B i

CAFTAIN DONALD NOBLE CLAY, U,

Born in Muncy, Pennsylvania, on 30 July 1913, Captain Clay attended
high schools in Waghington, D. C., and Cambridge, Massachusetts, where his
father, an Army Officer, was stationed. He entered the Naval Academy on
appointment from Pennsylvania on 12 June 1931, and was graduated with the
Glaes of 1935, He subsoquently attended the Naval Pogtgraduate School (1942-
44} where he speclalized in Underwater Ordnance, and the Naval War College
(1953-56) uhere he served firet as a student and then as a member of the
Staff. He sttained the rank of Captain to date from 1 Janvary 1954.

His early service included sea duty in tho USS MEMPHIS and USS LITCH-
FIELD, the latter from May 1937 to July 1942, during which period he rose
from mogt junjor officer in Communications, through “Porpedo, Gunnery and
Engineering 0fficor, to Executive Officer, while that destroyer operated as
Taotical Flagship of the Submarine Force at Pearl Harbor prior to and shortly
after the outbreak of World War II. .

During the latter period of the war he participated in action in the
Southwest Pacific and Jwo Jima as Commanding Officer of the USS GAMBLE and
Commander Mine Division II; at Okinawa as Commender Mine Division II {in USS
BREESE) and as Cowmander Task Unit 52.6.5 (Mine Destruction Unit of 5 ships);
and in the Japanese Homelatd as Commanding Officer of the USS ADAMS and of
Task Group 52.2 (mine-gweepers). For meritoriocus service at Iwo Jima in Febe
ruary 1945, and in Japanese Empire waters following the cessation of hostili-
ties, while ongaged in winesweeplng operationg for the safe entry of U. S.
Occupational Forces, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a Gold Star in
lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal, respectively. - :

He remained at sea until April 1947, serving successively as Operations
Officer, Staff, Commander Task Group 52.3 on the USS MONADNCCK: Operations
Officer, Staff of Commander Mine Force, Pacific Fleet, and as Assistant Read-
iness Officer on the Staff of CINCPACFLT to serve from January 1950 to May
1952 in the Plans Divigion. During this period he served from October to -
December 1950 under Commander Task Group 95 for temporary duty in connection
with the heavy mine countermeasures effort of the United Nations forces en-
gaged in the Korean conflict. He was awarded a Lettéer of Commendation with
a Gold Star while in this duty assigmment. For =z year thereafter he was Ex-
ecutive Officer of the USS ROCHESTER; and was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of
the Third Bronze Star Msdal for meritorious achievement in Korea from 1 Decen~

ber 1952 until 16 March 1953,

After his return to the United States in August 1953, he atiended the
Naval War College, then served on the Staff of the Naval War College until
June 1956, when he assumed command of the USS WASHBURN (AKA-108). Under or-
ders of 9 April 1957, he reported, for duty ags Indugtrial Control Officer at
the Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D. C. In October 1959 he was ordered to
command of Amphibious Squadron SIX and, after a year at the National War Col-
lege, Washington, D. C., reported in June 1962 to the Office of the Chief of
Naval Optrations, Naxy Department, for duty _
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o GAPTAIN DONALY N. CLAY, U. S. NAVY

PERSONAL DATA

Born: Muncy, Pemnsylvapia, 7/30/13

"Education: Western High School, Washington, D. C.; Cambridge High and latin

' School, (ambridge, Mass.; U. S. Naval Academy (BS, 1935);

Naval Postgraduate School (1944); Navel War College (1954)
o | (BUORD award)

PROMOTIONS

Commissioned Engign, U, 6/4/35; Lieutenaut (jg), 6/4/38; lieutenant,
o 107415 Tibutenant Commander, 5/43s Commander, 3/44; and
Captain, ic date from 1/1/54 : o

DECORATIONS AND MEDALS

Bronze Star Medasl: "For meritorious service as Commanding Officer
of the USS GANBLE and ak fommander of Mine Division TWO in action against
enemy Japanese forces dwging the assault on ITwo Jima in February of 1945.
When his vessel sustaingd two bomb hits in the firerocom which resulted in
the explosion of the bollers, Commander Clay directed excellent damage cotn-
trol measures to maintain the vessel afloat until it could be towed to a
rear area, thereby contributing materially to saving the ship..." (Combat
"7 gquthorized) ' ' - . ‘

