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Ready for occupation: The new office biock at Basingstoke
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Editorial

This issue appears at the turn of the year
and at a turnini point in the history of the
company. Like the god Janus who presided
over the entrance of the year, it can there—
fore hardly avoid having a rather two-faced
character, one face locking forward to the
future and the other back to the past.

The forward-looking face sees the major
nove to Basingstole on 5 January, whern the
headgquarters of the firm moves cut of London
for the first time sirce Alexander Macmillan
migrated to London from Carbridge more than
a hundred years ago. It also szees a whole
new list of crime and adventure fiction
being launched by George Hardinge more or
less fronm scratch, a new ccmpany being set
up in Hong Kong and important new changes in
Sindapore and Malaysia.

The backward-locking face sees s hundred
years of Kature, one of the nmost long-lived
and probably the mest influential of
jeurnals in the whole history of publishing,
and almost as many years cf our oldest
active author and probably the londest
standing, Sir Charles Tennysen. It casts an
eye thirty-one years back at a distant but
not forgotiten Annual Dinner and forward to
gpaculate on the future of these yearly
get—togethers., It also looks back threough
the pages of Lovat Dicksen's life of
H.G.Wells to the days of the novelist's
relations with this firm, ard, through the
irreverent eyes of a distjnguished ex—
employee, to the strange story of the Great
Macmillan Strixe.

Once again we thank all our contribulors
and appeal to those who have only to send
in their news in corder to be contributors
to our next issue.

Staff News

Cn 5 January 1970 the whole of the Home and
Overzeas Bechools Departments (Sections 1, B,
5 and 4} and their supporting services in
Production, Promotion and Sales move to
Ba51ngstoxe. 4lso moving at the same time
are the Company Secretary and staff, Indian
Liaison and the Copy-Preparaticn and Proof—
Reading staff of the Academic Department.
With this move Basingstoke becomes the
headquarters of the Company ard of the
Group, and its registered offices are
transferred there.

Further details of the move and of the
changes in staff in connection with it will
be given in ocur next issue. The following
are the main staff changez since our last
isgue:

Mr Kevin Crossley-Hollarnd has beer elected
to the Gregory Fellowship in Poetry at the
University of Leeds. He iz continuing to aet
ags Poetry Bditor for Macmillan but is giving
up his other editorial duties for the
company.

Mr N.Benney has temporarily moved to London
from Bagingstoke to take over the post of
Paper Buyer from Mr Ray Thorne who has left
after i4 years with the company to take up
an appointment with Faber.

Mr Iar Robertson {academic sales manager),
Mr David Martin (academic sales representa—
tive! and Mrs Rachel Douglas {academie
eroduction contreller! have left the company
to set up a new firm, Martin Rebertseon,
deseribed on page 16.

Mr Chrlstopher Helm has taken over
Mr Rebertson's duties, and Mr Adriarn Soar
has been appoirnted Zxport Sales Manager.

Mr Ficholas Scarfe (academic sales repre—
sentative) left the company at Baster to set
up his own bookshop, described on pade 16.

Mr G.Weedon, Mr J.Wilde and Mr W.Bach have
been appointed as sales representatives.

Mr Tem Blackall has left the Scientific and
Technical Department, Mrs 5.Dosseter +the
Continental Department, Miss Ann Forsyth the
Overseas Bchools Departnment and Miss Betty
Collard the Production Department.

Mr William Bloom has been appointed
Agsistant Publiecity Manager.

Mr David Fothergill khas been appointed
bzgistant Sales Manager and Mrs Fensome has
also been appointed to the Sales Departgent.

Me N.Pringle has beer appointed as History
Fditor and Mies T.Pritchard as Geography
Bditor in the Cverseas Schools Department.

¥r Owen Wells has been appointed Special
Projects Editor and Mr J.Jackson FPrimary
Schocl BEditor.

Mr D.Chambers Lasg been appointed Production
Controller for the Secientifie and Technical
Department.

Mr Henry Fay, who Jecined the company in 1920,
retired in Decenber.



Waiting for his guests: Vic lvens looks out of his window at the new offices.

New Offices at Basingstoke

As we go to press the new block at Basingstoke
stands ready — or almost ready -- for
oceupation. In a few rooms the all-too—
familiar sound of electric bizg—saws ripping
through aluminium channel can be heard as the
last partitions are put up. The white dnst of
broken plasterboard stiil lies grittily
underfoot on the plastic tiles. The reading
room is empty of reading matter, and not yet
the haven of peace that it is soon to become.
The bricklayers are finishirg off the orna-
mental fish pond which will stand cutside
the main entrance, below the great plate-
glass entrance lobby where Mrs Pryce will
preside as receptionist. Fainters are putting
sealer on the panelling in the visitors'
dining-room, electricians fitting the last
of the overhead strip-lights, plumbers
checking the drains, On the roof the window-
cleaners' cradle is already hanging from its
davits which can travel the length and
breadth on its own little railway. The
building stands on its own legs over an
arcade, and the warm colour of the wood trim
on the outside is more agreeable than the
neutral grey bricks of Little Essex Street.
The rooms within will be familiar enocugh to
those from the London office, the fittings,
the proportions, the dimenszions being much
the same — but better:! better central
heating, slightly larger rooms and more of
them, pleasanter fittings. Une side of the
building looks out over the trading estate
towards the centre of the town - at the
moment still more of a crater in which
bulldozers heave and grunt than the living
heart of a city that it is planned to become.
From the other side of the building the eye
does not need to look far to see open fields
and a green tree—lined horizon.

The computer being installed in its dust-proof room at Basingstoke.

Minerva

Tlhe guarterly journal Minervae will in future
be published for the International Asscciation
for Cultural Freedem by Macmillan (Journals)
itd. From the beginning its editor has been
Professor Edward Shils of the University of
Chicago and King's College, Cambridge.

Since it was started seven years ago it has
established a high reputation in its field,
which is the examination of higher education
and science policy. Articles in Minerva cover
problems in this country and abroad, the
reports and documents section presents
official peliey, and the journal includes
correspondence and book reviews,



A Hundred Years of ‘Nature’

The first issue of Nature appeared on

U November 1869. The centenary was celebrated
by a dinner at the Royal Society on

30 October at which Mr FHarold Macmillan was
host and a conference at the Royal
Institution followed by a cockiail party at
the British Museum (Natural History). Mrs
Maddox contributed to the celebrations by
presenting the Editor of Nature with a son,
Bruno, on 15 November. We offer our
congratulations to all those concerned in
all of these activities.

On 1 November 1865 the centenary issue
appeared in a handsome gold cover reproducing
the cover of the first issue, and with a
voluminous supplement on the journal's
history from which the following extracts
are taken.

For the best part of the past hundred years,
Fature has held the position, in Europe and
elsewhere, of 'the leading international
weekly scientific periodical' and the 'main
vehicle for the prompt publication of recent
advances in science'. For years, it was
unquestionably the single most comprehensive
scientific journal in the world. Since the
beginning it has had an international
audience. But to the development of British
science it has had a special and uniquely
instructive relationship. It has not only
mirrored faithfully the progress of science
and the growth of scientific institutions -
it has also, to a subtle degree, shaped the
standards by which science is known in
Britain and throughout the English—speaking
world. Tts fundamental anti-philistinism,
literary integrity and editorial candour
have presented to a world watchful of
British methods and values an image of
science in its broadest cultural usage.

Nature was not Macmillan'’s first venture
into periodical publishing:

The idea of science and the attraction of
frequent publication appealed to the young
house of Macmillan. Alexander and Daniel
Maemillan had moved to Cambridge about 1845,
where they soon flourished.

Alexander Macmillan had considered
beginning a journal, more a 'magazine' than
a newspaper, selling at a popular price of
1s.6d. which could be built up 'into an
enormous sale'.

In November 1859, just two months before
the rival Cornhill Review, Macmillan's
Magozine was issued —the first shilling
monthly in England. Science, literature and
the arts would be unified under one banmner.

Macmillan'’s Magazine was quickly enveloped
in waves of controversy. The publication of
Darwin's Origin of Species alone threw
Macmillan into the rading question of man in
nature. From the first, Macmillan's Magazine
opened its pages to the Darwinians. In
December 1859, Macmillan's second number
published Huxley's Time and Life and asked
others to explicate Darwinism for his
readers. Macmillan could scarcely avoid
becoming a neutral 'middle ground' between
his scientifiec, literary and theological
friends. Macmillan's after all published
Gladstone. Macmillan described a Thursday in
July 1860 when Huxley came in and 'Darwin
and conundrums and general jollity [were/
pleasantly intertwined’.

