


Getting down to it. ' Compass reading.

“Digging in” along defense perimeter. Trying




fan M-16.

Seabees: “We Build — We Fight”

Basic military training for men in a
naval construction battalion is the rule
rather than the exception. Why? The
answer is given in their motto — *“We
Build — We Fight.” Their primary job is
construction. But when attacked, they
move quickly to fend off the attackers.

The Seabees fight because they are
trained to defend themselves, an instinct
for survival and a desire to complete
assigned tasks. The latter two reasons are
not taught, but the former is obtained
through three weeks of company level
instruction and a one-week battalion level
tactical field exercise (FEX). The first
three weeks are divided into classroom
procedure, tactics and rifle range. ¢
BACK TO SCHOOL

Many men assigned to a construction
battalion have been out of high school
only a short period. Therefore, military
training is their “‘college.” The lessons

Ambush!

taught during classroom week are far
removed from the support tools of
reading, ’riting and ’rithmetic. The Seabee
fledgiings are taught survival and de-
fending their job sites and camps.

They are instructed in the uses of
various individual and crew-served wea-
pons such as the M-60 machine gun, the
3.5 rocket launcher, the M-16 rifle, .45
caliber pistol, M-79 grenade launcher and
the 106mm recoiless rifle. Classes are also
conducted on first aid and field sanita-
tion, map reading and using a compass.

Tactics week presents an opportunity
to put classroom instruction into practical
application. During these five days the
Seabees learn the proper methods of
preparing a fighting hole, running patrols,
inspecting villages, throwing grenades,
using communications equipment and
mine detection. They also attend a class

(Continues on page §)

Everybody out of the truck.




Seabees:
“We Build - We Fight”

(Continued from page 7)
on booby traps.

Then comes the week the newly
assigned men have been awaiting
anxiously — range week. They fire the
much publicized M-16 rifle and nearly
every other weapon in a Seabee unit’s
arsenal.

The first three weeks, conducted
at company level, give the men an
opportunity to function as a team.
Now comes the fourth week — FEX.
SEABEES AT “WAR”

FEX is a battalion “war” con-
trolled by referees. The quiet is
shattered by automatic rifle fire,
running footsteps on dry pine needles
or leaves and men shouting. Though
they know blank ammunition is used,
the men do get an idea of how it feels
to be under “‘enemy”’ fire.

Activity begins with drawing wea-
pons from the armory on Monday
morning and being transferred to the
training site. Once there the battalion
gets into a tactical formation and the
long march to the bivouac area begins.
FEX is underway.

Since this is a training exercise, the
men know they will be attacked by
“enemy forces.” The only questions
are when and where. The aggressors
are personnel from the 20th Construc-
tion Regiment and battalion
X-Company. They set up continuous
ambushes along the route to the
bivouac area.

Flankers are sent out to flush the
enemy. Referees scamper to and fro
designating casualties or discounting
“kill” claims.

When the Seabees reach the
bivouac area, the enemy falls back.
Defensive positions are set up by

Zeroing in with M-60 machine gun.

mortar crews, patrols are sent out and
the Seabees “dig in.”” There is little or
no harassment during daylight, but
night seems to bring new life to the
enemy forces. Fighting continues
throughout the night except for short
periods of quiet which are shattered
by rushes of taunting fire.
DAWNING TRUCE

Dawn brings forth a truce. Tired,
bleary-eyed Seabee and aggressor alike
file into the chow line for breakfast.
The remainder of the battalion’s day is
spent resecuring defensive lines and
reworking fighting holes and
camouflage. Enemy activity is un-
known until dusk. That’s when they
strike, swarming at the outer perimeter

Navy EAOS term includes extension

The Bureau of Naval Personnel reports confusion regarding the
definition of EAOS (Expiration of Active Obligated Service) when
used in conjunction with early-out programs.

In particular, bureau officials report, are the cases where enlisted
men and women have signed agreements extending their enlistments,
but the extensions have not yet gone into effect.

In those cases, the officials said, extension agreements will not be
canceled unless specifically stated in a directive. The EAOS, then, is
the date the extension agreement will expire, even though it has not

become effective. (AFPS)
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of the battalion’s defense lines. The
skies are lighted by the muzzle flash of
M-16s, M-14s, and M-60s on full auto-
matic. Another long sleepless night is
in store for the Seabees. Dawn is
forever away. But when it does come,
the activities and discomforts of the
night are momentarily forgotten. The
FEX is completed and the battalion is
homeward bound.

Though the field exercise may be
just for fun for some and deemed a
waste of time by others, it is serious
business. FEX is an integral part of the
training and conditioning needed be-
fore deploying to a combat zone.

Those men who have deployed know
this, and the others will learn. For if
necessary, the Seabees will fight and
build. And when they are deployed,
men in a construction battalion “Can
Do.”

Happy Valentine's
Day. May it have
special meaning

for yvou.







The members of Detail Camp Lejeune
fire the M-79 Grenade Launcher.

Approximately 180 men under
the command of LTJG Gregg D. Hage-
dorn, Officer in Charge, had close
to 2 weeks, 17-28 April, of crew
served weapons training at Camp

Lejeune, North Carolina.

