
CAMPBELLTOWN’S ENVIRONMENT
4 . 1 . 2  R E G I S T E R E D  I T E M S  A N D  P L A C E S  O F  
C U LT U R A L  A N D  N AT U R A L  H E R I TA G E  VA LU E

REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE
The Register  of  the Nat iona l  Estate i s  Austra l ia ’s  

l i s t  of  cu l tura l  and natura l  her i tage p laces  and i s  

mainta ined by the Austra l ian Her i tage Commiss ion.  

The l i s t  i s  nat iona l  and inc ludes h istor ic  p laces ,  

natura l  areas  and p laces  of  importance to 

ind igenous people.   There are approximate ly  

12,000 p laces  on the Register  inc luding Abor ig ina l ,  

h is tor ic  and natura l  i tems.   In  the Campbel l town 

LGA there are 68 i tems l i s ted on the Register  

(Table.4.1) .

THE HERITAGE COUNCIL OF NSW
The Her i tage Counci l  o f  NSW mainta ins  a  reg ister  

of  her i tage i tems across  the State v ia  the State 

Her i tage Inventory.  Some i tems l i s ted on the 

inventory are cons idered to be of  State s ign i f icance 

and are i tems on the State Her i tage Register  

(prev ious ly  known as  State Her i tage Orders)  with 

appropr iate curt i lages .  The NSW Heri tage Off ice 

compi les  the State Her i tage Register  and i t  can be 

accessed v ia  the Internet .  The inventory inc ludes 

loca l  her i tage i tems as  wel l  as  i tems of  State 

s ign i f icance.  In  Campbel l town LGA there are 22 

i tems on the State Her i tage Register.

Table 4.1 Heritage items registered in the 

Campbel ltown LGA

*  Va lue reported as  “more than 30”

** I tems owned by Campbel l town City  Counci l  on the reg ister 

The Nat iona l  Trust  mainta ins  a  reg ister  of  i tems 

c lass i f ied as  hav ing nat iona l  s ign i f icance.  Current ly  

there are 88 i tems c lass i f ied by the Nat iona l  Trust  

in  the Campbel l town LGA.

CAMPBELLTOWN HERITAGE REGISTER
In  1994,  Counci l  completed a  Her i tage Study of  

the Bui l t  Env ironment.  The Study ’s  purpose was 

to update prev ious studies  and i t  recommended a  

tota l  of  96 i tems for  inc lus ion on the Campbel l town 

Her i tage Register.  This  Reg ister  inc ludes i tems of  

nat iona l ,  s tate and loca l  s ign i f icance.  S ince 1994,  

Counci l  has  adopted a  number of  addit iona l  loca l  

her i tage i tems inc luding Ing leburn Weir,  Ing leburn 

4.1  OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE
4 . 1 . 1  O V E R V I E W
Campbel l town City,  as  i t  i s  now known,  was 

inhabi ted by Abor ig ina l  people who spoke the 

Dharawal  language.   Their  terr i tory covered an 

area from Botany Bay south to the Shoalhaven 

River/Nowra and in land to Camden.   The natura l  

resources of  the area provided the Dharawal  

people with the ir  food and shel ter.   Knowledge 

of  European arr iva l  to the area would have been 

to ld by the Gwiyaga l  people who l ived a long the 

southern shores of  Botany Bay and v ia  trade with 

other Abor ig ina l  people.   Escaped catt le  f rom the 

colonia l  sett lement were seen by the Dharawal  

people who documented these an imals  in  a  cave 

drawing.   F irst  s ight ings  of  white people would 

have occurred when they came looking for  the 

catt le .

Campbel l town is  one of  the f i rst  areas  of  Austra l ia  

estab l i shed by Europeans.  In  1810 Governor 

Macquar ie  recommended the area for  sett lement 

and named the d istr ict  Airds .   However,  i t  was not  

unt i l  1820 that  Governor Macquar ie  founded the 

town of  Campbel l -Town.   The town was env isaged 

as  the capi ta l  of  the greater  d istr icts ,  a  centre 

for  re l ig ion and overnight  stop for  trave l lers  

journeying by coach.

