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by Becky Poulliot

n January 27, the Hampton

Roads Naval Historical

Foundation will be hosting a
Volunteer Recognition Banquet. In years
past we have had a Christmas party for
the volunteers in December. The
planning committee has decided to have
this year’s party in January when things
are a little less busy than during the
holiday season. The committee planned
menu for the evening will consist of New
England clam chowder, carved round of
roast beef, breast of chicken, and broiled
flounder . There will be some super hors
d’oveuvres and entertainment. Hungry?
See page 9 for sign up details.

This party is the museum staff and
foundation’s way of thanking the
volunteers for all their hard work in 1997,
helping make the museum the best ever.
This event could not be happening
without the assistance of committee
members Sally Tobin, Margaret
Godfrey, Ann Prince, Betty Ritter, and

Harold Anten. They have all put in
hours of work finishing up the smallest
details.

The 1998 lecture series is now up and
running. Offto the right is the impressive
line up for next year. Many of these talks
will take place with a lunch included.
Call 322-2986 for more details. In
addition to these speakers, the
“Scuttlebutt” conversation series will
return for a second season of casual talks
on naval history.

Be prepared to hear a lot about
“strategic planning” in 1998. A few
weeks ago, on October 30, board
members, staff, museum volunteers, and
Navy representatives met for a retreat-a
first for us. The first topic of discussion
was the report received from the
American Association of Museums
regarding the museum’s participation in
the Museum Assessment Program. The
report commented favorably on the
museum’s education dimension (the
purpose of the report) and our ability to
reach audiences through exhibit and
interpreter programs. The report went a

*MUSEUM

BB Navai

T

Local History. World Events.

About The Day Book

The Day Book is an authorized publication of the Hampton

HRNM Staff

Director

Roads Naval Museum (HRNM). Its contents do not necessarily
reflect the official view of the U.S. Government, the Department
of Defense, the U.S. Navy or the U.S. Marine Corps and do not
imply endorsement thereof. The HRNM is a museum dedicated
to the study of 220 years of naval history in the Hampton Roads
region. The museum is open Monday from 9 am. to 4 p.m. and
Tuesday through Sunday from 10 am. to 5 p.m. Admission is
free.

The Day Book’s purpose is to educate and inform readers on
historical topics and museum related events. It is written by the
staff and volunteers of the museum.

Questions or comments can be directed to the Hampton
Roads Naval Museum editor. The Day Book can be reached at
(757) 322-2993, by fax at (757) 445-1867, or write The Day
Book, Hampton Roads Naval Museum, One Waterside Drive,
Suite 248, Norfolk, VA 23510-1607. The museum can be found
on the World Wide Web at http:/naval-station.norfolk.va.us/
navy.html. The Day Book is published bi-monthly with a
circulation of 1,200.

Becky Poulliot
Curator
Joe Judge
Education Specialist
Bob Matteson
Exhibits Specialist
Marta Nelson
Museum Technician
Ofelia Elbo
HRNM OIC/Asst. Curator
Lt. Tom Whalen
HRNM LPO/TPU Admin.
FC2 Joe Clark
Editor of The Day Book
Gordon Calhoun
Director, HRNHF
Maj.Gen.Dennis Murphy,
USMC (Ret)

ftime as an official historian

step further though, to comment on the
necessity of establishing a sound base for
the museum’s future by ensuring
adequate financial and personnel
TESOUrCES.

Naturally, a one day retreat can hardly
address all the concerns expressed in the
25-page report. A dialogue between all
museum parties was started and I look
forward to reporting on our progress in
the coming months. 4

1998 Hampton
Roads Naval
Museum Lecture
Series Line-up

March S-Historian Col. Joe
Alexander, USMC (Ret.), will
share his findings about
Midshipman Robert Chester
Foute of CSS Virginia from
primary source material.

May 15-Living History
Associates will mark the 100th
anniversary of the Spanish-
American War with a first
person perspective of the war.

July 16-FBI Special Agent
Robert Hunter will discuss the
infamous Walker spy ring, a
espionage operation which
caused significant damage to
Navy secrets.

September 10-U.S. Marine
Corps historian and director of
the Casemate Museum Dennis
Mroczkowski will discuss his

during Operation Desert Storm,
and Operation Joint Endeavor.







