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Are “Stranger-Danger” Programs Effective?

In 1984 11E NatioNAL CENTER FOR MisSING & EXpLOITED
Children® (NCMEC) was created as the
clearinghouse federally mandated by the U.S.
Congress to assist families and law enforcement
in cases of missing and exploited children. In
that role we are happy to share our general
philosophy and information about resources
regarding safety and prevention education.

The National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children does not ascribe to the “stranger-danger”
message. We have learned that children do not
have the same understanding of whom a
stranger is as an adult might; therefore, it is a
difficult concept for children to grasp. It is
much more beneficial for children to help them
build the confidence and self-esteem they need
to stay as safe as possible in any potentially
dangerous situation they encounter rather than
teaching them to be “on the lookout” for a
particular type of person. The “stranger-danger”
message is not effective, and, based on what
we know about those who harm children,
danger to children is greater from someone they
or their family knows than from a “stranger.”

“By telling children to ‘never talk to strangers,’
you are also eliminating any potential assistance
if they are lost or separated from you,” stated
Nancy A. McBride, the Director of Prevention
Education at NCMEC. “Children need to know
that there are adults who can help them, if they
are in trouble. People such as uniformed law-
enforcement officers or security guards, store
salespeople with a nametag, people with a
nametag working at information booths, or
mothers with children can be ‘safe helpers’ if
your child is separated from you and needs help
in finding you.”

For decades, parents, guardians, and teachers
have told children to “stay away from
strangers,” in an effort to keep them safer. In
response to the ongoing debate about the
effectiveness of such programs, NCMEC

released the research-based Guidelines for
Programs to Reduce Child Victimization: A
Resource for Communities When Choosing
a Program to Teach Personal Safety to Children
to assist schools and communities as they
select curricula and programs aimed at reducing
crimes against children.
NCMEC created its Education Standards
Task Force in 1997 to assess leading research
and tap the best thinking to create meaningful,
usable guidelines and criteria for child-safety
curricula. The Task Force concluded, “While
virtually every school conducts some sort of
child-safety program for its students, most are
inadequate and few offer the kind of positive,
comprehensive, research-based, grade-
and age-appropriate curricula that is
necessary.” It also concluded that all training
and educational materials proposed for use
by schools and organizations that serve
children should
e Be based on accepted educational theories
e Be appropriate for the age, educational, and
developmental levels of the child

e Offer concepts that will help children build
self-confidence and self-esteem in order to
better handle and protect themselves in all
types of situations

e Have multiple program components that are
repeated several years in a row

* Employ qualified presenters who use role-
playing, behavioral rehearsal, feedback, and
active participation

These Guidelines “provide a framework for
communities when selecting safety programs and
making curriculum decisions, in order for school
decision-makers to provide the most effective
program possible” and one that
e children will enjoy and understand
e will change children’s behavior to help

keep them safer
(continued page 3)

Kids’ Safety Day

Turee U.S. Senstors, IN conjuncrion with NCMEC,
held the first annual Kids’ Safety Day in October.
The event was held in an effort to educate their
colleagues in Congress, their staff members,
and young children about a variety of important
emergency safety tips.

U.S. Senators Mike DeWine (R-Ohio),
Blanche Lincoln (D-Arkansas), and Richard
Shelby (R-Alabama), Cochairs of the Senate
Caucus for Missing, Exploited, and Runaway
Children, kicked off the Capitol Hill event, along
with NCMEC President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Ernie Allen.

“As a parent and as a member of this caucus,
I am increasingly made aware of the growing
vulnerability of our children,” Senator DeWine
said. “Child predators lurk on the Internet and
the rate at which children are separated from
their parents is alarming. Kids’ Safety Day gives
us the opportunity to teach children Internet
safety and offer them the option of being
fingerprinted and receiving a photo ID card.”

“As a mother myself, I understand how a
parent’s greatest fear is that a child will
be abducted,” Senator Lincoln said.

(continued page 3)
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President’s Message

In 1990 at the
COMDEX/Fall
computer-industry
trade show in Las
Vegas, Nevada, | had
the opportunity to
demonstrate our new
age-progression
application to 1,400
industry leaders. | showed them a photograph of
Clark Honda, a little boy missing from California
for five years, and then what we think Clark looked
like that day in the form of an image generated
through a combination of art and science. The
technology leaders were moved and suddenly
realized that what we were attempting to do could
actually demonstrate the power of technology to
solve complex, difficult social problems. Many of

them rallied to our cause, and NCMEC became a

living laboratory and showcase for the power of

technology. Many companies stepped forward and
became our partners. What did we do?

» We built a network for transmitting images and
information across the country and around the
world, almost instantly. It used to take days or
weeks to receive and disseminate a missing
child's photograph. Today it takes minutes.

 We created a web site, www.missingkids.com,
reaching a global audience with images and
information about missing children, child-safety
materials for families and law enforcement, and
an online reporting mechanism.

* We created a Searchable Image Database to
provide vital child-identification services for law
enforcement, create posters, and disseminate
these posters in minutes. Today thousands visit
our web site daily, enter descriptors, and search
our online database of missing children.

* We established a CyberTipline, www.cybertipline.com,
for reporting child sexual exploitation, which has
handled more than 183,000 leads through
December 2003, 81,000 of them in 2003 alone,
resulting in hundreds of arrests and successful
prosecutions.

» We built the Child Victim |dentification Program
(CVIP), working with federal, state, and local

law enforcement to identify children being used to
produce pornographic images. Already more than
190 children have been successfully identified.

* We expanded our age progression application, with
453 long-term missing children successfully
located, and 17 unidentified deceased children
identified as a result of our imaging specialists' work
on facial reconstructions.

* We built a Case Analysis Unit, which receives free
access to public and private-sector databases to
assess leads, perform link-and-pattern analysis on
thousands of cases, profile abductors, and track
down abductors.

* We developed NetSmartz, an Internet safety program
featuring original, 3D animated characters and
interactive lessons with audio, sound effects, and
state-of-the-art special effects. Our vision was to
replicate the old Children's Television Workshop
from Public Television by creating characters and
content that would resonate with children of the
Internet generation just as Big Bird and Bert and
Ernie did for the TV generation. Today NetSmartz is
in 3,100 Boys & Girls Clubs of America, available
online at www.NetSmartz.org, and being expanded
to other settings.

There is much more that we have done in this time.
Yet, after this decade-long experiment, we must ask,
"Did technology really make a difference?" In 1990
NCMEC's recovery rate was 62 percent. Since then it
has climbed to 94 percent. Technology has changed
the way we search for our missing children.

But where do we go from here? In October NCMEC
convened a small brainstorming session, bringing
together Rick Minicucci, our Chief Technology Officer;
Peg Flick, our Chief Information Officer; and other
NCMEC officials along with J. Paul Grayson, the
high-tech entrepreneur and father of the Chili for
Children Cook-Off at COMDEX-Fall, which generated
nearly $4 million from computer companies to
support NCMEC technology and much more in
hardware, software, and in-kind support. We asked,
"What should NCMEC look like 10 years from now?
Should we assume that in the future we will just do
more of what we are doing now and do it better?" We

agreed that we need to think boldly about the future
and ensure that we are prepared for sweeping change.
The result of that exercise is our new 2004 Technology
Plan. In its preamble the plan states, "There is a
correct vision of a child's place in the world and the
certain knowledge that protecting children is good and
harming them evil. Consequently, NCMEC's vision is
of a world where child abduction and sexual exploitation
do not exist. NCMEC is convinced this is possible by
building on our current success and simultaneously
finding and deploying new 'Star Wars' technologies that
can completely defeat those who abduct or sexually
exploit children."

A key part of our strategy for achieving this end will

be employing and applying technology as never before.

Our new plan lists three primary areas of focus.

They are

* Preventing child victimization through education,
community organization, and child monitoring and
supervision

e Tracking and recovering those children who do
become missing

* |dentifying and prosecuting offenders who prey on
children

We will seek to make NCMEC the nation's expert
resource on new technology for child recovery, tracking,
and identification, and we will seek to maximize the
use and impact of proven NCMEC technical capabilities.
We have demonstrated the power of technology to
bring more missing children home and make every
child safer. Our 2004 Technology Plan will take this
effort to an entirely new level.

iﬁf;@_zg/;ﬁh -J'I

Ernie Allen, President and Chief Executive Officer
National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children
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“Stranger-Danger”
Programs (cont’d)

These Guidelines include a “Preparation
Checklist,” “Curriculum Scorecard,” and
“Program Evaluation Checklist” along with
additional safety and prevention information.
They can be ordered by calling 1-800-THE-LOST
(1-800-843-5678) orvisiting www.missingkids.com.

