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CAPTAIN MARK W, CLAY
SUPPLY CORPS, U, 5. NAVY

Mark Wellington Clay was born on January 5, 1904, in Hutchinson,
Minnesota, son of Wellington Stone and Effie {Powoll) Clay. He at-
tended Hutehinson High Sc¢hool, before his appointment to the U, 3. =
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state in 1922, As:
a Midshipman he participated in swimming. Graduated and commissicned:
Agsistant Paymaster, with the accompanying rank of Ensign, on June 3,-
1926, he subsegquently attained the rank of Captain in the Supply Coxrps
to date from August 1, 1943, o

Following graduation from thc Naval Academy in 1926, he joined
the USS OKLAHOMA, first for duty as Assistant to the Supply Officer -
under instruction and later, as Assistant to the Disbursing Officer,
with additional duty as Assistant to the Supply Officer, Detached . ;
from that battleship in July 1929, he was assigned until December 1931,
to the Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, He wes aboard the Uss &
WICKES until March 19232, vhen he transferred to the USS STURTRVANT as’
Disbursing Officer, Continuing soa service from November 1933 to e
December 1934 in the USS JACOB JONES, he subsequently reported to the™
Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia, He rcmained there until .
August 1935 and until Junc of the next wvear attended a course at tho -
Quartermaster Corps Subsistence School, Chicago, Illinois,

Completing his instruction, he became Commissary Officer at the
Naval Training Station, Newport, Rhode Island., In Decembor 1936 he
proceeded to China Station, for duty as Patrol Supply Officer, Yangtze
Patrol, aboard the USS LUZON, That river gunboat was present in Yang-
tze waters during the carly part of tho undeclarcd war, when the US3 .
PANAY was sunk by the Japancse. After the sinking, the LUZON trans-
ported the United States ombassador {(Nelson T. Johnson) to Chungking,
China, and she was later based at Hankow when the Japanese capbured
that ¢ity from the retreating Chincsec,

Detached from the LUZON in January 1939, he returned to the
United States for duty in connection with the purchase and inspection
of food for the Navy in the Bureau of Supplies and fLccounts, Kavy De-
partment, Washington, D. C. {April 1939 to Fcebruary 1940} and latcr
at the Naval Clothing Depot, New York, New York, In January 1942 he
reportocd aboard the USS MEDUSA, serving as her Supply Officer until
October of that ycar, when he was detached for duty as Supply and Ac-
counting Qfficer at the Neval Air Station, Coco Solo, Canal Zonc.

He remaincd at Coco Solo.until ¥ebruary 1944, folloved by an a
signment as Assistant to the Supply Officer and later Supply Officoer. .
on the staff’ of the Commander Air Force, U, S. Atlantic Flect., 'For
meritorious service,,..as Force Supply Off'icer, Atlantic Flcet, from:
July 1944 to September 1945,,..." hoe reccived a Lotter of Commendatio;
vith authorization to wecar the Commondation Ribbon, from the Comman
in Chief, U, S8, Atlantic Flcet, The citation further states: '
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"Captain Clay was responsible for planning and supervising & con-
prehensive program involving the control and distribution of aserpnau-
‘tical material and spare parts to units depending upon Commander ALr
Force, Atlantic Fleet for logistic support. He direebed the outfitting
of many carricrs and air groupy with acronnubical materials, supervis-
ing the inauguration of a now and highly successful system of Fleet
Control, and cffectively coordinated the supply of eritical aviation
material in the Atlantic Area, i

Transfoerrcd in April 1946 to the stalf of Commander Air Forco,
Pacific Fleet, he continucd to. scrve as Supply Officer of that Forcc
until March 1946 when_ho;reported'in,a.Similar capacity to the stalf
of Commander Service Squadron THRIE, ~In May 1948 he becamc Navy Liai-
son Officor in the Office of the Quartormaster General, Chicago,
Illinois, his proscnt assignment, - o _

In addition to the Commendatlon Ribbon Ceptain Clay has the
Second Nicaraguan Campaign Modal (USS Wickes); the China Service Medal;
the American Defense Service Medal; thoe American Campaign Mcdal; the
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Mcdal; and the World War II Victory Mcdal.

20 June 19651






