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Foreword 
The Greater Dublin Area incorporates the Dublin Regional Authority and the Mid East 
Regional Authority and the geographical area of Dublin City, Fingal, Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown, South Dublin, Kildare, Meath and Wicklow.  Since 1999 the Greater Dublin Area 
has worked towards the Regional Strategy described in the Strategic Planning Guidelines for 
the Greater Dublin Area. The Regional Authorities are reviewing the Strategic Planning 
Guidelines and are preparing new Regional Planning Guidelines incorporating the National 
Spatial Strategy. 
 
The National Spatial Strategy provides a national level strategic planning framework over the 
next twenty years.  Spatial planning at the regional level must work within the overall 
approach taken in the National Spatial Strategy, while providing more detail and establishing 
a development and spatial framework that can be used to strengthen Local Authority 
Development Plans and other planning strategies at county, city and local level. 
 
The implementation of the National Spatial Strategy requires that “Regional Planning 
Guidelines” be put in place across the Country and that the Strategic Planning Guidelines for 
the Greater Dublin Area be reviewed.  
 
Regional Planning Guidelines need to be supported by a broad socio-economic context for 
the region that is outlined in Part A.  Part B in turn articulates the vision and strategy for the 
region in economic and social terms. 
 
The statutory provisions to prepare Regional Planning Guidelines is contained in Chapter 
Three, Sections 21-27 of the Local Government Planning and Development Act 2000 (the 
Act).  The Act vests the power to make Regional Planning Guidelines to Regional Authorities.  
The objective of the Regional Planning Guidelines is to provide a long-term (12-20 years) 
strategic planning framework for the development of the region.  Issues to be addressed, in 
accordance with the principles of proper planning and sustainable development, include: 
 

 Projected population trends, and settlement and housing strategies 
 Economic and employment trends 
 Location of industrial and commercial development 
 Transportation, including public transportation 
 Water supply and waste water facilities 
 Energy and communications networks 
 Provision of educational, healthcare, retail and other community facilities 
 Preservation and protection of the environment and its amenities 
 Other matters that may be prescribed by the Minister 

 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has prescribed that the 
National Spatial Strategy should be implemented through Regional Planning Guidelines.   
 
Regional Planning Guidelines shall contain information on the likely significant effects on the 
environment of implementing the Guidelines. Regional Authorities, when making regional 
guidelines, must take account of Government policies.  When making guidelines which affect 
the Gaeltacht, the Regional Authority shall have regard to the need to protect the linguistic 
and cultural heritage of the Gaeltacht. 
 
A Planning Authority shall have regard to any Regional Guidelines in force for its area when 
making and adopting a development plan (provided the guidelines are not more than 6 years 
old).  The Minister may direct planning authorities to comply with regional guidelines.  
 
Following the making of Regional Planning Guidelines, Planning Authorities must review 
existing development plans and consider whether a variation is needed to bring them in line 
with the Guidelines. 
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Section 1 Context 
 
International Policy Context 
 
The European model of development has, as its basis, the creation of balanced development. 
This is dependent on the organisation of land uses that balance the demand for development 
with the need for the protection of the environment and seeks to achieve social and economic 
objectives and the reduction of disparities between and within European States.  (See 
Appendix B for details) 
 
National Development Plan 
Designed to underpin the development of a dynamic competitive economy over the period 
2000-2006, the National Development Plan, aims to build on the unprecedented economic 
progress of recent years and to strengthen the foundations for further strong and sustainable 
progress in the years ahead.1 

Against the backdrop of the National Development Plan there are two NUTS II Regional 
Assembles.  The Greater Dublin Area is in the Southern and Eastern Regional Assembly. 
 
Progress on the implementation of the public investment priorities set out in the current NDP 
(2000-2006) has been substantial. However, investment needs to be sustained to make up for 
the legacy of under-investment arising from the pre-‘Celtic Tiger’ era and to facilitate the 
substantial economic expansion of recent years and the pressures arising from this. 
Investment Priorities remain in the following areas: 
 

• Physical Infrastructure: while good progress has been made on a range of key 
transport infrastructure projects (roads, public transport) and waste water facilities 
(Dublin Bay project), ongoing priorities remain in the (public) housing sector and the 
sourcing of (fresh) water;  

• Human Resources: while progress has been impressive, ongoing investment is 
needed particularly in terms of active support for the unemployed and socially 
excluded, the promotion of life-long learning and upskilling and the investment in 
schools and colleges;  

• Enterprise Promotion and Employment: while the unemployment rate is at a historic 
low (despite a slight increase since 2000), care needs to be taken to adjust to newly 
emerging priorities in the overall economic environment, these include a shift away 
from manufacturing towards international services and an increased emphasis on 
research and development;  

• Social and Cultural Development: progress under the various measures set out under 
this heading appear to be varied, ongoing priorities remain with regard to anti-poverty 
intervention, urban renewal and the provision of a number of facilities incl. childcare, 
sports, recreational and cultural facilities. 

 
Overall, any future investment under the current and forthcoming NDPs will have to take 
account of existing and future planning frameworks for the GDA, such as the NSS and 
Regional Planning Guidelines. (More detailed information on National Development Plan 
progress is located in appendix B) 
 
 
National Spatial Strategy 
 
Published in 2002, the strategy focus is on people and places and where they live and work. 
The Strategy seeks to unlock potential for progress, growth and development in a more 
balanced way across Ireland, supported by more effective planning.  The strategy is a 20-year 
framework for the seven Regions. 
 
The five core messages in the National Spatial Strategy are 
 

• A wider range of work opportunities 
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• A better quality of life 
• Better places to live 
• Effective urban and rural planning 
• Getting things done 

 
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government leads implementation of 
the Strategy.2 

The preparation and adoption of Regional Planning 
Guidelines is the first stage in the roll out of the 
Strategy through the Regional Authorities to Local 
Authorities through the Development Plan process 
and other development programmes.  
  
 
 
The spatial policy for the Greater Dublin Area is: 
 
A more efficient Greater Dublin Area   
That the Greater Dublin Area’s vital national role is 
secured in terms of improved mobility, urban 
design quality, social mix, international and 
regional connections. 
 
 
Consolidating the Greater Dublin Area 
It is essential to the National Spatial Strategy  that the 
performance of the economy of the Greater Dublin 
Area and surrounding counties is built upon so that its 
success, competitiveness and national role are 
sustained into the future. 
 
Dublin will continue to grow in population and output terms. However, it is not desirable for the 
city to continue to spread physically into surrounding counties. The physical consolidation of 
Dublin, supported by effective land use policies for the urban area itself, is an essential 
requirement for a competitive Dublin. Consolidation is also required for the public transport 
system to function effectively. In turn, investment in public transport will assist in promoting a 
more efficient and competitive Greater Dublin Area. 
 
In order to achieve this physical consolidation, the existing and proposed new bodies 
responsible for strategic planning in the Greater Dublin Area must, particularly in the context 
of reviews of the current Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Area, take the following 
actions. 
 
 

• creating an efficient and high quality system of public transport connections within the 
Dublin area to improve access to employment, education, services and amenities. 

• good international access particularly through Dublin Airport and Dublin Port. 
• good transport and telecommunications connections with other national gateways. 
• efficient and cost effective water services and waste management infrastructure. 
• concentrating employment intensive activities close to public transport corridors and 

road transport intensive activities close to the strategic road network. 
• continuing investment in and development of Dublin’s ability to innovate in education, 

research and development through its third level educational institutions and effective 
linkages with industry, 

• maintaining the distinction between the city and town components within the Greater 
Dublin Area as envisaged by the Strategic Planning Guidelines for the area, which 
focus on the metropolitan area, the hinterland and a number of other strategically 
placed towns as primary or secondary development centres within the hinterland. 
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• protecting Dublin’s outstanding natural setting – Dublin Bay, the Dublin and Wicklow 
Mountains, surrounding rural hinterlands, river valleys like the Boyne and Liffey, and 
physical amenities such as parks. 

• investing in the quality of life attractions of the city and its surrounding centres, 
particularly in terms of education at primary and secondary level, healthcare, 
childcare, cultural and entertainment facilities. 

• eliminating areas of social deprivation and ensuring integrated development of areas 
in the future.3 

 
Other National Policy documents of importance to the Review are detailed in Appendix B. 

 
Regional Policy Context 
 
The Regional Reports of the Dublin and Mid East Regional Authorities, published in 1996, 
recommended the need for Regional Planning Guidelines and a framework to guide 
infrastructure investment. The Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area, 
published in 1999, is the “big picture” strategy that all agencies are advised to work with in 
relation to strategic planning and development planning in the Greater Dublin Area. In 
particular the population futures described in the Guidelines and amended in the Review and 
Update 2000 are referred to in strategic and local reports in the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
 
Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area  
 
The Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area (1999) are the regional 
planning guidelines for the Dublin and Mid East regions which include the local authority 
areas of Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown, Fingal, Kildare, Meath, South Dublin and 
Wicklow.  
 
The key elements of the guidelines include: 
 

• Incorporation of the principles of sustainable development as established in the 
National Sustainable Development Strategy adopted by the Government  

• Increased emphasis on the concentration of future development into the 
metropolitan area and in designated development centres, located on 
transportation corridors in the hinterland area  

• The growth of the designated development centre over time, to become 
communities in which residential and employment functions will be balanced and 
which will be the principle service centres for the hinterland area. It is recognised 
in the guidelines that, in the short to medium term, commuting from the 
development centres into the metropolitan area will continue and the strategy is 
to accommodate as much of this commuting as possible on public transport  

• Extensive strategic greenbelt areas, within which development will be 
encouraged to meet local needs but not needs arising from commuting  

• The facilitation of transport modes alternative to the private car, including a 
greatly enhanced ‘mesh’ of public transport in the metropolitan area and good 
public transport links between the development centres and the metropolitan area 
to reduce commuting by car and to better integrate those centres into the overall 
economy of the greater Dublin area.4 

 
The strategic vision as laid out in the published guidelines consists of:  

• Metropolitan Area comprising the existing built-up area of Dublin and its 
immediate environs; and the  

• Hinterland Area comprising the remainder of the Greater Dublin Area and 
containing a range of towns of various sizes together with extensive areas of 
countryside. 
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This distinction will remain in the future and these two contrasting areas, the Metropolitan 
Area and the Hinterland Area, provide a basis for the development of separate, but co-
ordinated and inter-related, development paths that will move forward together, in parallel, 
each one facilitating the overall economic and social development of the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
The adoption of a strategy that favours and facilitates public transportation in both areas 
requires the consolidation of future growth into a limited number of locations, where adequate 
transport infrastructure can be provided. 
 
The strategic vision for the Greater Dublin Area therefore incorporates the following elements: 
 

• Dublin will remain the capital city of Ireland and a major European centre, 
competing with other cities in the EU, and serving a wide range of international, 
national, regional and local needs. 

 
• The Dublin and Mid-East Regions will 

continue to be attractive, vibrant locations for 
industry, commerce, recreation and tourism 
and be a major focus for economic growth 
within the country. 

 
• Dublin, through its port and airport, will 

continue to be a very important entry/exit 
point for the country as a whole, and a 
‘gateway’ between the European Union and 
the rest of the world, and consequently 
access to and through the area will continue 
to be a matter of national significance. 

 
• Development throughout the Greater Dublin 

Area will be increasingly related to a 
significantly enhanced public transport 
system. 

 
• Development within the Metropolitan Area will be consolidated, allowing for the 

accommodation of a greater population than at present, with a much-enhanced 
public transport system. This will require some increase in overall development 
densities as well as measures to ensure priority for public transport. In time, this 
will lead to a more compact urban form, relative to the size of the population, and 
will reduce the growth in overall demand for travel. 

 
• The growth of the Metropolitan Area will be balanced by the concentration of 

development into major centres in the Hinterland Area. These towns (or adjacent 
sets of towns) will each have a high level of employment activity, high order 
shopping and a full range of social facilities. The longer-term objective will be to 
create towns, as self-sufficient as possible, with only limited commuting to the 
Metropolitan Area. Nevertheless, the towns will require to be well linked to Dublin 
by good road and rail infrastructure. 

