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In the House of Commons, Bills introduced under the ten-minute rule are one of the ways in which 
backbench MPs (“private Members”) can introduce legislation. However, the process is generally 
used as a means of making a point on the need to change the law in a particular area, or to test 
parliamentary opinion on a given subject.  
 
The ten minute rule allows a brief introductory speech of no more than ten minutes and one of the 
same length opposing the motion. The speeches are made after question time on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. If the House agrees, whether by division or not, the Bill will get its first reading. If the 
House disagrees, the Bill cannot be introduced.  
 
The Parliamentary Information List series covers various topics relating to Parliament; they include 
Bills, Committees, Constitution, Debates, Divisions, The House of Commons, Parliament and 
procedure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also available: 
 
Research papers – impartial briefings on major bills and other topics of public and parliamentary 
concern, available as printed documents and on the Intranet and Internet. 
 
Standard notes – a selection of less formal briefings, often produced in response to frequently asked 
questions, are accessible via the Internet. 
 
Factsheets – the House of Commons Information Office Factsheets provide brief informative 
descriptions of various facets of the House of Commons. 
 
Education web site – a web site for children and schools with information and activities about 
Parliament. 
 
 
 
 
Any comments or corrections to the lists would be gratefully received and should be sent to: 
Parliamentary Information Lists Editor, Parliament & Constitution Centre, House of Commons, 
London SW1A OAA. 

  
 House of Commons Library Parliamentary Information Lists 

http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/research_papers.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/works/notes_on_parliament_and_constitution.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/education
mailto:pcc@parliament.uk


Session Bill Member

1950-51 Criminal Law Amendment Barbara Castle

1951-52 Corneal Grafting Sir Herbert Williams
Cremation Joseph Reeves
Disposal of Uncollected Goods Elaine Burton

1952-53 Accommodation Agencies Sir Geoffrey Hutchinson
Slaughter of Animals (Pigs) Ralph Rayner

1953-54 Rights of Entry (Gas and Electricity Boards) Irene Ward

1954-55 Trustee Savings Banks (Pensions) Frederick Erroll

1955-56 Children and Young Persons Marriage (Scotland) William Hannan/Cyril Bence
Occasional Licences and Young Persons Charles Royle

1956-57 Cheques (No 2) Graham Page
Thermal Insulation (Industrial Buildings) Sir Gerald Nabarro

1957-58 First Offenders Sir George Benson
Industrial Assurance and Friendly Societies Act 1948 (Amendment) Fred Mulley
Interest on Damages (Scotland) Eustace G Willis
Litter Rupert Speir
Medical Act 1956 (Amendment) J B Hynd
Physical Training and Recreation Sir Spencer Summers
Road Transport Lighting (Amendment) Gresham Cooke

1958-59 Eisteddfod Peter J M Thomas
Housing (Underground Rooms) Roy Jenkins
Obscene Publications Roy Jenkins
Police Federation James Callaghan
Restriction of Offensive Weapons Sir Barnet Janner

1959-60 Adoption John Parker
Oil Burners (Standards) Sir Gerald Nabarro

1960-61 Companies (Floating Charges) (Scotland) Alexander Hendry
Restriction of Offensive Weapons Sir Barnett Janner

1961-62 Penalties for Drunkenness Dame Irene Ward

1963-64 British Nationality (No 2) John Parker
Law of Property (Joint Tenants) Sir Barnett Janner
Local Government (Development and Finance) (Scotland) Forbes Hendry
New Towns (No 2) Martin Maddan
Young Persons (Employment) Joan Vickers

1964-65 Merchant Shipping George Jeger
Shops (Early Closing Days) R E Winterbottom

1966-67 Farm and Garden Chemicals Joyce Butler
Llangollen International Music Eisteddfod J Idwal Jones
Sexual Offences (No 2) Leo Abse
Vessels Protection R Gresham Cooke

1967-68 Design Copyright Jill Knight
Hearing Aid Council Laurie Pavitt
Highlands and Islands Development (Scotland) Robert Maclennan

1968-69 Architects Registration (Amendment) Arnold Shaw

http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Architects+Registration+(Amendment)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&sortAlpha=0&TYPE=QS&PageNumber=1&NavFrom=0&parentActiveTextDocId=1207504&ActiveText�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Highlands+and+Islands+Development+(Scotland)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1203553&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Hearing+Aid+Council&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1203326&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
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http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Merchant+Shipping&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&sortAlpha=0&TYPE=QS&PageNumber=1&NavFrom=0&parentActiveTextDocId=1181180&ActiveTextDocId=1181180&file�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Local+Government+(Development+and+Finance)+(Scotland)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1169384&PageNumber=1&SortAlp�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Law+of+Property+(Joint+Tenants)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1169293&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Penalties+for+Drunkenness&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1133783&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Restriction+of+Offensive+Weapons&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1130361&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Companies+(Floating+Charges)+(Scotland)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1132121&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Restriction+of+Offensive+Weapons&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1127412&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Obscene+Publications&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1128038&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Eisteddfod&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1127319&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Eisteddfod&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1185709&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/legResults.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Interest+on+Damages+(Scotland)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&TYPE=QS&NavFrom=0&activeTextDocId=1121582&PageNumber=1&SortAlpha=0�
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?LegType=All+Primary&title=Industrial+Assurance+and+Friendly+Societies+Act+1948+(Amendment)&searchEnacted=0&extentMatchOnly=0&confersPower=0&blanketAmendment=0&sortAlpha=0&TYPE=QS&PageNumber=1&NavFrom=0&parentActiv�


Licensing (Scotland) Margaret Herbison
National Mod (Scotland) R Johnston
Tattooing of Minors Martin Maddan

1969-70 Trees Duncan Sandys

1972-73 Breeding of Dogs Gordon Oakes
London Cab Geoffrey Finsberg
Rate Rebate Phillip Whitehead

1980-81 Transport Act 1962 (Amendment) Tony Speller

1982-83 Solvent Abuse (Scotland) David Marshall

1984-85 Rent (Amendment) Michael Mates
Town and Country Planning (Amendment) Roger Freeman

1992-93 Local Government (Amendment) Neil Gerrard

1994-95 Building Societies (Joint Account Holders) Douglas French
Landlord & Tenant (Covenants) Peter Thurnham
Land Registers (Scotland) Bill Walker

1995-96 Public Order (Amendment) Estelle Morris

1996-97 Building Societies (Distributions) Douglas French

1997-98 Animal Health (Amendment) Paul Flynn

2001-02 Divorce (Religious Marriages) Andrew Dismore
Private Hire Vehicles (Carriage of Guide Dogs etc.) Neil Gerrard

Sources: Sessional Information Digest (Public Bills-some basic figures)
Statute Law Database (SLD)
National Archives
Factsheet L3: The Success of Private Members Bills
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