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Al t hough i nt er - Kor ean r el at i onshi ps have s l owed i n t he wake of  t he US 
admi ni st r at i on' s  changi ng r egi onal  r el at i onshi ps,  Sout h Kor ean and over seas 
( par t i cul ar l y  EU)  busi ness i nt er est s cont i nue t o t est  t he DPRK wat er s.   Thi s  
week' s  FOCUS i s  on t he not - so- subt l e i nf i l t r at i on of  West er n adver t i sement  
i nt o a l andscape pr evi ousl y  monopol i zed by Juche s l ogans and Ki m f ami l y  
i mages.   Don' t  mi ss t he l i s t  of  pr act i cal  advi ce on doi ng busi ness i n DPRK.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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1.  DPRK ACCEPTS VI SI T BY JAPANESE NGO 
Japan Economi c Newswi r e v i a Dow Jones,  Tokyo,  10 Apr i l  2001 
 
At  a t i me when Japan and Nor t h Kor ea r emai n deadl ocked i n t hei r  
nor mal i zat i on 
t al ks,  Pyongyang has accept ed a v i s i t  by a c i v i c  gr oup pr ai sed by a seni or  
di pl omat  f or  i t s  " act i v i t i es f or  j ust i ce. "   The gr oup,  l ed by Koken 
Tsuchi ya,  
a f or mer  pr esi dent  of  t he Japan Feder at i on of  Bar  Associ at i ons,  v i s i t ed t he 
Nor t h Kor ean capi t al  i n Mar ch t o i nt er v i ew Nor t h Kor ean women al l egedl y 
f or ced t o ser ve as sex s l aves f or  t he def unct  I mper i al  Japanese Ar my dur i ng 
Wor l d War  I I .  
The del egat i on was di spat ched by t he nongover nment al  Ci t i zens'  Fund f or  
Redr ess,  Net wor k f or  Redr ess of  War  Vi ct i ms by Japan,  whi ch i s  l ooki ng i nt o 
ways f or  Japan t o set t l e compensat i on i ssues r el at ed t o i t s  1910- 1945 
col oni al  r ul e of  t he Kor ean Peni nsul a.   The v i s i t  t o Pyongyang was t he f i r s t  
by such a Japanese gr oup i n ei ght  and a hal f  year s.  A s i mi l ar  or gani zat i on 
made a t r i p i n 1992,  when Tokyo and Pyongyang wer e deadl ocked i n t hei r  
nor mal i zat i on negot i at i ons k i cked of f  t he year  bef or e.  
Ambassador  Jong Thae Hwa,  Nor t h Kor ea' s  t op negot i at or  i n t he nor mal i zat i on 
t al ks wi t h Japan,  r ecei ved Tsuchi ya and member s of  hi s  del egat i on at  t he 
Peopl e' s  Cul t ur al  Pal ace and t al ked f er vent l y  wi t h t hem f or  an hour  and a 
hal f .  



" Your  act i ons ar e act i v i t i es f or  j ust i ce- act i v i t i es t hat  wi l l  go down i n 
hi st or y, "  he sai d.   " Japan has not  set t l ed i t s  mi l i t ar i sm.  Ther e ar e gr owi ng 
voi ces i n t he Uni t ed St at es and Asi an count r i es demandi ng t hat  Japan set t l e 
i t s  past  ( deeds) , "  he added.   Jong expr essed hope t he net wor k wi l l  r emai n 
act i ve t o " i mpr ove Japan' s i mage. "  
The del egat i on' s  t r i p t o Nor t h Kor ea t ook pl ace agai nst  t he backdr op of  t he 
i mpasse i n t he nor mal i zat i on negot i at i ons,  whi ch r esumed l ast  year .  No 
br eakt hr ough i n t he deadl ock appear s t o be i n s i ght .   The t al ks ar e st al l ed 
over  such i ssues as t he set t l ement  of  Japan' s col oni al  r ul e of  t he Kor ean 
Peni nsul a and Japan' s demand f or  act i on on i t s  al l egat i on t hat  Nor t h Kor ean 
agent s abduct ed Japanese nat i onal s.   ( . . . )  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
2.  VI ETNAM OFFERS 5, 000 TONS OF RI CE I N AI D TO DPRK 
Agence Fr ance- Pr esse ( AFP) ,  Seoul ,  12 Apr i l  2001 
 
Vi et nam donat ed 5, 000 t ons of  r i ce and ot her  humani t ar i an ai d t o 
f ami ne- st r i cken Nor t h Kor ea Thur sday,  t he Nor t h' s  of f i c i al  medi a sai d 
moni t or ed her e.   The donat i on cer emony was hel d at  t he Peopl e' s  Pal ace of  
Cul t ur e i n Pyongyang wi t h Vi et namese v i ce mi ni st er  of  cul t ur e and 
i nf or mat i on 
Vo Hong Quang at t endi ng,  t he Kor ean Cent r al  News Agency sai d.  
Vo Hong Quang was l eadi ng a cul t ur al  del egat i on t o at t end t he Nor t h' s  
f est i val  t o mar k f ounder  Ki m I l - Sung' s bi r t hday on Apr i l  15.   Ki m di ed i n 
1994,  and hi s  son Ki m Jong- I l  has s i nce r ul ed t he Nor t h.  
The communi st  Nor t h has suf f er ed f r om chr oni c f ood shor t ages due t o a ser i es 
of  nat ur al  di sast er s and f ai l ur es i n cent r al i zed economi c pol i c i es,  heavi l y  
r el y i ng on out s i de ai d t o f eed i t s  peopl e.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
3.  DPRK COMPLAI NS ABOUT ROK MI SSI ONARY WORK 
Yonhap News Ser vi ce,  Seoul ,  13 Apr i l  2001 
 