Kids’ Safety Day
(cont’d)

She added, “We must increase awareness
of what to do if a child [is] missing. If Congress
leads the way in making this problem a national
priority, it can be the first step in a concerted
effort on the part of lawmakers, communities,
and law-enforcement agencies to help find
missing children and return them to their
families.”

“As a grandfather of two young children, I
have become more aware of the safety risks
our kids face everyday,” Senator Shelby said.
“Kids’ Safety Day served a great purpose in
giving local children the opportunity to be
fingerprinted, obtain a photo ID card, and learn
about Internet safety. We were also able to
provide Senators, Members of Congress, and
staff with resources so they may spread the
word to their constituencies about how to keep
our kids safe. I applaud NCMEC for their
assistance with this event, and I look forward
to a continued partnership with them.”

The open house featured a number of
important programs and demonstrations. The
U.S. Capitol Police provided a station for
children to have pictures taken for photo
identification cards and offered a fingerprinting
booth. NCMEC also offered demonstrations on
Internet safety and its CyberTipline for reporting
crimes online, forensic imaging, and the
LOCATER® program—a cutting-edge software
program that enables law-enforcement agencies
to rapidly distribute critical images and
information about missing-child cases.

Child Kidnappings
#2 Concern
Among Families

A NEW NATIONAL SURVEY COMMISSIONED BY HONEYWELL
and NCMEC shows abductions and kidnappings
are the number-two safety concern among
parents and grandparents, but reveals an
alarming lack of information about child-safety
resources and prevention strategies.

The survey found that only drugs are a
greater child-safety concern among parents
and grandparents.' Despite the concern, more
than one-third of respondents did not know
that children are more likely to be
kidnapped or abducted by someone they know
than by someone they don’t, and only 7
percent of parents and 3 percent of grandparents
were aware that teenagers are at the greatest
risk.2 Although nearly 75 percent of respondents
feel better informed than their parents were,’
only about 15 percent were very familiar with
NCMEC, the nation’s leading resource on
abduction and kidnapping prevention
and education.

In response to the urgent need for more
prevention information, Honeywell and NCMEC
announced a new partnership to aggressively
promote abduction prevention in communities
throughout the United States. Leading the
partnership for Honeywell and NCMEC is Revé
Walsh, the founding mother of NCMEC, whose
6-year-old son Adam was kidnapped and
murdered in 1981. Revé and her husband John
lobbied Congress to create NCMEC and have
been leading advocates for children throughout
the past two decades.

“The Honeywell/NCMEC team will bring
valuable safety and abduction prevention
information to parents, guardians, teachers,
and communities,” said Walsh. “Education and
awareness are the keys to preventing
abduction and exploitation of children. This
partnership will provide a strong loud voice
for our children.”

A cornerstone of the partnership is
Honeywell and NCMEC’s “Got 2B Safe! Think
Smart and Take Charge!” child-safety education

program. The program, produced in association
with Weekly Reader, was delivered to more
than 25,000 third-grade teachers across the
United States at the beginning of this school
year. “Got 2B Safe!” contains safety tips, hands
on activities, and valuable strategies for helping
children be safer at school, home, and play.

“From classrooms across the country to the
neighborhoods they work in, Honeywell and
its employees have taken a leading role in
empowering children to learn the skills they
need to make themselves safer,” said Ernie
Allen, President and CEO of NCMEC. “In
becoming a national sponsor of NCMEC,
Honeywell has broadened our reach into
communities and provided a means to educate
families. We’re thrilled to have them on
our team.”

The NCMEC partnership is part of
Honeywell’s dynamic new community outreach
initiative, Honeywell Hometown Solutions. The
initiative channels the company’s giving
programs and volunteer efforts into three
areas that complement Honeywell’s products
and services portfolio: Family Safety and
Security, Housing and Shelter, and Science and
Math Education.

“Honeywell is committed to the issue of
family safety and security and we are proud to
be joining hands with NCMEC to bring educational
resources and awareness of child-abduction
prevention strategies to communities across the
country,” said Tom Buckmaster, President of
Honeywell Hometown Solutions. “Our employees
are ready to play an important role in this
partnership by helping to spread the word
about resources available to parents
and grandparents.”

Honeywell employees in communities
across the country will attend training sessions
hosted by NCMEC and be given materials they
can share in their own communities to help
educate parents and grandparents about where
to go for information on keeping their
children safer.

Missing and Exploited Children Survey. New York,
New York: RoperASW, September 23, 2003, page 12.
?ld., page 9.

3d., page 33.

“Id., page 47.
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Storm No Match
for NCMEC Staff

TRroPICAL STORM ISABEL LEFT MUCH OF VIRGINIA IN THE
dark without electricity, but that did not stop
NCMEC staffers from creating and disseminating
amissing child’s poster. On September 19, Gina
Long, an NCMEC Photo Imaging Specialist,
received a call from Matt Glazier of NCMEC’s
Hotline about a new nonfamily abduction case
in California. The mother of an 11-year-old girl
feared that a man who had threatened to
abduct her daughter had actually done so.
Long was the NCMEC staff member on call
that weekend who was responsible for creating
posters of endangered missing children and
could normally do that from her home, but was
without power because of the storm. Prior to
learning of the child’s disappearance, Long’s
family had begun to use the batteries from the
family automobiles to provide electricity to the
refrigerator and sump pump. Otherwise, they
were in the dark. Given the urgency of this case,
Long and her husband immediately unhooked
the refrigerator and worked to get Long’s laptop
computer connected, through the car battery
inverter, to the Internet and NCMEC’s computer
network. Glazier then sent Long, via electronic
mail, the child’s photograph and the other key
information needed to create the poster. Upon
completion of the poster, Long found that one
button she needed to use to upload the poster
to NCMEC’s web site was not working on her
“emergency”’ home computer setup. Long
called Glazier and he went to the computer in
her office. She talked him through the uploading
process where he was able to “hit” the button
and get the poster onto NCMEC’s web site.
Shortly after that Glazier let Long know that
they needed a Spanish translation of the poster
as well. Ju'Reise Colon, who is fluent in both
English and Spanish, was working at the Hotline
and immediately provided a translation of the
poster. When Long once again had difficulties
with her “emergency” computer hook up,
Colon also offered to go onto Long’s computer
at the office and together they worked their way
through the problem so that version of the
information could also be posted on NCMEC'’s
web site. Between Long, Glazier, and Colon, in

about three hours and despite the weather
conditions, the child’s photograph and
information, in both English and Spanish, were
posted worldwide at NCMEC’s and other
corporate partners’ web sites along with being
sent via electronic mail to NCMEC
poster partners. The good news is the child
was located in October and reunited with
her mother.

U.S. Forest Service
Teams With NCMEC
Training Division

IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP A COOPERATIVE AWARENESS AND
training program for 32,000 land-management
employees in the U.S. Forest Service, their Dr.
Tony Kern joined NCMEC’s Jimmy Ryce Law
Enforcement Training Center in October for a
four-month stay.

Annually about 214 million people visit
their 12,000 National Forest recreational sites.
“If we could get photographs of missing children
and training to camp-ground employees, we
would be able to have a great impact,” said Dr.
Kern. The goal is to reach all the forest
employees who interact with the public. This
will be a daunting task since there is no
national program for Forest Service employees
because “The Forest Service is very decentralized,”
said Kern.

In addition to reaching out to the Forest
Service employees to help keep children safe,
Kern hopes the program will also send a message
to would-be kidnappers who think they can
hide in the forests without the risk of getting
caught. “They are not safe anywhere, not even
in the forest because the pictures will be out
there and the training will be out there,”
said Kern.

Dr. Kern brings with him a wealth of experience
including his current position as the director
of the largest non-military government aviation
program in the world. He is also a university
professor and has three graduate degrees. He
is an award-winning author of five books on
human performance and was the chief pilot,
instructor, and flight examiner of B-1B bomber
combat crew squadrons.

Internet Crimes
Against Children
Task Forces Grow

A key NCMEC PARTNERSHIP 1S THE ONE WiTH THE U.S.
Department of Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention (QJJDP) that
involves a program known as the Internet
Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Forces.
Created through federal legislation in 1998, the
ICAC Task Force program has grown from 10
regional task forces at its inception to what will
be 45 this spring.

According to Ronald C. Laney, the OJJDP
Associate Administrator for this program, “The
need for increased protection of children
through this electronic medium is evidenced
by the exponential rise in Internet users
younger than 18.” The U.S. Department of
Justice’s Office for Victims of Crime estimated
10 million children were online in 2001, and
that number is expected to reach 77 million
by 2005." The University of New Hampshire’s
Crimes against Children Research Center
conducted an online victimization study of
1,501 children, aged 10 to 17 in 1999, who
regularly used the Internet.

