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President visits ground zero on New York visit
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New York visit

The Ground Zero site where the World
Trade Center towers once stood was
the focus of the visit by Prof. David
Blockley and Dr Keith Eaton to New
York, on the first leg of their North
American tour. They discussed
developments on the site with Pablo
Lopez and Andrew Pontecorvo of
Mueser Rutledge.

Dr Eaton said: ‘We were given a
fascinating insight into what had been
happening at the site. Our hosts,
under the firm’s principal engineer

reveals extent of WTC disaster

George Tamaro (F), had been
constantly involved at Ground Zero for
several months. They had been called
in as foundation engineers within a
week of 11 September, and had spent
several months examining the stability
of the debris and the diaphragm wall
all around the site, commonly known
as the “bathtub” They had been key
individuals in advising on the
excavation of the site, with a great
deal of care being needed before
debris could be removed in order to

The President presenting a copy of the Safety in tall buildings report to
the President of the ASCE Metropolitan Section, Maria Grazia Bruschi

maintain the stability of the original
slurry walls.

‘They showed us many fascinating
slides’ he continued, ‘ranging from
molten metal which was still red hot
weeks after the event, to 4-inch thick
steel plates sheared and bent in the
disaster’. Other images explained the
concerns of the New Jersey authorities
over the PATH train tunnels (which
had linked the WTC site to New Jersey
across the Hudson River). These
tunnels were leaking after the disaster,
and might have allowed a tremendous
amount of water to flood through into
New Jersey. A 10m mass concrete plug
was placed in the tunnels, just in case.

Ground Zero General Manager,
Peter Rinaldi of the New York Port
Authority (the owners of the site)
joined them for a visit to view Ground
Zero and explained what is currently
happening. Dr Eaton said: ‘He too had
been closely involved for the past 11
months, and clearly these engineers
are continuing to play a vital part of all
the ongoing operations — and will
continue to do so over the next couple
of years’.

At a meeting with Les Robertson,
the principal structural engineering
designer of the World Trade Center
towers, and his senior partner Saw-
Teen See, at their offices close to
Ground Zero, some of their key
projects were discussed, including an
amazing new tall building in
Shanghai. ‘We naturally discussed
aspects of the World Trade Center
towers, and the effects it had had on
Les and the practice’ said Dr Eaton. ‘It
was very sobering, and poignant, to
see the view from Les’s office, where
the twin towers once stood.’

Risk discussion

At a joint technical meeting of the
ASCE Metropolitan Section with
IStructE members, chaired by Maria
Grazia Bruschi, President of the
Section, 40 people heard the President
give a presentation on ‘Risk, reliability
and vulnerability’. According to Dr
Eaton this was well received and
resulted in considerable discussion
with those present. ‘The evening also
provided an ideal opportunity to meet
with some of our IStructE members in
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Above: Prof. Blockley and Dr
Eaton with Les Robertson,
structural engineer for the World
Trade Center twin towers, during
their visit to his offices in New
York

Right: The view of Ground Zero
from the offices of Leslie E
Robertson Associates, LERA

New York’, he said, ‘and everyone
present was interested to see the
copies of the new report into Safety in
tall buildings.’

Other meetings about
collaboration

Whilst in New York, they had other
useful meetings with several IStructE
members and with other
organisations, some of which were
kindly hosted and facilitated at the
Arup offices. The registration process
of professional engineers (PE) in New
York State compared to that in the UK
was discussed with the New York State
Licensing Board for Engineers. Then
they met officials from SEAoNY, the

Structural Engineers Association of
New York. SEAONY is just 7 years old,
and currently has 450 members.

Since 11 September 2001, SEAONY
has taken on an important role,
proactively co-ordinating activities of
its members in the clean-up
operation and the on-going
assessment of buildings (see
http://www.seaony.org).

Dr Eaton said: ‘We exchanged
information with SEAONY about
IStructE, and it was agreed that both
organisations would benefit from a
continuing collaboration.’
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