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DRIVER MANUAL

The purpose of this manual is to provide the reader with a general famil-
iarity with the principles of safe and lawful operation of a motor vehicle.
The contents of this manual are NOT intended to serve as a precise
statement of the Statutes and Regulations of the State of Alaska per-
taining to the operation of a motor vehicle and should not be under-
stood by the reader as such.
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TO ALL WHO NOW DRIVE and those who will drive: a safe driver must con-
stantly demonstrate a courteous attitude and exercise sound and considered
judgment. To qualify for an operator’s license you must acquire knowledge,
develop skills, and possess the necessary physical and mental qualifica-
tions. As a beginning driver the privilege to drive represents a stepping stone
in your life. It can be a pleasant experience and lead to economical well-
being and enjoyment or it can be a fatal experience and result in pain and
grief. Your future, as a driver, might very well be decided by how well you
study and absorb the information contained in this manual and how consci-
entiously you practice the principles contained herein. You are invited to join
the drivers who are already sharing Alaska’s streets and highways.

AS AN EXPERIENCED DRIVER a review of this guide will enable you to
improve your driving and your understanding of the increasingly complex
traffic patterns and control measures.

AN UNINFORMED, unskilled driver is a traffic hazard. Won’t you join the
thousands of Alaskans who exemplify that accident and violation free driving
is the result of the application of safe driving principles and courtesy? Make
driving a safe and enjoyable experience for yourself and other drivers who
share the road with you.

Produced By:
Division of Motor Vehicles

This publication was released by the Alaska Department of Administration
Division of Motor Vehicles, produced at a cost of $.54 per copy to educate
potential drivers of motor vehicles, and printed in Anchorage, Alaska.
Please help reduce the cost of state government by returning the manual
or passing it on to another future driver.




WHO MUST HAVE AN ALASKA DRIVER’S LICENSE?

Every person who operates a motor vehicle on Alaska streets, highways, or other
public property must have a valid Alaska driver’s license or permit. The few excep-
tions are listed below.

WHO IS EXEMPT?

1. A non-resident who is at least 16 years of age, who has in their possession a
valid driver’s license issued by another state or country. However, an Alaska
driver’s license must be obtained by the end of a 90-day period after entry into
the state.

2. A member of the armed forces of the United States who has a valid driver’s
license issued by another state, and who maintains permanent residence in
that state. A member’s dependents are not exempt.

3. A person when driving farm equipment which is only temporarily driven or
moved on a highway.

4. An employee of the United States Government while operating a United
States Government vehicle on official business.

LICENSES AND PERMITS

Alaska has six classes of driver’s licenses and two types of permits. Classes A,
B, and C are licenses used for operating commercial motor vehicles. A separate
manual is published for persons interested in obtaining a commercial driver's
license. Class D is the license used for operating passenger vehicles. Motor-
cycles and motorscooters with engine displacements of less then 50cc or less
can also be operated with a class D license.

Class M1 and M2 are licenses used to operate motorcycles and motorscooters
with engine displacements of 50cc or more. Individuals who are 14 years of age
or older may obtain a M2 license. The Division of Motor Vehicles publishes a
separate manual for persons interested in obtaining a motorcycle license.

Instruction permits, which allow for drivers to practice driving, are the IP, IM, and
|E classes. The class P permit is used for operating a school bus. A school bus
driver permit is required whenever school children are transported for compen-
sation. The Department of Education publishes a separate school bus driver’s
manual.

IDENTIFICATION

When you apply for an original driver’s license or permit, you must furnish docu-
mentary proof of your date of birth, and at least one other form of identification to
verify your name. You must also provide your Social Security number. A valid
social security card must be presented for verification of social security number or
you must present an approved waiver from the Social Security Administration or
the Internal Revenue Service. An affidavit may be completed on the form provid-
ed by DMV if you have never been issued a Social Security Number.
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The proof of date of birth may consist of one of the following:

1. Certified United States or Canadian birth certificate. The certificate must have a
raised seal and be issued by an authorized government agency such as the
Bureau of Vital Statistics or State Board of Health. Hospital issued certificates
and baptismal certificates are not acceptable.

2. Court order which must contain the individual’s full name, date of birth, and
court seal. Some examples include an adoption document, a name change
document, or gender change document. It does not include an abstract of crim-
inal or civil conviction.

3. Military identification card for active duty, retiree, or reservist. (Service member
only. Dependent military ID’S are not acceptable as a primary document.)

4. Passport - U.S. or Canadian.

5. Report of Birth Abroad by a Citizen of the United States, issued by a U.S. con-
sular officer.

6. Passport — foreign* (see note) with the following Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) documents are acceptable. The document must be an original
and expired documents are unacceptable:

a) Resident Alien Card or Permanent Resident Card (I-551)
b) Temporary Resident Card (I-688)
c) Valid foreign passport containing a I-551 stamp

d) Employment Authorization Card or Employment Authorization Document
(1-688A, 1-688B, or |-766)

* NOTE: Foreign Documents — Must be translated into English and must be accom-
panied by a Certificate of Accuracy of Translation (Form furnished by DMV) by the
person translating the document(s). The Certificate of Accuracy must be notarized or
witnessed by a DMV employee. The translator must provide identification as provid-
ed above or show a valid ALASKA DRIVER LICENSE.

The other form of identification may consist of one of the following:

1. All primary documents.

2. Canadian or U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs card or an Indian Treaty Card.
(DMV’s will determine acceptability.)

3. Diriver license or ID card that has not been expired over a year.

4. Court order that does not contain the applicant’s date of birth.

5. Photographic employer identification card.

6. Foreign birth certificate. *(See note above)

7. Health insurance card, i.e. Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Kaiser, Aetna, or a Health
Maintenance Organization (HMO).

8. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or state tax form; W-2 form is not acceptable.

9. Marriage license or certificate.

10. Individual’s medical records from a doctor or a hospital.



11. Military dependent identification.

12. Military discharge or separation papers. (DD214)

13. Parent or guardian affidavit for minors, only. Parents or guardians must
appear in person and prove their identity and submit a certified or notarized
affidavit regarding the child’s identity.