Shots Fired and Blood Drawn

The Confrontation Between Stephen Decatur and James Barron, Part 2

by Joe Mosier

The night before he died,
Commodore Stephen Decatur
spent the evening with his wife
at a lavish party given by Secretary of
State John Quincy Adams. Throughout
the two weeks that separated the
agreement between seconds and his duel
with Commodore James Barron, Decatur
had kept up a full social life. This was
not a mark of unconcern on his part, but
rather a fervent desire to keep the meeting
secret. Even his wife, Susan, remained
ignorant of the matter. Barron as well had
kept knowledge of the impending affair
from his neighbors in Hampton.

Both men were fully aware of the
potentially lethal outcome of such a
meeting. Using the excuse of the
likelihood of his return to sea after a long
period ashore, Decatur carefully went
over financial concemns and household
matters with his wife. He asked his
father-in-law, former Norfolk Mayor
Luke Wheeler, to come for a visit so as
to be with Susan if the worst should
occur. He made arrangements with
Robert Goodloe Harper to bring his wife
Catherine, Susan’s closest friend, down
from Baltimore for the same purpose.

Barron put about that he was traveling
to Baltimore “on business.” With his
second Capt. Jesse D. Elliott, his nephew
Edward Latimer, and his personal
physician Dr. Hall, Barron sailed on
March 20 in the overnight steamboat
Virginia from Norfolk. Ironically, Luke
Wheeler was a fellow passenger on the
trip. Arriving in Baltimore, Wheeler
continued by carriage to Washington.
The Barron party traveled to
Bladensburg, the agreed upon site for the
duel. They spent the night at an inn there.

Decatur arose early on March 22,
Leaving his still sleeping wife behind, he
walked from his house on what is now
Lafayette Square up Pennsylvania
Avenue to Beale’s Hotel. Waiting for
him there were his second, Commodore
William Bainbridge, and Purser Samuel
Hambleton who was to act as
Bainbridge’s aide. The three men ate

breakfast and discussed the forthcoming
duel. Hambileton later wrote, “He was
quite cheerful, and did not appear to have
any desire to take the life of his
antagonist. Indeed, he declared that he
should be very sorry to do so.” Decatur
had earlier expressed his intention to
attempt to wound Barron in the hip.
Decatur also addressed the most serious

ahead to ensure the Decatur party was at
the rendezvous. Stopping the coach a
short distance from the ground, Barron’s
group walked through the foliage that
guarded the site from the Washington-
Baltimore stage road. Decatur and the
others, now joined by Decatur’s doctor,
Naval Surgeon Samuel Trevett, were
there waiting.

The ancient ritual of dueling was one way gentlemen could settle their differences due to personal
insults or slights. Off to the side are the “seconds.” It was the seconds’ responsibility to work out
the details and rules of each specific duel. (HRNM photo from a drawing by Your Navy magazine)

possible outcome saying he had made
arrangements with his friend Col. George
Bomford for his body to buried at that
officer’s estate, Kalorama. Decatur also
mentioned that he brought his will along.
The document needed three witnesses,
however, so it was agreed to wait until

.the party arrived at Bladensburg. As 9

a.m. approached, Decatur, Bainbridge,
and Hambleton got into a hired coach for
the five mile ride to the dueling ground.

James Barron arose at the inn at
Bladensburg at about 5 a.m. after “a quiet
and good night’s repose.” He woke his
nephew, dressed and shaved. At a table
in his room, he wrote a brief will leaving
everything to his wife, Elizabeth. Aftera
walk in the inn’s garden, Barron joined
the others in his party for breakfast. The
meal over, they ordered a carriage giving
Washington as their destination to
maintain the subterfuge. Elliott went on
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Bainbridge, Elliott and their aides then
began 45 minutes of seemingly unending
formalities. They read aloud the agreed
upon rules, picked the stands for their
principals and measured out the
unusually short eight-pace distance
between the duelists. Doctor Hall and
Surgeon Trevett laid out their medical
tools for possible later use. While this
was going on, Decatur committed an
unusual breach of etiquette. As Barron
recalled, “About this time...I, to my
inexpressible astonishment, observed
Commodore Decatur leave the seconds,
pass round them, and advance towards
[Barron and his nephew].” Decatur
approached to within about ten paces and
“placed himself in an attitude which
indicated a design to be offensive.” A
stare-down followed between the two
Commodores, one in which Decatur

Shots Fired continued on page §
























