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Tourismisoneof the mgjor sourcesof income of
country. Theword tour isderivedfromtheLatin
word 'Torous, meaning atool for describing a
circleonturner'swheel. Though theword dates
back to the 13th century, tourism became popular
only in 1800 as people beganto trave fromone
placeto another for recreation and sghtseeing.
The prime motive of tourism is pleasure and
leisure, however, there can be other socid motives
also. Travel and tourism has been animportant
social activity of human beings from time
immemorial. Tourism is a tool to create
employment for both the skilled and un- skilled
people. Different government and non-
government organizationsneed to beinvolvedin
the process of developing sustainable tourism.
Today, tourismisthe world's largest industry.
Sustainable tourism is synonym to that of
ecotourism. Eco-tourismmeans management of
tourismand conservation of natureinaway 0 as
to maintain the fine balance between the
requirementsof tourismand ecology on onehand
and the needs of thelocal communitiesfor jobs,
new skills, income-generating employment and a
better statusfor women onthe other hand.

The term "ecotourism"' was originally
defined as"traveling to relatively undisturbed of
uncontaminated areaswith the specific objective
of studying, admiring and enjoying the scenery,
itswild plantsand animals, aswell asany existing
cultural manifestations found in these areas.”
"Ecotourismisresponsbletraved to natura areas
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that conservesthe environment and sustainsthe
well being of local people." According to
internationa union for the conservation of nature
ecotourismis "environmentally responsible to
travels and visitation to relatively undisturbed
natural areas in order to enjoy and appreciate
nature; that promotes conservation, has now
vistor impact; and providesfor bendficidly active
sodid-economicinvolvement of locd populations.
"The ecotourismincludesthe biosphere reserves,
mangroves, cora reefs, deserts, mountainsand
forests, floraand fauna, seas, lakes, riversand
caves. Orissahasenormous potertiality for growth
and development of ecotourism. The Chilika
lagoonisnot only one of themegabiodiversty of
Orissabut dso one of the hotspotsof India. Orissa
formsapart of theglobal biodiversity hotspot with
varieties of flora, fauna, rare and endangered
speciesthat provide strong base for promoting
ecotourismindugtry.

Queenof naturd beauty, Chilika, thelargest
brackish water lakein Asia covering an area of
over 1100 Sg.K.M. is a great attraction for
tourigtsfor fishing, bird watching and boating. In
winter Chilikaflutterswith thousandsof indigenous
and migratory birds of many varietiesfrom far
and near even from the distant Siberia. The
fabulous beauty of Chilika which has inspired
many poetsand philosophersto singitsgloryis
quite evident inthe poemswritten by Radhanath
Roy and Pandit Godavarish Mishra. It wasone
of theoutletsof maritimetradethrough whichthe
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tradersof Orissaused to sail for south-east-Asan
countries like Java, Sumatra and Bali. The
amogphereisjust sereneand undisturbed amidst
theblue expanse of thewater on onesideand an
evergreenrangeof hillsontheother. Dotted with
ahogt of idandswith romantic names, acruisein
Chilikawill be alife-long memory. But now-a-
daysthelagoonisfacing anumber of problems
sung assdutation, shifting of ChilikaMouth, loss
of salinity, extensveweed growth and depletion
of fishery resources, increased aquaculture
activities, changesin species composition, and
many more. Thereisatalethat isoftentold to
explanthehbirth of Chilika. The4th century pirate
king Raktabahu was believed to havetraveled
acrosstheseasin an armadato plunder therich
and holy townof Puri. Thecitizensof Puri deserted
thetownin anticipation of theattack. Raktabahu
was enraged that the approach had proved futile
and therefore directed hisfury towardsthe sea
that had betrayed him. The seapartedto let the
army marchin before the wavesturned innand
smothered theentirelot initstides. The Chilika
lagoonisthelargest brackishwater lagoonin India
and islocated between thelatitudes 190.28' and
190.54'N and longitude 850.51'and 850.38'E.
It stretches over Ganjam, Khurda and Puri
district. The water-spread area of the lagoon
variesbetween 790 sg.kmat itslowest water level
and about 1050 sg.km at thehighest water level,
including 42 sg.km. total area of channels
connecting thelagoonwith Bay of Bengdl.

Themajor attraction of Chilikalagoon for
thetouristsisitsnatura beauty withthe pleasure
of boating, bird watching and cavorting dolphins
whiletherdigiousKdlijai and themouth-watering
delicious dishes are incidental attraction. The
important tourist spots of the Chilikalagoonare
Barkul, Rambha, Satapada, Naabana, Somolo,
honey moon, breakfast and birds islands.
Rambha, Barkul and Satapada have been chosen
asthetourigt sitefor the study. Oneof themain
attraction of Chilikalagoonisthesghting of the
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Irrawaddy dolphin, once abundant but now an
endangered species. The lagoon has immense
potential for development of ecotourism. It
witnesses the largest congregation of aguatic
birds, particularly during winter. Flocks of
migratory water fowl arrive herefromasfar as
the Caspian Sea, Balkal Lake and remote parts
of Russia, Magnolia, Lakah and Himalayas.