Nor t h Kor ea has compl ai ned about  Sout h Kor ean evangel i s t s '  wor k i n t he 
communi st  count r y i n connect i on wi t h a r ecent  Sout h Kor ean r adi o r epor t  of  
t hese evangel i s t s '  i ncr eased act i v i t i es i n Nor t h Kor ea' s  under gr ound 
chur ches.  
I n a l et t er  sent  t o t he ( Sout h)  Kor ean Nat i onal  Counci l  of  Chur ches ( KNCC)  
Thur sday,  t he ( Nor t h)  Kor ea Chr i st i ans Feder at i on ( KCF)  sai d i f  t he r epor t  
was t r ue,  t he Sout h Kor ean evangel i s t s '  act i v i t i es woul d pour  col d wat er  
upon 
t he i nt er - Kor ean Chr i st i an exchange pr ogr am and def ame t he KCF,  t he KNCC 
sai d 
Fr i day.  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
ht t p: / / www. yonhapnews. co. kr / news/ 20010413/ 2000000000200104131911170. ht ml  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
4.  90 FOREI GN RELI EF WORKERS I N PYONGYANG 
The Kor ea Ti mes,  15 Apr i l  2001 
 
A t ot al  of  90 f or ei gner s f r om 18 i nt er nat i onal  agenci es ar e cur r ent l y  
engaged 
i n r el i ef  wor k i n Nor t h Kor ea,  accor di ng t o a Uni t ed Nat i ons r epor t  r el eased 
l ast  week.   I n an updat ed appeal  r el eased by t he Uni t ed Nat i ons Of f i ce f or  
t he Coor di nat i on of  Humani t ar i an Af f ai r s  ( OCHA)  Apr i l  12,  90 f or ei gner s wer e 
conf i r med t o be pr esent l y  wor ki ng f or  humani t ar i an assi st ance pr ogr ams i n 



Nor t h Kor ea.  
Among t he 18 i nt er nat i onal  gr oups ar e t he Wor l d Food Pr ogr am ( WFP) ,  Food and 
Agr i cul t ur e Or gani zat i on ( FAO) ,  Wor l d Heal t h Or gani zat i on ( WHO) ,  
I nt er nat i onal  Feder at i on of  Red Cr oss and Red Cr escent  Soci et i es ( I FRC)  and 
t he Swi ss Agency f or  Devel opment  and Cooper at i on ( SDC) .   Non- gover nment al  
agenci es of  Swi t zer l and,  I r el and and Ger many ar e al so conf i r med t o be 
oper at i ng t her e.  
By number ,  WFP t ops t he l i s t  of  r epr esent at i ves,  wi t h 39 per sonnel  wor ki ng 
i n 
var i ous par t s  of  Nor t h Kor ea,  f ol l owed by Uni t ed Nat i ons Chi l dr en' s  Fund 
wi t h 
10 and t he I FRC wi t h 9.   Nor t h Kor ea i s  cur r ent l y  al l owi ng f or ei gn of f i c i al s  
t o moni t or  di st r i but i on of  f ood ai d i n al l  but  44 of  t he t ot al  211 count i es.  
I nt er nat i onal  or gani zat i ons,  however ,  have cal l ed f or  access t o al l  t he 
count i es.  
The OCHA appeal ,  i n t he meant i me,  cal l ed f or  i ncr eased assi st ance t o Nor t h 
Kor ea t ot al i ng at  $383. 9 mi l l i on,  up 15. 8 per cent  f r om l ast  year ,  not i ng 
t hat  
t he change i n t he pol i t i cal  c l i mat e on t he Kor ean peni nsul a has not  l ed t o 
much i mpr ovement  i n t he humani t ar i an condi t i ons t her e.  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
ht t p: / / www. hankooki . com/ t i mes/ 200104/ t 2001041517292240110. ht m 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
5.  UNHCR OPENS SEOUL OFFI CE 
The Kor ea Ti mes,  15 Apr i l  2001 
 
The Seoul  l i ai son of f i ce of  t he Uni t ed Nat i ons Hi gh Commi ssi oner  f or  
Ref ugees 
( UNHCR)  began oper at i ons her e,  a For ei gn Af f ai r s- Tr ade Mi ni st r y  of f i c i al  
sai d 
Sat ur day.   James Kobar ,  a UNHCR seni or  l i ai son of f i cer ,  wi l l  be t he f i r s t  
head of  t he of f i ce,  t he of f i c i al  sai d.   Unt i l  now,  t he UNHCR has deal t  wi t h 
r ef ugee af f ai r s  i nvol v i ng Sout h Kor ea by assi gni ng an of f i cer  f r om i t s  Tokyo 
of f i ce.  
The gover nment  not i f i ed t he UNHCR headquar t er s on Dec.  28 on i t s  deci s i on t o 
agr ee t o t he est abl i shment  of  a UNHCR of f i ce i n Seoul ,  t he of f i c i al  sai d.  
The gover nment  made t he deci s i on i n a bi d t o f ur t her  st r engt hen cooper at i ve 
r el at i ons wi t h t he UN body,  he not ed,  addi ng t hat  t he Seoul  of f i ce wi l l  
ser ve 
as a st andi ng channel  of  di al ogue bet ween t he gover nment  and t he UN body.  
I n par t i cul ar ,  Seoul  hopes t o st r engt hen cooper at i on i n r esol v i ng 
humani t ar i an i ssues,  i nc l udi ng assi st ance t o r ef ugees f r om Nor t h Kor ea and 
ot her  count r i es.   I n 1992,  Kor ea j oi ned t he UN Convent i on Rel at i ng t o t he 
St at us of  Ref ugees,  whi l e t he UNHCR was f ounded i n 1951.   The of f i ce i s  
accommodat ed i n a bui l di ng owned by t he Angl i can Chur ch of  Kor ea i n downt own 
Seoul .  I t  wi l l  of f i c i al l y  open i n ear l y  June.  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
ht t p: / / www. hankooki . com/ t i mes/ 200104/ t 2001041518492040110. ht m 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
6.  PRESI DENT KI M' S I NTERVI EW WI TH NEWSWEEK MAGAZI NE 
Kor ean I nf or mat i on Ser vi ce,  17 Apr i l  2001 
 