David Masson was apbointed editor, much to
the disappoiniment of 4lexander's friend
John Malcolm Ludlow, who had 'long wished to
edit a jowrnal that would carry his ouwn
message of social reform'. Ludlow therefore
brought out his own weekly review, The
Reader, in which the 'Young Guard' of
science were all represented, but failed fo
make a success of it. When he resigned in
1863, it continued under various editors
until it collapsed in 1867. One of its
contributors was an ex-clerk in the War
Office with an abiding interest in astronomy,
Forman Lockyer.

Some time during 1866, Lockyer, having
essentially quit the Reader, met Alexander
Maemillan. In early 1869, Lockyer approached
Macmillan with a proposal to publish a
general scientific journal. In the three
years of their friendship, Macmillan had



greatly broadened the basze of his “irm. In
i1B€68, he had begun the Journal of 4dnatomy
and ﬁhysiology. Ir. 1868, o meet growlng
demands for a general medical journal for
G.P.2, ke had begun the Proctitioner. 4
gteady stream of works in medicine and
surgery was egtablished and new scientific
books were beginning to appear —rvartly in an
attempt to fight the transatlantic practice
of pirating Erg.ish editions. Morecver, in
1869, Macmillan began his publishing house
ir America.

The year 1862 was auspliciocus for Lockyer.
In August 1868 he bad observed the solar
proninerces and had discovered helium
spectroscopically. In Pebruary 1869 he gave
a lecture ir a meries at Iniversity College,
London, led by Huxley and Rusking in April
he was elected to the Royal Society. In May
ke gave a Friday evening lecture at the
Eocyal Institution and had become a young
‘“ion in scientific cireles. Lockyer, aded
33, had reachked a crest in his new career.

The year was alsv auspicicus for a mew
journal. The only real conpetitor,
Scientific Opinion, was losing money and
would not last lorng independent of 2
publisking hkouse. Having made the decisicn
ip prireiple, Macwillar decided t¢ act
swiftly. The deadline for the first issue of
Lis new Journal was set for October 18869,

By June, the name of the new journal was
decided. Where the decision took place or
whe made it is not eclear. The word Nature
appeared often emougn in Leckyer's own
writings. It was in common usage and thus,
ir the Reader, he referred almecst
instinctively to the "opern book of Nature'.
But the use of the word as a title was
irspired.

As J.J.3ylvester wrote:

What a glorious title, Nature, a
veritable stroke of denius to have hit
upon. It is more thar a Cesros, more than
vniverse. It includes the =esen as well as
vhe unseern, the possible as well as the
actual, Nature and Nature's God, wind and
matter. I am lost in admiraticon of the
effalgent blaze of the ideasz it calls
ferth.

On November 3, Macmillan innocently
netrayed to sames MaclLehose the thrill of
first night anticipaticons:

¥ature 13 1o be published in London at

.30 .., .. We start with 1C pages of
advertisement .. .., T think we will lock
nice.

The journal did, in fact, ook nice as i%
appeared on November 4, 1869, Beneath the
conservative dress it shared with the
Athengeum and the dcademy, 1t conveyed a
dynanic view of science in humar affairs.
The stated objects of ¥Fofwure were

First, to place before the general
zublic the results of Scientific Work and
Seijentific Digcovery and to urde the
claims of science to a more general
recognition in Educatior and ir Daily
Life; and secondly, %o aid Scientific Men
themselves by giving early infermation of
all advances made in any branch of natural

knowledge throughout the world and by
affording them ar opportunity of
discussing the various scientifie
questions which arise from time to time.

Howewver accurately Nature may have been
launched on its way, initial monentum canrot
explain how 1t has lasted for a century.
Thase who work for ¥ature are conscicus not
merely of a debt to Sir Norman Lockyer but
also tc 8ir Riclard Gregory, who succeeded
nim in 1219 but who had then been working
continuously for Nature for twenty-six
yvears. Oregeory was already the custodian of
the paper's conscience on education and on
the relationshic between sclence ag a
profession and society at large. With the
tide running that way, he turned ¥eture into
an internaticnal institution.

The tale of Sir Richard Gregory is a
legend. He was five when ¥ature first
appeared, and was aporenticed to a Bristol
bootmaker ten years later. Luck made him a
schenlmaster at Clifton College and
evertually Lockyer's assistant at South
Kensington and a chum of H.G.Wells., By the
turn of the century, Gregory had put his
starp on the British Asscciaticn, helping te
form the Education Section (still gqualobly
called Section L) in 19C1. Tike others
since, Gregory failed to convince the
British Association that it wust take up
cudgels in the real world if it is te attain
its objective of 'the advancement of
scienze', with the result that Gregory
became one of the first moving sozirits in
the British Beience Guild. One way and
another, this powerful gpressure droup helped
to persuade or shame the British Government
inte providing for institutlioms such as the
National Fhysical Laboratory, the Department
of Beientific and Industrial Researcn and
even the Agricu'tural Eessarch Courcil. It
is no wonder that a nod from Netwre seemed
to many te be a kind of thurderbolt.

2y the end of the thirties, and the end of
S8ir Richard Gregory's spell of duty (he died
only in 1952}, Natwre kad become not merely
a means of communication amerng scientists
but a learned journal as well. Almost by
nagic, it also remained a means of placing
"before the deneral public the grand results
of secientific work and sciemtific discovery'

bl

even if the going was at times 2 little hard.

With the cutbresk of war, Gregory handed
over to L.<.F.Brimble ard A.J.V.Gale, who
ran ¥ature in harness until the latter's
retiremert.

At this occasion in the domestic history
of ¥ogture, it is important to say explicitly
that it remains an honest objective to win
for seierce molt merely a 'more general
recognition in educatiorn and in daily life'
but alsc an opsortunity to change the world.
Africa may be cruelly balkanized, but is
there any doubt that the eradication of the
gulf between rich and peoor nations will
eventually be brought abcut with the help of
research now under way in a host of
laboratories? Immortality is peyond reach,
but sound health is not. And if omniscience
is unattairable - that is half the fun -
continuing enligh%enment is not. That is
something to work for in the century ahead.



Macmillan of Australia

There has been much coming and going. K¥r
Michkael Hamilion, director of Macmillan and
the Holding Company, ond our legal adviser,
has visited Melbourne. e writes:

My wife and 7 recently had {he pleasure of
travelling round the world-entirely at a
olient's expense.® Our trip took us to
Malaysia, Singapcere, Australia and the
Bahamas and in the course of it we inspected
bakeries, creareries, supermarkets, ccld
stores, ice factories, cattle stations and
engineering works. We also took time off to
cail on MCA in Melbourne, where Robert Cross
gave us a fine welcowe.

The last time I was ir Melbourne was in
1864, when Maemillan was still in Flircders
Street. The difference beiwesen the old
building and the new one in Moray Street
could not be more striking. Arson springs to
mind!

I zaw the new building on a perfect scring
day and I was fremendously impressed. Both
inside and out it is excellerntly designed
and it realy is the showpiece of South
Melbourne. It has a slightly orierntal look
and I gather it is known leccally as "the
Temple,

Fobert Cross was in great spirits and full
of eptimism., Like all publisiers—ard
lawyers I basten to add -~ he has his
difficulties, but ke kas a strong organisa-
tion behind him and I have nc doubt that he
will overcone them.

While I was actually with Robert, he
received his first threat of libel
proceedings — a salutary experieace for any
piabligher. I naturally sent him posthaste
to his lawyers.

In the evening Robert and Mary asked my
wife and me te dinner at their very
delightful house in South Yarra. Mary was
in excellent form and loocking absurdly
young. The other guests included Alistair
Horne and his wife, so we were not
corpletely out—numbered by Australians.

*Not Macmillan's.

Mr Robert Cross contributes the following
report of kis round fthe world trif in June
and July of this year:

Mary and 1 took the S48 route te England
via Tashlkent: we were surprised to fird how
old~fashicned and grand the airport
puildings were there, witk chandeliers and
plaster mouldings. We were shown into a room
with water served as the only refreshment
and with formidable women along the sides of
the room hoping to gell (at high prices)
piles of junk which a church bazaar would
Lave turned their noses up at.

