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Enel: (1 Deployment Completion Report
1, Encle vre (1), summarizing the Battalion's activities during the

Septenver 1565 - May 1966 deployment to DalNang, Republie of Vivtnam s
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Unit: USN MCR EIOHT

Administrative Summary mrraf.in, U.5. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
TIOHT, September 1965 through May 1966

oymEnt Status. Mobile Copstruction Battalion EToHT was doployed o |
Dafiang tas spublic ut Vietnam; in aeeordance with COMCBYAC Oparlbﬂbu M
23-65 to mvide ooua\mmtioa support for U.5, Military swaa.

‘2, UNIT Movements. ;
Aummofmgﬁmmggyme“u:;dm
{hmmg Rep e Vu‘t-nlq.qu Aupust 1365. The mein body, after
changiog homeport from Davieville, Rhode Island, to Port Hensme, Califovnis
Followsd a.pa-mmmlymnemon&hm. The maln body wee transporied in
seven (7) aireralt, the last of which arrived ia "slang on 30 September.

b. A dstached uait of one mmmsommmapmm
for Hue/Ph: Bai, Republic of Vietnam, during 9 to 31 Octobur &r by
LCUs and h:elicopters. The size of the unit during deply mhd
aceordance with bheworidmde On 18 April 1966, the OIC petwrnod to the
Battalion with all members of the detached unit except two men who staysa
behind ‘o arrange for shipmept of remaining OB Mmimnt M
wen rejoincd the bst-f.d,ina on L May.

ce a.mrmwosmmmmwwl%éummm
in Port Husneme, cal.fornn.

d. An Advance Party of one officer and 30 ¢.listed men deparbed IsNans
for CONUS on 20 April. On 21 May 1966, the first ~T five (5) tlights trans-
portinz the mein body to CONUS departed DeNang. ‘he last flipht serived at
WAS; Point Mugu, California on 24 ey 1964, The service by khe
mlury APifE Command duving this movenent of the waln mody via CILL type
aireraft wis outst.mdiag

- Significant mtso

20 Avg 1968 - MCB EIOHT officially changed hmpﬂrt m Davisyiils, ,
Rho& Im‘ld o Port nmw i" &—‘ MQ ”

26 Aug 1965 - MCB EIGHT Advancs ~rty of one officer and 69 enlisted
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“construction aseident while rehabilitating the Specisl Forces Air strip ab
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28 Oct 1965 = MCH LIGHT Oanp takdn under fire by a Vit Cong Upit
attacking Marine Air Oroup 16; MCB WINE and hospital construction site.
lo casualties were sustained and there was no penetration of the WCB EIOHT
perimeter, MCB KICHT patrol discovered and destroyed one enemy land mine
adjacent to the camp following attack. A

2l; Feb 1966 - MCB KICHT in eonjunetion with MCB FIVE replaced span of
Tourane River Bridpe damaged by Vietamese truck. USpan wag replaced and
ready for use 39 hours after damaged.

20 Apr 1966 - Advange Party coneisting of one officer and 30 enlisted
men deperted DaNang for Port Hueneme.

18 May 1966 - First operational off-loading of carpo at LST/LOU ramps
constructed by MCB EIGHT.

21 May 1966 - First of five (5) flights transporting main body Lo CORUS
depsrted DaNang. Personnel on first three (3) flights bad to be transporisu
to the Da¥ang Alrfield by helicopter because of gcad bléckadescaused by ol
strife in the City of DaNang. The splendid cooperation of Marine Rir Orawy:
16 made this 1ift possible.

22 May 1966 - MGB EIGHT Camp dedicated Camp Famlkner in memory of Arnsidl
Jo FAULENEE, EOH3. FAULKNIR, who was attached to MCB FOUR, was killed in »

Kham Dae, The ceremony was sttended by IOEN Lewis WALT, USMC, 0 IIT YAF;
CAPT N. E. ANLERSON, Commaadsr 30th NCRj CAPT CANACA, Senior Medical Offioss.
NSA Hospitsl; LCIR TOMBARI, Commanding Officer MCB SIX; and several other
dig!_ nitaries.

Lo Major “roblems.

8. The Battalion with an average on board strength of 39 men during
the Delanz Deployment, was significantly below authorized stremgth. Sinew
certain overhead functions, for example secuity, are not direcily rslated
to Battalion stremgthy t'he percent of personnel available for diraét later
was below ‘he planténg norm. A timely increase in the on-board count would
have parmiited a consideradvly higher productivity. A graphie presentation
of the personnel situation is contained in the following chart:
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(8) MCD BIGHT pionesrad the use of Vietnamese laborars by Seabess
in the Dalang area. The worksrs did an excellent job and greatly expanded
the Battalion's productive effort. The Vietnamese were trained in steel tank
erection, Butler and Tuonset lut comst -uction, roed repair and concrete work,
One important consideration in warking Vietnamese personnel is to imsure that
they are adequately supervised, Productive effort will be lost if a super-
visor iz not constantly availsble to direct their efforts.

9 Avards

a. 30 April 1966 - LTJG Henry L. Merry, CEC, USNR, received the Navy
Conmendation Medal for meritorious achisvement while serving as Offigcer-in-
Charge of the MCB DIGIT Advance Party and as Project Oficer for construction
of LCU/LCIH ramps and port facilities in DaNang, Republic of Vietnam.

b. 15 July 1966 - LPJG Bugene H, Steffens,CEC,USN, received tha
Secretary of the Navy Commendation for achievement while serving as Officer-
in-Charge of the fifty man MCB EIGHT Detachment at Hue/Phn Bsi, Republie
of Vietnam.

¢. 26 larch 1966 - BELCHER,Willard A., 5!C, USN, was awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal for meritorious service wh:ue serving us the Assistant
0fficer-in-Charge of the NCB ECIGHT Advance Party deployed to Vietnam and
while serving as Assistant Officer-on-charge of the Detached unit at
m,Phu Baia






