GAPTAIN CECIL CLARK, U, S, NAVY

Cecil Clark was born in-Murphy, Texas, on August b, 1917, son of
John N, and Robbie {Matthéws) Claxk. He attended the College of the
Ozarks, Clarksville, Arkensss; (George Washington University, Washingbon,
D, C,3 Arkansas State Techers College at Conway; and Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Texas, At all four schools he played Varsity Foote
ball, In clvll life he was a stabistlelan for Texas Bond Reporter,
Inc., at Dallag, Texas, where in three years he rose from office boy
to office manager and traveling statistician,

In July 1940 he begen service in the U, S, Naval Reserve, and on
December 12, 1940, after indoctrination at the U 8. Naval Reserve Midship-
men's School at Northwestern University (Abbott Hell), Chicago, 11linois,
was commigsioned Ensign, USNR, By subsequent advancement and his transfer
from the Naval Reserve to the U, 8, Navy, he attained the rank of Cap-
tain, USN, to date from July 1, 1959. :

After gradvation from Midshipmen's School in December 194D, he
reported to the USS DETROIT (CL-8), and was serving as a Watch and Divi
sion Officer in the Gunnery Department of that eruiser at Pearl Haibor
when the Japanese bombed the U, S. Fleet there on December 7, 1941, He
continued duby in the DETROIT as Main Battery Assistant Trom wohe to
April 194k, during his ship's operations in the Pacific Wab Area, in-
eluding the Aleutlans Campaign (occupation of Attu),

Upon his return to the United States, he was ordered to Newport,
Rhode Island, for duty with the Pre-commissioning Detail of the USS’
SPRINGFIELD (CL-66), and from her commissioning in September 10LL until
April 1945 served as Main Battery Assistant on board that cruiser. During
that period; the SPRINGFIELD participated in FIFTH and THIRD Fleet raids
in support of the Okinawa Gunto operation. He returned from the Pacific
to attend General Ordnance School at the Naval Gun Factory, Navy Yard,
Washington, D, ., from May to July .3_91@‘5,q then served for Tour menths as
Instruector and Head of the Department of Ordnance at the U, S, Naval
Reserve Midshipmen's School at Fort Schuyler, The Brorx;. New.York,

During the post-war period, from December 1945 until January 1947, he
wags Executive Officer of the Recruit Training Command, Naval Training
Center, San Diego, California, then for nine months was a student in
the Nevy's 5-=Term Program at the University of Texas, graduating in
Septeniber 1947, In October he Joined the USS TAUSSIG (DD=7U6) as Execu-
tive Offlcer; and remained at sea during operations in Pacific waters
until January 1950. For ten months he was a student at the CGeneral Line
School, Monterey, California; and from December 1950 until February 19p3
was an Instructor in Ordnance and Gunnery on the Staff of the General
Line Scliool,
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He next had sea dubty as Gurmery Officer of the USH MIDWAY in Atlantic
and European waters, after which, from December 1954 o Ortoher 1987 hs
had a tour of dwbty lu the Navy Department, Washington, D, €., as Asgis=
tant Head of the Logistics Planning Branch, Plamning Division of the
Burean of Ordnance. When detached he had briel temporary duty with the
Destroyer Foree, Atlantic Fleet, then commanded the USS RICH (DDE-820)
from Novewber 1657 until April 1959, During thet time the RICH participated
in Lebanon Operstions. In Jume of that year he became Operations and
Training Advisor to the U, 8, Naval Mission to Brazil; at Rio de Janeiro,
and served 1iv that capacity until July 1962, In September he assumed
command of the USS GENERAL W, A, MANN (T-AP 112), and in June 1963, was
detached for duty as Assistant Director, Foreipgn Military Assistance
Division and Head of the Policy and Coordination Branch, -in the Uffice
of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department. In Augtst 1965 he -
was assigned as Asaistant Director, Field Support Actilvity, Washingbon,

D. Gy - , ,

Captain Clark has the American Defense Service Medal, Tleet Clasps .
the Asiatlc-Pacific Campalgn Medal with three operation stars; American .
Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medsl,
Europe Clasp; and the Natlonal Dafense Service Madal,
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