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. REAR ADMIRAL ALTAN ¥, FIENTNG, UNITED STATES NAVY; RETIRED,

. ;'ﬂ;lléh,_FostérfiEl,elﬁihé"-«fé«s ‘born’ in Towa City;, Towa, on.December W,

1912, son of ‘the late Burton Percival and Florence Jeanette (Foster) Fleme . .

1rg.  ‘He attended New Mexico Military Institute at Roswell, prior to his.

E appointment to the U,. S, Naval Academy, Amnapdlis, Maryland, from the State .
.- of New Mexico in 1932. . As a Midshipman he was a member of the erew (Cap- -

-tain his First Class year), ‘and participated in football, ' Graduated with

‘3.distinction,":éighth in a class of two hundred and sixty-one, and commis-

' 5loned Ensign on June 4;. 1936, ‘he subsequently advanced in rank attaining:
" that of Rear Admiral, “to date. from Octobeir 1,- 3.-_963'.-,:_'_'7_:;' I R AP S

Fclléwing —grad“.ua.itidh f:fpm the. ﬁavéilﬂéa&er@"in 1936, he.reported sboard '

. £he USS SAIT LAKE CITY,. and in June 1938 was detached with orders to the -
" -.Naval Air Station; Pensacols, Florida, for flight training. Designated -

Naval Aviator on July 21, 1939, he joined Scouting Squadron SEVENTY TWO, .

“‘attached Lo the USS WASP, the hext month. Returning to the Pensscola Air .

Station, he was an Inst¥uctor there From Jenuary 10 December 1OMI, apd. - 7

- Quring the early months of World War IT bad -duty. in the USS RORNEE, . .. .7

| The HORNET was'the. "Shangri=Ia" ‘Trom Which Brigadier Gereral Jimmy .~
Doolittle and his flyers took off for the historic raid:.on Tokyo on April - .
18, 19k2, . she subsequently particlpated in operations at Midwaysy the cap-

" ture and defense.of Guadalesmsl; reids on Puln-Faisi-Tonolai, and in the -
| Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands. Fadly damaged by fires &8 a résult of an
.. enemy bomb hit on Getober 25, 1942, during the Battle of :Santa Cruz Islands,
~ the HORNET was swik by United States destroyers o prevent her from falling .
- dnto the hands of the enemy.  Rear Adiiral {then Lieutenant) Fleming was ;
.awarded the Purple Heart Medel for wounds received in. the lattber engagement.

After e period of hospitsiization, he reported’ 1n April 1gh3 sboard :
the USS LEXINGTON, . "For exceptionally meritorious conduct as Fighter Direc- .
tor ‘of (that aircraft carrier).,.during action against enemy forces In the ...
Marshall and Gilberts Islands, from September 11 to 5 Decenber 19k3,.,.™ he: I
was swarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V." The citation contimess

"..w(He) brilliantly directed the Fighter Squadron attached %o his’ carrier- . - -

- -diring engagements with ‘the enemy -on November 23 and 2h, aseisting in the = . .

- destruction of twenty-nine hostile sircraft and to the. effective. protection - -
[ of his ship...(He) contributed materially to the development of & highly -

. specialized field of activities of vital importance to ‘the: suecessful DrOs= . .

- lecutlon of the war," - - ¢ S e e e F

| Fe 'is 8180 entitled to the Ribboh fov, and & facsimile of the Presi- . . ¢

' :'clént-ial Unit Citation awarded the: uss: IEXINGION, © .- . . |

" Detached from the TEXTNGTON in February 19bh, he becames Officer ET N

iCharge of the Fighter Direction .and Coimbat Information Schéol, Berviee ... .. .. .
Foree, U. 8, Pacific Fleet, - He' continued to serve.in that ¢apacity unbil cee

Deceber '19&5 s, and %he'next‘ month reported as -chmgfhding Officer of “he | .




i B.. Adm, A F Fleming UsN, Re;,. '

‘fU 8. Nevel Radér Training School, St. Simons, Georgls, with addftione) |
. duty from Decenber i, 1945 as Commanding Officer of the Naval Air Statq,
.- 8%, Simons.. In March 1946 he' joined the Staff of Comm&.nder n.IGHT Fleet
T (redeclgnated on dam:ar:y 1, 91L7, SECOND Task Fleet) ‘ R

o Banans. River, Florids, and for the next morith had instruction at the Nava.l
- Ady Station, Jacksonville, Florida,  From August 1947 to June 191+8 he -at-.

. “hended a course at the Artillery Sc hool  Anti-aireraft and Gulded Missiles
" ‘Branch, Fort Bliss, Texas; after which. he had duty at the Naval’ A:Lr Missile -
" Test Cen‘ter Point Mugu, California, He remained there um:il Aprll 1950, -
-.When he. assumbd command, of Alr Develolameny Squad.ron WOUR In February 1952

"~ he- jomed The USG FRANKLIN D, ROOSEYVELT as Gpera:bions Offi cer, contlnulng
“3‘.to serve in tha't; asstngnment witll August 1953. : R

. ‘. ¥ 'L.. .
L !’f"}‘

Mmg June and July 19L7 he was asalgned to the Naval Adr Statlon

Reportlng 'to 'Bhe Naval W& College, Newport Rhode Isla.nd he coma-g-_

ﬂ'pleted the course . in Naval Warfare in June 195L, and in July was assigned

‘to the Navy Department, Washmgton, D, €, Tor a tour of ctuuy as Head of 'the

o - Air-Launched Branch, Guided Missiles Division. In June &f 1956 he repor‘ted

Tor duty on the Staff of the Commander in’ Chief, Naval Forces, BEastern . . .

A"alantic and Madi‘terranean at the Headquarters in Londen, England, where A
" he ssrved as A‘tomic Flans Officer 1n the Strateglc Navy Planm_ng Dlvision

of that Staff.

