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1<..,ran:k Dunn Berrien was t orn on August 17, 1877, at Galesburg, Illi­
noj_s, son of Leomrd Budd Berrien <1.nd Ho..rriet May (Smith) Borr::.on. Ho 
was graduated from Clinton, Iowa, High School with the Class of 1895~ 
and entex•od the u. s. Naval Academy the next yc2r as a member of the · 
Class of 1900. As :1 Midshipman ho partic:i.patod in tho Spahish-Anwrican 
War in 1898, aboard the USS CINCINTJA.TI. Ho wo.s a 3- 1:N 11 man, winning 
his letter in football, baseball and trJ.cl{. He broke tho high hurdle -
record in 1900, and that year was .'1Wo.rded the Thompson Trophy for havtn1 
done most for the px•omotion of ill'hhletics ,':!_t tho Nava.l Academy. 

Graduated from. the Naval Ac:'ldemy in 190U, he served tho two years 
.:it so3., then x·equired by law, before being commissioned Ensign in 1902. 
By sub sequent promotions, he attained tho r .1. nlc of Rear Admiral to dD. tp 
:f'1,om Juno 3, 1922. He was transfe1,rod to tho Retired List in tho. t · 
ro.. :1k on Juno 1, 1935. 

Pollowing graduation, he served four years on the Asiatic Station 
in tho Flagships BROOKLYN and l'JEW ORLY-aNS, whore ho part:i.c ipn ted in 
·ooth the Boxer War in China o.nd in the Ph;i.l.ippine Cnmp::i.ign. Fr·om 1904 
to 1907 ho served in tho A tlo.ntic Flo et on the ba. ttleships KEI'T'I'UCICY and 
.f\E;3SOURI. Du::."'ing the cruise of the Fleet '.1round the world in J.9CJ 7 .. 1908 
ho sorved on the staff of Admiral C. M. Thomas. Ho was head coo.ch of 
tho IJavy football team 11 t Anna.polis during tho se"1sons of 1908 , l '.) 09 ,· 
-'.l.nd 1910. The 1910 season Wt1s tho only one in which a Navy t o.'.1m com"" 
plotod a season w~th its goal line uncrossed. This included a victo~y 
OVOl, We st Point. 

F'rom 1911 to 1914 he commanded. the de stroyer TRIPPE, particj_pa ting 
:]..n the Mexican Campaign of 1914. After two years in charge of tho Nava: 
Jihg3.zino n t Hingham, he was ordered to Newport, Rhode Island, whor..:-) he 
gro.duc. ted from tho Na val War College in 19r(. 

During World Wa.r I, he cornm'.3.nded tho destroyer IHCHOI,SON and later 
tho WILKES, based on Queenstown, Ireland, where he commo.nded numerous 
destroyer escorts, engaged in protectj_ng troop convoys to Pro.nee o.nd 
Englo.nd. Just before the Armistice, he commanded the Hospital Ship 
COMFORT on a trip from New York to Brost. For short periods during the 
Wo.r he soi-•ved on tho sto.ff of Admlra1 Sims in London and of Admiral 
Wilson at Brest. 

,I 

/ Rour Adr.i.iro.l Berri-on was ::::iward:od · the Distinguished Service Mcd::1l, 

t_ th c.1 to. t·ion o.s follows: "F'or exceptiomlJ .. ~~, , nePitoricrus s.crvioo in 
:: . duty of great rosponsibili ty as ConnnrJ.dtn_g OITicor of' tho USS NICHOL-

/ 30N, engaged in th-0 important, exo.c ting, :J.nd ho.zo.rdous duty of po. trol­
ling the waters infested with enemy submarines o.nd mines, in 6scorting 
and protecting vitally important convoys of troops and supplies through 
these waters, and in offensive o.nd defensive o.ction, vigorously o.nd 
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11 
•••• unremittingly prosecuted against all forms of enemy naval acitivitj 

and especially for an engagement on November 17, 1917, in association . 
with the USS FANNING, with the German subma.rine U-58, as a result of 
which the submarine was forced to come to the surface nnd suI•ronder. 11 

Immodia tely afte1~ the Armistice, he b cc'lmo Naval Port Officer at 
Bordeaux, France, until June 1919, when he retur'ned to the Uni tod Sta ~ef 
to become Chief of Staff to Admiral Wiley, Commander, Destroyer Force,,_ 
Pacific Fleet. From 1921 to 1923 he was in command of tho Submarine · 
Base, New London, Conneciti·cut, and of the subma.rin.es based ther~. Fo:r 
two years thereafter he commanded the destroyers in Eur•opea.n wate:irn. He 
returned to the United States in the summer of 1925 and was graduated 
from the "\rmy War College, Washington, D. c., in 1926. 

t 1 I.a ter in 1926 he established, and for two years commanded, tho 
Naval Unit at Yale - University. He then had a course at the Naval ~lir 
Station, Pensacola, Florida, after which he commanded the aircraft 
carrj_or LEXING'l1 0N for two years, J.928-1930. From 1930 until 1931~ ho 
served as Captain of the Yard, Navy Yard~ Washington, D. c. 

Upon his request for 3.Ctive duty during World War II, Rear 1ld.miral 
Bor1'ien was ordered, in M'J.rch 19~-2, to report to the Office of tho C:Q.ie. 
of Naval Operations, Navy Department. · On March 19, 1942 he was assign­
ed duty in the Twelfth Naval District, in connection with convoys, and 
served until July 29, 1942, when he was :J..gain rolieved ·of active duty. 

 
 

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Renr Admira.l Ber­
rien had the following Campaign Medals: Wost Indies Campaign - Spanish 
American War - 1898; China Relief Expedition - Boxer War - 1900; Philip 
pine C9-mPaign Modal ( 1900-1904); Mexican _ Campaign Medal ( 1914); and the 
World War I Victory Modal (1917-1918). He also had the Ord.or of St. 
Michael and St. George, awarded by the British Government, for his ser­
vicus in World War I; and the Greek Government mo.de him a Com.l11Bnder of 
tho Order of the Savior. 

He was a member of tho Army-Navy Club, Washington, D, c.; · the Army 
and Navy Country C"iub, Arlington, Virginia; New Yorlc Yacht Club; · u.s. 
Naval Aca.demy Alumni Association; Yale Gvadua to Club Association, and 

/ 



R •. Adm. F. D. Berrien, USN, Dec. Pago 3 

Ya.le F'acul ty Club, New Haven, Connecticut; Phi. Garmna Del t a (Yale U.); 
tho Hugenot Society of :i-ltnerica; OJ.d South Church, Boston, !fassachusetts .· 
Queenstown Association; Crui ser and ':L1ransport Association; Military 
Orders of ( 1) Dragon, ( 2) Cn. raboa and ( 3) tho World War; and tho Amer;t­
can 1.eg ion. 

5 February 1951 




