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P VICE ADMIRAL FRANCIS ELIOT MAYNARD WHITING

Q§ UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

S
=Q§? Francis Eliot Maynard Whiting was born in New York City, Feb-
ruary 10, 1891, and entered the United States Naval Academy from
New York in 1808, Graduated and commissioned Eneign in June, 1812,
he was promoted at regular intervalas until advanced to the rank of
Rear Admiral to date from May 16, 1942. His retirement became effec
tive on Auguet 1, 1947, when he was advanced to Vice Admiral on the
basle of combat citatlons, ‘

, His first assignment after gradwation was in ths USS DELAWARE, =
and when detached in June, 1216 he had six weeks' instruction in sub- :
narines in the USS FULTON at New London, Connecticut. In August 1915 &
he reported for duty as Alde on the staff of the Commander, Traln, -
Atlantic Fleet, U883 VESTAL, Tlagshlip. For serfvice in that duty

during the World War, he resceived a speclal letter of commendation
ag follows: MHe rendered highly meritorious service as Flag Secre-
tary on the Staff of the Commander, Train, U.S8. Atlantic Fleet,."

In March, 1912, he Joimned the USS CCLHOUN as her Executive Offi-
cer, and served until December of that year. He then joined the USS3
SATTERLEE for similar duty, and served until M¥arch 15, 1820. Affter
a year at the Navy Recruiting Buraaw, New York, he was appointed Alde
to the Commandant, Third Naval District, New York, Hs had duty in :
connectlon with the General Board, Navy Department, during the Wash--
ington Limitation of Arms Conference in 1821-1922, and following that
duty he reported to the Navy Yard, Philadslphila, where the USS PITTS-
BURGH was refitting. He Joined her when she was reocommissioned on
August 22, 1923, as flagship of the U.8. Naval Forees in European
Waters, and served as her Flrgt Liesutenant, later as har Englneer
Officer. Detached from the PITTSBURGH in September, 1924, the year
that followed he ssrved consecutlvely as Executive Officoer in the
U583 EDSALL, the USS HANNIBAL, and in command of the USS BULMER.

: In August 1925, he tranaferred to command of the USS SYLPH, the
yacht assigned for use of the Seeretary of the Wavy. In February
1926, he was given additional duty as Alde to the Assistant Secretary
of the Mavy (Honorable Theodore Douglas Robilnson), Subscquently that
duty became his major assignment, with command of the SYLPH as addi-
tional duty. His next duty was in command of the U3 GOFF, from June
1928 until January 1931, and from that time until Septembsr 1933, he
had consecutive duty at the MNeval Recruiting Station, Newark, New
dersey, and as Offieer in Charge, Naval Recruiting Station, Brooklyn,
New York,

‘He jolned the US3 AUGUSTA, flagship of the Asiatic Staticn, in
Qetober 1933, and had succeszsive duty aboard as her First Lisutenant
and Demage Control 0fficer, and Executive Officer. His next duty was
Officer in Charge, Wavy Recruiting Buresau, New York, New York, from
January 1936 until September 1938, with additional ‘duty as Recrulting
Inspector, Northesstern Recrulting Division. He was Commander, Destroy
cr Division Eight, U3S DUNLAP, from September 1338 until May 1950.

He served from June 1940 until March 1942 as Director
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" of Reeruiting, Bureau of Navigation (later Bureau of Naval Personnel)
Navy Department, Washington, D.C. Upon detachment from that duty he
was commended as follows by the Chief of the Bureau of Yards and :
Docks, in a letter sent to the Chilef of:the Bureau of Navigation re-
garding the organization of the Seabees: ". . . Upon Captain Whiting'!s
detachment, I wish to exprese my personal appreciation and that of

the Bureau of ¥Yards and Docks for the excellent cooperation which he
and his entire Division and Service hag rendered.thls Bureau in the
organization of the naval construction regiments, . . '

In March, 1842, he reported to the Bethlehem Steecl Corporation
~plant, Quincy, Massachusetts, to assist with fitting out the USS
MASSACHUSETTS, He commanded her from her commissioning, May 12, 1942
until December of that year. For hls services during the assault on
and occupation of French Morocco from November 8-11, 1942, he was
awarded a Letter of Commendation by the Commander in Chief, Atlantic
Fleet, and authorized to wear the Commendation Ribbon.

Relieved of command of the MASSACHUSETTS on December 11, 1942,
he assumed duty on December 23d, as Commander, Southeast Pacific Force,
When relieved of that duty in October, 1243, he reported for duty as
- Commander, Alaskan Sector, under the Commandant, Thirteenth Naval
District, Seattle, Washington. He was the first Commandant of the
Seventoenth Naval District, which includes Alaska and the Aleutian
-Islands, with headguarters at Adak, established April 15, 1944, when
that district was separated from the Thirteenth Naval District. The
award 'of tho Leglion of ¥erlt was authorized by Commander, North Paci.
fic Force, and was accompanied by the following citationt

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of

- outstanding service from October, 1943 to August, 1944, as Deputy

Commander, North Pacific Force; Commander of a Task Force, and Com-—
mandant, Seventeenth Naval District. He not only gave valuable
direct asgistance to the Commander, North Pacific Force, but he also .
organized the Seventeenth Naval District and commanded the forces for
escort and supply 1in the Alaskan Sea Frontier with such outstanding
leadership that his work was a conspicuocus contributlon to.the 'success
of our operations against the enemy in the North Pacifice . . "

In August, 1944, he assumed command of Crulser Division FOURTEEN
Pacific Flest, and served in that command until May 3, 1945, He was
awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a third Legion of Merit with combat
distinguishing device "V", the Bronze Star Medal, and a Gold Star in
lieu of a second Bronze Star Medal, each with Combat "V", by Admiral
William F, Halsey, dJr., USN, Commander Third Fleet. The citations in
part follow:

Gold Star in lieu of Third Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally
meritorious conduct . . Jas Commander Crulser Divieion FOURTEEZN, in
action agalnst enemy Japanese forces in the Western Pacific Ocean
Areas, ofrom August 1944, to February, 1945, . . the shipeg of his
dlvision operated with a Fast Carrier Task Group to provide support
for air strikes againet the Philippine Islands and again during the
invasion of Luzon, thereby contributing materially to the sucdegs of
these operationg."