 
• The major centres in the Hinterland Area will be separated from each other and 

from the Metropolitan Area by extensive areas of ‘Strategic Green Belt’ land 
devoted to agricultural and similar uses and within which development will be 
limited to meeting local needs.5 
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Strategy for the Metropolitan Area: 
 
In line with the overall vision, the strategy for the Metropolitan Area is to follow a development 
path that will: 
  
• consolidate development within area;  
 
• increase overall densities of development; and  
 
• thereby facilitate the provision of a considerably 

enhanced public transport system and facilitate and 
encourage a shift to public transport. 

 
This, in time, will lead to a more compact urban form, 
relative to the size of the population and reduce the 
overall growth in demand for travel, provided that travel 
demand management measures (that might include 
further controls on long-term parking, peak hour road 
pricing, etc.) are also introduced and implemented. This 
approach makes best use of the existing public 
transport facilities within the city and the wide-ranging 
commitments made in the DTI with respect to further 
public transport investment in the area. 
 
Within the constraints of existing and planned wastewater treatment infrastructure, the 
population of the area can grow from 1.1 million in 1996 to almost 1.25 million in the future. 
When that figure is reached, consideration will have to be given to whether additional sanitary 
services infrastructure should be provided to continue the consolidation of the Metropolitan 
Area and/or whether to direct the majority of future growth to the Hinterland Area. 
 
Future development in the Metropolitan Area will be located so as to maximise the potential of 
the public transportation system. The additional population will be accommodated through: 

 
• Consolidation of the three western towns of Tallaght, Lucan-Clondalkin and 

Blanchardstown to their approximate design populations, thereby making best 
use of infrastructure already provided for these areas;  

 
• The further development of Swords (in concert with improvements to public 

transport), and the Bray-Greystones-Delgany area of north Wicklow; 
 

• Limited further development of the north Kildare towns of Leixlip, Celbridge, 
Maynooth and Kilcock, focussed on accessibility to the public transport network, 
especially rail; 

 
• The development of a limited number of new areas contiguous to existing centres 

and to public transport; 
 

• Re-development of brownfield sites, though the extent of these is limited; 
 

• Infill development, where possible, within the existing built-up area; and  
 

• Measures to increase occupancy rates in existing residential areas where these 
rates are low. 

 
In addition to new development within the Metropolitan Area, the strategy seeks for the 
maximum possible re-development of brownfield sites and of infill potential throughout the 
area. 
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As already stated, a principal objective of the strategy is to facilitate a much enhanced public 
transport system within the Metropolitan Area, incorporating both improved radial and cross-
radial routes, and establishing conditions that will encourage greater use of this system. 
 
Nodes on the rail and LRT routes and those at the intersection of major transport routes will 
have particular significance. In addition to the existing ‘town centres’ within the Metropolitan 
area (such as Dun Laoghaire, Tallaght, Blanchardstown, Swords and Bray) it may be possible 
to develop some additional urban nodes as District Centres, providing a good range of 
services, including significant levels of retailing, and employment activities such as office use. 
The location of these will depend on the future transportation system, but might include 
established centres such as Dundrum and Finglas, together with possibly new centres where 
significant amounts of redevelopment land are available. These nodes should be served by a 
coordinated bus network, not only to provide local journeys but also to provide connections to 
the rail and LRT routes. 
 
The Metropolitan Area contains significant areas of land with relatively under-occupied 
housing, due generally to an ageing population. This land is primarily located in the inner and 
middle suburbs of Dublin. To address this issue, it is recommended that measures be 
introduced, on an area basis, with the objective of increasing occupancy rates in selected 
residential areas with significant under-occupied housing. These schemes, which might 
initially be undertaken on a pilot basis, should focus on a variety of techniques that might 
include any or all of the following:  

 
• tax relief for the sale of houses in the areas, for the leasing or rental of houses or 

rooms and/or for the provision of accommodation for the elderly in their own 
localities; 

 
• provision of support services to facilitate the elderly in the sale/rental of their 

houses and in obtaining alternative local accommodation; 
 

• direct provision of accommodation for the elderly in their own locality; and  
 

• pilot implementation of physical changes to housing areas, such as the duplexing 
of residences.6 

 
Strategy for the Hinterland: 
 
The proposed development path for the Hinterland 
Area has the objective of achieving, over a period of 
time, a number of large towns (or adjacent sets of 
towns), each complete with a high level of 
employment activities, high order shopping and a full 
range of social facilities. Ideally, such towns should 
be self-sufficient with little or no commuting to the 
Metropolitan Area. However, it is recognised that 
this is an unachievable target in the timescale 
covered by the Guidelines. Nevertheless, the longer-
term objective should be to achieve self-sufficient 
towns, and in the meantime to establish the 
conditions in these towns to allow for that. 
 
It is, therefore, proposed that future development in the Hinterland Area be strongly directed 
into ‘development centres’ comprising of: 

 
• Primary centres at Drogheda, Navan, Balbriggan, Naas-Newbridge-Kilcullen and 

Wicklow. Apart from Navan, each of these is on an existing transportation corridor. 
 

• Secondary centres at Athy, Arklow and Kildare-Monasterevin, all on existing or potential 
transportation corridors. 
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Navan has been selected as a primary ‘development centre’ because of its capacity, in terms 
of land, water supply and drainage, to accommodate considerable levels of development. 
This development is envisaged as including considerable levels of new employment 
activities. This is particularly important given that additional commuting from the town to the 
Metropolitan Area by private car is undesirable, and unsustainable. The provision of 
enhanced public transport links from Navan to the Metropolitan Area, including interim 
measures in the short-term, will also be important in allowing the town to develop in a more 
sustainable manner. 
 
Wicklow has been selected as a primary ‘development centre’ because of its location relative 
to the Metropolitan Area and its potential to be served by rail. It is recognized that Arklow has 
considerable potential to develop as a self-sufficient settlement due to its size, extent of 
available land, etc., and this is likely to be the first of the secondary development centres’ to 
be extensively developed. 
 
In the longer term, Athy, in particular, could become a major development centre. 
 
The concept of developing these towns, especially the larger ones, as self-contained centres 
is consistent with the overall policy for the development of the Mid-East Region and for towns 
immediately outside of the region, such as Mullingar and Portlaoise. The ‘development 
centres’ will be separated from each other, and from the Metropolitan Area, by areas of 
‘Strategic Green Belt’. 
 
It will be necessary to accommodate local growth in those parts of the Hinterland Area outside 
the proposed ‘development centres’. However, development outside of the designated 
centres should be strictly limited to local need. The spread of development intended primarily 
to serve the Metropolitan Area and generating significant levels of commuting is neither 
environmentally sustainable or economic and should be restricted using demand 
management techniques. In particular the spread of housing in rural areas should be severely 
restricted to local need. 
 
The form of development proposed, concentrated into urban centres, will reduce pressure on 
the countryside and provide a clearer distinction between urban and rural areas. It will also 
reduce the need to travel, and hence reduce overall growth in the demand for transport, by 
providing employment alternatives to the Metropolitan Area. 
 
It is, however, recognised that commuting to the Metropolitan Area will continue from these 
centres, at least in the short to medium term, and consequently a number of public transport 
facilities have been identified as being necessary for the growth of the major Hinterland 
towns. 
 
The basis for the growth of the ‘development centres’ is that they do not become primarily 
dormitory towns for the Metropolitan Area. For this reason, it may be desirable to constantly 
monitor their development and seek to co-ordinate the release of residentially zoned land to 
broadly reflect the establishment of employment in the centres. 
 
It is recognised that towns outside of the Greater Dublin Area, especially those with good rail 
connections such as Drogheda and Dundalk but also towns such as Mullingar, have 
increasing levels of commuting with the Metropolitan Area. These towns have considerable 
potential for development, with the possibility of offering relatively cheaper housing than the 
Greater Dublin Area. Whilst the brief for the Strategic Planning Guidelines does not extend to 
these towns, their development should be monitored and considered in any review of the 
Guidelines.7 
 
Since publication the Steering Committee of the Strategic Planning Guidelines have published  
short Annual Reports – Review and Update 2000, 2001 and 2002. 
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Regional Analysis of City/County Development Board Strategies  
 
City/County Development Board Strategies1 in the region in general emphasise a vision of 
high quality localities / neighbourhoods / towns / villages with the desirable mix of housing, 
amenity and employment. The main issues of joint concern are:  
 

• The need for quality residential developments with appropriate economic, social 
and cultural infrastructure in sustainable neighbourhoods.   

• The need for social and affordable housing and housing for people with special 
needs. 

• Guidelines/standards to be set for the minimum provision of social/economic and 
cultural infrastructure in order to create sustainable neighbourhoods. The efficient 
and innovative use of existing infrastructure - e.g. community and voluntary 
facilities, schools etc. 

• The Regional Planning Guidelines should be firmly built upon sustainability 
criteria and the draft Regional Planning Guidelines should be proofed against 
sustainability. 

• Methodologies for ‘proofing’ the Regional Planning Guidelines should be 
developed in relation to issues of Poverty, Equality, Gender, Disability, Rural 
Living, and Environment. 

• The need for consistent boundaries on a regional and local level for the different 
service providers in the region. A data strategy for all service providers to collate 
data on a coherent basis should be devised and resourced at regional level. 

• Newly established consultation structures such as the Community Forum and the 
Comhairle na nOg should be developed, supported and promoted. 

• Each CDB strategy has drawn up an agreed Strategy for Economic, Social and 
Cultural Development for its county or city. 

• These Strategies are the template guiding the delivery of public and 
  local development activity over a ten year period. 

• The aim is to ensure the avoidance of duplication in the delivery 
of services at local level, as well as filling gaps in meeting the needs of their 
communities. 

• There is an emphasis on counteracting social exclusion as well as on economic      
and cultural development. 

 
Dublin Transportation Office - Platform for Change 
 
The Dublin Transportation Office (DTO) was set up in 1995 to carry on the transportation 
planning process initially carried out by the Dublin Transportation Initiative (DTI). The report 
“A Platform for Change” published in 2001 provides a summary of the first updating by the 
DTO of the original DTI Strategy. 

 
• The DTO Strategy enables the achievement of the land use goals set out by the 

Strategic Planning Guidelines and meets the objectives derived from the Vision 
Statement and the Steering Committee.  The Strategy has two independent 
variables; 

 
• Infrastructure and Service Improvements to increase the supply of transport, 

including a substantial expansion of the public transport network, some strategic 
road construction and traffic management; 

 
• Demand Management, to reduce the growth in travel through the application of 

land use and other policies while maintaining economic progress, and which is 
designed to encourage a transfer of trips, especially at peak periods, from the 
private car to sustainable modes of transport (such as public transport, cycling 
and walking); 

                                                            
1 For details see page 16 
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The DTO Strategy is an integrated one. It will only be effective when both elements are 
implemented in a coherent way. Going ahead with the infrastructure element alone will not 
be enough. It must be accompanied by the demand management element and the 
complementary policies if the Strategy is to achieve its overall objectives. 
 
The DTO Strategy seeks to transform the transportation system in the Greater Dublin Area. 
It envisages, an extensive, high quality, fully accessible, integrated networks for DART/ 
suburban rail, LUAS, METRO, bus, roads, cycling and walking. Public Transport will cater for 
a majority of the demand for travel. Rail based systems will see a ten-fold increase in 
passenger numbers. Roads will be managed so that congestion for all road users is 
minimised. The overall effect of the Strategy, compared with a ‘Do minimum’ scenario, will 
be to reduce average journey times by half, reduce polluting emissions by a third and reduce 
accidents by a third. 
 
The principal components of the integrated transportation strategy are: 

• an integrated public transport network which provides for a radical transformation 
in the quality and quantity of services provided; 

• strategic, but limited, improvements to the road network which will be managed in 
a way which does not encourage peak hour car commuting; 

• traffic management policies which will optimise the use of the road network for all 
users, including car drivers and passengers, public transport passengers, cyclists 
and pedestrians; 

• a freight management policy designed to provide the basis for a detailed strategy 
to facilitate the movement of goods and improve freight access to ports and 
airports; 

• good quality cycling and pedestrian networks; 
• a statement of policy on demand management which will provide the basis for the 

development of a detailed demand management strategy; 
• guidance on complementary land use policies.8 

 
 

The DTO will begin the review of the Strategy at the end of 2003, expected to be completed in 
2005. 
 
Inter Regional Issues 
In a wider context, the spatial considerations for the areas adjoining and beyond the Greater 
Dublin Area have suggested the following responses. 
 
Recognising the potential and scale of the urban centres in Dundalk, Newry and Drogheda, 
there is a case for further strengthening the central portion of the Dublin-Belfast corridor in 
order to give that corridor greater economic integrity. 
 