Chilikahasalot of potentid for thegrowth
and development of tourismin Orissa. Tourist
centers such as Konark, Chandravaga, Puri,
Brahmagiri and Satapadafal inoneline. Chilika:
thisnatural beauty oot can attract alarge number
of visitors both from outside and inside the
country. To someextent Satapada catersto the
need of tourists, yet more things are to be
accomplished. Environmentally responsible
tourismisanew concept of theworld over. More
stressisbeing given to maketourism eco-friendly
with an orientation in perception and an
acceptance of thebasic tenets of conservation.
Tourismtoday representsaround 6% of theworld
tradeandamog 13% of thetota globa consumer
gpending. It isafast growing sector and is the
third largest generator of foreign exchangeinIndia
Chilikaprovidesanexcdlent opportunity for eco-
tourism and the participatory eco-tourism can
generate adequate alternate employment
opportunitiesfor thelocal community and create
desired awarenessamongst the stake- holdersas
well asthevisitorsfor theconservation and wise
useof itsnaturd resources. Mgor concentrations
of birds are seen from November to mid-
February when large numbers of migratory birds
come fro far off places of the globe. Nalabana
and itsneighborhood are the major eye catching
bird concentration areaharboring lakhsof birds.
Chilika Lakeisfamous for thevast numbers of
migratory waterfowl thet flock-thereevery winter,
and the lake is reputed to support the largest
concentration of migratory waterfowl inlndia. The
migratory birdsduring winter attract thetourists
and "Bird watchers'. It iswell understood that
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the congregation of large numbers of water bird
species at Nalabana for feeding, resting and
roosting, is dueto various reasons such asthe
abundance of food, accessihility to food resources
dueto theshallownessand drawdown, availahility
of exposed mudflatsand shorelinesfor roosting
inanareawell protected from 9.59 lakh resdent
and migratory birdsvisited Chilikalake during
2004-2005. Theirrawaddy or snub fin dolphin
(Bhuasuni magor) issomewhat elusive species,
found invariouslargerivers, baysand estuaries
insouth and south-east Asia. Thesedolphinsin
Chilika Lake are likely to be affected by the
variousrecent changesin Chilika Lakeand their
long-term survival appears threatened. Most
abundantly, dolphinsare spotted along the outer
channel up to the Satapada.

Chilika, isthelargest brackishwater lagoon
in the Indian subcontinent, presents unique
ecologicd features, thelagoon embodies marine,
brackish, freshwater environmentsand it isthe
home of fish, prawn and crab which enrich the
fishery resources of the lagoon. Fisherieshave
been the natural resource of the Chilikalagoon.
A total of 225 fish and prawn species have been
recorded from Chilikalagoon, of these, 28 species
are marine, 38 are freshwater and 159 are
brackishwater. Fish speciesthat are commonly
caught by fishermaninthelagooncomprissmainly
11 groups of fishes which are commercially
important and contribute to the quantity of
landings. Theseconggsof brackishwater prawvn,
mullets, clupeids, perches, threadfins, catfishes,
fishesbelonging to beloniformes, sciaenid, cichlids,
tricanthus and miscellaneous ones including
freshwater fishes, freshwater prawnsand brackish
water and marinefish species. The commercial
fishes of the lagoon contribute to morethan 54%
of thetota annual average landings. All endemic
fishes breed in the lagoon during April to
September. Mullets, seabass, threadfinsand pen
acid prawnsmigrate fromthelagoonto the sea
for breeding and their progeny migratefromsea
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to the lagoon, providing a mgjor means of
requirement to fishery.

Chilika, A wonder creation of the nature,
isavast and picturesgque lagoonin the heart of
coastal Orissa. It displays lavish scenic beauty
and isfamousfor which biodiversty including the
migratory birds that discover in this unique
wetland ecosysema"Home away from home".
Therich biodiversity of the lake and itstourist
importance have enabled the state of Orissato
earnalot of foreign exchangefor socio-economic
development of the people. Wetlands areamong
themost productiveecosygemsintheworld. The
functionsof wetlandsinclude flood control, aguifer
recharge, nutrient absorption, sediment retertion
and erosioncontrol. Therefore, itishightimeto
work hand in hand with other stakeholders
working intheareafor over al conservation of
thelagoon.

It issaid that any visit to Orissaremains
inconclusive without a visit to Chilika Lake.
Chilikaprovidesan opportunity to visit natureand
natura beautiesthroughitsvast coverageof wavy
bluishwater, vegetationrich smal mountainsand
idandsinit and the clean bluish sky with floating
clouds hanging over it. Thus, avisitor can visit
and enjoy the beauties of threeimportant spheres
like, water, land and the skies if he/ she visits
Chilika. That iswhy Chilika hasattracted many
poets, philosophers, natureloversand eventhe
generd public and tourigsfromtimeimmemorid.
Chilikais such aplacethat, one can feel nature
and natural processinasmpleand enjoyableway.
Redlly, what we call mystery of nature, isgreatly
seen and felt in Chilika. These definitely givea
pictureof itstourism importance asgovernment
of Orissa and government of India have
recognized it as a place of importance in eco-
tourism.

Dr. Janmejaya Choudhury isaL ecturein History in Sri
Jagannath College, Kai padar, Khurda.
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