Recent l y,  Pr esi dent  Ki m Dae- j ung sat  down wi t h Newsweek' s  Chai r man and 
Edi t or - i n- Chi ef  Ri char d M.  Smi t h at  t he Bl ue House i n Seoul  t o di scuss t he 
l at est  devel opment s on t he Kor ean Peni nsul a.  I n t he i nt er v i ew Ki m di scusses 



hi s t hought s on t he Bush admi ni st r at i on' s  har d- l i ne st ance agai nst  
Pyongyang,  
t he economy and t he i mpor t ance of  Nor t h Kor ean- US r el at i ons t o cont i nui ng 
r appr ochement  wi t h t he Nor t h.  The f ol l owi ng ar e excer pt s f r om Newsweek' s  
i nt er v i ew conduct ed on Apr i l  12:  
SMI TH:  I s  t her e a f undament al  di f f er ence of  opi ni on bet ween your sel f  and t he 
Bush admi ni st r at i on about  t he nat ur e of  t he r egi me i n Nor t h Kor ea? 
KI M:  I  don' t  t hi nk t her e i s  any di f f er ence i n opi ni on as f ar  as our  
appr eci at i on of  t he posi t i ve devel opment s bet ween Sout h and Nor t h Kor ea.  The 
US admi ni st r at i on wonder s whet her  we can t r ust  Chai r man Ki m and demands 
r eci pr oci t y  and ver i f i cat i on f or  agr eement s made wi t h hi m.  My r esponse t o 
t hose doubt s i s  t hat  we shoul d cont i nue t o engage Nor t h Kor ea i n di al ogue 
not  
because we t r ust  t he Nor t h,  but  because we see i n t hei r  cur r ent  s i t uat i on 
r oom f or  us t o i nduce t hem t o f ol l ow t he r oad of  posi t i ve change.  
SMI TH:  One concer n of  t he Bush admi ni st r at i on i s  t hat  i n i t s  v i ew,  t he 
r el at i onshi p wi t h Nor t h Kor ea has so f ar  been a l opsi ded one.  I n r et ur n f or  
hal t i ng somewhat  aggr essi ve act i ons,  t he Nor t h has al ways r ecei ved some ki nd 
of  payment .  The second concer n i s  t hat  wi t h your  t i me i n of f i ce comi ng i nt o 
i t s  l ast  year  and a hal f ,  you mi ght  be so eager  t o announce a maj or  st ep 
f or war d i n r el at i ons wi t h t he Nor t h t hat  you mi ght  not  push har d f or  
r eci pr oci t y  and ver i f i cat i on.  
KI M:  To addr ess your  second quest i on,  I  am not  eager  f or  achi evement s at  
t hi s  
poi nt .   I  bel i eve I  al r eady have made my mar k i n t er ms of  Sout h- Nor t h 
r el at i ons.  The sheer  f act  t hat  I  opened ser i ous di al ogue bet ween t he t wo 
Kor eas af t er  50 year s of  conf r ont at i on i s  al r eady a gr eat  achi evement .   The 
poi nt  t hat  we have gi ven t oo much t o t he Nor t h i s  not  t r ue.  At  t he summi t ,  
t he Nor t h agr eed t hat  US t r oops shoul d st ay i n Sout h Kor ea not  j ust  f or  now,  
but  even af t er  uni f i cat i on.  Secondl y,  t hey had demanded a US- st y l e 
f eder at i on 
syst em.  I  poi nt ed out  t o Chai r man Ki m t hat  a mor e r eal i s t i c  and achi evabl e 
f or mul a woul d be a conf eder at i on i n whi ch t wo i ndependent  gover nment s 
consul t  
each ot her  as needs ar i se and i mpl ement  agr eement s t hat  ar e r eached by bot h 
s i des.  Af t er  t he expl anat i on,  t he chai r man cal l ed f or  a l ooser  f or m of  
f eder at i on t hat  mor e c l osel y r esembl es our  i dea.  
SMI TH:  What  concr et e st eps do you t hi nk Nor t h Kor ea can t ake i n t he next  
t hr ee t o s i x  mont hs t o make t he poi nt  t hat  t hi s  r el at i onshi p has t angi bl e 
benef i t s? 
KI M:  I t  i s  not  t r ue t he Nor t h hasn' t  done anyt hi ng.  They have agr eed not  t o 
use f or ce t o r esol ve i ssues on t he Kor ea Peni nsul a.  We agr eed t o r econnect  
t he i nt er - Kor ean r ai l way,  and t he const r uct i on wor k has al r eady begun.  We 
agr eed t o est abl i sh an i ndust r i al  compl ex i n Kaesong,  j ust  nor t h of  t he DMZ,  
and many Kor ean compani es have al r eady commi t t ed t o set t i ng up pr oduct i on 
f aci l i t i es t her e.  And we agr eed t o r euni t e separ at ed f ami l i es and open up 
r out i ne channel s of  communi cat i on bet ween t hese peopl e.   But  t he Nor t h has 
hal t ed t hese t ypes of  t hi ngs s i nce t he ar r i val  of  t he Bush admi ni st r at i on.  
We 
bel i eve f ut ur e i nt er - Kor ean r el at i ons wi l l  depend ver y much on how t he US 
set s i t s  Nor t h Kor ean pol i cy and how i t s  r el at i ons wi t h Pyongyang devel op.  
Sout h- Nor t h r el at i ons ar e ver y much r el at ed t o Nor t h Kor ea- US r el at i ons.  
( . . . )  
SMI TH:  Have you seen any mi l i t ar y benef i t s  f r om t he sunshi ne pol i cy? Some 
say 
t her e ar e mor e Nor t h Kor ean f or ces c l oser  t o t he DMZ t han bef or e.  
KI M:  I  have al so r ecei ved such r epor t s,  but  t her e ar e many di f f er ent  v i ews 