The study revealed, among other things that,
in the prior year, 1 in 4 teens surveyed had an
unwanted exposure to pictures of naked people
or people having sex. About 1 in 5 teens
received a sexual solicitation or approach over
the Internet. One in 17 were either threatened
or harassed, and 1 in 33 received an aggressive
sexual solicitation in which a solicitor asked
to meet them somewhere; called them on the
telephone; or sent them regular mail, money,
or gifts. Alarmingly, only about one quarter of
the youth who encountered a sexual solicitation
or approach told a parent, and less than 10
percent of sexual solicitations and only 3 percent
of unwanted exposure episodes were reported
to authorities.”

In an effort to improve reporting and interdict
child exploitation through the Internet, NCMEC
created the Exploited Child Unit (ECU).
Michelle Collins, the Unit’s Program Manager,
reports that ECU receives more than 2,000
reports each week from parents and institutions



regarding illegal or threatening behavior
involving children. These reports are often
referred to one or more of the Task Forces for
further investigation. Each Task Force is
responsible for a large geographic area as
depicted in the map.

In addition to following up on those leads,
ICAGCs are responsible for conducting under-
cover operations where individual offenders
and commercial sites containing pornographic
images of children are identified. The increasing
levels of offender sophistication coupled with
the complexity of the technology exploited by
those offenders require investigators to maintain
high levels of training. In response OJJDP
created an ICAC Training & Technical Assistance
Division so that not only Task Force personnel,
but also law-enforcement officials throughout
the country would have access to the resources
they need to combat this pervasive problem.

Working in concert with the Fox Valley
Technical College, based in Appleton, Wisconsin,
this new division has created two week-long
training programs. One is for newly assigned Task
Force personnel, known as the ICAC Investigative
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South Carolina

OJJDP’s Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Forces

Techniques Training program, and a second
course, open to all law-enforcement officers,
builds on NCMEC’s Protecting Children Online
(PCO) program. This four-and-one-half day
intensive lab-based course known as PCO II,
along with the ICAC Investigator’s course, are
now available.

In addition a number of highly specialized
training courses have been conducted to combat
emerging problems. One such emerging threat
to children involves file-sharing programs,
commonly known as peer-to-peer programs.
The Training & Technical Assistance Division
funded a two-day training program, taught by
two Task Force members that resulted in the
development of more than 1,100 investigative
leads involving illegal activity in 47 states and
59 countries.

The sheer volume of illegal activity and number
of potential victims who are now online and
vulnerable to exploitation through the Internet
requires a multifaceted approach to child
protection. This means that beyond the
investigative components, a wide range of
prevention and education activities are needed.
Two sources for those resources can be found
atwww.missingkids.com and www.NetSmartz.org
or by calling 1-800-843-5678. The Training &
Technical Assistance Division is working with
NCMEC and the Task Forces to create model
prevention and education programs along with
a series of public-service announcements for
each state. In short, we recognize that we will

never “arrest our way out of this problem” and
must, therefore, partner with federal, state, and
local law enforcement; communities; schools;
and civic organizations in an effort to increase
awareness and provide children and parents
with the skills necessary to keep them safer
while using all the wonderful resources found
on the Internet.

For more information about the ICAC Task
Force program and resources available to help
keep children safer while online, please visit
the Training & Technical Assistance web site at
www.icactraining.org or contact the Project
Director Brad Russ at 603-862-7031.

YInternet Crimes Against Children” in Office for
Victims of Crime Bulletin. Washington, DC: U.S.
Department of Justice, February 2002, page 2.
David Finkelhor, Kimberly J. Mitchell, and Janis
Wolak. Online Victimization: A Report on the
Nation's Youth. Alexandria, Virginia: National Center
for Missing & Exploited Children, June 2002, page ix.

Help Us Update
Our Information

PLEASE FORGIVE US IF THERE WERE ANY ERRORS IN THE
information on the mailing label attached to
this bulletin. To help us correct those
errors, please mark changes next to the label
and fax that page to Terri Delaney at
703-274-2158, or mail it to her at NCMEC, 699
Prince Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3175.
Thank you.



NCMEC Law-Enforcement Resources

Through December 2003 NCMEC has assisted
in the recovery of more than 95,000 missing
children and received reports about more than
183,000 cases of sexually exploited children.
To help law enforcement in these cases,
NCMEC offers

Age Enhancement, Facial Reconstruction, and
Imaging/Identification Services. NCMEC provides
computerized age progression of the photographs
of long-term missing children, reconstruction of
facial images from morgue photographs of unidentified
deceased juveniles so that posters may be made
to assist in the child's identification, computer
assistance in creating artist composites, assistance
in identifying children whose images are found in
confiscated pornography, and training in imaging
applications and techniques.

AMBER Alert. NCMEC assists cities, towns, states,
and regions across the United States in the
implementation of America's Missing: Broadcast
Emergency Response, which is a voluntary partnership
between law-enforcement agencies and broadcasters
to activate an urgent bulletin "over the airwaves"
in the most serious child-abduction cases. NCMEC
works closely with the U.S. Department of Justice’s
AMBER Alert Coordinator, Deborah Daniels, on
implementing the AMBER Alert nationwide, and
NCMEC Vice President and Chief Operating Officer,
John B. Rabun Jr., is a member of the U.S.
Department of Justice’s AMBER Advisory Group.

Branches. To receive information about the services
offered by NCMEC's branches, please call them
directly using the numbers listed on page 5.

Case Analysis. NCMEC's Case Analysis and
Support Division assesses leads and provides the
most usable, relevant information possible to law
enforcement and state clearinghouses. Using
NCMEC databases, external data sources, and
geographic-information databases, analysts track
leads, identify patterns between cases, and help
coordinate investigations by linking cases together.

Child-Protection Education and Prevention.
NCMEC/Florida is the central point for NCMEC
child-protection education and prevention. To learn

more about prevention programs and publications to
assist with educational needs, call NCMEC/FL toll-
free at 1-866-476-2338.

CyberTipline at www.cybertipline.com. This
initiative allows online computer users and Internet
Service Providers (ISPs) to report information
regarding the possession, manufacture, and
distribution of pornographic images of children; online
enticement of children for sexual acts; child victims of
prostitution; sex tourism involving child victims; molesta-
tion of children "not in the family"; and unsolicited obscene
material sent to children.

Exploited Child Unit. NCMEC's Exploited Child Unit
(ECU) serves as a resource center for the public,
parents, guardians, law enforcement, and others
regarding issues of sexual exploitation of children. ECU
analysts process CyberTipline reports, disseminate
leads, and provide technical assistance to federal,
state, local, and international law-enforcement agencies
investigating cases involving the sexual exploitation
of children. The ECU can perform Internet, public-
record database, and CyberTipline historical searches.
The ECU has developed an evidence guide, the Child
Victim Identification Project, containing text descriptions,
identifiers, and a list of partial filenames for each
identified child-victim series. They also maintain a
list of law-enforcement officers with technical expertise
and Internet Service Providers.

Family Advocacy Division. NCMEC's Family Advocacy
Division provides case-specific intervention designed
to enhance service delivery to the children and parents
served by NCMEC. The Division proactively works with
families, law enforcement, and family-advocacy
agencies to provide technical assistance, referrals,
and crisis-intervention services. The Division's team
also triages cases of extra-familial child exploitation
upon request of the family and/or law enforcement
and provides appropriate referrals, support, and case
follow up. The Division also serves as a resource for
NCMEC's Missing Children's Division, International
Division, and Exploited Child Unit.

A 24-hour, toll-free Hotline: 1-800-THE-LOST®
(1-800-843-5678). NCMEC's Communications Center
receives toll-free calls from Canada, Europe, Mexico,

and the United States; handles lead/sighting information
received from the public via the toll-free Hotline and
"voice-over" calls received through NCMEC's web site;
provides assistance to professionals and families in
the search for missing children and attempt to assist
sexually exploited children; handles requests from
families with travel-reunification needs; assists
hearing-impaired callers and coordinates access to
communicate with callers in 140 different languages;
provides direct after-hours assistance to law enforcement;
and provides safety information to help prevent the
abduction and sexual exploitation of children. The
NCMEC Hotline also manages the Child Pornography
Tipline on behalf of the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (formerly U.S. Customs Service), U.S.
Postal Inspection Service, and Federal Bureau
of Investigation.

Infant-Abduction Prevention Program. NCMEC
provides technical assistance to nursing associations,
hospital-security associations, and law-enforcement
agencies and also conducts site assessments of
healthcare facilities regarding the prevention of
newborn and infant abductions and the investigation
of such cases.

