CAPTAIN ANN A, BERNATITUS
NURSE CORPS, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Amn Agnes Bernatitus was born in Exeter, Pennsylvania, on Janu-
ery 21, 1912, daughter of Alexander Bernetitus and Mrs., (Margaret
Ademits) Bernatitus, She received her education in the Exeter public
schools, graduating from high school in 1928, 1In 1931, she entered
nurses' training at the Wyoming Valley Homeopathic Hospital Training
School, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, with an affilistion at the Penne
sylvenie General Hospital, from which she gradusted in 1934k, The
following year she took a postgraduate course in operating-room technie-
que at the University of Pemmsylvania Greduate Hospital at Philadelphia,
and continued duty there as Staff Nurse from Februaery to May 1935,

She wes next Staff Nurse-Operating Room at the New Rochelle (New York)
Hosptial until July 1935, then had similar employment at the Nanticoke
(Pennsylvania) State Hospital,

Appointed Ensigﬁ_in the Navy Nurse Corps on September 25, 1936,
she progressed in gréde to that of Commander, to date from January 1,
1950. On April 1, 1959 she was transferred to the Retired List of
the U, S, Navy and was advanced to the rank of Captain on the basis
of a combat award, : V.

After receiving her eppointment in the Nurse Corps in 1936, she
reported as a Staff Nurse at the Naval Hospital, Chelseaz, Massachusetts,
and in September 1938 was transferred, in a similar capacity, to the
Naval Hospital, Annapolis, Maryland, She remained there until March
1940, after which she had duty as & Nurse in the USS CHAUMONT ( trans=
port). Assigned in July 1940 to the U, S. Naval Hospital, Canacao,
Philippine Islands, she was so serving when the news of the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawali, came, Because of the
location of the hospital it soon became necessary to evacuate the
patlents and the newly arrived wounded to Menila. During this work,
she was a member of an emergency operating team working under Army
crders,

On the morning of December 2L, this team was suddenly ordered
to Batean, where sgain they worked under the Army., There she saw the
entire herolec drama of the American=Filipino stand, In one elght<hour
day she saw two hundred and eighty five patients brought into the opera=-
ting room, waiting their turn. She treated her own countrymen and
Japanese prisoners from dawn to midnight,

In April l9h2, a few days before Bataan succumbed, she was evacu-
ated to Corregidor where she served in the hospital wards of the be-
leaguered fort until two days before the end. She and a few others
were selected for an attempt to run the Japanese blockade in the sube
marine SPEARFISH, which had sneaked into Manila Bay. After a seven=-
teen day submarine trip through enemy-infested waters, she arrived in
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Australla, and then returned to the United States, During this time
of escape,.she was listed on the Navy Department records as "missing
in action, "

When the:award of the Legion of Mefit was ereated by Act of Con-
gress in lgh?;,she was the first person in the naval service to rew~
celve this newly esteblished award, The citetion follows in parts

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct,..as & member of Surglcal
Unit #5 during the bambing of the Philippine Islands by enemy Japanese
forces for the period December 1941 through April 19k2, Constantly
in the front lines of defense in the Manila-Bataan Area, and on two
separate occ&%ions forced to evacuate to new positions after Japanese
bombs had wrecked the Surgical Unit, Nurse Bernatitus courageously
withstood the dangers and rigors of tropical combat, rendering efficient
and devoted égrvice durihg the tense deys of prolonged siege and evacua=
tion," :

Returning to the United States, she was promoted to Chief Nurse,
and in July 1942 wes assigned to the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda,
Maryland., In:August 1943. she became Chief Nurse at the Naval Dispensary,
Eighth Naval .District, headquartered in New Orleans, Louisiana, From
June to November 194l she served at the Navael Hospital, Great Lekes,
Illinois, after which she had temporary duty as Assistant Chief of
Nursing Service at the Naval Hospital, Treasure Island, San Francisco,
California, In February 1945 she Jjoined the USS RELIEF as Chief of
Nursing Service and in that capacity participated in the. Okinewa Ine
vesion, Detached from that hospital ship in November 19L5, she was
next Assistent Chief of Nursing Service at the Neval Hospital, Brooklyn,

New York.

In September 19L6 she reported for instruction in occupetional
therapy at the Philadelphia School of Occupstional Therepy at Phila=
delphia and ¢ompleting the course there in April 19L8, reported as
Chief of Qeeupational Therspy at the Navel Hospital, Houston, Texas,
She was trengferred to similar duty at the Nevel Hospitel, Long Beach,
Celifornia, in Mey 1949 end during the period April 1950 to July 1953
was Chief of Nursing Serviece at the Nevel Hospitel, Newport, Rhode Is-
lend, Following en assignment s Chief of Nursing Serviee at the Neval
Hospital, camﬁ Pendleton, California, she was transferred in October
195k in & simfler cepaeity to the Neval Hospitdl, Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania, She was so gerving when relieved of active duty pending her

retirement, effective April 1, 1959,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Nurse Bernatitus
has the American Defense Service Medal, Base Clasp; Asiatic-pacific
Campaign Medel with two stars; world war II Vietory Medalj Navy Occupe=
tion Service Medalj China Service Medslj Philippine Defense Ribbonj:
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Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Philippine Independence Ribbon,
She 1s also entitled to the Army Distinguished Unit Badge, which was
awarded all personnel who served in defense of the Philippines,
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