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CREUTZFELDT-JAKOB VISEASE (CJD) [

Purpose

1. This submission advises of a report of a sixteen year old
girl with possible CJD.

Background .

2. Doctors at- e eem - . _ have_recently
advised the Department of a sixteen year old female patient in
their care reported by the media as suffering from CJD. We
understand that the patient, who is in a very poor state of
health, has been in hospital for some four months. An article in
yesterday's “roday" newspaper, doc 1, reported that the: girl
concerned has possibly becoune infected with CJD as a result of
eating beefburgers. We understand that various tests have been
undertaken on the patient and that the results of a brain biopsy
are awaited. Pending the outcome of investigations it is not
possible to confirm CJD.

3. Ministers will be aware from previous advice that CJD is one
of a family of transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, so
called because of the spongy appearance of the brain under the
microscope. The family of diseases includes bovine spongi form

" encephalopathy (BSE) in cattle and scrapie in sheep.

4. Cases of CJD are monitored by the National CJD Surveillance
Unit in Edinburgh. Ministers will recall the results of the
latest survey, details at doc 2, and the conclusions drawn that
the increase in the incidence of CJD over the period April 1991
and April 1993 was not statistically significant and iikely to be
related to increased awareness of the disease.

S. This case may raise fears of a link between BSE and CJD.
Current advice is that there is no scientific evidence of a link
between BSE in cattle and CJD in humans. Furthermore advice from
the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee is that they are
satisfied that all. necessary safeguards are in place to minimise
further spread of spongiform encephalopathies in animals and to
prevent any risk of transmission to humans.
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t. The condition of the patient is being closely monitored.
Ministers will be kept informed of any significant developments.

Advice

7. Ministers are invited to note this case.
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