with the thousends
of tracers lighting up the sky in red and yellow, Then came the
zuffled repcrts from the Jap bombs, scze single and some in clusters,
but they had hit home., In s faw seconds {lames were lezping hizh up
in the sky and later when we hesrd the terrific explosions which shool
the ground, we Imew some of our bombers had blown up with [ullload of
barbs.

It was st111l buming wildly up thero when the Mall clear® soendsd
and wa went back to the tent to finlsh the leblters. The carol singing
began again down at the Chepel and John Wolf, who had had quiie & bit
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of Australien pin, was signing "I Am Dreaming of a %White Chpistmas™
511 by himself =tretched cut on hia bunk. He did not exackly have the
beat of tenor veoices, so Harold Slick, his tent mate, tried io shub
him up. But John told him it waa Christzas only cnce a year so if he
fzlt 1ike singzing he wes zoing to aing and if Harold did not like it
he gould zo back to the foxhole. "But Harold", John added, "I was
Jest thin'ding, What in the hell vould have hapoensd from ncw on if
Santa Claus had gotten into that heavy ack-ack and one of those F0s
kad hit hie?" T do not remember how many raids we had that night,

but the strip was burning ell night and we pob very liitle siecep; any=
w2y it was Christmas night, 19L4. '

The next merning Leo I.:,mchl went with me up to the alreirip to
look 2t the demage, As we pazaed the hoapitel, we noticed a bls bomb
crater on a suell -hill just above the hospital wards. The bowb had
hit directly in the middle ofin anti-aircraft hattery and the fourteen
pen had been bBlown to bits, The gunbarrel wos stickling cut among the
scattered sandbapgs and the charred gleczs of mstal whilch had once bean
azmmupition boxaa and other equiyment. Of the fourtecen thers was not
& plece bigz enourh to 1dentify any of them,

The airstrip was a mes3. PFleccs of the blz bombers were scattered
all over and some of the wrecks wers still smoldering. The Australizn
Airforce had been wiped out entirely., Thelr repalrshops had received
a direct hit and most of thelr plsnes were burmed up or dawaged, Butb
the bosbers ard the Lighters were taldng off cne behind the other;
thesy roared into the sky and hezded for Halmahara to pay the Japs for

everything.
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Tie doy after Chrlstmas, Leo Lyneh and I got orders te go to Owl
and Mlos Woonde to chenit over some equipsent of a gouple of battalicas
which had gone homo. Frem thera we were to continuae to Hollandia and
report ouwr findings fo headqusrters. lLeo ot nic!; so I 1sft alono Lut
I was soory tomias hi & canpany on the trlp for I had got to 1like him
a lobt for the gzood fallow he was, I uasd to shaka hiz out of the sack
every morninz and he was 2lsays crabhy, t=lling ue he was not joing to
get up and for me to mo to hell, but we were always the first at the
breailass table in the mess, Durdng the duy we always gobt tozather
on tho Job and we got Into the dammdest hotiast arguasnts, but it wes
all in fun ard I know no cne I would rathor have for a ccempanion in a
plzece like the Scubh Paclfic than Leo Lynoha

As goon as wa took off from the sirip I piled up in a bunch of
mall sacka and went to sleep and did not wake wp until I felt the
bunp of the landing sear as we came down at Blak.

A PT boat brought me over to Mlos WWoende which looked deadar than
ever; Lthe 55th battalion was lecafing while waiting for their ship to
teke them to the states and home, I got a bunlc in a cabin next to
the surf, and during the night T woks up socaking wel with the scray
frem the surf hitting me in the face. OQCuhalde a storm was howling.
Lightning in heavy zig-zag bands was qonblnuuuulg f1ickering over
Japf-L island tec the west, lignting up the ssa and the beach ind ghostly
kind of a 1izht, The coconut treas were bending in the wincf and the
thump of falling nute scunded dull in the roar of the surf, I turned
the nutiress over, covered myself with the rainceps and want back teo

slsep,




The 55th battalion had tholr equipment in first class shape and
pad a lot of stock in their worchouses which were badly needed at
Morotai. One thing we were abaclutely out of was neils and tha 55th
had hundreds of kegs. However the supply officer, a new guy, was very
redtape and told me he had orders from headquarters that nothinz could
be moved out of the warchouses, I hJ:u:'l made up my mind to get I'thﬂ
nails in some way, 8o I went over to sce the commanding efficer whcm
1 knew from oy stay at the iala:‘ﬂ. Lelznd was a real eonstruciion man
and understeoed right away telling me not towary — he would get me
the nail kegs. I had them taken to the NED for shipment to Morotai
but as usual they forgoc all asbout them, so before we moved to the
Fhllippines I had to go back and got them oyself,

While I was at the NSD d°dog came rumning up to me, barking and
Junping ell over me. It was Dudley from the BOQ at Gamadodo. One of
the oupply officers told me Dudley had arrived onboard a destroyer,
had left when the ship docMed and had showed up at the messhall. Froz
there he had followed the officer to the BOQ and had szetiled down. I !
zuess Dudley felt like moving agzin for he would m'.t_t- let me out of his

-~ gight but followed me. When I went onboard the PT in the afternoon to

go to Owl, he tried to get onboard but I could not take him so I ordered
him to stay where he was, When the boet slld away [rom the dock, Dudley
was howling and running alens the beach as we pulled out into the hare
bor, I felt badly about it and I am sure Dudley was heartbroken for
being left behind, bul there was no way I could have taken him. However
Dudley, the South Pacific tramp and beacheomboer, did get off the island
somehow, for months later I again heard of him frem ancther man who hed
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jnown him at Gamadodo. He was then the pet of the Chief Warrant officer

in charge of the Fleet Post Office at Lingayan Gulf in the Philippines.

At Owi the camp looked like a ghost town. The battalion had gone
homs and a skeleton crew with "Dawve™ Davis in charge was left to look
after the place with my friend Fighting Jerry McBain as second in
command, I stayed with Mac and he smudm#the-mtfnﬂdﬂnka
I have ever tasted, I have forgotten the name of the brand but it wes
anw; kind of Aussie mix, which Mac aga.in- :;i'nd with Coca-cola and liked
it. :

I had trouble with the NATS again in-trying to got to Hollandia,
so I went over to the Army as usual. The sergeant told me a plane was
Just pulling ocut and for me te get in the jeep and flag it down. The
plane called "The Purple Oow™, & CL7 transport, was warming up at the
end of the strip when we got thers. I ran up and mﬂd to the pilot,
who throttled down his motors when he saw me. Sure, hop in, he would *
teke me.

At Hollandia I met some of the fellows I lmew and they had me
*at.ar in their quarters. The next day Leo arrived, and having been
stationed at the place, lmew 2ll the ropes but it did not do much good
for I have never been handed so much redtape as Leo and I got frem .
certain conceited asses at Hollandia headquarters. We both got so
dmaned mad wo just gave up trying to get anything IW.

- In the quarter we had a good time. We had a great time with Andy
Anderson vho had been with us for the landing at Morotal as an observer
for the brigade. It seems thet just now Andy bad some very peculiar
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was moving all his parfiralia, A-ong other things there were four very
valuable water flushing tollets. Andy ead ihree oiber full liectenanis
had been assigned ta- guard these tollets with tholr lives, to see that
they were not misplaced, dm‘gad"n:-. stolen. The tollets were now on-
board an IST in the outer harbor and Andy had to drive 20 miles back
and forth everyday to stand his share of the watchea over the "cans",
He was rezlly burnt up about the duty and did not like to talk sbout

it. But he did hear plenty and everytime he entered the quarters, Lec

would sniff and holler: - #God, how it 5tinks here. What in the hell
have you been into, Andy?" All he got for an answer was a diriy look.
1 had heard that my friend Dimi Melnikov was in the Naval Hospital,
80 I went up to see him,  He was smiling as usual and in pood spirits,
but he was down with the most miserable case of fingas I have ever
gseen, His whole body was covered with the stuff and his finger and
toe nails were falling out, I asked him why they had mot sent him
home, but he told me he did not want to go and that he scon wonld be
a1l right. I just wish we had had many mors like Dimi in the Seabees.
Hollandia was by now & typical back base, with saluting and all
kinds of regulationas. The Waz¢s were even there, both white and
colored; the latter was called "Hacaroona®, MecArthurts "Castls” was
on top of the hill and the Admirals lived all by thamaa?!.vu in quarters
made up of three and four Quonset huts with tennis courts billiard
tables and overstuffed furniture made by the Seabees from the stuffing

~ of Navy matiresses, So Leo and I were very pleased to leave the place,

hut“hadahardtim&gatﬁingmclmaplmumdnwﬂdhan
been stuek for sonmetima if Teo did not hava such gfood connectiens all
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We stopped at e island which was nhsolutaly deserted, A few
Australians were standing arcund with t.'hai:_:' hands in their pockets and
some natlves were squatling in the grass, which togother with the
Jungle, would soon cover the airstrip.