Large land grants  ( to free sett lers)  and smal l  land 

grants  ( to emancipated convicts)  were a l located 

in  Campbel l town.   These land grants  were 

consol idated into hold ings  up unt i l  the 1820s and 

many have g iven the ir  names to the suburbs of  

Campbel l town.   Campbel l town has  been a  locat ion 

for  many act iv i t ies  that  have lead to the growth 

and development of  the country.   These inc lude:

 agr icu l ture and pastora l i sm

 explorers  and important  people

 educat ion and research

 water  supply  and conservat ion

 communicat ion

Campbel l town was a  re lat ive ly  smal l  town 

provid ing reg iona l  serv ices  and fac i l i t ies  with in  

a  rura l  community  up unt i l  the 1960s.  In  1968,  

Campbel l town was proc la imed a  City  as  part  of  a  

growth sector to he lp cater  for  Sydney ’s  growing 

populat ion and a  structure p lan was prepared in  

1973 to gu ide the growth of  Campbel l town.   Rapid 

urban growth has  character ised Campbel l town 

s ince p lanned urban development began.  

Important ly,  Campbel l town is  an urban area with in  

a  rura l  backdrop with many her i tage i tems g iv ing 

the area an ident i ty  and sense of  p lace.  The natura l  

env ironment a lso contr ibutes  to the unique 

attr ibutes  of  the area.

4.

REGISTER
YEAR

2000                      2002

National Estate 30* 68

Heritage Council of 
NSW

16 22

National Trust 53 88

Campbelltown 
Heritage Register

16** 22**
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Horse Trough,  Ing leburn Army Camp and the four 

dams on Leumeah Creek.  Counci l  owns 22 i tems 

ident i f ied on the Her i tage Register.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL LANDSCAPES 
The Macarthur Her i tage Study examined 

Abor ig ina l  her i tage,  European her i tage and 

cu l tura l  landscapes.  In  th is  broad-based study,  

533 Abor ig ina l  s i tes  were ident i f ied in  Macarthur.  

Further s i tes  were ident i f ied in  studies  conducted 

as  part  of  the Second Sydney Airport  EIS  (PPK 

1997) .  The documents  ind icated that  further 

deta i led research was required to update 

in format ion about  cu l tura l  landscapes,  areas  of  

natura l  s ign i f icance and Abor ig ina l  importance.

4.1.3 KEY MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND COUNCIL’S RESPONSE
“Conservat ion”  means a l l  the processes  of  looking 

a f ter  a  p lace so as  to reta in  i ts  cu l tura l  s ign i f icance 

(Art ic le  1 .4 -  Icomos Charter  for  the Conservat ion 

of  Cultura l  S ign i f icance -  the Burra Charter) .”

Issues a f fect ing her i tage i tems (or  p laces  of  

s ign i f icance)  in  Campbel l town inc lude:

   1 .  Urban consol idat ion and subdiv is ion

   2 .  Planning pol ic ies on the urban fr inge and the

       cost and demand for residentia l  land

   3 .  The identi f icat ion of compatible uses for    

       her i tage i tems

   4.  Security,  maintenance and vandal ism including

       maintenance and a l locat ion of  resources for

       Counci l -owned her i tage i tems

   5 .  Deal ing with development ad jacent  to 

       her i tage i tems -  sympathet ic  and appropr iate

       curt i lages

   6 .  Costs associated with conserving heritage items

   7 .  Ef fect ive and appropr iate management of  

       her i tage i tems.

CONSERVING ABORIGINAL HERITAGE
Counci l  has  completed an Abor ig ina l  Her i tage 

Study for  the Campbel l town area.  This  s tudy was 

commiss ioned in  response to growing concerns 

about  the absence of  a  document to gu ide 

ind igenous cu l tura l  her i tage impact  assessment 

dur ing the development and assessment process ,  

and the lack of  in format ion ava i lab le  to gu ide 

conservat ion/management ef forts .

