: : ) po A PR S
% - . ’ ’ ‘Zﬁi’:ﬁ"‘ ';“/’g'\'“’t'*t{ ia:-? Jj ;}é,}f—-,?fL-} e s
o ! ' #

M(fg

~hEAR AbMIRAL CHARLES PRBDERICK COE
UNITED STATES NAVY

IR Gharles Frederlck Coe was born jn Sprlngfiald,, IllanlB, on April
6, 1901, the son of Louls Johnson Coe.and Mrs. (Lydla A, Williams) Coe.
He attended high school in- Springfleld prigr to his appointment to th:

Ui 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from his native statc in 191¢

Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 8, 1923, he subsequently ab-

tailned the rank of Rear Admiral to date from October 1, 1950,

After gvddudtlon from the Naval Academy in 1923, and following
brief duty in the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department Washington,
D, C,, he reported in August of that year, aboard, the USS FLORIDA,
Ppansferred to the USS LITCHFIELD in October 1924, he served in that
degtroyor untll June 1925, when he reccived orders %o report to the
Naval Air Statlon, Pensacola, Florida, -for flight training. Dosigna-
ted Naval aviator on April 24, 1926 he had & month's service with
Alrcraft Squadrons, Battle bleut, aftbr whieh he roported in Scptember
1926 as a member of Observation Squadron ONE, attached to the uss

MARYLAND.

, Durlng May and Junc 19?7 he was a8 31gned to the Naval Alr Station,
yaval Operatlnm Base, Norfolk, Virginias, and following ritting out duty
in- the USS SARATOGA he jolned her upon her commisgioning on Noyember
L6 1927 to serve for two years in her Alr Department. Detached from
tho SARATOGA in July 1929 he served until June 1932 48 an Instructor at
the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, For two years, Junc 1932
to Jude 1934 he was assigned to Fighting Squadron SIX, aboard the USS
SARATOCA aftor vhich he reported for duty in the Engine Section of the
‘ Burgau of Aipronautics, Navy Department.

~ v, In June 1936 he joined the staff of Commander Alrcraft Basd Torece

(later redegignated Aircraft, Scouting force), as Engineer Officer, and
in January 1938 trangferred in a like capacity to the staff of Command-
or Adrcraft: Battle Force, He continued that duty. until June of that .
vear when he reported to Patrol Sguadron ELEVEN, based on the US3 LANG-
TEY., From June 1939 to October 1940 he-was assigned to the Naval Air
St&tlon, Naval Operating Bage, Norfolk, Virginia.

Following that duty he became Operations OffleT on the staff of
Commander Patrol Wing TWO, based at Pearl Harbor, Terrltory of Hawaill,
and was so serving upon‘thc outhreak of hOStllltles with Japan, Docem-
ber 7, 1941. For this duty, he received a Letter of Commendation, with
guthorization to wear the Commondation<31bbon, from the Commandcr in '
Chief, U. 8i Pacific Fleet, for "excellent SGYVico; .. ias Hoad of the
Plans Division on the staff of Commander Patrol Wing TWO from Deccuber
Ty L 1941 to July 29 1942, durlng and subsequent to the Japanesc attack

on Pearl Hprbor..,..."
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Between July and September 1942 he had duty on the staff of Com- .
mander Patrol Wings, Pacific, after which he transferred to duty as
VOperatlons 0fficer on the staff of Commander Alrcfaft Bouth Pacifie
" Force.. He wag awarded the Iegglon of Merit for "exeeptionally meri-
_torious conduct,....from September 21, 1942 to May 30, 194%. During

thig period, (he) capably directed the combat azrcvaft operations con-
ducted by - the combined Allied air forces in repeated attacks against
enemy . shore ingtallations and ghipping, and contributed: maberially to
the destpuctlon of large numbers of Japanese airecraft....." -

:

In July 1943 he reported as Chlef of Staff to the Commandcr Alr,
Solomons and for thisg gervice was. awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu
of a SBecond Loglon of Merit (Aprmy), and an Army Air Medal for this
agsignment and prior gervice. The citations follow in part:

Legion of Merlt ".,...he demonstrated superior foresight,
initiative and gnergy in hlq many duties, relieving the alr commander
of adm:nlstratlve burdens, and helping to formulate strategic plans
" ve...and was of . 1nest1mable value in the operational cemployment of aiwp

units of the United States Apmy Alr Force, Navy and Marine Corps, and

of the New Zealand Air Force,"

Alr Medal:_ "Por meritorious achievement from 18 Septemher 1942
oy

to 15 Novembor 1943 while participating in aerial flights of a hasard-
ous nature incident to his duties on the staffs of the Commander Alr

South Paclflc and Commander Air Solomon Islands."

Returning to the United States in December 1643, he was in com-
mand of the Naval Air Station, Memphis, Tennessee, 2 anit of-the Naval
Air Primarv Training Command, until April 1945, aiter which he put in-
¥9 commission the USS PUGET SOUND on June 18, 1945, and assumed com-
mand, "After preliminary trials and tests, rhe PUGET S30UND arrived at
Pearl Harbor, T. H,, and jolned the Pacific Fleet. In January 1946
he was ordered to take charge of inactivating the US3S HORNET, That
duty completed in August 1916, he reported as Chief of Staff and Aide
‘to the Chiefl of Nayal Air TPQLning, Pensacola, with additional duty

as. Deputy Chief of Naval Alr Training.

He commanded the USS LEYTE from March 1948 until Aprlj 1949 after '
which he reported as.Asgsistant Director of the Air Warfare Dividgion,
Offilce of the Cplef of Naval Operations, Navy Department, In May 1949
he became Director of that Divisgion.

He reported in April 1952 as Deputy Director, Joint AmbrLcan
Military Advisory Group, London, England, .and conflnued to serve as

guch until September 1952, when he was ordered to duty as Paris. Re-

presentative,
mand.

i

Joint B8taff, Commander in Chief, U, &. European Com-
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{ In addition to the Legion of Merit, the Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu
of ‘the Second Legion of Merit (Army), the Army Air Medal, and the Com-
mendation Ribbon, Rear 4dmiral Coe has the American Defense Service
Modal, Fleet Clasp; the Amerlcan.ﬂnmpalgn Medal; the Asilatic-FPacigfic
Campaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation

Bervice Modal, 4sia ©lasp; -and the Chira Sérvice Medal: He also has”
_thg Order of the British Empire; rank of Oommandor, awar&eé him by the

“GoVernment of Great Brltaln.
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