on 
t hat .  Si nce t he June 15 decl ar at i on,  t he Nor t h has not  made any br oadcast s 
agai nst  t he Sout h.  Nor  have t her e been any mi l i t ar y pr ovocat i ons.  Al t hough 
t her e has not  been r emar kabl e pr ogr ess,  t he mi l i t ar y at mospher e i s  somewhat  
cal mer .  
SMI TH:  What  odds woul d you put  on t he l i kel i hood t hat  Ki m Jong- I l  wi l l  v i s i t  
t he Sout h bef or e your  t er m ends? 
KI M:  Nor t her n l eader s,  i nc l udi ng Chai r man Ki m,  r epeat edl y pr omi se t he r et ur n 
v i s i t .  We bel i eve he wi l l  v i s i t  Seoul  wi t hi n t hi s  year .  But  t he var i abl e i s  
Nor t h Kor ea- US r el at i ons,  and t hat  r emai ns uncer t ai n.   ( . . . )  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
ht t p: / / www. kor ea. net / menu/ gover nment / f ocus. asp?cat e=01&ser i al _no=688 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
FOCUS:   For ei gn I nvest ment  Vent ur es i nt o DPRK 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
7.  DPRK RUNS I NTO THE ARMS OF WESTERN ADS 
by Doug St r uck,  Washi ngt on Post  For ei gn Ser vi ce,  Tokyo,  12 Apr i l  2001 
 
Say what  you wi l l ,  hol di ng an i nt er nat i onal  spor t i ng event  i n what  may be 
t he 
wor l d' s  most  r ecl usi ve,  r epr essi ve di ct at or shi p has some advant ages.  
For  one t hi ng,  you can guar ant ee a cr owd.   At  t he Pyongyang I nt er nat i onal  
Mar at hon t o be hel d Apr i l  15,  Nor t h Kor ea pr omi ses t o have 1 mi l l i on peopl e 
l i ne t he r out e t o cheer  on t he r unner s.  Bost on,  f or  al l  i t s  hype,  get s hal f  
t hat .  
And t her e won' t  be any t r oubl e c l ear i ng t he st r eet s f or  t he r ace:  " They' ve 
got  ei ght - l ane hi ghways and maybe 300 car s.  I  don' t  t hi nk t her e wi l l  be a 
bi g 
t r af f i c  pr obl em, "  says Guy Hor ne,  who i s  hel pi ng or gani ze t he event .  
And you don' t  have t o spend a l ot  t o accommodat e out - of - t own r epor t er s.  
Ther e 
wi l l  be - -  count  ' em - -  t wo.  No mor e ar e wel come.  And one of  t hem has t o r un 
i n t he r ace.  
Such ar e t he oddi t i es of  or gani z i ng an open- t o- t he- wor l d mar at hon i n a 
count r y t hat  def i ni t el y  i s  not ,  accor di ng t o Hor ne.  He i s  t he man on t he 
spot  
f or  I nt er nat i onal  Spor t s  and Lei sur e ( I SL) ,  a Swi ss- based spor t s  mar ket i ng 
company,  whi ch was asked by Nor t h Kor ea t o coor di nat e t he r ace.  
The event  wi l l  be - -  as i t s  communi st - genr e,  her oi c- ar t  adver t i sement s 
pr omi se - -  an " unpar al l el ed spect acl e. "  Ther e wi l l  be 600 Nor t h Kor ean 
r unner s,  r angi ng f r om bus dr i ver s t o wor l d- c l ass mar at honer s,  and 45 
f or ei gner s - -  i nc l udi ng s i x  Amer i can expat r i at es dr awn f r om ar ound Asi a and 
a 
f ew Af r i can champi onshi p cont ender s.  
They wi l l  r ace on a r out e i n ai l i ng Nor t h Kor ea' s  showcase capi t al ,  
car ef ul l y  
scr ubbed of  any s i gns of  t he f ood shor t ages and economi c col l apse af f ect i ng 
t he count r y.  Thei r  cour se i s  st udded wi t h monument s t o t he count r y ' s  l at e 
f ounder ,  " Gr eat  Leader "  Ki m I l  Sung.  At  mi dpoi nt  t hey wi l l  c i r c l e what  i s  
bi l l ed as t he cabi n bi r t hpl ace of  Ki m I l  Sung,  and - -  sui t abl y  i nspi r ed - -  
s t r i de back t o a f i ni sh i n Ki m I l  Sung st adi um on t he bi r t hday of ,  yes,  Ki m 
I l  Sung.  
The mar at hon comes as par t  of  t he caut i ous expansi on of  cont act s by t he 
Nor t h 