Each man had 3 to 4 days of
weapons
classroom and actual day and night
firing for the weapon in which he
specialized. The remainder of the
time was spent with all the men

intensive crew served

firing all the weapons.

¢

EA3 Tom Forbes pr
round down the t

Mortar.

Combat readiness is an import
function that every Battalion
maintain. These M-60's play a 1la
part in determining the Battalio:
firepower.
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'he men prepare to fire the 3.5
Rocket Launcher.

The courses covered included
the 81lmm Mortar, the M-60 Machine-
gun, the 106 Recoiless Rifle, the
3.5 Rocket Launcher, Grenade throw-
ing, the 50 cal. Machine-gun, and
the M-79 Grenade Launcher.

Thé communications men formed
a separate group and for the entire
stay at Camp Lejeune covered Field
Communications.

This training increases the
Battalion's defensive Capabilities
so that the Battalion can stand at
the ready for any contingency which
may arise.

vares to drop a
-rel of the 8lmm

n O

IT Meyers receives information
n the forward observer over the
e while CM2 Mike Berg, EACN
is "Greek" Lempesis, and BUCN
Blank plot the firing mission.
5 was just part of the training
; received for the 8lmm Mortar.
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0. S, BAVAL (OBIL COMSTRUSTION BATEALION SILTY~IWO
FIiETT POST OFF]

NEW ¥YORX 05501
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9 Febrwayy 1971

From: Commending (Officery; U. S, Mawal Mobile Construction Battalion
S IXTY=-TWD
Tos Commender, Maval Construction Battalions, U. 5. Atlantic Fleet

Subj: Operations Weport for the Month Tmding 31 Jammry 19713
submission of

Ref: (a) COUBIANTINGT 5213.4B
(b} 20NCR OPCRD 14=70

Administrative Swmary

Equipment Status Heport

Training Hepurd

Iabor Districution R -
Conastruetion item Chart

Progress and Performance Chart

Progeess Fhotngmphs

Civiz Aetion Reporis
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1. Fnclosures (1) thcough (8) are forwarded in sccordance with reference (a).

2, Unii logetion. In accordance with reference (b), U. 5. Naval Mobile
Construction Bettalion SIXTY-TWD) is at homeport in Guifport, Mlssissippi,
for letve, reorzanization and treining,

3. Fndd Movements:

g8, 1 Jan 71 - Detail SUGAR veiurned to Gulfper: from New Orleans Sugsr
Bowl gama,

4o
a, 3 Jan 71 - NILB SIVIT.MWO termimated Posi Deployment and Holiday
1e8vs,

b, 4 Jan 71 « The Batialiion vegsn howeport technical training.

c. 7=15 Jan 71 - The Batizlicn Commanding Of{icer with S-2, S=3 and
Sed, vigitesd nrospective Curibbean deployment sites.

d, 11 Jan 7% - Begen Batislion Uisasier Recovery Tralning.

2. 11 Jan 71 - The TWENTIENTI Hawal Gonstruction Regiment began nre-
adminiastrative insnaction for OB SIXTI-THO,

o 1922 dan 71 « The Batt&ilm Conmanding {icer with the Opnerations
Officer and - Onmrations Chief mede a pre-deployment
V.‘!.Si‘k to ,BAI"’ and to prosrechtive CONUS deployment sites.
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2, 5 Feb Ti - The Rattalion will completle Disaster Recovery Training.

be 15-26 Feb 71 = The Baitalions Provisicnal Rifle Gompany will

undergo speecial training at Camp lejuene, North Carolina.

s, %2 Feb 71 - The Aattalionts snanal Administrative Inspeetion beging.

4, #1-23 Teh Ti - The Batianlion Comanding Officer will vigitv Camp
Lajusne snd NAVFACENGC(.i, Waghington, D. Cq

a, 27 Feb 71 - The Construction Bahialion Center and NGB SIXTY-TW0 will

hold the Annyal Seahes Ball.

T, H. GERIBL .
Agting
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Digtribu Numbez of pieg:
0+ 1+ w/o encl {7

COMCBIANT
CINCFACFLT 1
COSENVIANT 1
COMOBFAC 2
oG PAF PAC 1
DIR OF MAVAL HISTCRY 1
GG YITI 'AF 1
NAVFACTNGCOM (CODE 06) 1
A VFACENGCOM {CODE 063) 1
COMLVRCRY 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
i
i
3

COSERVEAD

COMBNCE

COM31NCR

COM32NCR

COMRONCR

Lozt NOR

CRCEN PCRHUE (CODE 17}
eRCEN TROHUE (CODE 15)
00 CRCER PORHUE 2 w/o enel {7)
w/o sacl (7)

+ 2 w/o encl {7)
+ 1 w/e enel (7)
+ % wfe encl (7)
+ 1 w/o encl (7)
+ 1 w/fo encl (7)

¢O NAVSCOICONST 1
e NRVSCOLCECOFF 4 w/o encl (%)
ALL TANT MMCB's 1 wfo encl {7)
GO NCRL PROHUE 1 w/o encl (7)
CHO {OP-401F) 1
KMOB TAREE 1
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The First week in Jamery 1971, the Bastzlion terminated its post
deployment and holiday leave, and begen its technical txcining poriod.,

From dammry Tth through the 15th the Battnlion Companding Officer
with S-2, S«3 and 8-4 visited preepective Caribbein deployment sites,
determining that the msin body would probably deploy to famp Moserlp,
Roogevelt Reads, Puerto Rieco, with dsialis ¢o Guantaname P2y, Cubs,tibe
Canzl Zone and Thwme:nnt and Selomons, Varyland.