To this end, Dundalk, with its increasing size and scale of activities, has the capacity to 
develop as a gateway within the Dublin-Belfast corridor. This gateway will also support a 
wider border area extending westwards from Dundalk. 
 
Developing Dundalk as a gateway would utilise its strategic location between Dublin and 
Belfast to underpin crossborder co-operation, particularly with neighbouring Newry. 
 
Building up the transport and business links between Dundalk and Newry would offer a scale 
of development and critical mass that can help drive development throughout the eastern part 
of the border region. 
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Border Region 
 

Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor 
 

Role of Gateway at Dundalk Urban Centre 
 

Role of Drogheda 
 
Role of Navan 

 
Access to National Capital and Airport and Port 
 
Commuting resident workforce to Greater Dublin Area 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greater Dublin 
Area 

 
West Region 
 
 
Access to National Capital and 
Airport and Port 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mid–West Region 
  
 
 
Access to National Capital and 
Airport and Port 

 
South–East Region 

 
Role of Gateway at Kilkenny 
Role of Carlow 
Rosslare Belfast Corridor 

 
Access to National Capital and Airport and Port 
 
Commuting resident workforce to Greater Dublin Area 

 
 
Midlands 
Importance of Gateway at Athlone 
Tullamore Mullingar 
 
Role of Portlaoise and Portarlington 
 
Role of Naas, Navan, Athy and 
Newbridge 
 
Access to National Capital and 
Airport and Port 
 
Commuting resident workforce to 
Greater Dublin Area 

 
 
 
South-West Region 
 
Access to National Capital and 
Airport and Port 

Northern Ireland 
 

  Dublin Belfast Economic Corridor 
 Potential of Newry Urban Centre 

 
Greater Dublin Area  Inter Regional Issues  
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The future role of towns such as Navan, Naas and Wicklow needs to take account not just of 
their relationship with Dublin, but also their function in the development and servicing of their 
own catchment areas and their relationship with other adjoining regions. Achieving the 
objectives of the National Spatial Strategy for balanced regional development means 
developing new gateways and hubs at strategic locations in other regions. This has 
implications for decisions on the ultimate size of towns in the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
While Drogheda is an inherent part of the Border region its development is strongly influenced 
by its relative proximity to Dublin. In seeking to develop the potential future role of Drogheda, 
therefore, account must also be taken of 
 

• Drogheda’s relationship with its own catchment 
• its role within the Border region 
• its role as a significant port 
• its role in the spatial development of the Greater Dublin Area having regard to 

the town’s close functional and physical links with the area. 
 

Housing pressures in the Greater Dublin Area and the improvements in the road and rail 
network radiating from Dublin have encouraged extensive commuter based development at 
some considerable distance from the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
As a by-product of unbalanced spatial development, this long distance commuter based 
development is generally unsustainable. Building up critical mass in other regions, to 
complement Dublin is central to countering this trend. 
 
In the southern and eastern parts of the Midlands adjacent to the Greater Dublin Area there 
are a number of strong county towns that are experiencing extensive commuter-based 
development e.g. Portlaoise and Carlow. These towns must be developed in terms of their 
economic self-sufficiency to minimise the need for commuting and support the development 
of surrounding areas. To do this they need to sustain a good employment base and a wide 
range of shopping facilities and social infrastructure. 
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Local Policy 
 
Development Plans 
 
Introduction 
Prior to the Planning and Development Act 2000, County Development Plans were the key 
document for development within a Local Authority administrative area. While retaining 
Development Plans as a fundamental planning document, the Planning and Development Act 
2000 placed their formulation within a national and regional spatial framework. 
 
Within the Greater Dublin Area there are seven constituent Local Authorities. Figure 1.1 
below lists each Council with the date of adoption of their County Development Plans, current 
in September 2003 
 
City/ County Development Plan Region Date of Adoption 
Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Dublin 1998 
South Dublin  Dublin 1998 
Wicklow  Mid-East 1999 
City Council  Dublin 1999 
Kildare Mid-East 1999 
Fingal  Dublin 1999 
Meath Mid-East 2001 
Figure 1.1  Overview of Development Plans 
 
Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 each Planning Authority is obliged to make a 
Development Plan every six years.  In order to meet this legal requirement each of the 
constituent Local Authorities in the Greater Dublin Area are currently working to the 
timescales illustrated in Appendix C. 
 
Development Plans set out a clear vision and policy objectives for the proper planning and 
sustainable development of their respective administrative areas. Each Plan includes 
objectives for:  

• The development of the built environment including policies on residential, retail, 
commercial and industrial development; 

• The renewal of obsolete areas and identification of areas for new development; 
• Land use zoning of areas for residential, commercial, industrial, 
 agricultural etc. purposes;  
• Preservation of protected structures and natural heritage assets; 
• Improving and extending amenities; 
• Transportation, including the promotion of public transport and road development; 
• Provision of water supplies, sewerage services, waste recovery and disposal 

facilities; 
• Reservation of lands and provision of services for the community, including 

provision of accommodation for travellers; 
• Specific local objectives 

 
Development Plans comprise of a written statement and attendant maps which give a graphic 
representation of objectives contained in the Plan. All Development Plans must have regard 
to national and regional policy. 
 
Already in the Greater Dublin Area there is a strategic planning framework which is articulated 
in the Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area, published in 1999. This 
recognises two distinct development areas in the Greater Dublin Area, the Metropolitan and 
Hinterland Areas. This boundary does not always follow Local Authority administrative 
boundaries. Three City/ County Development Plans are completely in the Metropolitan Area, 
Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown and South Dublin. A further three plans apply to areas 
which straddle the boundary with the Hinterland these are Fingal, Kildare and Wicklow. 
County Meath is completely within the Hinterland Area.  In 1999 Local Authorities were 
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required to review their Development Plans in response to the strategy of the Strategic 
Planning Guidelines within a specified time of two years.  All Development Plans make direct 
reference to the Guidelines. 
 
 
Development Plan Policies for the Metropolitan Area 
As with all Development Plans in the Greater Dublin Area, Development Plans in the 
Metropolitan Area have specific policies with respect to local development, protection of 
protected structures, preservation of identified elements of the natural environment and 
amenities and policies relating to the control of development. 
 
With respect to development in the Metropolitan Area, the Development Plans seek, in 
general, to encourage the consolidation of development. An example of this is the promotion 
of higher densities for residential development, particularly close to public transportation 
corridors. Objectives are contained within Development Plans which seek to strengthen the 
Metropolitan Area’s national economic and retail functions.  
 
With respect to industrial development this has resulted in the promotion of a number of 
defined spatial clusters of economic development around the Metropolitan Area.  
Development Plan retail policy envisages a hierarchy of retail provision in each of the 
administrative areas within the Metropolitan Area, with the City Centre remaining as the prime 
retail location, particularly for comparison shopping. It is recognised that given the size and 
scale of particular retail areas such as the City Centre, Blanchardstown Centre and The 
Square that they, also, have a regional significance.  Development Plan policies seek to 
strengthen and improve access to the main international links, Dublin Airport, Port and Dun 
Laoghaire Port. 
 
Specific Development Plan polices are in place to develop the three western ‘new towns’ of 
Blanchardstown, Lucan/Clondakin and Tallaght towards their originally envisaged target 
populations. Significant amounts of land are earmarked for development in these three areas. 
 
At the edges of the Metropolitan Area particularly in Counties Kildare and Wicklow, specific 
polices are in place to develop urban areas within the identified metropolitan area. 
Recognition is given to the links that these settlements have to the adjacent Hinterland Area. 
With respect to the containment of the contiguous built up area this is further promoted 
through the zoning of lands to act as greenbelts. Three areas in the Greater Dublin Area are 
currently designated as Special Area Amenity Order Area’s, the Liffey Valley, Howth Head 
and Bull Island. All are located in the Metropolitan Area. Specific Development Plan policies 
have been put in place with respect to these areas.  
 
 
Development Plan Policies for the Hinterland Area 
As with Development Plans in the Metropolitan Area, Development Plans of Authorities in the 
Hinterland have specific policies with respect to local development, protection of protected 
structures, preservation of identified elements of the natural environment and amenities and 
policies relating to the control of development. 
 
In comparison to the Metropolitan Area, Development Plan settlement strategy in the 
Hinterland is essentially based around a clearly articulated hierarchy of settlements. This 
strategy seeks to promote development into a series of tiers, with the primary growth centres 
at the top, then secondary growth centres, with other towns and villages located in tiers 
below. In general, Development Plan strategy seeks to promote the development of 
settlements in accordance with their location in the hierarchy. Thus policies are contained 
within Development Plans to promote the development of primary growth centres to that 
envisaged in the Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
As part of this hierarchy, Development Plans in the Hinterland seek to promote industrial and 
commercial development, particularly, in the primary and secondary growth centres. The 
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strategic aim of these policies is to create a more sustainable balanced development pattern 
in the Hinterland Area, particularly given the close proximity of the Dublin urban area. 
 
The influence of the Metropolitan Area is widely recognised within Development Plans in the 
hinterland, particularly with respect to development pressures close to the edge of the urban 
area and the implications for travel demand. Development Plan strategy seeks to ameliorate 
the effects of this influence through the promotion of policies, such as the development of the 
primary and secondary growth centres and policies to contain the spread of the urban area. 
The promotion of improved public transport linkages is further encouraged. 
 
Of particular importance in the Hinterland Area is the role of rural areas. All Development 
Plans in the Hinterland Area recognise the importance of their rural area as an important part 
of the makeup of the character and identity of their Local Authority area. Of central concern in 
these Development Plans is the issue of development in rural areas, particularly, residential 
development. Each of the Development Plans within the Hinterland has specific policies with 
respect to this issue. All identify areas where there is pressure for urban generated housing in 
rural areas. Policies are in place that seek to control such development. Further policies are in 
place which seek to promote rural enlivenment in rural disadvantaged areas. 
 
 
 
 
City/County Development Board Strategies  
 
Evolution of City/County Development Boards 
 
One of the principal recommendations of the Report of the Task Force on the Integration of 
Local Government and Local Development Systems (August 1998) was the establishment of 
City/County Development Boards (CDBs) in each of the 29 county councils, and in each of 
the 5 major cities to bring about an integrated approach to the delivery of both State and local 
development services at local level. Each CDB was required to prepare and oversee the 
implementation of a ten year City/County Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural 
Development, which will provide the template guiding all public services and local 
development activities locally; in effect bringing more coherence to the planning and delivery 
of services at local level.  
 
City/County Development Boards were established in each county and city in Ireland in early 
2000. The CDBs are led by Local Government and are also representative of local 
development bodies together with the State agencies and social partners operating locally. 
For the first time, CDBs brought together the key players at local level to engage in a process 
of long-term planning for each county or city for the next ten years. 
 

• Each CDB has drawn up an agreed Strategy for Economic, Social and Cultural 
Development for its county or city. 

• These Strategies are the template guiding the delivery of public and local 
development activity over a ten year period. 

• The CDBs aim to ensure the avoidance of duplication in the delivery 
of services at local level, as well as filling gaps in meeting the needs of their 
communities. 

• There is an emphasis by CDBs on counteracting social exclusion as well as on 
economic and cultural development. 
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Figure 1.2: County/City Development Boards and Strategies in the Greater Dublin Area 

City/County Development Board Name of Strategy Time 
Period 

Dublin City Development Board Dublin – A City Of Possibilities 2002-2012 

South Dublin County Development 
Board 

An Integrated Strategy for the 
Economic, Social and Cultural 

Development of South Dublin County 
2002-2012 

Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown 
County Development Board 

An Integrated Strategy for Social, 
Economic and Cultural Development 2002-2012 

Fingal Development Board A Strategy for Economic, Social and 
Cultural Development in Fingal 2002-2011 

Wicklow County Development 
Board 

Outlook – The Ten Year Strategic 
Plan for Wicklow 2002-2012 

Kildare County Development 
Board 

Kildare 2012 – An Economic, Social 
and Cultural Strategy 2002-2012 

Meath County Development Board Le Chéile – An Integrated Strategy for 
Meath to 2012 2002-2012 



 
Draft Regional Report 
 
 

 
18 

Regional Planning Guidelines Review 2003  December 2003   

The Region Today 
 
Section 2 
 

Socio-Economic Trends 
The baseline trends were researched in July and August 2003 and are based on the best 
available information from the National Spatial Strategy, Local Authorities and available 
Census 2002 results. Relevant Government Departments and other agencies were also 
consulted as part of this process. 
 