Kor ean r egi me out s i de i t s  bor der s.  As i t  has begun new di pl omat i c  r el at i ons 
wi t h a bevy of  count r i es,  i t  has al so begun di spat chi ng at hl et i c  compet i t or s 
ar ound t he wor l d i n an echo of  t he " pi ng- pong di pl omacy"  t hat  ser ved i t s  
ment or  Chi na i n t he 1970s.  
Hor ne' s  company hel ped coor di nat e par t i c i pat i on by Nor t h Kor ean at hl et es i n 
such t hi ngs as t abl e t enni s compet i t i on and t he Sydney Ol ympi cs.  A year  ago,  
Pyongyang r esur r ect ed a mar at hon t hat  had,  by al l  account s f r om t he 
secr et i ve 
count r y,  l ast  been hel d i n 1987 wi t h an assor t ment  of  compet i t or s f r om t he 
Sovi et  bl oc,  whi ch at  t he t i me was Nor t h Kor ea' s  chi ef  pat r on.  Thi s t i me,  
t hey appr oached I SL.  
" They came t o us and sai d,  ' We need hel p.  We need f undi ng.  Our  spor t s  
i nf r ast r uct ur e i s  cr umbl i ng unl ess we can gener at e r evenues, '  "  says Hor ne,  
who r epr esent s t he company i n Hong Kong.  
" We sai d,  ' Okay,  t o get  r evenues you have t o have adver t i s i ng. '  "  
"  ' What ' s  adver t i s i ng?'  "  t hey r epl i ed,  accor di ng t o Hor ne.  
"  ' Wel l ,  t hi ngs l i ke di spl ayi ng br and names, '  "  Hor ne answer ed.  
" They sai d,  ' What  ar e br and names?'  "  
I SL caut i ousl y  eased t he communi st  count r y i nt o t he wor l d of  spor t s  
commer ci al i zat i on,  f abr i cat i ng some I SL l ogos t o be wor n by t he compet i t or s 
l ast  year  t o show t he Nor t h Kor eans.  I n Febr uar y,  t he I t al i an spor t swear  
company Fi l a hel ped sponsor  a women' s i ce skat i ng compet i t i on i n Pyongyang,  
and t he shock of  seei ng Fi l a' s  l ogos on t he ot her wi se bl ank r i nk boar ds made 
i nt er nat i onal  news.  
Thi s year  Nor t h Kor ea t hr ew t he event  open t o t he wor l d.  At  l east ,  sor t  of :  
" The For ei gn Mi ni st r y  r ef used Amer i cans who ar en' t  compet i ng, "  Hor ne says.  
They have s i gned up sever al  sponsor s f or  t he mar at hon,  i nc l udi ng Fi l a,  
Hei neken beer ,  a dot - com dat a pr ocessor  t hat  uses Nor t h Kor ean l abor ,  and 
t he 
Fi nanci al  Ti mes newspaper .  
" I t ' s  an unpr ecedent ed oppor t uni t y  t o make i nr oads i nt o what  i s  ot her wi se an 
i mpenet r abl e count r y, "  t he Fi nanci al  Ti mes mar ket i ng manager  i n Tokyo,  Tr i sh 
Pepper ,  expl ai ned of  t he paper ' s  sponsor shi p.   She woul dn' t  say how much t he 
London- based paper  i s  payi ng,  but  t he oppor t uni t i es f or  dr amat i c  r esul t s  ar e 
gr eat .  The Ti mes coul d doubl e i t s  c i r cul at i on i n t he count r y - -  by sel l i ng 
one newspaper .  Ther e i s  one subscr i ber  i n Nor t h Kor ea,  an anonymous of f i c i al  
at  t he cent r al  bank,  accor di ng t o Hor ne,  t hough Pepper  i s  uncer t ai n how he 
get s i t .  
" We sur e don' t  del i ver  t her e, "  she says.   But  sponsor shi p has ot her  
benef i t s .  
Pepper  and seven ot her  st af f er s wi l l  r un,  even t hough she acknowl edged she' s  
not  a r egul ar  on t he j oggi ng t r ack.  " I  coul dn' t  pass i t  up, "  she says.  
And,  oh yes,  one of  t wo r epor t er s al l owed i nt o t he medi a- phobi c count r y 
wor ks 
f or  t he Fi nanci al  Ti mes.  " They had an i nsi de t r ack, "  acknowl edged Hor ne.  But  
r epor t er  John Bur t on wi l l  pay f or  t he assi gnment :  He' s  an Amer i can,  so t he 
onl y way he was al l owed i nt o Nor t h Kor ea t o cover  t he r ace was t o r un i n i t ,  
t oo.  
" He' s bei ng a good spor t  about  i t , "  says Hor ne.  The ot her  r epor t er  i s  Ti m 
Wi t cher ,  who cover s Asi an spor t s  f or  Agence Fr ance- Pr esse.  He' s  not  
Amer i can,  
so he doesn' t  have t o r ace.  
The event  wi l l  of  cour se i ncl ude some ser i ous r unner s.  J i l l o Dube,  t he 
" f l y i ng pol i ceman"  f r om Et hi opi a and a wi nner  of  t hr ee i nt er nat i onal  
mar at hons,  pl ans t o be t her e.  He wi l l  be chal l enged by t wo r ecor d- hol di ng 
Kenyans.  And Hor ne i nsi st s  t he l ocal  t al ent  i s  awesome.  
" They l ove mar at hon r unni ng wi t h a passi on t her e, "  he says.  " They' ve got  20 