At Biak we had to wait overnight for a plane to Morotal and we
vent to the Army show afher suppere.«Hhere must have been four thousand
soldiers there and it was a very nolsy and loud audience, but when the
Newsresl :hptrad a plcture of General MeArthur doing one of his "wading
ashore poses® all hell broke looss with' -sai, Mao®, ®Dougout Dough, and
"Don't get your feet wet, Dougout®™ followed by boos and a salve of
"Rasberries." :

I had heard often that MeArthur was not very popular among his
troops but I had never expected to see such a demonstration; I even
heard some of the Army ;:Irin;ra making stinging remarks about him. Leo
had always stuck up for MeArthur, so on the way home we got into en
argument, He started the argument again in the plane the next mornin g,
hﬁt Jjust then we hit soms rough weather and-Laa shut up for he always
got. airsick as soon as the planes began to bounce,

Cur battallon now had orders to pack and prepare for another land-

.ing somewhere in the Philippines, and when we got there the work of

packing and gathering supplies was in full swing, The enllsted men
were kind of downhearted for they had been u:_:p-nt.in}; to go home i&
rehabilitation leave as soon as a maintenance unit took over at Morotai.
They blamed the sldpper and the axer:utiva. officer whoxt they claimed
were too mhit-im nhcut rank for having talked headquerters into

eardne +ha hn++n1{m£&_ntaut. T devnht there was anv tmrkh o tha atoarr.
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for I do not think headquarters was tha.t..'.aasr to sway, btut neither of
the two officers were very popular among the enlisted men so scuttle-
tutt of this type was easily started,

My good friend Joln Meclfair, who was the malaria control officer
of the battalion, had gone to Manus to get supplies for his department
and to procure & lcad of liguer for the wine mess,  Coming back in a

"Fat Cat" plane they ran into trouble with the engines. They were long

ovordus when they finally arrived at the Morotal aristrip after dark.
Mac had sweated for hours during the trouble and now he was feeling
sort of relieved as they ecircled to get in on the field, Hut Hae's
troubles were not mr.I Just as they slid in_:trnrmd the field a
couple of Jap fighters, who had slipped through a blind spot in the
radar, roared in over the "Fat Cat™ and let go with their machineguns
at the row of B2k bombera parked on the taxiways, - The Fat Cat's. -
pllot leveled off and took to the air and Mac was sweating again,

sweating hard for a leong time while they circled; waiting for the

field to clear. Mac was so damned tired he went to sleep with a
lighted cigaret and when Alva Taylor andII got -back fraom the movies
we could smell the smoke from Mac's mattress which was burning, but
Mac was sound asleep, When we pulled him off the bed and carried the

‘mattress outside, Mac followed us and swore up and down that we had

set. fire to the thing and that it was a hell of a joke to pull ea
anybedy. :

The airraids continued every night and the Japs behind the peri-
meter kent on maiing trouble, The Army sent detachments after them
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the camp of the Nica Boys, the Dutch East India Troops, and made a
mess. It kKllled more than amrmt_y of ﬁhn, wundod hundreds and
imocked down most of the bamboo barracks. |

We had to be on our guard around the camps and the installaticns
for the Japs were constantly amﬁﬂng in epys dihgniud as natives,
Many of these natives, particularly the Mohamedans, were directly
collahorating with the Japs, not so much b;ﬂaunu they hed any use for
them but because of thelr hatred for the Dutch.

One night the Army caught a Jap captain who had landed with scue
natives in a eance Just below our camp, H& told the MPs he had spent
over three hours in the Navy areas locafing around dressed like a
native. 23

We were spreading propaganda literature in Japanese from planes
which flew in over their territory in the jungle asking them to give
themselves up and they would be given good food and good treatment.

I guess they did not believe us any more than we believed them, for
very few came out, Toward sunaet one night our picket boat was coming
down the passage between the maln and the small islands when the cox--

~awain saw a couple of men waving from an open spot next to a small

river. When he pulled near, he saw they were Japs and were holding
up some of the leaflets we hed dropped. The coxswain was careful and
told them if they wented to undress and swim out he would take them.
Evidently they must have understecd for they got their clothes off in
a hurry and cams swimuing out, The crew made them lay on deck with
their faces down and told them not to mm, but one of the Japs asked

if they wors Seabees, When the coxswain said they were, the Japs,
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whom we later found out was a lieutsnant ﬁnd could say a few words in
Bnglish, said "OK, Seabee good; Army kill, no good.® The Army in-
tﬁliigmcu was very greatful to receive ﬁ_u prisonera and the boys

on the J-boat got a nice comendation from the commanding general.
The Japs always spilled the works cnce they were taken priscner but
the CIs would not take any, and shot them the mimute they saw them,

The Japs on Halmahara wers now trying desperately to cross the
straits to reinforce the garrisen on Morotal and also bring provisions
across. They had mounted 3 inch fleld guns on the barges and for a
while they were giving the PT boats hell., Some of the barges got
across but most of them were sunx by the Hl and also by the patrol
bombers. One morning in the haze one of our boihers mistock a couple
of PTs for Jap barges and opened up on them., The PTs did not know
what had struck them so they oponed up on the. planes One of the ITs
got sunk and the other badly damaged. Thers was loss of life on both
beata, :

Several of our Seabees were regularly going out wlth the PT boats
at night for slugfests with tha Japs along the Hnlmaharn shores. They
brough along Tommy muns and hand grenades and got right in there with
the PT boys, who must have appreciated the reinforcementas for they
wmldatnpatmdmktnpickupthnﬂeahnuandhﬂngthmh&ckin'
tims for work.

Some of the boys were also riding -tha bombers up aleng the Phili-
ppines but this was daytime jcb so they were missing for work., I u:e-t-i.
to let them get by with it, but was very careful about the muster :
lists and did not report them present when not thm, for for a1 I
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to handle it, however, for they were young boys and full of hell who
liked action, so they were never reported AWOL until it was absolutely
necessary.

One of the boys, Loul, a big wnrm Italian kid, would rather
ride the bombers than eat, and he was g’iua,ya elther on a mission or in
the Brig. He had been scaled down in rate from petty officer to sea-
man second class, bub that did not hothar Loul., As soon as he had done
his 10 days of hard hbar in the ‘hrig, he disappeared for several daya,
only to be put r:lght back in the brig as socn as he returned to camp.
Cne time he was gone for nearly two wesks, He told me the bomber in
: whigh he had been riding and caught scme ack-ack and had had to make ° |
‘-u fnruud landing somewhere in the Philippines. He had finally gotten
down to Leyte and had secured a ride back on a cargo plane when he met

a Wame at the airport who asked him to come to & dance with her, Loui .

agresd to ripght away and forgot all about his going home. -
The day afiter the dance he caught a bomber ocut of Tacloban whieh
was heading for Morotal, when it got orders to turn and go to Guam.
30 Loul also got to Onam, and he figured as long as he was thers he
might as wall see the island. So he stayed there fourdays, Coming
back he again landed at Leyte, and Loul thought as long a=z he was back
there he might as well look up the Waac again. This way nearly two
weeks passed and Loul got twenty days for that one. When I saw him
back in the coveralls with the big yellow P on his back, in a yellow
helmet and a plck in his hand diggj.ng a ditch I asked him 4f he had
had a2 good trip. Loui wiped the sweat off his face, put on one of
his big, broad smiles and answered, "The best I ever had. It was
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Another "bomber-rider™ was little MRed", a redfaced and redhaired
sawed off stump of an Irishman from the Kentucky Hills. He used to
ride the B25s; & hellraising outfit, which suited "Red® to a *T®, He
always brought along his carbine and when the bother wnet down low to
strafe, Red would pop awsy with his gun from the side window and yell
like a wild Indian. He used to coms to oy ‘hmt.in the evening, look
around to see if anyone else was around a&nd whisper to me that hewas
taking off in the morning. . .He never asked; he just told me he was
golng. He got caught several 'I:.:'I.mus and did his t.im in the brig, but
muutafthuﬂmulﬁwuadup for him, Endm a fine fellow and 2
very good worker, but he was one of ‘the wildest '.H.‘I'.t.la devilas I ever
saw, and he loved a good fight better than anything else, But if I
ever had had to pick men for a very dangerous mission during thewar,
Red would have been one of the first ones to be chosen.

The Dutch were very strict about keeping everybody away from the
native villages and the =mall islands., Mo one could land without a
paz2a and they ware damned near impossible to get. But Leo Iynch, as
usual, scon found & way to beat that, The 31lst Infantry Div. of the

frmy had moved in on the 1sland for stagzeing before they went to

luzon, and Leo knew one of the high ranking officers who was from Leo's
heme town, the windy eity of Chicago. Leo soon knew everybody includ-
ing the General and had rasses for everyplace ﬁi‘hﬁin a hundred milea,
One morning wé took thn. J-boat for a trip up along the islands.
There were Leo, Dan Garvin, Al Monahzn and myselfs We loaded up with
grocerien and a lot of Junk for tradiﬁg pqn"l_:'ﬂnua and took off. The
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lLeo was telling about the time he had d::‘l:y in Brisbane ..A.uut.r&uu. and
got seven dollars per day for subsistence. We :L‘_Ld not -.hali.a;ra a damned
word, but Leo was a good storyteller so we let him ramble, Dan usually
started an argument when Leo got slightly mixed up in the facts, but
this morning I think the laszy atmcsfere of the South Seas had gripped
Dany so he just lay there looking up into the blue sky,

We passzed a few Japanese barges which had been sunk i‘l‘t the passage,
went by the =mall islands and wers soon up under the point at Vajabola
which is the biggest town and the Capitel of Morotai, It looked like

. any other village, except that it had a Mesque and geveral Chinese

stores with corrugated iron roofs, It also had a sort of pier, but it
looked in very poor condition, so we decided not to'go ashors and
headed back ocut in the passage and crossed to th;l island of Rao,

The village was on the south =ide and strotched from the beach,
where there were stilthouses over the tide and back up through the
coconut groves to the jungle behind., Hundreds of people were gathered-
undulr blg shady traes. Tt;u population of the village before the war
had been small, but now many natives from other islands and from Hal-
mahara had come there to live. It had also increased lately, for many
of the people from Vajabola had moved across after the massacre during
the Japanese counterlanding,

Wo ran ocur boat up on the sandy beach and immediatsly a very

mpolite Maley who apoke Duteh came down to ask ua if we had a pass,

Leo shoved him our pass and told him a lot of bull in English which
the Malay did not understand any more than Leo did his Dutch, but it
is just as well that he did not. The Malny hositated as if he was

waltdme farn cermathing. esa af$deawn T hornded hdm a wanslrara A Tualioma Wa
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n:amged to form some kind of a smile on hiﬂ sour face, cpened the
package, lit 2 cigaret and walked off wvery dignified swinging his cane.
iihen Leo asked me why in the h&ll_'I had to spoil the natives from the
start, I told him he was the cne whe came from Chleape and ought to
knent, w.a;y. :

