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Memorial Entrance Plaque I

"Determined Warrior"

At 11:18 on the moming of October 12, 2000, as LSS

COLE (DG 67) was refueling in Aden Harbor, Yemen,
suicide bombers detonated an explosive-laden boat directly
against the port side of the ship. The resulting blast killed 17
Sailors, wounded 37 others, and tore a hole forty by sixty feet
in the ship's hull. In the aftermath of the explosion, the
crew of LISS COLE fought tirelessly 1o free shipmates

trapped by the twisted wreckage and limit flooding tha
threatened to sink their ship, The crew’s prompt actions to

isolate damaged electrical systems and contain fuel oil
ruptures prevented catastrophic fires that could have
engulled the ship and cost the lives of countless men and

women. Skillful first aid and advanced medical treatment

appliced by the crew prevented additional death and eased

the suffering of many others. Drawing upon their Navy
training and discipline, the crew heracally conducted more

than 96 hours of sustained damage control in conditions of
extreme heat and stress. Deprived of sleep, food and
shelter, they vigilantly bartled 10 preserve a secure perimeter

and restore stability 1o engineering systems that were vital to
the ship's survival. As a permanent symbol of that strength
and resolve, steel from the ship's damaged hull is forged into

this plaque. By their sacrifice and bravery in the face of
daunting adversity, the crew of USS COLE personified
Honor, Courage, and Commitment.
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Memorial History

An sk on Octobeer 18, 2000, follomwngg the national memonal servioe for COUs Ballen Sailons, o simall gmoap
ol Famndly, cnew. and friends of COLE gathened in the anean whese the USS COLE Memorial now stands, and
pkariend the U85S COLE Mormoral Tioe, Plood abong sace on a plece of paper wese specil sonds of el sance
Iy thiis simpale way, the icen for s USS COLE Memortal was born,

Thee bl oo thee COLE Mevnonal bs @ direct sl of extrondinary public: genesosity, and o unkgque coopenitive
eeffont armongg dae 150 Ny, the Novy-Marre Comps Refied Sociery, ind murmenous peisvoie businesses. Tmmediinsy
alter the werrorist mtaick on COLE, privite citbaens and onganizitions sormss Americi sought o express thelr
suprpeon and sympathy foe COLE with an outposring of domnstions. The Navy-Marioe Corps Bebicd Sooiety, al
thwe mevguiest of the: Mavy, suppostec) the COLE Mesnonal by mesnagging the thoussindds of indsvichaal contrifnitons
ty the COLE Mesmonal Punc, and sdmingsering the plans and contract for the construction of o “lasting and
prroper” mernonial o the men and women of LSS COLE.

Thwe cheosbign for the svevmorial beggan as a viston of 1SS COLE crewmembers. The ship then joined fones with
My s huects aned engineers, and the Navy-Masine Coeps Relicf Society. Together they tmanshormed COLE's
whsion of honosing thisdr Eablen shiprrases and ooursigess ship into a pealiste plin. On May 14, 201, the final
design plans for the COLE Memorial, devedoped by Mr, John Blackbnam of Naval Pacilities Enginecring
Commiand, Atkanthc Divislon, were approved by the Navy-Marine Corps Relsel Society and submined o
Cormmusner, Naval Surfuoe Foroe, U1 S Atantic Flevt. Thie Navy-Murine Corps Beliel Society then selood ithe
sgerweml comitmacton, arl omchened the gririe anc brorse placues needed so bulld the memonal

Irichuscbe] within thie mmemmorial ane mone thin 17 wons of Binished or peotishod Rusbemone griniie, with the ganie
cerierpriecs alone welghing some 25,000 pounds. This granine frames five beoose placues bocated thnouoggho
the mwrmorsal. The fiest sevall prece of grinde and bonse placues o compese the memonal wens placed beside
the 1155 COLE Menorial Tee in bate May 201 by OOLE crew moemibens

Gorominad weas Frckien For the nemmorkal on July 12, 2000, by Naval Construction Pattalion, Unit 411 Sooms of
ctvilin workers, koo by M Susan fworsi of Nodoll Monumsent Company, congisued o ey the site and
ol over the nest sevenil months. In sy Ovteder, the Mavy-Marine Cons Rebief Society presenicod the
commleted memaorial o the Sevretary of e Novy as o gifit.