men wi t h t i mes under  2 hour s 20 mi nut es,  and 20 women under  2 hour s 40 
mi nut es.  That  i s  ser i ousl y  f ast . "  
The " el i t e"  r unner s wi l l  swi f t l y  l eave t he amat eur s behi nd.  But  Al i ce Rosen 
hopes t o be at  l east  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he pack.  The 26- year - ol d Amer i can 
pl ays t he v i ol a i n t he Hong Kong Phi l har moni c Or chest r a.  When she hear d 
about  
t he r ace,  she j umped t o pay her  $1, 000 f or  t he char t er  f l i ght  f r om Bei j i ng 
and t hr ee ni ght s i n a Pyongyang hot el .   " I  f i gur e i t  wi l l  be my onl y chance 
t o see t he count r y, "  she says.  Runner s have been pr omi sed a day of  t our i ng 
ar ound Pyongyang af t er  t he mar at hon,  t hough she conceded,  " Obvi ousl y,  we 
won' t  be seei ng t hi ngs of f  t he beat en pat h. "  
The r ace i t sel f  wi l l  l i kel y  be unf or get t abl e.  Ener gy- cr i ppl ed Nor t h Kor ea 
may 
not  be abl e t o keep t he l i ght s on i n t he count r ysi de,  but  i t  can put  on a 
show.  
" You' l l  have a mi l l i on peopl e l i ni ng t he st r eet s,  and an encor e of  70, 000 i n 
t he st adi um"  f or  t he r ace,  Hor ne says.  " We don' t  t hi nk t her e' s  any ot her  
mar at hon t hat  has t hat  k i nd of  set t i ng.  I magi ne r unni ng t o t he f i ni sh i nt o 
an 
ar ena wi t h a wal l  of  peopl e i n t he st adi um goi ng up 300 f eet . "  
Sur e,  par t i c i pat i on of  t he audi ence may be mandat or y,  he says.  But  he has 
l i t t l e doubt  t he ent husi asm wi l l  be genui ne.  
" Af t er  al l ,  t her e ar e not  a l ot  of  ent er t ai nment  opt i ons i n Pyongyang. "  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
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8.  SPONSORS TO AI D DPRK CELEBRATI ON 
by Chr i st opher  Tor chi a,  Associ at ed Pr ess,  Seoul ,  15 Apr i l  2001 
 
Happy bi r t hday,  Gr eat  Leader !  Br ought  t o you by Hei neken.  Our  passi on i s  
your  
per f ect  beer .  And by Fi l a.  Out f i t s  a l i t t l e easi er ,  a l i t t l e qui cker .  
For  t he f i r s t  t i me Sunday,  communi st  Nor t h Kor ea mar ked i t s  bi ggest  nat i onal  
hol i day -  t he bi r t hday of  l at e nat i onal  f ounder  Ki m I l  Sung -  wi t h t he hel p 
of  sponsor shi p f r om West er n compani es.   About  500 Nor t h Kor ean r unner s and 
50 
f r om near l y  t wo dozen ot her  count r i es i ncl udi ng t he Uni t ed St at es r aced 
al ong 
t he wi de boul evar ds of  t he capi t al ,  Pyongyang,  i n a mar at hon t hat  was 
coor di nat ed by I SL,  a Swi ss- based spor t s  mar ket i ng f i r m.  Some wor e cor por at e 
l ogos.   Nor t h Kor ea' s  st at e- r un medi a made no ment i on of  t he f or ei gn 
compani es '  r ol e i n t he r ace,  whi ch st ar t ed and ended i n t he monol i t hi c,  
70, 000- seat  Ki m I l  Sung st adi um.  
" I t  i s  sponsor ed by t he ( Nor t h Kor ean)  At hl et i c  Associ at i on on t he pr i nci pl e 
of  t he I nt er nat i onal  Amat eur  At hl et i c  Feder at i on, "  r epor t ed KCNA,  Nor t h 
Kor ea' s  f or ei gn news out l et .   Nor t h Kor ea' s  deci s i on t o al l ow f or ei gn 
compani es t o get  i nvol ved i n an event  hel d i n honor  of  i t s  r ever ed l at e 
pr esi dent ,  known as Gr eat  Leader ,  cont r adi ct ed i t s  espousal  of  a phi l osophy 
of  sel f - r el i ance,  cal l ed " j uche, "  as wel l  as l ongt i me condemnat i on of  
West er n 
capi t al i sm.   However ,  t he move was i n l i ne wi t h t he i sol at ed nat i on' s  
ef f or t s  
l ast  year  t o engage Sout h Kor ea,  l aunch di pl omat i c  t i es wi t h Eur opean and 
ot her  nat i ons and adopt  what  Nor t h Kor ean l eader  Ki m Jong I l  t er med " new 
t hi nki ng. "   ( . . . )  
Pr i ze money awai t ed t he wi nner s,  i nc l udi ng $3, 000 f or  Nor t h Kor ean Ki m Jung 



Won,  who f i ni shed t he men' s r ace i n t wo hour s,  11 mi nut es and ei ght  seconds.  
Jong Yong Ok,  al so f r om Nor t h Kor ea,  was awar ded $2, 000 af t er  wi nni ng t he 
women' s cont est  i n t wo hour s,  28 mi nut es and 32 seconds.   ( . . . )  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
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9.  EU BUSI NESSMEN READY TO ENGAGE DPRK 
by Gr egor y C.  Eaves,  The Kor ea Ti mes,  15 Apr i l  2001 
 
