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L Welter J ol Ellie ves 'born in Pltts‘burgh, Pennsylvanla, on Ocko-
ber 8, 1916, son of . Walter John Ellis (now’ deceased) and Mary (Murphy) -

"L?'llls, . He graduateéed from the- Carnegle Tnstitute of Techno}.ogy, Pltts-

"~ hurgh, Pennsylvanla, and later received a Master of ‘Seience degree From

Syracuse Unlversi“by School of Journalism, Syracuse, Kew York, . Puring

© 1939-19L40 he was Copy Chief in the Advertising Department of Mergen‘thaler
Linotype Company,. Brooklyn, New York, He. Joined the U, S. Naval Re- f

" serve in July 1042 and was comiissioned: Exsizn, USKR; on October 21,

. that year. He subsequently advanced in rark to that of Captain, o -
. 8ate from July 1, 1963, ‘having transf‘erved from 'the :Naval Rﬂserve to
the U 8. Na:vy in Febxuary 19]-1—7._ S R :

L , Ordered 0 ac.tlve du‘sy in January 19h3 he Wa.S &mnery Offlcer on o
‘ board the USS BARNES (CVE-—T\ unbil- July - of tha:%. yea.r, “when he became .

- .Asgistent Navigator coa the USS MANILA BAY.  He is entitled to the Rlb-é

bon for and & facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation awarded 't;h.at e

cort airecraft carrier. From October. 21.91-!15r +to February. 191+6 he had-duty .- - ..
as Fevigator on the USS MUNDA, after which he was assi igned to ‘shﬁ Plc"GOI’lal_"f.f‘ o
Branch, Office of _n_fom-’c:l..on, Navy Department, Washingtor, D. C. .. - - CT

o ‘ During the period December 1946 to April 1947 he was Public Informatlon,

et cer ;or Rear Admral R:Lchard S B;yra s An‘t&rctlca Expedltlon, .

n rﬁay 191+T he returnéd to tne Ofmlce of Imorms:c:r.on, ma'vy Depar-c- R

[ ment,. Washlngton, D, C. to- serve in the Press Branch. Wnile there he . -

was designated a S“oeclal Duty O“flcer/Pu"bllc Information Offlcer, From

- April 4o Deceumber 19118 he was a Roving Writer Photographer for iwo months
on the Staff of the Commsnder in Chief, U, S, Naval Forces, Eastern’

. Atlantic and Mediterramean; thén for another two months on the Staff

of the Commander SECCND Fleet; and: flnally for four months on the, Staff, '
Commnder SIXTH Fleet. In Jenuary 1945 he was assigned to the Depart-
ment of Defense Public Inférmation Office, Washington, D. C., where - ;

he served in %he Navy Press Branch until- November that year. Durmg : ‘, .
the period January 1950 o June 1.952 he was Public Inforration. Officer - .
on the Staff of the Commsnder U, S..Naval Forces, Far‘East, and in tha’c.
capacity served as Press. Advisor for the Senior Delegate +0o the Korea.n o

‘Pruge Talks. ‘He was awarded.the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V/, '
“ror meritorious service...,from June 27, 1950 to June . L, 1952. ”". The
el L,a“h:_on contmnes in par'b s . :

- “mhrougl'vout thls perlod. Lleuuex)am:. (‘ommander Ellis d:x.scharged nis
many res;oons:_bllz_ties with excep‘clonal skill and foresight under ex’m"e_me- .
1y trying conditions, ~and aided: mmeasura‘bly in meintaining sound Navy'
public relations policies.and In sustaining cordial relations with the ...
press, A capable and resourceful leader; he fraquently served as’a ,
roving. repor’cer-photographer wrth I\Iavy and Mar_ne u‘nrts bo*th ashore and
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___‘af_s_oaﬂ: in 'the combat areas and during uhe hls'torieally s:Lgnlf:Lcant '
armigtice negotiations in Korea, rendered outstanding serviece in dis-

seminating the humanitariah objectives of the command.to the various ia-

- formation media throughowt the world. . His marked- professionals ability,
- superd Judgment and zealous devotion *‘co 'the f’ulflllment of h:Ls m:.ss:.ons :
refleﬁ+ greau credit upon h:tmself“,‘ . ;~ R .T

: IZJ. August 1952 he became Publlc Tnformation Oi’f:.ce; at the U. S.