= Ha was hext oz-ﬂm"ed to. “the TTSS PII‘I“’ TQLN\T“ (PV«-_E aking com_nd }

of . that’ ship .in August 1958 -in Kachsiung, Talvan, at. ‘t_;\, _‘c“_e when PINE -
.- ISLAND was the flagship of Coimander, Taiwen. Patrol Force.- In Sep‘tem'ber R
© of 1959 he left the PINE ISLAND to take over ‘command of the aireraft’ carrler;.
T UUSS SARATOGA: ( CV%~»-6G) whick was ‘than a par‘r, of t?le ur s, SDCI‘H Fleet in- o
';the Medlterraneanw-_,. : Cla ‘ M L

o In November lCtéG be returned to the. Navy Depart:ment Wasnington, Lo
.- D..C, _where he beﬁa.n dum,r as the - DlI‘eCL-GI‘, Astronautics Operations Divie O
- gion, and served in that capacity until March 1961,  He then assumed the . -
" dutbles of the Deputy Assistant for Naval Command - Systems a’ newly crea'ted' ‘
- office, 1a'ber becoming Director, Naval Comand Systems Dlva.clon, within © . 0
- . the Office of the (hief 'of Neval Operations. In' August 1962 he.reported . o U
- - as Deputy Chief Of Staff for Plans to the U, S, National Representat:we,
et Headq.laruers, AlLed Forces, Medltexranean, “‘lorlana. Malta. o

He commanded Carrler DlV:Lsion I’OUR frcm Octo'ber 1961L 'tc Jaziuary

..'5__1966 then was aasigned as Assistant Direcwr, Strategic Plans Division, )
..+ [Office of the Chief of Naval Operstions, .In December: 1966 he Became .
C D:Lrector of that dlvismrr and in Snptember 1967 assumed duuy as Ass:Lstan‘c :
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VRO A-dm' A 1_| ""llemL_g’ USN Reuu_..:-_r :

: :'..f.Depuuy C'raief of:- I\Ie.val Onera:t'T ons - (Plans and‘. I‘olicy) : "Fd excep‘bionw - o
-+ ally meritorious service,,,whlle serving in the Office of. the. Chief of '~
. Naval Operations...from’ Januvary 1966 to May 1969..." he was ewarded’ .
'the Distinguished Servicﬂ Medal ‘Iﬂie clta'tlon fur'cher Suates in par‘lz"f o

R .”By his as-i:nue gud@ent and precise direction, he was dlrecdy"_..ﬂ
- respor\sible for the formulation: of policy that will directly. influence

~ . the forece stmcture of the United States ‘Armed Forces.in the Tubure..

- -'As a principal advisor on joint matters,’ (he) has exerted gignificant
- and direct: influerice on the composz’c,lon and employment of the National: o

. Defense establ ishmen'c.- Routinely -in contact with the highest- ranking

o mem'beru of the Executive /Mlli'tary Community, ‘Rear Admiral Fleming, By .

Lo thilg outstanding. personal traits’of leadership and ‘bearing, has mancedly

’ -.";\_,cont“inu‘bed to thﬁ :Havy s J.mage a:& the hig,hest echelons... S

R ‘Ee assumed command of Flee'ts A:I_‘r, Nedi‘berra.nean and Anuquubmarme

¢ ‘Warfare Force, U S« STXTH- Fleet on June 30,1969, As Commander Fleet
S Adey Medltev'ranean, He. was resnons:LbZLe Tor the aercnautical sappor‘c. of "

- ¥ paval alrcraft in “the Mediterranean and repor"ced-,_ “bo- Comzapder in Chief,.
2ie Ul 8. Neval Forees; _Euro;pe, headqua,r‘cered in London,  As Commander An'b:l.n'
. Submarine Warfare, Force, SIXTH.Fleet,-he was responsible. for planning -

" and cenduc‘tg.ng antisubmarzne warfare exerc.Lses and opsrations through»-
out- the Medi’cerran&an. In this; Job he re;gorted to Commande_ U. S, SIXTI—I

-,".‘Fleet

R Ee fur her exved as Commanaer ;fg,rﬁume Al.s_ borccu, Medl"serranean,
‘@ North Atlantic Treaty Organization command estgbliched ‘on November
21, 1968.. A8 such, he was responsible for éoordinating aerisl surveillance -
of the Mediterranean Ses By - Ttalian, United Kirgdom and United States | .
 forces, .He &lso had’ additional. duty as U, 5. Country Representau:we _
for Italy.. In.that capacity, he" negotlated q_uestlons of - jurisdiction .
over American servicemen in regard-to Italian law. fFor. excep‘tionally
- meritorious service...from. June 1969 to April 1971.:.." He was avarded -
a Gold Star- in Jien of the: Second Distinguished Service -Medal. -On May -
-l 1971 he. was 'brans errcd to ‘bhe Re‘clred I.z.st c-'P ’che U S ikavyn' -

CTL e T adci:n:tzon oo x,he DlS ulngulshed Ser‘v:;.ce Medal pri-c;h Gold Staz', the
'.Legion of Merit with Combat "V," the Purple Heart Medal, and the Preési-
e ‘_,'dent::.al Unit Citation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Flemlng has-tThe- fAmericdn Dee
" fense Service Medali the American Campeign Medalj the Asiatic-Pacific .. . .
-, Compaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal;: l\aavy Oceupation - Serviee il
" Medal, Burope Clasp; the National Defense Service Medal with broaze ster; -
‘and the Armed Forces ExPeditionary ‘Medal. ]:Le alsa has the E@er't Riflew -

. man Medal and the: E:»;pev't Pis tolL. She‘b :Medal

' "'—Navy Office o Infoma‘tlon
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