International Computer Network. NCMEC is linked
via online services with 50 state clearinghouses plus
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police in Canada, New Scotland
Yard in the United Kingdom, Belgium Gendarmerie, the
Netherlands Politie, Australia National Police, SOS
Crianga in Brazil, Interpol, U.S. Secret Service Forensic
Services Division, U.S. Department of State, and
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
allowing the instant transmission of images and
information about missing-child cases.

International Division. NCMEC's International
Division assists parents, law enforcement, attorneys,
and others in finding and bringing home children who
are the victims of international abduction by providing
technical assistance; networking with other organi-
zations; offering information about parental support
groups; offering travel assistance, through the U.S.
Department of Justice's Office of Victims of Crime, to
parents who are financially unable to recover their
children once found in another country; and providing



information to the worldwide radio network, Voice of
America, for their "Child Alert" broadcasts.

Legal Resource Division. NCMEC's Legal Resource
Division (LRD) trains and assists federal, state, and
local judges; prosecutors; law-enforcement officers;
and other related professionals in such areas as
investigative protocols, trial tactics and strategies,
legal research, civil-liability issues, and the use of
experts both as consultants and witnesses in trial. It
also assists in the analysis of proposed legislation,
public-policy issues, and best-practice models for the
investigation and prosecution of crimes against children.

LOCATER. This Lost Child Alert Technology Resource
provides law enforcement, free-of-charge, the tools
needed to quickly disseminate images of and
information about missing children.

Missing Children's Division. Staff members within
the Missing Children's Division work with families of
missing and abducted children and the investigating
law-enforcement agencies to provide technical
assistance and all available search resources. Staff
members also maintain up-to-date case information,
maintain regular contact with families and investigative
agencies, certify and prepare posters for dissemination,
update the posting of that information on NCMEC's
web site, and coordinate features such as "broadcast"
fax and targeted poster distribution to quickly disseminate
vital information regarding missing and abducted children
to key locations throughout the nation. The Cold Case
Review Unit within the Missing Children's Division
works with families, law enforcement, and medical
examiners to resolve long-term, missing-child cases.

NetSmartz Workshop®. This is an educational
resource for children of all ages, parents, guardians,
teachers, and law enforcement on how to stay safer
while on the Internet. I[ts many educational tools and
games can be viewed at www.NetSmartz.org and is a
collaborative effort among NCMEC, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America, the U.S. Department of Justice, and
corporate sponsors.

Photo and Poster Distribution. Through a network
of more than 400 active private-sector partners, millions
of photographs of missing children have been
disseminated. NCMEC maintains an up-to-date
database of missing-children posters on the

CompuServe® and state clearinghouse private bulletin-
board computer networks. NCMEC also coordinates
national media exposure of missing-children cases
through its partnership with major television networks,
leading nationwide publications, and major corporations.

Project ALERT. America's Law Enforcement Retiree
Team is composed of skilled, retired, law-enforcement
officers who can travel and provide free, on-site
assistance to hard-pressed local law enforcement in
difficult missing- or exploited-child cases.

Public Affairs. NCMEC's Office of Public Affairs acts
as a liaison with all media, coordinates television and
radio talk-show appearances and other public-service
media shows, and distributes photographs and posters
of missing children to photo partners such as
Wal-Mart® for posting in their stores and ADVO® for
mail-card distribution in up to 85 million households
throughout the country each week.

Team Adam. Patterned after the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board's system for sending specialists
to the site of serious transportation incidents, Team
Adam sends trained, retired, law-enforcement officers
to the site of serious child abductions and cases of
child sexual exploitation. These "rapid-response"
specialists, who work in full cooperation with federal,
state, and local law-enforcement agencies, advise and
assist local investigators, provide access to NCMEC's
extensive resources, and assist the victim's family and
media as appropriate.

Training. NCMEC provides training in all aspects of
missing- and exploited-child cases. NCMEC's investigators'
courses are conducted at regional sites; the Jimmy
Ryce Law Enforcement Training Center in Alexandria,
Virginia; and the Polisseni Law Enforcement Training
Center in Rochester, New York. These courses range
from regional, investigative training sessions to policy-
development seminars.

www.missingkids.com. To obtain the most up-to-date
information about child safety; view pictures of missing
children; and/or learn more about available resources,
including NCMEC's publications, visit NCMEC's award-
winning web site powered and supported by Sun
Microsystems® and Computer Associates ™.

Law Enforcement
Success in Combating
Internet Sex Crimes

LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES IS BEGINNING O
have notable success in their effort to combat
Internet-related sex crimes against children
according to a new study titled /nternet Sex
Crimes Against Minors: The Response of Law
Enforcement. The study pointed to more than
2,500 estimated arrests for such crimes from
July 1, 2000, through June 30, 2001; extensive
cooperation among local, state, and federal
agencies; and the effective use of undercover
sting operations as some indicators of success.
In addition prosecutions of these Internet-
related crimes appear to be more successful
than prosecutions for other child sex crimes.
“This study provides the first research-
based national overview of how sex offenders
are using the Internet to exploit children and
law-enforcement agencies are responding,”
stated NCMEG President and CEO Ernie Allen.
“It documents how this problem confronts law
enforcement all across the country at every level
and emphasizes the importance of continued
training, education, and prevention efforts.”
Through its cooperative agreement with the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention, NCMEC commissioned
the study conducted by the Crimes against Children
Research Center at the University of New Hampshire.
The study found law enforcement pursuing
Internet sex crime in a variety of ways. Nearly
40 percent of arrested offenders were involved
in criminal relationships with actual children,
which were mostly reported to law enforcement
by victims, their families, and other individuals.
A quarter of the arrests came from undercover
operations in which agents, posing as minors
on the Internet, were themselves solicited for
sexual acts. Slightly more than one-third of the
arrests were of offenders who had not solicited
victims, but had used the Internet to download
and trade pornographic images of children.
These criminal activities were of a generally
serious nature. For example 83 percent of
arrested offenders who possessed pornographic
images of children had (continued page 8)



What'’s Up On the Web?

National Update

Due to the increasing number of reports being
received on NCMEC's CyberTipline, additional pages
have been created for the “Sexual Exploitation” sec-
tion of the web site in an effort to educate the public
about the issue of child sexual exploitation. These new
pages are more extensive, informative, and edu-
cational and include a special section addressing the
common problem of spam and a “Frequently Asked
Questions” section to help address the questions and
concerns of people who make a report of child sexual
exploitation.

The "Partners" section of the web site has been
redesigned to include a larger list of NCMEC
partnerships including a list of "Premier" and "Gold"
partners. The new "Partners" section also provides
information about opportunities for corporate
partnerships and how people can help. Visitors can
download information regarding events, financial
reports, and partnership/sponsor opportunities.

International Update
The Global Missing Children's Network (GMCN) is a

network comprised of web sites from 14 different

countries. The web sites feed into a central multilingual
database that features information about and
photographs of missing children. Participants in the
network are given access to a web-site interface,
which allows them to customize their country’s web
site to meet their needs. They are also able to

Law Enforcement
Success (cont’d)

sexual images of children between the ages of
6 and 12 and 80 percent had images that
explicitly depicted the sexual penetration of minors.

The research, based on a national survey
of law-enforcement agencies and more than
600 interviews with criminal investigators,
highlighted the complex nature of the
challenges posed by Internet sex crimes against
minors. Because offenders often reside far from
their victims and violate both state and federal
law, most of the investigations involved agencies
in multiple jurisdictions, and in nearly half, a
federal agency as well, such as the Federal

create posters, using the information they enter into
the missing-children database.

There are more than 3,900 missing children
featured in the network. Of those children, more
than 1,700 are from countries other than the
United States.

Current web sites include

Argentina - ar.missingkids.com
Australia — au.missingkids.com
Belgium — be.missingkids.com

Brazil — br.missingkids.com

Canada — ca.missingkids.com

Chile — cl.missingkids.com

[taly — it.missingkids.com

Malaysia — my.missingkids.com
Mexico — mx.missingkids.com
Netherlands — nl.missingkids.com
South Africa — za.missingkids.com
Spain — es.missingkids.com

United Kingdom — uk.missingkids.com
United States — www.missingkids.com

Members of the network from Brazil, Canada,
Chile, and Italy attended age-progression training
in October at NCMEC headquarters. The next training
session is scheduled for February 2004. NCMEC is
currently in discussions with Costa Rica, France,
Greece, India, Ireland, Peru, the Philippines, Poland,
and Russia about new web sites in each of these
countries.

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) or the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service.

In spite of this complexity, the report found
that 95 percent of the state and 93 percent of
the federal prosecutions led to convictions. The
report attributed some of this success to the
extensive electronic evidence that frequently
exists when crimes involve the Internet.

