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Also available: 
 
Research papers – impartial briefings on major bills and other topics of public and parliamentary 
concern, available as printed documents and on the Intranet and Internet. 
 
Standard notes – a selection of less formal briefings, often produced in response to frequently asked 
questions, are accessible via the Internet. 
 
Factsheets – the House of Commons Information Office Factsheets provide brief informative 
descriptions of various facets of the House of Commons. 
 
Education web site – a web site for children and schools with information and activities about  
Parliament. 
 
 
Any comments or corrections to the lists would be gratefully received and should be sent to: 
Parliamentary Information Lists Editor, Parliament & Constitution Centre, House of Commons, 
London SW1A OAA. 
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Key:

Name Age  From To Reason for becoming youngest MP Date of birth* Constituency Party
Stephen Dorrell 27 years 2 months 03/05/1979 09/04/1981 Elected at general election 25/03/1952 Loughborough Conservative

Bobby Sands [1] 27 years 1 month 09/04/1981 05/05/1981 Elected at by‐election 09/03/1954 Fermanagh and South Tyrone Anti H‐Block

Stephen Dorrell  [2] 29 years 2 months 05/05/1981 20/08/1981 Death of previously youngest MP 25/03/1952 Loughborough Conservative

Owen Carron  [1] 28 years 3 months 20/08/1981 13/05/1983 ^ Elected at by‐election 01/03/1953 Fermanagh and South Tyrone Anti H‐Block

Charles Kennedy 23 years 7 months 09/06/1983 12/03/1987 Elected at general election 25/11/1959 Ross, Cromarty and Skye Social Democrat

Matthew Taylor 24 years 2 months 12/03/1987 08/04/1997 ^ Elected at by‐election 03/01/1963 Truro Liberal

Christopher Leslie  24 years 11 months 01/05/1997 22/06/2000 Elected at general election 28/06/1972 Shipley Labour

David Lammy 27 years 11 months 22/06/2000 18/09/2003 Elected at by‐election 19/07/1972 Tottenham Labour

Sarah Teather 29 years 3 months 18/09/2003 11/04/2005 ^ Elected at by‐election 01/06/1974 Brent East Liberal Democrat

Jo Swinson 25 years 3 months 05/05/2005 24/07/2009 Elected at general election 05/02/1980 East Dunbartonshire Liberal Democrat

Chloe Smith 27 years 2 months 24/07/2009 12/04/2010 ^ Elected at by‐election 17/05/1982 Norwich North Conservative

Pamela Nash 25 years 11 months 06/05/2010 ‐ Elected at general election 24/06/1984 Airdrie and Shotts Labour

Key:
[1] = Bobby Sands and Owen Carron were elected as Anti H‐Block MPs and did not take their seats; For this reason Stephen Dorrell
remained the youngest MP sitting in the House of Commons. 
[2] = Became the youngest MP for a second time, on the death of Bobby Sands on 05 May 1981.

^Date of the dissolution of Parliament (MPs cease to be MPs at dissolution)
*Sources: Members Database; Members Names Service
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