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Generally speaking, strangers can obtain the Belgian nationality in three ways: assignation, declaration or choice and naturalisation.
The procedures are described in the Belgian Code of Nationality.

The assignation can be obtained automatically by strangers who are born in Belgium and of whom the parent or adoptive parent has
already been residing for a long period of time in Belgium (strangers of the third generation).

Judicially speaking, the nationality can be obtained(acquisition) when the stranger starts the procedure (declaration or choice and
naturalisation).

A stranger who has been residing in Belgium for a long period of time and who can prove that he or she has built up a real connection
with Belgium, can make a declaration of nationality or a declaration of choice of nationality. Especially strangers of the second
generation make use of this procedure. The declarations are in most cases treated by a public servant of the Register Office, and in
most cases by the Court of First Instance.

Strangers can also obtain the Belgian nationality by naturalisation. Only the Belgian House of Representatives is competent for the
granting of naturalisations (stipulated by article 74 of the Constitution).

A new naturalisation procedure (introduced by the law of 13 April 1995) came into force on 1 January 1996. This procedure is mainly
aimed at facilitating naturalisation and avoiding any excessive delays in processing files. The desired duration of the procedure should not
exceed one year. This period used to be two or three years or even more.
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Who may submit an application to become
a naturalised Belgian?

The conditions to be fulfilled to be able to be a natural-
ised Belgian read as follows:

— Must be aged at least 18

tained proper links with Belgium.

authorities (municipality administration).

are checked by the department.

House of Representatives -

normal course.

also be requested from other authorities.

naturalisations committee of the House of Representa-
tives. This committee may approve or reject the appli-
cation or decide to postpone the naturalisation for se-
rious reasons. In such cases new advice is requested
from the prosecutor before the final decision.

» The proposal of the committee must be approved by
the plenary assembly of the House of Representatives
o _ _ (see example).
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