Demographic Analysis 
The results of the Census 2002 are the latest available demographic figures for the Greater 
Dublin Area. These are illustrated in figure D1 in Appendix D. 
 
The Population in the Greater Dublin Area has grown by 9.2% since 1996 and 13.6% since 
1991. All Counties in the Greater Dublin Area have registered a population rise in the 1996 
and 2002 Census. In the 2002 Census population growth in the Greater Dublin Area 
exceeded the State population growth by 1.2%. Between 1996-2002 the main areas of 
population growth in the Greater Dublin Area are Counties Meath, Kildare and Fingal. Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown registered the smallest population growth. 
 
The overall rate of population growth in the Greater Dublin Area as a whole is in line with that 
envisaged in the Strategic Planning Guidelines and the National Spatial Strategy. However, 
the rate of population growth was higher than envisaged in the Mid-East region, particularly 
Counties Meath and Kildare. In the Metropolitan Area, in particular, counties such as Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown, have not had the population growth envisaged in the Strategic Planning 
Guidelines.  
 
Household Size 
In tandem with the above population trend, average household size is continuing to decline. 
The Census 2002 results gives the average number of persons in private household for the 
Greater Dublin Area as just under 2.9 persons down from 3.15 in 1996.  
 
Settlement Trends 
In the period up to 2002 annual housing completions have increased throughout the Greater 
Dublin Area as illustrated in Figure C.2 in Appendix C. 
 
Within the Greater Dublin Area during the period from 1998-2002 a total of 82,182 dwellings 
or on average 16,436 per annum, were completed. In the Metropolitan Area 41% more 
dwellings were constructed in 2002 than in 1998.  In the Mid-East 53% more dwellings were 
constructed in 2002 than in 1998.  In the Greater Dublin Area, as a whole, just over 45% more 
dwellings were constructed in 2002 than in 1998 (see Figure D2, Appendix D). 
 

 
In the Greater Dublin Area there were 42 towns with a population of over 1500 persons, 21 of 
these towns, including suburbs and environs, have a population of over 5,000 persons in 
2002. In 1996 there were 17 towns over 5,000 in the Greater Dublin Area (see figure D3 in 
Appendix D). 
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Land Banks 
In anticipation of future population growth significant lands are zoned for residential 
development. 
 

County Zoned residential land 
(hectares to ‘0) 

Dublin City 290 
Fingal 1510 
Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown 220 
South Dublin 640 
Kildare 1482 
Meath 1100 
Wicklow 753 
Total 5,995 

Figure 2.1: Zoned Residential land in the Greater Dublin Area, rounded to the nearest ten hectares. 
 
The above hectares are the best available in July 2003. These numbers have been rounded 
to the nearest ten hectares. Dublin City’s number relates to lands zoned for mixed use 
development which are currently undeveloped. Fingal, South Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow are 
derived directly from the information supplied by the relevant Local Authority. Dun Laoghaire- 
is compiled from Local Area Plans & Action Area Plans as received from Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown.  These numbers from the Draft Development Plan could alter as the Development 
Plan adoption proceeds. The Meath figure is derived from the land zoned in the current 
County Development Plan. 
 
From Figure 2.1 above; 

• Dublin City envisage that their lands could yield 37,760 units. 
• Three areas in the Greater Dublin Area are designated Strategic Development Zones 

in the Metropolitan Area at Adamstown in South Dublin, Hansfield in Fingal and 
Clonmaggaden near Navan. It is envisaged that these will yield between 12,290-
12,750 dwelling units. 
 

The current demographic and settlement trends appear to be: 
• A continued increase in regional population. 
• A continued increase in the population of the Mid-East as a percentage of Total 

Greater Dublin Area population. 
• Three Strategic Development Zones have been designated for residential 

development in the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
 
 
Economic and Employment Trends 
 
National Economic Outlook 
While there has been a slowing in economic growth over the last two years, the Irish economy 
has the potential to grow more rapidly than its EU neighbours up to the end of the current 
decade. Provided that the world economy, especially the European economy returns to a 
normal growth.9  It is predicted that economic growth will average 3.1% in the first half of the 
decade and 5.4% in the latter part of the decade up to 2010.  Figure E1 in Appendix E 
illustrates the predicted GNP/GDA path.10 
 
Structure of the Economy 
Structurally the economy is changing away from manufacturing towards one where market 
services are of more importance.  Figure E2 in appendix E shows the predicted structure of 
the economy up to 2010.11 
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Unemployment 
The current national unemployment rate is 4.6%.12  This compares with an annual average 
rate of 4.4% in 2002 and 3.9% in 2001.13  By comparison the average EU unemployment rate 
is 7.6%, while the Eurozone average rate is 8.3%.14  
 
In Dublin the current unemployment rate is 4.2%, while in the Mid-East it is 3.1%. This 
compares to a rate of 2.6% and 3.2% respectively during the first quarter of 2001.15  
 
It is predicted that unemployment will rise in the short term but will slowly moderate over the 
latter half of the decade. (See Figure E3 in Appendix E) 
 
National Economic Trends 
Within the economy there are a number of distinct trends that are predicted to continue: 

• The tendency towards spatial concentrations of technology intensive companies 
in electronics, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, medical products and software. 

• The increasing importance of companies in the services sector will have spatial 
effects in the form of their preference for locations at or close to major points of 
consumer demand and end clients, plus their requirements for infrastructure to 
trade in products and services which have a high information content. 

• Foreign Direct Investment will remain a significant structural feature of the Irish 
economy, although the character of the projects attracted to Ireland will change 
over time in response to changes in the advantages offered by Ireland and the 
evolution of the multinational firms and industries operating here. 

• The establishment and strengthening of enterprise clusters will require the 
support of high quality education, skills and research, together with physical 
infrastructure.  

• Improved productivity will be central to maintaining competitiveness. 
 

Regional Economic Trends 
Arising from these trends, the key centres for future economic development in the Greater 
Dublin Area are Arklow, City West, Grange Castle, Media Lab-Liberties, Naas, Navan and 
Park West. Four sectors are considered to offer the best potential to contribute to the future 
development of the region; they are Life Sciences, International Services (including Financial 
Services (IFSC) and e-commerce, ICT/ Software development and e-learning/ Digital Media). 
The location of high quality third level educational institutions in the Greater Dublin Area will 
assist in maintaining and improving the regional economy.  
 
Conclusions 
Currently the national and regional economy is not growing at the levels achieved over the 
last number of years. While unemployment levels are increasing they are well below historical 
levels. The Irish economy has the capacity to grow at apace in excess of our EU neighbours. 
However, future economic growth will be directly influenced by international circumstances. 
Within the region the economic trend is towards a clustering of enterprise location, while 
structurally the service sector is increasing its share of the economy. 

 
 
 

General Regional trends in Employment Location 
 
Throughout the Greater Dublin Area a number of clusters of employment are evident. Local 
Authority and National Policy seeks to improve and reinforce these areas as drivers of 
economic development. 
 
Dublin City Centre remains the largest location for employment in the City region and the 
consequent prime focus for public transport routes. Located within the general city centre 
area are clusters of specialised industrial/commercial activity such as the Port, the Irish 
Financial Services Centre and the emerging high technology cluster focused on the digital 
hub in the Liberties. It is envisaged that the City will remain the prime location of employment, 
particularly office based. However, decentralisation of Government Departments could have a 
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significant impact on the City Centre. The pace and level of decentralisation will be a 
Government function. 
 
 
Outside of the City Centre there are significant employment clusters in the surrounding 
Metropolitan Area, which have grown significantly over the last twenty years. These include 
Dublin Airport, the North Blanchardstown area, Intel in Leixlip, City West and the Sandyford 
area.  
 
In the Hinterland Area, concentration of employment is generally in the Primary Development 
Centres as identified in the Strategic Planning Guidelines 1999. Of particular importance in 
the Hinterland is the role of agriculture. While employment is declining in this sector, it still 
forms an important economic component for the Hinterland Counties. Also within the rural 
areas of the Greater Dublin Area a number of specialist niche rural enterprises are evident 
such as the bloodstock industry, with Kildare and Meath the two foremost counties in the 
State in this area. 
 
In Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown there is a particular trend towards the 
redevelopment of brown-field sites with a consequent increase the plot ratio of development. 
An example of this is the evolution of Sandyford industrial estate. 
 
Within the region there are significant areas of land that are zoned for industry but as yet 
undeveloped. For example 1069ha of industrially zoned land is undeveloped in Fingal. 
 
As the importance of the service sector increases in the economy, there will be an increased 
emphasis on communication linkages, this will have implications for the location of 
employment. The Greater Dublin Area is well placed to take advantage of this trend.  
 
The trend in enterprise activity is towards clustering in defined spatial locations. The 
maintenance of future opportunities for economic development in designated areas is an 
important element of sustainable development. 
 
 
Review of the Provision Of Public Services 
Transportation, including public transportation 
 
To support balanced regional development, in the context of the National Spatial Strategy the 
Greater Dublin Area’s transport networks must: 

• Build on Ireland’s radial transport system of main roads and rail lines connecting 
Dublin to other regions, by developing an improved mesh or network of roads and 
public transport services  

• Ensure, through building up the capacity and effectiveness of Ireland’s public 
transport networks, that increases in energy demand and emissions of CO2 arising 
from the demand for movement are minimised.  

• Allow internal transport networks to enhance international access to all parts of the 
country, by facilitating effective interchange possibilities between the national 
transport network and international airports and seaports. 

• Address congestion in major urban areas by increasing the use of public transport 
and alternate modes of transport such as cycling and walking. 

 
Decisions on land use and development must take account of the existing public transport 
networks or support the emergence and development of new or augmented networks. 
In summary, Ireland’s future transport network can be viewed in terms of  
 

• Strategic radial corridors  
• Strategic linking corridors  
• Strategic international access points.16 
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A major upgrading of the Dublin commuter rail network is currently underway. However, 
without significant further investment the role of the railway will continue to be curtailed. 
Essentially the railway was built for an earlier era and has now many major constraints 
including limited access to and through the City Centre and service bottlenecks along the four 
radial routes. 
 
Rail 
A national strategic rail review was published in February 2003. This is the largest review of 
the network in the last two decades. A major programme of investment is recommended up to 
2022. The review consulted widely and paid particular attention to the spatial planning context 
provided by the National Spatial Strategy, and the Strategic Planning Guidelines.  
 
Suburban Railway 

 The suburban railway is capable of delivering peak hour passenger line flows of in excess of 
12,000 along each of the routes subject to the necessary development works being 
undertaken. These need to be addressed as a priority. Iarnrod Eireann is currently preparing 
a priority investment programme for the period 2003 – 2008. There have been significant 
improvements in DART in recent years. DASH Phase 1 is underway, and will see capacity for 
DART and commuter services increase from 11,800 to 16,000 passengers per hour per 
direction. Platform lengthening at existing stations in Kildare to cater for 8 car trains is 
currently underway. There is a program for provision of new rolling stock on DART. 
 
LUAS 
Luas, a light rail system, is in cost terms the largest public transport infrastructure project ever 
undertaken in Dublin. The current LUAS program is detailed in Appendix F. 
 
Bus 
Quality Bus Corridors were first introduced in 1997. There are now  9 Quality Bus Corridors in 
full operation. There are a significant number of additional bus priority measures in the 
process of implementation by the recently formed Quality Bus Network Project Office. 
 
Numbers using Dublin Bus in the morning peak hour have increased by over 46% since 1997. 
This increase is largely attributable to the introduction of Quality Bus Corridors. Results in 
2002 show for the first time that the bus mode is increasing its market share. Almost 85,000 
of the 464,000 morning hour peak commuters now use the bus to travel to work.  
 
Dublin Bus  
To enhance and develop the fleet 150 additional vehicles were ordered prior to 2000, and 
entered service in 1999/2000. Dublin Bus total fleet is now 1065. The new depot Harristown is 
to support the expanded bus fleet. It will accommodate 240+ buses. Construction is now 
underway. The timescale envisaged for the project is to have a fully commissioned Depot 
ready for operations by the end of 2004. 
 