14. Gun permit.

15. Pilot’s license.

16. Certified school record or transcript.

17. Social Security card. A metal card is not acceptable.
18. Photographic school identification card.

19. Vehicle title. A vehicle registration is not acceptable.
20. Welfare card.

21. Prison release document.

PARENTAL CONSENT

If you are under the age of 18 you must have parental consent to apply for an orig-
inal instruction permit, original driver’s license, or to change the class of license.
Your parent or legal guardian if neither parent is living, must sign the parental con-
sent form. By signing the consent form, your parent or guardian agrees to be liable
for any damage caused by your negligence or willful misconduct while operating
a motor vehicle. The parent or guardian may withdraw consent. However, only the
person who signed the parental consent form can withdraw consent. That person
may submit, to the Division of Motor Vehicles, a written request which has been
notarized or witnessed by a Division of Motor Vehicles employee. The Division of
Motor Vehicles will then cancel your license or permit.

INSTRUCTION PERMIT

An instruction permit is required for everyone learning to drive on a street or high-
way. If you are 14 years of age or older, you may obtain the permit which is valid
for two years. While you are learning to drive, you must be accompanied by a
licensed drive. The licensed driver must be at least 21 years of age, and have at
least one year of driving experience for the same type or class of vehicle you are
driving.

For passenger and commercial vehicles, the licensed driver must occupy the seat
beside you.

For motorcycles or motorscooters, you must be within visual contact and under
the immediate supervision of the licensed driver.

A special instruction permit may be issued to those persons enrolled in an
approved high school, community college, or commercial driver training course.
If you are 16 or 17, you must have been licensed under a valid instruction permit
for 6 months before the DMV will issue you a provisional Class D license.

To obtain an original instruction permit, you must satisfy the identification require-
ments, pass the vision and written tests, and if you are under 18 years of age,
have parental consent. The fee for an original instruction permit is $15.00.
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DRIVER’S LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
Driving is a privilege, not a right. Following is information concerning a driver’s
license.
1. Alicense may be issued to an applicant who is at least 16 years of age.

2. The license must be in the licensee’s possession at all times while driving.

3. A license must be signed by the licensee to be valid.

4. Separate tests are required for the operation of a motorcycle, motorscooter, or

moped.

A license is renewed every five years on or before the birthday expiration. The

fee for an original license or renewal is $20.00.

6. As a result of physical conditions, some drivers are restricted to driving with
corrective lenses, special equipment, or otherwise.

7. A license will not be issued to an applicant whose privilege to drive is sus-
pended or revoked in Alaska or in another state.

8. An applicant holding an out-of-state license is required to surrender that
license before an Alaska license will be issued.

9. Dependents of military personnel who plan to drive in this state must obtain
an Alaska license.

10. Conviction of driving while license is cancelled, suspended, revoked, or in vio-
lation of a limited license will result in a jail sentence of not less than 10 days.

11. Social Security Numbers are mandatory for all permits and licenses.

12. Applicants who are 16 or 17 years of age must have had a valid instruction
permit for at least 6 months before they can be issued a license.

EXAMINATIONS

The examinations conducted by the Division of Motor Vehicles are designed to aid
in the determination of the applicant’s mental and physical competence; also, to
determine whether or not the applicant has acquired the knowledge and techni-
cal skills to safely operate a motor vehicle.

VISION: A test is required of each driver to determine visual acuity before any
license or permit is issued. This includes original, renewal, and duplicate licens-
es. A telebinocular device or Snellen chart checks vision. If you normally wear cor-
rective lenses, bring them with you when you apply for any type of license. In lieu
of the vision test, you may submit a certified statement from a licensed physician
or optometrist stating that your vision meets or exceeds the department’s stan-
dards. The standards are as follows:

o

1. To qualify you must have, in each eye or with both eyes together, at least 20/40
vision.

2. If you need corrective lenses in order to qualify, you must wear them while driv-
ing.

3. If you fail to qualify for a license because you are unable to see well, you will
be denied a license or permit until you are able to qualify.




WRITTEN: The written test is required for applicants not currently licensed in Alaska
or whose driving privileges have been expired for over five years, or whose driving
privileges have been revoked. The written test covers only information found in this
manual, including traffic laws, safe driving practices, and highway sign recognition.
If failed, the test may be retaken the following day. If failed a second time, you must
wait at least one week to retake the test. If you can understand the English language,
but are unable to read it or have difficulty reading it you may obtain assistance from
a Motor Vehicle employee in taking the written test.

DRIVING: The driving test is required for applicants who have never been licensed,
or who have not had a valid license for the past 5 years, or whose driving privileges
have been revoked. Usually, a person who has a valid license from another state is
not required to take the driving test. Driving tests are available at most Division of
Motor Vehicle offices or through state approved third party testers. You may be
required to make an appointment, and you must pay a nonrefundable driving test fee
prior to taking the driving test. The fee for a driving test through the Division of Motor
Vehicles is $15.00. Fees through third party testers vary.

You must furnish an appropriate, currently registered vehicle for the test. The vehicle
will be checked for required equipment. The equipment must be in good working con-
dition and proper adjustment. A driving test may be refused or delayed until mechan-
ical defects are corrected. Please review the equipment section of this manual.

No one is allowed to accompany you and the examiner during the driving test. The
driving test consists of normal driving tasks. You will not be asked to do anything
against the law. You will be graded on your ability to perform several tasks such as:

1. Starting and stopping 7. Proper lane change

2. Parking parallel/3 point turn 8. Speed control

3. Quick stop 9. Following a vehicle

4. Backing 10. Traffic signs and signals

5. Use of turn signals 11. Intersection observance

6. Left and right turns 12. General control of the vehicle

The examiner will answer questions on proper driving techniques prior to or follow-
ing the driving test. Do not converse unnecessarily with the examiner during the test.
The examiner will be giving you instructions and scoring your driving skill throughout
the test.