Peopl e t end t o f or get  about  Nor t h Kor ea when i t  comes t o busi ness.  
Cer t ai nl y,  i f  we' r e di scussi ng war ,  f ami ne,  di ct at or shi ps or  peace 
br oker i ng,  
t he count r y i s  pr omi nent  i n al l  di scussi ons.  But  when t her e i s  t al k  about  
busi ness and i nvest ment ,  i t  r anks wel l  bel ow Myanmar  and Af ghani st an.  
However ,  Eur opean busi nessmen i n Kor ea ar e t r y i ng t o change t hat .   The 
Eur opean Uni on Chamber  of  Commer ce i n Kor ea ( EUCCK)  has a whol e commi t t ee 
dedi cat ed t o Nor t h Kor ean af f ai r s,  j ust  as t hey have,  say,  a Food & Bever age 
commi t t ee and a Phar maceut i cal s  commi t t ee.   The EUCCK has publ i shed a l i s t  
of  
r ecommendat i ons,  ai med not  at  mi l i t ar y over t hr ow of  t he Nor t h or  at  t aki ng 
away f r om t he Ki m Jong- i l  c l i que' s  power ,  but  ai med at  wor ki ng wi t h t he 
power s t hat  be.  
Thei r  r ecommendat i ons ar e ai med at  t he " br i sk devel opment  of  busi ness 
exchanges bet ween Nor t h Kor ea and EU compani es. "  They cal l  f or  easi er  access 
t o t he Nor t h Kor ean mar ket ,  mor e busi ness dat a about  t he Nor t h Kor ean mar ket  
and l ess di scr i mi nat i on,  as t hey f eel  t hat  busi ness benef i t s  ext ended t o 
Sout h Kor ean compani es shoul d be equal l y  ext ended t o EU compani es t hat  
oper at e i n t he Sout h.  
Thi s  i s  i n st ar k cont r ast  t o t he Amer i can Chamber  of  Commer ce i n Kor ea,  
AmCham,  whi ch seems t o concent r at e sol el y  on busi ness sout h of  t he DMZ,  
cer t ai nl y  t he l ar ger  and t he mor e weal t hy mar ket ,  and whi ch seems t o i gnor e 
t he ent i r e nat i on of  some 24 mi l l i on,  al bei t  poor ,  peopl e.  
The execut i ve message i n AmCham' s " I mpr ovi ng Kor ea' s  Busi ness Cl i mat e"  has 
one br i ef  par agr aph on Nor t h Kor ea.  I t  suppor t s  Pr esi dent  Ki m Dae-  j ung' s  
Sunshi ne Pol i cy,  of  cour se,  and f ol l ows wi t h a st at ement  t hat ,  " a US 
busi ness 
pr esence wi l l  be benef i c i al  i n est abl i shi ng c l oser  t i es,  i mpr ovi ng mut ual  
under st andi ng and openi ng channel s of  communi cat i on bet ween Nor t h Kor ea and 
t he US. "   AmCham does not  expl ai n how i t  pl ans t o hel p US busi nesses t hat  
hope t o open channel s i nt o t he r ecl usi ve di ct at or shi p.  
The EUCCK appr oaches i t s  goal ,  t hat  of  pr omot i ng busi ness,  i n a much mor e 
humane manner  t han AmCham.  As t he EUCCK says i n i t s  r ecent  r epor t ,  " t he r ol e 
of  Eur opean ent i t i es i s  not  j ust  and shoul d not  be l i mi t ed t o t he one of  a 
mer e economi c agent .  Eur opean i nvest or s ar e f ul l y  par t  of  t he soci et y at  
l ar ge and i n t hi s  r espect  show t hei r  concer n about  t he cur r ent  soci al  i ssues 
pr evai l i ng on t he Kor ean peni nsul a. "  Thi s  char act er i zes EU suppor t  f or  
soci al  
measur es,  whet her  f ami ne r el i ef  or  openi ng embassi es.  
Eur opean nat i ons wer e some of  t he f i r s t  West er n count r i es t o open embassi es 
i n Pyongyang l at e l ast  year .  I ndeed,  t he Swi ss have had an embassy t her e 
s i nce t he 1970s.  Fi l a,  an I t al i an spor t s  and f ashi on house,  i s  a sponsor  of  
t he Nor t h Kor ean Ol ympi c t eam.   I SL,  a Swi ss company and one of  t he wor l d' s  
l ar gest  spor t s  mar ket i ng f i r ms,  or gani zed t he Pyongyang I nt er nat i onal  
Mar at hon hel d yest er day.   Hei neken,  a Dut ch br ewer y co- sponsor ed t he 
mar at hon.  