The study was undertaken in  consul tat ion with 

loca l  Abor ig ina l  communit ies  through Counci l ’ s  

Abor ig ina l  Her i tage Study Steer ing Committee and 

Abor ig ina l  Advisory Sub Committee.   The study 

wi l l  ensure the needs and concerns of  the loca l  

Key Issue H1:  A need to update in format ion 

about  cu l tura l  landscapes,  areas  of  natura l  

s ign i f icance and Abor ig ina l  importance
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communit ies  are taken into cons iderat ion when 

ident i fy ing areas  of  Abor ig ina l  importance and 

when developing conservat ion strateg ies .

The study was completed in  November 2002.   Upon 

adopt ion,  i t  wi l l  enable Counci l ,  in  consul tat ion 

with loca l  Abor ig ina l  Communit ies ,  to put  in  p lace 

better  p lanning and management mechanisms for  

Abor ig ina l  her i tage protect ion in  Campbel l town.

Dur ing preparat ion of  the study,  members of  the 

Steer ing Committee ident i f ied the need for  an 

ora l  h is tory of  Abor ig ina l  cu l ture to be captured 

as  a  h igh pr ior i ty.   Subject  to agreement from the 

Abor ig ina l  communit ies ,  a  s trategy to dea l  with 

th is  i ssue wi l l  be developed by Counci l  with the 

loca l  Abor ig ina l  Community  in  2003.

Key Issue H2:  As  a  matter  of  h igh pr ior i ty,  

the need to capture an ora l  h is tory of  

Abor ig ina l  cu l ture.

Key Issue H3: Aborig ina l  Her i tage i ssues 

need to be cons idered more extens ive ly  in  the 

development assessment process



CAMPBELLTOWN HERITAGE PROTECTION SUB-COMMITTEE
Counci l  has ,  s ince 1996,  cont inued to make 

dec is ions on her i tage matters  in  Campbel l town 

with the adv ice of  Counci l ’ s  Her i tage Protect ion 

Sub-Committee.  The Sub-Committee meets  b i -

monthly  and provides comment and adv ice on 

bui ld ing/development appl icat ions and proposed 

works by Counci l .  The Sub-Committee a lso 

organised the annual  Her i tage Forum and Her i tage 

Week act iv i t ies .

Her i tage Week 2002 act iv i t ies  inc luded the annual  

her i tage bus tour,  an exhib i t ion at  R ichmond Vi l la ,  

an open day at  Ing leburn Army Camp Histor ic  

Prec inct  and a  Her i tage Forum. Dr Robert  Close 

received the 2002 Her i tage Medal l ion.

HERITAGE FUND 
Counci l  has  establ i shed a  Her i tage Fund to provide 

ass is tance to owners  of  her i tage i tems in  res ident ia l  

areas  which are not  be ing used for  commercia l  

purposes,  where Counci l  approva l  i s  required for  

bui ld ing works.  The fund a l lows for  concess ion in  

the cost  of  a  Development Appl icat ion and Counci l  

contr ibut ion towards the cost  of  prepar ing a  

Conservat ion Management P lan.

HURLEY PARK RESERVOIR AND CATTLE TANKS
The h istor ic  water  supply  reservoir,  s i l t  traps  and 

catt le  tank are located in  Hur ley Park,  of f  A l lman 

Street  at  Campbel l town.   The structures  have 

suf fered deter iorat ion from vandal i sm and the 

natura l  e lements .   Counci l  i s  apply ing for  a  grant  

from the NSW Heri tage Off ice for  conservat ion 

and repa ir  works to the i tems,  and to update the 

Conservat ion Management P lan.

NATURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION WORKS - HISTORIC 
INGLEBURN RESERVE TRACK
Ing leburn Weir,  which was constructed in  1939,  

i s  located on the Georges R iver  and i s  l i s ted as  a  

loca l  her i tage i tem.  Dur ing 2001 and 2002 track 

restorat ion works were undertaken to improve 

publ ic  sa fety  and to reduce the impact  of  so i l  

eros ion on the Georges R iver.   A team of  loca l  

vo lunteers  used sandstone rather than t imber to 

construct  the necessary steps in  order to mainta in  

the track’s  her i tage and aesthet ic  va lue.   The 

track i tse l f  descends into the gorge of  the River  

through sha le  -  sandstone trans i t ion forest  to a  

p icturesque swimming hole that  i s  very popular  

dur ing the summer months.

Key Issue H4: Options for  management and 

conservat ion of  Hur ley Park Reservoir

and Catt le  Tanks need to be examined.
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NATURAL HERITAGE ADVISOR
In  recognit ion of  i t s  need to improve loca l  

knowledge regarding areas  of  natura l  s ign i f icance,  

Counci l  engaged a  Natura l  Her i tage Advisor  on 

a  part  t ime bas is  us ing funds obta ined from the 

NSW Heri tage Off ice.   This  has  enabled Counci l  

to  develop a  more thorough understanding 

of  s ign i f icant  natura l  areas  and how they can 

be su i tab ly  managed when incorporated into 

appropr iate P lans  of  Management.   Cons iderat ion 

has  a lso been g iven to ways in  which areas  of  

cu l tura l  and natura l  s ign i f icance can be l inked 

us ing parks ,  pedestr ian cyc le  and walkways and 

community  meet ing p laces .

BUILT HERITAGE RESTORATION WORKS
Counci l  commits  s ign i f icant  resources to the 

maintenance and upkeep of  i t s  bu i l t  her i tage 

i tems.   Dur ing the 2001/02 f inanc ia l  year  major  

restorat ion works were cont inued at  Glena lvon 

h istor ic  homstead,  whi le  Dredges Cottage 

received minor renovat ions,  maintenance works 

and an extens ion of  out  bui ld ings .   Some minor 

maintenance works were a lso conducted at  the 

Ing leburn School  of  Arts .

SIGNIFICANT TREE REGISTER
Counci l  has  mainta ined a  reg ister  of  s ign i f icant  

trees  in  the LGA s ince 1982 and at  present  there 

are 51 i tems reg istered.   The reg ister  i s  regular ly  

rev iewed and nominat ions for  the inc lus ion 

of  su i tab le  trees are encouraged at  any t ime.  

Nominat ions for  the inc lus ion of  a  tree into the 

reg ister  need to be accompanied by a  statement 

as  to why the tree i s  s ign i f icant .  A tree may be 

inc luded in  the reg ister  i f  Counci l  cons iders  the 

tree to be s ign i f icant  due to i ts  h is tor ic ,  cu l tura l ,  

soc ia l ,  aesthet ic ,  and endemic or  habi tat  va lue.

TWENTIETH CENTURY HERITAGE
Counci l  i s  current ly  invest igat ing a  number of  

s i tes  for  inc lus ion as  her i tage i tems under the 

Campbel l town Loca l  Env ironmenta l  P lan (LEP)  

2002.   Many of  these s i tes  and i tems re late to the 

h istory of  Campbel l town in  more recent  t imes.   

A number of  pre-war,  inter-war and post-war 

bui ld ings  and s i tes  have been ident i f ied as  be ing 

of  potent ia l  her i tage s ign i f icance.   The Ing leburn 

Mi l i tary  Histor ic  Prec inct  wi l l  prov ide a  tang ib le  

l ink with the s ign i f icant  mi l i tary  presence in  the 

Ing leburn area between the outbreak of  World 

War I I  and the late  1990s.   The protect ion of  the 

natura l ,  aesthet ic ,  ecolog ica l  and cu l tura l  her i tage 

of  Campbel l town wi l l  be an important  i ssue in  

Counci l ’ s  future p lanning strateg ies  and wi l l  have 

a  s ign i f icant  impact  on the consol idated LEP,  which 

wi l l  be prepared in  2003.