Memorial Symbology
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Kenneth E. Clodfelter, 21
Hull Maintenance Technician
Second Class
Mechanicsville, Va.

Lakeina M. Francis, 19
Mess Management
Specialist Seaman

Woodleaf, N.C.

James R. McDaniels, 19
Information Systems
Technician Seaman

Norfolk, Va.

Richard D. Costelow, 35
Chief Electronics Technician
(Surface Warfare)
Morrisville, Pa.

Timothy Lee Gauna, 21
Information Systems
Technician Seaman
Ennis, Texas
% X
*
k

Mark Ian Nieto, 24
Engineman Second Class
(Surface Warfare)
Fond du Lac, Wis.

This memorial
pays tribute to the
men and women
who fought
valiantly to save
USS COLE, and
honors their 17
shipmates who
made the ultimate
sacrifice in defense
of freedom...

Cherone Louis Gunn, 22
Signalman
Seaman
Virginia Beach, Va.

Ronald Scott Owens, 24
Electronic Warfare Technician
Second Class
Vero Beach, Fla.

Lakiba Nicole Palmer, 22
Seaman
San Diego, Ca.

Kevin Shawn Rux, 30
Electronic Warfare Technician
First Class
Portland, N.D.

Gary Swenchonis Jr., 26
Fireman
Rockport, Texas

Joshua L. Parlett, 19
Engineman
Fireman
Churchville, Md.

Ronchester Manangan Santiago, 22

Mess Management Specialist
Third Class
Kingsville, Texas

Andrew Triplett, 31
Lieutenant (Junior Grade)
Shuqualak, Miss.

Patrick Howard Roy,
19
Fireman
Keedysville, Md.

Timothy L. Saunders, 32
Operations Specialist
Second Class
Ringgold, Va.

Craig B. Wibberley, 19
Seaman
Williamsport, Md.
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USS COLE (DDG 67) Memorial Dedication
Schedule of Events

Presentation of Colors
cind Neational Anthem

Invocation and Silent Rememibrance for All Victims of Tervorism
Commander James Pipkin, CHC, U.S, Navy

Welcoming Remarks
Rear Admiral David Architzel, U.S, Navy

COMMANDER, NAVY REGION MIUID-ATLANTIC

Navy-Marine Corprs Relief Sociely Remarks
Rear Admiral John R. Dalrymple, U.S. Navy (Ret.)

MAMURS EXECUTIVE YICE PRESIDENT

Principal Speaker
Rear Admiral John B, Foley II1, U.S. Navy

COMMANDER, NAVAL SURFACE PORCE, U5, ATLANTIC FLEET

Final Koll Call

Wreath Laying
Rear Admiral John B, Foley 11, U.S. Navy

COMMANDER, MAVAL SUTRFACE FORCE, U.5. ATIANTIC FLEET

Commander Kevin M. Sweeney, ULS, Navy

COMMANDING OFFICER, USS COLE (DG 67)
Twenty-One Gun Salute
Taifrs

Benediction with Navy Hynin
Commander James Pipkin, CHC, U.S. Navy

A Reception For All Guests Immediately Follows the Dedication

The wreath laid at the USS COLE Memorial today is composed of 48 white roses representing the 17 fallen COLE Sailors, their surviving parents, spouses
and children. Eighteen separate white roses, a gift of Sergeant Cole's family, also placed at the Memorial today in memory of the crew and Sergeant Cole,

Wreaths of seventeen white roses will be placed by local veterans organizations at the permanent burial markers of each of those Sailors throughout the day.

In honor and remembrance of the lost crew of COLE, a wreath of red and white carnations was placed earlier today next to the statue of the

Lone Sailor at the 118, Navy Memoral in our nation's capital.

This background image of COLE is depicted in bronze relief on the entrance plaque to the memaorial.




