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CAPTAIN MERVYN SHARP BENNION
U, S, NAVY (DECEASED)

Mervyn Sharp Bennion was born in Vernon, Utah, on May 5, 1887,
son of Israel and Jeannette Sharp Bennion, He entered the U, S,
Naval Academy in June 1906 after attending high school in Salt lake
City, Utah. Following graduation on June 3, 1910, he served the
two years at sea, then required by law before commissioning, in the
P3S CALIFORNIA and the U3S CINCINNATI, and upca receiving his com-
mission on March 7, 1912, was assigned enginecring duty on board
the CALTFORNIA, He subscquently advanced to tne rank of Captain,
his date of rank June 2, 1938.

From April 1912 until September 1915 hc continucd duty afloat,
gerving in the USS CALIFORNIA, USS ANNAPOLIS, USS ST. LOUIS and
USS COLORADQ, He then returned to Annapolis for instruction in
Ordnance at the Naval Postgraduate School, continuing the coursc at
the Naval Proving Ground, Indlanhcad, Maryland, and the Navy Yard,
Washington, D. C. Detached from the latter on March 1, 1917, he
reported to the USS NORTH DAKOTA, in which hc scrved throughout the
fiirst year of World War I.

; Duty in conncction with fitting out the USS NEW MEXICO precced-
cd servicc on board that battleship from her commissioning, May 30,
1918, until January 4, 1919. Hc then rceported to the Burcau of
Qrdnance, Navy Departmont, Washington, D. C., wherc he remained on
duty until December 27, 1920. Hc thcen assisted in fitting out the
USS MARYIAND at the Nowport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company,
gnd servcd as her Agsistant Firc Control Officer from her commis-
sloning, July 21, 1921, until May 1923.

: He next joined the USS FLORIDA, a% Annapolis, Maryland, for
duty as Gunnery O0fficcr, and upon dctachment had brief duty at the
Naval Proving Ground, thcn located at Dahlgren, Virginia. On April
12, 1926 he reportcd on board the USS TENNESSEE, for duty as Cun-
nery Officer. Hec rcmained in that assignment until transferred

a year later to duty as Navigator of the USS MARYLAND, Then fol-
lowed a tour of duty in the Bureau of Ordnancc, after which he com-
manded the USS BERNADOU from July to October 1932, and the USS BID-
DLE from October 1932 until May 1933.

/ He served briefly as Commander Destroyecr Division ONE and as
Commander Destroyer Division NINE, and when detached from the lat-
ter command on July 22, 1933, joined the Staff of the Commander in
Chief, U. 8. Fleet, to serve for a ycar as Fleet Training Officer,
He was a student at the Naval War Collegec, Nowport, Rhode Island,
from Junc 1934 until May 1935, and for a year thercafter served on
the Staff of that institution. 1In June 1936 he joined the USS
ARIZONA, remaining Iin that assignment until transferred in June
1937 to command of the USS NITRO. Another tour of duty in the
Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Decpartment, was followcd by Captain Ben-
nion's last command.
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On Junc 21, 1941, hc was ordcred to duty as Commanding Officer
of the USS WEST VIRGINIA., He dicd alone on her bridge after being
mortally wounded on thc morning of Dccember 7, 1941, during the
Japanesc attack on the Flcet at Pecarl Harbor, his great conccrn
being not for himsclf, but for his burning ship and the safe remov-
a2l of his men. Hc was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by
the Presidont of the United Statce. The citation follows:

MEDAL OF HONOR: "For conspicuoug dcvotion to duty, extra-
ordinary courage, and complctc disrcgard of his own life, above
and beyond tho call of duty, during thc attack on the Flect 1n
Pearl Harbor, Tcrritory of Hawaii, by Japancsc forces on Decembor
7, 1941. As Commanding Officer of the USS WEST VIRGINIA, after
being mortally wounded, he evidenced apparent concern only in fight-
ing and saving.hls ship, and strongly protcested sgainst belng car-
ried from the bridgc.”

] Captain Bennioh had the Nicaraguan Campaign Medal (USS CALI-
FORNIA); the Mcxican Servicc Medal (USS ANNAPOLIS, 1914); the Vie-
tory Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp (USS NEW MEXICO). 1In addition to
the Medal of Honor, he was posthumously awarded thc Purple Heart
Medal, and was entitled to the American Defensc Service Medal, Fleet
Glasp; the Asiatic-Pacifilc Campaign Medal; and the World War IT ;
Victory Medal.

A destroyer, thc USS BENNTON (DD-662), was named to honor
Captain Bennion, His widow, who resided at 80 "D" Street, Selt
lLake City, Utah, christencd the BENNTON when that ship was launched
at the Boston, Mossachusctts, Navy Yard on July 4%, 1943. The USS
BENNION was commisesioncd on Deccmber 14, 1943, and earned the Pres-
1dential Unit Citation for heroic participation in the Okinawa Cam-
paign, on April 1, 1945, She also participated in the Marlanas
sperntion; capture »f Tinian and its oeccupation; Western Caroling
Islands operation; Leyte operation; Luzon operation; Iwo Jima oper-
ation; Okinowa operation; and THIRD Flecct operations agalnst Japan.
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