Bus Eireann 
Bus Eireann currently operate both Commuter and Expressway services to and from all major 
employment centres within the GDA to Dublin City. It also operates a Town Service Network 
in Navan, and will shortly commence operations of a town service in Balbriggan. Furthermore 
it also provides public transport services linking population centres in the Greater Dublin Area 
other than the Metropolitan Area e.g. Drogheda – Navan, Naas – Newbridge, Trim – Navan, 
Skerries – Drogheda. 
 
Bus Eireann commuter network into Dublin City is constantly innovating and improving to 
meet the changing demographic profile of Dublin City and the Greater Dublin Area and 
beyond. Bus Eireann has also actively taken part in the “Integrated Framework Development 
Plan” process in conjunction with the DTO and Local Authorities at examples such as 
Balbriggan, Naas and Tallaght etc. 
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Bus Eireann plays a very significant role in the provision of transportation linkages between 
the Hinterland and Metropolitan Area. The company continues to expand its fleet and 
increase the service frequency along the main routes. 
 
Cycling and Pedestrian 
There are 170 kilometres of two-way cycle route existing in the Greater Dublin Area.  A total 
of €19.6 million was spent on the provision of cycling facilities since 1994. Cycle facilities are 
also an integrated part of the design of Quality Bus Corridors in which €72 million has been 
invested. The objective is to achieve a target of 10% of all trips of less than 6 km being made 
by bicycle by 2006. 
 
Almost 20,000 of peak hour commuters now cycle to work. Cycling numbers have risen 
particularly in areas where cycle facilities have been introduced. 
 
Land-Use and the Dublin Transportation Strategy 
The DTO Strategy set out in A Platform for Change places greater emphasis on integration of 
land-use with transportation than did the DTI.  Building on the Strategic Planning Guidelines 
the DTO Strategy identified complementary land use policies.  
 
Examining the application and the implementation of the DTO policy at the local level the 
DTO have undertaken a number of Integrated Framework Plans for Land Use and Transport, 
in association with the local authorities.  These allow for higher density development at local 
level, improved walking and cycling environments, and local bus services.  The Integrated 
Framework Plans for Urban Transport are expected to inform the review of the development 
plans in the region, and have been a successful joint initiative.  See Appendix F for details of 
Integrated Framework Plan Program. 
 
Demand Management 
DTO have commissioned consultants to conduct a Demand Management Study. The Study 
commenced in November 2002 and is expected to be complete in early 2004.   
 
Park and Ride 
The DTO Strategy advocates park and ride facilities for commuters at strategic locations 
where the national road network meets the public transport networks. It proposes that all park 
and ride sites will be assessed to ensure that cars accessing them do not add unduly to 
congestion. 
 
A Park and Ride (Rail) Working Group has been established to conduct an in-house study on 
rail-based park and ride.   
 
Heavy Goods Vehicles Study 
The DTO has recently appointed consultants to carry out Heavy Goods Vehicles Study that is 
under way and is expected to be complete by the end of 2003.  
 
Roads 
Major National road schemes completed since 2000: 
Major national road schemes in the Greater Dublin Area were identified in the Strategic 
Planning Guidelines Report. Schemes that are completed since 2000, and schemes under 
construction or starting construction in 2003 are detailed in Appendix F. Major non national 
road schemes are also detailed in Appendix F 
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Water Supply and Wastewater Facilities 
 
Water Supply 
The 1996 Greater Dublin Strategy Study and the 2000 review is the main strategic blueprint 
for all water related projects in the Greater Dublin Area. The study area included Dublin City, 
Dun Laoghaire, Fingal, South Dublin, significant areas of east and north Kildare, northeast 
and northwest Wicklow and small areas in County Meath. 
 
Whereas, the original report was based on the 1991 national census, the 2000 review 
projected water demand to 2021 using the 1999 Strategic Planning Guidelines and the 2000 
Review and Update.  
 
The Review identified a number of recommendations: 
 

• The Regional commitment to water conservation is to be maintained. 
 

• Demand Management polices are to be introduced. 
 

• A systematic approach to the renewal of mains is to be utilised. 
 

• The planning for new source development is to commence immediately. 
 
A new major source for the Greater Dublin Area is required and procurement will start in 2003 
for a study to determine what that source might be. 
 
The main source of water in County Meath is from the River Boyne. An interim treatment plant 
has been completed at Navan with a design capacity of 4,500 m3/day. Meath County Council 
has successfully applied to An Bord Pleanála for an order to abstract 44,000 m3/day.  
 
Construction of the North Fringe Watermain has commenced and is due to be completed in 
2005. 
 
The bacteriological quality of the Greater Dublin Water Supply was excellent throughout the 
review period of the EPA report “The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland 2001”. The quality of 
public water supplies in other parts of Meath, Kildare and Wicklow was generally satisfactory. 
 
Wastewater Facilities 
 
The Dublin Bay Project has been completed and will provide adequate treatment capacity 
for the catchment (Dublin City, South Dublin, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown, south Fingal and 
parts of Meath) for the near future (6-year horizon). 
 
Wastewater Treatment Schemes approved to commenced in 2004 under the Water Services 
Investment Program 2003-2005 include Balbriggan/Skerries, Rush/Lusk, Portrane/Donabate 
and Bray/Shanganagh. 
 
At the start of the current NDP period in 2000, compliance with the EU Urban Waste Water 
Treatment Directive in relation to provision of secondary treatment in urban areas stood at 
25%. Following the completion of the Ringsend wastewater treatment plant for the Dublin 
region earlier this year, this has now risen to 69% and is expected to increase further to 87% 
by the end of the year. It is expected that Ireland will have achieved full compliance with the 
Directive by the end of 2005. (from DOELG Review 28th July 2003). 
 
The Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study was set up to analyse the existing drainage 
system in the Greater Dublin Area. The study will report in 2004 on the following:  

• Recommendations for regional drainage infrastructures to cater for development 
up to year 2031.  
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• Drainage Policies for New Developments.  

• Regional Stormwater Management Policy  

• Effects of Climate Change.  

• Environmental Policy.  

• Basement Policy.  

• Asset Management Policy and recommendations on a Regional Drainage GIS.  

 

The Three Rivers Project and The Eastern River Basin District Project are being undertaken 
to ensure compliance with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive. 

 
Waste Management 
 
Solid Waste Management continues to be a critical issue for the Greater Dublin Area. 
 
The Waste Management Plan adopted by the four Dublin Authorities proposed a 
comprehensive new waste management system for the region involving 50% recycling, 25% 
energy recovery and 17% residual landfill. The 2003 review of the Plan carried out by Dublin 
City Council recorded slippage in the provision of the built infrastructure required. However, 
despite the achievements in relation to recycling, the planned closure of the landfill facility in 
Arthurstown in 2007 will mean that the City must have disposal outlets for substantial 
amounts of waste, probably in excess of 160,000 tonnes, after that date.   
 
Anticipated award date for the Dublin Waste to Energy Project is 2004.  The optimistic 
operational date is 2007. 
 
The Waste Management Plan for the North East Region (including Meath) requires the 
provision of a thermal treatment plant by 2008. The facility could be operational by 2007 if all 
necessary consents were obtained during 2004. 
 
Notwithstanding the construction of a Waste-to-Energy Facility, there will still be a need for 
new landfill capacity in the Dublin Area to cater for Municipal Wastes that are not acceptable 
at a waste-to energy facility. Fast-tracking of procurement and construction would allow 
commencement of landfill operations in 2007. 
 
 
Energy and Communications Networks 
 
Electricity Generation Capacity  
 
Ireland’s continued economic growth has resulted in a marked increase in the consumption of 
electricity since 1999. ESB National Grid, in its Generation Adequacy Report (2003-2009), 
has identified significant generation shortfalls from 2003 to 2009 as forecasted demand for 
electricity continues to grow (approximately 3.5% p.a.) for the period. ESB National Grid 
identified electricity generation shortfalls of approximately 150MW in 2003, 300MW in both 
2004 and 2005, growing to 360MW in 2006 with further increases in future years. 
 
In response to the Generation Adequacy Report and in light of its duty to promote security of 
supply, the Commission has initiated a number of measures to increase generation capacity 
in Ireland. 
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As construction of new generation plant requires a minimum of two years, the Commission 
has established a project to address the projected shortfalls in the interim period involving 
demand-side and generation-side initiatives. This three-pronged approach consists of 
demand side management (DSM) measures, increased imports from Northern Ireland and the 
installation of temporary generation. The commission is, at present, evaluating tenders from 
private companies for generating capacity of 530 MW. 
 
Electricity Network Acceleration Programme  
 
In 2002 ESB Networks submitted a case seeking the Commission’s approval for accelerating 
the investment required to refurbish and upgrade the distribution network. 
 
After examining the case for approving the complete accelerated investment proposal, the 
Commission was of the opinion that, while there was justification for some of the acceleration 
investment proposed, the sharp rise and pace of the proposed investment would not deliver 
the most efficient management of resources and expenditures within the current regulatory 
period of 2001 to 2005. Based on this evaluation, the Commission rescheduled approved 
expenditures for the network renewal programme and its associated expenditures to ensure 
resources are increased at a steady and more sustainable level. 
 
It is expected that when the network renewal programme is completed, it will deliver 
considerable improvements in quality and safety in the Distribution Network. 
 
Gas Network Capacity 
 
The Commission for Energy Regulation (CER) is the independent body responsible for 
regulating and overseeing the liberalisation of Ireland’s energy sector.  
 
The Commission is required to prepare and publish an annual forecast of capacity, flows and 
customer demand on Ireland’s natural gas system over a seven year period. The 2003 Gas 
Capacity Statement contains forecasts in respect of the period from 2002/03 to 2008/09, and 
constitutes the best estimate of the adequacy of Irish transmission capacity over a range of 
possible futures. 
 
The 2003 Gas Capacity Statement is constructed against a background of substantial recent 
investment in Irish transmission capacity. The year 2002/03 saw the completion of the 
Pipeline to the West and the Second Interconnector (IC2) projects, which have ensured that 
Ireland’s transmission capacity is extremely robust in the medium term. 
 
The Capacity Statement concluded that: 
 
There is sufficient capacity in the current transmission system to allow reasonable 
expectations of demand to be met. Although the occurrence of a ‘Green Boom’ scenario may 
necessitate capacity investment in the short term, the likelihood of this is such that the 
Commission does not envisage any immediate need for investment in the transmission 
system. The Commission recognises that there will, in the future, be a need for reinforcement 
in onshore Scotland. The timing of this investment will be dependent on a number of factors, 
not least of which is the timing and availability of indigenous gas supply. It is likely that a 
decision will be required on this in 2005 at the earliest. Consequently, this issue will be 
reconsidered in the next Gas Capacity Statement. 
 
The current level of capacity is sufficient to cope with all minimum day scenarios to the end of 
the forecast period. While a scenario may arise in which, for a short duration, indigenous 
supply may exceed indigenous demand, the amount and duration of this excess is insufficient 
to warrant investment to allow its exportation. 
 
Gas Pipeline Network 
Progress in extending the gas pipeline network pertaining to the Greater Dublin Area is set 
out below : 
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Second Gas Interconnector with the UK 
 
Work on the Second Gas Interconnector was completed in November 2002.  This will ensure 
security of gas supply to Ireland for the foreseeable future. 
 
New Pipeline from Gormanstown to Antrim 
 
Bord Gais advise that work is scheduled to be completed by October 2006. 
 
Communications 
 
In Ireland there had been significant investment in the Telecom Infrastructure, notably in the 
1980s, although Ireland’s full scale race for infrastructure development started from a more 
limited base, and was squeezed into a shorter period - from the end of the 1990s to late 2000. 
There had been little investment in the cable networks, which until 1999 had been majority-
owned by Telecom Eireann (now eircom), and infrastructure liberalisation took place only in 
mid 1997, with full liberalisation towards the end of 1998. Also Telecom Eireann had, for 
much of the 1990’s, been concentrating on debt reduction.  
 
While private sector investment has slowed with the downturn in the international economy 
and the telecoms sector in particular, Government funding has continued, notably the 
development of Metropolitan Area Networks which has been undertaken to stimulate further 
development of the Communications infrastructure. 
 
Dublin is served by several competing Metropolitan rings, and Licensed operators also have 
some other fixed network regionally both fibre and wireless, but depend on the Eircom 
network for almost all residential last mile services, and a very significant part of business 
services where they do not have own network. Internationally, Ireland is well connected, with 
several commercial cables as well as the Government funded Global Crossing link.  
 