IMPACTS OF VANDALISM AND/OR INAPPROPRIATE 
DEVELOPMENT ON CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES
At present  Counci l  does not  have any spec i f ic  

reg ister  to record the impacts  of  vandal i sm or 

inappropr iate development on her i tage i tems,  

however ind iv idua l  cases  may be recorded i f  

they are reported to Counci l .   A reg ister  wi l l  

be developed dur ing the next  report ing per iod 

in  conjunct ion with the cont inued provis ion of  

appropr iate development adv ice to he lp ensure 

the preservat ion of  ident i f ied s i tes .   

4 . 1 . 4  C O N C LU S I O N
Counci l ’s commitment to cultural  heritage 

protection has resulted in a higher level of scrutiny 

of development proposals that could potential ly 

affect items or places of cultural  s ignif icance, and 

the introduction of more stringent controls under 

the Campbelltown LEP 2002.  The aim now is to 

design parks, pedestrian cycle and walkways and 

community meeting places in a way that l inks our 

heritage items and places, and enables greater 

opportunit ies for the community to enjoy them. 

There is also a need to capture an oral history 

from Aboriginal  elders as well  as those of European 

origin so that this information can be used as a basis 

for understanding the past as well  as to plan the 

future. 

Key Issue H5: Areas of  natura l  and cu l tura l  

s ign i f icance need to be l inked.

Key Issue H6: There i s  no centra l  record 

of  inc idents  of  vandal i sm and inappropr iate 

development re lat ing to her i tage i tems.

7



4.1.5 KEY HERITAGE MANAGEMENT ISSUES IN RELATION TO COUNCIL’S CORPORATE OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

There are three corporate object ives  and seven strateg ies  re levant  to her i tage management (Table 4.2)

Table 4.  2 Corporate objectives,  strategies and key issues relevant to heritage management 

RELEVANT CORPORATE OBJECTIVE
 IN MANAGEMENT PLAN

RELEVANT CORPORATE STRATEGY
 IN MANAGEMENT PLAN

K E Y  I S S U E  
2 0 0 3

S TAT U S *

RELEVANT 
OPERATIONAL 
MANAGEMENT 

DOCUMENT

1.2 To ensure equitable access for all 
members of the community to 
facilities and services.

1.2.4 Develop further the cooperative 
process between Council and 
the Aboriginal community in 
Campbelltown.

H3 IP Social Plan

1.5 To encourage and promote the 
development of quality cultural 
and educational services and 
activities.

1.5.1 Provide and make accessible 
quality resources, services 
and programs that meet the 
information, educational, and 
cultural needs of the community.

NA** Ongoing Social Plan

1.5.2 Encourage initiatives that 
develop the educational 
and vocational skills of the 
community.

NA** Ongoing Social Plan

1.5.4 Facilitate the development and 
funding of cultural facilities and 
activities.

H4 �
Cultural Heritage 

Strategy

3.2 To identify and protect all 
natural, physical and cultural 
heritage sites in the City ensuring 
they are maintained for future 
generations.

3.2.1 Identify physical, natural and 
cultural items of significant 
heritage value.

H1

H2

IP

IP

Cultural Heritage 
Strategy

Campbelltown LEP 
2002

3.2.2 Encourage the development of 
conservation programs that 
preserve, protect and enhance 
the City’s natural and built 
environment.

H5

H6

IP

IP

Cultural Heritage 
Strategy

Campbelltown LEP 
2002

3.2.3 Develop and implement education 
and awareness programs for 
schools and the community.

NA** IP
Cultural Heritage 

Strategy

     *    IP  = In progress ,

  � = Complete

         2003-4 = Target  date for  complet ion

** NA = Corporate object ive/strategy current ly  addressed in  Counci l ’ s  Operat iona l  Management 

    P lans/Strateg ies
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