The Battalion,on Japuaryg 11tk bagan its diszszter recovery itraining
pariod, and the 'MENTTETH Mewal Consiruciion Regiment began its pre-adain
jnspeection for NMUB § DIPYTW0 with little or no intervupbion of Bagtalion
operations.

Under the new presadure for administrative inspsctions, the TAENTIETH
Neval Construction Regiment will conduct the pre-aduin as in the pasiy,
bub will elso conduet the admin inspection itself. The admin will syread
aver & three week period, rather thama three day peried. BEmphasis-will
be on determining the continuing stale of wveadiness snd efficlency of
operation of the Bat¥:lion, pather than its ability to prepare for a one-
time lnspectioni.

On Japuary 19th through 22nd the Patialion Commanding Officer with
the Operations Cfficer and the Coerations Chief visited COICRIANT and
progpective CONUS deployment sites at Tharmount 2nd Selomons, Meryland.
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Us 3. NAYAL MMCBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALION SIXTY--TWO
VLEET POST OFFICE
NEW YORK 09501
NMOB=62 :30: raw
2
3o uee
5 Maroh 1971

Fyrune Cormnanding Officer, U, S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
SIXTY-TWO

Tos Commander, Navs.l Construction Battalions, U. S. Atlantic Flizet

Subj: COperaticns Report for the Month Ending 28 February 1971
submission of )

Fef: {(a) COMCBIANTINST 5213.4B
'b) ZONCR CPORD 14=70

Fnel: 1) Administrstive Summary
(2} Equipment Status Report
\j) Training Report
(&) Labor Distribution - e, .
(5) Constructicn Item Chart
(6) Progress ard Performance Chart
(7) Progress Photographs
(&) Civie Action Renorts
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1. Enciosures (i) through (8) are forwarded in accordance with reference (a).

2. Unit location. In accordance with refsrence (b), . S. Naval Mobile
Construstion Battalion SIXTY-TWO is at homeport in Guifport, Yissiasipoi,
for leave, reorganization and training.

3,  Hnit Movemenus:

a. 6 Feb 71 = A special detail with the Battalion Commending Officer;
Alfa Company Commander and {7 enlisted personnel deparied
for Mandeville, louisiana, to the crash site of an Air
Foroe F=1119 aircraftg

b. 8 Feb 71 - Eight additional entisted personnel departed for the F=111
erash site near Mandeville, Ila.

¢. i2-i4 Feb 71 - The Battalion Provisicnal Rifle Company departed for
Camp Lejeune; North Careling.

d. 27-28 Feb 71 - The Battalion Provisional Rifle Company returned from
Camp Lefeune, North Carolina.

L~ Significant Events:s

a, 5 Feb 71 - The Battalion completed Disaster Recovery Training.

b. & Feb 7 - The Battalion was tasked with the recovery of & downed
Air Force F-111 from & site in a swamp near Mandeville,
la, The Commanding Officer with a special detail set up
camp and began building & road and waiking & crane %o the
crash crater.
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e,

15«26 Fet 71 - The [attalion Provisional Rifle Company wdere
b went special training at Camp lejeune, North Carc-
lina,

17 Feb 71 ~ The Battalion Commanding Officer left the F-111 crash
site and returned to duty at CBEC Gulfport.

21-22 Ee 71 - The Battalion Executive Officer and Battalion Master
Chief visited "he Provisional Kifle Company at
Camp Lefeune, North Carclina,

£, 22 Feb 71 - The Battalion’s anmnual Administrative Inspection by
Commander, 2Cth NCR began.
g 23=24 Feb 71 - The Battlulion Commending Officer visiied Naval Facilitjes
Engineering Command Headquarters, Washingion D, C.
ho 27 Feb 71 = The Construction Battalion Center and the Battalien
ohserved the Seabee Birthday and CEC Anniversary with
 the annval Seabee Ball.
Major Problems: i .
None.

Significant Evenis Planned:

a,

b

=12 Mar 71 - Continued sdministrative inspection;

7-i2 Mar 7! - The Battalion will undergo its Field ixercise (FEX)
at Camp till in the Desoto National Forest.

EB-V“\ *\&ﬁhﬁ&’ujm

F. M. NEWCOMP™




	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7201
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7202
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7203
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7204
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7205
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7206
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7207
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7208
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7209
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7210
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7211
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7212
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7213
	NMCB 62 Camp lejeune 70 7214

