CAPTAIN JACKSON s, CHAMPLIN
© UNITED STATES NAVY

Born in Enld, Oklahoma, on December 28, 1904, Jackson Selover
Champlin-was_appoiﬁted Midshipman from the Eighth Congressional
District and entered the U. S. Naval Acadeny, Annapolls, Maryland,
on June 28, 1921, He Was_graduated and commissioned Ensign on June
3, 1925, and through subsequent promotions attained the rank of
Captain on August 30, 1944, to date epom July 20, 1943.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1925, he
wag assigned to the USS COLORADO for two years, and to the Uso
ROCHESTER for two years. He veceived a Letter of Commendation from
the Secretary of the Navy for his performance of duty asg Secondary
Battery Control Officer aboard the ROCHESTER during the 1928-1929
Gunnery Year Competition. Remaining at =ea, he gserved aboard the

UssS DETROIT from May 29 to October H, 1929. ordered next to the

New York Shipbuilding Company, 2t camden, New Jersey, he assisted

in fitting out the UsSS SALT LAKE CITY, and sepved aboard that crulser
from her commizsioning, December 11, 1929 until June 25, 1932. Dur-

ing that perlod, the GALT IAKE CITY operated as 2 unit of Cruieer
Divigion b, Seouting Force.

After a year's jpstruction in General Line at the Postgraduate
School, Annapolis, Maryland, he was placed 1n charge of the Fire-
Control Tnetrument school at the Ford Instrument Oompany, Long Is~
1and, New York, from June 1933 until July 1934, He next had duty
afloat aboard the UBS PENNSYLVANIA, flagship of Commander in Chief,
U. 8., Fleet. He was detached on May 31, 1937, and a month later re-
rurned to the Naval Academy for duty as an instructor in the Depart-~

ment of Ordnance and Gunnery.

Oon December 11, 1939 he recommissioned and assumed command of
the USS HARADEN. He vemained 1n command of that destroyer until
February 3, 1940, shortly before her transfer to Great Britain under
"{end-leage." On March 1 he jolned the USS COLORADO as Gunnoéry
Officer. He remained aboard that battleship unt1l August 194%, when
he was designated Aide and Flag gecpetary on the ataff of Commander
cruiger Division 11, He was awarded the Bronze gtay Medal with
Combat "V," for "peritorious servlce as Chief of Staff to the Com-~
mander of a Crulaer Division during action against enemy Japanesé
forces in operations panging from the Solomon Islands through the
Gilberts, the Marshalls, the Marianas and culminating in the Firat
Battle of the Philippines, during the period Septenber 5, 1943 to
Asugust 18, 1944, .." The oitation, signed by the Secretary of the
Navy James Forrestal, continues in part: .

"pireless and gkilled in dischargilng the responsibilities of
thia important duty, (he).participated in the capture and occupa-
heavily fortified Japanese-held 1glands during the

of our forces westward toward the enemy's home waters

Captaln Champlin contributed materially to the effective gurface
i 8 %nd to the damage inflicted on the Japa-

tion of many
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He reported to Headquarters, Twelfth Naval Distrlct, in Augusgt
1944, and on October 7, 1944 was ordered to a shore assignment in
the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington, De. Ces where
he wag placed in charge of rescarch and development of naval guns,
mounts and missile 1aunchers. Detached in October 1048, he agsumed
command of the USS MT. OLYMPUS, and continued in command of that
Amphibious Force, Flagship, in the Atlantic, until December 1949.
He next had thirty-three monthsgt duty in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations; Navy Department, attached to the Division of In-
ternational Affairs as Chief of Foreign Military Aid Matters. -

From September 1951 to July 1955 he sepved as Sub Chief, Naval
Mission 10 Brazil. The Brazilian-Government swarded him the Order
of Naval Merit, degree of Commander, which was presented personally
“py the Brazillan Chief of Naval Operations on October 9, 1953.

gince his return to the United States, he has been assigned to
the staff of the Commandant, Ninth Naval District.

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "y," and the
Brazilian decoratlion, Captaln Champlin has the Second Nicaraguén
CampaignvMedal; the American Defense gervice Medal, Fleet Clasp;
the Asiatic-PacificCampaign.Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the
World War IT Victory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal.
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