Gold Stariin 1feu of Second Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious
service as a Tagk Group Commender, and later as Chief 8faff Officer to a
Tagk Group Commasnder of the Mine Force, Fifth Fleet, engaged in minesweep-
ing operations in Japanese Bmpire waters, from September 1 to November 1,
1945...(He) dirccted the sweeping of a moored minefield at the entrance of
Kagoshime, Kyushu, Japan, and contribubed materially to the opening of omne
of the first Japanese prts for safe entry of Unifed States Occupational
Forces. Later, he rendered invaluable assistance to his commander during
the sweeping of highly dangerous moored mines in the channel of Nagoyaeso"

Gold Star in lieu of Third Bronze Star Medsl {Combat myny:  UFor merd-
torious service as Exeguriive Officer on the USS ROCHESTER during combat '
operations against eneny North Korean and Chinese Communist forces in the -
Korean Theater during from 1 December 1952 to 16 March 1953. During this
period Commander Clay plsnned and directed the execution of destructive gun
strikes against enemy inftallations and lines of communication at Kojo, Worn
san, and from Hungnam to Sonjin, Korea, and the rendering of gunfire supe
port to the United Natiors Ground forces at the battle-line near Kosong,
Kores...de digpliyed éutstanding initiative, ability, judgment and leader-
ship..." . '
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b Lavter of Commendation (Ribbon afid Combat "V®) from Compapdet Amphib-
ious Forees, Pacific: "For excellefit service in the 1ing of his profes-
sion as Commander of a Mige Investigating and Disposal Ungt from April 1
to June 15, 1945, during the assault on Kerama Retto. . By his indtiative,
untireing efforts and professiomal gkill, he kept his unjit operating with
maximun effectiveness, and thereby maintalned the waters of these islands
gafe from enemy mines..." e ‘

Lettor of Commendation (Star and Combat ™W"): ¥F¥or meritorious achieve-
ment in connection with operations against the enemy during the period 24
October to 22 November 1950. While serving as Intelligence Officer on the
Staff of Commander Task Element 95-69, which was engaged in Hine sweeping
at Chinnpo, Korea, Commender Clay proceeded to Chinnpo to interview civil-
jans and local seamen regarding enemy mining activities. With the intelli-
gence thus obtalned, safe entry was made through many enemy mines to the
port...This advance information was necessary to provide ground forces
logistic support from the sea..."

' American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clagp
Aglatie~Pacifbo-Geopaign Medal wlth three operation stars
American Campaign Medal
World War IT Visdory Medal
Navy Occupation Serviece Medal (Asia Clasp)

National Defense Service Medal
Korean Service Medal with three operatlon stars
United Nationg Service Medal

CHRONOLOGICAL TRANSCRIPT OF NAVAL SERVICE

7/45 -~ 5/37 USS MEMPHIS (Asst Nave, Engineering, Gunnery Instruc.)
5/37 « 7/42 USS LITCHFIELD (Comms, Torpe,Gunnery, Eng, Officer,
and Executive Officer)

/42 = /4% PG Sohasl; Annapolis, Maryland (Underwater Ordnancs)
T/ - 2/45 USS GAMBLE (C.0. and COMINDIV II) (Bet.duty SWPac, Invas.Iwo)
2/45 -~ 4/45 USS BREESE (COMINDIV II) (Also CTU 52,645) (Invas. Okinawa)
5/45 - 11/45 USS ADAMS (C.0. and CTG 52.2, M/S Japan){Kagashima Wan)
12/45 - 3/46 USS MONADNOCK (Ops. Officer) (CTG 52.3, M/§ Japan)
3/46 - 1/4T Staff, COMINPAC (Ops. Off.)
2/47 - 3/47 Staff, CINCPACFLT (Asst. Readiness Off.)
LIET ~ 11/49 BuOrd, Navy Department, Wash., D.C. (Chief Fuze Research:Sec)
1/50 - 5/2 Staff, CINCPACFLT (Plans Division)(Mine countermeaga, Korea)
7/52 - 7/53 USS ROCHESTER (X.0.)(Korea Support Missions)
-8/53 ~ 7/54 Naval War College (Student) .
7/54 - 5/56 Yaval Wer College (Staff){Specialized War Game Technigques, .
B huphibious Warfare, Strategic Plans, International Law)
6/56 '~ 10/57 USS VASHDURN {AKa-108) (Gn) .

10/57 - Naval Gun Factory, Washington, D, C. {Industrlal Control
Officer - Industrial Plannlng)

10/59 (orders) Commander Amphibious Squadron SIX ;
7/61 - 5/62  National War College, Washington, D. G,
6/62 - Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Dept

Navy Office of Tnfprmatlon
Biographies Braunch : e
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