The report urged continued training for law
enforcement in the techniques for combating
Internet sex crimes, with particular emphasis
on methods for multijurisdictional
cooperation. To read or receive a copy of the
report, please visit “Featured Publications” at
www.missingkids.com. It may also be ordered
by calling 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678).

Pornographic Video
Victimizing Children
Leads to Arrest

IN May 2003, WHILE ASSISTING THE NAVAL CRIMINAL
Investigative Service (NCIS) with an Identification
Request, staff members in the National Center
for Missing & Exploited Children’s Child Victim
Identification Project (CVIP) reviewed a
21-minute video of an adult male sexually
assaulting two prepubescent gitls. After watching
the disturbing video, CVIP Analysts concluded
that this movie was the ideal candidate for
Image and Audio Analysis.

CVIP Analysts began an aggressive
campaign to identify the children and
perpetrator featured in the movie. CVIP
reviewed the video, frame-by-frame, and
documented a significant amount of
investigative clues.

The most unique identifier seen in the video
was a campaign poster reading, “Working with
Mayor Mike.” Although CVIP was confident that
the political campaign had no affiliation with
the criminal act that had occurred, the poster
was a critical element in identifying the
possible location of the exploitation. CVIP
firmly believed that this local poster would
reveal the location of the exploitation and
possibly the children and/or perpetrator. CVIP
approached a staff member from NCMEC’s
Government Relations Office requesting help
in identifying any mayors commonly referred
to as “Mayor Mike,” and provided CVIP with a
short list of possible mayors.

Representatives from NCMEC's International
and Family Advocacy Divisions provided
assistance with Audio Analysis. In the video,
the perpetrator is heard speaking Spanish to
the children. NCMEC was able to partially
translate the conversation resulting in a
speculation that the offender was not related
to the children.

CVIP notified Interpol and European law-
enforcement officials that NCMEC was actively
gathering details about this video. Within days
Swedish authorities contacted NCMEC
regarding a pornographic movie featuring
“Gordo” and the same two child victims. The
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most important clue from this movie was a radio
commercial heard in the background, which
included details for a current contest to win a
free lunch at a local Hartford, Connecticut,
restaurant. Based on the call letters heard in
the commercial, CVIP contacted the radio
station and confirmed the listening area for this
affiliate was Hartford and the surrounding area.
Further analysis revealed that, at the time the
video was made, Hartford’s mayor was known
as “Mayor Mike.” Given these corroborating
details, CVIP Analysts strongly believed the children
were in the Hartford, Connecticut, area.

The detailed Image and Audio Analysis
report was sent to the Connecticut State Police
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force,
along with screen shots of the background and
identifiers of the children and perpetrator
including tattoos, face shots, and audio clips.
The Connecticut State Police soon enlisted the
assistance of the United States Postal Inspection
Service (USPIS) and school resource officers
in an attempt to locate the children. Coordination
between USPIS and Interpol resulted in the
pornographic video and movie being mailed
to Connecticut law-enforcement authorities.

Upon request, NCMEC’s Forensic Imaging
Unit performed age progressions on the two
child victims, aging them five years to correspond
with the approximate date the video was made.
In an attempt to locate the victims, the Task
Force visited local schools with the age-
progressed pictures and located two girls who
closely resembled the child victims.

The Connecticut State Police and USPIS
worked countless hours in a tireless effort to
locate these children and the offender. Their
extensive investigation left no stone unturned
including a review of records from
Connecticut’s Department of Motor Vehicles,
the military, and law enforcement. In addition
they visited countless schools trying to identify
the child victims based on the photographs.

After this exhaustive investigation, the Task
Force positively identified the child victims
during an interview on October 8. The victims
are now 15 and 16 years of age. One of the
victims identified “Gordo” as the ex-boyfriend
of a relative. Law enforcement also identified a
third victim whom “Gordo” had filmed while
sexually assaulting. The following day

one of the victims told “Gordo” about the investi-
gation, It is believed that he immediately began
destroying potential evidence including his
computer and many videotapes.

A confidential informant contacted the
Hartford (Connecticut) Police Department with
a possible home address for “Gordo.” On
October 10 law enforcement descended upon
the address and confirmed with the United
States Postal Service (USPS) Letter Carrier the
identity of the resident. Law enforcement moved
in and arrested the resident, a 48-year-old male
who matched the physical description of
“Gordo.” The interior of the residence matched
that seen in the “Gordo” video.

As the saying goes, timing is everything. Law
enforcement learned that the arrested
individual had purchased an airline ticket to
Peru on the day before his arrest that had a
scheduled departure on the morning after his
arrest. A day later he would have already fled
the country.

According to the child victims “Gordo” had
originally approached them to “model” bathing
suits and lingerie. These photo sessions gradually
led to the sexual assault of the children. One
of the victims informed law enforcement that
the perpetrator had “hundreds” of videotapes
featuring the sexual exploitation of young children,
and law enforcement is still conducting
thorough searches in their efforts to identify
additional child victims.

NCMEC congratulates the many agencies
and individuals within those agencies whose
hard work and determination resulted in the
apprehension of this dangerous predator.
Specifically those agencies include the
Connecticut State Police, U.S. Postal Inspection
Service, Hartford Police Department, Interpol
and other European Authorities, U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, U.S. Department of
State, Department of the Navy - NCIS, Connecticut
State Office of Juvenile Probation, Connecticut
Department of Motor Vehicles, State of
Connecticut Department of Children &
Families, State of Connecticut Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner, and WDRC Radio Station in
Hartford, Connecticut.

NCMEC Staff Members
Receive Award for
Significant Contributions
to Law Enforcement

STAFF MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR MIssING &
Exploited Children were presented with Awards
of Achievement by the International Homicide
Investigators Association at its 10th annual
Symposium in Las Vegas, Nevada, in September.
Senior Case Manager Charles Pickett and Case
Analysis and Support Division Supervisor Cathy
Nahirny received the awards for significant
contributions to law enforcement, demonstrating
cooperation, and dedication to duty and
victims and their families.

Nahirny and Pickett significantly assisted in
the resolution of the long-standing unsolved
case involving the murders of 16-year-old Sofia
Silva and Kristin, 15, and Kati Lisk, 12, in
Spotsylvania, Virginia. It was their expertise and
attention to detail that helped law enforcement
learn the identity of the girls’ killer.

In June 2002 NCMEC received word about
a case in South Carolina in which a young girl
had been abducted but escaped from the man,
identified as Richard Marc Evonitz. Nahirny and
Pickett immediately saw the similarities in the
abductor’s behaviors between this case and
those of the Silva and Lisk cases. After public-record
searches were run in an attempt to determine
contact information for Evonitz, it was found
that he had lived in Spotsylvania, Virginia, the
same years the three girls were murdered. This
information was immediately forwarded to the
Spotsylvania County Sheriff’s Office. Authorities
went to South Carolina, and, after examination
of a substantial amount of forensic evidence,
Evonitz was conclusively linked to the homicides
of Sofia Silva and Kristin and Kati Lisk.

“It is always a proud day for NCMEC when
our team is recognized for their caring and
diligent work,” said NCMEC President and CEO
Ernie Allen. “Our job is to assist law enforcement
and offer prevention and other assistance to
families of victim children. Knowing that this
dangerous child predator was identified in
some part because of (continued page 10)
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Reunion

Missing for more than five years, Angie
Bryan-Hoercher has now been reunited with her
mother. In July 1998 Angie, now 11, went for a routine
visit with her father and wasn't returned to her mother
as scheduled. Angie's mother became suspicious
when she couldn't reach her ex-husband by telephone
after calling to check on Angie’s arrival. When Angie's
mother realized that they had left the state, she
contacted authorities to report her daughter as
having been abducted. For years Angie's left-behind
family members and law enforcement searched for her.

In October 2003 Angie and the abductor’s
photographs were featured in a mailing, by NCMEC
corporate partner ADVO, that was sent to millions of
homes. Shortly after that a tip was called into NCMEC's
Hotline from California stating that the abductor and
Angie were in Kauai, Hawaii. The caller was able to
provide an exact address that proved to be correct.
Child Welfare Services in Hawaii contacted Angie while
she was in school, and the abductor was arrested when
he arrived at school to pick her up. Angie’s mother then
flew to Hawaii to be reunited with her daughter.

Further investigation showed that, Angie’s
father had taken her to Hawaii where they lived with
a teacher and used the names Jonny and Lana Lee.
Angie’s father told the teacher that he was an artist
and Angie’s mother had abandoned them.

Award (cont d)

NCMEC's role in assisting the law-enforcement
investigators is truly satisfying.”