Per haps because of  t he EUCCK' s mor e engagi ng pol i cy t owar ds Pyongyang,  
Eur opean act i v i t y  seems t o be much mor e pr onounced t han US act i v i t y  i n Nor t h 
Kor ea.  Or ,  t hi s  heavi er  Eur opean pr esence i n t he Nor t h may be due t o mor e 
act i ve engagement  by EU gover nment s.  Or  per haps,  due t o t he US mi l i t ar y 
pr esence i n t he Sout h,  Pyongyang i s  l ess t han keen on r ecei v i ng busi nesses 
f r om t he Uni t ed St at es.  
But  t he r esul t  i s  t hat  Eur opean busi nesses ar e get t i ng a st ep ahead of  
Amer i can ones when i t  comes t o Nor t her n i nvest ment s.  The EUCCK r epor t  shows 
t hat  t hey ar e al r eady l ooki ng at  ser i ous busi ness wi t h Nor t h Kor ea.  " The 
r api d expansi on of  EU- Nor t h Kor ea busi ness t i es shoul d be envi saged,  f or  
exampl e,  on t ar i f f s  and quot as i n Nor t h Kor ea' s  key expor t ,  r aw mat er i al s,  
and manuf act ur i ng sect or s l i ke t he t ext i l e i ndust r y. "  The EU i s  al r eady 
l ooki ng at  expor t i ng f r om t he Nor t h.  We wi l l  soon be buyi ng Fi l as wi t h " Made 
i n Nor t h Kor ea"  l abel s.  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
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10.  PRACTI CAL TI PS ON DOI NG BUSI NESS I N DPRK 
Kor ea Tr ade- I nvest ment  Pr omot i on Agency ( KOTRA)  
*  Thr ow out  any compar i son wi t h Vi et nam,  Thai l and,  or  ot her s bef or e even 
t hi nki ng about  doi ng busi ness wi t h Nor t h Kor ea.  
*  El ect r i cal  vol t age i s  220 vol t s;  bl ackout s and br ownout s ar e common,  so 
common sense di ct at es i nvest i ng i n a f l ashl i ght .  
*  Br i ng al ong a por t abl e pr i nt er  wi t h your  not ebook comput er ,  pl us 
appr opr i at e adapt er s and pl ugs.  
*  Leave your  cel l ul ar  phone at  home.  Ot her wi se you wi l l  be r equi r ed t o 
sur r ender  i t  f or  t he dur at i on of  your  st ay.  
*  Do not  expect  t o be abl e t o st ay i n dai l y  cont act  wi t h your  head of f i ce 
whi l e i n t he DPRK.  
*  Exer ci se gr eat  di scr et i on wi t h r espect  t o phot ogr aphy;  i f  i n doubt ,  ask,  
ever yt i me.  
*  Tr y not  t o r uf f l e f eat her s;  i t  i s  f ar  bet t er  t o st ar t  one' s  v i s i t  on a 
hi gh 
t han on a hi ccup.  
*  Do not  conf use Sout h Kor ean won cur r ency f or  Nor t h Kor ean won.  The 
of f i c i al  
exchange r at e of  t he DPRK won i s  about  2. 13 t o t he dol l ar ;  t hen agai n,  
expect  
t o chop of f  zer os on pr i ce t ags i n Pyongyang.  
*  Expect  t o be pl easant l y  sur pr i sed by Pyongyang.  Cl ose scr ut i ny wi l l  i ndeed 
r eveal  some ser i ous bl emi shes,  but ,  over al l ,  t he c i t y  i s  at t r act i ve and wel l  
l ai d out .  The capi t al  boast s t wo l uxur y hot el s,  t he mor e est abl i shed Kor yo 
and t he newer  Yanggakdo,  t he l at t er  on an i s l et  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he Taedong 
Ri ver ,  whi ch cut s t hr ough t he c i t y .  
*  Excel l ent  Kaesung gi nseng pr oduct s and domest i cal l y  pr oduced cosmet i cs and 
spi r i t s  make good souveni r s.  The Kor yo Hot el  i n par t i cul ar  has a 
wel l - st ocked 
gi f t  mar ket .  
*  I f  you ar e not  goi ng i n wi t h a speci f i c  busi ness pur pose,  do not  t r y  t o 
suggest  ot her wi se t o your  host s.  DPRK of f i c i al s  have had year s of  exper i ence 
of  f or ei gn cor por at i ons s i gni ng meani ngl ess " agr eement s"  whi ch ul t i mat el y  
l ed 
t o not hi ng.  " MOU f at i gue"  i s  ver y much i n evi dence among DPRK of f i c i al s,  and 
t hey do not  enj oy t he sympt oms.  
*  Your  host s wi l l  have gone t o gr eat  l engt hs t o ar r ange meet i ng.  Reci pr ocat e 
t hese ef f or t s  and cour t esy by t ur ni ng up on t i me and bei ng wel l - pr epar ed.  



They wi l l  be.  
*  Expect  an excel l ent  command of  Engl i sh among your  DPRK count er par t s.  Thi s  
appl i es bot h i n negot i at i ons and document  r evi ew.  Expect  dr af t  cont r act s t o 
be di ssect ed i n det ai l .  
*  Remember  t hat  your  behavi or  i n t he DPRK wi l l  wei gh heavi l y  i n any deci s i on 
as t o whet her  you get  back i n.  Thi s  advi ce may al so appl y t o what  you say,  
do,  or  wr i t e publ i c l y  af t er  you have l ef t .  
*  Di scr et i on i s  t he key,  bot h i n your  pr epar at i ons f or  ent r y  and once you 
ar e 
t her e.  Avoi d f anf ar e.  
 ( Sour ce :  Kor ea' s  Economy 2001,  Vol ume 17 ( The Kor ea Economi c I nst i t ut e and 
t he Kor ea I nst i t ut e of  I nt er nat i onal  Economi c Pol i cy,  www. kei a. or g)  
Li nk t o ar t i c l e:  
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CanKor  i s  an el ect r oni c  news c l i ppi ng ser v i ce f or  Canadi ans i nt er est ed i n 
t he 
Democr at i c  Peopl e' s  Republ i c  of  Kor ea ( DPRK) .  Fi nanci al  suppor t  i s  r ecei ved 
f r om t he Nor t heast  Asi a Cooper at i on Pr oj ect  based i n t he Pr ogr amme on 
Canada- Asi a Pol i cy St udi es at  t he Uni ver s i t y  of  Br i t i sh Col umbi a.  
Copyr i ght  of  al l  i t ems l i s t ed or  r epr i nt ed r est s wi t h t he or i gi nal  
publ i sher s.  CanKor  accept s no l i abi l i t y  f or  i naccur aci es,  er r or s or  
omi ssi ons.  Those wi shi ng t o publ i sh mat er i al  pr esent ed her e must  consul t  
or i gi nal  copyr i ght  hol der s.  CanKor  wel comes cont r i but i ons of  Canadi an news 
i t ems,  comment ar i es,  paper s,  and book r evi ews.  
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