USS COLE (DDG 67)
COAT OF ARMS
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SGT Darrell . Cole, USMC

LSS COLE (DDG 67) is the Frar wanhip npmed for Sergeant Darrell 5.
Clole, LISMO [1920-1945), Sergeant Cole was posthumously awcartlod ehie
Mledal of Honor for his conspiceous gallsnery in the compaign ar lwo Jima.

Uiy Auigrisi 25, 1941, Cole enliseed in the Marine Corps for the duration of
the Mational Emergency. Following boot comp ar Parris Island, South
Carolina, he was appointed w0 the Field Music School for craining = a Marine
Corps Field Musician (2 bugler). He was unhappy in his mle of Field
Musician, because he had joined a fighting outfic w fighe. He applied for a
change in rating, but was refused due o the shorage of buglen, He
completed insirsction and was translermed g the Fisa Marine H:rp;um'n:.
Firsi Muring Dhvision, On August 7, 1942, he teached the shores of
Crissdilcanal For the firs Amerbcan offensbve of World War 11, where be had an opporminiey o bl s s g
Wuchine Gunners in the absence of the regular gunner

Casbe compleved his frsy overseas sour of duty and rerurned mo the United Senves in February 1943 where he
joined the Firm Racathion, Twent-Thind Marines, a part of the Fourth Marine Divisson a1 Camp Lepeune,
Morth Carolinge. When the unit moved 1o California bhe apain asked four eelbel ax a Field Musician and for
permibssion ta perform line duties, Dase vo the continuing shortage of buglers, his mquest was disapproved

Dharing the first engagement of the Fowrth Division st Roi-Namur in the Kwajalein Aroll, Cole, again foraking
his bugle, went i to sction ax 4 Machine Gunner. Later, during the battle for Saipan, Cole was actually
assagned 1o a machine gun unit and was even designated as o machine gun seotion lesder. Duning the bartle his
squiadd beader was killed and Cole, although wounded, ssoumed command of the entire squad. He was awarded |
the Bronee Star Medal for = his resolute lesdership, indomitahle fighting spiric and wenacious determination
in the fice of ferribic opposition,” He was alser awairided the i"urpl.-:' Hear for wosinds recerved in acthon,

A few duys piver the battle of Sarpan, Cole again led his h{llll.‘l ashore i the invasion of the neighboring islands
ol Tinkan, Me conringed o bubld bis reputaiion & " The Fighring Field Musician.”

Adver the Marianas campaigns, he resubmitted his request for a change of fring. This time his reguest was
approved.  He was redesignated corporil “line” and was sibsequently promoted 1o sergeant in November
1944

O Febriaary 19, 1945, Serpeant Cole led his mochine gun secoon sihore in the D-Day assaoly of Iwo [ima,
Muwing forward with the initial assauls wave, a hail of fire from ewo enemy emplacements haleed his sections
advance. Sergeant Cole personally destroved them with hand grenades. His unit continued 1o sdvance unul
pinned down for @ second tme by enemy fire from three Japanese gun emplacements, COne of these
emplacements was silenced by Cole's machine guns. When his machine guna jammed, armed only with
plstol and one hand grenade, Sergeant € ale maide a one-man aivack T the gwn FEITAINIRE gun
emplacemenis, Twice be rerumned to his own lines for additicial ﬂtrhul.]:-n and continued the amack under
fierce enemy fire uniil he had succesded in destroving the enemy sttong poinis,

Upon revurning 1o his own squad, he was instanily killed by an enemy grenade, By his one-man anack and
heroic self-wicrifice, Sergeant Cole enabled his company o miove korwarnd againa the foreificarsons and arewin
thieir ultimane objecrive




USS COLE Memorial Tree Words of Remembrance”

In Loving Memory
USS COLE (DDG 67)
12 October 2000
You will forever be in our thoughts, our memaories
never forgotten, you will live onin our heants, and
may this tree remind every ship rolling by of vour
sacrilice,

The USS COLE Memorial Tree was planted by friends, family,
and shipmates at dusk on 18 October 2000 to mark the ship's
national memorial service, and is a gilt of the Hampton Roads
Council of the Navy League of the United States.
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The Navy Marine Corps Relief Society gratefully acknowledges the
following major contributors to the USS COLE Memorial Fund:
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