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Libertarian Revolution - Hoppe's Proposal (Summary in English)
Tatsuya Iwakura

I show the outline of Hoppe's book 'What Must Be Done' with this thesis, and add the explanation.

Social Cooperation and Protection of Private Property

First, Hoppe explains the reason why social cooperation exists in our society. Because people can
recognize that production under the division of labor is more productive than the isolation of self-
sufficiency, they cooperate. It is clear that it is wrong though Thomas Hobbes says that the nation is
necessary for taking well-set the person who disturbs cooperation, if we see international cooperation
is possible without any single World-State.

It is necessary to protect the private property so that it is not violated and deprived. The individual has
the right of self-defence, and it is also possible that the person voluntarily requests protection from the
third party. However, the guardian voluntarily chosen by the people monopolizes the protection service
and becomes the king (state). He becomes a hostile invader and the cracker of the property that should

be protected.

Monarchy vs. Democracy

There is a limit in exploitation from the people by the nation. Because the territory and the territory
people are monarch's "Private property", he tries to give a lot of profits from there. Therefore, he is
likely to exploit a little today to exploit many tomorrow.

However, the limit disappears by having shifted from monarchism to a democratic system. Politicians
chosen by the election use the property following the self-interest in the term of office, and they try to
maximize their profit. The person's rule of majoritation and the protection of the private property are

incompatible.

Top-Down Reform

In a democratic system, the monarch doesn't exist. Therefore, nobody decides the monopoly of
protection to be abandoned. Moreover, there are neither a local potentate nor an aristocrat as a natural
elite, and no one bears the monopoly of the protection that the monarch abandoned. Therefore, the

reform top-down reform is impossible under a democratic system.

A Bottom-Up Revolution
What must be done is a bottom-up revolution. First of all, a reform begins with very small local places.

It is necessary to limit the right to impose local taxes, especially the property levy tax by the vote and

10/11



the right to restrict to the property owner. As a result, the revenue of local taxes decreases, and the
local government that is critical will distribute the public property to a local property owner. And, this
local village and town become the territories freely liberated.

If a lot of domestic provinces liberalize, it becomes difficult to compel the central government's will to
the people, and finally the government abandon the monopoly of protection. The protection of private

property extends to the hand of the authority and each person that appear again in the region.

At the End

The feature at this book is to show the route from a democratic system to the society of anarchic
capitalism in addition to monarchism more excellent than democratic systems. Hoppe intends
anarcho-capitalism to the last, and is not telling to return to monarchism. I think that it is not possible
to return to monarchism even in Japan that is constitutional monarchy.

Whether or not the protector of the property that arises again monopolizes the protection service
depends on the people's reactions. A lot of people's ideas should freely face it without depending on the
state education. I think that the activity such as 'Ludwing von Mises Institute' is for instance very

important for that.

11/11