NCMEC also participated in the symposium
and made presentations to more than 600
attendees. Ben Ermini, Director of NCMEC’s
Missing Children’s Division, made a presentation
about that Division’s resources; Bob O’Brien,
NCMEC’s Team Adam Project Manager, made a
presentation about the Team Adam project and
resources; and Gerry Nance, NCMEC’s Case
Manager of Special Cases, made a presentation
about the Special Cases Unit of the National
Center for Missing & Exploited Children.

In addition NCMEC Team Adam Consultants
attended the Symposium. Team Adam was
launched on January 29, 2003, as a rapid-
response resource to assist law enforcement
with the search for missing children and
investigation of the abduction of children, while

Prevention
Information for
Families, Schools,
Community Groups,
and Law Enforcement

publications.

NCMEC PUBLISHES A WEALTH OF INFORMATION
regarding safety and prevention strategies.
Please visit our web site at www.missingkids.com
or call 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678)
to learn more about NCMEC's programs and
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at the same time providing assistance to victim
families. The project is funded by the Michael
and Susan Dell Foundation and consists of
retired, law-enforcement officers with a

background and experience in violent crimes,
crimes against children, multijurisdictional
cases, and command-post operations.

Team Adam Consultants and NCMEC staff members attending the International Homicide Investigators
Association Symposium include, in the front row left to right, Bill Hagmaier, Larry Upchurch, Sterling Epps, Tom
Locke, Bob O'Brien, Brenda Galarza, Ben Ermini, Lee Reed, Tom Rodgers, and Bob Snow. In the back row from
left to right are Duke Dietrich, John Hamilton, Pat Farley, Pat Farrell, Charles Massey, Noel Schultz, Dennis
Weaver, Bill Kennedy, Ron Olive, Arthur Feldman, and Steve Carroll.

Photograph by Stephanie Page-Mack for NCMEC.
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Truck Driver
Alerts About
Missing Kids

QUALCOMM® INCORPORATED, THE LEADER IN MOBILE
communications for the transportation industry,
and Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., the global leader in
retailing, have partnered to increase support
of the nation’s AMBER Plan program through
Wal-Mart’s newly created “Roadwatch: Missing
Child Alert” system. Together the companies will
issue the alerts that come through NCMEC to
drivers of Wal-Mart trucks nationwide via
QUALCOMM’s OmniTRACS® mobile commu-
nications system. This program expands Wal-Mart’s
“Missing Children’s Network” efforts to the
nation’s highways and watchful eyes of the
trucking fleet’s drivers. The “Missing Children’s
Network” is a partnership between Wal-Mart
and the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children.

“As the watchdogs of...highways [in this
country], truck drivers have the unique ability
to help identify and report vehicles and
individuals who may be involved in child
abductions,” said Chris Wolfe, President of
QUALCOMM Wireless Business Solutions. “By
providing timely AMBER alerts directly to drivers
in their cabs, we hope to assist in rescuing the
children who are abducted each year.”

“Wal-Mart is committed to helping keep
kids safe, and the ‘Roadwatch: Missing Child
Alert’ program allows us to expand our efforts
beyond the Wal-Mart stores to the highways,”
said Dave Reiff, Senior Vice President of
Transportation for Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. “We're
excited to deploy the ‘Roadwatch: Missing Child
Alert’ system and enable our truck drivers to
support the nation’s AMBER Plan program and
help contribute to the recovery of missing children
in the United States.”

The AMBER Plan is a voluntary partnership
between law-enforcement agencies and
broadcasters to activate an urgent bulletin in
the most serious child-abduction cases. It was
created in 1996 as a legacy to 9-year-old
Amber Hagerman who was kidnapped while
riding her bicycle in Arlington, Texas, and then

brutally murdered. In response to this heinous
crime, Dallas-Fort Worth broadcasters teamed
with local law enforcement to develop
an early warning system to help find
abducted children.

DNA Testing Identifies
Long-Term Missing
Child

Tue Narional CENTER FOR MissiNG & EXPLOITED
Children’s newly expanded partnership with
ChoicePoint® has resulted in the first identification
of the remains of a long-term missing child.
As part of an expanded charitable initiative,
the Bode Technology Group, a ChoicePoint
company, provides free deoxyribonucleic acid
(DNA) identification testing to NCMEC. Medical
examiners and coroners in the United States
submit samples to Bode Technology for DNA
analysis and a comparison can be made to
reference samples provided through NCMEC.
DNA testing by Bode Technology led to the
identification, on August 15, of Kevin Lee Gilpin
in Casey County, Kentucky, whose remains were
discovered in June at the bottom of an
abandoned well. Gilpin was 19 years old when
he was reported missing in April 1997.
Officials estimated that the remains had
been in the well for 5 to 10 years and were
determined to be a white male between 17 and
20 years old. A comparison of missing-person
records indicated a possible match with Gilpin.
Dental records were not available, leaving DNA
testing as the only possible means of identification.
ADNA profile was generated from a reference
sample provided by Gilpin’s mother. These
results were compared with a DNA profile from
samples of the remains provided by the
Kentucky Office of the Medical Examiner. The
testing established that the remains in the well
were those of Kevin Lee Gilpin. Kentucky State
Police are now investigating the case as a homicide.
Dr. Emily Craig, the forensic anthropologist
with the Kentucky Office of the Medical Examiner
and the one in charge of establishing the identity
of the victim was pleased with the partnership.
“Without this assistance from Bode and

NCMEC, this person would have never been
positively identified. This is a remarkable
service ChoicePoint offers to the scientific
community, because it makes technology within
reach of local budgets.”

In the expanded partnership with NCMEC,
ChoicePoint offers free DNA processing
through Bode to families of missing children.
Parents of long-term missing children are given
free DNA collection kits with which they can
submit DNA samples to NCMEC.

“We know from experience that DNA testing
can be very expensive, in addition to being a
very lengthy process. ChoicePoint will provide
the means for parents of missing children to
continue the search for that child indefinitely.
We've also been fortunate to receive nuclear
and mitochondrial DNA tests, free-of-charge.
By providing these tests, ChoicePoint has made
another great service available to families and
law enforcement,” said Ernie Allen, NCMEC’s
President and CEO.

“We understand the importance of learning
what has happened to a loved one who [is]
missing,” said Dr. Kevin McElfresh, general
manager of Bode Technology Group. “We believe
that the service we provide to NCMEC is an
important part of our mission. It is equally
important that the information we provide to
the families can often be used as the critical
link to bring a criminal to justice.”

DNA testing is critical in confirming the
identity of infants and children when several
years have passed since the child was last seen.
Recently, DNA testing was used in two cases
where children identified by authorities were
believed to be victims of abduction. In both
cases the children turned out not to be the
long-term missing children in question, but
DNA testing provided the final answer.

Last year NCMEC presented ChoicePoint
with its annual Corporate Leadership Award,
which recognizes organizations that work to
improve children’s welfare. Since 2000
ChoicePoint and NCMEC have worked together
to locate or recover more than 800 children.
Many of those formerly missing children are
adults and had been missing for 5 years or more.
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File-Sharing Programs
Used to Distribute
Pornographic Images
of Children

THE HIGHLY POPULAR FILE-SHARING PROGRAMS THAT ARE
used to download music have become an
increasingly common way for people to trade
pornographic images of children, said then
NCMEC Board of Directors Chairman Robbie
Callaway in testimony at a U.S. Senate Judiciary
hearing in September.

In particular NCMEC explained how child
molesters are turning to peer-to-peer file
sharers in an effort to avoid law-enforcement
programs that have been put in place to free
the Internet of pornography depicting children.
Pursuant to the Protection of Children from
Sexual Predators Act, NCMEC is also the
reporting site for Internet Service Providers,
now mandated by the U.S. Congress to report
these pornographic images when found on
their sites; however, it has become virtually
impossible for individuals to report such
peer-to-peer images because of the difficulty
in identifying who is transmitting the images
and the exact location of the content.

“From NCMEC data and interaction with
leading law-enforcement investigators, we have
concluded that the use of file-sharing programs
to trade, distribute, and disseminate pornographic
images of children is significant and growing
dramatically,” Callaway said.

The primary reason for this phenomenon
is the desire of these pornographers to operate
in virtual anonymity with little risk of
identification or detection. The dramatic
increase in law-enforcement activity in attacking
this problem has made these purveyors far
more vulnerable elsewhere on the Internet. Yet,
in file-sharing programs, law enforcement
lacks the necessary tools to identify and track
down many perpetrators.

Since 1987 NCMEC has operated the
National Child Pornography Tipline in partnership
with the former U.S. Customs Service and U.S.
Postal Inspection Service. Since 1998 NCMEC
has also operated the CyberTipline,

www.cybertipline.com, a 24-hour online
mechanism for reporting this form of pornogra-
phy and other child-sexual-exploitation crimes.

