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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN

ON “SCIENTIFIC WHALING"

Despite its obligation to comply with a global moratorium on commercial
whaling, Japan has killed thousands of whales over the past decade, claiming an
exemption for “scientific whaling” under international law. e, the undersigned
scientists, believe Japan’s whale research program fails to meet minimum standards
for credible science. In particular:

We are concerned that Japan's whaling program is not designed to answer
scientific questions relevant to the management of whales; that Japan has refused
to make the information it collects available for independent review; and that its
research program lacks a testable hypothesis or other performance indicators
consistent with accepted scientific standards.

Most of the data being gathered by Japan’s “scientific whaling” are obtainable by
non-lethal means; it is possible, for example, to determine species, gender,
population size, migration patterns, stock fidelity, and other key biological
information without harming whales. Yet Japan’'s whale research program kills hun-
dreds of whales each year in the absence of a compelling scientific need.

The commercial nature of Japan's whaling program conflicts with its

scientific independence. Japan sells meat from the whales it kills on
commercial markets and assigns “scientific whaling” quotas to individual
whaling villages. These commercial ties create a profit incentive to kill whales even
when no scientific need exists, raising troubling questions about the motives
behind Japan's program.

Japan has announced it will soon begin killing sei whales, an internationally
listed endangered species, ostensibly to determine the whales’ diet. Yet Japan
has already analyzed the stomach contents of nearly 20,000
sei whales it killed during the past fifty years. There is no reasonable likelihood that
killing additional sei whales now will add to what is already known about their diet.

By continuing to fund and carry out this program, Japan opens itself to
serious charges that it is using the pretense of scientific research to evade its
commitments to the world community. As scientists, we believe this
compromises objective decision-making and undermines public confidence in the
role of science to guide policy. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Japanese
government to suspend its “scientific whaling” program.
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Chemistry, University of Pennsylvania; Nobel Prize
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Georgian Academy of Ecological Sciences.

Elliott Norse, President, Marine Conservation
Biology Institute; Pew Fellow; Evergreen Award;
Committee on Human Dimensions of Global

Change, National Research Council; founding mem-

ber, Society for Conservation Biology.

Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara, President,
Istituto Centrale per la Ricerca Scientifica e
Tecnologica Applicata al Mare; former Pres.,
European Cetacean Society; Tridente d'Oro Prize.

Gordon Orions, Professor Emeritus of Zoology,
University of Washington; Eminent Ecologists
Award, Ecological Society of America; Guggenheim
Fellow; Chairman, Board of Environmental Studies
and Toxicology, National Research Council (USA).

Roger Payne, Founder/President, Ocean Alliance;
MacArthur Fellow; Lyndhurst Prize Fellow; UNEP

Global 500 Laureate; Knighted by the Netherlands:

Order of the Golden Ark.

Carl Safina, Lecturer, Yale University School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies; Vice President
for Marine Conservation, National Audubon Society;
MacArthur Fellow; Board of Governors, Society for
Conservation Biology.

David Suzuki, Professor Emeritus, University of
British Columbia; Fellow; Royal Society of Canada;
Sanford Fleming Medal, Royal Canadian

Institute; Medal of Honour, Canadian Medical
Association; UNEP Global 500 Roll of Honour;
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John Terborgh, Director, Duke University Center
for Tropical Conservation; MacArthur Fellow;
Guggenheim Fellow; Pew Fellow; Member, National
Academy of Sciences; Daniel Giraud Elliott Medal,
National Academy of Sciences.

Edward O. Wilson, University Research Professor,
Harvard University; Pulitzer Prize (twice); National
Medal of Science (USA); Tyler Environmental Prize;
Prix du Institut de la Vie, Paris; Crafoord Prize, Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences; International Prize for

Biology (Japan).