Most of tha natives _in the villapes m_*R?u were Malays and were
dressed accordingly, scme of them wearing t.hr,- Fez, They did not seem
over-friendly, but when they understood we wanted to trade thagu-r brought
carvings, baskete and mats, Cloth of any kind was much in demand and
for an old sheet one could get slmost any '!__I'_'biﬂlﬂ-‘ A woman had g very
fine old belt buckle handmade of filigree silver which sho wanted to
trade for cloth, At first she was very bashful and her busband did all
the bargaining. Leo showod them anold bedshect, but as 1t was worn
they did not seem very interented, and when Lanl added scme Dutch money
the husband started bargaining for more money. But Ithe lady would have
none of it; she had her mind set on getting some ulot.hl. I had a small

; ro}.l of linen whinh had been sent to me from the stotes and when I

fbrougzht it on deck she got very excited. I measured off 3 yds., but

the husband winted five and when I stood pat he grabbed the woman by

the hand and started walking away mad. But now the woman changed 211 .
of a sudden. She shook herself out of his grip, gave him a push and
began telling him off in Malay. He threw up his hands and walked away
talking to hinself while the woman came rushing back, waded out in the
water alomgside the bozt and handed me the buekle, When she Halked
back with her 3 yds. of linen she had & broad smile en her face and

hzstened up under the big trees to show it to the other women. A little
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htu{nhu came back with an old silver locket and a bracelet both of
native make and I gave her three more yards for each of the things.
We also got inlayed walking sticks carved fram the black ebony wood
and model canoes carved from the same wood. I $ried to make one of
them understand that I wanted to get a few h"l.'II!]tB of the black wood
tut they all shock their heads and pai.ntad to & szall island up the
doast, :
Several saall boys wers playing reed flutes in a canoe alongside
our boat, a wierd, monotonous oriental spunding tune, I asked one of

them to let me I;mra a look at the flute and hlntlad it tome mmiling

roadly. It was very crude but had & nice clear sound although it
was nothing but a plece of reed with holes cut in it, I handed it back

to him and he put it in his mouth and played, of all things, "Pistol

Packing Mama" in real jazzy fashion and pointed toward a small island
out in the passage. I knew then H‘h!l"'l he had picked it up, for there
was a radar station altt that islandjthe soldiers had taught him the
tune. Just the same it was kind of a surprise to hear it played by
the naked little savage.

We went up along tha island ;ind stopped at several villages, but
they had a1l been deserted for fear of the roving Japanese bands which
drifted sround the island in search of food, At one'of the villages
an old nativemautmac&nouﬁnhing. When he first saw us he

’ tried to pull away, but we overhzuled him and trisd to talk to him,

He just szt there looking daggers nt us antl spat on the water just
to show us what he thought. I do nut. think the old boy gave a damn
whether we were Japs or Yanks, to him we were nothing but 2 bunch of
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dirty naii;r dogs who had disturbed the puar:_u-uf his island and had upset
the routine in the wvillage. :

VWe continued along the coast but when a miat set in we dm:ided we
better turn back, for Jap barges might try to make the run from Halma-
hara snd we did not fesl like being a target for any 3 in. guna, We
followsd the chain of small islands and saw natives on many of them,
but the water around was too shallow over the resefs,

3 - At one place a canoe came out and & big, fat Malay was sitting
in the stern while a couple of naked natives handled the paddles. He
was very smooth and polite at first and talked continucusly in his own
tongue of whichfe did not understand a word, and of course neither did
he understand a word of what we were saying. He then pulled out a
very fat pocket book stuffed with Japanese war money, and wanted us to
exchange it for "Ten dollars™, When we laughed he got very nasty,
waved his hands shock his fist and talked a blue streak. We left him
sitting there talking to himself, for he had moat likely been very :
anxious to get that money when the Japa had the upper hanEi and had
promised him the world, HNow, since things had turned, he had found
uut.l that the money wasn't worth the paper it was printed on.

When we got to the last of the islands we found a passage and .
followed it in to the beach. The natives here were of a different
type, not typical Malays but more like Moses and his boys whom I had _

LOLE SR :
taken fishing from the island of Kjitil Be==., They were mors friendly
and very anxious to trade, bringing mats and carving to the beach.
They wanted rice so we brought out & bag, and traded their stuff for

8o many cupfulls, I noticed that all their carvings were done in the
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sane black wood and tried to make scme of them understand that I
vanted a small log of it, but I gave it up forhone of them seemed to
understand me, However just as we were pulling out an old native
came out from behind the huts with a big hunk of the wood on his back.
1 let him know that I wanted it and offered him rice and cigarets, '
but- he shock his head and Hi-m-'llﬂ have nocae of it. At first I thought

- he did not want to sell the wood, but he came right up to me and tock
hu'.llg of the slesve of my khaki shirt. The old boy had mede up his
mind, the shirt or no deal. So I went home without a shirt, but I had
£inally managed to get the black wood which I had wanted for carving.

Morotal was to ba cne ni.f_ the teking off places fur the forces

which wers to invade Bornec. The Australisn Infantry ai-rivud to stage
on the island. They were of ithe Tobruk Rats, famed from the desert
fighting in Africa, and they were a tough bunch, hardy and seasoned
as fighters., I never saw any of thmﬁaara. shirt, rain or shine and
they lived rignt in the jungls sleeping under flies and eating frem
Billy cans, One day I watched them unload trucke in a dump. They
worked full speed in the burning sun throwing cases of canned goods
into high piles and while they waited for the next truck to come eround
they amused themselvea by wrestling each other and having boxing matches,
hitting each other with full blows with bare fists and laughing about
it. Our officers' moss was really an Allied setup. We had Anmerican
Aruy and Navy, Australian Army and Navy, Dutch and Javenese officers
at thes tables. Our show was overrun by Auﬂtralian soldiers and even
in pouring rain they sat there without a shirt and their battered
Bldlisalbay hata. Ak volng water ol IEAERIEpar.
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Baseball games got in full swing on the island for we had come
pleted thes field, which was named Brannan Field after the first
Seabee killed on Morotai, and the ‘hoﬁ were glven time to prnnticc so
we soon had a good teams They played the Army, which had many teams,
the Navy and the Aircorps and the gamed were réal Yhot® with heavy
betting on the side lines, In fact, the m.urn time the boys had to
thenselves, the heavier the ganbling got all around. They had high

stake poker games in camp and some of them were running crap games

-and making small fortunes. One of my-boya had built a box for shoot-

ing crap and he told me he had made several thﬁnsand dollars which he
was trying to send home. He wasa a2 very nice sort of fellow and I knew
he had a very large family to take care of and his one hig‘ amfbition
for years had been to get himself a small farm where the big family
could live. He was running a straipght game atrictly on percemtage

basis and the boys who liked to gamble would do so regardless of Navy

regulations so I figured he might as well have the chance to gst the
money as comebody elss who would throw it away. |

We still had no idea about where ws were going next, but was
certain it would be somewhere in the Fhillppines. However there were

‘always ways to ﬂnﬂ_aut. I had bullt a large clubhouse for the Air-

corps and was acquainted with several of the higher ranking officers

in the outfit. One day I mentioned to one of them, who was in the

intelligence, about our destination and hn_.‘_l;.mk me into his office

and showed me on & large map the exact spot where we were to land

which was Puerta Princessa nn the 4sland _nr Pnlam, the watu:ﬁ-mnst

islend in the Philippine group ui::l:.il?.ﬁ!n Snlu §ea. Thore was heavy
%%
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| botting in cemp as to our destination and I could have made a lot of
| zoney taking scae of them, but I did net went to put my friend ‘from
the aircorps on the spot. . : 'r
Fost of our equiment m ready and we were pre-cutting lumber at
the saxnill for buildings to be erected in the new camp., They soon ‘
ran entirely out of nails and there wers none to be had at Merotai so !
when I told the Skipper sbout the cache I had at Hinu Woende he gave
‘me orders to go and get them. : E
I found out that the Mothership of the FT boats was to go down
‘ to that island to exchanse a flotilla of boats and the Captain onboard
gave me permission to go along. It was the "Mob Jack® a DE which had. [
besn converted to that purpose and we left right mmr,' fnlluwﬂd by -

{fifteen PTs which crowded around us like chickens around a hen. We
stopped at Zanzipor New Guinea for refuling of the small bods and
the next day were anchored in the harbor at Mios,

I got my neils and was also lucky enough to get a load of beer
for the battalion which the Captain told me I could stow onboard. The
skip was also tsking on beer and u usual we had to watch closely so
the boys would not steal too many cases. I think we were six or
seven officers standing around while the beer was passed from the
trucks to the hatch and we kept a sharp eye on u‘rury case, but when
we checked the load in the hold twelve cases were missing. How those
guys could do it I still fmvu not fimured cut for it was a mystery
how things cculd disappear cut tharn-s right in front of your -;r.n.

m was in high demand ameng the boys and when 1t came to getting it,
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We had to bring the ship up fo the dock for loading and the Skipper
had a hard time getting her alongside, but as we were 1up.u:lng we had
! & much worse time. After tearing loose the moorings of a drydock and
“backing into three PT boats, we finally succeeded in getting out 4in

deep water; the now sguadron of PTs followed us and we headed out
through the nets for our trip home.
As we got out in Japin passage the PTs u‘pruacl out arcund us and

1 we began to roll hmwil;r. I'ar_j__n atﬁng wind had come up and the water
was choppy, making the PT3 bounca and leap with the spray flying all
around ﬁm. As we neared the tip of Japfn island, the lookout re-
. ported a sailing ship coming out from one of the inlets, The ship was
alerted at once for the Japs might be trying one of thelir tricks, The
FT's were n.tﬂufud to investigate and hauled off at full speed swooping
down on the schoonsr liks & pack of greyhounds after a rabbit. As they
got to him they formed a circle and one boat pulled closer to speak to
the schooner. We soon got the OK and found that the schooner was manned
with Australian soldiers. Jap submarines had been reported in the waters
80 we kept a sharp lockout and during dark hours we zig-zagged with two
rows of PTs doing the same on sach side.