Upon completion of the driving test, the examiner will advise you how to correct any
errors. If you fail the test, the examiner will advise you about what maneuvers you
should practice to improve your driving skill and tell you when you may return for
another test. Normally, you must wait at least one week to retake the test.

You will be automatically failed for any of the following:
. Violation of a traffic law

. Dangerous driving action

. Lack of cooperation or refusal to perform

. Contributing to a crash

. Inability to perform required driving task

. Driving ability does not meet required standards
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OTHER INFORMATION

THIRD PARTY TESTERS: Road tests may be given by a third party tester. Visit
the DMV web page www.state.ak.us/dmv/akol/options.htm for the list.

PHOTOGRAPH: Your picture will be taken after all requirements for a license or
permit has been successfully completed. Usually, the license or permit will be
issued to you at that time.

DUPLICATE LICENSE: If a license or permit is lost, stolen, destroyed, or is illeg-
ible, a duplicate may be obtained for a fee of $15.00. Proper identification must be
presented before a duplicate will be issued.

ADDRESS OR NAME CHANGE: Individuals who have a license or permit and
who have changed their name or address must notify the Division of Motor
Vehicles, in writing, within 30 days of the change. You must provide court ordered
documentation to change a name or restore a previous name. A certified mar-
riage certificate issued by vital statistics is also valid for a name change.

CLEARANCE LETTERS: If your driving privileges have been suspended or
revoked by another state, you must obtain written proof from that state showing
the suspension or revocation has terminated before an Alaska license can be
issued.

DRIVING RECORDS: For a fee of $5.00 a driving record may be provided to the
driver or a person designated by the driver. Generally, when a driver applies for
insurance, the application will contain a statement authorizing the insurance com-
pany to receive a copy of the driving record of all individuals covered by the poli-
cy.

ORGAN /TISSUE DONONATION: Donating organs and tissues after a person

dies allows several other people to live. There are many thousands of Americans
on the organ transplant waiting list; without donations, many people will die.

The state of Alaska has a strong organ and tissue donation program, and encour-
ages all Alaskans to consider this option. If you wish to sign up as an organ and
tissue donor, you may sign a form at the time your license is issued or renewed.
You may specify which organs and tissues you wish to donate, or you may simply
specify “Any needed tissues and organs”. Carrying a notation on your drivers
license is not enough; you must sign up with the state Donor Registry to ensure
that your wishes are honored. There is never a cost to the family for donation, and
all donation information is kept confidential. People under the age of 18 must
have a parent or guardian’s signature on their form. There is no wrong decision
about becoming an organ and tissue donor. Please discuss your decision with
your family; it is important that your loved ones know and respect your wishes. For
more information, contact Life Alaska Donor Services at 1-800-719-LIFE or visit
www.lifealaska.org.

ANIMALS: Big game animals killed or injured in a vehicular collision are the prop-
erty of the state. If, following a vehicle collision, you kill or injure a big game animal,
you must notify a State Trooper or a Fish & Wildlife Officer as soon as possible.




MANDATORY INSURANCE AND

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAWS

Alaska has both Financial Responsibility and Mandatory Insurance laws. The
purpose of these laws is to protect the motoring public from uninsured drivers
on Alaska’s streets and highways. These laws allow the Division of Motor
Vehicles to remove financially irresponsible drivers from the roads.

Vehicle owners or drivers who are at fault in a collision are required by the
Financial Responsibility law to pay for any damage or injury caused to another
person.

The Mandatory Insurance Law requires either the vehicle owner or driver to
carry liability insurance. The minimum amount of liability insurance coverage is
$50,000/$100,000 for bodily injury or death and $25,000 for property damage.
You must carry proof of liability insurance in your vehicle. Failure to provide
proof of liability insurance to a law enforcement officer may result in a traffic
citation or vehicle may be impounded.

If you are involved in a crash, which results in bodily injury or death to a person,
or property damage in excess of $501, you must provide - within 15 days - proof
of insurance to the Division of Motor Vehicles. Proof of insurance is required
from all the drivers involved in the crash regardless of who caused the crash.
This means you must provide the proof of insurance even if you did not cause
the crash. The requirement to notify the Division of Motor Vehicles is in addition
to any report given to the police or your insurance company. Normally the officer
investigating the crash will give a certificate of insurance form to the drivers. The
certificate of insurance forms are also available at any DMV office or on the
state web page.

If you were uninsured or you fail to provide the proof within 15 days, your dri-
ver’s license will be suspended for 90 days for a first occurrence and 1 year for
a second occurrence. If there is a reasonable possibility that you may be found
liable in a civil court, your privilege to drive will be suspended for up to three
years. You can end your suspension, at any time during the three-year period,
by making a financial settlement with the other parties involved in the crash.

CRASHES

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF EVERY CRASH
1. Stop at once. If you are blocking traffic, move your vehicle out of the way if pos-
sible.

2. To prevent other crashes, warn other traffic. At night place flares or other sig-
nals on the road. Be careful not to walk out in front of other vehicles.

3. Help anyone who may be hurt. Do not remove an injured person unless
absolutely necessary. Arrange for an ambulance if needed. Stop serious bleed-
ing and keep the victim warm.

4. Exchange information with anyone else involved in the crash. Obtain the name,
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address, driver’s license number, license plate number, telephone number, and
name of insurance company of the other driver. Obtain the identity of as many
witnesses as you can.

5. If there is an injury, or total property damage is $2000 or more, and the crash
occurred within a municipality, immediately contact the local police department.
If the crash occurred outside of a municipality, immediately contact the Alaska
State Troopers.

6. Cooperate with the investigating officer.

7. Mail a written report of the crash to the Department of Administration, Division
of Motor Vehicles, 2760 Sherwood Lane, Suite B, Juneau, Alaska 99801 with-
in 10 days. This report is not required if the crash was investigated by a peace
officer.

8. Upon striking an unattended vehicle, stop and attempt to locate the owner. If
unable to do so leave a written note containing your name, address, and tele-
phone number.

9. A Certificate of Insurance is required on all crashes with property damage of
$501.00 or more and must be submitted within 15 days. You may obtain this
form at any DMV office or on our web site.