After the ruggedness of the Australian
landscape we were reninded of Alistair
Cocke's remark that the Englisk countryside
lacked like one large richk man's parki: we

were certainly lucky to see it in
uninterrupted sunshine.

We Lhad three days in Boston seeing
piublishers and trying tc persuade one of
them to consider ug as their Australian
agert in the frture. We were shoched by the
Negro problem in Beston, where one of the
main streets has become a completely
depressed area with incredible dirt on the
sidewalks.

New York was extremely hot, but we were
very lucky to be installed in the Canadian
Club through the kind help of Frank Jpjiohn.
It waz very pleasant seeing 3MF again which
I had last wisited five years ago, and I was
treated witn great kindness by senior rmembers
of staff ineluding Mr Tom MeCormack who has
recently ioined SMF from Harvers.

My New York visit was cheered by selling
5,000 copies of one of our new books, Ari
Techniques for Students by Max Dimmack to
Viking Press: and generally I found American
publishers more interested in Australian
books than I had expected, as many Americans
now lock upon Australis as the Promised Land,

T did not cateh up with Frark Upjohn until
I arrived in Canada where I spent a
delightful weekend at a cottage in the
courtry with a swimming-pool next door.
Frank was in chkarge of an Irish wolfheournd =zs
well so he had his hands full that weekend.

I had five very interesting days with
Macmillan Canada where [ found everyone most
welcoming and helpful. It was very goed to
see Jahn Gray again and tn meet many penple
with whom - had corresponded all the year. T
was able to learn a lot from a comparny which
iz so muck further down the road of develop—
ment than we are ir Acstralia.

I returned to Australia via Texas where I
visited Austin tc meet the publishers of a
bock we are publishingd in Australia, being
the Augtralian memecirs of the wife of
Lyndor B. Johnson's friend who was American
Ambassador here eight years ago.

I was staggered tec find such a large
university there with 3,700 studentas; T
spent a unique evening at a restaurant
modelled on the Wild West zaloon complete
with the barmaid in tights swingding cver thke
bar. The Texas University Press were keen to
cublizh our Australian Picneering bock. (n
to San Francisco where I made an excellent
contact with the University of Califcrmia
Prezs whe will be publishing our book on
Wattles — ard then back home.

Crie of the two books selacted by the
Australiar Book Publishers' Association in
the School Texthook category of the Book
Degigrn Awards for 1969 was MNathematics with
a Difference, by Arthur Trewin, designed by
Maleolm Givans and with illustrations by
Robert Stynes. The juddes' comments were!
"Another good format for a =specialised
subject, from cover to ecover (ineluding
Jacket) this is an example of control which
could form a basis for books of this nature’.



St Martin’s Press

il

Eileen 0'Casey, widow of plamwrignt Sean
J'Cazey, visited Few York in September and
was properly lionised. Accompanying her on a
rourd of recepticns was Tom YeCormack
(Birector of +he Trade Jepartrent]! ard bis
wife, Bandra.

Ailze in New York this sast ssason and a
visitor at 3t ¥artin's Press was Peter
Calvert, author of Latin dmerica. Mr Calvert
was oo Dis way to Zarvard to do research for
a forthecoming book.

St Martin's former Director of Rights,
Helen Weintraub, resigned at the end of
August to awalt the arrival of her first
child in MNovember.

gt Martin's Press, College Department, has
aroourced the following appointments:

Terence Hchlin hae Seen appointed West
Ccast Hditor. Formerly he was a college
iraveller ocn the West Coast and the Middle
West.

Joseck Marcey nas taken over the duties of
Assistant Sales Mapager in addition to
travellirg as a field editor on the Hasy
Coast.

James Arderson has joined the field staff
ag a traveller in Jalifernia and Washington.
Mr Anderson care o St Martian's from
Pernsylvania State Tniversity where ke
received a Master's degree in Economies. Ze

ig a graduate of the Urniversity of
Washington.

Brian Hogan has joined the staff as a
college travelier in the Midwest. Formerly
he was a graduate student at the University
of Arizens where he taught freshman English.
Irn 1967-£ he was a staff editor at ovaldlaw
Brothers in Illinois, writing and copy—
editing a textbook series ip lirguistics., He
ie a graduate of Fordham University.

Jobn Larson has joined the field staff as
a traveller in the Midwest. Formerly he was
a teacher in the New Ulm, Minnesota public
sehool system. He is a graduate of the
Tnivers:ty of Minnesota.

Zaura Merris has succeeded Barbara Termin
as Import Co—ordinator. Mrs Morris is a
graduate of Jity College of New York.

Tre Schcol Degpartrent celebrated its third
arniversary in Yarch. The fledgling depart-—
rient has been concentrating on bullding a
list of sechbool bosiks in the fields of
fereigr languages, bnglish, social studies
and industrial arts. The staff has recently
riser tc a total of four with the addition
of a firet Bales Represeniative. Charleg O,
Wheeler, formerly of D.C.Heath and Bhady
Side Academy, Pittsburgh, wil: ecall on
schools in the states of Kew York, New
Jersey and Commecticut.

Gill and Macmillan

From Dublin theve is no news - but the way
Michoel Gill puts it there's no doubl that
it's good news:

We have racked the corporate brair on your
beha’'f several times, and have failed
dismally te come up with any startling item
for Macmiilan News. The charitable interpre—
tation of this is that we Lave beer too busy
vablishing., And if cur forecasts for 1970
are in ary way accurate (ard they must he,
cr else my job is in peril) ther you may
rever hear from us again. For we hLave over
fifty titles straicing at the leagh, some of
wkhicn will undoubtedly vanish inte a worthy
oblivion, but mest of which look like
Juastifying our existence for another whi’e
e come,

And wearwhile I have to rezort tveo you that
rotning happens. We have notaktle visitors of
course, but being Irish we tend teo accept
them Zike the less notable ones, We have had
nc natural calamities. No fires, buarglaries
or floods (at least at the moment of
writingl). ALl the small prict in cur
insurance policies seems like the raving of
an imagirative pessimist, except rerhaps the
bits about rict, civil commotion, rebellion,
revolution and insurrecticn, ail <f which -
we can never forget — are very painfully

relevant to our fellew—countrymen in the
North. (Bomecne in Little Fszex Street has
been sending us letters recently marked
"Dublin, Northern Izeland”. Is this wishful
thinking, or something else?) Cur neighbour—
hood seems to be particularly free cf
iorising radiations, and the waste nmatter in
the back yard is teotally Georgian and non—
nuclear. We do have a gin distillery next
door to onr warenouse, but that seems to be
as unhostile an ocecupatiorn as Publjshing.
It's been a good summer, so we've been
mercifully spared storns, tempests and
thunderbolts. There has been no aerial
device dropped on ug, nor has thers heen any
impact with our building by either harse or
cattle, All in all, a quiet seasor.

AL yes! Ore genuine item. There's at least
one man in Dublin who believed that we
published the local telephone directories.
He was dissuaded, which was probably a bad
viece of public relations. The directories
are pubtlished from a particularly ugly and
synthetic new building known as St Martin's
Houge., Our friend, by a curicus process of
aseociation, assumed that the building,
along with the directories, belonged to
Maomillan, Sinee he was a rather prominent
citizen he seemed grieved by the instant
laughter his assumption caused.



The first Board Meeting of Macmillan Publishers (HK) Ltd at the Peninsula Hotel, Hong ¥ong, on 23 july 1969, Clockwize round the table: Ernest Yu, Rupert Li,
Eugene Li (Chairman), Robert Gaff {Auditor), lulian Ashby, Ricnard Slessor (Publishing Manager).

Hong Kong

A new publishing company has been founded in
Hong Kong, which is called Maemillan
Publishers (HK) Ltd and was incorporated on
8 July 1969. Our partners in this new
venture are Modern Educational Research
Sceciety, which is a very successful Chinese
language publishing house, headed by

Mr HBugene Li. Bugene Li is a Director of the
new company, and also acts as its publishing
adviser. Bocks for Asia, our agents in Hong
Kong, also have an interest in the new
company and are represented on the Board of

Macmillan of Canada

The following appointments were recently
announced in the School Book Department.
Michael Ronan, Sales Representative for
Western Canada and a member of the company
for three and a half years, is now National
Sales Manager. He replaces Mr Russell
Blenkarn who left the company to become
Sales Manager of General Bublishing Co. Ltd
some time ago. Hugh Rennie who has been with
the company just over two years is now in
charge of sales in Ontario. Hugh is also
doubling as Office Manager for the
Department. Both Mike and Hugh taught high
school for some years before joining
Macmillan.