In Ireland, the lack of investment in the cable network has prohibited the launch of competing 
voice and data products by cable companies. The lack of a competitive spur to incumbent 
operators to roll out Broadband services is a consequence of this limited infrastructure 
competition. 
 
The Commission for Communications Regulator has, as one of its objectives that, in the 
exercise of its functions, it shall take into account the national objective regarding broadband 
rollout, viz., the Government wishes to ensure the widespread availability of open-access, 
affordable, always on broadband infrastructure and services for businesses and citizens on a 
balanced regional basis within three years, on the basis of utilisation of a range of existing 
and emerging technologies and broadband speeds appropriate to specific categories of 
service and customers.     
 
The Telecoms Strategy Group (“TSG”) was established in October 2002 following a meeting 
between Chief Executives of leading telecommunications companies through IBEC Telecoms 
and Internet Federation and An Taoiseach. 
 
The TSG has produced an Interim Report in July 2003 on developing Broadband services in 
Ireland. It includes sections on:  
 

• developing the broadband market in Ireland, including recommended actions;  
• the importance of broadband services to Ireland;  
• the current state of the broadband market in Ireland; and,  
• issues to be addressed in the final report. 
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The provision of educational, health care, retail and other community facilities 
 
The timely and adequate provision of educational, health care, retail and other community 
facilities is central to enhancing the quality of life for the citizens of the Greater Dublin Area. 

 
The National Spatial Strategy advocates the enhancement of quality of life through integrating 
the provision of social infrastructure with policies that effect where people live and work. A 
hierarchy of infrastructure provision, appropriate to different points within the urban and rural 
structure, is promoted within the strategy.  
 
In the interests of promoting balanced development, the National Spatial Strategy seeks to 
promote the balanced provision of social infrastructure such as schools, third-level 
institutions, healthcare, sporting and cultural facilities. With respect to the rural areas of the 
Hinterland there is a need for policies to provide access to education and health facilities in a 
sustainable manner that maintains a distinct rural identity while improving social inclusion. 
 
In relation to the provision of social infrastructure for strengthening quality of life in the Greater 
Dublin Area the National Spatial Strategy states that the critical factors are: 

• Access to employment, education, services and amenities 
• Continuing investment in and development of Dublin’s ability to innovate in 

education, research and development through its third level educational 
institutions and effective linkages with industry 

• Investing in the quality of life attractions of the city and its surrounding centres, 
particularly in terms of educational primary and secondary level, healthcare, 
childcare, cultural and entertainment facilities 

• Eliminating areas of social deprivation and ensuring integrated development of 
areas in the future. 

 
Education 
Within the Greater Dublin Area there is a strong hierarchy of education facilities. A large 
number of national third level institutions are clustered in the Metropolitan Area, allowing for 
the maintenance and strengthening of research and development links with industry and 
commerce. However, there is no third level facility within the Hinterland Area that may have 
implications for attracting new high technology industry into the area.  
 
Education plays a central role in the maintenance of a skilled work force. Access to education 
is an important element of social inclusion.  Life long learning will increasingly become a 
feature of an individual’s life. This will have direct implications for the use and demands 
placed upon educational facilities and the need to improve access to such facilities by socially 
deprived sections of the community.   
 
Within the region there is a strong network of primary and secondary schools. Population 
growth has put significant pressure on existing educational facilities particularly in the 
Hinterland, but also on areas of growth in the Metropolitan Area.  Local Authorities have 
sought to reserve lands for educational use where deemed appropriate. Funding and 
construction of such facilities is, however, a function of central Government and the 
availability of exchequer funding. 
 
Health Facilities 
Health Boards have functional responsibility for the provision of health care facilities. Twenty-
six acute hospitals and two district/ community hospitals are located in the Greater Dublin 
Area. Of these, only four are located outside the Metropolitan Area. Within the Greater Dublin 
Area there are a total of fifteen public psychiatric units of which six are attached to acute 
hospitals. There are a further six private psychiatric hospitals in the region. 
 
Within the region, there appears to be a growing trend towards community-based care. 
Integrated primary health care facilities are being encouraged throughout the Greater Dublin 
Area, in line with Government policy. It is envisaged that these would be integrated with other 
community facilities. The encouragement of more healthy lifestyle choices, such as walking 
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and cycling needs to be supported. There is a need for development to take account of the 
demographic profile of the population in the provision of services and facilities. Future funding 
of health care facilities is a direct function of Central Government. 
 
Retail Provision  
National Retail Planning policy is predicated on the Retail Planning Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities that was published in December 2000. On foot of this, the Retail Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area was published in November 2001. Many of the constituent Local 
Authorities have prepared County Retail Strategies on foot of the regional guidance. The 
Retail Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area lays out a five tier retail hierarchy for the region. 
This is detailed in Appendix G. 
 
The Greater Dublin Area has the largest concentration of retail floor space in the state. The 
City Centre continues to dominate high order shopping provision. However, major regional 
retail centres are located around the periphery of the Metropolitan Area, in Swords, 
Blanchardstown, Liffey Valley, Tallaght and the soon to be completed Dundrum Town Centre. 

 
 

Programme for development of Community Facilities and Zonings for Community 
Facilities. 
It is an objective of all the constituent Local Authorities to promote integrated provision of 
community facilities. As part of the preparation of Action Area Plans and Local Plans, sites 
may be reserved for community use where deemed appropriate. Throughout the Greater 
Dublin Area there is a wide range of community initiatives supported by Local Authorities 
 
All County Development Board Strategies seek to promote improved community facilities. 
Throughout the Greater Dublin Area areas of urban social deprivation have been designated 
as ‘RAPID’ areas. ‘RAPID’ is a state sponsored programme aimed at revitalising neglected 
areas through strategic planning to identify and prioritise new investment and development. 
 
It is an objective of all Local Authorities, in partnership with other state bodies and voluntary 
groups to promote social inclusion and reduce social deprivation throughout the Greater 
Dublin Area. 
 
Environment and Amenities 
The Preservation and Protection of the Environment and its amenities, including 
archaeological, architectural and natural heritage. 
 
Overview 
The Greater Dublin Area has a rich natural, archaeological and built heritage. The National 
Spatial Strategy seeks to maintain a clear distinction between cities, towns and the 
countryside and to protect buildings, structures and other physical elements of the cultural 
heritage. The continued protection of Dublin Bay, the Dublin and Wicklow mountains, 
surrounding rural Hinterlands, river valleys such as the Boyne and Liffey and physical 
amenities such as parks is promoted in the National Spatial Strategy. 

 
Natural Assets 
In the Greater Dublin Area there are a total of 406 natural asset sites. In total the area of 
these sites is 645.7sq.km, with 656.77 kilometres of linear recreational assets; these are 
mainly rivers, canals and established walking trails. Within the region there are a number of 
examples of established waymarked ways such as the Wicklow Way (132 km), Royal Canal 
Way (77km) and the Grand Canal Way (114km). 
 
Linguistic Heritage 
Within the Greater Dublin Area there are two separate Gaeltacht Areas that are officially 
designated by An Roinn Ealaion (A) Ráthcairn, three miles south east of Athboy and (B) Baile 
Ghib, six miles east of Kells, both in County Meath. It is an objective of Government to 
maintain Irish as the language of the community in Gaeltacht areas.   
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Built Heritage 
Throughout the region is a rich built and archaeological heritage. In conjunction with State 
agencies Local Authorities have sought to protect this through the provisions of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000. For example in Dublin City Council there are approximately 9000 
protected structures.  
 
Natural Heritage 
In the Greater Dublin Area there is a wide range of Natural Environment Protection 
designations in force. Some designations overlap both each other and administrative 
boundaries within the region. The designated areas are described in Appendix G. 
 
Heritage Plans 
Local Authorities are currently preparing heritage plans for their respective administrative 
areas. 
 
Section 3  

Key Issues and Goals for the Region  
Issues for the Greater Dublin Area 
In the Issues paper published in July 2003 the key issues for the region were outlined. These 
are detailed in Appendix H.  These issues were supplemented by the submissions received in 
public consultation Phase 1. The Regional Authorities contributed to the formulation of the 
issues. In summary the key issues for the Greater Dublin Area today are: 

• provision of accommodation in particular affordable accommodation in appropriate 
locations the Metropolitan Area and in the Hinterland Area; 

• transportation, in particular public transportation; 
• community support, enlivenment and quality of life in both urban and rural 

communities; 
• provision of civil infrastructure prior to building houses including community centres, 

arts centres, public swimming pool complexes, playgrounds, skateboard parks; 
• protection of the environment and eco-systems. 

 
 

Draft Strategic Planning Goals for the Greater Dublin Area 
Working towards the preparation of the Regional Planning Guidelines six draft strategic 
planning goals have evolved. In Part B objectives and indicators will be developed from the 
goals. The draft strategic planning goals are: 
 
1 A robust strategic framework that clearly articulates the objectives of the National 

Spatial Strategy 
• Establish the strategic regional planning futures in the light of National Spatial Strategy. 
• Articulate clear guidance for Development Plan review. 
• Create a seamless transition between national and local policy. 
 
2 A strategy that creates a sustainable attractive, high quality, accessible, cost 

effective, properly functioning region in its physical, economic, social and cultural 
dimensions. 

• Developing a compact polycentric settlement strategy for the Greater Dublin Area. 
• Improving the quality of life for citizens. 
• Ensuring social inclusion for both urban and rural communities. 
• Revitalisation and strengthening of sustainable rural communities. 
• Supporting opportunities for citizens to improve their skills. 
 
3 Policies, that strengthen the international economic competitiveness of the Greater 

Dublin Area. 
• Effective linking of the regional gateways with the primary development centres. 
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• Creating policies that seek to attract inward investment. 
 
4 The strategy will promote sustainable policies that meet with the requirements of 

European Directives. 
• Water framework 
• Waste Management 
• Social Inclusion 
• Heritage and Culture 
 
5 Plan and provide for sustainable infrastructure corridors. 
• Provide sustainable transport modes incorporating demand management policies. 
• Implement agreed programmes for infrastructure improvement. 
• Support improvements in the telecommunications and electricity networks. 
 
6 Strengthen and enhance global linkages. 
• Expanding and improving air and sea corridors. 
• Providing robust well located communications networks. 
• Branding and promoting the island. 
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5 7 Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area; pp84 
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7 10 Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area; pp90-91 
8 11 A Platform for Change Strategy 2000-2016; pp51 
9 20 Medium Term Review 2003-2010; ERSI; pp1 
10 20 & E1 Medium Term Review 2003-2010; ERSI; pp28 
11 20 & E1 Medium Term Review 2003-2010; ERSI; pp52 
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13 21 Medium Term Review 2003-2010; ERSI; pp28 
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16 23 National Spatial Strategy 2002 – 2020; pp59 
17 B1 Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area; pp5 
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24 B6 www.epa.ie 
25 B6 National Climatic Change www.epa.ie 
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European Spatial Development Perspective 
 
The European Spatial Development Perspective (ESDP) is the principal European Union 
initiative addressing the 'urban agenda'. It pursues three equally important goals: 
 

• economic and social cohesion; 
• sustainable development; and 
• balanced competitiveness of the European territory. 

 
It seeks to meet these goals by addressing three important issues of common concern that 
include: 
 

• the setting up of a balanced and polycentric urban system; 
• achieving parity of access to infrastructure and knowledge; and 
• the prudent management and sustainable development of the natural and 

cultural heritage.17 
 
 

Interreg III: the strands A, B, C and the programmes 
 

Interreg III is a community initiative which aims to stimulate interregional cooperation in the 
EU between 2000-06. It is financed under the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)  
 
This new phase of the Interreg initiative is designed to strengthen economic and social 
cohesion throughout the EU, by fostering the balanced development of the continent through 
cross-border, transnational and interregional cooperation. Special emphasis has been placed 
on integrating remote regions and those which share external borders with the candidate 
countries 
Interreg III is made up of 3 strands. 

• Strand A: Cross-border cooperation. 

• Strand B: Transnational cooperation. 

• Strand C: Interregional cooperation.18 

National Policy Context 

National Development Plan Investment 
The progress made in achieving the objectives of the current NDP (2000-2006) is reviewed 
below. Future NDP investment priorities are also identified2. 
 