A WORD ABOUT “POINTS”

Alaska has a law aimed squarely at crash prevention through identification, con-

trol, and rehabilitation of recognized problem drivers. The law works this way:

1. Convictions for moving traffic violations are assigned numeric point value rang-
ing from 2 points to 10 points.

2. Violations with the highest likelihood of contributing to crashes are assigned the
higher point values.

3. Accumulating 12 points in 12 months or 18 points in 24 months requires the
mandatory suspension or revocation of the driving privilege, regardless of the
hardships involved.

4. No limited “work purpose” license is available should a suspension or revoca-
tion of the driving privilege be required.

5. Traffic law violators are sent a warning letter upon reaching the half way mark
towards a point suspension. Violators are advised to take steps to correct their
poor-driving behavior.

6. Credits may be earned for violation-free driving and/or completion of a driver
improvement course.

7. A provisional license holder who accumulates 6 or more points in a 12-month
period or 9 or more points in a 24-month period must complete a driver
improvement course approved by the Division.

8. Repeated traffic law violations may require a personal interview with a Motor
Vehicle Hearing Officer. To keep their privilege to drive, drivers appearing for
the interview may be required to comply with certain recommendations
designed to improve their driving abilities.
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If you are convicted of, or forfeit bail for, a moving traffic violation occurring in
this, or any other State, points will be entered on your Alaska driving record.
Assigned points are based on the following schedule:

DRIVER’S LICENSE POINT ASSIGNMENT

Type of Violation Point Value

e Operating a motor vehicle while privilege to do so is suspended

or revoked or in violation of limited liCENSEe ...........ccoeciiiiiiiiiiii
Driving while intoxicated/under the influence .. .
RECKIESS AVING ..eeiiiiiiiee i
Fleeing or attempting to elude a Police Officer
Speed contest........ RacCing .oocoveeieeeee e
Negligent Homicide with a Motor Vehicle ........
Manslaughter with a Motor Vehicle
Assault with a Motor Vehicle ...............

Leaving the scene of an accident .......

Negligent driving ......cooooceieeriiieee s
Failure to yield to authorized emergency vehicle
Failure to stop for school bus while bus is loading or unloading
Failure to obey official traffic control devices in school zone,
playground crosswalk, or park
Careless driving ........cccoeeevernene

FOllowing t00 CIOSE .....cueiiiiiiiii s
Failure 10 StOp OF Yield ..o
All other moving Violations ...
Violation of oversize or overweight permits pertaining to restriction

0N hours of OPEration...........oouiiiiiiiiii e 3

Speeding:
¢ In school zone or playground CroSSWalK ............cccocoeriiiiiiiiiiesie e 6
® 310 9 MPh OVEF Mt ..eeiiiiiee e
e 10 to 19 mph over limit ..........

e 20 mph or more over limit

Violation of oversize or overweight
permits pertaining to restriction of speed

® 3109 MPh OVEr Mt ..ooiiiiee e 2
® 10 t0 19 MPh OVer lIMIt ...eeiiii e 4
® 20 MPh OF MOIE OVET Mt ...eeiiiiiiieiiiiiiie e 6
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IMPLIED CONSENT

When you operate or drive a motor vehicle in the State of Alaska, you are con-
senting to a chemical test of your breath for the purpose of determining the
alcohol concentration of your blood or breath. This is known as implied consent.

The implied consent law allows:

Law enforcement officers to require a sample of your breath for alcohol testing
after a lawful arrest for Driving Under the Influence (DUI).

Law enforcement officer to require a sample of your blood or urine for alcohol or
controlled substance testing if you are involved in a crash that causes the death
or serious physical injury to another person.

Depending on your number of prior DUI offenses, refusal to submit to chemical
testing after lawful arrest can be a criminal misdemeanor or felony. Refusal to
submit to chemical testing will result in two criminal charges — DUI and Refusal
— which the court can treat separately. During a revocation period, there is no
limited “work purpose” driving privileges for a person who refuses to submit to
chemical testing.

Another aspect of the implied consent law allows a law enforcement officer to
administer a preliminary breath test at the scene of an incident. If you have
been in a crash or committed a moving violation and the law enforcement officer
has probable cause to believe that your ability to operate a motor vehicle is
impaired by alcohol, the officer can require you to provide a sample of your
breath on a portable (preliminary) breath testing instrument. Refusal to submit to
preliminary breath testing is an infraction.




SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCATIONS

A suspended or revoked license must be turned in to the department. A period of
suspension or revocation will continue beyond the ending date unless you properly
reinstate your driving privileges and you file proof of financial responsibility for the
future. Anytime your privilege to drive is suspended, revoked, or limited, you will be
required to carry financial responsibility for the future for three years after the
license action is over. Proof of financial responsibility for the future is usually pro-
vided to the Division of Motor Vehicles by submitting an “SR22” insurance filing
form. This type of insurance filing requires the insurance company to notify the
Division of Motor Vehicles if your liability insurance coverage lapses or is cancelled.

SUSPENSION
The privilege of operating a motor vehicle is temporarily taken away. At the end of
the suspension, and upon meeting any reinstatement requirements, you must
apply for a duplicate license at one of our field offices. Driving privileges must be
suspended for:
1. Operating or owning an uninsured vehicle involved in a crash.
2. Repeated violations of the motor vehicle laws (accumulation of points).
3. Driving in violation of license restrictions.