Mise Gladys Neale, Manager of the Depart-—
ment, was invited by the World Confederation
of Organizations of the Teaching Profession
(WCOTP) to act as Editorial Consultant at
the Seminar for African Writers and
Educators held in West Berlin on October
23-31. Miss Neale travelled to Berlin via
Frankfurt where she was attending the annnal
Book Fair earlier in the month, and spent a
week in London before returning to Teronto.

The Canadian Society of Zoologists (CSZ)
recently met with the American Institute of
Biological Sciences for a three-day seminar
in Burlington, Vermont, and Ted Pulford,
Science Editor for Macmillan and a member of
C8Z, was on hand to keep an eye on the
company's interests.

Maemillan Publishers (HK) Ltd by cur old
friend, Rupert Li. In fact, the offices of
the new company are situated in the Books
for Asia complex, not far from Hong Kong's
Kai-Tak Airport. The Section 4 histery
editor, Richard Slessor, has taken up the
post of Publishing Manager, and is now
busily involved in producing a publishing
programme for the company. Richard also has
duties as Area Executive in Malaysia and
Singapore, and:he visits our Kuala Lumpur
and Singapore offices regularly.

Malaysia

The responsibility for sales representation
in Malaysia has been taken over by Books for
Asia (Malaysial Ltd, a branch of our Hong
Kong agents. The Manager is Mr Lew Kim Teik,
and he is being ably assisted by Miss Clara
Lam, who was with Macmillan fer seven years
before we closed our showroom in Kuala
Lumpur in August 1969. Mr Lim, who was our
representative, has alsc been appointed by
Books for Asia (Malaysial) Ltd and continues
to do good work for Macmillan's list.

Singapore

The status of our company in Singapore has
now changed, and it has been incorporated
under the name Macmillan & Co (3) Private
Ltd, The Sales and warehousing operations
will econtinue to be run by Mr Loh Mun Wai,
our Sales Manager, and Mr Koh Kok Yeow, our
Administrative Manager. It will service
orders from Malaysia. The Board of Directors
inclndes the former General Manager of the
Maiaysia/Singapore operations, Enche Rahim
bin Ibrahirm, who has now retired from the
day-to-day running of our interests in

e

Malaysia and Singarore.



Macmillan in Africa

Indian Branches

TANZANTA

The Senior Editor from the Tanzania
Pubiishing House, John Mbonde, visited
Macmillan Londen for a nine-week training
course, which included a highly successful
week at Leicester University deoing a course
in Copy Preparation, together with Peter
MeNeaney and Terence Creed from the London
office. John Mbonde again visited us briefly
on his way back from the Frankfurt Book
Fair, which from all accounts was a great
success for the Tanzania Publishing House -
during the process he was interviewed on
German television., Jim Parmer, General
Manager of T.P.H., also called on us after
the Fair.

ZAMBIA

Simon Allison and his wife Clive left us to
take up an appointment as Publishing Manager
of NECZAM (National Bducational Company of
Zambia), the Zambian Publishing House in
Lusaka with which Macmillan are asscciated.
Olive recently gave birth to a son, and they
have all settled down happily in Lusaka.

NIGERIA

John Hare and his wife Pippa have left
Zaria, after John had handed over the
Northern Nigerian Publishing Company to
David Costello. David is rapidly learning
the loecal language, Hausa, and his wife
Rosemary has recently taken up a teaching
post in Zaria. John Hare has now taken up an
appointment as Area Executive for West
Africa, and is at the moment living in
Ibadan, where he is helping Olu Anulopo,
Managing Director of Macmillan Nigeria, with
the new publishing programme we are
developing there.

GHANA

Mr and Mrs T.8.Armar were in London during
July and visited the office to renew old
acquaintanceships.

Ll
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CALCUTTA

Four members of the staff retired on 31
October. They are Messrs K.K.Biswas, D.N.Das,
T.N.Chowdhury and B.N.Banerjee. All of them
served this Branch for a long time and we
wish them all happiness during the rest of
their life.

The Staff Recreation Club presented a
Bengali drama, Chowringhee by Shankar, at
the Star Theatre on 16 September 1968. The
hall was packed with an audience of about
one thousand, mostly drawn from the city's
educational circle, our authers, the book
trade and the relations of our staff. The
show was attiractive, and the whole cast gave
first—class performances.

MADRAS

The annual excursion of our Staff Recreation
Club was arranged in September and this time
the centres chosen were Bangalore, Shimoga,
Jog Falls and Bhadravati. The photograph
below gives a picturesque view of Vidhan
Saudha {Government Buildings), Bangalore,
with the excursion party grouped in front.




Starting from Scratch

By lLord Hardinge of FPenshurst

When my assistant, Virginia Whitaker, and
I moved into our respective offices on the
third fleor of Little Essex Street just over
a year ago, those offices were empty of
scripts, proofs, books, corresiondence, or
of any prospect of the substance of
Eublishing which these things represent.

here were some goodwill messages from
friends, and that was all. Cur brief was to
bring, into being as quickly as possible a
'middlebrow' fiction list, rooted primarily
in a regular output (to be about thirty
titles a year) of novels falling roughly in
the crime/suspense/adventure category -
though there is much argument whether
'category’ is the right word for it. We were
to compete with the leaders in this field,
such as Hodders, Collins, Gollancz, with
books at least as good as theirs. fo this
extent we were to effect a small shift in
the whole image of Macmillan fiction
publishing. But where were the books to come
from? That was the question.

In so far as we have succeeded in making
a start we must be very grateful for the
sympathy and support and personal friendship
of London literary agents. These are, of
course, a main sovrce of good new ficticn of
English origin. Then I was allowed to go to
New York (I went with Alan Maclean during
the February blizzard) in a general effort
to spread the news among American agents and
publishers (who publish much goed fiction of
this kind) that the ¢great and distinguished
Macmillan imprint was making a large-scale,
permanent entry into this competitive
market. Perhaps the most entertaining (and
certainly the most demanding! prong in our
effort to let the world know that we were
in this business was the method used with
the intention of informing the British
public, that is, new writers, writers
without agents, etc., and thus attracting
scripts that didn't happen to be in the
hands of agents. For this purpose the
Macmillan/Panther £1,000 erime competition
was set up. It is still too soon to assess
the results of this enterprise, though the
dust of it (which has been, so to speak,
very thick in Virginia's office and mine)
is at last bedinning to clear.

It has had one amazing result, which is
that we have undoubtedly acquired three very
good first crime novels from it — and the
winner is exceptional. These are not just my
opinions —they are supported by Panther
books, by Dodd Mead and Coward McCann in
New York, and, in the case of the winner,
by Julian Symons as well. In this we have
just been lucky.

If an editor is given a free hand to
create a list, and if that editor has (in
the publishing sense) any character, his
list is likely to be strongly stamped and
personalised. To the extent that I thought
this danger might exist I have tried to curb
it, because a list like this should cast

its net wide in these latter days when no
one knows what the definition or content of
a 'erime novel' really is. I am not tempted
to publish pornography (profitable thou%h
it can be, as well as fashionable) and 1 do
not subscribe to the view {(recently
expressed in the Spectator) that the
suspense novel is becoming the contemporary
vehicle of erotic literature;  indeed, it
seems to me to be the octher way round. On
the other hand funny boocks (by which I mean
books that seem funny to me! have always
represented temptation, and some of the
worst errors 1 have made in the past have
been because I have succumbed to this one.
Our list is intended, as I have said, to be
broadly based, to have story-telling as its
main core, to be of high quality and a
degree of reliability designed so that in
due course libraries, etec., will acguire the
habit of ordering copies regularly without
the full enquiry and fuss of individual hard
salesmanship in each case.