I had a good timeé onbeard and got to lnow scme of the officers
| real well and was taken through the engine rocma and had everything
explained to me, and watched them tale a tﬁrp-edu apart which was very

interesting. We had coffee =very fifteen minutes and I do not think

I ever drank as much coffes in my life as I did onboard the "Mob Jack.®
1 A few days befeors the 1ST3 arrived to plek up the battalien, it began
to storm and rain. It broke with a terrific thunder storm and a high
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the coconut treesj then the downpour started with water coming down

in buelkets makine 2 lake out of the camp grounds and driven ' inslde
the open tent walls by the wind scaked everything and everybody. It
clogged tho drains in the ditches along the rocads and flooded the road
beds; it made a biz la%e out of the base ball field and the tenmnis
gourts we had built down by the beach, and cut big ravines in the
goral £ills. |

Part of the Army was also moving and after the ralns thoy ran
their tanks and heavy trucks down ths =m=in highway and made a meas of
it, and a few days later we began moving our landing sleds whlch were
dragged behind trucks and tractors down the same highway. DBefore we
kad all our gear down to RedBeach the main thoroughfare of Morotal was
bottomloss and darmed near unpassable, making everybody else on the
island sore as the devil and T cannot sey that I blame them, Thae
dragring of those sleds down the road was not at all necessary but wes :
done only because at times very shortsided orders were glven.

I stzyed behind when the battalion left and I talked to several
hrmy officers who were plenty sore azbout the wey the road was ruined
for itfout several Army units into untold trouble and extra work and it
took the Army engineers several weels to coamplete the road. All thia
left the B4th battalion a very bad name after leaving Morotal where
they had dane a lot of sxcellent work and had beon knewn &s & top
cutfit, But it shows what dzmage one shortsighted officer can do when
given authorlty and does not even lmow what he iz deing.

The Skipper always let the execcutive officer handle the moving,
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d the Old men %epd him awoy Iros 20 as —uch a3s he ecild; Zcwiing Ris

eondle his televed peliee duty whieh {raluded tho Doz and the Ohare
oat ol Ymounm cmons the mea in ihs battslion &3 Lhe ron bfongt. His
srzoteot Joy waa to citzch a men at some trifle tprsash of the rdoes &id
nave Fim thrown in theo 3rig, dvexs Wi up in coveralls with o ol BN LA
3 ¢n the back and have is "Cestepost i1l him in the heb sun bozethsr
witn dhe rost of the long ané ghort tor priscnors. The w0 ail) dos-
rised hiz and vated his muts. liany of Lhem $0if e thit Whery wese
just lotidng for the dsy \an they conld meot hinm on Svin LS ad
vy hiz the worls. The corander wag; of CouUrse; to blome for lci-
ting biw pobt by with souec af the injuctiee, but the Skiprmer, who wW2s
. a vewy capable conctruciion man and a vory good manager had also &
very reor cttitule towerd his enlished wen and therefore Was now Vary
well liked by thex.
I rasesber one day 2t Forotal, vy Chiel caue up w0 22 =02 v
padder then a fire cracker. He nad been workhing = pong of carpenters
corsiructing the acziristration bulldings for ihe bzze comant. DL

Skipror hed told hiz that he thousht the Chiel wss o izndont wilk

beyt

11g men znd that ke zheuld drive ihe= more. HThey have to be treatad
1ie the Oxies! =as his remark, I mide 2e jusk as sore as the Chlef
waz, for in the first plece if the Srivrer wanted bo complaln ghbout
v work e should have cose Lo me divectd ad in the second place I
thougrt it 2 rotlen rozsrs to make about the type of men vorking on
{hat builddiar, They werz il first class trafoc—en, ¥new thelr busi-
. pocs end worted ab it hard and T dontt 4hink T ever had a hsliter crows

They had been out in the Paciflic for more than Lwiniy months and
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gorkod hard all the way throush in the hot, damp, tropical climts,

worzed just as hard as they ever did st heome for top woges.

At the end of the war the Skipper got a lot of credit for the

* paitzlions! work, bub he forget the men eatirely, the same nmen who

= .. "

o

mede it possible for the batizlion to get the reputation, The nen
acnired the Skipper for the capable construction man he wzs, but as
ea officer and &s & man they had no use for him, As faras T am
ccneerned, 1 vaa treated well by the Skipper and he was friendly to=-
vard me, but I have also seen him very overbeering ard unjust toward
other officers and bacling the executive offlear in his many unrenscn=
dble and insulting treatmenta of both officers end men., ost cf the
officers Just took it for there was very littls they could do =zgainst
them when they wers sant to quarters for no reason &t all and kept
there for days withoul any chorges ever broucht apainst thes. We had
no legsl officers and the few that were supposed to be around the
Lasas did not have sny cuts to take any attion and usually sided in
with the cotsand, The Chaplain tried to step in, bat he was damned
lucky not to be sent Lo guarters himaelf.

A few fought back and when they did they ustally got by with it.
I remcaber whea Harold Slick wus sent to guarters and the rumpus that
startec. 0Harold put a feow under the belt and proceeded to lay then
both low. He demanded & Generel Court Martial and reminded them of
a few things he was poing to spring a t the hearing. imong them the
story of the "Yachts" wilch the Skipper and the executive had been

using for their own private ise.

1l " yara the two bonts which tho battslion had and
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they had been scquired from the irmy at Morotal by "horse trade”.

Accopding to scutblebuit, they had been iraded froam a cclonel for a
. egovple of refrigerator unite from the battmlion's stocic. This was,
:l of coursa, nothing vnusual for the Seabees horsetraded anylhing to get
j what thzy neoded. But these boats were difflerent for they were only
| wused by the two efficersr fishing trips and for faking nursea out
on dates, Soms of the other officers got a chance to use then now
énd then but very seldom, and as for the enlisted men, the use of these
bozts w=3 out of question.

This caused a lot of talk amongz the men and they fipured out how

puch it ccat the goveroment to keep these "Iachts.,” The price of the

‘.r-—--—.-—_.w S

btoats was set at $100,000. — end to this was added the pay of the
erod which consisted of three msn on one beat and four on the other
wno dld nothing else but just tend and run these bozts and on top of
hat ezas the ga"sc‘f_"'.ne bill, This was =211 truej the boats were usged

for a year ard were of no official or practical use to the battallion,

but were used entirely for pleasure crulaes by the two officers end

——

their garties. The msn were kept o the boats and the govermment gas-

oline was used. In fact we were so shorthonded many times that we

had to split ganzs to get the work dene, but never was enybcdy ever

able to pel tho men tranzforred off the "Yachba' and put to work.
Waen Narold Slick sprung thet one he was imcediately let out of

gusrtera and nothing was szl about his court mertizl,

‘ Thiz "Yacht" business cropped up every now and then and I

recasber one day the exscutive officer had put a Bosn's Kate on report

for having a can of cherries in his bunk, the can having been found

¥ RN S R e R
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in cne of tha "(estapo" raids which were pulled avory now and then for
a0 roason 2t all but to satisfy the emscutive's hunger for police
mthority,

Tha Basn's Matz was first charged with stealing government orop=
arty, but when the execulive officzer demanded thot Al Monshen, the
surply officer, should testify that the can had been stolen from the
supply dimp, Al refused on the prounds that he did not !mow where the
cen hed come from, had not ssen the Bosn's Mate steal it and did not
knna.; that it was sovermmont property. The charge was thea changed to
illegal posssssion of Gevernmentproperty. Aa we were in 3 neoting,
there were several officors present and oome of thon spoke up and
said that we thoucht we were 211 in poszeaslen of illezal property
2ron the same source. NMest of us had fens in the tonis, radios frem
the P38 planes and a few like the executlve officer, even had a re-
frigerator, 21l 1llezal. Leo thea said somothing ebout the "Yachia®
and the "01d Man®™ flcw off the handle, told the executiva to drop the
vhola matter, turn the Dozn's Mato loosa and forget 1t. Len Just sat
trere with o wieked snlle on his face while the Sldprer lopoked dagcers
at hin, but he wes always a little afrald of Leo and always let him
alone.

When the battalion was ready to rull out of Morotal the guestion
of transporting the "Tachts" came up, and as the Navy would not allow
them to be holsted onhocrd the L3Ts, the execuiive pot the idea of
towing then behind with the crew onboard them, and erdersd me to super-

vize the rigsing of the towlines. X told hi=m I was very much agzinst
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cther side of the airstrip. I had done some favors for an officer at
she ordnance depot and when I teld him aboul wmy pradicezent he immed-
jetely esent a sergeant down with a jeep which I was told I could uss
an leng as I stoyed on the island. I knew all the officers and somes
of the men of the mainienznce unit which had taken over the werk on
(he izgland, ‘i't-r they had been my neigtbors at Gax=dodo, Oze of thexa
se *Ter® Buperd, & Cnief Wirre=t, vheoa I imew real well z=d had worked
sia balors. S8 was gnz of thae bert all recmd eeastruciion ==n I know.
o WTax" foll the task of straightcning cut the rcads which had been
so badly damaged when my battalion moved away, and he was telling me
every day what a damed fool outfit I belonged towhlch would loaava
the place in asuch shape. And I aproed for it was not only the roads
but the grounds around the shops and tho canp areas wera littered
with rubbish and junk, and *Tex'a” mea hed to clean it vp. Captain
Karrison was also very peeved about the whole thing. He had never
had zny use for nor had he gotten along well with our officers in
charge which was not entirely his fault, for Cap was a nlce sort of
an 6ld time Navy officer and I always had liked him.

MTex® geve meé a crew to get my things ready and straightened out
and I zoon had very little to do except keep in touch with the Army
shout transpartatien, I spent most of the time rosming around the

island, doing 2 little woodcarving and going ocut with the Navy pilot

. who brought the ships into ihs harbor.