Physical Infrastructure and Environment 
The broad objectives of the current NDP for public investment in the GDA’s physical 
infrastructure and the environment are the upgrading of the road infrastructure (incl. Port 
Tunnel and M50), ongoing investment in public transport (incl. LUAS, suburban rail and bus 
network), the development of regional waste management and water and waste water 
facilities (incl. the Dublin Bay Project), the supply of public (local authority), social and 
affordable housing and the expansion of acute hospital infrastructure and non-acute care 
facilities. 
 
Progress has been made on transport priorities with the completion of the Southern Cross 
section of the M50, the M1 upgrading between the M50 and Dundalk, the Celbridge 
Interchange on the N4 and the second West Link toll bridge. Various projects on the major 
                                                            
2 This has been informed by a number of NDP Mid-Term Evaluation Reports recently published. 
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inter-urban routes have been completed, including the upgraded section of the N11 at Glen of 
the Downs. Significant improvements and upgrades of the non-national road network within 
the M50 have also occurred. Public transport improvements have included the introduction of 
new and additional DART capacity and improvements to the DART network, substantial 
increases to the Dublin Bus fleet, improvements to various parts of the suburban rail network 
and capacity, and notable achievements in traffic management areas including Quality Bus 
Corridors, cycle routes and park and ride facilities. 
 
With regard to waste water the Dublin Bay Project is operational, although not yet at full 
capacity. Many parts of the Northern Interceptor Sewer have been completed, while upgrade 
and improvement works have been completed in many areas beyond the reach of the Dublin 
Bay Project. Progress has also been made on some improvement and upgrade works to the 
water supply infrastructure, and various developmental zones have been opened under the 
serviced land initiative.  
 
Local authority housing provision funded under the NDP continues to rise, and the number of 
new dwellings completed in the GDA has been increasing annually for several years. Major 
developmental works have also taken place in health services, including both hospital 
improvements and community care facilities.  
 
By the end of the current NDP (2006) the M50 and the Dublin Port Tunnel are likely to have 
been completed and further improvements to the major inter-urban routes into the capital will 
have taken place (incl. the Kildare Bypass on the N7, and the Kilcock-Kinnegad motorway on 
the N4). Outstanding priorities at that stage are likely to include the widening of the M50 and 
upgrading of its interchanges, and the proposed Eastern bypass.  
 
LUAS Lines A and B will be operational, and significant further capacity and facility upgrading 
will have taken place on the suburban rail network, including DART, Arrow and other services. 
The outstanding public transport priorities seem likely to include the METRO project (including 
a heavy rail link to the airport), extensions to the LUAS system, a possible heavy rail link to 
Navan, other improvements to the suburban rail system including the possible electrification 
of western lines, and ongoing increases in the suburban bus capacity. Transport integration 
will also feature highly in ongoing investment priorities. 
 
The Dublin Bay Project and the North Fringe and Northern Interceptor Sewers will be fully 
operational with substantial improvements in the capacity and treatment of the capital’s waste 
water, but the sourcing and servicing of an additional (clean) water source seems likely to 
remain outstanding. Waste management infrastructure will also remain an investment priority 
for the GDA, as elsewhere.  
 
The provision of public housing, and more generally social and affordable housing in the GDA 
is most unlikely to disappear as an investment priority by 2006, while the development of 
additional capacity in both the acute and non-acute health services will remain as a major 
priority.   
 
Human Resource Development 
Current Priorities under the NDP for employment and human resources development are to 
address further job creation and access to employment for specific groups and to respond to 
the need for an increase in both the supply and the quality of the labour force, incl. the 
promotion of a culture of life-long learning. Urgent physical investment is also long overdue in 
many schools and colleges.  
 
Progress has been very impressive, but the balance of supports and investments needed 
may have been wrongly predicted back in 1999. The demand for many of the more traditional 
supports, such as those for the unemployed and long-term unemployed, may have been less 
than expected, while in other areas, such as the need for school building works, there 
remains an ongoing and urgent need.  
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Ongoing regional priorities over the short to medium term include active supports for the 
unemployed and socially excluded, major investments in upgrading the education 
infrastructure, specific skills training and re-training in sectors experiencing job losses, 
advanced skills training in high-tech and other important and emerging sectors, active support 
for lifelong learning and in-company training and up-skilling. Over the longer term, the GDA 
must seek to eliminate ongoing educational disadvantage, including early school leaving. A 
culture of early and lifelong education, training and up-skilling needs to be developed. There 
must be an internationally distinguished third-level system with much greater integration with 
the region’s enterprise sector. 
 
Enterprise Promotion and Employment 
One of the aims of the current NDP is to ensure that Ireland has a business environment and 
infrastructure that is as favourable as anywhere in the world. The current strategic priorities 
for the development of enterprise of most relevance to the GDA include 

• to grow and further embed the existing portfolio of foreign-owned companies in the 
region into the local economy; 

• to continue to attract substantial new foreign direct investment, particularly in high-
tech and service oriented sectors; 

• to continue to grow output and employment within the indigenous sector; 
• to invest in research and technological development; 
• to assist in all forms of marketing, including in industry, services and tourism;  
• to support small business, SMEs and new local enterprise creation. 

 
Since 2000 employment growth in the GDA has decelerated considerably since the rapid 
growth of the previous five years. The rate of unemployment in the GDA has increased from 
approximately 2.9% to approximately 3.6%. In overall terms, however, employment growth 
over the last five years has been dramatic and has continued to increase during the current 
NDP, but at a decelerating rate. The unemployment rate remains extremely low in an 
historical context.  
 
Much of the recent growth in employment has been in health, education, construction and 
various service sectors, including retail, hotels and restaurants, public administration and 
some financial and business services. Declines have been apparent in some areas of 
manufacturing (particularly low-tech) and in agriculture, forestry and fishing.  
 
Over the period to the end of the current NDP, there is unlikely to be any major or unforeseen 
shift in the pattern of employment and enterprise development in the GDA, from what has 
happened in its initial years. Current national forecasts predict steady employment growth 
annually to 2006, and the sectoral make up of this growth is unlikely to change markedly. 
Certainly, any such major shift, if it were to occur, would probably be caused by international 
conditions outside our control.  
 
However, looking beyond 2006 much will be within our control. New priorities are already 
beginning to emerge. While remaining critical, our overall dependence on foreign-owned 
industry and services may begin to decline as the traded indigenous sector and the non-
traded service sectors increase in importance in line with a western developed economy. 
There is likely to be a continued gradual shift away from large-scale manufacturing towards 
international services, such as call centres, ICT services, e-commerce and financial services, 
and there will be a continued need to invest in flagship regional enterprise projects, such as 
the Digital Hub and the IFSC.  
 
Research and development is also becoming an important strategic priority, not just within 
existing enterprises, but as a sector in its own right, and one capable of significantly 
increasing its share of employment. The GDA will need to spearhead this new focus on R&D-
based employment. This will require new high-tech centres of excellence, facilities for R&D 
such as applied research institutions and science and enterprise parks. While the State is 
likely to play a declining importance in direct investment funding, it will play other no less 
critical roles in ensuring the facilities are developed, are successful and located in appropriate 
strategic areas.  
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Social and Cultural Development 
The over-arching objective of the current NDP is to reduce inequalities, alleviate poverty and 
deprivation, promote social and economic inclusion, and to provide necessary investments in 
a range of social and community infrastructure and services. A number of specific measures 
are in operation, including: 

• urban and village renewal measures;  
• culture, recreation and sports measures; 
• tourism and environmental management; 
• the development of rural areas; 
• childcare; 
• community development and family support; 
• area-based local development partnerships; 
• family services and youth services. 

 
Progress appears to be varied in relation to these NDP measures. Construction cost inflation 
has hampered the development of building works including urban renewal plans, although 
there has been progress under various projects (e.g. Ballymun). The investments planned 
under the culture, recreation and sports category were delayed pending the publication of the 
National Spatial Strategy. Both the childcare and rural development measures have made 
significant achievements. However the evidence regarding childcare is that the scale of the 
challenge is substantial. The local development (social inclusion) programme implemented by 
area-based partnerships continues to fund local initiatives and supports in areas of high social 
deprivation in the region, but, as in many areas, funding constraints have begun to slow the 
rate of progress.  
 
In many ways the current social and cultural development needs of the region are still those 
that existed in 2000, and they reflect the enormous social and economic transition which took 
place during the last programming period, the slowdown in the rate of economic growth since, 
and a range of contemporary social challenges faced by most western developed countries 
regarding the alleviation of urban poverty and deprivation.  
 
It is likely that progress in these areas will hasten over the period to 2006, as many of the 
delayed measures become active. However in many cases this will require an improvement in 
the exchequer finances. The challenges that will remain are likely to include the need for 
more targeted and streamlined local anti-poverty interventions, socio-environmental 
enhancements and further urban renewal, the provision of further childcare facilities, the 
provision of substantial sports, recreation and cultural facilities, especially in areas in which 
the provision of new (and urgent) housing is occurring presently, and supports aimed at 
further re-integrating minorities, including ethnic minorities which are likely to continue to grow 
substantially. Finally, care for the elderly is also likely to become increasingly important as the 
GDA population is expected to age considerably over the medium term. 
 
White Paper on Rural Development 
 
The White Paper published in 1999 formulates a coherent strategy for rural development and 
identifies the policy responses at national, regional and local levels, which will most effectively 
address the issues of economic and social underdevelopment in rural areas. The objective of 
the strategy is to: 
 

• provide sufficient employment opportunities to compensate for the changing 
pattern of employment in agriculture,  

• counter migration and depopulation in many areas and  
• meet the needs for public service delivery in terms of access to the range of 

services which are required to sustain viable rural communities. 
 

The White Paper acknowledges the close interdependence and interrelationship between 
urban and rural areas. The overall strategy is designed to ensure balanced and sustainable 
development and improved social cohesion rather than to contribute in any way to an 
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urban/rural divide. The intention is to put in place a strategic framework for rural development 
rather than to identify sectoral responses to specific problems or issues.19 

 
 
The National Anti-Poverty Strategy 
 
"Sharing in Progress" - the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (1997) - is a policy Initiative which, 
over a ten-year period, aims to significantly reduce the number of people identified as being in 
consistent poverty.  
Launched in 1997, in response to ESRI research which showed a declining trend in 
consistent poverty, the NAPS consistent poverty target was revised in 1999. 20 

 
 
National Sustainable Development Policy 
 
The aim outlined for Ireland in the 1997 publication “Sustainable Development: A Strategy for 
Ireland”, was "to ensure that economy and society in Ireland can develop to their full potential 
within a well protected environment, without compromising the quality of that environment and 
with responsibility towards present and future generations and the wider international 
community".21 

 
National Equality Policy 
 
The Employment Equality Act, 1998 and the Equal Status Act, 2000 outlaw discrimination in 
employment, vocational training, advertising, collective agreements, the provision of goods 
and services and other opportunities to which the public generally have access on nine 
distinct grounds.22 

 
Information Society 
 
In 1999, the Government published its first Action Plan for the Information Society. This 
Action Plan entitled 'Implementing the Information Society in Ireland' set out a range of 
measures appropriate to the development of an Information Society in Ireland. It covered a 
number of broad areas: telecommunications infrastructure, development of electronic 
commerce and business opportunities, enabling measures, legislative measures, ICTs and 
delivery of public services, support areas where action is needed, and taking the work 
forward.23 

A new Action Plan has been published that reflects the diversity of the Information Society.  
 