REVOCATION
The privilege of operating a motor vehicle is taken away and the license is
revoked. At the end of revocation, when reinstatement requirements are met, a
new license may be obtained.
Driving privileges must be revoked for the following court convictions:
. Driving while under the influence, or refusal to take a chemical test.
. Driving while license is cancelled, suspended, or revoked.
. Reckless driving.
. Failure to stop and render aid at the scene when involved in a personal injury
crash.
. Perjury (giving untrue information relating to motor vehicles to the department).
. Unlawful flight by motor vehicle to avoid arrest.
. Felony in connection with a motor vehicle causing injury or death such as
Manslaughter, Negligent Homicide, or Assault with a vehicle.
The Division of Motor Vehicles must revoke driving privileges, administratively, for
the following offenses:
1. Refusal to submit to a chemical test following an arrest for driving under the
influence.
2. Breath test result of .08 or higher following an arrest for driving under the influ-
ence.
. Habitual violations of motor vehicle laws.
(2 point suspensions in a 24 month period.)
. Minors (under 21) operating a motor vehicle after consuming alcohol.
. Minors (under 21) refusal to submit to chemical testing.
. Minors (under 21) using a false driver’s license to obtain alcohol.
The Division of Motor Vehicles has the authority to take independent action against
your driving privileges regardless of the outcome of any related court proceeding.
A reinstatement fee is required following any suspension, revocation, or limitation.
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ALCOHOL
DRUGS
DRIVING

Impaired drivers continue to kill someone
every 30 minutes, nearly 50 people a day, and
almost 18,000 citizens a year. In the past
decade, four times as many Americans died in drunk
driving crashes as were killed in the Vietnam War. About 97% of Americans see
drinking and driving as a threat to themselves and their families. Highway fatali-
ties are one of the reasons Alaska has some pretty tough laws against driving
under the influence. Before you choose to drive after drinking, we want you to
understand the possible consequences.

For the cost of a first time DUI you could go 11,370 miles in a taxi. That's almost
half way around the world.

Before you drink and drive consider
the consequences and alternatives...

CONSEQUENCES ALTERNATIVES
3 Days in Jail: $270 Designated Driver: Free
Court Fines: $1,500 Taxi: $2 per mile

Sentencing: $250 +
Vehicle Impound Fee: $300 +
Loss of Car: $$$ (30 days)
Attorney (yours):
Change of Plea: $5,000 +
Court Proceedings: $3,500 - $5,000 +
DMV Hearing: $850
Attorney (court appointed)
Change of plea: $200
Court Proceedings: $500
SR22 Insurance: $2,000/year -$ 10,000 (5 years)
License Fee: $20
License Reinstatement Fee: $200/250/500
Education Compliance: $150 +
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Plus:

Written Test: Free

Embarrassment: $$$$
Taxi/Bus/Friends: $$$$

Loss of Driving Privileges: $ (90 Days)
Loss of Property (yours/another’s): $$$
Loss of Job/Future Jobs: $$$$

10 points on your driver license

DUTI’'s stay on your record forever
LOSS OF LIFE: $$$$Priceless$$$$

Average cost of your first DUI — $22,740
Average cost of an alternative ride $15

ADMINISTRATIVE REVOCATIONS — UNDER 21 VIOLATIONS
FRAUDULENT USE OF A DRIVER’S LICENSE

Alaska law allows the Division of Motor Vehicles to revoke the driving privi-
lege of a person who uses a false or fraudulent driver’s license to obtain alco-
hol. The revocation periods are 60 days for a first offense and 1 year for sub-
sequent offenses.

MINOR OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE AFTER CONSUMING
ALCOHOL OR REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO CHEMICAL TESTING

It is illegal in Alaska for a person under the age of 21 to consume alcohol. If
you are under 21 and you operate a motor vehicle, aircraft, or watercraft after
consuming alcohol in any amount, you can be arrested or cited for the
offense of minor operating after consuming alcohol. If you refuse to take a
chemical test of your breath, or your breath test result shows any quantity of
alcohol, your driver’s license, privilege to drive, or your privilege to obtain a
license will be revoked by the Division of Motor Vehicles. This revocation will
occur even if the criminal citation is dismissed, or you are found not guilty in
court.

The Administrative revocation periods are:

30 days for a first offense

60 days if you have been previously revoked for this offense.

90 days if you have two previous revocations for this offense.

1 year if you have three or more previous revocations for this offense.
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COURT PENALTIES

A minor operating a motor vehicle after consuming alcohol or minor refusal to
submit to chemical testing is an infraction. Upon conviction, the court must
order community service and/or a fine up to $1,000.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVOCATIONS FOR:
BREATH ALCOHOL CONCENTRATION RESULTS OF .08 OR MORE
REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO CHEMICAL TESTING

If you operate a motor vehicle with a breath or blood alcohol concentration of
.08 or more, by law you are presumed to be driving under the influence (DUI).

If, after being arrested for DUI, you refuse to take a chemical test of your breath,
or your breath test results are .08 or more, your driver’s license, privilege to
drive or your privilege to obtain a license will be revoked by the Division of
Motor Vehicles. This revocation will occur even if the criminal charge of DUI or
Refusal is dismissed, or you are found not guilty in court.

The Administrative revocation periods are:

90 days for a first offense; 1 year if you have been previously convicted of DUI
or Refusal; 3 years if you have two prior convictions of DUI or Refusal, or 5
years if you have three or more prior convictions of DUI or Refusal.

Prior convictions of DWI/DUI or Refusal occurring in Alaska or another state can be
used to determine the revocation period.

COURT REVOCATIONS AND PENALTIES
PENALTIES FOR DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
REFUSAL TO SUBMIT TO A CHEMICAL TEST CONVICTIONS

Minimum Mandatory Penalties for Misdemeanor Convictions

Offense Number Revocation Period Jail Sentence Fine Amount
1st 90 days 3 days $1,500
2nd 1 year 20 days $3,000
3rd 3 years 60 days $4,000
4th 5 years 120 days $5,000
5th 5 years 240 days $6,000
6th or more 5 years 360 days $7,000
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Minimum Mandatory Penalties for Felony Convictions

A person arrested for DUI must be charged with a felony if, within 10 years of
the arrest date, the person has been previously convicted two or more times
since January 1, 1996.

Offense Number Revocation Period Jail Sentence Fine Amount
3rd Lifetime 120 days $10,000
4th Lifetime 240 days $10,000
5th or more Lifetime 360 days $10,000

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ALCOHOL.:
1. A person’s judgment is the first ability impaired by drinking alcohol.

2. Alcohol is a depressant, not a stimulant. It slows normal reflexes, interferes
with judgment, reduces alertness, and impairs vision.