George Woodwell, Director, Woods Hole Research
Center; Founder, Ecosystems Center, Marine
Biological Laboratory; Heinz Award in the
Environment; Member, National Academy of Science;
Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

&%{ WORLD WILDLIFE FUND 1250 24TH STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, DC 20037 847-853-1384




&he New York Times
May 20, 2002

il 2B S FEEEN S 0N

R N — B T S AR S s bbb BT, HARERED FT (R

&

LB EETHTE L O D EREIE O L Tl e, B, FECEEL

PRI E e S 2T S s L TR A e LTl
LA gd, EobH RordediesnTTy,

BRI o s R o 3 OF R ITNT LR EER CE AL L D ITREGn TTe L
EEMLTEDET. BERMRRE O NEE L R i T LI e iE.
50T O R O e ST O R — T B G LT L ) A T R o O T AR

MRV ET .

e AEOCEERETCL TGN EF—FrDEEAER S TRHES R EETRS RN
MET, B, W 9, SO, [E@Ry—>, REIFOSE - o
DERZEWENTWRE S VOEROTS I ETCHLNHERET. Ll HEDN
S Rl g A R R A LT b Ml ST T b 2 S S )

L TAvdeT,

o FEOEERTNSFOERATERR. SeEmETE SNt A, BEERERL S P
FOMERRAETIEREL., NI s T SRR Tt niR L T E
V. CchGoOMENERIRERSERAE LW IR ERTHMREEROW L, B
o T DR T T S & S M A R F T ET

it & 25 5 O i T S Gk L ] 8 DB i T e bR L S B A T

B FSOMEEIrem S ERELELT

Ll Wz SHESE IZ SRR

INOOAHE < O WS VS eRL, WoREmEaRLTHEY., P24 YSe2R
ToETEERGNTHST 22 FITORMITHETIMEE RAL VIS RAS

1 1 E 1 v

ZengHm B e L, ST LTS LT H AR L L D i o T
OSSR TOUSE I REEENEA s =ML T, RildREFELT.

ChidifEEEREERIE D § L, BRI S0FP O I 2= D 0 8 = i 5 50
EERAEY. LkfoT, BEERATHEERIZ-EO"NERRTTEE T L S

L ET,

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN
ON “SCIENTIFIC WHALING"

Despite its obligation to comply with a global moratorium on commercial
whaling, Japan has killed thousands of whales over the past decade, claiming an
exemption for “scientific whaling” under international law. e, the undersigned
scientists, believe Japan’s whale research program fails to meet minimum standards
for credible science. In particular:

We are concerned that Japan's whaling program is not designed to answer
scientific questions relevant to the management of whales; that Japan has refused
to make the information it collects available for independent review; and that its
research program lacks a testable hypothesis or other performance indicators
consistent with accepted scientific standards.

Most of the data being gathered by Japan’s “scientific whaling” are obtainable by
non-lethal means; it is possible, for example, to determine species, gender,
population size, migration patterns, stock fidelity, and other key biological
information without harming whales. Yet Japan's whale research program kills
hundreds of whales each year in the absence of a compelling scientific need.

The commercial nature of Japan's whaling program conflicts with its

scientific independence. Japan sells meat from the whales it kills on
commercial markets and assigns “scientific whaling” quotas to individual
whaling villages. These commercial ties create a profit incentive to kill whales even
when no scientific need exists, raising troubling questions about the motives
behind Japan's program.

Japan has announced it will soon begin killing sei whales, an internationally
listed endangered species, ostensibly to determine the whales’ diet. Yet Japan
has already analyzed the stomach contents of nearly 20,000
sei whales it killed during the past fifty years. There is no reasonable likelihood that
killing additional sei whales now will add to what is already known about their diet.

By continuing to fund and carry out this program, Japan opens itself to
serious charges that it is using the pretense of scientific research to evade its
commitments to the world community. As scientists, we believe this compromis-
es objective decision-making and undermines public confidence in the role of
science to guide policy. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Japanese
government to suspend its “scientific whaling” program.
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