 
 

Water framework Directive 

As part of a substantial restructuring of EU water policy and legislation, a Directive 
establishing a new framework for Community action in the field of water policy  was agreed by 
the European Parliament and Council in September 2000 and came into force on 22nd 
December 2000. The Directive, generally known as the  Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
rationalises and updates existing water legislations and provides for  water management on 
the basis of River Basin Districts (RBD's).24 

National Climate Change Strategy 

Government Policy is actively implementing the National Climate Change Strategy, which was 
published in November 2000. It sets out a 10year framework for achieving the necessary 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions to ensure Ireland complies with the Protocol.25 
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2002       2003    2004   2005     2006 

J F M A M J J A S O N D   J F M A M J J A S O N D   J F M A M J J A S O N D   J F M A M J J A S O N D  J F M A M J J A S O N D

= Commencement of Development Plan Review =Completion of First Phase = Draft Development Plan Published 

Dublin City 

Fingal 

South 
Dublin 

Meath 

Kildare 

    Wicklow 

DLRCC 

Stages in City/County Development Plans 

Figure 1.2 : Timetable for County Development Plan Adoption in the constituent Local Authorities of the Greater Dublin Area and review of the 
Regional Planning Guidelines. 
*The first phase refers to the first three phases i.e.: Stage one public consultation, preparation of manager’s report and 
consideration of the manager’s report and direction by the Council. 
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  Census 1991 

 
Census 1996 Census 2002 %Change 1996-

2002 
Dublin City 478,389 481,854 495,781 +2.9% 
Dún Laoghaire 
Rathdown 185,410 

189,999 191,792 +0.9% 

Fingal 152,766 167,683 196,413 +17.1% 
South Dublin  208,739 218,728 238,835 +9.2% 
Dublin Region 1,025,304 1,058,264 1,122,821 +6.1% 
Kildare 122,656 134,992 163,944 +21.4% 
Meath 105,370 109,732 134,005 +22.1% 
Wicklow 97,265 102,683 114,676 +11.7% 
Mid-East Region 325,291 347,407 412,625 +18.8% 
Greater Dublin Area 1,350,595 1,405,671 1,535,446 +9.2% 
State  3,626,087 3,917,203 +8.0% 
Leinster  1,924,702 2,105,579 +9.4% 
Figure D1:  Regional Demographic Trends- CSO 1996, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Area 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
City Council 3777 2804 2362 3091 4124 
Fingal 2618 4296 4044 3602 4308 
South Dublin 2013 2049 2139 1746 3406 
DLRCC 549 886 860 1166 785 
Dublin Region 8957 10035 9405 9605 12623
Kildare 2509 2419 2366 2426 3126 
Meath 1422 1480 2303 2553 2924 
Wicklow 1335 1294 1484 1914 2002 
Mid-East Region 5266 5193 6153 6893 8052 
Total 14223 15228 15558 16498 20675
*(Source: Housing Statistics Bulletin, March Quarter 2003, DoEH&LG). 
Figure D2: Housing Completions in the Greater Dublin Area 1998-2002 
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Settlements 1996 Population  2002 Population  %  Change  
Dublin City & Suburbs 952,692 1,004,614 5.45 
Towns Greater than 15,000 population in 2002 
Bray 27,923 30,951 10.8 
Swords 22,314 27,175 21.8 
Navan 12,810 19,417 51.6 
Naas 14,074 18,288 29.9 
Droichead Nua (Newbridge) 13,363 16,739 25.3 
Celbridge 12,289 16,016 30.3 
Leixlip 13,451 15,016 11.6 
Towns with population between 10,000-15,000 in 2002 
Malahide 13,539 13,826 2.1 
Greystones 11,296 11,913 5.5 
Balbriggan 8,473 10,294 21.5 
Maynooth 8,528 10,151 19.0 
Towns with population between 5,000-10,000 in 2002 
Arklow 8,557 9,993 15.8 
Wicklow 7,290 9,355 28.3 
Skerries 7,339 9,149 24.7 
Portmarnock 9,145 8,376 -8.4 
Rush 5,429 6,769 24.7 
Ashbourne 4,999 6,362 27.3 
Athy 5,306 6,049 14.0 
Trim 4,405 5,894 33.8 
Kildare 4,278 5,694 33.1 
Laytown - Bettystown - 
Mornington 3,678 5,597 52.2 
Towns with population between 1500-5000 in 2002 
Ceannanus Mór (Kells) 3,542 4,421 24.8 
Clane 3,126 4,417 41.3 
Donabate 1,868 3,854 106.3 
Ratoath 1,061 3,794 257.6 
Dunshaughlin 2,139 3,063 43.2 
Sallins 854 2,922 242.2 
Kilcoole 2,694 2,826 4.9 
Kilcock 1,852 2,740 50.1 
Monasterevan 2,302 2,583 12.2 
Newtownmountkennedy 2,528 2,521 -0.3 
Blessington 1,860 2,509 34.9 
Rathcoole 2,784 2,499 -10.2 
Lusk 2,287 2,456 7.4 
Kill 1,711 2,246 31.3 
Duleek 1,731 2,173 25.5 
Kinsealy-Drinan 2,128 2,110 -3.3 
Enniskerry 1,275 1,904 49.3 
Rathangan 1,190 1,811 52.2 
Portrane 1,924 1,726 -10.3 
Athboy 1,172 1,538 31.2 
Prosperous 814 1,523 87.1 

Source: Census of Population 
Figure D3: Greater Dublin Area Settlements with population > 1500 in 2002  
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 Figure E1: GNP/GDP % growth Trend Forecasts (ERSI Medium Term Review 2003).10 

 
 
 
Sector 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Agriculture 1.7 -1.8 -1.2 -2.8 -2.8 -2.8 -2.8 -2.8 -2.8 
Industry -2.7 -0.9 1.2 -0.7 -1.0 0.0 0.0 -0.4 -0.5 
Manufacturing -4.5 -1.2 2.5 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 
Utilities 0.4 1.0 0.5 -4.2 -1.0 -1.0 -1.0 -1.0 -1.0 
Building 0.0 -0.5 -1.0 -1.9 -1.0 -0.5 -0.5 -1.5 -1.8 
Market Services 2.2 3.1 1.5 4.4 4.0 4.4 2.7 2.9 2.1 
Transport& 
Communications 

-0.5 0.0 0.0 2.6 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.3 

Other 4.7 6.2 2.8 6.4 4.6 5.9 2.5 3.4 3.0 
Non-market services 8.5 1.1 1.5 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Health & Education 9.8 1.0 1.3 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Public Administration 4.5 1.1 2.2 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Total Employment 2.0 1.2 1.2 2.4 2.5 2.7 2.0 2.0 1.7 
Figure E2: Employment and the Labour Force Percentage change (ERSI pp52)11 
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Figure E3: Predicted Future Unemployment Rate (ERSI Medium Term Review 2003)25 
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LUAS 
The current LUAS program is: 
• Line A – Tallaght to Abbey Street and B – Sandyford to St. Stephen’s Green are expected to be 

in operation by the end of 2004.  
• Line C – Abbey Street to Connolly is under construction and will be extended to the Docklands.  
• Line C1 -  Public consultation phase is underway on - Connolly – Docklands. Public consultation 

phase is underway on - Connolly – Docklands. 
 
Line B – Sandyford Industrial Estate to St.Stephen’s Green. 

• Line B - A Light Railway Order was granted in September 1999. Construction commenced in 
early 2000 and is progressing well. Expected completion date summer 2004. 

• Line B1- Sandyford to Cherrywood - Detailed design work has been undertaken. A Rail order 
application is anticipated. 

 
Rolling Stock  
Delivery of trams for lines A, B and C is currently well underway. 
 
Major National Road Schemes are: 
M50 Southern Cross Route 
M1 Cloghran/Lissenhall  
M1 Lissenhall/Balbriggan  
M1 Balbriggan M1 Drogheda By-Pass  
M4 Celbridge Interchange  
M11 Wyattville Interchange 
 
Major National road schemes under construction or starting construction in 2003 
N11 Glen of the Downs (Wicklow)  Completion Q3, 2003 
M50 2nd west link bridge   Completion Q3, 2003 
M7 Kildare By-Pass    Completion Q2, 2004 
N11 Ashford/Rathnew    Completion Q1, 2005 
M50 South Eastern Motorway  Completion Q4, 2004 
M50 Dublin Port Tunnel    Completion Q1, 2005 
N4 Kilcock/Kinnegad By-Pass  Construction commenced in May 2003 
M7 Monasterevin By-Pass   This scheme contract was awarded in January 2003 
N7 Naas Road (Kingswood Interchange) 
 
Note: Additional schemes currently at tender or about to go to tender may be approved to go to 
construction during 2003 taking account of programme management and funding considerations. 
 
Major non-national road schemes completed since 2000 
Blackhall Place Bridge 
Cork Street/The Coombe 
North King Street 
Dundrum Main Street Bypass and Wyckham Bypass extension  
R133 Scholarstown link over M50 
 
Major non-national road schemes under construction 
Outer Ring Road N7 to Adamstown roundabout 
 
Integrated Framework Plans 

COMPLETE ALMOST COMPLETE ONGOING 
Navan Tallaght Athy 

Blanchardstown Arklow Greystones 
Balbriggan Wicklow Kildare/Newbridge 

Lucan  Maynooth/Kilcock/Celbridge 
Naas  Monasterevin/Kilcullen 

Figure F1: Integrated Framework Plans 
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The Retail Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 
 

Level one-  Metropolitan centre- Dublin City Centre 
Level Two-  Major town centre’s (Metropolitan Area) and County Town centres 

(Hinterland). 
Level Three- Town and/ or District centres (Metropolitan Area) and Sub-County town 

centres (Hinterland). 
Level Four- Neighbourhood Centres (Metropolitan Area) and Local Centres- small towns 

and villages (Hinterland). 
Level Five-  Corner shops, rural shops, and smaller villages/crossroads in the    

Hinterland Area.  
(Retail planning strategy for the Greater Dublin Area pp30). 

 
 
Natural Heritage Designations in the Greater Dublin Area 
 
 
Designation Number in the Greater Dublin Area 
National Park 1 
Statutory Nature Reserves 10 
Ramsar Site 5 
Refuge for Fauna 1 
Special Area Of Conservation 22 (proposed candidate) 14(candidate) 
Special Protection Area 14 
Proposed Natural Heritage Area 115 
SAAO 3 
Figure G2: Natural Heritage Designations in the Greater Dublin Area 
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Summary of Issues from Published Issues Paper 
 
A)  PROJECTED POPULATION TRENDS, SETTLEMENT AND HOUSING STRATEGIES 
 
• the region depends on in-migration to provide the necessary workforce 
 
• smaller families and independent adult households place demands for more houses 
 
• people often cannot afford houses in their home areas 
 
• is greenfield development sustainable? 
 
• should we consolidate future development along transportation corridors 
 
• serviced land availability in appropriate locations for local enlivenment 
 
• providing affordable housing through strategic development zones 
 
 

B) ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT TRENDS 
 
• how will the region  achieve the National Spatial Strategy forecast? 
 
• sectoral specialisms must develop to strengthen the towns in the Hinterland Area 
 
• structure of future work force needs to be assessed 
 
• skills need to match the available enterprise 
 
• there is need for education to resolve the lack of skills 
 
 

C) LOCATION OF INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
• linkage to appropriate transport system 
 
• providing employment in the growth centres 
 
• maximises transport system 
 
 
D) Transportation, including public transportation 
 
Land Transport 
• managing the demand for travel in city and towns 
 
• delivery of planned services described in DTO Platform for Change 
 
• catering for slow modes (walking and cycling) 
 
• public transport provision in rural areas 
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Ports 
• merging national transport with local transport 
 
• expanding port facilities or relocation of port facilities 
 
• size of port within time frame (2010, 2016, 2020) 
 
• alternative future uses for port lands 
 
 
Airports 
• size of airport 
 
• provision of a second runway 
 
• airport and transportation to gateways 
 
E) WATER SUPPLY AND WASTE WATER FACILITIES 
 
• linkages of this study with water framework plan 
 
• new source for water for the region 
 
• quality of our supply 
 
• ground water pollution 
 
• Greater Dublin Drainage Strategy to 2030 
 
• meeting recognised European environmental standards 
 
F)  WASTE DISPOSAL 
 
• meeting environmental standards 
 
• locating acceptable sustainable plants 
 
• achieving minimum discharge 
 
G) ENERGY AND COMMUNICATION NETWORKS 
  
• create corridors that provide broad coverage of the region 
 
• ensure adequate steady supply 
 
• increasing the proportion of renewable energy stations including wind energy 
 
• robust communications networks 
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H) The provision of educational, health care, retail and other community facilities 
• ensure land bank capacity allows for educational facilities 
 
• linkages of education and enterprise 
 
• provision of regional hospitals 
 
• provision of clinics at suitable locations 
 
• the retail role of the Metropolitan Core Area  
 
• local retail centres in outer urban areas 
 
• public transport links to retail facilities 
 
• location of regional commuting facilities 
 
• allow for recreational facilities with easy access along transportation corridors 
 
• the location of a convention centre within the region 
 
 
I) Preservation and protection of the environment and its amenities, including archaeological, 
architectural and natural heritage 
 
• Implementing special areas of conservation 
 
• Protecting national heritage area 
 
• Implementing Wildlife and Birds Directive 
 
• enhancing coastline for recreational uses 
 
• protecting and accessing hills and mountains 
 
• conserving river catchments areas 
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