I am often asked about the future of the
'erime novel'. If I knew the answer the
overwhelming success of Macmillan's fiection
would be guaranteed, but of course I don't.
The detective tradition has splintered
completely. The psychological crime novel
has held its own, but never really dominated
as the detective form did. The wild
espionage boom, a kind of overriding 'sport'
of a few years, seems to have died away.
There are some guite strong signs that the
political thriller, not least the futuristic
political thriller, is becoming fashionable..
But who can give the answer? Certainly 1
can't.

Frank Whitehead congratulating Peter Lovesey, winner of the Macmillan/Panther
Crime Movel Competition, after presenting him with a cheque for £1000,



The party at the Law Society Hall on 29 October,

First Crime Novel Competition

In the avtumm of 1968 an advertisement
appeared in the personal column of The Times
and other newspapers as follows:

CRIME FOR MACMILLAN/PANTHER. £1000 competi-
tion for the best first crime novel
submitted...

The category 'crime novel' was to be widely
interpreted, and the chief condition was
that the author should be a citizen of
Britain or the Commonwealth and should not
have published any full length work of
fiction.

About 2850 seripts were submitted. The
standard of entries was startlingly high.
With extreme difficulty the judges made a
short list of three books from which they
finally chose the winner.

At a party held at the Law Society Hall on
29 October to celebrate the publication of
Winter's Crimes I. the first of a series of
collections of wnpublished short crime
stories, the winner was announced.

It was Wobble to Death by Peter Lovesey.
The runners—up were Marshmallow Pie by
Graham Lord and Swansong for a Rare Bird by
Alfred Draper. All three books will be
published on 19 March 1970, Dodd Mead has
guaranteed publication of Wobble to Death
in America with an advance of 3200C,
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People at the party so far identified in the picture are:

S, Anthony Lejeune, 6. Michael Horniman, 7. Stan Davis, 9. Miles Tripp,

Il. Bruce Hunter, |5. Peter Grosvenor, 16, Richard Simon, 17, Faith Henry,
18, Andy Hall, 19. Christopher Helm, 21. Adrian Saar, 23, Michael Ratctiffe,
24, Alan Hunter, 26, lennifer Ballantvne, 27, loyece Porter, 29 Christopher Busby
32, Pat Barr, 33, Caroline Hobhouse, 34. Mrs, Reid, 35 Marianne Faehndrich,
35, Violet Grant, 37. Joyce Whener, 38 Michael Canfield, 39. Lord Hardinge,

40, Mrs Lovesey, 43. Herbert Harris, 45, H.R.F.Keating, 46 Lord Clanmorris
{Jahn Bingham), 49. Margery Wiener, 50, Waitress {note Policeman’s helmet),
52, James Wright, 53. Mark Hamilton, 55. [ohn Boland, 57. Selwyn Jepson,
&0, Tania Jepson, 61 David Bolt, 62, Val Giclgud, €5, Richard Garnett,

66. Grace Hogarth 69, A, D.Peters, 70, Eric Hiscock, 72 Graham Watson,

74, Simaon Bott, 75 Ursula Winant, 76, Celia Dale, 72, Michael Sissons,

80, William Bloom, B1. Rex Malik, B4 Sheila Watson, 86, George Greenfield,
87, William Miller, B8, William Marshall, 89, John Rose, 50. R.). White,

91, Gwenda David,



The following people, still with the C r recently retired, are in these pic years aga, nany c: identi ssrs Batt, Baynton, Benney, Benson, Carro d Clark wdell, E.A Garrod,
Greenaway, R.Harman {now with ), Harris, Henty, J.Ingram, Jo i .5 Vhite, Whitchead, Whiteman and Mis cand 5 ecently retired:
Iy 5 C EX { N




The Annual Dinner

This issue appears around the time of the
Annual Dinner and Dance, and this is a good
occasion to look back at these Christmas
get-togethers, and forward to their possible
future. Somewhere there may be a record of
the number of them that have been held, and
perhaps in some forgotten and unlabelled box
in the warehouse there may yet lurk some of
the photos that used to adorn the walls of
St Martin's Street.

One of those who has been attending these
dinners for more than thirty years writes:

'Recently in a clearing—out operation at
home I unearthed a dusty parcel of old group
photos, carefully wrapped for safety no
doubt for one of the several moves of house
that my wife and I have braved, which
included the Annual Dinner held on 16
December 1938.

'This was I think my second attendance,
and I have spent a pleasant and reflective
half-hour trying tec recall faces and names —
both proving easier than I would have
expected. Thirty years alters the appearance
(my son was certain he could spot me, but
failed — even with the aid of a glass!) but
has by no means masked the identities of the
surprising number still with the company. So
far my tally is 24 men and one lady, as well
as another seven who have left or retired
only in the last few years. Many of the

staff then loocking so young are noew enjoying
retirement, many of the older ones have long
since died. In the chair on that occasion,
as again in recent years, was Mr Harold
Macmillan.

'The number present appears to have been
about 170, of whom about only a sixth were
ladies. Nowadays we top 400, and the numbers
are probably more nearly even.

'Sc dancing in those days was not a
practical aftermath to dinner. Instead there
was entertainment by members of the staff -
largely vocal and instrumental as I recall.

And what of the future? Does the Dinner
and Dance still serve a useful purpcse, do
we still appreciate this annual fiesta? Has
the time come for a change? What should we
have in its Elace? A summer picnic is one
possibility (M.C.C. seem to get a lot of fun
from theirs). Separate events in London and
Basingstoke would certainly be a ristake,
for although we operate fifty miles arart,
we remain one company and the dinner is the
cnly time we can all get together an
persuade ourselves how impressive we look
en masse.

What do you think? Your suggestions and
views will be most welcome. Why not let us
know, and, who knows, you may inaugurate a
new tradition in the Macmillan saga¥?

Is This a Record?

Sir Charles Tennyson, co—author of Dear and
Honoured Lady, the correspondence of @Queen
Vietoria and Alfred Tennyson which was
published on 9 October, celebrated his 90th
birthday on 8 November 1969 and has been a
Macmillan author since 5 December 1911,
58 years agec. On that date we published a
volume of memoirs entitled Tennyson and his
Friends edited by the poet's son Hallam.
The chapter on Tennyson's two brothers,
Prederick and Charles, was written by the
poet's nephew Charles, and it was his first
contribution to a book. By 1911 Macmillan
had a considerable corner in Tennyson, and
in ocur advertisements we would 'beg to call
attention to the fact that their Editions
of Tennyson's Works are the only Complete
Bditions, and contain all the poems still in
copyright and the latest texts of the
earlier poems which are now out of
cogyright.'

ir Charles's earliest ventures into
Tennyson scholarship were concerned in
rescuing from cblivion the poetic works of
the poet's two brothers. He edited a
selection of Frederick Tennyson's poems
which we published on 16 September 1913.
The corresponding exercise with Charles
Tennyson, whe later became Charles Tennyson
Turner, had to wait 47 years until a small
volume was brought out by Rupert Hart-Davis
in 1960. When the poet's son Hallam, Lord
Tennyson died in 1936 Sir Charles was

appointed his literary executor, and it was
only from then onwards that he became
seriously interested in Tennyson studies, as
a result of which he wrote the biography of
the poet which we published in 1949,




H.G. Wells and Macmillan

Rache Lovat Dickson's book, H.G.Weiis: His
Turkbulent Life and Times which we Hublished
on 13 November, throws a shard light on some
intergsting edisodes of the firm's history,
and has drawn on the fiwm's archives fto do
z0. Lovaet Dickson writes:

1943 marked Macwmilians' centenary, and for
Charles Morgar, who was to write a2 short
nistery, we turned ouat from the archives the
correspondencze of many great authors of the
past and the egually great old partners....

But that which held me waz a great bundle
of letters from 5.3.Wells. The sma’l neat
Lardwriting made tnem very easy to read.
Wrhat interested me chiefly was that they
began where the autobiography had left off,
just as he was beginning to be werld—fancus
ag a writer, successful, self-assured, at
the very neight of his powers. In Frederick
Macmillan he collided with a publisher who
was not cortent just to Zssue his books but
irsisted that they should coaferm to certaln
standards that the firn upheld. The struggle
between the two men coincided with Welis's
mogt preductive and wost privately troubled
period, and the becks thal caiused the
trouble reflected events in his life, Here
were some, at least, of the unwritten
chapters missing from ihe autobiocgraghy.
They offered a footnote tu the history of
pubiishing, too, because here were cne of
the most sguceesaful avtheors of the day and
one of the most successful publishers, and
out of thelr jolint enterprise there was,
surcrisingly, little profit.