3. If you drive after drinking, the probability of a crash increases with each
drink.

4. Motor vehicle crashes involving young people who have been drinking
occur at lower average blood alcohol levels than do those of middle-aged
or older drivers.

5. The type of alcohol consumed makes no difference in the effect of alcohol
on the physical and mental changes that take place within the body when
alcohol is consumed. It’s the amount of alcohol which enters the body that
counts. The same amount of alcohol is present in 12 ounces of beer as in
a single shot (1 1/2 ounce) of 80 proof alcohol or 4 ounces of wine.

6. Alcohol affects a person differently at different times. Physical and emo-
tional condition, other drugs, even the amount of food in the stomach caus-
es alcohol to affect a person differently.

7. After drinking there is nothing you can do but wait. Black coffee, fresh air,
food, or a cold shower might wake you up, but they won’t sober you up.
Alcohol is burned up by the liver and eliminated from the body through the
kidneys and lungs. Only time will help.

8. Alcohol is medically termed a drug and a depressant. The combined use
of alcohol and other drugs may be more dangerous to health and to high-
way safety than the effects of either the alcohol or drugs alone.

16



KNOW YOUR LIMITS

As mentioned before, the effects of alcohol on driving depends on many different
factors (food you’ve eaten or medication you've taken, mental state, degree of
fatigue, strength of drinks). Therefore, it is difficult to know just how much you can
drink before you drive. It takes an average of one hour to cancel the effects of one
drink. Therefore, it takes about four hours to cancel the intoxicating effects of four
drinks. THE BEST POLICY IS TO NOT DRIVE IF YOU HAVE BEEN DRINKING.

HOW DRINKING AFFECTS A DRIVER

When you drink, the alcohol quickly reaches the blood stream from the stomach,
and quickly begins to affect the functioning of the brain. It slows reactions, inter-
feres with vision, and reduces your sense of responsibility. Judgment, hearing,
speech, and balance are impaired in relation to the level of alcohol in the blood.
At the same time, alcohol creates a false sense of confidence, and a feeling your
driving is not affected. The fact is that every additional drink lowers your effec-
tiveness behind the wheel. It also puts you in a higher risk category. If you drink
and drive, you may lose your driving privileges, and worse yet, perhaps your life,
or take someone else’s life. Think about it. It's not worth it.

ALCOHOL ° DRUGS °* DRIVING

Alcohol use is a significant factor in fatal motor vehicle crashes in Alaska.
Almost 45 percent of all traffic deaths each year involve alcohol. Each year,
40 to 50 of your fellow Alaskans will die on the highway as a direct result of
drinking and driving. It is known that other drugs, and especially the combi-
nation of alcohol and drugs, contribute to a significant number of motor vehi-
cle crashes each year. For this reason, Alaska has strengthened its DUI
(Driving Under the Influence) law. 0.08%

. (-]

0.06% — Serious deterioration

— Reaction in driving performance
— Coordination

0.02%
— Judgement
— Inhibitions

0.10%

— Vision
— Speech
— Balance

0.16%

— Walking
— Standing
0.40%

— Unconscious

— Possible coma and on
verge of death
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DRUGS

There are other drugs or substances that also interfere with a person’s abili-
ty to drive safely. Here are a few things you should remember:

1. When taking prescription medicine, ask your doctor about any possible
side effects that relate to driving.

2. Drugs, including some allergy remedies and cold pills which you can buy
without prescription may contain compounds that can affect your driving.
3. Amphetamines are used in stimulants and diet pills. Overdosage of these,
and other drugs like tranquilizers or sedatives, can make driving danger-

ous.
4. Never drive after using illegal drugs. These are especially dangerous
because there is usually no way to be certain of their strength or purity.

Alaska law also forbids driving under the influence of “any controlled sub-
stance,” which includes narcotic and non-narcotic drugs. This does not
include only “illegal” drugs. The penalties for driving under the influence of a
controlled substance are the same as outlined previously for driving under
the influence of alcohol.

Drugs have been shown to impair driving ability. Certain prescribed drugs can
cause drowsiness and decreased alertness. The combination of other drugs
and alcohol increases the effects of each individual drug. It has been esti-
mated that at least 25 percent of the prescription drugs used today are capa-
ble of interacting with alcohol. Therefore, it is important for you to be cautious
about drinking alcoholic beverages if you're taking medication. Such combi-
nations can be fatal, especially if you're driving.

1 Shot of 1-12 oz.
Whiskey Serving of
Beer

1 Glass
of Wine
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SEATBELT USE

When worn, safety belts do
make your trip safer—
they do help save lives!

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT SAFETY BELTS?
1. | will have a better chance of survival in a burning or submerged car if |
am wearing my safety belt.

True False
2. | don’t need a safety belt when I'm traveling at low speeds or going on a
short trip.
True False
3. When | have my lap belt fastened, | don’t need to fasten my shoulder
belt.
True False
4. The number one killer of children under five in America is automobile
crashes.
True False
5. | might be saved if I'm thrown clear of the car in an accident.
True False
6. A child riding in a car is safest in its mother’s arms.
True False

7. A 30 mph head-on collision unleashes crash dynamic forces approxi-
mately 20 times the force of gravity (20 G’s).

True False
8. My safety belts are always loose, so they must not operate properly.
True False
9. My best defense against a drunk driver is my safety belt.
__ True ___ False
Answers below e
ani ‘6 ani ¢
os[ed '8 os[ed ‘¢
anil /L osjed 2
as|ed ‘9 anil ‘|
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FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT SAFETY BELTS

1. Collisions involving fire or submersion make up less than 1/2 of 1% of all
traffic collisions.

2. Your chances of survival in a burning or submerged vehicle are far greater if you are
wearing your safety belt because you are most likely to remain conscious and, there-
fore, more able to escape the vehicle.

3. More than 80% of all collisions occur at speeds less than 40 miles per hour, and
three out of four collisions causing death occur within 25 miles of home.