' Naval Acsdeémy, Annapol:,s Mavvland, and the Severm River Command, a:nd.

o din July 19‘5?4 returned o the Office of Information, Navy Departmen“t L
" Washington, D, CG., ‘bo head the Megawine -and Book B‘fanch until August - '

1955, Following instruction ( Command and staff Coz.rse) at the Iuaval_- N
war College, Newport; Rhode' Island, he Jjoined the Steff of Commander - - '
SZD.GJH Fleet as Pudlic Information Officer in July® 1956. Tn December.
1958 hie “epor—bno_ as Public Information Offieer at Eeadquarters Third -
- NawasX Districk, New York, New. York, where he remmined urrtll October
1961 when he ‘transferred. jn & similar capacity to the U. S. Taiwan De-~
fense Commend. From April 1963 to December 1965 he had duty in the Of-
| fice of the Office of the Assistant Secretary.of. Defense’ (Publlc Afe

- fairsy end “for exceptionally meritorious se_mrlce.,.,’-f he I‘ecelved the R

" Legion, of‘ Meri‘“, ’“’he c:.tatlon states 1n pari; o e

. gAs C‘m.e_ 5 I\Taw Press Branch Dlrec‘t;o*ate for News Sarvice, dur:l.ng

the period April 36 to Getober.l, 1963, Captein Ellis established’
closexr liaiszson beltween Che Cffice of Public Affairs and the Navy and .

) ha.rme Coros and ’=X°1‘Cised professional” skﬂ_l and sound judgment. in dig~

Cposing of criticsl and sensitive metters . involving the national interest.
.L:;tﬁ% as Deputy Director (News), Directorate for. Informetion Services, -
from October 1, 1963 to December 30, 1965, he- made a major contribution
toward Improving the lines. of commmnication from components of ‘the Uni-

fied znd Specified Commends to thé. Office of the Assistant Secretary of

. Defense . (Public Affairs),. Through his cereful plemning, farsightedness,

- and indtistive, many of the funcitions In-the Directorate for Information -

Serviees have been reallgned to provide a more ‘effective twenty~four

. hour serviece for mational news nedia, and Public Affairs officers have '
“heen placed in the Naticnal Militery Command Center,. uhus extendlng the -

Dirvectorate *s news-gathering capebilities. In steffing and coord_lnatmg

mejor news coverage of the Defense mstabllshment Captain Ellis was re-

sponsible fox progects mvolvinﬂ the Pres:.dent of: 'brle Unlted States and

other Heads of Sm‘be,, ee s : T : o

- He had mstmutlon atf’ ‘the Defense La.nguage Institu‘te P East Coas*b,
" Washington, D, C., from Jermary to- June 1966 then became DILI‘&C"GOI', Pubiic
| Affairs, Beadquartérs, U, 8. Burcpéen Commsnd, - "For exceptionally meri~

torious service...™ . in that capacity he was awarded a Gold Star. in lelu
oo 'che Second’ Leg:l.cn of Meri’t Tftle c1taulon contimzes in- part '
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‘f’ﬁ:erciéﬁgilr.resoﬁz'ce-fﬁl,1eaders_h’j',j: and professicmal competence, Cé,‘pm“ R

7 -%aih E1lis vas responsible for the. development and jmplementatlon of an
» - exceptionally’ well-coordinated and nighly responsive public affairs pro=,
. gram for the United States Europedh Commend, -In cenpectlcn Wwith the
- Fast Relocation of U..S. military forces and materiel from France, he
. developed and directed the executlon of @ public affairs plan for that
o militerily and politically ‘sensitive  operation which completely realized
.. &11 the public affairs dbjectives prescribed by “the Deparitments of De-.
. fense and State., During “the Atab-Israeli.crisis in June 1967, Captain
..t Ellis dirvected the deployment of public: sffairs resources -to meet the
. ‘several urgent znd diverse. yequirements resulting from the U. S. military’

‘pperations in that crisis /o The efficient anﬁ-.expea‘it.:ious “manner in -

hieh he directed public affairs activities on that occasion resulted

- in 2 Limely flow of [informstion %0 the American public, . In addition
“he persondlly prepared and.was instrumental in.the promuigation of .-

| policy -guidance. for the operaticns of th ‘Furcpeen Stars @nd Stripes

end -Avpied Forces Radio and Television: (AFRT) in the United States. .

S . Tz October. 1968 he became Assistant Por Public Affairs in the Of-
- Pice of egislative Affairs where he served until April 1970 when e
.+ reported: as Assistant %o the. Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Favy - -~
(public Affairs), Nevy __Depefment;”‘; B B L

" In 2aditidn to the Leglon of Merit witn Gold Ster, Bronze Ster

Medal with Combat "V, ‘and “the.Fevy Unit Commendation Ribbon,. Ceptain -
- EI1lis bas the American Cempaign Medals: Asiatic-Paeific Campaign Medal

Cwith six.stars; World War . IT Vietory Medel; Navy Cceupation Serviee Medal, |
‘Asis Ciasp; Matiomsl Defense Service Medal with brorze starj Koreén- Ser-

-~ vice Medal with four stars: United Nations Service ¥edal; Armed Forces |

Expeditiopery Medels.and the Antarctica. Serviee Medal, He also has

4he Koresn Presidental Unit Cltation Badge.'. '

‘Toternal Relptions Divi’siqn‘l.(()l'_i@@) R