NCMEC’s testimony also explained that
CyberTipline reports are not an accurate indicator
of this form of pornography on peer-to-peer
systems since they measure only the number
of people who encounter such illegal content
and choose to report it to NCMEC. They are
not a measure of the actual incidence or extent
of the problem. There are strong indications
that file-sharing programs represent a major
growth area for those who distribute pornography
of children.

NCMEC is particularly concerned about the
inadvertent exposure of children to such content
and urges parents to get and stay involved in
their children’s online activities, monitor their
children’s online computer use, and talk to
their children about these problems.

NCMEC also urges any person who has
information about the illegal distribution of
pornographic images of children via file-sharing
networks or any other means, to report such
information to NCMEC at www.cybertipline.com
or by calling 1-800-843-5678.

Smithsonian Exhibit
Highlights Missing-
Child Recovery Program

THE NATION'S TARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL MISSING-
child-recovery initiative, ADVO, Inc.’s
America’s Looking For Its Missing Children®
program, was honored in October during the
unveiling of 2 new Smithsonian Institution exhibit,
In the Line of Duty: Dangers, Disasters, and
Good Deeds. A portion of the exhibit, which
focuses on the heroic acts of U.S. postal workers
and highlights the success of the ADVO, NCMEC,
and United States Postal Service partnership
that is credited with the safe recoveries of more
than 130 children since May 1985.

“ADVO is honored to be part of an exhibit
that pays tribute to postal workers, whose
dedicated efforts have contributed to the success
of our America’s Looking For lts Missing Children
program. An honor such as this says volumes

about the success of the program and the fact
that postal workers have played an integral role
in reuniting so many parents with their
children,” said Gary Mulloy, Chairman and CEO
of ADVO, Inc.

“We are proud to celebrate more than 18
years of success with the program and remain
committed to helping find the thousands of
children still missing,” adds Mulloy. “Even one
missing child is one too many. We hope there
comes a day when there are no more missing
children and a program such as this is not
necessary. Until then, we will continue to work
with our partners, striving for more recoveries
and greater prevention of missing children,”
he said.

In addition to exhibit items relating to the
overall history of public service by the U.S.
Postal Service, items relating to ADVO’s missing
children program include a public-service
announcement produced by ADVO and NCMEC
to build awareness about the success of using
photographs to help locate missing children;
ADVO'’s first missing-child card; the milestone
100th recovery card,; the first Spanish-language
card; a recovery award; and “Recovery Bear,”
ateddy bear that ADVO provides as a welcome-
home gift to all recovered children. The exhibit
also features a white ribbon pin, the nationally
recognized symbol honoring missing children
and their families. The white ribbon pin was
introduced by ADVO in 1992.

Each week ADVO distributes up to 85 million
missing-child cards nationwide, including
targeted areas where NCMEC and law-enforcement
agencies believe specific missing children
might potentially be located. The well-known
and recognized cards feature photographs and
details regarding missing-child cases — provided
by NCMEC — and are distributed via mail to
recipients of ADVO’s ShopWise™ advertising
insert package.

According to a survey performed by Woelfel
Research in 2003, the ADVO missing-child card
is the single most recognized mail in the United
States, with 92 percent consumer awareness.
“The fact that the missing-child card — and our
program — are being featured in a Smithsonian
exhibit highlights how much ADVO’s missing-
child initiative has become part of the fabric of
our culture. We are proud that this exhibit
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honors the postal workers who deliver our
cards, and at the same time hope that increased
visiblity for the program will continue to raise
awareness about the effectiveness of the
public looking at photographs, which helps
investigators bring more missing children
home,” says Mulloy.

“Combining ADVO’s extensive reach and
targeting ability with the efficiency of distributing
the missing-child cards with ADVO’s insert
package through the U.S. mail has enabled this
program to greatly increase the chance of children
being recovered,” says Ernie Allen, NCMEC
President and CEO.

Opening speakers at the exhibit included
dignitaries such as John M. Nolan, Deputy
Postmaster General of the U.S. Postal Service;
U.S. Representative Nick Lampson (D-Texas);
and Smithsonian Institution Undersecretary of
American Museums and National Programs
Sheila P. Burke. The most inspiring attendees,
however, were the recovered children, their
families, and the family of a missing child.

New Joint Effort With
U.S. Postal Service to
Find Missing Kids

A JOINT TASK FORCE MADE UP OF PERSONNEL FROM THE
Northport (Alabama) Police Department, Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Alabama Bureau of
Investigation, Tuscaloosa (Alabama) Police
Department, Tuscaloosa (Alabama) Sheriff’s
Department, U.S. Postal Inspection Service,
NCMEC, and countless volunteers continue the
search for 11-year-old Heaven “Shae” Ross who
was last seen on August 19. They are asking
that anyone with knowledge of her whereabouts
call, toll-free, 1-866-752-0677.

In conjunction with the search, officials
from the U.S. Postal Service; U.S. Postal
Inspection Service; and NCMEC along with
local, law-enforcement officials announced a
new and joint effort to help find missing children.
The announcement of the tri-agency “Deliver
Me Home Network” was made at an early
morning press conference held at the
Northport Post Office on September 5, 2003.

By combining resources and coordinating efforts,
the agencies hope to strengthen the chances
that missing children like Shae Ross can be
found and safely returned to their homes.

When deemed beneficial to a missing- or
abducted-child investigation, here is how the
network will operate. Within hours of a
law-enforcement request to an NCMEC Team
Adam Consultant, a missing-child or
child-abduction flier containing critical identifying
information about the child will be printed and
disseminated by the Postal Service in the targeted
area requested. Fliers will be displayed in the
neighborhood Post Office, and Letter Carriers
will deliver hundreds, even thousands of them
to mailboxes in a targeted zip code.

“We are so very pleased that this national
program will get its start here in Alabama,” said
Gloria E. Tyson, Alabama District Manager,
Customer Service and Sales, U.S. Postal Service.
“The Deliver Me Home Network certainly
shows our commitment to the communities we
serve, and further complements our corporate
message, ‘We Deliver for You.””

Northport Police Chief John W. Galloway
spoke at the press conference about how his
agency has handled the investigation since Shae
disappeared and outlined how the Deliver Me
Home Network came to Northport thanks to the
work of lead investigator Captain Ronald Bolton
and NCMEC Team Adam Consultant Dennis
Weaver, a retired FBI Special Agent.

Following the press conference, Northport
Letter Carriers delivered more than 16,000 fliers
to addresses within the 35473, 35475, and
35476 zip codes to aid in the search for Shae.
To view a photograph of Shae or learn more
about Team Adam, visit NCMEC’s web site at
www.missingkids.com.

Missing-Child Poster
Program Launched in
RadioShack Stores

Rap1oSkack® Corporation, CroicEPoiNT, ANp NCMEC
announced in October the expansion of the
ADAM missing-child, fax-poster program into
more than 7,000 RadioShack stores nationwide.
This makes the consumer electronics retailer

the largest single-source distributor of ADAM
fax posters in the country.

Using technology developed by ChoicePoint,
each RadioShack store will now receive NCMEC
faxes of high-risk missing children from their
area and prominently display them in the
window or at the checkout register. This effort
was launched at an event attended by
RadioShack, NCMEC, and ChoicePoint
executives as well as special guest Howie Long,
RadioShack spokesperson, football Hall of
Fame defensive end, and in-studio analyst for
“FOX NFL Sunday.”

ADAM, named in memory of 6-year-old
Adam Walsh whose kidnapping and murder
brought the horror of child abduction to national
attention more than 20 years ago, was developed
by ChoicePoint and donated to NCMEC nearly
3 years ago. It was designed to increase the
chances of safely recovering missing children
by dramatically improving NCMEC’s ability to
inform authorities and the public of tips and
leads in specific, localized areas where children
are most likely to be found.

ADAM scans a database of all possible
recipients in a highly targeted geographic
search area, such as a zip code, and transmits
NCMEC missing-child posters to law enforcement,
news media, businesses, medical centers, and
others within that area. This initiative expands
upon RadioShack’s successful StreetSentz™
community program launched earlier this year
in conjunction with NCMEC as a way to provide
tools and education to families concerning how
to keep children safer from abduction, violence,
and exploitation.

“The synergies between StreetSentz and the
ADAM fax poster program are enormous, and
it allows us to provide customers with yet another
tool to combat crimes against our children,”
said Leonard Roberts, Chairman and CEO
of RadioShack.