4. Although your lap belt helps, it will not prevent serious injury from striking your head
and chest on the steering wheel, dashboard, and windshield. A lap and shoulder belt
offer you the best possible protection in the event of a crash.

5. Auto collisions are the number one killer and crippler of children under the age of
five.

6. The chances of being killed are almost 25 times greater if you're thrown from the car.

7. Holding your child in your arms will not protect your child. A 15 pound infant will sud-
denly weigh 450 pounds because of the forces unleashed in just a 30-mph collision.

8. An unrestricted adult can crush a child held in the arms during a collision.

9. Loose belts do not indicate that the belts are inoperative. Belts manufactured after
1974 utilize an inertia reel that makes the belt system “car sensitive,” meaning that
they lock when the car slows down too quickly. These belt systems were designed
for passenger comfort.

10. Safety belts offer you the best possible protection in a car crash and, therefore, are

your best defense against the drunk driver.

11. A 30-mph head-on collision unleashes forces approximately 20 times the force of
gravity (20 G’s). Under these conditions, objects (including passengers) can be
thrown forward with a force equal to 30 times their own weight.

12. Small children need special protection. In a collision, a lap belt may put too much
pressure on a small child’s hips and abdomen. Car safety seats are designed to dis-
tribute crash forces over a large area of the body.

13.0nly an approved dynamically crash tested safety designed child car seat
can provide adequate crash protection. All such seats conform to Federal
Standard 213-80.

14. A child restrained in a car safety seat is better behaved and less likely to distract
the driver and create a hazard within the car.

SAFETY BELT USE IS REQUIRED BY LAW

Alaska law AS 28.05.096 requires everyone in a motor vehicle to use a safety belt.

Drivers must wear a safety belt. The driver is also responsible for all passengers

under the age of 16 years. The law requires federally approved child restraint devices

for passengers under four years old. Passengers aged from 4 up to 16 must wear a

seat belt or a child restraint device; whichever is age appropriate.

There are exceptions to the seat belt law:

1. Vehicles built prior to 1965 which did not have safety belts as original equipment and
are not classified as a custom collector vehicle.

2. Vehicle operators acting in the course of employment delivering mail or newspapers
from inside the vehicle to roadside boxes.
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3. Passengers in a school bus unless the bus is required to be equipped with
safety belts.

4. Passengers in an emergency vehicle.

5. People or a class of people exempt by the Commissioner of Public Safety, as defined
by regulations.

A driver may be fined up to $50 and may receive two demerit points on their opera-
tor’s license for failure to restrain passengers under age 16. Adult violations are sub-
ject to a $15 fine.

A provision of the law allows the court to waive the $15 fine for persons convicted
under this law if that person donates $15 to the EMS organization. Convicted drivers
pay the fine to an EMS organization listed in the current version of the Alaska
Emergency Medical Services Directory. Drivers send a copy of the citation along with
the receipt from the EMS organization to the court.

CHILD
RESTRAINT
SYSTEMS

The Number 1 Cure for
the Greatest Killer
of Children

After the critical early weeks of life for a newborn baby, automoblle crashes are the
leading cause of death for American children. Tens of thousands more children are
seriously injured. Small children, unless they are properly restrained, become flying
missiles until a stationary object stops their forward progress. It is a tragic fact that
most deaths and injuries resulting from automobile crashes could have been avoid-
ed if parents had taken the time to properly buckle up their children in an approved
child restraint system.

There are many types of child restraint systems available at department stores, chil-
dren’s shops, and even through some mail order catalogs. Shop around for the car
seat that will best suit your child and your car before your baby is born. Insure your
baby’s first ride home from the hospital is a SAFE ride!

(Various loaner programs are available in Alaska. Contact your physician or local
hospital.)

For a free brochure on child passenger safety or for additional information, contact
the Alaska State Troopers Community Services Bureau, 5700 E. Tudor Rd.,
Anchorage, Alaska 99507. (907) 269-5511

REMEMBER: Once your children are secured and safe ... don’t YOU forget YOUR
safety belt!
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A GOOD DRIVER

e Always wears a safety belt and requires all passengers to
buckle up, too;

¢ Is constantly aware of traffic conditions around him;
e Drives as required by law and traffic conditions;

¢ Drives courteously and defensively;

e Keeps their vehicle mechanically safe;

¢ Is physically competent and mentally alert.

C - _ |
OB LOUIL U] L T
i

Be aware of:

1. Alleys

2. Pedestrians

3. Cars in front

4. Cars behind

5. Parked cars

6. Intersection right
7. Intersection left
8. Bicycles

9. Cars approaching
1

0.Children
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CONTROL OF VEHICLE

More fatal crashes occurred during daylight hours with normal surface,
clear weather conditions, and the vehicle in good mechanical condition than
under any other condition. The driver is the greatest singular cause of traffic
crashes.

You are issued a driver’s license based on the premise that you will obey
the laws and keep your vehicle under control at all times.

When you are able to direct and regulate the course and speed of your
vehicle and you have the ability to slow or stop when you wish to do so you
are exercising control of your motor vehicle.

You must control yourself before you can control a vehicle. Driving with
insufficient sleep, anger, or distractions are examples of factors that
will impair your ability to safely control a vehicle.

DRIVERS TO EXERCISE DUE CARE

Every driver of a vehicle must exercise care to avoid colliding with a
pedestrian, an animal or another vehicle. You must be able to stop if nec-
essary and shall slow down when circumstances require. Some circum-
stances to watch for are as follows:

1. Person walk- § 2. Animals 3. A railroad 4. Red reflec-

ing on or along fJ being led, rid- crossing, intersec- j| tors, red flags,

the roadway. den or driven tion, bridge, sharp j| or flares. (Burns
on or along the J turn, curve, or a bright red.)
highway. steep downgrade.

5. Orange flags & signs indicate “high hazard area”
(maintenance and construction.)
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BACKING

Don’t depend on
mirrors, Instead,
with your left
hand at the top
of the steering
wheel, turn your
body and head v
to the right and
look out the rear
window. Move
the wheel in the
direction you
want the REAR of your vehicle to go. Back slowly and keep your eyes mov-
ing to all sides of your car. Always yield to vehicles or people on the street or
sidewalk and be prepared to stop. It is suggested your speed not exceed 5
mph when backing.

