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Walter Perry Caruthers was born in Downey, California, on June
16, 1903, son of John P, and Bessgie L. (MeMillan) Caruthers. He
was graduated from Whittier (California) High School in 1922, and
from the College of Dentistry, University of Southern Cazlifornia
in 1926, receiving the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery. For
eighteen months he practiced dentistry in Whittier and on March 7,
1928, was commissioned Lieutenant (jg) in the Dental Corps of the
U, S. Navy. Through subsequent promotions he attalned the rank of
Captain to date from Maprch 10, 1945, '

‘ -His naval service began in March 1928 when he reported to the
Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinols., He served as Assis-
tant Dental Offlcer there until August 1928, and for four months
thereafter was a Dental Student at the Naval Medlcal School, Wash-
ington, D. C., graduating in December 1928, He then had two months
temporary duty as Assistant Dental Officer at the U, S. Naval Acad-
emy, Annapolis, Maryland, and during the period February 1929 to
November 1930 served in a simllar capacity at the Navy Yard, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania., He was next ordered to the Phllippine Is-
iands, vhere for two years he served as Prosthetic Dental Officer
in the U, S, Naval Hospital at Canacao. :

f Returning to the Unlted States in November 1952, he was as-

- #lgned duty as Asgssistant Dental Officer at the Naval Air Station,

- San Diego, Californis, ond whén detached.in February 1935 he joined

the USS PCRTTAND for two years! duty afloat as Dental O0fficer of:

- that erulsa., He remailned at sea for a third year, serving during
this tize n: Frosthetie Officer of the USS RELIEF, hospital ship.t-

Frcnm Bebruars to June 1938 he waz a ztudsnt (postgraduate course in

Prosthetles) at the College of Fhysielens and Surgeons, San Fran-

¢ iyeo, Californle.

Duty from June 1938 to April 1940 as Prosthetic Officer at the
Dispensary, Navy Yard, Puget Sound. Washington, was followed by .
- hig eesighment  to the T83. MEDUSA,. "a& Dental " Officer. He
~ was aboard that Battle Force repair ship during the Japanese raid

on the Fleet at Pszarl Harbor on December 7, 1941. He was ordered
to the West Coast early in 1942, and served as Aszistant Dental
Officer at the Marine Base, San Diego, Califoernia, from April until

August of that year,

During the period August 1942 until Aprll 1944, he was Pros-
thetlc Dental Officer at the Naval Hospital, San Diego, California,
~ and for the next two years had duty as Dental Officer at Camp
. Flliott, California, first attached to the Marine Barracks, later

to the Navy's Training and Distribution Center there. In May 1946
‘he reported as Dental Officer at the Naval Station, San Dlego, and
© in April 1947 was transferred to Headquarters, Ninth Naval District,
 Great lalkes, Illinois, to serve until September 1950 as District
- "Dental Officer on the staff of the Commandant, Ninth Naval District,
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: Under orders of June 21, 1950 he served from September of that

_year until June 1953, as Dental Officer of the Mare Island Naval

" Shipyard, Mare Island Vallejo, California, He was then assighed

~as District Dental Officer, Headquarters, Eleventh Naval District,
San Diego, California. On April 8, 1954 he was ordered detached
and to duty as Commanding Officer, Naval Dental Clinie, Guam, Mari-
anas, reporting for this duty on July 12, 1954, He 1= also Force
Dental Officer on the staff of Commander Naval Forces, Marisnasg,

~and Dental Officer on the staff of Commander Naval Base, Marianag

, -Captain Caruthers has the American Defense Service Medal with
.one star; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one star; the
American Cgmpaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; and the
National Defense Service Medal.
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