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COMMANDER ROBERT G, CHARLES
UNITED STATES NAVY

Robert Gene Charles was born in Columbus, Ohlo, on December 30,
1918, son of Frederick Grover and Ann (Daviss Charles. He attended
Ohio State Unlverelty at Columbus, before enlisting on Septeuber b,
1940 in the U, 5. Naval Reserve, On March 17, 1941 he wasg appolnted
Midshipman, USNR, and on June 12, of that year was conmigaioned B~
gign, Advancing progressively in rank, he attained that of Lieutenant
Commander to date from October 3, 1945, and on Mayeh 25, 1947 was
transTerred to the U. 5. Navy, He was promoted to Commander, to date
from January 1, 1952,

After recelving hisg commigaion in June 1941 he was assigned brief-
ly to Patrol Wing SIX, and in July wae ordered to the Saction Bare,
3an Fpancilsco, Callfornia. He renained there following the Tnited
States entry into World War Ii, until Januaty 1942, when ho joined
the USS BAGLE 22. Detnched from that vesgel in Septembex 194%, he
then hod trainlng at the aubmarine Chaser Tralnlng Center, Miami, .
Florida, In Novembor 1943 he reported aboard the USS BDGAR G, CHASE
and during the period January to Mareh 1Q44 served succeesgively atb
the Submarine Chager Training Genter, Miami, Flopida, and the Naval
Training Statlion, Norfolk, Virginla. ‘

Ordered to the Brown Shipbuilding Corpaoration, Houston, Texas, he
asgisted in the filtting out of the USS STRAUS, and joined that des-
tpoyer escort as Executlve Of ficer upon her commissioning, iApril 6,
1944, Following her trials and shakedown, the SPRAUS proceeded to
the Pacifiic arei, where she participated in the capture and occupation
of Saipan, agsaults on the Phillippine Iglands, the agsault and occupa-
tion of Okinawa Guoto, and the FIFTH and THIRD Tleets! ralds 1in gup-
port of the Okinawa Gunto operatione. Detached from tho STRAUS 1n
September 1945, he commanded the US3 OLIVER MITCHELL from December of
that year untll February 1046, when he peported aboard the US3 HOLT
as Commanding Oificer. Relieved of command of the HOLT in July 1946,
e transferred in o similar capacity to the UsSs SILVERSTEIN . )

Between January and July 1947 he was agsigned to Sub Group TWO,
San Diego Groug, Pneiflc Reserve Fleet, after which he attonded the
Naval School, Yenoral Line, Naewpaort, Rhode Islond. Completing his
instruction in May 1948, he reported the next month a8 Executive Of-
ficer of the USH WHETSTONE, Detached from that vessel in Qetober
1948, he then joined Sub Group THREE, San Diego Group, Pacific Reserve
7leet. He had duty ot the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Byremerton,
Washington, f{rom January ta March 1949, after which he served as BEx -
ccutive Officer of the USS GUNSTON HALL., During the porisd fron July
1950 to March 1951, thir ehir wne a unlt A5f iaelfic Fleot, Amphibious
Fareo, cnpasod in Korcan operatlons, including the Landinss at Inchon
in September 1950, In April 1951 he vwas desipgnated Head of the Gargd
Operations Branch, Cnrgo Opsrations Dvislon, Milétary So¢n Irangpor-
tation Servise, Warhington,.D. C.
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1arles hag the American Defense Service Medal; the
Amervican Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the
World War II Victory Medal; the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia
Clasp; the Korvean Service Medal: and the United Nations Scrvice Medal,
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