OBSTRUCTION TO DRIVER’S VIEW
A person may not drive with more people in the front seat than the seat
was designed for or with objects that interfere with the driver’s control of the
vehicle or view.
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“CARELESS
TODAY...
CAR-LESS
TOMORROW”

The rear end crash is one of the major crash problems. Traffic experts are
convinced that rear end crashes can be prevented if drivers will observe a
few simple precautions when following other vehicles.

WHAT THE LAW SAYS ABOUT FOLLOWING
A driver of a motor vehicle may not follow another vehicle more closely than
is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for speed, traffic, and condi-
tions of the roadway.
You also have a duty to yield to following vehicles. AS 28.35.140 requires
drivers on a two lane roadway outside of an urban area to safely pull over
when there are five or more vehicles immediately behind.

HOW TO AVOID REAR END COLLISIONS

1. FOUR-SECOND RULE: The easiest way to calculate a safe following dis-
tance is by the four-second interval method. Watch the back of the vehicle
ahead of you pass some definite point. Then count — “one thousand and
one, one thousand and two, one thousand and three, one thousand and
four” That's four seconds. If you pass the same point before you are fin-
ished counting, you are following too closely. When towing a trailer or the
road surface is wet or slippery, increase the four seconds to six or more.
You also can use the “Four Second Rule” at night to make sure you are not
“over-driving your headlights”

2. Watch for brake lights. Shift your foot to the brake pedal promptly so you
are ready to stop if necessary.

3. Watch for shrinking distance between your car and the one ahead. This
warns of impending crash with the vehicle ahead.

4. Watch for stopped and standing vehicles ahead. Some drivers find it
difficult to determine whether a distant car is in motion or stopped. Learn
to relate vehicles to fixed objects.

5.Look for problems that might develop for the driver ahead of you. This
makes it easy to react in time.
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HOW TO KEEP FROM BEING STRUCK

Just as important as avoiding a crash with the vehicle ahead is to avoid being
hit by the vehicle behind. To lessen the likelihood of a rear-end crash, a driv-
er who is stopped or in the act of stopping can do a great deal.

1. Be sure brake lights are clean and working properly. Flash brake
lights when preparing to stop.

2. Know what is going on behind you. Have an outside rear vision mirror
and keep rear window clean and clear of frost and snow.

3. Signal well in advance for lane changes, stops, or turns. The person
behind you can’t read your mind.

4. Slow down gradually over a long distance to give the drivers behind
more time and space in which to react.

5. Keep pace with the traffic within limitations of weather conditions and
speed limits.

Four-second rule

TREE' TREE'

1. Start counting “one thousand and one...” 2. Your should count “one thousand
as vehicle ahead passes tree. and four” before reaching the tree.

SPEED AND STOPPING DISTANCES
MI. Total minimum stopping distances with
PER 46 ft.-> perfect 4-wheel brakes on best type of
HR. ft> road surface under favorable conditions.
20 - & 40 ft.> - Thinking Braking

. Distance Distance
30 @4 e
40 [59] i

281 ft.~>
so |74 NSSIN 146 |
367 ft.»>

o [8a| INGEIN 215 | .
7o {03 NEEN 290 |
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SPEED, IMPACT AND BRAKING DISTANCE

It is a well-known fact that the faster you drive the greater the impact or strik-
ing power of your vehicle. A fact not generally understood is how much
greater the striking power of a vehicle is when you double the speed from 20
to 40 miles per hour. It is commonly believed that the striking power of a vehi-
cle would likewise be doubled. This is not true. The impact is 4 times greater
at 40 mph than at 20 mph. The braking distance is also 4 times longer. Triple
the speed from 20 to 60 mph and the impact and braking distance are 9
times greater. Increase the speed to 80 mph and the impact and braking dis-
tance are 16 times greater than at 20 miles per hour.

Respect the potential destructive power of your vehicle when you increase
speed. Speed properly related to traffic, road, and weather conditions, and
skillfully controlled by a thoughtful driver need not be hazardous. In the hands
of a thoughtless, uninformed driver it is deadly.

A study of the chart on page 26 will increase your understanding of why you
must allow extra time and distance to make a safe stop at higher speed.
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SPEED
LAWS ————

The following speed limits are established by law as the maximum to be driv-
en under favorable conditions on highways which are not otherwise posted.
(See speed limitation law on the next page).

Business district, 20 mph.* Alley, 15 mph. *

School zone, 20 mph.* Residential district, 25 mph.*

S % o8

Any other roadway .............cccc....... 55*

*Local authorities or the State Department of Transportation and Public
Facilities may alter speed limits (13 AAC 02.280). Speed limits on select-
ed highways may be posted at 65.
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SPEED LIMITATION LAW

When driving conditions are less than ideal a person operating a motor vehi-
cle on the highway shall drive at a careful and prudent speed no greater than
what is reasonable and proper having due regard for the following conditions:

A. Traffic—When traffic is heavy, congested, or moving slowly.

B. Surface—When the road surface is rough, icy, wet, or otherwise provides
poor traction.

C. Width—When the width of the roadway reduces your margin of safety.

D. Weather—When weather conditions affect sight, distance, and traction.
(Rain, snow, fog, dust, or smoke.)

A person may not drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than will
permit him to stop within the assured clear distance ahead.

Motordriven cycle speed is limited by intensity of headlamp.
Lamps reveal person or vehicle at 100 feet ....... 20 mph or less
Lamps reveal person or vehicle at 200 feet ....... 21 to 29 mph

Lamps reveal person or vehicle at 300 feet ..... 30 mph or more

Slow speed — A driver may not drive at such slow speed as to hold back or
block the normal and reasonable flow of traffic.

Reckless driving — A willful disregard for the safety of persons or property.
Conviction will result in license revocation.

On multi-lane highways, if you drive slower than other traffic, use the right,
outsi