['
[

The airraids hed stopped and it was about time for they had
lasted for bebter than ninety days end had given us many a sleepless

night. To keep the gunmers in trim, they set up a rocket range at the



peach and kept on popping 2ll day. Thay set up the rocketis down along
the boach in both directions and the zuns along the beachlina would
fire as the rocket passed. MNow and then 2 single Jap would try to
eons in, which they did znd sometimes very unexpeebsdly, but we shot
several douwn end the cnes that got awey did small darage. Cne boxb
kit a lstyine at one of the Army camps and did no actuzl damage sxeept
to blow up the building, but the sontent of the trench undsrneath
splattered all over the rows of tents s0 a lot of the GIs had to movae
out just the same and ths teats had Lo ba taken down and washed.
. One nizht I went to the show with the officer in charze of the
=aintenance unit and just about the time the show was half over I
kzard "ashing Machine Charlie'sY motors. No alert hed been sounded,
but by now I knew the sound well and I told oy friend we betiar get
| poar the foxholea, Ha told me not to bother him, for he thought I
wvas kidding and when I left he Just sat thers lasupghing. Several of
the "nlq tiners™ had also heard the sound and soon guite a few of us
| were heading down the road. I did not get many hundred feet away before
{ the varning shots blasted out and just then "Charlie" opened up with
| his machineguns and our ground guns let go a curtain of acke-ack. When
l I turned I saw my doubting friend coming hell bent down the recad running
faster than he ever did the rest of his 1life, for it was hie first air-
raid and he wes scared like everybody el=e,
One day I zot a ecell from over the telephone frem the airstrip.

'} It wzs John Volf, who had been no one of his many trips to Australia
|
|

end had overstayed his leave missing the departure of the battalion.
ne had ordera for Morotai and no further and




. no7 By weedd toe Tvs hdn trassrortition to the Thilisedsnes, I pot

=

in a2 Jeo2 =i fomne Jalm standiing wpdeor ihe wing of a CLY sdhich had
brouskb him in ond ho leoked very forlorn and waz all up in the ai-,
e had Wl sae athar teoubles for he had boca cowpht stouing a ioce
of beocr cnboard the transport which wes soriclly zrohlbited ond now he

3 =

was ¢a report "Dovm wkers® Ho Rad to pged ordera of somo kind but

3

Mot want bo recort to the base for feny ther might gal for soncemlans—

tica, so we dorped it cut Between ourselves and wroie 2 set of orders

which I slmod a8 officer in charpe of the Near Ezcalen of the Bhth €.

L
I wnew the scrgiant 2t the Arsy Trensport offlcs so after -Jﬂhﬂ leit I
tcl2 hiz the story ond asked hia to destroy the {=Xe orders, which Lo
did.

Ih=2 s Jot of rs2iass things In ny nile of eculrent znd stores
. whieh I @id not went to cend along Yoceazcse we hsd ne earthly use for
thez. Theore were twelve thousand palrs of socks dipped in insectiside
ans five thousand pelrs of woclen mittess dipped in the saze depe, old
stoves and countless oiier junk., The Army and the Havy waildn't even
Jock &t the junk =0 I eclled in the Austrelian suoply officer ang zeiad
hiz to picik out anyrihing he wented, which he did. He tock the whole
lot and was very glad 4o have it.

The Avgtralian coldlera sgon pob in the habit of stealding overy-
thing they conld geb Their hards ony 8 hatdt they icarned faat froo
pur own wene when I went oul to lock ovor an old dymazite dunp which
1 wanbed daztroveld bés=iusao all the boxes wors rotien and so=king wob,

1 Pound cne of owr breud rnow gsmerator ssts on vheels which had been
o

. gzrcfully hicien in the jinsle. I drovm u*.’cz/t.ha adintsrance undt te
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.h:-.va them tow it in and was not gone over half an hour; bot when we
{
got there with the truck, the generator set was gone. We followed the
trail throush the junzle only to find it leadling on to the main road

where it became impossible to follow the tracke. I asked 2 couple of

0Is who were working on the water lines if they had seen it go by zad
they told ms = bunch of Aussies had towsd it past a few minutes ago
with a truck,

I had & good friend, an Australian Infantry Captain, and I went

right over to see him sbout it, He imuediately started an investiga- \

e e e oy e

tion and called a1l the provost marshells at the various Australion
cazps, bot after a few days we had to give upy the genarztor set could
not be found.
unen the battalion left they had been veory short on stores and the
.Jttla we had was mostly Australisn znd New Zealand meke, such as .
r coffee and tinnsd butter, canned milk and supar which was always molat
and émd a gunnysack taste. A ship had arrived at Moroetal frem the
states and was filled with 21l kinds of stores and the sklgpper, 2
Dutchian, wanted to unlcad as much as possible for he had been delayed
and was to ba back in the states at a certain time,
I thouzht it 2 good chance for me to ship the battalion some badly

wantod Azerican stores and went to ihe base supply officer to see what

I could do, but was told that there was no way it could be dones 1

tried Czptain Harrison but got the same answer. However I was sure

his xrleasnn wzs not only the trouble of transferring stores to an oute

it which had left the island, but also because of the not too good ' ! ]
feelin;\hatm:en hiz and the battalicn. I had still a lot of lumber |

'__________.,..__.._—.A.-—-—-—-

i left, several thousand board fect stacksd in bundles and ready for
| \




shipuont. But the luzber had been bundled green and now it was ‘cooking
. in the hot 'sun and I had already made up my mind to lsave it, for it
would be rotten long befors it 7ot to Palawen island., Cep had been
after me to let him have soze of the cut lunber which he noeded, for

o
[}

e late order had coie in to di=zmantle the sawnill and ship it to

Palawan, I hzd already done this so I offered the old boy the whole
stack of luchber in return for an order oy 200 tons of stcres from the
ship, which he sccepled right thers and then, but I said nothing about
the lumber cociting and I just hope he used itup befors it fell apart
by itself,

I had expected to leave Morotai within a couple of wseks, but now
things drazsed zlonz and there was no ship in sight which could take
on my equlnment. I gobt a lot of help from the Navy Port Director at
i@ orotal who was a dandy fallow anddid everybhing he could, but there
was nothing we could do te hurry the procedures,

e Navy pilot at the harbor had a boat which he could nse any
time, 80 we made several trips to the island s and went throush the
native villapes and I was successful in gotting a large native drum
wideh I had tried to buy for so long. The natives just would not part
with these drums, and several times I had offered them a lot of money
for them but slways got no for an answer. This time I had brousht

along & coupls of white Navy blanket= which the supply department had

left for Junk for they had bean badly stained by oil. An cld man in
the village wanted the blanketa in the worst way, but T told him X
warnked a drum and nothing else,

Most. of the natives in the wvillazs, including the Chief himself,

ol @— .—n—..-  tr— ——
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wera very wnfriendly and wanted nothing to do with us, bul we mananed
to get sone very zood mats and gquite a few rars seashells. As we ware
leaving the village, we followed z trail throush some thick junzle to=
ward the beuach, end here the old man was walting for me looking kind
of nervous, lNe pointed toward scme thiel bushes and there was a very
fine drum ninde from a hollow coconut loz and covered with soat skin.

I pave him tha two old, stained blankets and he ducked away in the
jungle without a word.

Scme of my friends in the states sent me several packapges of sceds
of flowers end I gave them to Dr. Stroh who had & very fine native
gﬁ}-i_m arcungl his teat, Doc planted thea right away and they began to
spﬁu;‘“iqha. couple of days and I made the remark it sure would be
funny to a:; Califernic popples grow in a place liks that. But when
the sprouts gob zbout an inech Bigh, the bupga got at them one nipht
end the next mnrr:ing you could not have found a sign of any of them
Iuith A magnifying glass. A USQ show arrived on the island and put on
"The Mexican Hayride® and the girls rsceived much attenticn from the
wild auvdience who shouted "fresh® remezrks and alse talked ameong them=
pelves and wmade remarks which were mors than "frash" and never could
have been shouted,

The Australians played their particular kind of fostball or Rughy
end I used to go up and watch them, although I never got the idea of
the game, but they were playing very rough and rolling in the mud
cutting themselves on coral, but they did not seem to mind and took
thelr pame very seriously and pot into hot arpguments with the other

players as well s3s the onlookers zt iha sidelines,
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| I had just fin:ahnci supzor cne e*mn:‘a_.ng when in walked John Volfl,

i Ha had found the battalion 211 right and had straightened out about

: hia overleave, but Alva Teylor was missing some of the rarts for the

i Lits on the water drill and thinking the parts were still at Morotal
ﬂ:rf'-.c_::e they misht have been left on the bench, John had gotien orders
to gnxﬁc'.m ané lecok for them. The next morming we went all through
avarything in the equipaent yard snd did not find enything looking
1like drill paﬁ:s. I was pretty sure there would be no chance finding
them at the beach feor they would have been found a few mirutes after
ths LSTs left and carted swey by ?he. Army, the Aussioz or whoever
found them, Bot we drove to Red Beach anyway and locked everyplace
without any success.

I aluc contected scue of the Army Engineers I knew, but thoy hed

.nu such parts in’stﬂcl-:; thelr drills were also of a different type.
I would like to have jone back with Johg, but I still had nothing
definite about trensportaticn for the equipent, so he had to leave
by himgelf. The Acorn Unit now in our camp 2lso got orders to move
to Palawan and an LCI came into pick up scome of the crews while the
reat were going to fly their Venturae all the way. Just then I got
& despatch from the Skipper to came on up and leave the trenaportation
problen for the eguiyuent with the base supply officer. I was very
{124 to zet the messaze for I was zetting tired of bhanging arocund with
nothing to do znd just sit there arnd wait for the slow rmoving Red Tape

to settle the transportation guestion,

I thought for a while of taking the seatrip in the LCI but the

IPHEF it w=a crowded soon changed =y mind and I went up to the airstrip

|
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&0 leok over ths Venturas. They were even more crowded go I nade up
sy adnd to walt for the nect Army pl=ne, not even trying the NATS for
I was not moing to go through 21l that as2in. The 13th Airforce had
& plane for Samar that same noon and the pilet told me T was welcoms
to come alone that fapr,

It was raining and overcast whom we tock off, but as we zot out
over tho MNclucca Passage it cleered and sun was shining making the
witer under us shine like a fleoor of silver. PFarther on ws hit heavy
cloud banks and we were ing through deep blue canong with snow vwhite
walls and & white carpet undor us which had & hole here and there
through shich we ccould sea the sea below,.

