NAVAL HISTORY pivision

CAPTAIN WILLIAM FAULKNER AMSDEN, U. S. NAVY,

William Faulkner Amsden was born on September 8, 1868L, in Wwashington, D.C.,
son of Lieutenant Charles H. Amsden, USH, and lirs. (Elizabeth Faulkner) Amsden.
Appointed to the U. S. Naval Acadenmy from Kansas in 1902, he was graduated in
1907. He was first assigned to the USS5 MINNESOTA, and had duty in 1908 and
1909 in the USS SEVERN, in connection with the Rifle Team, After contin-
uous sea duty in the USS MILWAUKEE, USS VICKSBURG, USS HARTFORD =nd the USS
CASTINE, he returned to the Naval Academy, and later was sent to Wakefield,
Massachusetts, for further duty with the Rifle Team.

After sea duty in 1912 as Assistant to the Senior Engineer Officer of the
USS OHIO, he was on duty in 1913 and 191l at the Naval Training Station, New-
port, Rhode Island, where he had additional duty as Inspecor-Instructor, Naval
Militia, State of Rhode Island, for Newport, East Providence and Bristol. In
1915 he was assigned to the Asiatic Station, and in 1916 assumed command of the
USS BARRY, torpedo boat operating with the Asiatic Fleet.

As a Lieutenant Commander, during Vorld Viar I in 1918, he served with
destroyers based on Queenstown, Ireland, and commanded the USS BAICH and fitted
out and commanded the USS LAUB, For distinguished service during the war period
he was awarded the Navy Cross with the following citation:

NAVY CROSS:

"For exceptionally distinguished service in the line of his
profession in command of the USS BARRY in making the trip of 11,000
miles from Manila, P. I., to Gibraltar, under very unfavorable weather
conditions, the South West Monsoon being then at its height, and ar-
riving in the Mediterranean with his vessel in readiness for immediate
participation in the operations against enemy submarines in the Medi-
terranean and later in the Atlantic, also as Commanding Officer of the
USS BALCH.U

In 1919, after reporting to tne Receiving Ship in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, he was placed in charge of the lavy Recruiting Station, Burlington,
Vermont. He later had the same assignment, as Officer in Charge, at lManchester,
New Hampshire, and in each case was designated a Special Disbursing Agent. He
had successive command of the USS TAYLOR, USS GRAHAM, and the USS BILLINGSLEY
from 1921 to 1923, after which he attended the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island. In 1924 he beceme Executive Officer of the Naval Training Station, New-
port, Rhode Island,

After commanding the USS SMITH THOMPSON, with additional duty as Commanding
Officer of Division 38, Destroyer Squadrons, Battle Fluet, he returned to the
Naval War College for further instruction, in 1928, The next year he reported
for duty in the Office of the Chief Coordinator, Washington, D. C., with addi-
tional duty as Coordinator, First Area, Boston, lMassachusetts. Duty as Execu-
1ive Officer of the USS NEW YORK preceded instruction at ths Army Wer Collegs,
washington, D. C., which was followed in 193L by duty in the Oifice of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Captain Amsden was in charge of fitting out the USS QUINCY at the Bethle-
hem Shipbuilding Corporation, Quincy, Massachusetts, in 1935, 2nd commanded
that vessel from her commissioning, in June 1936, and during the evacuation of
American Nationals from Spain during the Civil War, In 1937 he was ordered to
duty as Captain of the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and assumed command
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of Destroyer Squadron L, on June 13, 1940. He was appointed Director of Naval
Reserve, Ninth Naval District, on lirrch 5, 1941, and during his tour of duty
at Great Lakes, Illinois, was also District Personncl Officer for the Ninth
Naval District.

Early in Vorld War II, Captain Amsden had convoy duty in the South Pacific,
leaving San Francisco in March 1942 with 20,000 men under command of General
patch for the Caledonian Islands, then occupied by the Free French. Captain
John Jack London and Captain Amsden joined convoys to form the first contingent
to arrive in any islands of the South Pacific outside of Australia. On Febru-
ary 1, 193 he assumed duty as Commanding Officer of the USS HUNTER, of ficially
known as the U. §. Naval Training School (Women's Reserve), Bronx, New York,
and continued in commend of the Nation!s largest WAVE school throughout the war
period. He was Commanding Officer of the U, §. Naval Training Station, Newport,
Rhode Island, for a brief period before being relieved of active duty pending
his transfer to the Retired List of the Navy on April 1, 19L6.

In addition to the Navy Cross, Captain amsden has the Victory liedal, Des-
troyer Clasp (USS BALCH); the Second Nicaraguan Canpzign Medal (USS SMITH THOMP-
SON); the &merican Defense Service iledal; tne american Campaign Medal; and the
jiorld War II Victory Medel. also for VWorld Yar II service, he was awarded a
Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the commend2tion Ribbon, by
the Secrctary of the lavy for nexceptionally neritorivus conduct in the perform-
ance of outstanding services to the Governrent of the United States as Cormand-
ing Offi=z er of the llaval Training Sahool (vonen's Reserve), Bronx, lew York,
New York, from February 1943 to August 1945 .0
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