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JOHN ERANCH.

‘Secretary of the Havy, born in Halifsx, N. 8., Hov. 4,
1782; died in Enfield, N. C., January 4, 1863. After
gradustion at the university of Horth Carolina in 1801,
he studied law, became judge of the superior court, and
was a state senator from 1811 till 1817, in 1822, 2nd a-
gain in 1834. He was clected Governor of his state in
1817, and from 1823 till 1829 was U. S. Senator, resign-
ing in the latter year, when he wes appointed secretary .
of the navy by President Jackson. He held this office
ti11 1831, «hen the cabinet broke up, more on account of
social than political dissensions, as was commonly thought.
A letter from Secretary Branch on the subject is published
in Hiles"' "Register™ (vol. XLI.). Judge Branch was e-
lected to Congress as a democrat in 1831. In 1838 he was
defeated as democratic candidate for Governor of his statle,
and in 1844-5 was governor of the territory of Florida,
serving until the election of a gorernor under the state

constitution.
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