“We are excited to join forces with
RadioShack, which shares our passion for
making the world a safer place, especially for
children and families,” said Doug Curling,
ChoicePoint President and Chief Operating
Officer. “Together, we will broaden the reach
of the ADAM program like never before,
demonstrating the value of technology to promote
safety and prevent harm (continued page 14)
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Missing-Child Poster
Program (cont d)

against children through our state-of-the-art
products and services.”

Ernie Allen, NCMEC President and CEO,
heralds the union of RadioShack and
ChoicePoint as a milestone in the effort to safely
recover high-risk missing children. “We've had
very successful relationships with both
RadioShack and ChoicePoint on separate
initiatives,” he said, “but this combined effort
is a huge asset in our ongoing battle to combat
child abduction and victimization. More than
2,000 children are reported missing each day,
soit’s imperative we do everything in our power to
educate, inform, and arm families and individuals
with as much useful information as possible.”

Allen said the key to the new RadioShack
ADAM fax poster program is the geographically
targeted distribution of missing-child posters
to areas where there is the greatest chance of
recovery. He stated that in NCMEC cases, an
amazing one in six missing children is
recovered because someone saw a child’s
photograph and called authorities, which
proves circulating missing-child posters works.

Innovative Wireless
Technology to

Help In Urgent
Missing-Child Cases

NCMEC's Team ADAM, AN ON-SITE RESPONSE AND SUPPORT
system that provides assistance to local law
enforcement in child-abduction and sexual-
victimization cases, now has critical wireless
communication technology that will enhance
its response capabilities, thanks to a donation
from Nextel™ Communications Inc.

Team Adam will have the power to
seamlessly communicate at the site of an incident,
as well as with team members across the country,
using 50 i88s GPS-enabled wireless phones and
50iM1100 wireless modems. The modems will
provide Internet access in field situations where

no other access is possible. All Nextel wireless
phones come equipped with Nationwide Direct
Connect™ capability, the long-range digital
walkie-talkie feature that allows instant coast-to-
coast communication at the touch of a button.

Nextel’s Nationwide Direct Connect
walkie-talkie feature gives members of Team
Adam improved interoperable communications
with local, law-enforcement agencies at the site
of an investigation, as well as immediate access
to any other Nextel user in the continental
United States and Hawaii.

“Time is the enemy in missing-child cases,”
stated NCMEC President and CEO Ernie Allen.
“The unique technology used by Nextel provides
instant communications that will be vital in our
mission to assist law-enforcement agencies in
safely reuniting missing children and their
families. Formed as a public-private partnership,
NCMEC relies on companies like Nextel to
enhance our services to law enforcement and
families. Team Adam members are better
equipped to do their job thanks to Nextel.”

“Nextel has a long-standing tradition of
providing critical communications support to
public safety, especially in cases where multiple
organizations need instant, reliable access
across jurisdictional and agency lines,” said
Leon Frazier, Nextel's Vice President, Public
Sector. “We are passionate about the mission
of Team Adam and are proud to be able to support
the National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children with our technology.” NCMEC now
uses Nextel for all its cellular communications.

Nominations for 2004
National Missing

and Exploited
Children Awards

NCMEC 1S CURRENTLY ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR THE
2004 National Missing and Exploited Children’s
Awards. Winners will be selected by the
National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children’s Law Enforcement Committee. The
awards will be presented on May 19, 2004, at
a ceremony on Capitol Hill in Washington, DG,

in honor of national Missing Children’s Day,
which is May 25.

The two categories for the awards are
missing-child recovery and child-sexual-
exploitation investigation. To nominate
sworn officers or law-enforcement agencies,
visit our web site at www.missingkids.com
or contact Oname Thompson at
othompson@ncmec.org or 703-837-6351.
Nominations must be received by
February 2, 2004.

Team Adam and
Project ALERT Aid
Bahamas Police

THE RovaL Banamas PoLicE DEPARTMENT HAD A TOUGH
case on their hands. Between May and
September 2003, 5 boys, ages 11 to 14,
disappeared without a trace.

Bahamas police expanded the search
thinking the boys may have been in Florida.
The cases were entered into the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s National Crime
Information Center (NCIC) database and the
National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children joined in the search.

Members of NCMEC'’s Project ALERT were
dispatched in August to the Bahamas and
members of NCMEC’s Team Adam joined the
case in October. “We deployed both to assist
in the investigation,” said Gary Gardner, NCMEC
Case Manager. “We’ve been in constant
contact with the Bahamas police.”

In late October, a suspect turned himself
in to the Bahamas police. The suspect
confessed to befriending each boy on separate
occasions, then assaulting and killing each one.
The remains were buried in a shallow grave in
the Bahamas. Bode Technology has been assisting
the Broward County Sheriff’s Office Crime Lab
with the identification of the remains.
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Picture Them Home"®

TEEKAH LEWIS
Endangered Missing
Date Missing: 01/23/99
Date of Birth: 07/04/96

Height: 3'0" Weight: 35 bs.

Eyes: Brown Hair: Black

Missing From: Tacoma, WA

Circumstances: Teekah’s photograph is shown age
progressed to 6 years. She was last seen at a bowling
alley in Tacoma, Washington. At the time of her
disappearance, Teekah was wearing a Tweety-Bird®
T-shirt, white sweat pants, and Air Jordan® sneakers.
Teekah has eczema with a skin discoloration on
her face and the left side of her buttocks. She also
has asthma, which may require medical attention.
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JACQUELINE VASQUEZ
Nonfamily Abduction
Date Missing: 05/06/01
Date of Birth: 01/14/01

Height: 3'0" Weight: 13 Ibs.

Eyes: Brown Hair: Black

Missing From: Avondale, AZ.

Circumstances: Jacqueline’s photograph is
shown age progressed to 1 1/2 years. She was
last seen at a swap meet in Avondale, Arizona.
At the time of her disappearance, Jacqueline
was wearing a white outfit, and she has a heart-
shaped birthmark on her upper right arm.

If you have information concerning these people, call 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678).

SOFIA HERNANDEZ ANATOLIA HERNANDEZ

Family Abduction Abductor

Date Missing: 07/17/97 Date of Birth: 03/19/71

Date of Birth: 08/06/94 Height:5'9" Weight: 130 Ibs.
Height: 3'0" Weight: 45 Ibs. Eyes: Green Hair: Brown
Eyes: Green Hair: Light Brown

Missing From: Seattle, WA

Circumstances: Sofia’s photograph is shown age progressed to 8 years. Sofia was abducted by her
noncustodial mother, Anatolia Hernandez. A Federal Bureau of Investigation Unlawful Flight to
Avoid Prosecution warrant was issued for the abductor on November 1, 1999. The abductor
wears glasses and may use the alias last name Ferguson, Hermance, or Luke.

BEVERLY MATHURA

TYLER WRIGHT

Family Abduction Abductor

Date Missing: 07/17/99 Date of Birth: 05/26/61

Date of Birth: 08/30/98 Height:5'4" Weight: 90 Ibs.

Height: 2'6" Weight: 30 Ibs. Hair: Brown

Eyes: Brown Hair: Black

Missing From: Washington, DC

Gircumstances: Tyler’s photograph is shown age progressed to 5 years. Tyler was abducted by his
noncustodial mother, Beverly Mathura. A felony warrant for Kidnapping was issued for the
abductor on October 12, 1999. They may go to Trinidad or the U.S. Virgin Islands. The abductor
has a large vaccination scar on her left arm. Tyler has a deformity known as “club foot” in both
feet and is in need of medical attention. They may be using the last name Mathura, Mathura

Wright, or Matura Wright.

Eyes: Brown
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If you have information concerning these people, call 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678).

YURY ZAMORA

Endangered Runaway

Date Missing: 02/26/03

Date of Birth: 08/23/88

Height: 5'2" Weight: 130 Ibs.

Eyes: Brown Hair: Brown

Missing From: Brentwood, NY

Circumstances: Yury was last seen at home. She
may still be in the local area, or she may have
traveled to Houston, Texas. Yury may be in the
company of an adult male. She has a mark on
her face, and her hair may be dyed auburn.

BETHANYTINER TERESA KENNEDY

Family Abduction Abductor

Date Missing: 01/01/97 Date of Birth: 09/19/68

Date of Birth: 06/02/93 Height: 5'2" Weight: 165 Ibs.
Height: 3'6" Weight: 35 Ibs. Eyes: Brown Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown Hair: Brown

Missing From: Oak Harbor, WA

Gircumstances: Bethany’s photograph is shown age progressed to 8 years. She was abducted by
her noncustodial mother, Teresa Kennedy. A felony warrant for Child Stealing was issued for the
abductor on May 8, 1997. The abductor may use the alias Teresa Louise Tiner. The abductor
may be wearing eyeglasses or contacts. Bethany has a birthmark just above the hairline on her
scalp.