Ve lended a2t the strip gt Samar in 2 cloud of dust 2and as we taxied
right up to the NATS office,; I went in and =sked for transportation to
..m:an I do net think the guy who weited on mo sver had beard of the
place =— he teld me thoy hed no plenes bnm;zd theres As T was leaving
with oy mind set to find the Lrmy Trar.spn'rt office, zn slderly officer
spcke to me and s=2id ke overheard me =:sking for a plane to Palawsn,

He told me the best chence would be to try frox pcme other airport in
the Fhilippines and susposted that I take a plane walch was Yeading
for Mindoro in two days. Mindero, of cowrse, was farther rorth, but
85 long as I was travoling I though I might as well mee as much of
the place as possible, and beoolted myself for the plane and weat over
tec the transient 3C7. The place was right in the middle of the town
cf Culnon 1n 20 oid building with a long wide porch and hn.:i once been
the twon achocl houze, It faced the Plaze which was swarmineg with

alippinu:, m2n znd wozen, Carabaos and wagone and small horses, Cn




the cther side of tha Plaza was the Yooy ole Srmnisk Fart with tha
adeba church,
ihe reoms inside wora larse end £311ed with rous of bunks covered

with mosmuite netting, fn old Jb. Cowimnlay Cean tlie remalar Navy wao
i1 charze end was sitiing in a =01 office in the ha 212y roaring
TOETS Lo the colorod messboys. The firet thinsz I locksd for was tho
snower thich I foud in tha kock yard and to pet there one hed to wali
81033 Lie cpen porch facdng the Flezs which made me thimk I better
oring ny paabs alens, And it was 2 geod thing I did, for coming back

veral other aflicess wera bLehind ey ono of them =fark noked, 4s
wa passed the smell office a rear louder than any other sos=c iren
within znd out came the old L. Cosdr. and started to lay the naked
eae low. I have nover heard anjons geeling such a bawlinge aut, OF
course the oleboy was risht, Any man who would wellk stark naked

right in frent ef all the women out oo the Plaza znd in the strect

4

ahould have a hatling ovt and alzo have hWis heed swawined,

Sitortly after I noticed that there was no willos on oy bunk so I
asked the zessboy to 7ot me one. The ol Lt. Cexdr. everhezpd this
and told ze in a very culet toge that they wera all out of pillews, |
"2uth, he added, T think I can ot yoa cne, With that he walked over
to the bunk of the officer who hud walksd naked on the porch, togk his
pillow and handed it to se sayinz, "Taks this ene, Anvone with = head
A3 SNA¥ as this fellow's sure deea not have any use for a pillow.”

As soen as the old hoy loft I handed tha pillow Laclk to the poor guy

who was standing there very med in the fase, I coudd sec he was &

stranfer i knmew no one, o I bepgan telldng to hin and fourihim o




vaiy deconl sork of a younm fallow, Ho 4eld £ie ha never gren jore the
thing 2 thoueht for ho hod 1ived sa lor around the i 2land coups whore
anvbody walkad arcund strippad Vhat he had eriirely Torsoliem that
thers verae native wonen ocutosido,

He got. To bo jood fricnds and tosk a 'mlk through the toem which
h=d marr-ow dirty strects with hsavy tralfic and the zide streebts ovem
vlere Girty and Ml of alcoring pizs and doks with ehitkens seratéh-
inz and cackling. The ®laza had onece had grass in is, Wit now, it waa
dirty and dusty and in the middle stood a status of Dr. Jose Rizal,
the Lincoln of the Thillpsinocs.

There hal at one tiwe been a walled city around the Spanish fort
but most of the wolls had fallen down and had bsen rezwved long 2o,
Sone of the wall was still standing agalnet the bay where the old bell-
tower wag still standing., We clizbsd up dnto the towsr and saw the
old cracked bella with 8yanish inseripticns,

The door to the church was 2 solid carvinz and very bsautifully

e, 190 o
dons with now very woztherworn and wortezten. Inaids the chuech it
waz cocl and the licht brezicing threush the ecolored weindow pave it a
stranze cifesct, There were xany hirds fyfinpg zrom:d i=xids, Tha shurch
wzs zandily decorated z3 are most of the Sranish Catholic Churches,
1]l of Sedints and Shoines with aieh tinfedl end Jepd polors, but thera
was ic=ce about the rlaece 23 we found a corner &nd =at Josa =nd T do
gver hed sich a zerfect lecling of full relsxatjon as I
had thet howr I zat ia thé old chureh &t Guinan, There wore many
women kmesling and prarying — most of thex verr old and scie of then

vere sti1) knseling whan I ldaft after 2 ool hour. DTogs would drlit




Lasy otlll ayound the walis and at the old women knceliaeg, loaf
arounyd the albsy and seaduelly drift out the side €sors, bt nobedy

gasngd o ooy tha glishteal attomtion 4o 1hon. Tha doo2 speacd to

¥l

Botizwy Shouselves, done of ther barited and T d4d not natize that azy
ol then 1ified thelr leons azsinut the wills,
Ia tha ovenines we wenbl Yo the Wavy show »hilch had seats for the
vy veracwicl za well pa for the nelives of ihe villzze, A bond of
Prilipping Guarillas came In and as they wanicd to =it with the Navy
they pot into an argement with tie Shore Palrol. Thoy finzlly had {to
zove over in the tatiwe scoction, bub they did not like it and sat
ihezs Zlaring at tho sallors,

F-\.

iha novt meming I found cut that Jess Gints battalion was gt

Manzpend 3island which waa only halfl L1 hourts rm sZth a beat fran the
)
villames I found Jess at the heach where he was twildine 2 larze dock
2ad Be wud runninge @ rcund wlthout a shist and had o biz eipar in his
mouth. He was, of coursc, very curprlied to zee :e and &3 it was time
Tor lunch we want up to the mess. Afterwsrds he ool =me sromd the
igland and glaopred at the cther pide to lock ab Lthe Japanese aubnarinza
hich had pun zground cn the resf. It was neow tied vy to 3 wherf and
w=s bring fixed up for shizzent to tho statzs, It was ol€ ard Tusty
2nd averythine in 1L seeued to be out cf order, but £t had not beea
izhtineg ship but hz=d been used to rn sogplies Zlong the cozst to
arriccns which had bean eul off b7 the Azerican drive. Coxin: bachk
ca the beat I saw the l=rpo drydock instalistions i3p the Bzy off Banar,
Sdome of the doecks wers bis encuzh to teke 2 betileship,

There were very fow in the plaae to ¥indoro —- three eriisted




suprosed to leave in ihe morning 23 soon a3 the co—pilot got baek,

2t end two Cioginins. Ono was a Captain I had ;mowm ab Forctai where
v lZd Beon seatcd &b ti'e s2de teble in the mess and the cother wad on
Admirnl, tho bead Cheplain of the Havy. The Capbzin told ;e they were
goinz to llincoro for the apcning of a bir now Ghzpel which had been
built thers by soue Ssabes battalion.

Ab Hinders T cobk a seldier to drive me dowt %o the Wave]l Bese
vinich was sovaral miles awny eond thoro I wos teld thit thera wis no
chunce of getiing from thore to Palawan. The First beat thuy lmew
vould mo thers worls nst ba in for arother throe weeks, 50 I just csked
for trangporiiticn to the Arqy airbase,

Tha aiybase wes oo Sovo larpe {la2ts under {he countaing zud was
£illed with planes — zostly horbers and fighters. The Army Transnort
office was jan vacxzed and ono of the boys at the dezk told me the wallt-
ing 1ist was a2 mile loag for fliphts in eny divectlen. I got taliking
to & pilot and na tald me Lie bost bet would be to zo down to the 3253
for they made several flizhts everydey both Lo Szxar and Tacloban,

This wes of course back whaere I hod started fyom, but by now I had
x==de up oy aind that there was no chanece of geiting to Palswen frex
indore.

1 misszed ¢ B27 by a fewr mirutes so for a while I thoorht I should
have to spend the night with the Army, but I deiftet down along the
rews of D2hs end get teliking to a Li. Colonoel who was standing in frent
of his plzne; told him I was lecidupg for tranzporiehion, He turned
te the creyw ohief and asked him what tioce they wore suppesed to piek

up sncther ez &t Taclohan, The crew chiafl answared that thay were




Wiersipaa Uho colowl furncd to ne and nsked co kew I weild lika to to

LN a@y Lo which I answercd that any Sizs ioulcd swif me., P59 beo
o - . N . i wr L i -y " A o s N
i7" the ecclonol crdorad, ™o nirvht a3 woll o now snd cea= b2k ia

L3 a1 Ehed

e Dorzinge  Toll Shal sround offlesy T will tuks hinm for o co~pllét;
hr wants to handle her amyway.® I borroecd a Jeep and zob gy heg end
they had the ootore warming whan I pot Back.