Wells's relations with Sir Frederick are
described in considerable detail.

Witk Frederick Maomillan, who became the
prblisker of all his bocks from 18C3
onwards, his relations were never entirely
easy. Bach respected the other's skill ard
needed hinm for what he could offer. 1In 180G,
when they came together, Wells nad written
a dczen beooks, bubt in spite of laudatory
reviews ard the wide discussion and interest
they had evoked, not one had scld ncre than
10,000 copies, whick was an Insignificant
sale compared with Marie Corelii's or EFall
Caine's on the one hand, and Rudyard
Kipling's on the other. Wells thought that
his mistake lay in having ais books
scattered: if they were all in the hands of
cne publisher whke could issue a ccllected
edition, it would be worth that publisher's
while to advertise the lot, not only the
latest.

Macmillan needed Wells almost as mich as
Wells needed him. His firm had bteceome, with
Longmans and Yurray, the leading publishers
of the day, but with the new public had come
in a wave of new publishers—the firns sc
familiar to us today. Heinemann, John Lane,
Dent., Cagsell, Methien, all havirg begun
business in the 1890s —and they were bringing
in rew writers and making the older—
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establisked ficticr lists look stuffsy ard
rnadventuraus. Maerlllan wnew that it was
ot enough te nave Kipling and Zardy if he
did not also have E.G.Wells or Somerses
¥eughan or Joseph Conrad, arnd ke was quite
prezared to meet the terms asked by Wells,

a £50C advance against a 25-per—asant rovalby
for eack book for a three-bock contraet,
with an option to continue on the same terms
in the future. At the regular price of
rove_s, s ¥ shillirgs, allowirg for zerhaps
one in five copies tc be sold in the
Colonies at a royalty of fourpence or
sixyence, he would have to sell about 7,800
copies to recover this advance. This did not
ook out of the way. Methuen kad trinted
8000 of The Seq Lady ard had sold over 5,000
in the first six months. Bveryone was
taiking of Wells, and bis gales were pound
to go Ligher., Tt leoked like a trofitable
investment, and eack side came tc 1t in the
beginning with satisfacticn and with a high
regard fcr the other's capebilities. [t was
only as they got golng that they begar to
have scme tersonal ressrvatleons about each
other. Wells thought Macmillan's manner
ratter autocraticy the chis on Wells's
shoulder about being lower—middle—class
became very evident, arnd the struggle in
Yazemillan's soul beiween hies commercial
instinets as a publisher and his dislike of
bounderish benavicur became all tco evidert,
as time went omn.

Frederick Macmillan was a notable figure
on the pubtlishing scene, having been the
instigator of the Het Book Adreement, which,
by makirng it an offence to selil bocksz et
less than tkeir published price, had avoided
suicidal price—cutiticg and saved bookselling
from bankruptey at the end of the century.
He was now President. of the Publishers
Associaticn. He had lived iz a pubiishing
atrosphere from ke oradlse. Hig father,
Daniei, one of the founders of the firm, had
died at the early age of forty—three, and
Alexarnder, the suwrviving brother, had taken
Daniel's childrer intc his home ard brought
them up as his cwn. The present partners of
Macmillans, therefore, alzhough cousins, had
livad with sack other from nursery days onj
and when, in the large Victorilan heome in
whick they were brougnt up, they were
allowed at table, great men were usually
assembled there., The talk was of rothing bu:
hooks and ideas —not always as to how many
copies a book might sell, hut acw it might
influerce and tezch, or glorify the Lord,
for the Macwrillans were strong broad
Churchmen,

Alexander Maer®lian was robust in
character as well as health, and
intellectua’ly enornecusly vigorous, le was
to become a lezding publisher of the Zzate
Victorian age, a friend and confidant of
Gladstone and of many other great men
cutside literary cirecles. John Morley was
his ehief literary adviser, and in the
seientific world whichk came to flower in the
years following the publication of Darwin's
Origin of Species, Alexander took the advice



Sir Frederick Macmillan

Lovat Dickson

of scientists like Norman Lockyer, the
astronomer, and Thomas Huxley, Darwin's
friend, who was to become Wells's admired
teacher.

In fact, this stalwart survivor of the two
Scottish brothers lived for his business day
and night. In the old building in Bedford
Street, smoking eveningds were held weekly,
and authors of fame, not only those
published by Macmillan, gathered to smoke
churchwarden pipes, drink, and make merry
in the rather bantering way that Victorians
favoured. I remember the pipes being still
on the mantelpiece in the dining-room when
I joined the firm sixty years later, and an
armchair I often sat in had fixed to it a
brass plate which was inscribed to
commemorate Wordsworth's visit to the
office. An old oak table bore the autographs
of Tennyson, Herbert Spencer, Coventry
Patmore and other great men who used to sit
round it on those smoking evenings to which
came not only writers like Tennyson and
Matthew Arnold and Charles Kingsley, but
scientists who were coming up fast, and
statesmen like Gladstone, and visiting
Americans like Mark Twain. These were not
all old men, as we think of them today.
Gladstone and Tennyson were in their fifties.
Alexander had just turned fifty on the night
when in the dining-room they discussed the
foundation of a weekly journal which should
be the supreme means of communication
between the scientists, and Nature was born
in a haze of smoke, amid the excited murmur
of voices prophesying the future. The others
present on such evenings, though bearded
like the pard, were bright—-eyed young
intellectuals sucking on long clay pipes,
many of them at the beginning of famous
careers.

On Alexander's death in 1896, Frederick
succeeded as head of the firm, and by the
time that Wells came on the scene in 1903,
Frederick, his brother Maurice, who had
begun his career as a master at St Paul's,
and Daniel's son George were in contrel of
the business. Something else had happened

H.G Wells

to them. They had become upper—middle-class.
Expensively educated, scheolarly in tempera—
ment, refined in manner, growing rich and
powerful and sure of themselves, they faced
a world in which men like Wells were coming
up, and tried to control it as they
controlled their business.

Control is the proper word. This was a
family business, expanding overseas,
employing more and more pecple every year,
but these three ran it, and there was no
nonsense with boards of directors or share—
holders. The partners met each morning,
shook hands gravely, discussed the letters,
gossiped in a lordly way, bickered a little
with each other, revealed what they were at
that moment up to; then repaired to their
rooms and their ledgers, their calculations
and designs, and kept at it often until late
at night, and did this for a full six days
a week.

It was into this atmosphere that Wells
bounced in 1903 with all the confidence in
the world.

But six years later the relationship
foundered when Sir Frederick wrote:

Dear Mr Wells,

I am sorry to say that after very careful
consideration, we do not see our way to
undertake the publication of Ann Veronica.

He explained in a later letter:

I regret that we cannot publish 4nn Veronica
as it seems to me a very well written book
and there is a great deal in it that is
attractive, but the plot develops on lines
that would be exceedingly distasteful to the
publie which buys books published by our
firm. The early part of the book with the
picture of middle class suburban life is
very entertaining, indeed up to and
ineluding the episode of the suffragette
girl there is nothing to object to. When,
however, Ann Veronica begins her pursuit of
the Professor at the International College,
offers herself to him as a mistress and
almost forces herself into his arms, the
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story ceases to be amusing and ls certalnly
ot edifyicg.

FPhese were mild words combared to the
recebiion the book receiuvad in the Spectator
whern 1t was published by T. Fisher Unuwin.

The leathing end indignation whichk ihe book
irgpires irn us are due te the effect it i
ligely to kave ir undermining that sense of
continence apd self-contra!l In thoe
irdividual wonich g essentia: in a sourd and
heaithy 3tate.