Jite colonel sokod me Lo sioy in the poclrlit and we usre soon ir
tao ale with the celonszl 2% the conbrols and ilF= grouni oflicer in the
ca~pilet!s soct while the ¢row chic? and I stood beldng listonins to
tha celenal telling zbout the raids over Poar-Sos~ which ko had lod
the Coy Defors. Ths colenel waz old for o pilok, mustizve been eround
334 but ike crew chisl told mo later thot he smu one of tho best pilds
ho hed ever kotwn end be had flowm with pany of tked. The colénal had
been & buck privive only aboub @ yewwr apo, when he was 3 tankdriver
in Prtton'y ovtfit in Africa. Ha hod mide such s cood cocount of hime

telf in soze of the hei Eatiles Shet 701 Blood =nd Subs® had asbed
hin cne day what be conld do for hiz, The coleoncl k=€ told hiz that
he had sterted driving herees en a form da ihe Daliobas, noi he wss
Criving a tank so iho mexi thinz ho wented w=s to fly o plzne, So &
etter froz fBlecd =nd Guls® o Goneral Arzold mub him through fiying
gohool and he cema oub to tha Seuth Pasific as a shavetail with cne
frold bar.

The ground offZcer took over ths eontrols later on and for a fow
ainules we wora wobblies all over, but witen he jeried too =ueh tho
eolonel Relnzld aleons 2 litile end soon ho zot on 1o ths tricks and

held hor fairly steady. o wore now cut over the water and saw zany
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islonda Iar-o and sl below us. They wero all eidliivated and looied
ilte choplfesnozrda with villoges hors ond Lhers, The fun w2i ghinine
and tae 2ir was clesr and blus aund there imen't angy wind so the kig
bozber hanfcd alons sbosdy as a big ceeunliner. The zround officer
vz Just having a losH cub the side whon tho colonsl roocked over and
switcied off Lwo of toe forr =otors, Tids rEb her nose dowm and

novar forzot the look on that sround afficor's face when he turned

and gptarted Jeridine tho comtrola. The colonel let ont a rozr of
lsurnier and straishbtened the ship with a few adjustments, switched

wrars back one Toe colonel teld kim he should pever be ourprise

il
oY
a
a

uwhon ke was at the conlrols for =nything night hagmen, The n ke esksd
bin to me=ue 2 fow turns and bonks. I cumet eay they w=re very pood
and I ectmot zay 2 1iked it, bul for scie reason it made ne feal zafa
Just havins the colonel 3sii therz rosdy to preb her any tias.

As 12 crosssd ocoe tall mountains the alr gel resl bumpy and when
wo started to bounce, the colonol ool over znd broushit Ner in toward
the a2irsirip at Tocloban., 2s we slid down for 2 landing the wind wss
still stronz ami the crew chiel b2t the colonel ithat he sould bounce
Asre than tuiee an the skeel planied strin. The eolcooel answered
that he pever bounced any shio bat he was wrong that idime for 2 side
wind eancht v and for e while i locked to me that we were coiing
down sidsulss. Tha domdraft causht v= and we bounced high into the
alr, cnce, twice, three tizss, then 2 fourth ond by thal tize we had
usod up half of the landingstrip. The coloucl waz palling everything
in the way of levers and did some 311 eussing for the end of the
strip which was ocut in the water was ccning toward us very fast, The

brefes were squexiing but the speod was gtill oo groat ~ was thinking




. o “IttIng simt Lfak em deer, wihsn wa wore at the taclvay ond the

grdonol theow Lar evor hoed which 1ifted one whasl way off the proung

znd sgent tha erzichial and mpsell hard and fest over to the starboard
gide; Ppat she ciass back om Lthe other wheel cnd Le rolled sasily. The
ateip w22 overfilled so they raried us woy devm in Lthe oticka and there

we stood for bebler than halfl za hour wmitire
net vz and e bad to send word in befora ther did,

ab tho Prauccortation office, it was Just as orowdsd a3 3t hed
bzen 2t Findoro and when I asked for a flight o Pxdasmn, they teld
ne I woudd have 4o o to anothor alrstrlp miles awzy. A3 it was too
ln%a In tae day to do nything, I got a ride with a Havr oflicer up

to the toom of Tacloban where I hoped to find a place to siay overnight.
e dreva throush Yhe crowded streets £1)J2d wEith natlves, aoldiers,
. ! szilors, tunks, Carcbaos and wogons, trucis and jeeps. At the OD's
.
1 office at tho Raval Headjuwarters I Rad to writ in line to lox in, and

when T finaily pob us to the dposk they told 23 it would be Loo late

e suprer bubl they could give ma a bunk in the P08, Right behind ma

vas 2 Lt. Condr. wmo was locking for his ship, a destroyer, crd whem

hoe beard Bboul ua biédng too lube for susper he syord up and dowa that

he yas geing to get comething Lo g2t il ke h=d to steal it, for he
red hod nothing to eat since early in the moming. 1 zdmitbed that

1 felt diyned pear that huagry, so we found the so eczlled

3 wWhich
u2s & half fallen deowm tent with a dirl flcor and cots with one édirty
dusty blanket -— no pillows and no lizhts.

e left our.bars wt Rit out looking far enything which cight he

. a zellsy but s=w moikirsz unbil we got dovm Lowerd towm where there wag
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& Sesbad Cufs Thoy wore Juob asshing the Cinlims and vhen we poloed cno

his head until we pnlled out a covsls of Lucks s the sigit of wiilch made
RIZ vary polite =11 of o sudden und ke told e to no to the baclidoor,
Wa got hon and awss zad 211 tha teinmdnes and feit = hell of 5 lot

(3

or o dusly rond, The show wia right cutside

bettor &3 vz waliced ba
vhe G0% and as naae of ug felt like spending mope Shan the tise aboclutely
fagcezzary in the derl tent wo set dowm and s=w the pieture, which was
# Chicase zansster stery and sade Lho native audicnce cn tha bk
benchos roar with cxcitaacnt every tinme soncone was shot or stahbed,

vo pot vory liiile slesp for all throvsk the mizht men wore
censtantly comdns din, lighiing maiches erd trying to find their bunis,
A counle of drunks ot inbo tho urena beds and there was quite an arpie
aent widch they went outsife to setile when sozebedy complained chout
the nelse thoy werc makdng. When I wink to She wrnehrocas to shave in
the morning, I foumd five or oix weiting, It secms cverybedy was try-
nc to geb up Tirzi, for the washiroom 33 the bathroos of 2 old Phil-
irpino hous: with ane homesada shower =né one eracted weshbowl uhich
would not hold weter and the toilet kert om fluskins 211 the tine, I
tdo not know how meny efficera were in the B00 a1l iogebher, but there
were ot least twenty-five in the bis deple tomh T had slept in, 20 I
fuess the rush for the wzshroecn wos the heavies: latar on close to
chow tine,

The airstrip I lad to gat %o vza the Taiz~ firfield ond it was
oetier than tweakr iles down the ccast, so I tried to get transporta=

tiocn, The 0D ca cuty was far fyem zecomicdating: in Taet he vas very




. arcgazlie and told ns to 23t oy oun trancportalicn whieh zade oo mod
sne hoewing the Best way cub when you set sad 228 are in the Beyy is
to shul gour nouin; I dld and walksd cut.

A yeunz yoizain bad gverlizard Lhe vhole thing =4 when I loft he
Tellowed wo, catehing un with xe out on the roreh hs told me he would
Srive me over, I ihsaled him and told hin not to et in Dubeh on 1l 2
secount, bul he g2id he wes driving devnlown for the mzil end nobody

Would pay any sttention 4¢ how lonz he uas scne auywiye. Ee pove=s a
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I4ct driva Io the jsop, but the roads wore —oo
i: Limoush saveral e2)1 villeges and tho faru scumbry, A% the sirbeso
. the yosman zot =ix=d up on souo of the =ldo rozds 2nd wo ended up by
ariving down the side of the rumay, for which wo gob a dasned g
beuling out from the operatien of Plcer.

. The Trensvortation office was an old frase shaok covered yith

burlap cnd next to it wos ancther ghed where tlie Red Cross had o place

(1

for cofles end sandwishes, The place was {iMed with soldiers seme of

thea 5t1l11 slecping with their duffclbans under thsir heads and cihers

wera having coffve, bub they were all sabting for Lrensvortation, 1

con.acied the olifizer ca duty and asiked aboul z plane to Palawszn. He
told ve there was still whey litile 4raffic Lo that niace for the aiz-
| stelp wis not cenpled cdy hovever come C47s hid landed so thelp might

bu 2 chanse but I would kave o sticl arovnd and waite T did not mind

So quel the wadilng sround But I was loplne T would net have to ttay

overnlaht el the szuec place where I kad slopt the rnisnt before. Just |

Lo fake sure, I found out vhere the nearest Scaboe bzttalien was

. sictioned, which wes = eouple of miles frou tne strip. I ealled the

S i T S — i = o
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Oy the tolerbone and He told mo I would be welocne 4€ Y bed o otay
gwariald,, Thet i-ut':l-:;d.; I sot myself g cup oF coffee 2nd sgiiled down
talking with ¢ tunch of Gla,

T pestoved the das'dit the cifice every holf Hour or 70 just to nmake
Zure thuy hadnlt fazsottin me Lul I zot the =gme =tory =very time,
Tirere WwAS no planc due for Palwmn., The last 1ime I come in & staff
so=fcant hed eorte 4n ond he overhesrd oy comver=ation with the pen 2t
ihe daakl. As I wvas leaving ke called :e over and todd =2 there w2
very little chunce for ne to gttt a plme throush the office. Howover,
he handled special plenss for the 13th Afr Foree znd there would be
oneg in fro; Morotal in a2 eocuple of hours which was bound for Palawsan.
Rie weudd lock aftar it for me erd 21l I kad 4o do was to atick apound
5¢ he wenld k¥row where to find wm, I told him T certainly aporoclated
his Xndness and if he would cive me hip eddress I would send hizm &

guert of whishy by ona of the pilets 25 scon as T 2ot fo my desctinaticn.

o

He sald ho did not cepect onything for doing scmgone & sood turm but
never havloag had a deink of that kind for 2 lonz, lonz tims he wounld
net refuae the offar.

TL was near nocn snd I was juct haying a ked Cross s=ndwich and a

L_n

cup of coffec whon the sergeant cuss up in 2 jeop z2nd teld me to jump
ine. Wa drove over to scne for carnor of the hardstards and there was
2 CL7 buing relulsd and shoul 20 soldler: standins around 25 w211 as
ths erew and the pilota to whom {ie serresnt intrcduced me. The pilct
told a2 ke was everloaced now but one =orc or lezz wouldn't make any
differcrice 50 I was welcors to the rids
The cabdn was Dall of all kinkds of Junk znd the whole deek filled

with old two-by-fours and luaber which tiz ecrew w=s going to use for
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Pigips ay thefr Lints a8 the nsy G, 804 when wE rob Gezitod there s
1iklle voou 1o spur., the buckel seals wire 211 #iTled and scue of the

soldicrs 22t dowa on top of the luiker nils,

e ovosocd the islaond of Lopte and cnse ot ovar dhe slralis. e

could see Colu chesd of us wid laber crossed iL's nostlern win fran

where we followed ths Stralis of Culmaras betwsen ths islands of Pen

and Verros, heading out toward the Sulu Sea, The lznd locked 1ive

and pealn (ields aned v siw seversl bouns of

-
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phociier boomds with

faze slze wiik rozds bstissen thea. The strsits were full of fisidins
1=

eritss und cancea and az wo passed Neso Point we notiesd five PT Loatbs
atreaiing for shore wisre we spotted 2 P38 dowm on the bezch, Wrhether
s hed buen shot dewn or had orash landed we never ¢id know, bub ihe
Fis pad seen him and ware folnz in lor hia so ihere was nothing for us
vo o,

It was hazy oul over the Sulu Jea and wo saw nothine but waler

i}
&
E
jt

eopt that we naseed ovar conver heading for Palawan and &

-

e minutes laier wz could see the oviling of the hish mountadns on

the Island, 43 we cireled over the airsirin I could ses the nen and

eziiment woriins and we rot orders to stay up for 4 while uatil tha
sirip wes eleared. Whenm ws ddd go down we kit a roush spoi- and nade

& fundrad fool loap, omme down 2gadn end ade snchhar Tifty fook leap
and gash tine the tuo-by-fours and the funk 2124 211 ever snd all of
us were hanging onte the bucket seuts for dear 1ife. A couple more
leaps and we finzlly gob the brakes working just in imo to stop balfore

we oiled inlc 2 bunch of corzl boulders, Outsice it was hotter Lhmm

hall and dust swirlsd sround,
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Ode cezp w=5 on the easb sice of the lslond f2eing tho Bulu Ses
and afier we got wmoat of tho Mansroves cub cub, wo alwys hed 2 fine
breesze 1 the ufternoon. Ik was lzid ent in a palucrove next teo ithe

ogzon with the BUQ in coné end and the g2lley imstsllaticns in the

other. fe bullt a madn yozd wisleh ren the full lenglk of the casp and

|1

conuinued up alenz tha bozeh toward the mirstrip. Oa the other side
ol the read the jungle was thick and always full of meonkesys and wild

=zrnoth
_;-'\-iri 'n“a ]

i

1 2ot in en & Saturdsy aftemnoen =nd the next day being Sundey

i
-

soldiera and nativos uho weobe cecurydn
after our besbing boforz the lsncing.

TR

The zoverasient buildings snd the offieizl rezidonce of the Covernor

of Palawen wag swched to ruins and right in the £iddle of the plaza
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waieh oF novr hod vedn covarcd with Quonset huts Jor the bhae sousena,
Fhood & atatya of Dre Blral shot f2l) of holas Srd xiddied #ith shraonal
o =hghliooun ellabs,
Gn ona sdde of the Plaps wart the Constobelary 3urracks wideh had

tko cocupation. Ik wea partly noslk
dowT, but the Arcy kod clezred toe detrle ard made = storeso placo cus

L it. Tere in the yard core than cne hunéred Aserican posoaers of war
hed beer burned to dexth by the Japs Just befare the firvst wava of cur
troops went ashoras, They hzd been ordercd into & large tranch which
thoy used fopr pippaid chelter end these tho Jaws had poured gasoline
inio the diteh end sipuck it afire. The few who =aneged Lo geb oub ol
the éiteh vore nechinemumned 2nd enly fivs got azmy. We found 1Ch

bedes vhisch vwone burisd under amall white eroscez up in the shedo under
the bip Donicn trzes.

Touzrd ths by side wepa Chinese Bodapzs end 2 read led down te =n
old stoma jobiyr wblch had been bulllb sany years ozo zo the copra scrooners
ey side cf ths tom wore su=—¢
with thick srouin of beabos 2md 2n old graveyasd which by now wes ihickly
avr:.rg;'n'.-m with grace ars Junzla,

The mirstedp ran cazt ond wost and had been wat in by the Japenese
usine Azsricon meiscners of war for the hard labor for pouring the con—
crobes ruminys This had been baosbud so badly by our plensa thet we hed
to resurfzcc the whole thingz and also lengthen it for cur blg bosbers.
The work was in full swing and weo done by the Scaboes end the Ars
Crnzinesrs together end now the bulldogers wers roaring end tearing into
the hard oorzl end & steady sircam of strocks Tap back ond forth na

ing the fill.
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. Lea Loaen wast on the Jon fnd. b fownd hin sitidag dn hls Jeep
pevizs Rir toede ol bstdias a hell
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us, Ha wos 2uirl opod in the facewhon ho soms tver 2ol Ahe firs
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T zsked khin was wly Zn tho boll the airchris uas vnot fSrdshed by ney
eTd varfzed to Dag with the ramrle thet 1% wds no wondar the war Izstied

o Toon swhia fherwere felindinr such aclotlz tine In beilding a Jounsy

A Eme L =1 5 T L ] I, 4 £ ¥ IR B USRI . IO e
1tafie winnmayr 1diee 2hia., Do sided wishE wibh Me Al we pob the fmeold
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ch o lonm bBooguse

ne
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Lach direy look with the comicnt thut tho war

i

geprteln muyr vore sitting on thely bubt on ethor islzreds pialling, =nd

L iy il gt ml - 1 E - & T aets Py ! > 1
wristunheh witteh finally hzg pprived frou the piatas whars I had scop
1
L S . R el e & ) L= gy | L] Wl T TR i, =
it for rTapsiyrs weny Tobths a3%0. A Dolend of mne Im ths IATS; Terry
<L

: Farkes; xd procdsed Yo send it oul with scme pilot whideh he did, but

' it kWad Yaadet ah Guesm foer tha pleh had Had chance of erders afteyr ho

el
7
B
L
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- Latl ang hod Tricd 1o fob 2ome ouher pilst fo tals 4
had bssn wiable fo find &aybody bound for Morotei. In the weantice
Terry had been sonb out himsclf 2nd had beea stationsd ot Hmlalin uhere

L i i & e
o2 wateh had arcived snd fros there Terry sant it alpseil.

, The counisyr arcurd Peozetd Pripcesce uzed o bo Enowm &5 & vary bad
ralprda and faver plaes, ot it hed been clezned up risht cway zad had
been sprayed with DDT frex plansa, 5o MeBais the malaria control officer,

told us there wis 1o dengerand we all belisved Hac Tor he Koew his

Job end did ks work well, Tha only thing Mac could net do avay with

was tho cestipesdss ond they wore £11 over, (oo momipz 1 prabbed mr

ahoes grd cne of toe dovlls chouy six incihios lony cowne out of one of

i ey p—— A S S S =< -




- 455 -
R Az = B T R - et — A A e  PATLE T2V - &
b sa0as Fioabind aobd ang inbo nf Ilttle £iogr= IS 6t e 2 hoh
polar Hed LS e =nd Bhs finger awsllsd up like o halleon Lut vubsice

s i & ol o e e 1 o e »
of Sist it &ld nct sSces to do ma much hars, bul miny of the othcs boys

who woro hiitat ot Solly sick froa tho polisch.
e Jdapa ok the islznd hed taken to the hillz =54 were now heing
huned connt by the FSillipging Guerills benda which were driflbing all

i,y I -

" -y ¥ 3 1) e il - L Yaiies & Ao aqee
ever the deband. The firdh thing thowr did whitn they curhe oh

iy

Thon wis toochop hiz head ofF and cerry the heed srouod Lo Show I6 o
=

overyhedy. Scoe of ither even Lroural tne heads dom o the Amerdican

coups and charzed the ziilors and scldiera Dfive pesos for the use of

tha haoda dn yedins for photogruplis, The Jeps wvere lnmere and having
nothins Se &6t in ihe Mlls would come doom L6 the yem fisids 2nd frult

grovoes duding the nliat, vhors the Cuerdillas vwould be wiiting for then
wabn Jouwny gans, Mgaeh Viko pig Muntliaog?, one of then told me, "only
mere fun,d

it was tise for the Honsccoa Lo Ylow and whe radnyr seuzon to bogl

Bl ol W owemlres wyes il 8  T— L P - ]

ol can ndx S L WOEE- 10 vEEh tha ftoot =he NI, o bozhzrdment of
s & S - '. 5 L o st A R N,

ceconutes on 1he canvasss I Cutzids tho vind =05 sorsazins throusd

¢ " R e ) e = : 2
tha poin Lroes and bontins thes, lishindne fared end flickercd out
over e Sulty s, Chmsiew rolled cid sock the siim coured so hecvy 4

felt 1lke & rallion Tahorezsire firchoses wers ainicd fran above.

oyurealt se uwoual, the sly was clear except

::r..

But when I zob up 2t
for the tall, feziruszther clouds which lungz on the horizen., AL first
stroaks of lipal crdidad slondy threuph the clounds, moined in apsed
and then adl of & sudden flered in 2l) the colors of the rainbow &nd

roflact=d in the === wWiyich was Iike & nirror. The o shot out of the

Hulu sod @nd snoincy dey bh=d cherted.
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. I alxazs ke Led By ia the rierpincg and it pob ©o B3 4 roelar core~
dOiys. & vontyd Jaesk un bta Ehe slde ef Lhe bonk =% Lla
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