Lovat Dickson adds:

Frederick Macnmiliar had correctly judged
the tublic response to the book. Its =sale
was brisk, as generally hapuens whea boscks
are extensively discussed. Tr this case,
Wells was a successful writer anyway, be was
dealing bere witn the mosi iaportant
Question of the hour, the right of a yound
wonan to lead an 1raeb9n¢erf life, and kis
sale offence was that he had affronted the
soelal convention of the tine by showing Ann
Vercnica as a nice deminine nealthy—mnndeﬁ
gir. ergaging firat —with ro sense of

rercrse av ail-in unkea’tihy-minded thoughtsa,

and getting finally whet she craved for,
Macrmillan was ne moralist himself —in fact,
ke was more of a2 man of the world than T“St
his fellow publisbers. But he was also a
good tradesman, and in saying that while dan
Varrn‘wa was a very well-written bock, <he
ot develaoped or ilines that would be
”“stastefu to the public whichk bought the
books that his firm zublished, he was
correct |y anticirating trne reaction of hism
moet profitable castomers. Kevertheless,
gsomething 1in Wells plainly fascinated bim,
ard seomething in hinm fascirated Wellis. It
may have beer that a born publisker could
not help but respend to an avthor of denius,
however wach he might fisapprove of the
attber's views;, 1% may have been that the
harassed author, unable to keen out of
trovkie, saw in Macnillar's urbaﬁe
aristocratic man—of-the—werid air all that
the erumnied, troubled little fligure Looged
to be, Their associaticn as oublisher and
author lasted for ten years, and they
corresponded for a good many more after
that, but they rerained on formal fterms with
each ovher, and, as Jar as . know, Macmillan
never entartained Wells or introduced him te
his home, as he was accustomad o do with
cther avthors, for ke was 2 man whe 1 ked
the deria. side of bis brsiness and he and
Lis wife were very hospitable. Scmetvhing
wept them azart sociaily, but rething
plainly fascicated each ir the cther, ard
although 4dnn Veromico pad baken We s awsy,
and Nelscr had then published the very
suceaasful History of Mr Polly, agaimst
whick not a2 breath of critizizm could be
nade, when Wells had his next big novel,
The New Machicuelli, i view, he turned
firat to Macmilian again.

But once ggain Sir Frederick objected to
"the gquestion of sex', and, hough Walls
replied with his wsual probhetic insight
'Euery nowvel must have a sexusl interest’
The New Machiavellil eventually went
g lsewhare.
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Worm’s-Eye View

Jokn Baker refublished Frawk S“iﬂ nerion’s
A Booknan's TLondon on 27 Jctoder. In his n
Introduciion he recalls his brief spall at
St Martin's Street:

2w

1 was employed at Macmillan's,

etphemistically 'learning the batalngJe
which meant carrylng vast quantities of
Hall & Faight's dlgebrg and Nesfield's

Fnglish Grammar to thu packing bench. Once

a year we 'fook stock', diving intc the
packing cases which lined the baserent, and
extracting from them beoks which, d:sialning
wrappers, were covered in brown ;aper,
through a hole in which, as a concezsion to
Lhe inguiring reader, the title could be
discerned.

The feudsl atmosphere at Mzemillen's was
compiete. There was & staff entrance, a
directers' entrance, ard there was, as Frank
Swinnerton deseribes, a Trade Counter. There
was zi=o a Cﬁuﬁflng ﬁOLRP where, in a
ailence broker only by bhe gseratching of
perg, clerks frowned cver ledgers. COne of
thege clerks hzd the computer—like facility
of beirg abls to add up pounds, shillings
and perce in a single cast.

Notody but the directors wa% allowed to

ge the front and carpeted stairway., Funmour
Lad it tzat 2 hatless boy caught o1 these
stairs kad been dismissed without notice,
and our chief hope was that, if we behaved
ourselves, we were ln oa job for life. Waen
3ir Frederick Yacmilian passed near, in an
adour of repletion and cigar =moke, my
supericor was wont to remark admi r1n§1§,
"AL, there gces a real boss.'

By, alas, 1 4id not behave and I socn
left Maemllilarn's. This was the result of my
taking part inm the only bock trade strike
tihat ever was. The cackers were siriking
against a reduction of wages from £3. 105,
1o £3 a week., Zuch was the fortitude of Bir
Brederickz that the men were glad to crawl
pack after several niserable weeks as
lasers., No viztimisation, of course, but
wher 1 got back toc my desk a nche awaited
et 'Baker not to resume dalles until he has
geen the Company Secretary.’ He said, "You
were niot a paciker, so why go on etrike?!
When T begar to explain be waved me agide
and oronourced sentence: "Since you are so
fond of the company of packers | oam notting
you ‘=z the Packing department.’

I Zeft after a Zew nonths, during which
Zearned, to ny perennial pleasure, to pack

decert parcel. Macriilar's taught me much

and I am stil: under their influence. And,
of course, thery were forgiven, though I felt
Tt owas patti ing too fire a Pﬁer or. the
affair when T was later referred to as 'one

of the Maemillarn boys who rade good'.




Alistair Horne Fellowship for Modern History

Alistair Horne

Alistair Horne, author of Phe Price of Glory,
The Fall of Paris and FPo Lose a Battle has
given £10,000 to endow a fellowship at St
Antony's College, Oxford, which is intended

New Ventures by Old Colleagues

Three members of the staff who left this
autumn have set up a business partnership
together, They are Ian Robertson (who was
academic sales manager), David Martin
{academic representative) and Rachel Douglas
(academic production controller). Their new
firm is called Martin Robertson & Company,
and they plan to give professional
publishing help and advice on all aspects of
academic publishing except the editorial.
Treir production service is rparticularly
designed for firms with a small academic
list. Publishers already using their
university representation services include
Crosby Lockwood, J.M.Dent, Eurcspan, Gower
Press, Macdonald, Pall Mall, the Scolar
Press and Weidenfeld and Nicolson.

Nicholas Scarfe, who was an academic
representative until last Baster, has opened
& new bookshop, the Newbury Bockshop, 11
Oxford Street, Newbury, Berkshire.

Puzzle Corner

The first line of page 131 of Christopher
Underwood's thriller, The Silent Liars,

reads as follows:

closer into his side. As he bent his head to kiss her behind

What is the second line?

to help young historians. The college is
matching Horne's £10,000 endowment, and
there have been other contributions. When
the fellowship was first anncunced Mr Horne
was quoted by the Fimes Diary as saying:
'Novelists are far better looked after than
historians.... There are far more prizes:
for the Hawthornden I got £100 and a jolly
good lunch compared with the Bocoker Award

of £5,000 for fietion. The historian very
seldom has a chance of being filmed. Unless
you sell your soul to the goggle-box, you
have a pretty hard time at first, as I did.
Moreover, the novelist doesn't have to spend
the terrifying sum we need for research.
Travel and accommodation are a very large
factor, and the nearer you get to the modern
age, there is so much more material that you
rust have someone to help you. For my last
book I spent £8B0 paying an assistant a very
menial wage.'

Book )Jacket Exhibitions

The winner in the 'Scotsman’ Book Jacket
Exhibition this year in the class for
Biographies was Jellicoe by 4. Temple
Pattersen. It was designed by Nicholas
Thirkell for Macmillan. Jellicoe's gold
braid was printed in gold foil. Both
Michael/Frank about Frank O'Connor and
Collection Three by Frank O'Connor were
exhibited in the select group of 1968 book
jackets chosen by Design and Art Direction.




Best Produced Books
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Among the fifty books chosen by the National
Book League for their exhibition of British
book design at the Frankfurt Book Fair were
Paddy Pork, devised and illustrated by John
8. Goodall and Pattern and Power of
Mathematics 4 by A.J.Moakes.

Peculiar Postbag

For obuious reasons we suppress the name of
this correspondent who writes from Ballerup
in Denmark but otherwise print it exactly
as it was written,

What happen there the vinterday in 1889 at
MAYERLING in Wienervald near Schwechat-river
in Austria. Here meeting the young, handsome
crownprince again with his mistress. They
seem to have a beautiful life before —he vas
heiress to the Austria-Hungarians throne,
and she vas young and very beautiful. But
the loving pair leave not Mayerling in a
life, —they been both find killet.

After 3 years detectiv work in Wienna, in
secret archives, private samlings, private
letters never seen before, and many otter
things: Mary Vetseras diary, Heleme Vetseras
diary, count Hoyos, Count Taaffe and Prince
of Wales diary, Crovnprine Rudolfs last
letters to a friend, Emperor Franz Joseph
and Empress Elisabeths private letters and
the secret police rapports, all this is in
a book ready to publishing in this fall. The
book is been selling to America, Italy,
Germany and France, — are You interest in the
book with the new unveil truth! —Rudolf and
Mary Vetsera vas murdet at Mayerling, after
order from Count Taaffe and Count Albrecht.
— I very much hope so and shall be locking
forward to hearing from you.

P.S. The Danish Manuscript is available
"Mayerling — romance and reality".
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In our last issue we had a correspondent
writing from Nigeria to 'Little Sex Street',
and now this. What next, I wonder?

H
[
E
o

4 Little Ethics Street,
Care llessrs lacmillan

London W. C. 2

ENGLAID



The Muse Will Out

There ie something heady about the air of
Little Essex Street —or the frustrations of
dealing with other people's writings —which
tempte our trade editors to break into
verse, A volume of More Cautionary Tales in
the manner of Belloe was declined in a
letter to the agent in the following terms:

Pear B*** we all enjoyed theze tales

Of kipky tirds and errant rales,

And all of us will profit by

The morals there set out. But I

Don't feel that we car make an offer

To further line an agent's coffer.

The author's got a sound idea

But lacks as yet the perfect, clear

Cormand of word and nuance and ploy

Whichk makes H. Belloc such a jog.

And though your eiient's a funny man

HE DOESN'T MAKE HIS VERSES SCAN,

(And nor do you, I hear you mutt-—
er... Feocple in glass houses... But

Like cthers of the Upper Ciass

I dig the sound of brecken glassl.®

This verse should serve to demonstrate

That pastiche needs to be first-rate

If it's tc nake its point, and this

Just deesn't, or not as it is.

* A lire I stole witk cren daring
From Wing—Comnmarder Maurice Baring,
Following a precedent fairly set
Where Belloc Lieads, Who follows yet?

A request from the former Bellman of the
Cambridge Snark Club for a copy of the
miniature editicn of Phe Hunting of the
Sngrk elicited the following reply:

"Alag! said the Publisher, wiving his tears,
And suppressing an agonised yell, 1
'"We haven't had miniature Snarks in years’ —

Not miniature Snarks we could sell.

"Alack!' said the Publisher, howling in grief
Ard tearing his elderly locks.

'The fact of the matter will strain your belief
And cause you considerable shocks.

'As a matter of fact,’ the Publisher hissed,
Beginning ancther corniption,

"We no longer incliude the work on our list —
Not a Snark of any description!

"We can sell you sn Alice {(in colour? or plain3)

In Latin (as done by Carruthers),
We can of fer —~ ' thePublisher eried like adrain,
'Bome letters from Carroll and others, 5

'"We can offer you books by novelists’ cocks®
And The World of Seluador Doli.?

We can of fer youworks on the plight of the Turks®
And the germination of barley.?9

'We can of fer youtomes onfairies and gnomes, 10
4nd The Theory of Forward Exchan%e,ll
Adventurocus tales of buses in WaleslZ
And diseasges akin to the mange. 13

'"We can offer youfilms onthe mating of micel?
And the sexual habits of crayfish. 15

We can offer you anything reasonably nicel6
{And aiso commercially safe-ishl.

'But the work that you ask for (I'msorry to say) —
The Publisher wept in his tea,

'"Has softly and suddenly vanisked away,
Faor our Bnark was a Boojum, you see,’

Twenty years tc be exact.

Zhs.

125.64.

Adilicia in Terra Mirabili and 4dliciae fer

Steculumn Fransitws, 18s. each.

Letters to Macmillan, 63s.

Mrs Manders' Cookbook, 36s.

By E. Descharnes, £5.0s.

Phe Hastern {(uestion by M.8. Andersonm,

BEbs. (paper, #5s.)

% The Konders of Seeds by Alfred Stefferud,
5.94.

10 e.g. Tricky the Goblin by Enid Blyton,
Be.64,

11 4 Dynamic Theory of Forwerd Exchange by
Paul Einzig, 9Js.

12 John Wain's forthcoming novel, 4 Winter
in the Hills.

13 A Handbook of Diseases of the Skin by
Herbert O. Mackey, 30s.

14 Courtship and Mating Behaviour in Mice
and Development of Kormal Mice. We also
supply films on abnormal mice, and
others of too intimate a character to be
mentiocned here. These are applicable to
the Nuffield "A' level Biology course.

15 B80s. .

16 But see Angus Welfe Murray's The £nd of

Somathing Nice.
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Puzzle Corner — Answer

The second line reads (of coursel:

the ear, he felt that he had earned his evening of entertain-



Authors’ News

Tolin Clark, author of Fopulation Srowth and
fand Use and (with Joan Maswell! Econcmics
of Subsistence Agriculture has lef+ the
Cxford University Agrlﬁultjra] Foonomios
Research Tretitute after sixteer years as
its Director and has returned tc Australis
a3 research fellow at Mannix College, Monash
University.

#.5.Douwnie, author of Jovernment dcti:
Morality, has been appos ‘nted to the Ch
“oral Phiiosonby at Glasgow lniversity.

Frofessor W.0.foskins, auther of The Nodern
Fegsant and Frovincial Fnglend, Las been
elected a fellow of the Britisk Academy.

Lr L. 0. Hunter, co—autaor with D.5.Rcbertson
of Eeonomics of Kages and labowr and with
Robert B. ¥cKersie of the fo-theoming
pfcﬂmcuauéty Bargaining in fraat Britain,
has been appeinted senior lecturer in
apt-ied eccnomics at Glasgow Jaiversity.

Professor Jokn Jewkes has been appointed
Director of the Industrial Policy Grocy om
his retirsment from the Chalr of Econonic

Urgani=ation at Oxferd University

Dr fenmmeth Lowvell, autkor.of Introduction to
Human Development, whe was reader at Leeds
Joniversity in tre Institute of Fducation nas
beern app011ted persona’ professor there.

Professor F.ﬁ.f;cholas, editcr of de
Tocq4ev lie's De la democratis an 4dmerigue
nas been elecued a fellow ?? the British
b ‘,dem

Professor 4.¥.FPrior, late Emeritus Professor
o7 Philosonhy et Manchester niversity, who
is editing a rew editicn of «.M.Keynes's
Formal Logic, has been appointad Reader in
Pailosopby at Balliol Clollege, Cxford.

‘.'::

.. Fobertson, co—autnor of Hconomics of
¥ages and ladbour, was made Chairman of the
Court of Inguiry irso the dispute at the
Port Talbot works of the Briftish Stesl
Cerporation,

Professor H.f. Fravor-Roper, author of nany

ocks of which the latest 1s Religion,
?efO”wa*tor and Social Change, has been
elected “ellaw of the Brlqun Aeoadeny.

De F.olrry, authaor of the fortheonitg boox
Y¥avlowe of Canterbury. has been elected *to
a professcrial fellowship at 3t Edrund =Za
Uxford.

Professor W.F.¥alshk, auvthar of Fegelian
Fithics, has been elected a fellow of the
Britisk Academy.

Angus Kolfe Murray, author of The #nd of
Something Nice, haa jolred Barrie & Reckliiff:
The Cresset Press as a fiction editer.

Obituaries

John Josebh Clarke, author of Mhe Gist of
Planning Law, died on 1 Uctober at the age
Fal

fdwzrd Hutton, the avthor of Gloucestershire
Somerset and nabusﬁfre in the Eighways and
Byways Series, died on 20 August.

H

Sir Lawrance Jomes, whose first twe volumes
of antobiegraphy, 4 Victorian Bovhood and
An Fdwardian Youth we publishked, died on

6 Bevtember at the age of B4, He succeeded
to the barenetey in 9582, and as an author
he was ¥nown as L.E...ones,

¥.f. 5haw, who used to drive a horse delivery
van Tor toe corpany, and whe retired in 1968,
died in August.

Professor Vivian de Sola Pinto, the editor
af Fke Teaching of English in Schocls, which
we puablisked ir 1246 for the English
hssoeiation, died on 27 July.

Professor Peter fre, the editor of our
o : - Ta Juli a
Casebock on Shakesreare's Julius Caoesar,

died on 32 June.

Dr D.¥.¥adia, arthor of Jeology of India,
died on 15 June.

Last Word

The London Yeilow Pages Classified (Centrall
Directory —bless its sweet computer sed
heart — 2ists only three DC—‘t—- urself

Skonz" between "Divers' and 'Dog Groaming',
and the last on the list is 'Macwillan & Co

114, 4 Litt e Essex Street WCZ'. Perhaps we
should think ourselves luexy not to be four
ines lower down wiih the "She & ne Foodle
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